HISTORICAL 


MEMOIRS 

OF 

MY OWN TIME. 

PART THE FIRST, 
from 1772 to 1780. 

PART THE SECOND, 

FROM JANUARY, 1781, TO MARCH, 1782. 

PART THE THIRD, 

FROM MARCH, 1782, TO MARCH, 1784. 


By Sir N. WILLIAM WRAXALL, Bart. 


Igitur ubi Aninnis requievit, non fait Consilium Socordia atqne 
Desidia bonum Otium couterere; neque vero Agrum colendo, aut 
venando, servilibus Officiis intentnm, A2tatem agere. Sea a quo 
incepto Studio me Ambitio mala detinuerat, eodem regressus, 
statui Res gestas carptim, nt quaeque Memoria digna videbantur, 
perscribere : eo magis, quod mihi a Spe, Metu, Partibus Repub¬ 
lic*, Animus liber erat. Sallust. 

THIRD EDITION, 

REVISED AND CORRECTED. 

IN THREE VOLUMES. 

VOL. I. 

LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR T. CADELL AND \V. DAVIES, IN THE STRAND. 

1818 . 




m 

sods 

■ (uhz\> 

\t\* 

1 V.l 

PREFACE, 

Having been sent to the King's Bench 
Prison, in May, 1816 , for a most unin¬ 
tentional Act of Inadvertence committed 
in the first Edition of these Memoirs, 
I immediately stopped the Sale, which 
has been suspended near two Years. 
During that Period of Time, I have en¬ 
deavoured, by very attentively revising 
and correcting the present Edition, to 
avoid a similar Error. While making 
those Corrections, I have added a vast 
Variety of new Matter which suggested 
itself to me, and remodelled the whole 
Work. 

I have prefixed to this Edition, my 
" Three Letters in Answer to the Re- 
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PREFACE. 


viewers.’’ Not from the slightest Con¬ 
sideration or Respect for their calum¬ 
nious Criticisms; but, as the best Vou¬ 
chers that I can offer to Posterity, for 
my general Impartiality, Accuracy, and 
Veracity. To> Posterity I look for my 
Reward, perfectly satisfied if I can se¬ 
cure their Approbation; .o j a,, _* 
..ni •» '/nil ■‘k:ohj to :r o r, J in 

N. Wm. Wraxall. 

•/f '-7 n h f >L;ni. ** 

ivj ‘r.-ii \ « UiI ft i v - 1 :' * * 

Charlton , near Cheltenham , 

il%, 1818 . 
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ANSWER, 


&c. 


After the very severe personal Attack 
made upon the Author of these “ Memoirs,” 
and upon the Work itself, by the Writers of 
the “ Quarterly Review—an Attack in 
which they have been followed, though with 
somewhat diminished Asperity, by the “ Bri r 
“ tish Critic—it might appear like con¬ 
scious Acquiescence, if I left it wholly with¬ 
out Reply. Yet, as I am intimately per¬ 
suaded that no Panegyric can permanently 
elevate a mean Work, and that no Censures 
can long depress a Book of Merit, I should 
perhaps have left those Strictures to their 
own intrinsic Weight, if the Editors of the 
“ Quarterly Review” had not wantonly made 
Sir John Macpherson, the Object of their 
illiberal and pointed Sarcasms. Independant 
of the high Character, the public Services, 
b 2 



the financial Resources, and recognized Dis¬ 
interestedness, which Sir John displayed 
when Governor-General of Bengal;—Facts 
too well established in the Memory of his 
Countrymen, to stand in need of my Testi¬ 
mony ;—I should have imagined, that if any 
Portions of the present Work could have 
challenged Respect, Sir John’s Communica¬ 
tions would have been entitled to it. Can 
they consider the Particulars given relative 
to the Emperor Leopold the Second; a 
Prince who was known to have honoured Sir 
John Macpherson with his Confidence and 
Friendship; as destitute of Interest ? The 
Title of these Facts to Belief, is irresistible, 
and they develope the secret Policy, Feel¬ 
ings, as well as Character of that Sovereign. 
From what Information more authentic, can 
contemporary History be generally drawn? 
The Anecdote of His present Majesty and 
William, Duke of Cumberland, that of Hy- 
der Ally, and many others, derived from the 
£aine Source, which are scattered over the 
two Volumes, speak for themselves. Contu¬ 
melious Irony, and insulting Epithets, should, 
be well weighed before they are applied ; and 
when applied without obvious or apparent 
Reason, they lead us to suspect some con- 
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cealed Motives for their Adoption. Can any 
such have been offered and accepted in the 
Case before us? The World will judge for 
themselves. To have censured me with Se¬ 
verity, is explicable, perhaps deserved, in all 
Cases natural, and in the common Order of 
Things. But, it is more difficult to account 
6ii ordinary Principles, for the Fact of ho¬ 
norable Men exercising the Function of lite¬ 
rary Censors, incapable therefore of prosti¬ 
tuting or selling their Suffrage; heaping 
contemptuous Expressions on a distinguish¬ 
ed Individual, merely for having contributed 
some Passages to the Work under their 
Examination. When one reflects on these 
Circumstances, one is almost led to imagine 
that the Article in Question was made for 
them, not by them ; and though it is impos¬ 
sible to form even a Conjecture of the Quar¬ 
ter from whence such acrimonious Comments 
could originate, yet is one tempted to exclaim 
with Faulconbridge in “ King John,” apply¬ 
ing the Words to the literary Fathers of the 
“ Quarterly Review,” 

“ Sir Robert might have eat his Part in me, 

Upon Good Friday, and ne’er broke his Fast.- 

-'-Sir Robert never holp to make ,this Leg.” 
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The Charges made against myself, may 
be reduced to three; namely, my Want of 
Ability , aud utter Inaptitude for executing 
the Work that I have undertaken; my Im¬ 
morality, and lastly, my Deviations from 
Truth , sometimes resulting from gross Igno¬ 
rance, sometimes destitute even of that Apo¬ 
logy. Heavier Imputations can hardly be 
affixed on an Author. Let us see how they 
are sustained. 

The “ Quarterly Review,” after stating 
that 1 have “ egregiously mistaken the 
Amount of my Resources and of my Ability,” 
compares me for Incapacity and Self-Import¬ 
ance, to “ P. P. Clerk of this Parish,” whose 
“ Memoirs” furnish so much ludicrous En¬ 
tertainment in the Works of Pope: while 
the “ British Critic” characterizes the Book 
as “ mere Gossip, and languid Imbecility.” 
It would not become me to appreciate the 
Rank which my own Understanding holds 
in the Scale of Intellect: but, either the Pub¬ 
lic does not think so meanly of the “ Histo^ 
rical Memoirs,” and their Author, or they 
manifest a most incorrigible Obstinacy and 
Inattention to the friendly Admonitions re¬ 
iterated by their literary Guides, who exert 
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every Endeavour to prevent their Readers 
from throwing away “ Eighteen Shillings on 
a new Edition in Octavo, of the Daily Ad- 
vertizer.” Now I can assure these Gentle¬ 
men, that the first Edition of this imbecile 
Work, consisting of one Thousand Copies, 
was sold in thirty-three Days, between the 
14th of April, and the 17th of May of the 
present Year; though the Price was, not 
eighteen , but, six and twenty Shillings. No 
Efforts of the Press could bring out a se¬ 
cond Edition before the Middle of June: 
but, of that Edition, very nearly as .many 
have been already sold. How are we to ac¬ 
count for this Fact?—“ Audacious Charges 
“ against distinguished Persons;”-^- 44 Stories 
resting on no Basis of Truth or Probability,”— 
“ flippant and offensive Reports,”—followed 
by 44 pompous Gossip, and inflated Trash 
how could Men be found so weak as to 
purchase such a Compilation of Absurdity, 
Plagiarism, and Matter already better given 
in the Annual Register, or the Court Calen¬ 
dar! Weave, the Solution of this pecuniary 
Enigma to the Gentlemen Reviewers, who 
will doubtless expose the Juggle that lias 
evidently been practised on the Understand- 1 
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mgs, and on the Pockets of the British 
Public. 

Nor is it merely my Defect of natural Ca¬ 
pacity, hut, my utter Unacquaintance with 
the Sources, from which alone, authentic Ma¬ 
terials for composing “ Memoirs of my own 
“ Time” could have been drawn, that dis¬ 
qualify me, as they assert, for so delicate a 
Task., “It is very clear,” says ihe Quar¬ 
terly Review , “ that Sir Nathaniel was not 
at all in the Secret of any Party, and the 
“ Face of the political World was to him 
“ like the Town Clock.—He saw the Hand 
“ move, and heard the Bell strike; but, ob- 
“ served nothing, of the Springs which im- 
“ polled, and knew nothing of the Principles 
“ that regulated the Machine.” The “ Bri- 
“ tish Critic” observes, “ In Fact Sir Wm. 

Wraxall is not qualified as the Author of 
“ Historical Memoirs of my own Time. He 
“ has not been behind the Curtain, and seen 
“ the Wires of the Puppets worked. To 
“ write Memoirs, so that they may form legi- 
timate Materials for History, it is necessary 
“ for Men to be able to say, Quorum Pars 
4< magnet fui On reading these Animad- 
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Versions, one is almost tempted to doubt 
whether the Reviewers had perused the 
Work, which they so severely criticize. It 
will not be disputed that I lived in daily 
and intimate Friendship with the late Lord 
Sackville, then Lord George Germain, who 
continued to be Secretary of State, down to 
January, 1782. From Him I surely might 
have known much of the Secret of the Time; 
and that I actually did know some Particulars 
not unimportant, may be seen in the “ Me- 
“ moirs” themselves. From the Duke of 
Dorset, who was appointed Embassador to 
the Court of Versailles, in December, 1783; 
and whose Confidence, as well as Corres¬ 
pondence I enjoyed during the whole Period 
of his Embassy, I might have derived similar 
Information. As I lived almost always in 
London, and attended the House of Com¬ 
mons regularly; unless I laboured under 
insurmountable Stupidity, I must have caught 
some Warmth from the Materials and Per¬ 
sons that 1 approached. 

But, I differ on another Point, from the Re¬ 
viewers. For, I think, that if I had been “ in 
Kt the Secret of any Party ;” if I had “ been 
“ behind the Curtain, and seen the Wires of 
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“ the Puppets workedif I had been offi¬ 
cially entrusted with Facis or Documents of 
State, J could not have divulged them dur¬ 
ing the Life of George the Third. My very 
Ability to compose Memoirs of my own 
Time, would have constituted my Disquali¬ 
fication. Lord Clarendon, Burnet, Doding- 
ton, Horace Walpole, were all dead, before 
their Memoirs or Reminiscences were given 
to the World. I am, in my own Person, an 
Instance and a Proof of the Position that I 
here maintain. During the Years 1774 and 
1775, I had the Honour to be employed 
most confidentially by the late Queen of 
Denmark, Caroline Matilda, who then resid¬ 
ed in the Hanoverian Dominions,'at the Castle 
of Zell. By that Princess I was repeatedly 
gent over to His present Majesty, charged 
with Dispatches of a very interesting Nature, 
with whose Contents I was intimateliy ac¬ 
quainted. So strong a Sense did the King 
entertain of my Services rendered to his Sis¬ 
ter, that he was graciously pleased, through 
the Medium of Lord North himself, then 
First Minister, to send me a Present of a 
Thousand Guineas, accompanied with As¬ 
surances of Employment. Lord North de¬ 
livered the Message to me at Bushy Park, 
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to which Place he honoured me with an In¬ 
vitation for the express Purpose.- That No¬ 
bleman knew from His Majesty’s own Lips, 
the Nature of the Negotiation with which I 
had been entrusted by the Queen Matilda. 
Every Fact here enumerated, can be au¬ 
thenticated by Persons who are still living, 
some of whom are of very high Rank. But, 
though above forty Years have elapsed since 
the Decease of that amiable and unfortunate 
Princess, I have never alluded in any of my 
Publications, to the Negotiation in which I 
was consulted and employed by Her Ma^ 
jesty. Yet, if disclosed, it would excite 
great Interest;—for, it resembled in many 
Particulars, a Story of Romance; and ac¬ 
cording to the Principle laid down by the 
Reviewers, it would “ form legitimate Ma* 
“ terials for History.” But, those worthy 
Gentlemen and I see Objects through oppo* 
site Ends of the Telescope. 

j , i. • j ... i i .; •£ 

I come next to the Charge of Immorality 
and Indecency, respecting which the “ Bri- 
‘t tish Critic,” after severely arraigning th& 
Work on this Ground, says, f‘ To the other 
“ Sex, and the Youth of our own* it is a 
“ sealed Book, on account of its gross Inde- 
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“t cencies.” It is to be regretted that the Re¬ 
viewers should not have glanced at the Pas¬ 
sages to which Allusion is thus made. Such 
general and sweeping Censures, without spe¬ 
cifying any particular Stories or Parts, must 
be considered as very unfair. On what 
.Foundation are they preferred ? Is it on the 
Anecdote related of Marshal Saxe and Ma- 
dem lle de Chantilly ?—But, it will not be 
contended that in relating the Marshal’s 
Conduct, I have spared the strongest Epi¬ 
thets of Abhorrence and Indignation, which 
are so justly excited, by his depraved Treat¬ 
ment of an unprotected Female. If it is 
meant to insinuate, that I convey improper 
Information to the other Sex, then, the Works 
of Shakspeare, Otway, and Congreve, must 
be interdicted; and still more, the Produc¬ 
tions of Pope, of Swift, and of Prior. Nay, 
every Newspaper must be carefully removed: 
—for, they disclose far more, than can be 
found in my two Volumes. But, there re¬ 
mains still a minor Imputation, which the 
“ Quarterly Review” qualifies with the Terms 
“ of filthy and indecent Garbage.” Probably 
They have in View, the Series of Facts men¬ 
tioned after the Account given of Ferdinand 
the Fourth, King of Naples, which are il- 
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lustrative of Neapolitan and of French Maiv 
ners. But, are these fastidious Critics aware, 
or are they ignorant, that in De Thou, Sully, 
Davila, and D’Aubigne, similar “ Garbage” 
is found? Are not Smollett, Gibbon, and 
Hawkesworth, full of such Details ? Sir John 
Dalrymple, by express Permission, nay, 
under the Sanction of His present Majesty, 
has published Letters far more exceptionable 
in Point of Delicacy, (as for Instance, the 
memorable Letter of Charles the Second, to 
his Sister, Henrietta, Duchess of Orleans, 
dated “ Whithall, 27th Feb y , 1669,” rela¬ 
tive to which, Dalrymple himself says, that 
“ it could hardly have been expected from a 
“ royal Hand,”) than any Thing to be met 
with in my “ Memoirs.” 

It remains to meet and to repel the Attack 
made on my Veracity: which Imputation, 
the “ Quarterly Review” endeavours to sus¬ 
tain by selecting out of the two Volumes, 
about fourteen prominent Instances of Error, 
or as he denominates them, Falsity. That 
my Work is not exempt from many Mistakes, 
I readily admit: but, the Reviewers, while 
censuring me, should have been careful not 
to fall into the very Predicament which they 
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reprobate. Great Triumph is assumed, be¬ 
cause I have named the Duke of Dorset , as 
having informed me of the Circumstance 
attending Lord Camden’s being invested with 
the Order of the Garter. No doubt I erred 
in thinking that I received the Account from 
the Duke. But, even the Reviewers dare not 
assert that the Anecdote itself is false. They 
-• never read,” they say, “ a more impertinent 
“ Story.” Impertinent Stories may however 
be true Stories. In fact, though the Duke of 
Dorset could not have related it to me, there 
are ten Persons now living, who know, and 
are ready to depose to its Truth. How, in¬ 
deed, could 1 invent it? I did not even know 
that Lord Camden’s Christian Names were 
John Jeffereys , except in Consequence of 
the King’s Remark. Here then, though 
I was partially mistaken, I was radically 
accurate. 

In another Assertion, namely that I met 
Mr. Pitt in Company with Mr: Rose, on his 
way'to Paris, at Antiverp, in August, 1783, 

I have likewise erred. On appealing, as I 
did, to Mr. Rose himself, a few Weeks ago, 
for the Truth-of the Fact, he wrote me, “ I 
“ was at Antwerp, in, or about the Month 
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t“ of August, 1783, with Lord Thurlow, on 
“ a Tour through a Part of the Continent. 
“ Mr. Pitt was not with me ; but I met him, 
“ I think, in October, at Paris, where he 
“ went after a short Stay at Rheims.”—It 
appears therefore that in,this Matter likewise 
I fell into a partial Mistake. In all the other 
Instances brought to prove my Deviation 
from Pact, the Reviewers are either mistaken, 
or ignorant, or they substitute their own 
Narration as more worthy of Credit than 
mine, though without adducing any Proof. 
But, what shall we say to Men, who are so 
utterly unacquainted with the very Matters 
on which they presume to decide and to ac¬ 
cuse, as to assert that “ Robinson’s counter* 
“ signing, as Secretary of the Treasury , on the 
u Refusal of Lord Weymouth, the Secretary 
“■ of State , an Order for the Attack on Pon- 
“ dicherry, in 1778, is a perfect Impossible 
“ lity? n 

- ^ J i A . < . } * r ^ - \J 'P < 

Mr. Robinson, writing to Sir John Mac- 
pherson, from f e Wyke House, Isleworth, 
“ 23d May, 1800,” in a Letter, which has 
been long since printed, expressly says, “ My 
“ Correspondence with the Nabob (of Arcot,) 
“ shall be produced, if desired, which it fell 
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“ to my lot (though not within my Province,) 
“ to carry on: as also, in Concert with the 
“ Chairman and Deputy Chairman, as a 
“ Special Committee, to write out Orders to 
“ the Governor and Council of Madras, for 
“ the Capture of Pondicherry, which was 
“ effected so expeditiously, when His Ma- 
li jestys Secretary of State would not sign 
“ such Orders .” I leave this Letter to be 
denied, or contradicted, by the Reviewers.* 

With similar Boldness, but, with as ill Suc¬ 
cess, they pronounce on Mr. Fraser’s pre¬ 
senting to King George the Second, when 
Under Secretary of State, a Paper for His 
Majesty’s Signature:—“ a Duty,” say they, 
“ which never hy any Chance , could have 
“ devolved on Mr. Fraser, or any other Per- 
“ son in his Situation.” What! N t ot in Case 
of the Secretary of State’s. Illness, or neces¬ 
sary Absence, or Dismission, or under pres¬ 
sing Circumstances, in Order to expedite 
the Dispatch of public Business? Do these 
Gentlemen Reviewers know or recollect, 
that on the 18th of December, 1783, this 


* The printed Letter has been left with Messrs. Cadell 
and Davies, for general Inspection, ever since August, 
1815. It still remains in their Possession. 
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-same Mr. Fraser, and Mr. Nepean, (now Sir 
Evan,) as Under Secretaries of State , by 
Command of His present Majesty, brought 
and delivered up into the King’s Hand, not 
merely Papers, but, the Seals of Lord 
North’s and Mr. Fox’s Departments, on 
their Dismission from Office? It is evident 
that the Editors of the “ Quarterly Review,” 
have either got out of their Depth, or have 
hookwinked their own Judgment, and mo¬ 
dulated their own Opinions, in Submission 
to. others. 

After garbling , not citing, the Account 
that I have given of the late Lord Liver¬ 
pool ; and omitting , for Reasons which will 
be obvious to every Reader, some of the, 
most discriminating Circumstances of that 
Nobleman’s ordinary Demeanour described 
by me; the “ Quarterly Review” says, “ In 
“ this Character of Lord Liverpool, though 
“ it may be in the main, tolerably correct, 
“ there are some Errors, which prove that 
“ Sir Nathaniel had no 'personal Acquaint- 
“ ance with the Person whose Portrait he 
“ draws. For Instance, nothing can be less 
“ accurate than the Statement, that His Lord- 
“ ship’s Education was narrow, and that he 

VOL. I. C 
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“ was more read in Men, than in Books?* I 
not only was known to Mr. Jenkinson with 
great Familiarity, from 1781 down to 1786, 
when he went up to the House of Peers ; 
but I was in constant Habits of meeting and 
conversing with him. I have dined at his 
Country Seat, Addiscombe Place, near 
Croydon, in 1784; as, probably, the Dowa¬ 
ger Countess of Liverpool, and the present 
Duchess of Dorset, who were both there, 
may remember. Even down to a much later 
Period of his Life, he continued to honour 
me with his Regard; and as late as 1797, 
he presented me, himself, in the Queen’s 
Drawing Room at St. James’s, to the Princess 
of Orange. So much for my “ personal Ac- 
“ quaintance” with the Earl of Liverpool. 
As to his “ University Education,” and his 
having “ continued all his Life, what is call- 
“ed a bookish Man,” which the Reviewers 
assert; I can only repeat, that though he 
might be “ a classic Scholar,” and might 
“ have possessed a great Variety of reading,” 
yet his whole Life, his Speeches in Parlia¬ 
ment, and his Elevation, sufficiently prove, 
that “ he had read Men more than Books.” 

If I do not descend to answer and*refute 



the other Instances adduced of pretended 
Error or Falsehood, it is because the Ex¬ 
amples cited, are either in themselves of little 
Moment, or must rest on the Degree of Cre¬ 
dibility due to the Reviewers, as opposed to 
my own Testimony. Let the Public decide 
between us. It is not of very material Con¬ 
sequence, whether “ the Royal George” 
went down in the midst of Portsmouth Har¬ 
bour, or at Spiihead. Nor is it very impor¬ 
tant, whether Lord Bute sold his House in 
Berkeley Square to Lord Shelburne, before 
he inhabited it, or afterwards . The “ Royal 
“ George” perished in an Instant, by the 
Effect of fatal Negligence; and the Earl of 
Bute constructed the magnificent Mansion 
which was purchased by Lord Shelburne. 
These constitute the leading Facts in both 
Caises. There are other Passages, where the 
Reviewers have, either wilfully or uninten¬ 
tionally, misstated and misinterpreted my 
Meaning. I have never asserted, as they 
affect to suppose and to assume, that “-.the 
“•Cabinet of 1801, considered Peace with 
“ France as impolitic, unsafe, and unwise :” 
but', that His Majesty was known so to re¬ 
gard it; and therefore that “ Lord Hawks- 
“ bury affixed his Signature to the Articles, 
c 2 
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“ not only without the King's, Consent or 
“ Approbation, but, without his Knowledge.” 
The Difference between the two Statements 
is obvious. 

The “ Quarterly Review” arraigns se¬ 
verely the Details into which I have entered, 
when discussing the Characters or public 
Merits of eminent Men. “ He seems to 
“ consider it necessary,” say they, “ to write 
“ a professed Review of the Manners, Mo- 
“ rals, Talents, and Res gestae of each. In 
“ this Way, Lord North and Lord Sackville 
“ are spread over forty Pages; and Pitt and 
“ Fox have, each, near thirty- to their re- 
“ spective Shares.” On reading this Charge^ 
one is tempted almost to doubt whether it 
can be serious. 'Do not Memoirs necessarily 
include Biography in their Range? What 
constitutes the peculiar Charm of Plutarch , 
except this very Circumstance, that he en¬ 
ters minutely into the domestic and private 
Life, as well as into the official Acts, of his 
Heroes? Even Suetonius , a Writer of very 
inferior Merit in many Points of View, yet 
awakens Attention by the Anecdotes that 
he recounts of the Caesars, because he con¬ 
ducts us into, their Apartments, and renders 
j o 



ns familiar with them. De Thou and D’Au- 
bigne descend to similar Details. Even 
Grammont, St. Simon, and Horace Walpole, 
interest us on the.same Principle. If Fox 
and Pitt, if Lord North and Lord Sackville, 
if Burke and Dunning, do not challenge 
minute Investigation, who can deserve it? 
Lord Clarendon and Burnet are liable to the 
same Accusation, which constitutes indeed 
their greatest Claim to be read by Posterity. 
It will not, I hope, be said that I am com¬ 
paring myself to these distinguished Writers, 
because, like Trinculo in “ the Tempest,” ,1 
attempt to “ creep under their Gabardine,” 
in Order to avoid the Storm. I only en¬ 
deavor to justify my Attempt, by setting up 
their Precedent, 

The “ British Critic” is indeed at Vari¬ 
ance on this Point, with the “ Quarterly 
“ Reviewfor, the former of these Publica¬ 
tions, when speaking of “ the Characters of 
“ the principal political Leaders of the Day,” 
adds, “ these we esteem by far the best 
“ Part of his Work” They retract, it is. 
true, their Approbation in the next Sentence, 
by subjoining that the Characters “ are 
<c written in a loose, prolix, wordy Style,’' 
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But, can we annex any Value to the Praise, 
or any Importance to the Blame of Meh, 
who arrogating to decide on literary Merit, 
are not even exempt from Errors of Ortho¬ 
graphy? Of Men who write Vallois , for 
Valois; Luzinska for Leczinska, Malgrida 
for Malagrida, Hay due for.Heyduc, Vintri- 
mille for Vintimille; and many others? 1 
forbear to make any Comment on the Man¬ 
ner in which both these Reviews have inen- 
tioned the Prosecution commenced against 
me by Count Woronzow, for haying inad¬ 
vertently mentioned his Name in a Way 
hurtful to his Feelings;—a Circumstance 
which could not have arisen from any Inten¬ 
tion to injure or offend, which I regret, and 
for which, as soon as I was apprized of it, 
I made him every becoming Apology. If 
Decency and Liberality of Mind did not 
restrain the Pens of these Critics, or mode¬ 
rate their virtuous Indignation, other Consi¬ 
derations might and ought to have imposed 
Limits on them. Are they aware, that by 
attempting through the Medium of the Press, 
to influence the public Mind, and to antici¬ 
pate the supposed Judgment of a Court of 
criminal . Law, on a Matter pending, and 
not yet come to hearing; they are guilty of 
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a far more heinous Offence, than the one 
which it is falsely affected to attribute to me? 
For, the Parity and Majesty of English 
Jurisprudence, discountenances, reprobates, 
and punishes, every Appeal to the Passions 
of the Multitude, as subversive of the first 
Principles of Equity and Justice, 

Having now so far finished my Defence at 
the Bar of literary Criticism, I will candidly 
confess the inherent, indelible, and inexpi¬ 
able Faults, which pervade every Page of 
the “ Historical Memoirs,” and of which I 
own myself culpable: nay, from which I 
principally claim for the Work, any Title to 
be read either by the present, or by the fu¬ 
ture Age. They are, 

Its Freedom, Impartiality, and Truth; 

- „ * ti 4 t ; j t / 

I am well aware that these Qualities never 
yet did recommend, and never will recom¬ 
mend, to the Favor of Princes, Ministers, or 
of the Great. They deprecate all Disclo¬ 
sures; hardly approving even Panegyric, un¬ 
less restrained within cautious, humble, and 
guarded Limits. Party, and Party only, 
can in this Country, support the. Man who 
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ventures to spurn these prudent Boundaries. 
But I have not secured that Protection. 
Though nine Years have scarcely elapsed 
since Pitt and Fox, both, paid the Debt to 
Nature; though the first Offices of the State, 
and the Benches in either House of Parlia¬ 
ment, are still filled with their respective 
Enemies, Relatives, and Adherents; I have, 
(most imprudently I own,) spoken of them, 
as I would do of the Ministers of Queen 
Anne; of Lord Godolphin, and Lord Bo- 
lingbroke: So have I done of George the 
Third, as if I were writing of William the 
Third, or of Elizabeth. All the affectionate 
Veneration necessarily inspired by his Vnv 
tues, all the Admiration excited by the Rec¬ 
titude of his Intentions, has not induced me 
to attempt to conceal or to deny, that almost 
from the Period of his-Accession, down to 
the Termination of the American War, His 
present Majesty did not enjoy Popularity. 
He might have merited it, but he did not 
possess it. Where then, 1 would ask, can 
this Work find Protectors, except in those 
who respect Truth as the only Quality that 
can render History valuable ? I well know 
that I have neither conciliated the Followers 
of Pitt, of Fox, or of Lord North. Of 
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Course, in the Spirit of Party, I can hope 
for no Asylum. I look beyond the present 
Generation for my Reward, namely, public 
Approval. That Hope, -whether fallacious 
or not, has hitherto sustained me under lite¬ 
rary and legal Attacks. It will animate me 
in the future Progress of these Memoirs; 
which, whatever may be their Errors or De¬ 
fects, and whatever Treatment their Author 
may experience from the Age in which he 
lives, will, he confidently trusts, be favorably 
received by Posterity. 

N. Will*. Wraxall. 

Charlton, near Cheltenham, 

22 d August, 1815 . 
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I had scarcely finished my Answer 
to the “ Quarterly Review” and “ British 
Critic,” when I find myself attacked by a 
still more formidable, because a more volu¬ 
minous, and if possible, a more acrimonious 
Antagonist, in the Pages of the “ Edinburgh 
“ Review.” Though, as coming after the 
two former, he can only glean the. Field 
which they have reaped, and has only re¬ 
peated the same Charges or Accusations 
which they had already preferred; yet hav¬ 
ing thought it necessary to bestow on my 
Work, in Order, as he says, “ to expose its 
“ Worthlessness,” near two and forty Pages 
of his loyal and high principled Review, he 
claims from me a separate and appropriate 
Reply. He begins by animadverting on 
my Account of Catherine the Second. His 
Words are, speaking of the second Edition, 
“ The Deaths of the Emperor Peter, of 
“ Prince Ivan, of the supposed Princess Tar- 
“ rakanoff, of the Grand Duchess the first 
“ Wife of Paul, and indeed, that of the Prin- 
“ cess of Wirtemberg, are still laid to- the 
“ Charge of the Empress. Such a Series of 
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“ Murders, including that of a Husband, of 
“ a Boy, and of three young Women, one 
“ of whom was a Daughter in Law, has 
“ not been charged on any Individual, at 
“ least in the modem History of Europe.” 

Now, in Order to expose the Injustice 
and Falsity of the two first of these Accusa*- 
tions, namely, that of Peter the Third and of 
Ivan, (which latter Prince, though he was 
born in 1740, and killed by his Guards in 
1764, the “ Edinburgh Review” no doubt 
from Ignorance, denominates a Boy,) I have 
only to cite my own Account. No Man 
disputes that Catherine ascended or assumed 
the Russian Throne, by the Deposition of 
her Husband, which was followed, a few 
Days afterwards, by his Death. I have 
said, when mentioning him and Ivan, “ Sir 
“ Thomas Wroughton always spoke to me 
“ of Catherine’s Participation or Acquies- 
“ cence in the Death of Peter the Third, 
“ as involuntary , reluctant , and the Result of 
“ an insurmountable Necessity. He even con- 
“ sidered her Knowledge of the Destruction 
“ of the unfortunate Emperor Ivan, who was 
“ stabbed by his own Guards at Schlussel- 
“•bourg in 1764, with a View to prevent his 



26 


** being liberated by Mirovitsch, as exceed- 
“ ingly problematical” This is almost the 
only Mention that I have made either of one, 
or of the other of those Princes, throughout 
the whole Work; except that I elsewhere 
say, “ Peter the Third disappeared in 1762, 
“ as the unfortunate Emperor Ivan did in 
“ 1764.” What Reply can these worthy 
Scotch Reviewers set up, after such an 
Exposal of their calumnious Misrepresenta¬ 
tion? Their Zeal to rescue Catherine’s Me¬ 
mory from Imputation, even at the Expence 
of Truth, would indeed be ludicrous, if it 
did not excite Indignation. One would 
almost imagine that it was “ the great Na- 
“ poleon,” or the virtuous Carnot, in whose 
Defence they had drawn their Pen. While 
I am speaking on this Subject, I will further 
add, that all the Information which I ever 
received at Petersburgh in 1774, when Ivan 
had been dead only ten Years, and Peter the. 
Third, scarcely twelve; went to confirm Sir 
Thomas Wroughton’s Opinion, of Catherine’s 
Repugnance to sanction or permit any Vio¬ 
lence being used towards the deposed Em¬ 
peror, her Husband. She long refused, even 
with Tears, to authorize Measures of Rigour, 
and he fell a Victim to revolutionary military 
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Necessity, sustained by the Fears of the Con¬ 
spirators who had placed Catherine on the 
Throne. She was only a passive Agent in the 
Business. Nor is it in any Manner proved 
that she was acquainted with Mirovitsch’s At¬ 
tempt to liberate Ivan. The Empress received 
the Intelligence of that tragical Event, while 
in public Company at Riga; and Opinions 
were greatly divided on the Subject, at the 
Time. But, whether she was guilty or inno¬ 
cent, I have no where given even an Opinion, 
throughout this whole Work. Yet, these 
constitute two out of the “ Series of Murders,” 
which “ the Edinburgh Review” says, I have 
“ laid to the Charge of the Empress.” 

Relative to the Death of the supposed 
Princess Tarrakanoff, it is not necessary for 
me to make any Defence, having only alluded 
briefly to Castera’s Account of that Event, 
published in 1797; and having given at some 
Length, Sir John Dick’s Explanation of his 
Share in the Transaction; leaving the Judg¬ 
ment to be formed respecting it, to the 
Reader. Far from aggravating Catherine’s 
Culpability in the Part which She acted to¬ 
wards the Female in Question, I have rather 
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defended lier Conduct. My Words are, “ It 
“ is feVen very difiicult altogether to condemn 
“ the Empress Catherine, for endeavouring 
“ to get Possession of her Person.” And 
I have stated my Reason for so thinking, 
namely, that Impostors were nearly as dan¬ 
gerous to a Czarina placed on the Throne of 
Muscovy by a Revolution, as a rightful Pre¬ 
tender to the Crown. “ These Considera- 
“ tions,” I have added, “ must, at least in a 
“ political Point of View, justify Catherine 
“ for taking Measures to prevent the Lady 
“ in Question, from being made an Instru- 
“ ment in the Hands of vindictive or am- 
“ bitious Individuals, to accomplish their 
“ Projects of Vengeance against herself.” 
/have neither asserted nor denied, that the 
pretended Princess Tarrakanoff was drowned 
by the Waters of the Neva entering her Pri¬ 
son. Castera says that she did so perish. 
Sir John Dick admits that she died in Pri¬ 
son : but he asserts, her End was produced 
by Chagrin. Let the Reader judge between 
the two Accounts. And now I would calmly 
ask the “ Edinburgh Reviewers,” how they 
can so disgrace their own Characters and 
Profession, as to lend themselves to such 
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Attacks as these ? Their own Feelings, and 
the public Condemnation, will amply avenge 
me, by exposing them to general Censure. 

I come to the fourth Charge against me, 
that of the Death of the Grand Duchess, 
first Wife of Paul:—a Charge drawn up with 
elaborate Malevolence, and supported with 
no ordinary Degree of historical and critical 
Ability. “ No Murder recorded in civilized 
“ History,” say the Edinburgh Reviewers, 
“ approaches this. Paul is involved in it, as 
“ much as his Mother: for it varies the Atro- 
“ city very slightly,- whether he acted from 
“ Subserviency to the Empress, from Adop- 
“ tion of her flagitious Policy, or from Re- 
“ sentment at the supposed Gallantries of 
“ his Wife.”—They add, “ To publish such 
“ Stories lightly, is no small Offence.’—Who, 
on perusing these Passages, would not be 
led to imagine, that I had now for the first 
Time revealed to the World, this Story; or 
at least first published it through the Me¬ 
dium of the Press ? But, unfortunately for 
the Reviewers, as they themselves are obliged 
to admit, the whole'Narration has been given 
in Print, eighteen Years ago, in French; a 
Language much more universally read than 
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English; printed at Paris, in 1797, immedi¬ 
ately after, the Empress Catherine’s Decease, 
and circulated all over Europe. Paul had 
then newly ascended the Russian Throne, 
and scarcely twenty-one Years had elapsed 
since his first Wife’s Death. Neither he, 
nor his Ministers, could be ignorant of the 
Existence of the Work in Question; and the 
Lapse of Time was not sufficiently great, to 
have carried off all the Individuals who 
might have elucidated the Nature of the 
Grand Duchess’s End. Even Levesque, who 
mentions the Event, though more doubt¬ 
fully, and in a Manner that leaves his own 
Opinion of it uncertain, published his Work 
in 1800. Yet Paul never attempted to an¬ 
swer these calumnious Misrepresentations, 
though he reigned down to 1801. It has 
been truly said that “ an injudicious Friend 
“ is the worst of Enemies.” The Edinburgh 
Reviewers stand in this Predicament. For, 
they must either be compelled to admit that 
Paul, knowing himself and the Empress his 
Mother to be innocent, yet calmly acqui¬ 
esced in the Accusation; not participating 
the Anxiety manifested by his present Ad¬ 
vocates, and utterly regardless of his Repu¬ 
tation ; or they must be reduced to suppose 
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that he had Reasons for not stirring the 
Business of his first Consort’s Death. I 
l£ave them to choose between the two Alter¬ 
natives. They cannot pretend to believe that 
Paul, even though he had been actually im¬ 
plicated in the Grand Duchess’s End, could 
have Wanted venal and prostitute Pens to 
hate undertaken his Defence. The historic, 
as Well as the poetic Muse, frequently in¬ 
deed succeeds best in fiction. The Appli¬ 
cation of these' Remarks will be easily made 
by the Edinburgh Reviewers. 

Let us now advert to my oWn Account of 
the Event under Discussion. It is given 6h 
the Testimony of two Princes of Hesse Phi- 
lipstahl who were at Vienna in 1778, and 
seemed to derive some Probability or Confir¬ 
mation, from the Circumstance of the Person 
named as the Grand Duchess’s Lover, bein£ 
then Resident in the Austrian Capital. But 
I have Contented myself With relating the 
Story, without asserting that I believed the 
impress or Paul to have committed the Act 
attributed to them. It is true that 1 have 
added, “ When we contemplate the History 
“ of the imperial Family of Russia, from the 

Reign of Peter the First inclusive^ down to 

VOL. i. d 
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“ the present Time, we shall find nothing in 
“ the Story above related, either improbable 
“ in itself, or inconsistent with the Measures 
“to which the Sovereigns of that Empire 
“ have continually had Recourse, under simi- 
“ lar Circumstances, in various Instances.” 
Do not the Reviewers know that the Wife 
of the Czarowitz Alexis, only Son of Peter 
the Great, perished or disappeared in *1715, 
precisely like Wilhelmina, Princess of Hesse 
Darmstadt, in Childbed ;—an Event which 
was produced by the ferocious Treatment 
of her Husband ? She was in the Flower 
of Youth, beautiful, virtuous, and at least 
as much an Object of Compassion, as the 
first Wife of Paul. Did not Alexis himself 
disappear in 1719, under Circumstances 
which have no Parallel in modern History, 
except Philip the Second’s Execution of 
Don Carlos? Contemplate the arbitrary 
Acts of barbarous Power, exercised under 
Elizabeth, Catherine’s Predecessor; when 
Women of Quality, stript, were exposed to 
the Lash of the Executioner, and expired 
under the Punishment of the Knout , on a pub¬ 
lic Scaffold. They excite Horror, and may 
justify us in supposing that Events, which 
never could be credited, if the Scene lay 
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at Stockholm, at Berlin, or at Madrid, might 
possibly have been true at Petersburgh. If, 
nevertheless; I were called on to state my own 
Opinion respecting the Death of the Grand 
Duchess in Question, I owe it to my Love 
of Truth to say, that I believe it resulted 
from natural Causes, and was not accelerated 
by any Violence. But, as no Measures were 
ever adopted either by Catherine or by Paul, 
to disprove the Reports circulated under the 
former, and printed under the latter Sove¬ 
reign, accusing them of having accelerated 
her End, the Subject must remain Matter of 
historical Doubt and Discussion. 

It is a Duty incumbent on the “ Edin- 
“ burgh Reviewers,” not merely as calling 
themselves impartial and honorable literary 
Censors , but, from T Regard to their moral 
Character as Men; to explain on what 
Ground they have thought proper to accuse 
me of laying to Catherine’s Charge, the last 
of this “ Series of Murders.” 1 mean, that 
of the Princess of Wirtemberg. They must 
either have-done it from a systematic Sacri¬ 
fice of Truth, to other Motives best known 
to themselves ; or they never can have read 
the Remarks made by me on the Event in 
d2 
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Question :—rfor, my Opinion and Observa¬ 
tions are altogether favorable to the Empress, 
and tend to acquit her of any Participation 
in that Princess’s Death, even on the Supposi¬ 
tion that it was not naturala Supposition 
which I by no Means sanction. That the il¬ 
lustrious and unfortunate Lady was confined 
in the Interior of Muscovy, for some asserted 
Errors of Conduct; that she there expiired 
at the End of about eighteen Months ; that 
her Body was refused to be delivered up to 
her Parents; that no Procfo verbal , or au¬ 
thenticated Account of her Disorder and 
Decease, was ever published by the Court 
of Petersburgh, or of Stutgard; that inju¬ 
rious Reports respecting her End were cir¬ 
culated throughout Europe, and obtained 

considerable Belief even in this Country;- 

on all these Points,, there is no Difference of 
Opinion. They are universally admitted; 
Now, what have 1 said?—After stating the 
Suspicions entertained of Poison, or other 
Means having been resorted to, I add, “ It 
“ is natural to ask. Why did Catherine cause 
“ the. Princess to be imprisoned or poisoned? 
“ Her Gallantries, however culpable or no- 
“ torious they might be, yet constituted no 
4 VCrime against the Empress of Russia; 
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“ who exhibited in her own Conduct, an 
“ Example of Emancipation from all Re- 
* straint and Decorum on the Article . of 
f£ Female Irregularities of Deportment.”—— 
“ In the Case of the two Emperors 1 , Peter the 

third and Ivan; as well as in the Instances 
“ of the pretended Princess Tarrakarioff, and 
w of the first Grand Duchess of Russia ; the 
K Motives for her Commission of a Crime, 
“'by depriving them of Life, are obvious. 
“ JBut, none such appear in the Instance before 

“ us” -What Answer can the Reviewers 

make to this Charge of wilful Misrepresenta¬ 
tion and false Accusation, which 1 bring 
against them? 

Having thus vindicated myself, as I trust, 
satisfactorily,, from the five Imputations of 
the Edinburgh Reviewers; respecting the 
Empress of Russia, and retorted on them* 
selves the calumnious Accusations with 
Which they have loaded me; I will only add 
that I; perfectly acquiesce in; the" Conclusion 
to which they coine at last. They say; 

The Probability seems to be, that this 
“ Princess, at the Desire of her Husband* 
“ for real or supposed Indiscretions, was re- 
“ legated to a Provincial Prison, in a Coun* 
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“ try where the secret Death of an illustrious 
“ Prisoner, though really natural, might be 
“ plausibly imputed to Assassination.” That 
the present King of Wirtemberg proved to 
George the Third, by Documents and Pa¬ 
pers the most authentic, that he had not 
any Knowledge of, or Participation in, his 
first Wife’s Death, is incontestable. His Ma¬ 
jesty, as I have stated, “ after a full Inspec- 
“ tion of them, became perfectly convinced 
“ of his having had no Part in that dark and 
“melancholy Transaction.” This . Fact I 
have given on the Authority of a Gentleman 
who well knew, and had seen, those Proofs. 
He is the same Individual, whom the Edin¬ 
burgh Reviewers contemptuously call my 
“ Informer,” and of whose interesting Recital 
they speak, as “ a long and very dull. Story.” 
These Reviewers are inconsciously treading 
on very delicate Ground, and should be re¬ 
minded of Hamlet’s Advice to the Players, 
“ not to say more than is set down for 
“ them.” “ His Majesty’s Reluctance and 
“ Hesitation” to conclude the Union of the 
Prince of Wirtemberg with his eldest Daugh¬ 
ter, to which. I allude; probably arose only 
from parental Attachment. And, without 
having Recourse to any Supposition of Vio- 
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lence, we may easily conceive that the De 
cease of the - first Princess might have been 
caused • by her own Situation, shut up in a 
Muscovite Castle, deprived of her German 
Attendants, male and female, a Prey to 
Solitude and Chagrin. Such Circumstances 
are usually of themselves sufficient to abbre¬ 
viate the Term of human Life. 

I shall now endeavor with Calmness,—for, 
Truth is a powerful Buckler;—to repel some' 
of the minor Calumnies or Distortions of 
Fact, in which the Reviewers indulge them¬ 
selves. Joseph, King of Portugal, they re¬ 
present me to have described, “ as a drunken 
“ old Moor.” My Words are these. “ In 
“ his Cheeks he had a high scorbutic Hu- 
“ mor, attributed commonly to Excesses of 
“ Wine; though it might partly arise from 
“ violent Exercise constantly taken under a 
“ burning Sun. His Face, indeed, was 
“ nearly as dusky as that of a Moor.”, With 
similar Regard to Veracity, these Gentlemen 
say, “ Sir Nathaniel’s Hero, among the So¬ 
vereigns of the eighteenth Century, is 
“ Louis the Fifteenth —an Assertion con¬ 
tradicted by the Memoirs under our Review. 

I have, indeed, spoken of a Portion of 



Louis’s Reign, with the warmest Approba¬ 
tion. So I should have done, when writing 
of the “ Quinquennium Neronis” the first 
five Years of Nero, if I had composed the 
History of that execrable Monster’s Life. 
B>ut, I have depictured Louis the Fifteenth 
during the concluding Years of his Govern¬ 
ment, as a Man sunk in every degrading 
Gratification or Pursuit. After stating that 
“ Louis, during his last Years, excites Dis- 
“ gust, unqualified by any Sentiment of Pity, 
“ or of Respect;” I add, “ His Death, which 
“ took Place under these Circumstances, 
“ was hailed by the French, as the iEra of 
“ their Liberation from a Yoke equally dis- 
graceful and severe.” Reviewers, who thus 
unblushingly trample on Truth, must set 
little Value ou Character, or must hold the 
Understandings of Mankind in great Con* 
tempt. I have elsewhere said, when men* 
tioning Louis the Fifteenth, “ Unquestion* 
“ ably, the four last Years of his Reign, 
“ were passed in a Manner worthy of Sarda- 
“napalus; oblivious of his public Duties, 
“ insensible to national Glory, and lost to 
“ every Sentiment of private Virtue, or even 
“ of Decorum.” And this is fhe King whom 
l am represented as having made my “ Hero.” 
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Nor have they less misrepresented my 
Assertion, that “ Louis covered himself and 
“ his Country with Military Glory.” The 
Paragraph in Question is as follows, u If 
“ Louis the Fifteenth, by the Peace of 1736, 
“acquired Lorrain for France; he covered 
“ himself aud his Country with Military 
“ Glory during the War that commenced in 
“ 1741, on the Death of the Emperor Charles 
“ the Sixth.” Can this, Fact be disputed ? 
Pid not Marshal Saxe defeat us and our 
Allies, in repeated Battles; overrun the 
whole Netherlands, break down the Dutch 
Barrier, and threaten the total Overthrow 
of the Balance of Europe, as much as France 
did; in 1793? At the Peace of Aix la Cha- 
pelle, in 1748, Louis had attained to a very 
elevated Point of Glory, cemented by Mo¬ 
deration. But, he lived to become the Scorn 
of his Subjects and of Europe. While, how¬ 
ever, I thus expose the wanton or inexcus¬ 
able Inattention to Fact in the Reviewers, 
I inust with equal Candour admit that they 
have pointed out an Error in this part of my 
Work, which I gladly correct. It is where 
I have said that Henry the Fourth conquer¬ 
ed the Counties of Bourg and Bresse. It 
should have been Bp.gey and Bresse.. The 
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Mistake was a mere Inadvertence of the Pen, 
but I return them Thanks for having noticed 
it. Indeed, no Details, however minute, 
seem to have been considered by them as 
beneath their Notice, which might, as they 
hoped, cover me with Confusion. I would 
nevertheless ask, on what Ground they pre¬ 
sume to assert that I have made “ a horrible 
“ Insinuation against the late Stadtholder.” 
Where , and what is it? They are bound to 
speak out. I have said of the Prince of 
Orange, that, “ after arriving in this Coun- 
“. try, under a dark political Cloud, and after 
“ residing here many Years, without acquir- 
“ ing the public Esteem, or redeeming his 
“ public Character, he finally and precipi- 

tately quitted England under a still darker 
“ Cloud.” What “ horrible Insinuation” is 
couched under these words ? “ Honi soit y 

“ qui mal y pense” 

I pass over the coarse and vulgar Accusa¬ 
tions of “ Nastiness, Obscenity, Impurity,” 
&c. these being, as I before observed, only 
“ the Gleanings ©f the Fieldand having 
already answered their Predecessors, the 
“ Quarterly Review” and “ British Critic,” 
on all these Points. But, I cannot ullow their 
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Animadversions on the Fate of John and 
Cornelius de Witt, to remain unnoticed. If 
the Edinburgh Reviewers had looked into 
the second Edition of My Work, which lay 
before them; they would there have seen, 
that in order to guard against malignant Re¬ 
presentations respecting the Death of the 
two de Witts, which, I was sensible, might 
be made, from the brief manner in which I 
had alluded to their tragical End; 1 have 
said, “ Van Berkel merited the Fate which 
“ unjustly bef el the two de Witts , and only 
“ escaped it by the inert and incapable Con- 
“ duct of the Stadtholder.” Yet, this is the 
Passage, for which the Reviewers assert, “ I 
“should be punished by the general Exe- 
“ cration of Mankind,” as exhibiting “ Symp- 
“ toms of unmanly F'erocity,” and “ degrad- 
“ ing the English Language into a Vehicle 
“ of cowardly and sanguinary Maxims.” 
Perhaps, however, I ought not to be sur¬ 
prized at this exquisite Sensibility of the 
Edinburgh Reviewers, when engaged in the 
pious Office of rescuing from Odium, the 
name of Van Berkel; an Enemy of England 
and of the House of Orange, devoted to the 
Interests of France and of America. He 
was a natural and proper Object of their 
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Admiration, in Proportion as he excites op¬ 
posite Sensations in every loyal or patriotic 
Bosom. 

Whether Thiebault or I are most in the 
right, as to the Cause of Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunswic's Dismission from the Prussian 
Service, is a Matter of very little Moment* 
t am most ready to allow and believe, that 
Thiebault , who resided long at Berlin, is 
ipore likely to have given the true Reason, 
than myself. The unworthy Motives assum¬ 
ed by the Reviewers, as dictating the Man¬ 
ner in which l have mentioned the Regent; 
followed by their Comments on my Asser¬ 
tion, that “ His present Majesty resembles 
“ the Antonines, in the leading Features of 
“ his Character —such Animadversions 
neither admit Reply, nor merit an Answer. 
But, when they pass the Line of Truth, in 
Order to oppress me, I shall always flatly 
contradict them. How are they warranted 
in asserting that I have said, “ George the 
“ Sjecond eagerly, told the Countess of Yar- 
“ mouth, as a Piece of good News , ‘ Freddy 
“ is dead.’ ”, My Account runs thus. “ His 

Majesty had just sat down to Play, and 
“ was engaged at Cards, when a Page, dis- 
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“ patched from Leicester House, arrived, 

“ bringing Information that the Prince w£S 
“ no more. He received the Intelligence 
“ without testifying either Emotion or Sur- 
“ prize. Then rising, he crossed the Room 
“ to Lady Yarmouth’s Table, who was like- 
“ wise occupied at Play; and leaning ovet 
“ her Chair said to her in a low Tone of 
“ Voice, in German, ‘ Fritz is dode. ? Freddy 
“ is dead. Having communicated it to Hex', 
“ he instantly withdrew.”—Where is the 
Eagerness, or the Joy, as at a Piece of good 
News, here manifested? It exists only iii 
the Pages of these Scotch MunckhausCns, 
who exaggerate or twist every Fact to their 
own Purposes. That George the Second 
did not particularly love his eldest Son, nor 
perhaps had any great Reason so to do, is 
Matter of Notoriety: but, he did not dis¬ 
grace himself before Spectators, by display¬ 
ing his Satisfaction at the Prince’s Decease. 
How hard run must these Reviewers have 
been, to find real Matter of Censure or of 
Condemnation in my Work, when they are 
reduced to invent Circumstances, to suit the 
humiliating Task which they have under¬ 
taken to perform! 
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But, we come now to “ the Coalition of 
“ Lord North and Fox;” a subject on which 
their Feelings overcoming their Judgment, 
have carried them far beyond the sober 
Bounds of Reason or of Decorum. While 
they accuse me of “ atrociously libelling the 
“ Memory of Lord North;” because I assign 
Motives to justify or palliate his Luion with 
Fox, drawn from Prudence, and from bis 
political Situation at the Close of the Ameri¬ 
can War; they suppose me to be animated 
by “ Rancour” against Mr. Fox, which Sen¬ 
timent they ingeniously ascribe to “ Syco- 
“ phancy.” To whom, I would ask, could 
I make my Court in 1815, by descending 
systematically to calumniate Mr. Fox, if I 
were capable of such Baseness? It would 
be thrown away on the King, and no Man 
doubts that it wpuld awaken Sentiments of 
mingled Aversion and Resentment in the 
Bosom of the Regent. Lord Liverpool, 1 
fancy, will not suspect me of meaning to 
render myself acceptable to him, by tradu¬ 
cing an illustrious Adversary, * long since 
dead. “ But, it requires,” say the Review¬ 
ers, “ the fullest Operation of the composing 
“ Power of Contempt, to preserve the Mind 
“ from some Indignation, at reading in such 
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“ a Writer as this, that Mr. Fox’s Claims on 
“ Office, were unsustained by moral Quali- 
“ ties.” Did these Gentlemen never hear 
the Answer of Father O’Leary to the Bishop 
of Waterford, when discussing the Doctrine 
of Purgatory? “ Your Lordship,” said he, 
‘‘may go farther , and fare worse? I have 
spoken of Mr. Fox, as I thought of him, 
with* Admiration/ but, with Freedom; and 
I believe, even his Friends admit, with Can¬ 
dour and Impartiality, though I generally 
differed from him on political Subjects, and 
peculiarly disapproved of the Part that he 
took after the Commencement of the French 
Revolution. 

It is, however, only by unfairly selecting 
a few detached Words of a long Sentence, 
and reasoning on so fallacious a Basis, cal¬ 
culated for low Purposes of Deception, that 
the Reviewers can pretend even to accuse 
me of diminishing Mr. Fox’s Claim to moral 
Esteem and Approbation. I regret the Ne¬ 
cessity of citing from my own Work, but it 
is necessary to my Honour, to expose the 
malignant and uncandid Nature of the At¬ 
tacks made on me. In summing up Mr. 
Fox’s Character, I have said, “ If Energy of 
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“ Mind, Enlargement of Views, Firmness of 
“ Character, Amenity of Manners, Acquaint- 
“ ance with foreign Courts and Languages, 
“ Facility in conducting Business, and pro- 
“ digious intellectual Powers* combining 
“ Eloquence* Application, as Well as Di*£ 
“ cernment—if these Endowments are 
“ considered as forming an- incontestable 
“ Claim to public Employment, unsiistamed 
“ by moral Qualities , or by Property; We 
“ must condemn the Sentence of Exclusion 
u passed upon him. Those Persons On the 
“ other Hand, who consider all Talent, how- 
“ ever eminent, as radically defective, unless 
“ sustained by Decorum , and a Regard for 
“ Opinion; as well as all who prefer So- 
“ briety of Conduct , Regularity of DepOrt- 
“ ment, and the Virtues of private Life; 
“ above any Ability which Nature can be- 
“ stow on Man ; • lastly, all who regard 
“ Judgment, under the Controul of strict 
“ Principle * as the most indispensable Re-' 
“ quisite of a Minister, to whom the public 
“ Honour and Felicity are in some Measure 
“ necessarily entrusted——such Persons 
“ Will probably hesitate before they decide 
“ too hastily, on the Degree of Censure or 
“ of Commendation* which the Ring’s Con- 
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<c duct towards Fox, ought to excite in our 
u Minds.” Now, after perusing this Descrip¬ 
tion, any unprejudiced Mind may pass Sen¬ 
tence. Let it be remembered too, that the 
Portrait here drawn, is not the Mr. Fox of 
Fifty, such as we remember him, residing at 
St. Anne’s Hill, a married Man, leading a 
domestic Life, in the Bosom of Letters and 
Researches of Taste: but, it is Mr. Fox at 
thirty-two , as he was in 1781, living in St. 
James’s Street, close to Brookes’s; and still 
devoted to those Gratifications by which 
he had impaired his Health, ruined his 
Fortune, and diminished his brilliant Re- 
putation. 

The Reviewers dilate with a Sort of Exulta¬ 
tion, on the Circumstances of Mr. Fox’s 
having passed three Nights, at Lord Rock¬ 
ingham’s House, armed, during the Riots of 
June, 1780; and on his having collared one 
of the Rioters, whom he brought Prisoner 
to Grosvenor Square. No Man ever ques¬ 
tioned his Attachment to the Head of his 
own Party, or his Abhorrence of the Exces¬ 
ses of a ferocious Mob, which manifested as 
much Antipathy to the Members of Opposi¬ 
tion, as to the Government. But, the Ques- 
vol. i. e 
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tion is, Did. Mr. Fox, “ when, pressed in the 
•“ House of Commons, to co-operate for the 
Extrication, of the Capital, lend any; Supr 
“ port to Administration in that Moment of 
“ national Distress,” as Burke did?—I shall 
not descend to answer the Accusation of 
“ slandering Lord Effingham,” or “ insinua- 
“ ting, that the Opposition were connected 
“ with.the Rioters f because, only determined 
Malignity; can lay such absurd Imputations 
to my Charge, after perusing the Passages 
where those Subjects are mentioned in the 
Memoirs. On General Fitzpatrick, I am 
necessitated, to. say a few Words, though re¬ 
luctantly, as I am charged with. “ False- 
“ hood,” in speaking of the Decay of his 
Talents, previous to his Decease. The last 
Time.thatJ ever met that distinguished Per¬ 
son in Company, was, one Morning, at Chol- 
mondeley House, .a very short Time before 
his Death; when, not only; his Faculties, 
but, even his Articulation seemed to me to 
have sustained, a Diminution, or a Shock ; 
though probably, as Prior said of Charles; 
Earl, of Dorset, he might still “ drivel better 
“ Sense,, than other,Men.spoke.” Dining, at 
the same House, either on that Day, or soon 
afterwards, and mention being accidentally 
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made of,General Fitzpatrick,; some Decline 
of his intellectual Fire and Vigor of Mind, 
seemed to ; be generally, admitted by all pre¬ 
sent. But, even on a Supposition that I 
erred in so imagining; how do I deserve to 
have it asserted, that “ I seek a disgraceful 
“ Popularity, by exposing the Decay of Men 
of Genius, to make Sport for the Rabble”? 
The Reviewers ought to be well remunerated 
for these Sacrifices of. Decorum, Truth, and 
Character. 1 have spoken of General Fitz¬ 
patrick, with Delicacy and Concern. Does 
Johnson “ seek disgraceful Popularity, or 
“ make Sport for the Rabble,” when in his 
Translation of the tenth Satire of Juvenal, 
he observes, 

tc From Marlbro’s Eyes the Tears of Dotage flow, 

■ And Swift expires a Driv’ler, and a Show” ? 

I leave Dr. Musgrave’s Information and 
Evidence, to its own intrinsic Weight; only 
reminding the Reviewers, that when they 
rashly, ,as well, as ignorantly assert, that 
“ the Tale was patronized by no one, in, or 
“ out of Parliament, with the single Excep- 
tion of the unscrupulous Junius” they pro¬ 
bably have never read Wilkes's Letter to the 
Electors of Aylesbury, dated “ Paris, 22d 



“ October, 1764or the memorable “ North 
“ Briton,” No. 45. Whether either, or both 
these Productions, constitute Authority, I 
will not venture to say: but they unques¬ 
tionably tend to corroborate Ross Mackay’s 
Account of the Venality of Parliament in 
1763. Anxious as 1 am to take Leave of 
my Scotch Accusers, I must yet notice the 
Manner in which they inculpate my Mention 
of the calumnious Reports respecting Lord 
Shelburne’s having purchased into the Funds, 
previous to the Peace of 1783. If there be a 
Part of these Memoirs, in which, contrary 
to my ordinary Practice, I have used the 
greatest Caution; leaning throughout the 
whole Narration, to a Disbelief of the Act 
imputed, and attributing the Report itself, 
to “ the active Malignity of the First Minis- 
“ ter’s Enemies,” it is on the Point in Ques¬ 
tion. I have even cited Mr. Pitt’s Speech in 
the House of Commons, of the 21st Febru¬ 
ary, 1783, in which he alluded to “ the Arts 
“ of Defamation adopted by Lord Shel- 
“ burne’s Opponents, for the Purpose of 
“ degrading him in the national Estimation.” 
At the same time, Truth compelled me to 
add, that “ either He subsequently altered 
“ his Opinion, or his Actions contradicted 
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“ his Professions.” And who,- I would ask, 
were Lord Shelburne’s most inveterate Ene¬ 
mies, whose Arts Mr. Pitt characterized as 
“ deserving his Scorn?” Were they not the 
Adherents of Mr. Fox ? Did these well in¬ 
formed Reviewers never hear of a Periodical 
Paper called “ The Jesuit,” which appeared 
during Lord Shelburne’s Administration, in 
1782? And are they so ignorant as not to 
know who was its principal Author? Let 
the Reviewers peruse the Speeches of Burke, 
and of Lee, then Solicitor General, pro¬ 
nounced in Parliament, between July, 1782, 
and March, 1783. It seems impossible for 
Language to accumulate more severe moral 
Charges, than they respectively heaped upon 
the first Lord of the Treasury. Lee de¬ 
scribed him “ as deficient in Probity, Inte- 
“ grity, and every estimable Quality.” And 
am I now, in 1815, to be held up to universal 
Reprobation, for only mentioning that inju¬ 
rious Reports were circulated relative to the 
Earl of Shelburne ? If History be sunk so 
low, and if Reviewers are with Impunity, 
from their Retreat on the Banks of the Firth 
of Forth, or hid in the Wyndes of Edinburgh, 
to exhaust their impotent Rage on any Man 
who presumes to write with Freedom on 
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public Men and public Events, it is Time to 
have done with historical Research. 

“ Frange leves Calamus, et scinde, Thalia, Libellos!”. < 

Only one Word more on this Subject. “ It 
“ would not be fit,” say the Reviewers, “ to 
“ lay open the Circumstances which occa¬ 
sioned the political Difference ' of Lord 
“ Shelburne and Mr. Pitt, for so trifling a 
“ Purpose, as that of confuting Sir N. Wrax- 
“ all.” Yet, as two and thirty Years have 
now elapsed since it took Place, one should 
have thought, the Secret might have safely 
been divulged, especially as it would tend 
altogether to rescue Lord Shelburne’s public 
Character from any possible Misrepresenta¬ 
tion. But, it seems, Mr. Pitt did not confer 
the Marquisate of Lansdown oil that Noble¬ 
man ; which Title, we are now told, “ was 
“ requested and obtained directly from the 
“ Ring, by the Duke of Rutland, on his ac- 
“ cepting the Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland.”" 
I do not presume to contradict this Affirma¬ 
tion of the Reviewers; simply remarking,' 
that if the Duke of Rutland could thus dis¬ 
pose of the highest Honours of the Crown, 
without the Participation or-Intervention of 
the first Minister, in Favour of a Person with 



whom he was at Variance, or with whom, at 
least, he had' a “ political Difference the 
Duke was more powerful than the first Lord 
of the Treasury. But, there occurs another 
Apparent Difficulty respecting it:—for, the 
Duke of Rutland went over to Dublin, early 
in March, 1783, whereas Lord Shelburne 
was not raised to the Marquisate, before 
the End of the following* November. I leave 
these little Knots to be untied by the Re¬ 
viewers. 

For all the insulting personal Abuse with! 
which they have honoured me, for the Re-i 
flections on what they are pleased to deno¬ 
minate my “ public Morality,” for the gener¬ 
ous Solicitude that they demonstrate to pre¬ 
vent the Mischief which must arise to So¬ 
ciety, from the Diffusion of a Work so ma¬ 
lignant, immoral, and licentious, as the 
“ Historical Memoirs,” I thank the Edin¬ 
burgh Reviewers. Their -List of *■*' Galli- 
“ cisms, Scotticisms, Hibernicisnis, Barba- 
“ risms, Vulgarisms, incoherent Metaphors;- 
f< bad English, and absolute Nonsense,” to 
be found in the-Work; and which they 
kindly point out to the World, as literary 
Rocks and Quicksands, to be avoided by 
succeeding Writers ; claim the public Gra-' 
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titude. There is great Philanthropy in such 
disinterested Attention to prevent so perni¬ 
cious a Book, of which two Thousand have 
hern already sold , from penetrating any fur¬ 
ther, arid corrupting the whole Inhabitants 
of the United Kingdom. I trust, the “ So- 
•‘ ciety for the Suppression of Vice,” will 
notice as becomes them, these generous 
Efforts of Men, who can have no Motive 
except virtuous Indignation, to propel their 
Endeavours; and who find the Reward Of 
their Labours, in their own conscious Rec¬ 
titude. Such Men are rare on this Side of 
the Tweed, and should be encouraged, wher¬ 
ever they are found. Yet, with their Zeal, 
it would be as well, if they mixed a little 
Knowledge and Moderation. For Instance, 
when, towards the Conclusion of their Phi¬ 
lippic, speaking of me, they say, “ He is so 
“ perfectly regardless of Truth, that we are 
“ convinced, there is riot a single Anecdote 
‘‘ in the Book, which can be safely believed 
“ on his Testimony,” they compel me to 
stand on my Defence. Not a single Anec¬ 
dote.! What! not the Account given of Lord 
Sackville’s Reception of the News of the 
Surrender of the British Army, at York 
Town!—The Earl of Glandore, and Mr. Her¬ 
bert of Muckruss, his two Sons in Law, as 
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well as Lord Walsingham, who were all 
present, are still alive, and could contradict 
it, if not true.* Do the Reviewers mean to 
doubt my having sent the first Intelligence 
overland to India* of the Peace of 1783 ; for 
not doing which, the late Lord Sydney, then 
Secretary of State, narrowly escaped, as I 
know, being called on to make his Defence 
in the House of Peers ?—Will these Gentle? 
men venture to question my Account of Sir 
.Fletcher Norton’s Elevation to the Peerage 
by Lord Rockingham; and of his kissing 
the King’s Hand at the Queen’s Drawing 
Room, on his being raised to that Dignity ? 
Which of the numerous Particulars recounts 
ed, of George the Third, of Lord North, or 
of Mr. Pitt, do they presume to deny ? Is it 
the King’s Interview and Conversation with 
Lord George Germain, previous to his being 
created a Viscount; or is it the Story of Sir 
Eyre Coote’s red Ribband, which covered 
Fox with no little Ridicule, in November, 
1783, just before the Fall of the “ Coalition ”? 
This Pyrrhonism is excessive. The most 
determined Sceptic might believe something , 
out of such a Mass of Anecdote, between 


* Since this Answer was composed, I have lost the first 
and the last of those three old Friends. 



1772 and 1784, as are contained in the 
“ Historical Memoirs.” 

The Contradictions and conflicting Opi¬ 
nions of these “ same learned Thebans,” the 
Reviewers, form not the least ridiculous Fea¬ 
ture of their Criticisms; and prove that, 
though they have all been “ screwed up to 
the sticking Place,” namely extinguishing the 
Work , yet they differ toto Ccelo, on the main 
Points of their Judgment. For Instance, the 

British Critic” says, (Page 27) “ The Mate- 
trials of his Second Part, are much superior 
“to those of the first.” Now hear the “ Edin¬ 
burgh Review^” (Page 188.) “ On the 

“ whole, it must be owned that the Part of 
“ the Book which relates to the Continent , 
“ is much more tolerable than that which re- 
t gards England ’.” Again, upon the Subject 
of Mr. Fox, the “ Quarterly” and the “ Edin¬ 
burgh,” are, (as might indeed be expected,) 
completely opposed to each other. The first 
of these worthy Reviews says, “ The Friends 
“ of the late Mr. Fox, will allege that Sir 
“ Nathaniel has been unjust to that eminent 
“ Man : but we think that on this delicate 
“ Subject, the Opinion of Sir N. is not only 
“ sincere, but, justified by the Circumstances 
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“ of Mr. Fox’s Life.” After very warmly 
inveighing against that great Statesman, for 
“ the Mischief of his public Conduct, and his 
“ Sacrifices to Ambition,” they add, “ We 
“ say nothing of his Conduct in latter Times. 
“ On that Subject we confess, we ourselves 
“ could scarcely write impartially. But, 
“ with Regard to the Transactions that Sir 
“ N. Wraxall relates, we must do him the 
“ Justice to say, that we think his Bias 
“ against the Politics of Mr. Fox, is not 
“ only'just and reasonable; but, that similar 
“ Sentiments are common to the great Ma- 
“ jority of Mankind.” (See Quart. Review, 
Pages 206 and 207 .) These Opinions are 
Wormwood to the Advocates of Fox, who 
indignantly exclaim, “ To apply such Lan- 
“guage as Sir'Nathaniel applies to Mr. Fox^ 
“is, indeed, to libel all his eminent Contem- 
“ poraries ; and through them, the Age and 
“ Nation of which they were the Ornaments.” 
Their pious Rage, excited by the Comments 
which I have made upon their' great Idol, 
makes them strike at Random, and heap 
upon me at once Accusations of Sycophancy 
and of ’Falsity, blended yv\ih Rancour, which 
entitle mie at once to' their Indignation and 
their Contempt. (See ,“ Edinburgh Review,” 
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Pages 204—206, and 207.) But, it would 
lead me too far, if I were to attempt to point 
out the Inconsistencies of Men, who seem to 
be agreed only on one Point, that of earning 
the Reward of their virulent Attack on the 
Book, and on its Author. 

All the Thunders of the Scottish Vatican 
are concentred in their concluding Sentence, 
which, though long, yet as containing the 
Quintessence of their critical Acumen, and 
displaying a Specimen of impartial literary 
Justice, I must transcribe. Speaking of the 
Work before us, they say, “ By the disgust- 
“ ing or indecent Character of his private 
“ Anecdotes; by his Belief in Stories, which 
“ were always incredible; by his Attempt to 
“ perpetuate Weaknesses, which ought to be 
“ forgotten; by the shameless Profligacy, or 
“ atrocious Criminality of the Acts, which he 
“ imputes coolly and groundlessly to public 
“ Men, with no other Distinction than that 
“ inspired by a pretty constant, though not 
“ a very judicious Attention, to the Wishes 
“ of the powerful; he has done his utmost 
“ to blacken the Character of his Age and 
“ Country, to extinguish all Confidence in 
“ political Honesty, and thus to destroy that 



59 


public Esteem, which is the only outward 
“ Reward of those who do not court royal 
“ Favour.” Why, what a nefarious Book 
must this be! It ought to be burnt by the 
common Hangman, opposite the Tolbooth 
of . Edinburgh, under the immediate Direc¬ 
tion of thcTScotch Reviewers, habited as Spa¬ 
nish Inquisitors. The “ Essay on Woman,” 
•fell short of it in Indecency. Aretine and 
Machiavel were not so subversive of public 
Morality. Boccace, La Rochefoucault, or 
Brantome, could not compete in Profligacy 
with such a Work. John Knox himself, 
their own Countryman, in his holy Rage 
against the Whore of Babylon, against Po¬ 
pery and Monarchy, scarcely surpassed the 
Virulence of these Reviewers. Methinks I 
behold them, perched on the sacred Mauso¬ 
leum of David Hume, from the Summit of 
the Calton Hill, darting thejr black Light¬ 
nings on my devoted Head!. I am never¬ 
theless, I assure them, unappalled and un¬ 
dismayed. These are not the Arrows of 
Teucer: they are the imbecile and harmless 
Darts of Priam. “ iVelum imhelle , sine Ictu? 
whieh inflict no Wound, and leave no Cica¬ 
trice. The Rumbling oi their Thunder, only 
reminds us of the 'brazen-hoofed Horses of 
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Salmoneus, and never can imitate the Bolts 
of Jove. 

But, let me calmly ask these worthy 
Guardians of the Chastity and Purity of the 
British Press, what is„ their Object in thus 
letting loose their Rage on me ? Js.it in the 
Hope or Expectation of at one e putting down 
the Book, and extinguishing it under Invec¬ 
tives ? Do they fancy that the English 
People will give them Credit for immaculate 
Criticism, and.for unbought Censure? Or 
t do.they consider themselves as the Dictators 
of Literature, 

“ Knights of the Polar Star, by Learning placed, 

“ To shine the Cynosureof British Taste”? 

If these are their Expectations, I trust, they 
will be speedily undeceived, and they egre- 
gi'ously mistake the Limits of their Power. „ 

“ Non illis Imperium Calamo!” 

Neither their Praise nor their Satire can ope¬ 
rate beyond the Moment, unless it be sus¬ 
tained by Truth, Candour, and Impartiality. 
In the violent, as well as indecent Attack 
which they have now made, we trace the in¬ 
herent Proof of some foul Interference. Else, 
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how shall we account for the “ Quarterly 
“ and Edinburgh Reviews” forming a literary 
Coalition, like that so famous political Union 
of 1783, which, as they may remember, co¬ 
vered both Parties with Disgrace and Shame? 
It is time however that I should take final 
leave of these Reviewers, which I do by 
parodying the Words of Sterne , addressed 
to the venerable Doctors of the Sorbonne, 
when he hopes that they rested well after 
their Consultation. I trust in like Manner, 
that the Conductors of the “ Edinburgh Re- 
*' view,” will receive from the Public, the 
merited Reward of their laborious and ma¬ 
levolent Attack on a Work, which, however 
great or numerous, as I admit, may be its 
Defects, is characterized in every Page, by 
Qualities vainly to be sought in their Pro¬ 
ductions; namely, Loyalty to the Sovereign, 
Detestation of French Principles, Abhor¬ 
rence of Bonaparte and all his fallen Jacobin 
Gang, Attachment to the Crown, and Reve¬ 
rence for the British Constitution. 

N. WILLIAM WRAXALL. 


Charlton, near Cheltenham, 
Wednesday, 6th September, 1815. 
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SECOND ANSWER, 

#c. 

Paris, No. 21, Huai Voltaire, 
27 th- January, 1816. 

When I last answered the Attack of the 
“ Quarterly Review;”—for, I held the Sl Brit- 
“ ish Critic ” in too much Contempt, to have 
ever given that Publication any separate Re¬ 
ply ; nor should I probably have attempted 
to repel the Calumnies of the “ Quarterly 
“ Review,” if the unprovoked, and appa¬ 
rently inexplicable Abuse directed against 
Sir John Macpherson, had not roused me; 

-1 confidently believed, the Editors of 

that Review, could never notice it. So 
strong is the internal Evidence of the Ar¬ 
ticle “ having been made for them, not by 
“ them;” and so palpably is the Demonstra¬ 
tion of this disgraceful Fact, impressed on 
every Page, that its ostensible Authors had 
no Shelter from public Shame, except in 
f 2 
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Silence. Hid, and in some Measure lost in 
the Immensity of the English Metropolis; 
terrified at the Idea of my disclosmg the 
Means which had been used to engage their 
Services; and the Name of the Person em¬ 
ployed ;—in the Lapse of near five Months, 
they have exhibited no Sign of Life. Not 
so the “ Edinburgh Review.” Though 
London might conceal the Disgrace of the 
“ Quarterly,” no Wynde of the “ ancient Ca- 
“ pital” of Scotland, could be found dark 
enough to shield from the Sneers and Con¬ 
tempt of their Countrymen, these Munch - 
hausens of the North. We may easily per¬ 
ceive how they wrythe and twist under the 
Chastisement inflicted on them, and how 
deeply they feel the Application of the 
“ Metaphors,” which they affect to despise. 
Sir Fretful Plagiary did not betray more 
Distress, nor smile more ruefully, than does 
the “ idle Advocate,” who, generously ex¬ 
tending his Shield over his Associates in 
Humiliation, “ throws away an Hour” in 
exposing the Errors of my Work. In that 
short Space of Time he has, as he asserts, 
actually written an Article containing above 
fourteen small, closely printed Pages, nearly 
equalling in Magnitude my “ Answer,” which 



certainly cost me son^e Days to compose: 
indeed, the Article cannot be perused in an 
Hour, nor copied in six Hours. Why, his 
Countryman, the “ Admirable Creighton,” 
never wrote with such Facility, as this “ idle 
“ Advocateand Justus Lipsius’s Work, of 
which Tristram Shandy says, that “ they 
“ should have wiped it up, and said no more 
“ about it,” cannot be placed in any Com¬ 
petition with the Production before us. If, 
however, I cannot rival him in Rapidity of 
Composition, I trust that I shall exceed him 
in the more essential Branches of Solidity, 
Truth, and every Quality that can enforce 
Conviction on an unprejudiced Mind. 

After this short Exordium, I will endea¬ 
vour, with all the Brevity of which the Sub¬ 
ject is susceptible;—for, my first Object is 

a wide Circulation ;--to answer pointedly 

the Accusations and Calumnies either re¬ 
peated or invented in this “ Edinburgh Re- 
“ viewnot even omitting the Personalities, 
which, in Violation of Liberality or De¬ 
cency, have been introduced into it. And 
in Order to fix the Writer to his “ Charges,” 
I will take the Series as he hrys enumerated 
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them, beginning with those to which he says 
“ I have made no Answer.” They amount 
to six in Number, if, after all, such Allega¬ 
tions can deserve to be entitled Charges , or 
are susceptible of any specific Reply. 

The first is, that “ I impute Cowardice to 
“ Louis the Sixteenth.” 

The second, that “ I accuse Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
“ Fox, and Mr. Burke, of being ready to 
“ bring Lord North to the Block.” 

The third, that “ I accuse Lord North of 
“ having coalesced with Mr. Fox, from 
“ prudential Motives.” 

The fourth, (if it means any thing,) arraigns 
me for attributing to Lord Thurlow, the 
Reply which he made to His Majesty, 
when the King entertained Ideas of visit¬ 
ing his Hanoverian Dominions. 

The fifth and sixth form a complicated 
Charge; namely, that I first “ impute to 
“ tTje King, Duplicity to his Ministers 
and next, that “ I excuse or approve his 
“ Conduct.” 

These heavy Accusations, the “ idle Ad- 
“ vocate” says, “ are all passed over in pro- 
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“found and prudent Silence.” I will en¬ 
deavour at least to remove that Ground of 
Censure. 

To the first Charge, I reply that, 1 never 
did impute Cowardice to Louis the . Six¬ 
teenth. I have indeed said that “ his per- 
“ sonal Courage was problematical f and that 
“ he did not comport himself with the 
“ Serenity and Self-possession of Charles 
“ the Pirst, and Mary, Queen of Scots, 
“ when laying down their Heads on the 
“ Block.” But, so far have I been from en¬ 
deavouring to prove that he was a Coward, 
I add, (after remarking on the Nature of the 
Guillotine, as “ bereaving Death of all its 
“ Grace and Dignity,”) “ I have likewise 
“ seen and read very strong Attestations to 
“ the Firmness displayed by the King of 
“ France, in his last Moments.” Nay, I have 
produced one Proof addressed to the Duke 
of Dorset, which declares that lie died, 
“ with the most heroic Courage.” His 
“ Attempt to resist or impede the Execu- 
“ tioners,” to which I allude, might, and 
probably did arise from other Motives and 
Feelings than personal Fear. Even Marie 
Antoinette turned pale at Sight of the Quil- 



lotine. And, after all, what Sort of a Charge 
is this ?—The Courage of Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth, nay, of Louis the Fourteenth, was 
problematical. So was that of Charles the 
Second, and even of James: the Second: 
while Charles, the First and William the 
Third manifested the greatest Intrepidity in 
the Field. I retract not one Word, nor re¬ 
cede from one Expression that I have used, 
relative to Louis the 16th. Let the Edin¬ 
burgh Reviewers-make the most of it. 

To the second Charge I answer, that both 
Fox and Burke did many Times menace 
Lord North with the Scaffold, between 1779 
and 1782. If any Man can doubt it, he has 
only to read “ WoodfalTs Parliamentary 
“ Register.” But I have no where said that 
Mr. Pitt , though he expressed his Abhor¬ 
rence of the American War, and of the Ad¬ 
ministration who conducted it, threatened the 
First Minister with the Block. These Scotch 
Reviewers mingle Truth with Falsehood; 
but it is easy to detect and expose their Arts 
of Deception. 

I adhere to, and I maintain the Justice of 
every Word or Sentiment which constitutes 
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the Object of the third Charge; namely, 
that “ Lord North’s Junction with the Party 

which had so long opposed him, has ai¬ 
rways appeared to me to admit of much 
“ more Palliation, than the Conduct of Fox 
“ and his Adherents.” These are my Ex¬ 
pressions, when speaking of the “ Coali- 
“ tion.” (See Page 310—312, second Vo¬ 
lume of the “ Memoirs,” second Edition. 
Or Pages 308 and 309, of the third Volume 
of the third Edition.) Unquestionably, in my 
Opinion, Lord North acted with Prudence , 
in meeting Fox’s Overtures for a Reconcilia¬ 
tion and Union. I do not say that he acted 
with Magnanimity or Elevation of Mind. 

Without being affected in the smallest 
Degree by the Comments of the Edinburgh 
Reviewers, J believe on good Authority, that 
Lord Thurlow made the Answer to His 
Majesty, commemorated at Page 332 of the 
second Volume of the “ Memoirsand at 
Page 353 of the third Volume of the Work, 
in the present Editionwhich forms their 
fourth Accusation. 

I deny that I attribute to His Majesty, 
“ Duplicity towards his Ministers.” Let the 
World judge. My Words are, (Page 464 of 
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the second Volume, of the second Edition; 
or Page 596 of the third Volume of the 
third Edition;) “ There were nevertheless, 
“ it must be admitted, many Individuals 
“ who thought that the royal Disapproba- 

lion should have been earlier signified; 
“ and who inclined to accuse the King of 
“ something like Duplicity or Deception, in 
“ his Treatment of Administration.” But, 
I fully admit that His Majesty’s Line of Ac¬ 
tion is by me exculpated and justified , for 
the Reasons assigned; which Conduct of 
the King I approve at this Time, as much 
as I did in 1783. I think I cannot give a 
more specific Answer to the fifth and sixth 
Points. The Reviewers must now confess 
that I do not “ stand mute on my Arraign- 
“ ment.” 

. * , ' . . 3 ' 

Having met and silenced these minor Ob¬ 
jects of impotent and malignant Accusation, 
I come to the great Charge respecting Dr. 
Musgrave’s Assertion, that “ the Princess 
“ Dowager of Wales and Lord Bute received 
“ Money from the French Court, for aiding 
“ to effect the Peace.” The “ Edinburgh 
“ Review,” with that Audacity which com¬ 
monly accompanies, and sometimes shelters 
Ignorance, rashly ventured in their first 



Criticism on the “ Memoirs,” to say that 
“ the Tale was patronized by no one, in or 
“ out of Parliament, with the single Excep- 
“ tion of the unscrupulous Junius .” And 
now, when I have exposed their Unacquaint¬ 
ance with Wilkes’s Letter to the Electors of 
Aylesbury, as well as their Inattention to 
the “ North Briton,” No. 45.; what is their 

Reply -Do they venture to impugn or 

to deny those Corroborations ? No--- 

They say, “ We are disposed by Charity y 
“ to leave him undisputed Possession of 
“ Wilkes’s Address to the Electors of Ayles- 
“ bury. It is absolutely his best historical 

“ Authority .”-What more authentic 

Testimony or Proof can well be produced 
in Confirmation of any public Fact, than a 
Letter written by a Member of the very 
Parliament accused by him of Venality; 
dated in 1764, the Year subsequent to the 
Peace in Question; addressed to his own 
Constituents; printed and circulated at the 
Time, throughout the Kingdom ? Such a 
Document outweighs twenty Pages of vul¬ 
gar Abuse. The “ idle Advocate” would 
do well to,remember that Charity begins at 
home. He and his Associates will stand 
in need of much Indulgence for their De- 
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viations from Liberality, Truth, and Deco¬ 
rum. 

The Public might with Reason censure 
me, if I obtruded my own private Affairs on 
their Notice, while repelling the Calumnies 
thrown on my literary Character. Nor can 
it be necessary for me to give any Answer 
to the scurrilous Personalities which the 
Reviewers obscurely sustain by Allusions 
to “ Benfield’s Ledger,” the “ Memoirs of 
“ Ossian,” or the Stories of “ six Members 
“ of the House of Commons sent to that As- 
“ sembly, by the fair or fraudulent Creditors 
“ of the Nabob of the Carnatic!” But, when 
they presume to assert* that “ in a judicial 
“ Examination,” (no doubt, before the Car¬ 
natic Commissioners,) “ I pretty intelligibly 
“ assigned the Interest Of those Creditors, 
“ as the Motive of my Vote against the 
“ India Bill, on the 1st of December, 1783,” 
the Reviewers, or their Informers, are guilty 
of a gross Violation of Truth. It is indeed 
the Engine to which they systematically have 
Recourse, and by which alone they can at¬ 
tempt to colour their next Charge; namely, 
that when I say, “ the Consciousness of all 
“ India being subjected to the rapacious 
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“ Hands of Fox’s Adherents, by no Means 
“ tended to tranquillize the public Mind,” 
I mean to throw a Stigma on “ the Com- 
“ missioners for Indian Affairs, Lord Fitz- 
“ william, the late Lord Dartmouth, the 
“ late Lord Guildford, and the late Lord 
“ Min to.” Unfortunately for the Edinburgh 
Reviewers, they have mistaken the Time 
when my Observation is made, which was in 
November , 1783, whereas t he Commissioners 
above mentioned were not then in Existence; 
the “ East India Bill” in which they were 
named, not-having even passed the House 
of Commons; before the 9th of December. 
It now remains therefore for these worthy 
and candid, but,, ignorant. Reviewers, to ex¬ 
plain; how I could by Possibility mean to 
assert or to imply, that Commissioners who 
were not themselves yet appointed, had 
nevertheless already promised or filled up 
“ the first Employments in India.” My Re¬ 
mark applies to the personal Promises or 
Engagements made by Administration, prer 
vious to the Passage of the “ East India Bill” 
through the lower House. This; impotent 
Attempt to mislead, and to implicate the 
little Passions of human Nature in the Cause 
of Calumny, by naming four Noblemen of 



high and unspotted Character, as the Objects 
of my Animadversion, will only revert on its 
Authors. The Public will judge between 
them and me. 

In the first Criticism of my Work; the 
Reviewers accused me of “ making Louis 
“ the 15th my Hero,” and of asserting that 
he “ had covered himself with Glory.” When 
I exposed the Falsehood of this Imputation, 
by Citations from the Book itself, proving 
the direct contrary; instead of confessing 
their Fault, and asking Pardon for such 
shameful Misrepresentation, what do they 
now say ?——We hurry over small Matters. 
“ He said that Louis the 15th had covered 
“ himself with Glory. This we thought the 
“ Height of Ridicule, till Sir IN. employed 
“ two Pages of what he calls his Answer, to 
“ prove it,—which we think more ridiculous 
“ still.” And is this their Excuse for a 
wanton Perversion of Truth, when sitting in 
Judgment on a literary Work, after being 
exposed in all their Deformity, as twisting 
every Fact to their own Purposes ? With 
similar Audacity they invent, where they 
cannot find. Subject for Accusation. I had 
■already proved, by quoting my own Words, 
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that I never represented the King of Portu¬ 
gal, “ as a drunken old Moor.” They now 
assert that I have said, “ He had a Pace 
“ carbuncled by hard Drinking;” Where , 
in what Page , are these Words, or any syno¬ 
nymous Expressions to be found? The Fa¬ 
cility which, Hamlet says, accompanies the 
Act of violating Truth, may tempt these 
systematic Munckhausens to have Recourse 
to the Expedient: but they may be assured 
it will eventually cover them with Shame. 
Though slow, the Verdict of the Public will 
overtake them. My Erudition informs me, 
and will prove to them before the Close of 
1816, that 

M Raro antecedentem Scelestum 

u Deseruit Pede Pana claudo.” 

But, we come now to what they denomi¬ 
nate “ higher Matterfor, these Men see 
nothing in created Nature, so high as their 
Idol. They employ two long Pages in de¬ 
manding Proof that “ Fox refused to lend 
“ any personal Support to Government 
“ during the Riots of June , 1780, though 
“ Burke in the House of Commons loudly 
41 expressed his Wish for Unanimity.” What 
Proof would they have ?—I was not then in 
Parliament, myself, not having been elected 
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till September of that Year. I cannot there¬ 
fore assert it from ray own Recollection. 
And if 1 could have done it, they would dis¬ 
pute ray Accuracy or Veracity. The Fact 
is now of near thirty-six Years ago. Wit¬ 
nesses, therefore, such as the Reviewers call 
for, are not to be found every Day. But, 
Burke’s more pronounced and unequivocal 
Support given to Government on that trying 
Occasion, was Matter of Notoriety at the 
Time. It grew out of the Characters of the 
two Individuals, which were most dissimilar, 
though then fighting under the same Banner. 
I have remarked it, when delineating the 
Character of Burke. Speaking of him and 
of Fox, (“ Memoirs,” Vol. 2d, Pages 39 and 
40, of the second Edition^ or Pages 280 and 
281, of the second Volume of the third Edi¬ 
tion,) I observe that “.Even in their nearest 
“ Approximations, there were al\vays essen- 
“ tial and striking Distinctions between" the 
“ two Opposition Leaders'.” The Case in 
Question was one of them. In 1793/ they 
diverged with inconceivable Violence, in op 1 
posite Directions, nevermore to be reunited. 
And what w as the Cause of that Separation?? 
Was it not because Burke “ lent his per- 
“ sonal Support to Government,” against 



15 


Insurrection, Jacobinism, Regicide, and An¬ 
archy ; all which Fox took under his Protec¬ 
tion, though he denominated them. Liberty ? 
This is my Answer to the Reviewers. 

They return to the Charge of my having, 
as they unfairly assert, declared that “ Mr. 
“ Fox’s Claims to Office, were unsustained 
“ by moral Qualities.” I cannot more com¬ 
pletely answer or refute that Mis-Statement, 
than I have already done in my last Reply; 
a Mis-Statement, “ only calculated for low 
“ Purposes of Deception.” The Reviewers 
are pleased to denominate my Justification, 
“ a Hubble-bubble of Words, with which 
“ they do not chuse to encumber their 
“ Pages.” I adhere fully to my Opinion of 
Mr. Fox, as contained in that “ Hubble¬ 
-bubble of Words;” and if they were his 
enlightened Friends, instead of bis servile 
Admirers, they would be satisfied with the 
Terms in which I have spoken of him. ,J 
have nothing to retract or to alter in the Cha¬ 
racter that I have drawn of Fox. It is impar¬ 
tial, just, and candid ; neither dictated by 
Flattery, nor tinctured in any Feature by 
Enmity. I respect myself too much, to lend 
my Pen to the base Degradation of Party, 
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or to the vile Arts of Misrepresentation. 
The only Recommendation of my Work, is 
its Truth. 

As little have I to retract any Part of my 
Remarks on General Fitzpatrick, and the 
Explanation that I gave on the Subject; ex¬ 
cept to put the Reviewers right, when, with 
their accustomed Regard to Truth; they 
make me “ admit that I might have erred” in 
supposing his mental Powers to have sus¬ 
tained some Diminution in Brilliancy before 
his Decease. 1 made no such Admission. 
My Words are, “ But, even on a Supposi- 
<c tion that I erred in so imagining, how do 
“ I deserve to have it asserted, that I seek a 
“ disgraceful Popularity, by exposing the 
“ Decay of Men of Genius, to make Sport 
“ for the Rabble?” The Reviewers ought 
to know that an Hypothesis is not an Ad¬ 
mission. Every Writer to the Signet can 
tell them that Fact. 

I leave the “ idle Advocate” and his Asso¬ 
ciates, to the undisturbed Enjoyment of any 
Triumph that they may decree to themselves, 
for their labored Hypercriticism on my Ex¬ 
planation relative to the De Witts and Van 



17 


Berk el. I hope it may console them for the 
Mortifications to which they must submit, 
from all those who appreciate the Value of 
moral Character. 

)<j; „ t ■»*. \V 

There exists not the slightest Contradic¬ 
tion between my Assertion, that “ George 
“ the Second considered his Son’s-Recovery, 
“ if it .should take Place, as an Object of 
“ the utmost. Regret and his nevertheless 
communicating the Intelligence of Frederic’s 
Decease, to Lady Yarmouth, “ without tes¬ 
tifying either Emotion or Surprize.” The 
Reviewers affect to suppose, that a Man 
may not regard an Event as in itself, under 
certain Points of View, rather beneficial than 
calamitous, without eagerly divulging, as a 
“ Piece of good News” the Accomplishment 
of that Event: but, as I observed in my 
former Answer, “ the King did not. disgrace 
“ himself before Spectators, by displaying 
“ his Satisfaction at the Prince’s Decease.” 

# i * • •• t - ? ’ rr »> * . - :i 

If the Edinburgh Reviewers display equal 
Ignorance and Incapacity in their legal Cha¬ 
racters, as Advocates at the Bar of the.Court 
of Session, as they have demonstrated in 
their Jiterary Capacity, by their Attacks on 
S 2 
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my Work, their Clients may be justly con¬ 
sidered as Objects of Compassion. Never 
could this Observation have been more for¬ 
cibly exemplified, than in their Defence of 
the Earl of Shelburne. While relating the 
Circumstances that accompanied his Resig¬ 
nation as Eirst Minister, in February, 1783, 
I could not pass over in Silence, the injuri¬ 
ous Reports circulated relative to that No¬ 
bleman ;—Reports, which Mr. Pitt charac¬ 
terized in Parliament, as “ the Arts of Defa- 
“ matiori, adopted by Lord Shelburne’s Op- 
“ ponents, and as deserving his Scorn:”— 
Reports propagated by Fox’s Followers, and 
which were not long afterwards, (as was 
commonly supposed,) embodied, if 1 may 
use the Expression, by General Burgoyne, 
in his Comedy of “ the Heiress,” where 
not only “Allscrip” forms the principal. 
Character; but, as we all remember, the 
very Scenery was rendered subservient to 
the same Effect. I believe, if my Memory 
does not fail me, General Fitzpatrick wrote 
the Prologue to this dramatic Piece, which 
was supported on the Shoulders of the 
Party. 

Now let us see the Justification of Lord 
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Shelburne, set up by the Reviewers. After 
their usual Preface of Invective against my¬ 
self, for having presumed even to mention 
the Existence of such Reports,- they add, 
speaking of me, “ His Logic is on a Level 
“ with his Morals. Because Mr. Burke 
“ and Mr. Lee perhaps abused the Liberty 
“of Debate in 1782, in general Invective 
* against Lord Shelburne, this Writer thinks 
“ himself at Liberty to impute to him, with- 
“ out Proof, a particular Crime of the basest 
“ Character. They, in all the Intemperance 
“ of Invective which the Heat of Debate 
“ may excuse, abstained from any Allusion 
u to a specific Accusation. The natural 
“ Inference is, that even in that heated and 
“ disturbed .State of Mind, they disbelieved 
“ all such Accusations.” . .. 

Who would not suppose, on reading this 
Defence, that Fox’s, Burke’s, and Lee’s 
Speeches in the House of Commons, above 
alluded to, were made subsequent to the Im¬ 
putations thrown on Lord Shelburne ?. No 
doubt, the Reviewers so thought, by pro¬ 
ducing them on the present Occasion, as 
negative Attestations in Favor of that No¬ 
bleman. And what will the World think of 



20 


these ignorant Advocates, when the Truth 
is, that the three violent Harangues in 
Question, were all pronounced between the 
6th, and the 11 th of July, 1782whereas 
the pretended Purchases in the Funds, 
were not, and could not have been made 
before November , or December , 1782, or 
January , 1783 y previous to the Conclusion 
of Peace? So that Lord Shelburne’s Inno¬ 
cence is to result from the Silence of his 
Enemies respecting a F.act,> which could not 
have been even contemplated by him, or by 
them, till several Months after the Speeches 
were delivered. 

-“ O Medici, mediam pertundite Venam!” 

Unfortunate Lord Shelburne, to have met 
with such Defenders! All the Abuse which 
they heap, on me, is Kindness, compared 
with such Exculpation, Pope somewhere 
exclaims, 

“ Bless’d be the Gods for what they took away, 
And what they left me !” 

I.have only to hope from Providence, that 
whoever are my Friends, the Edinburgh Re¬ 
viewers may always remain my Enemies. 
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I come now to the “ five Russian Mur- 
“ dersan Article of Accusation against me 
so prominent and so laboured in their first 
Criticism pn my Memoirs, on which the 
present Article exhibits a new Proof of 
shameless Tergiversation. I will cite their 
own Words, which must constitute the most 
severe Chastisement, to Men. not lost to the 
Value of Character. Last August, after 
enumerating “ the Deaths of the Emperor 
“ Peter, of Prince Ivan, of the supposed 
“ Princess Tarrakanoff, of the Grand Dii- 
‘ 4 chess the first Wife of Paul, and that of 
“ the Princess of Wi^mberg f they add, 
“ Such a Series of Murders, including that 
“ of a Husband, of a Boy, (which Boy was 
“ twenty-four Years old,) and of three young 
“ Women, one of whom was a Daughter in 
“ Law, has not been charged on any Indi- 
“ vidual, at least in the modern History of 
“ Europe;” And now, what is their Lan¬ 
guage?——“ We were far from, blaming him 
“ for having, in common with Europe, attri- 
“ buted to that Princess, a Participation in 
“ the Murders of her Husband, of Ivan, and 
“ of the supposed Princess Tarrakanoff 
By what Logic will the Reviewers recon¬ 
cile these Contradictions? 
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Relative to the Death of the Grand Du¬ 
chess, and that of the Princess of Wirtem- 
berg, I have not a Word to alter in my 
Account of those Events: but, when the 
Reviewers add, “ Count Woronzow offered, 
“ as we read in the Newspapers , to desist 
“ from the Prosecution against our Author, 
“ if the latter would name the Agent of the 
“ Court of Wirtemberg,” I must flatly con¬ 
tradict this supposed Pact, as wholly des¬ 
titute of Truth , or of any Foundation. I 
have not the least Reluctance or Hesitation 
to repeat, ^s I now do for the third Time in 
Print, that I regret having very inadvertently 
mentioned Count Woronzow’s Name, in a 
Manner painful or injurious to his Feelings. 
But, the Duke de Sorrentino, of whom Lord 
Blaney expressed himself in the most severe 
Terms, was contented to receive an Apology 
from him, only a few Weeks ago, in the 
Court,of King’s Bench, upon Lord Blaney’6 
.expressing his Concern and Sorrow for the 
Offence. 

I have still to notice one more gross Devi¬ 
ation from Fact on the part of the Re¬ 
viewers :■—a Deviation which must have 
been intentional, unless they never read my 
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“ Answer” to their Calumnies, which they 
so severely criticize. They asserted in their 
first Review of my Work, that “ not a single 
“ Anecdote contained in it, could be be- 
“ lieved on my* Testimony.” When I cited 
various specific Facts, and called on them to 
contradict me if they dared; what is their 
Reply ?—“ We only said that we thought it 
“ safest to believe nothing, merely because he 
“ says it. And in this he evidently concurs : 
“ for, he in this very Place enumerates the 
“ few trust-ivorthy Passages of his Book, 
“ which are all attested hy other Witnesses , 
“ and may therefore undoubtedly be believed, 
“ notwithstanding the negative Power of his 
“ Testimony.”—But, besides the particular 
Circumstances to which I referred, I added, 
Which of the numerous Particulars re- 
“ counted of George the Third , of Lord 
** North, , or of Mr. Pitt t do they presume 
** to deny ?”—Here was a sweeping Challenge 
thrown out to the Reviewers, comprehending 
probably fourscore or more Anecdotes, scat¬ 
tered through the two Volumes, not attested 
by other Witnesses. —Really, the “idle Ad- 
“ vocate” and his Associates, must either 
hold the Understanding of their Readers in 
great Contempt, or can set little Value on 
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the Opinions of Mankind, when they thus 
wantonly sacrifice Truth, Impartiality, and 
every Quality that can render them estima¬ 
ble as Men and as Reviewers, to the Gratifi¬ 
cation of unworthy Feelings. Their Conduct 
will carry with it, its own Punishment. 

It cannot be expected that I should attempt 
to answer the -vulgar Reflections which they 
make on the Sale of my Work, when in one 
Place they say, “ It is no sort of Wonder 
“ that with such Allurements, his Sale should 
“ have rivalled that of the Jockey Club , or 
“ the Crimes of Cabinets while elsewhere 
they observe, alluding to the Number sold; 
‘.‘.In almost' any formed Period, St. Giles’s 
“ would have polled more than two Thou- 
“ sand? They conclude with an Epigram; 
which, though ascribed to a “ young Gen- 
“ tleman of Oxford;” smells strongly of the! 
North Loclu I have only one Remark to 
make upon it, namely, that as it accuses me 
of misdating Facts, I will venture to defy 
both Oxford and Edinburgh , though both are 
Seats of Learning, to point out four Errors 
of that Nature in my two Volumes, which 
contain twelye Hundred Pages. Now here 
I have afforded Subject at once of Occupa- 
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tion and of Triumph to the Reviewers, if they 
mean or dare to abide by their own Accusa¬ 
tion. If they are silent, let them look to it. 
Guilt and Shame find their only Refuge in 
Silence. 

I have now answered every Charge made 
against me, without omitting, as far as I 
am able, even the slightest Insinuation con¬ 
tained in the “ Edinburgh Review.” Those 
worthy Gentlemen, towards the Conclusion, 
say, “ We hope not again to be, obliged to 
“notice this Writer. But we shall think 
“ Ourselves bound to watch him.” As I have 
in this Answer, given them some Subject on 
which to exercise their wholesome Vigilance; 
after such a Promise made to the Public, 
there can be no doubt of our hearing again 
soon from them. Besides, since the eigh¬ 
teenth of June last, that day of Humiliation 
and Dismay to all worthy Jacobins, the 
Edinburgh Reviewers have probably more 
Leisure, and less Occupation for , their pre¬ 
cious Time. I have been assured from re¬ 
spectable Authority, that the Number of their 
loyal Review,, in which they did me the Ho¬ 
nor first to notice and to criticize my Me- 
“ moirs,” was considerably delayed on Ac¬ 
count of the Propriety and Necessity of can- 




26 


celling and finally suppressing, a long elabo¬ 
rate Article written in Favour of the Corsico- 
Imperial Dynasty, which the unfortunate 
Battle of Waterloo ruined for ever. In the 
preceding Number , they had displayed their 
indecent Joy and, ridiculous Logic, in Fa¬ 
vour of the Ephemeral Success of the Cor¬ 
sican; thus judiciously preparing the public 
Mind, as they hoped, for his permanent Re¬ 
sumption of Power. But, as that “ Blessing 
“ of a better Time,” that “ Auspicium meli- 
“ oris JEvi ,” to the .unspeakable Regret of 
all his faithful Followers on both Sides of 
the Tweed, is now removed to a Rock in the 
other Hemisphere; and 4 as his Memoirs, 
which, we are told, he is composing, cannot 
be yet ready for the Revision of his literary 
Friends; I trust, the Scottish Reviewers will 
lower themselves to my Level. If they do 
not, they will fall in the public Estimation, 
even below the Level of the Writers of the 
• ‘ Quarterly Review,” who never threatened to 
watch me. With the Expression of this Sen¬ 
timent, and expecting to see it accomplished 
by the Time I reach London, a few Weeks 
hence, I take my Leave for the present, of 
the Edinburgh Reviewers. 

N. Will* 1 - Wraxall. 



HISTORICAL MEMOIRS 

OF 

MY OWN TIME. 


PART THE FIRST. 

T TAVING long meditated to compose 
*■* some account of the national Events 
which I have witnessed during a part of my 
life, I have postponed the publication of the 
work, till nearly all those persons of whom 
I must have occasion to speak, were removed 
from the scene. In fact, with the excep¬ 
tion of a very small number of individuals, 
respecting whom I have been silent; scarcely 
any of the leading .Characters now.survive, 
who supported or opposed Lord North, the 
Marquis of Rockingham, the Earl of Shel¬ 
burne, or the Coalition Administration. The 
lapse of more than thirty years, has removed 
every objection of that nature; and the 
respect that 1 owe to myself, has impelled 
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HISTORICAL 


me to dismiss from my mind, before I un¬ 
dertook these Memoirs, every species of bias 
or partiality. Not that in point of fact, it is 
possible to speak of recent or contemporary 
Events, as we would write of transactions that 
took place under Henry the Eighth \ nor to 
contemplate Fox and Pitt with the degree 
of abstraction and composure, that we regard 
Marius and Sylla. Such philosophic supe¬ 
riority to passion, whatever pretensions to it 
may be set up, is not given to man. 

Tacitus, who wrote of events recently per¬ 
formed, and who intended, ashehimselfassures 
us, if he should attain to old age, to compose 
the history of his own Times; says, “ Digni- 
“ tatem nostram a Vespasiano inchoatam, 
“ a Tito auctam, a Domitiano longius pro- 
“ vectam, nunquam abnuerim: sed incorrup- 
“ tam fidem professis, nec amore quisquam, 
“ et sine odio dicendus est.” If I might be 
allowed to parody the words of that Historian, 
applying them to myself, I should say,—“ That 
“ I consider George the Third, notwithstand- 
“ ing the many errors of his government, 
“ which were most conspicuous in the begin- 
“ ning of his reign, as one of the best Princes 
u who ever governed this Country, I readily 
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“ confess: neither will I deny that I cannot 
“ recall the idea of Lord North, unconnected 
“ with those engaging or elevated qualities 
“ of mind and of deportment, which conci- 
“ liated the affection even of his opponents. 
“ Lastly, that Lord Sackville honoured me 
“ with his friendship, and shewed me marks 
“ of confidence, I avow with pride and satis- 
“ faction. But, none of these circumstances 
“ would induce me to conceal or to mis- 
“ represent any fact, for the purpose of 
“ drawing a veil over their errors or poli- 
“ tical transgressions.” I may further add, 
that never having held any Employment, 
under any Minister, at any period of my 
life, I neither can be accused of divulging 
official secrets; nor am I linked, in how¬ 
ever humble a degree, with any of those 
Ephemeral Administrations, which took place 
with such rapidity between 1782 and 1784. 
1 relate the events that 1 either witnessed, 
or of which I received the accounts from re¬ 
spectable testimony. How imperfect a light, 
these sources of information enable me to 
throw on the Period of Time that I attempt 
to elucidate, I am fully aware: but, unfortu¬ 
nately, those individuals who, from their rank 
b *2 
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and situation, know most of the secrets of 
affairs, will generally divulge least;'and even 
imperfect light is preferable to darkness. 

I cannot indeed boast of having enjoyed 
the same advantage as Dr. Burnet , Bishop 
of Salisbury, who, in the “ History of his 
“ own Time,” says, “ I have had the honour 
“ to be admitted to much free conversation 
“ with five of our Sovereigns, King Charles 
“ the Second, King James the Second, King 
“ William the Third, Queen Mary, and 
“ Queen Anne.” But, between 1780 and 
1794, during all which period 1 sat in Par¬ 
liament, I possessed many means and oppor¬ 
tunities of knowing various facts, from high 
authority; and, in some instances, of ascer¬ 
taining their secret causes or springs. Lord 
Clarendon and Burnet are almost the only 
persons of eminence among us, who have 
commemorated with ability, and. at consider¬ 
able length, the events of their own Time. 
We cannot sufficiently regret that Prior did 
not live to accomplish the same task. That 
he meditated and intended it, is evident from 
the words of his Epitaph in Westminster 
Abbey:-— 
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*' Sui Temporis Historiam meditanti, 
Paulatim obrepens Febris 
Operis simul et Vitae, Filum abrupit. 
Sep. 18. An. Dom. 1721.” 


The work which was actually published un¬ 
der that name in 1740, contained only some 
of the materials collected for it. If we con¬ 
sider the official or diplomatic situations that 
Prior occupied from 1690 down to 1714; 
and the intimate friendship in which he lived 
with Charles, Earl of Dorset, the Lord Trea¬ 
surer Harley, and Lord Bolingbroke; we 
must admit that few men could have been 
more competent to elucidate the Reigns of 
William the Third, and of Anne. 

How much have we to lament that the 
late Mr. Fox, during his long exclusion from 
public Employment, between 1790 and 1805, 
while in retirement at St. Anne’s Hill, did not 
occupy himself in composing the History of 
his own Time! Aspiring, as he did, not only, 
to the Fame of a Statesman and an Orator, but 
to the praise of an Historian ; how infinitely 
more valuable a legacy might he have be¬ 
queathed to his Countrymen, how much more 
durable a Monument might he have erected 
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to himself, by such an exertion of his talents, 
than he has done by exhausting his efforts 
on the Reign of James the Second! Not 
that I would be understood to express any 
sentiment allied to disrespect, relative to the 
work which Lord Holland, with pious ve¬ 
neration for his Uncle’s memory, has given 
to the world. Every page of that short and 
unfinished production, is worthy of its author, 
and raises him in my estimation. The “ In- 
“ troductory Chapter” can hardly be exceed¬ 
ed for profound reflexion, elucidated by a 
severe and philosophic cast of thought, as 
well as by the most accurate and laborious 
disquisition of facts. Impartial, ardent for 
freedom, and indignant against Tyrants, the 
writer is nevertheless exempt from the spirit 
of Republicanism. The small portion of 
James’s reign which follows, including Ar- 
gyle’s and Monmouth’s Invasions, may in a 
great measure be characterized by similar 
Epithets; and excites regret, from presenting 
only a Fragment. But if, instead of collating 
Rapin, Hume, and Burnet; or employing his 
time on the inspection of Documents in the 
Depdt des Archives at Paris ; he had dedi¬ 
cated it to a delineation, however simple, of 
the great political Scenes in which he had 
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acted so distinguished a part; with what avi¬ 
dity should we.not have perused the work! 
We might then have beheld as in a mirror, 
the Secret History of the Rockingham, and 
the Coalition Administrations, drawn by a 
master hand, which had propelled the osten¬ 
sible Ministers of the two periods. It was 
thus that Clarendon beguiled the hours of 
unmerited Disgrace and Exile, when he wrote 
his “ History of the great Rebellion.” The 
Cardinal de Retz, a man to whom Mr. Fox 
bore some Analogy in certain features of his 
political life, of his Character, and Fortune; 
made the best atonement to his Country, and 
to Posterity, for the irregularities and agita¬ 
tions which marked the Zenith of his Career, 
by tracing with his own hand, in his decline, 
the outline of those Transactions which he 
had guided or produced. We forget his de¬ 
viations from prudence, his faction, and his 
Ambition, in the elegance of his Genius, and 
the ingenuous disclosure of his errors. 

Perhaps no portion of time in the course 
of the two last Centuries, offers, proportion- 
ably to its duration, so few of those interest¬ 
ing Anecdotes where the Sovereign comes 
personally forward to our inspection, as the 
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reign of George the Third. The reason is 
obvious, and arose out of the King’s cha¬ 
racter. Charles the Second, and Lewis the 
Fourteenth, surrounded by Mistresses, arid 
all the dissipation of a Court, presented to 
Burnet, to Grammont, or to Voltaire, per¬ 
petual matter of entertaining recital. Even 
George the First and Second offered some 
resources of a similar nature, to Lord Mel- 
comb, for his “ Diaryand to Horace Wal¬ 
pole, for his “ Reminiscences.” But, His 
present Majesty’s whole life, from the age 
of twenty-two, down to the lamented period 
at which he ceased to reign, was passed 
either in the severe and exemplary discharge 
of his public duties of every description; or 
in the bosom of his family, amidst domestic 
sources of amusement. In his agricultural 
occupations, dr when engaged in the diver¬ 
sions of the field, he was only seen by a few 
Individuals who from their official situations 
or dignity, had access to his person. No 
splendid assemblies of both sexes, or festive 
entertainments, to which Beauty, Rank, and 
Pleasure in a comprehensive sense, must have 
contributed; by levelling him in some mea¬ 
sure with his guests, presented him to view, 
divested of the forms of Royalty. Unlike 
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his predecessor, who even at an advanced 
age, still preserved a relish for those enjoy¬ 
ments; equally unlike his Son, the present 
Regent, whose graceful Manners, dignified 
Affability, and splendid Taste, have rendered 
his Palace the Center of Pleasures; George 
the Third, while a young man, neither fre¬ 
quented Masquerades, nor ever engaged at 
Play, nor protracted the Hours of convivial 
Enjoyment, nor passed his evenings in so¬ 
ciety calculated to unbend his mind from 
the fatigues of Business, and the vexations 
of State. 

All the splendor of a Court was laid aside, 
or only exhibited for a few hours, on a Birth¬ 
day. Rarely, during the first twenty years 
after his Accession, did he join in any scene 
of public amusement, if we except the 
diversion of the Theatre. Still more rarely 
did he sit down, at table with any of his 
Courtiers or Nobility. His repasts, private, 
short, and temperate, never led to the slight¬ 
est excess. Hence, his enemies endeavoured 
to represent him, most unjustly, as affecting 
the state of an Asiatic Prince; scarcely ever 
visible except on the Terrace at Windsor, or 
in the Circle, at a Levee. “ Junius,” who 
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saw him through the most unfavourable me¬ 
dium, and who converted his very virtues, 
into subjects of accusation, or of reproach; 
depictures St. James’s as a Court, “ where 
“ prayers are morality, and kneeling is reli- 
“ gion.” It was not till a period later than 
the point of time at which these Memoirs 
stop, that the King began to mix in a select 
Company, and occasionally to indulge in the 
pleasures of Society. Previous to the year 
1784, it is only in the foreign or domestic 
transactions of his Reign, often only within 
the walls of one, or of the other House of 
Parliament, that the Materials can generally 
be found for writing the internal History of 
the Time. These Remarks, I am sensible, 
apply principally, though not exclusively, 
to the Portion of the present work where 
the Scene lies wholly in England; whereas 
the first Part traverses the Continent, through 
different Countries, from Portugal, round to 
Naples and Tuscany. 

Soon after I had compleated my twenty- 
first year, in 1772, I went by Sea over to 
Portugal; in the Capital of which Kingdom, 
or in its vicinity, I staid a considerable time. 
Joseph, son and successor of John the Fifth, 
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then occupied the Throne; but the Kingdom ' 
was governed by the celebrated Count d’CEy- 
ras, who had been recently created Marquis 
de Pombal. Few First Ministers, during 
the course of the last Century, displayed 
greater talents for administration, or exer¬ 
cised more unlimited authority. The King, 
though only third in order of descent, was 
fourth in succession from the Duke of Bra- 
ganza, denominated John the Fourth, who 
in 1640 recovered Portugal from the Spa¬ 
nish dominion; and at the time of which I 
speak, he had passed his fifty-seventh year. 
He was of a good stature, but inclined to 
corpulency: his features regular, his eye 
quick and lively, if a habit of holding his 
mouth somewhat open, had not diminished 
the expression of intelligence, which his 
countenance would otherwise have conveyed. 

In his cheeks he had a high scorbutic hu¬ 
mour, attributed commonly to excesses of 
Wine; though it might partly arise from vio¬ 
lent exercise constantly taken under a burn¬ 
ing Sun. His face, indeed, was nearly as 
dusky as that of a Moor; and at Fez or 
Mequinez, habited in the Turkish Dress, 
with a Turban on his head, he might easily 
have passed for Muley Ismael, the Sovereign 
of Morocco. Never had any Lusitanian 
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Peasant, coarser and darker Hands. One 
could not look at him, without recollecting 
how near are the Shores, and how similar 
are the Climates, of Portugal, and of Africa. 

Two passions or pursuits, Hunting and 
Music, principally occupied his time, ab¬ 
sorbed his thoughts, and divided his affec¬ 
tions: nor was it easy to decide which of 
them possessed the strongest ascendant over 
him. In the former diversion he passed the 
far greater part of the day: to the latter 
amusement his evenings were principally or 
wholly dedicated, either in public, when at 
the Opera; or in private, with his family. 
No royal House in Europe was then so mu¬ 
sical as that of Portugal. Joseph himself 
performed with considerable execution, on 
the Violin; and the three Princesses, his 
daughters, all were proficients in a greater, 
or in a less degree, on different instruments. 
Jf he was prevented by the weather from 
going out to the Chace, the King had re¬ 
course for occupation, to his Manege. On 
Sundays, he seldom or never missed at¬ 
tending the Italian Opera in Lisbon; but 
he likewise maintained another Opera at 
Belem, his residence near the Capital. I 
have been present at this latter perform- 
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ance, to which, only foreign Ministers, Offi¬ 
cers, persons belonging to the Court, and 
Foreigners of Condition, were admitted; all 
of them, gratuitously. The house itself 
was of very contracted dimensions; the 
Pit not being calculated to contain more 
than about one hundred and thirty indivi¬ 
duals. Boxes, indeed, in the proper accep¬ 
tation of the term, there were none; the 
King, Queen, and Royal Family, being 
seated in a Gallery fronting the Stage, ele¬ 
vated considerably above the body of the 
House. One small Box was constructed on 
each side; that on the right hand being ap¬ 
propriated to the Patriarch, or Head of the 
Portugueze Church, whom I have seen pre¬ 
sent at the performance. The other usually 
remained vacant, being reserved for any 
Stranger of high rank who might visit Por¬ 
tugal. ‘ 

: • -i ( sis .... 

The circumstance which distinguished this 
Entertainment from any other of the same 
kind which I ever witnessed, and which 
may appear so extraordinary as hardly to 
obtain credit, consisted in the total exclusion 
of Women, not only from the Pit, but from 
the Stage; either as Spectators, or as Ac- 
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tresses. No female could obtain admission. 
The reason commonly assigned by the Court, 
for proscribing the whole Sex from any par¬ 
ticipation in an Amusement, of which, in all 
other European Countries, they constitute 
the principal ornament and the soul; was, 
that there were no proper places for ladies. 
But, it might have been answered, that 
nothing could be easier than to construct 
Side-Boxes for their reception. Even this rea¬ 
son could not explain their exclusion from 
the Stage, on which none except Italian 
Castrati were ever admitted to sing, or to 
perform any part. Batiistini , who filled with 
great distinction the first female Characters, 
was selected and engaged, not only for his su¬ 
perior vocal excellence, but for his feminine 
appearance, and admirable resemblance to a 
Woman, when he was dressed in female at¬ 
tire. So complete indeed was the deception, 
that I think it never would have occurred to 
any uninformed person, to doubt for an in¬ 
stant, of his being what he personated. Even 
the Ballets were all performed by Men or 
Boys, habited in the Costume of Nymphs, 
Shepherdesses, and Goddesses. This exclu¬ 
sion of all Females, except the Queen and 
Princesses, rendered the Spectacle, though 
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otherwise magnificent in machinery and de¬ 
corations, as well as scientific in point of 
musical execution; comparatively insipid, 
dull, and destitute of interest or animation. 
Incredible as it may seem, the passion of 
Jealousy constituted the cause of so^singular 
a prohibition. The Queen of Portugal, 
though at this time she was considerably 
advanced towards her sixtieth year, yet 
watched every motion of her Husband, with 
all the vigilant anxiety of a young Woman. 
And in order the better to secure his per¬ 
sonal fidelity, she wisely took care to remove 
from before his eyes, as much as possible, 
every temptation to inconstancy. The ladies 
in waiting, and Maids of Honour, who at¬ 
tended Their Majesties in public, must cer¬ 
tainly have been selected for their want of 
all attractions ; and they were besides, too 
far advanced in years, to be longer capable 
of inspiring any sentiment except respect. 
The Portugueze Females who accompanied 
Catherine of Braganza in 1662, when she 
came over to England, in order to espouse 
Charles the Second; whose total deficiency 
in personal Charms, is so eloquently de¬ 
scribed in the “ M6moires de Grammont;” 
could not possibly exceed in that particular, 
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the Attendants on Marianna Victoria* wife 
of Joseph the First. 

Nor was her vigilance by any means con¬ 
fined to the Opera. She displayed the same 
apprehensions, and took similar precautions, 
against any rival or intruder in the King’s 
affections, whenever, he went out to the Chace. 
Whether the diversion was hunting, or shoot¬ 
ing, or falconing, she was constantly at his 
side. ,No woman in Europe indeed rode 
bolder, or with more skill. Her figure al¬ 
most defied the powers of description, on 
these occasions. She sat astride, as was the 
universal custom in Portugal, and wore 
English leather Breeches; frequently black; 
over which she threw a petticoat which did 
not always conceal her legs. A jacket of 
cloth, or of stuff, and a cocked hat, some¬ 
times laced, at other times without ornament, 
compleated the masculine singularity of her 
appearance. When, after having let loose 
the Falcon, she followed him with her eye 
in his flight, she always threw the reins on 
her horse’s neck; allowing him to carry her 
wherever he pleased, fearless of accidents: 
She was admitted to be an excellent shot, 
seldom missing the bird at which she fired, 
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even when flying: but this Diversion had 
nearly produced a most tragical result; as, 
a few years before J visited Portugal, she 
very narrowly missed killing the King with 
a ball, which actually grazed his temple. 
Few princes in modern Times, have had 
more hair-breadth escapes from danger or 
assassination, than Joseph the First experi¬ 
enced ; on which subject I shall have occa¬ 
sion to say much, in the course of these 
Observations. 

In the year 1772, the Court of Lisbon 
offered scarcely any sources of amusement 
to a foreigner. Neither Levees, nor Drawing¬ 
rooms were ever held, except on Birth¬ 
days, and on a few particular festivals. The 
King, Queen, his brother Don Pedro, his 
three Daughters, and the young Prince of 
Beyra, lived all under the same roof, and in¬ 
habited a long wooden range of apartments 
at Belem, lower down the Bank of the Tagus 
than Lisbon. The terrors and recollection 
of the Earthquake of 1755, were so deeply 
impressed on their minds, that they preferred 
residing in a wooden Building, however 
mean in its Fabrication, or inconvenient, 
rather than encounter the perils annexed to 

vol. i. c 
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a stone Edifice. Joseph had never slept 
under a House, properly so denominated; 
during near seventeen years. Wherever he 
moved, either wooden Barracks or Tents, 
were provided for his accommodation. I 
have seen Tents pitched for his reception, in 
the fields adjoining the Palace of Maffra, 
while that immense and costly Edifice was to¬ 
tally abandoned, neglected, and unfurnished. 
These precautions, however singular, and al¬ 
most pusillanimous, they may at first sight 
seem, were nevertheless necessary in Por¬ 
tugal. Experience had fully demonstrated, 
that the most solid, massy, and well-con¬ 
structed Buildings of Stone, only exposed 
the inhabitant to greater, and more inevitable 
destruction, in the event of an Earthquake; 
because the. resistance made by such mate¬ 
rials to the undulation or shock, produced 
their overthrow. On the contrary, any 
Structure composed of wood, supported, 
like the Barracks inhabited by the Royal 
Family, on pillars of the same materials; 
yielding to the concussion of the Earth, rock¬ 
ed and waved with the convulsion, thus 
escaping its worst effects. 

No splendor or exhibition of state was 
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maintained by the King of Portugal, who, 
though he scarcely ever failed to attend, 
with the Royal Family, every week, at the 
Bull Feasts, ahd at the Italian Opera in 
Lisbon, yet was always understood to be 
present incognito. The only deviation from 
this practice or Etiquette, took place when 
the Court went annually, as was the invari¬ 
able custom in time of Carnival, about the 
middle of January, to the Palace of Salva 
Tierra, situated several leagues higher up the 
Tagus than the Metropolis. The King re¬ 
mained there till the month of March, and 
all the foreign Ministers usually attended 
him. Hunting parties, to which strangers 
of Condition were admitted, constituted the 
occupation of the day; followed in the even¬ 
ing by an Opera, like that of Belem, open 
gratuitously to all such persons as had been 
presented to the Sovereign. I was assured 
that Joseph expended no less a sum than 
about forty thousand Pounds Sterling annu¬ 
ally, on the diversion of the Opera. Yet he 
wasjikevvise fond.of Play, .and passed much 
time at the Card tables Previous to the me* 
morable Earthquake of 1755, he was consi¬ 
dered as temperate, drinking usually water 
at his meals : but, such was the effect pro- 
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duced on his mind, and so severe the dejec¬ 
tion of spirits which he experienced, after 
that awful visitation of Providence, that it 
was apprehended, his Health would be seri¬ 
ously affected by it. His physicians pre¬ 
scribed the use of wine, as necessary to 
restore his Constitution; a prescription which 
proved so agreeable to the patient, that it 
was commonly believed, His Majesty in¬ 
dulged himself too freely in its use. At an 
earlier period of his life, he w as supposed to 
have been guilty of excesses of another kind, 
and to have given the Queen, frequent occa¬ 
sion for jealousy: nor had the partiality of 
Joseph towards the Sex, by any means be¬ 
come extinct with the decline of years. But 
his attachments or amours, were always se¬ 
cret, decorous, and conducted with a be¬ 
coming regard to public opinion, as well, as 
with a due attention to his domestic and 
conjugal felicity. No Mistress, like Madame 
de Pompadour, or Madame du Barry in 
France, under Louis the Fifteenth; or Ma¬ 
dame Chevalier at Petersburgh, under Paul 
the First, dishonoured and disgraced the 
Court of Portugal. 

Joseph, considered in his kingly character 
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and capacity, though not to be ranked among 
the first Princes in vigor and ability, who then 
reigned in Europe, was not deficient in talents 
or qualities befitting the Throne. If he felt 
his own inability to govern, he demonstrated 
no common discernment and force of mind, 
in the selection of a Minister, to whom he 
delegated that office. The Marquis de Pom- 
bal exercised in fact, all the functions of the 
Monarchy. He possessed nearly as unlimit¬ 
ed an ascendant over his Master, as the Car¬ 
dinal of Lerma did over Philip the Third, 
or the Conde d’Olivarez over Philip the 
Fourth, Kings of Spain ; and was accustom^ 
ed to transact public business with his So¬ 
vereign, at hours and seasons usually de¬ 
dicated to pleasure, or lost in sleep. The 
King very frequently signed papers of the 
greatest consequence after midnight, before 
he retired to rest; at which time the Marquis 
commonly waited on him for the purpose. 
The hereditary superstition which characte¬ 
rized the house of Braganza, and in the 
practice of which Joseph himself had been 
educated; which distinguished his father 
John the Fifth, and which survived in the 
present reigning Queen, till she became 
alienated in mind; by no means existed in 
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him. The seizure and expulsion of the 
Jesuits, a measure of great energy, and not 
unaccompanied with danger; sufficiently mar 
nifested his superiority to the bigotted vener 
ration felt for that order of men, among the 
majority of his subjects. If he possessed, 
himself, no taste for the fine arts, nor evinced 
any passion for learning and polite letters, 
he at least extended protection to their pro r 
fessors. During the period of two and twenty 
years that he had then reigned since the de? 
cease of John the Fifth, a great and salutary 
change had taken place among the Portu r 
gueze, in all the attainments of a civilized 
people. Establishments for the education.of 
the young Nobility and Gentry, had been 
founded, which would have done honor to 
Great Britain; and which, though originating 
with the Minister, yet could only have been 
fully accomplished by the consent of the 
Sovereign. 

These laudable acts of Government, were 
nevertheless contrasted with corresponding 
defects of Administration; some of which 
might be justly attributed to the Marquis de 
Pombal, while others seemed personally to 
reproach the King. The people universally 
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and loudly complained of oppression. In 
the royal Household, mismanagement pre¬ 
vailed to such a degree, that almost all the 
domestic Servants and menial Attendants of 
the Court, having been unpaid for several 
years, were in the lowest stage of distress. 
The reverse had been the case under his pre¬ 
decessor John the Fifth. Joseph’s revenues 
were commonly supposed to amount to two 
Millions Sterling, while the national expen¬ 
diture did not usually exceed a moiety of 
that sum. Yet the footmen who followed 
the royal Carriages in public, were left almost 
without the means of even procuring suste¬ 
nance. I never saw the King and Queen 
in any Carriage, except a sort of Caleche, or 
Chaise, drawn by two Mules of no uncom¬ 
mon Beauty. In this Equipage, which was 
nothing less than royal, they always attended 
the Bull Feasts. When Her Majesty accom r 
panied the Princesses her daughters, to say 
Mass, or to perform her devotions, at some 
Church in the vicinity of Lisbon, she was 
drawn in a Coach, with only a pair of horses 
of a very inferior description, and such a set 
of Harness as we should scarcely consider to 
be good enough for a Hackney-Coach. About 
forty Horse-guards accompanied them, an$ 
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they generally distributed some money to 
the populace, or rather the beggars, who as¬ 
sembled in groups at the door of the Church, 

I went, one day, to. look at the royal Car? 
riages, kept at Alcantara, about a mile out 
of Lisbon. There were at least thirty ; some 
of which had cost, as the people assured me, 
two hundred thousand Crusadoes, or twenty 
thousand Pounds Sterling. They were very 
magnificent, and had all been built either in 
Rome, or at Paris. London had not then 
begun to supply the Continent with that ar¬ 
ticle of luxury. Among the royal Carriages, 
I was struck with the Coach in which John 
the Fourth made his public entry into the 
Capital, after recovering Portugal from the 
Spaniards. It nearly realized the descriptions 
given us of those vehicles, soon after their 
first appearance or invention in the sixteenth 
Century. The Carriage in question, which 
had been constructed in 1641, was conse¬ 
quently above a hundred and thirty years 
old, at the time when I saw it; and might 
more properly be denominated a Chamber on 
wheels, than a Coach in the modern accep¬ 
tation of the term, as it was capable of con¬ 
taining ten or twelve persons with the utmost 
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convenience. The sides were open; the win¬ 
dows resembling the lattices of our farm¬ 
houses, divided into small panes, with case¬ 
ments for the admission of air. It was pre¬ 
served with pious veneration, as a monument 
of the Emancipation of the Kingdom by the 
first Prince of the House of Braganza. Henry 
the Fourth was seated in just such another 
Coach, when he was stabbed by Ravaillac, 
in the year 1610, in the Rue de la Ferro- 
nerie, at Paris. 

Joseph the First had twice escaped from a 
similar fate to that of Henry: the first time, 
in 1758;, and the last, only two years before 
I visited Lisbon. The former attempt, which 
occupies a memorable place among the tra¬ 
gical events of the Eighteenth Century, may 
rank with Damien’s attempt on Louis the 
Fifteenth’s life, in ] 755 ; and with the attack 
made in 1771, on Stanislaus, King of Poland. 
I allude to the conspiracy of the Duke 
d’Aveiro, and the Marquis de Tavora, in 
1758; all the leading particulars of which, I 
have often heard recounted by contemporary 
witnesses. The Duke d’Aveiro, whose fa¬ 
mily name was Mascarenhas, descended from 
Don George, a natural son of John the Se- 
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cond, King of Portugal, one of the most 
illustrious Princes who has reigned in mo¬ 
dern ages; the contemporary of our Henry 
the Seventh; and to whose exertions we owe 
in an eminent degree, the discovery of a 
passage to India, round the Cape of Good 
Hope. D’Aveiro’s talents appear to have 
been very moderate, and his courage very 
equivocal: but, his temper, ferocious, as well 
as vindictive, rendered him capable of em¬ 
bracing the most flagitious measures for the 
gratification of his revenge. The King of 
Portugal’s escape, which was altogether for¬ 
tuitous, resulted from the coolness or pre¬ 
sence of mind, manifested by the Coachman 
who drove the royal Carriage. For, this 
man, finding that several shots or balls had 
passed through it behind, and not doubting 
that Joseph was wounded; instead of pro¬ 
ceeding forward, immediately turned round 
his Mules, and took the road that led to the 
house of the King’s Surgeon. By this sud¬ 
den and unexpected Manoeuvre, Joseph 
avoided falling into the hands of four other 
armed parties of Conspirators, who were 
posted at different places, where it was knowp 
he must pass in his way to the Palace. 
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A woman, the old Marchioness of Tavora, 
formed the soul of this sanguinary enterprize, 
which conducted the principal persons en¬ 
gaged in it, to a cruel and ignominious death. 
Revenge, heightened by personal enmity to¬ 
wards the King and the first Minister, who 
had refused to raise the Marquis of Tavora, 
to the dignity of a J)uke; rather than any 
well ascertained intention, or expectation of 
subverting the Government, and dethroning 
the Braganza Family; seem to have stimu¬ 
lated the Conspirators to so atrocious an un¬ 
dertaking. Precisely similar motives impel¬ 
led tjie late Duke of Orleans to produce 
those commotions, which eventually over¬ 
turned the French Throne, and led to the 
horrors of the Revolution. It was not in the 
first Instance, Ambition, or the hope of reign¬ 
ing, so much as personal hatred and revenge. 
The late Duke of Dorset, who, from the situa¬ 
tion that he occupied during several years, as 
Embassador to the Court of Versailles, had 
opportunities of obtaining the most authentic 
information, has many times assured me of 
this fact. He knew it from Marie Antoinette' 
herself. She constituted the principal object 
of the Duke of Orleans’s detestation, whose 
malignity was not so much levelled . against 
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Louis the Sixteenth, as against the Queen. 
That Princess had given him many causes 
of aversion; one of which consisted in en¬ 
deavouring successfully to prevent the mar¬ 
riage of his Daughter, Mademoiselle d’Or- 
leans, with the Duke d’Angouleme. Marie 
Antoinette naturally wished to unite her 
own Daughter in marriage with the young 
Prince, as she thereby secured to her the 
succession to the throne of France, in case 
Louis the Sixteenth should not leave be¬ 
hind him any son. The Duke of Dorset 
told me, that, as early as 1786, or 1787, the 
Queen has said to him, on her seeing the 
Duke of Orleans at Versailles; “ Monsieur 
“ le Due, regardez cette homme 14. II me 
“ d6teste, et il a jur6 ma perte. Je la vois 
“ dans ses yeux, toutes les fois qu’il me fixe. 
“ II ne sera jamais content, jusqu’4 ce qu’il 
“ me voit 6tendue morte 4 ses pieds.” He 
lived in fact to witness her tragical end, but 
he survived her only a very short time.— 
I return from this Digression, to the Por- 
tugueze Conspirators. They executed their 
attempt, like men destitute of courage: for; 
if the first Band, who intercepted the King 
on his Return from Belem, had fired into 
the Carriage as he advanced, instead of wait- 
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ing, as they did, till he had passed, before 
they discharged their pieces, he must have 
fallen. The Ball with which he was wounded, 
passed between his side and his arm, tearing 
the flesh of both, but without inflicting any 
severe wound. 

The consternation excited by the attempt, 
was augmented by the obscurity in which it 
was studiously enveloped; the Court remain¬ 
ing for some weeks, in total ignorance of the 
authors of the Conspiracy; as the Conspira¬ 
tors did; ou the other hand, in equal un¬ 
certainty respecting the nature and conse¬ 
quences of the King’s wounds. It is a fact, 
that the Duke d’Aveiro and the Marquis of 
Tavora repaired almost daily to the Ring’s 
Apartment, to make their inquiries in person 
after his health; expressing the utmost ab¬ 
horrence of the Treason. .They were even 
admitted to his presence; but, in a Chamber 
intentionally kept so dark, as to render it 
impossible for them to ascertain the probabi¬ 
lity of his recovery. Meanwhile, the vigi¬ 
lance of the Marquis de Pombal, aided, as 
is said, by some imprudent expressions, of 
the Duke d’Aveiro, enabled the Minister to 
trace, and to ascertain, the guilt of the Con- 
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spirators. They were then arrested, and 
brought to trial. The Duke d’Aveiro, the 
Marquis of Tavora, and his two sons, were 
broken on the Wheel; while the old Mar¬ 
chioness, who, in consideration of her sex, was 
sentenced to be beheaded, ascended the Scaf¬ 
fold with a firm step, betrayed neither fear 
nor contrition, and laid down her head on the 
Block, as she would have done on a pillow. 

Haughty and imperious in her character, 
she was restrained by no considerations of 
pity or of humanity, when her vengeance, 
her Ambition, or her interest, impelled her. 
The meetings of the Conspirators were fre¬ 
quently held in a summer house, situate in the 
Garden of the Marquis of Tavora’s Palace 
at Lisbon, with which it was connected by 
a long wooden Gallery. It happened that a 
young Portugueze lady, of noble extraction, 
but of reduced circumstances, who lived in 
the Marchioness’s family, as her companion; 
surprized at observing lights, one evening, in 
this summer house, and altogether without 
suspicion of the cause; was attracted by 
curiosity to approach the place. As she ad¬ 
vanced along the Gallery that led to it, she 
heard voices in earnest Conversation; and 
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on coming nearer, soon distinguished that of 
the Marchioness, who seemed to be animated 
by some cause, to a pitch of uncommon vio¬ 
lence. She listened for a few seconds; and 
then, apprehensive of being discovered in 
such a situation, she was about to return 
from whence she came, when the door sud¬ 
denly opening, the Marchioness herself ap¬ 
peared. Their surprize was mutual; and 
the latter demanded, with much agitation, 
what cause had brought her to that place ? 
She answered, that her astonishment at ob¬ 
serving lights in the summer house, had led 
her to ascertain the reason. “ You have 
then, no doubt,” said the Marchioness, 
“ overheard our conversation ?” The young 
lady protested that she was perfectly igno¬ 
rant of any part of it; and that as soon as 
she distinguished the Marchioness’s voice, 
her respect led her to return to the Palace, 
which she was about to do, at the moment 
when the door opened. But, the Marchio¬ 
ness, who had too much at stake to be so 
easily satisfied or deceived, assuming a tran¬ 
quil air, and affecting to repose a confidence 
in her, “ The Marquis and I,” rejoined she, 
“ have had a serious and a violent quarrel, 
“ during the course of which, he had the 
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“ rudeness to contradict me in the most in- 
“ suiting manner; and he even carried his 
“ audacity to such a point, as to give me the 
“ lie. I burst out of the room, unable to 
“ restrain my indignation, and no longer 
“ mistress of my emotions. Did you not 
“ hear him give me the lie at the time I 
“ opened the door ?” “ I did, Madam,” im¬ 

prudently replied the unfortunate lady. 
Aware from that instant, that the nature of 
their meeting, and of the subjects agitated at 
it, was now in some measure discovered, she 
instantly determined to prevent the possibility 
of its being further divulged. Next Morning, 
the Body of the unhappy listener was found 
in one of the Streets of Lisbon, wrapt in a 
Sheet, scarcely cold, and the Blood still 
oozing from various wounds inflicted on her 
with a Dagger. It was universally believed 
at the time, that she had been put to death 
by secret directions, issued from the Palace 
of Tavora: but, the power of that great 
Family, and the frequency of similar specta¬ 
cles in the Portugueze Capital, silenced all 
judicial inquiry into the causes of her tra¬ 
gical end. The Marchioness expiated her 
crime on the Scaffold. Her Daughter-in-law, 
the young Marchioness of Tavora, alone, who 
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was Daughter to the Duke d’Aveiro; exempt¬ 
ed from the general destruction of her Family, 
either on account of her presumed innocence, 
or, as was pretended by others, from motives 
of private partiality on the part of the King, 
was immured in a Convent. She was, I 
believe, still living in 1772, under Confine¬ 
ment. 

The second attempt made on Joseph’s life, 
arose from the irritated feelings , of a poor 
Portugueze Peasant. This man, driven to 
despair by the conduct of the King’s Domes¬ 
tic Servants, who had forcibly seized on his 
Carts and Cattle; rushed furiously on His Ma¬ 
jesty, as he was going out to hunt, and aimed 
a blow with a long pole at his head, which 
narrowly missed him. It happened at the Pa¬ 
lace of Villa Viciosa, the ancient patrimonial 
residence of the Dukes of Braganza, where 
the King used sometimes to repair, for a short 
time.' The Peasant was not executed, but still 
remained, as common rumor asserted, in a 
Dungeon at Belem, when I was in Portugal. 
Two such attacks, though of very opposite 
kinds, yet had rendered Joseph timid, and in¬ 
duced him to take many precautions for his 
preservation against similar efforts of private 
VOL. i. 
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vengeance, or of Treason. Even at the Italian 
Opera in Lisbon, which he scarcely ever failed 
to attend, yet when he went, as was his cus¬ 
tom, between the Acts, from the royal Box in 
front of the stage, to a Side-Box, from which 
he viewed the Ballets; he always passed 
through a close passage well secured, con¬ 
structed on purpose, with a view to protect 
his person from any act of violence. 

Marianna Victoria, Queen of Portugal, and 
wife of Joseph, was a daughter of Philip the 
Fifth, King of Spain, by Elizabeth Farnese, 
his second wife, Heiress of that celebrated 
Family, and herself a woman of no ordinary 
talents. The Princess in question had been, 
as is well known, betrothed, when a child, to 
Louis the Fifteenth; was sent to France, and 
resided in that country during several years : 
but, on the death of the Regent Duke of Or¬ 
leans, in December, 1723, when the Govern¬ 
ment fell into the hands of the Duke de 
Bourbon; one of the earliest acts of his Ad¬ 
ministration, was to dissolve the unfinished 
Marriage, and to send the Princess back to 
Madrid. In the year 1729, w r hen she was 
not more than eleven, she was carried by her 
father, Philip, to Badajoz, and there married 
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to Joseph, then hereditary Prince of Portugal, 
who, himself, had not attained his fourteenth 
year. The Nuptials were immediately so¬ 
lemnized ; the Bride and Bridegroom being 
put into the same Bed together, in presence 
of the great Officers of the Court; but, it was 
near six years afterwards, in December, 1734, 
before she brought into the w r orld a Daughter, 
the present Queen. 

Marianna Victoria was said to have been 
very agreeable in her person, when young; 
but in 1772, no traces remained of that Beau¬ 
ty. Her figure was short and thick, her face 
red; her nose large, and her manner desti¬ 
tute of softness or elegance. There was, in¬ 
deed, nothing feminine in her appearance or 
demeanour. Nevertheless, her Eyes, which 
were dark, lively, and piercing, retained their 
original lustre. She wore a profusion of 
Rouge; her neck and shoulders, whether at 
Church, at the Opera, or at a Bull Feast, 
being always bare; and she seemed to be 
not only in possession of health, but capable 
of supporting the roughest exercise, or most 
severe fatigue. Her arms were brown and 
sun-burnt, from her perpetually following 
the chacp. Those persons who knew Her 
jo 2 
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Majesty well, always assured me that she 
neither wanted spirit, nor ability; though she 
never attempted to possess power, nor had 
ever attained any political influence. All 
her anxiety seemed to be confined to the 
person of her royal partner, and did not ex¬ 
tend to the guidance of state affairs. If any 
opinion might be formed of her Religion, from 
her behaviour at Mass, she was assuredly 
no Bigot. I was accustomed to frequent, 
from motives of curiosity, the Church of the 
Necessidadas, and that of St. Francisco da 
Paola, where she constantly attended, with 
the Princesses, her Daughters; and I may 
truly assert, that I never saw any woman 
who manifested so little attention while at 
her Devotions. 

Of a widely different character from her 
Mother in that respect, was the Princess of 
Brazil, Maria, eldest of the three daughters 
of Joseph, and presumptive Heiress to the 
Crown of Portugal. In her, a gloomy and 
severe spirit of Superstition, formed the pre¬ 
dominant feature. Her mind was said to be 
deeply impressed with the tragical Catas¬ 
trophe of the Duke d!Aveiro and his asso¬ 
ciates, whose fate she was believed to lament, 
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as having been unmerited or unjust. To 
her reflections upon those terrible Execu¬ 
tions, heightened by the remonstrances or 
reproaches of her Confessor, has been indeed 
generally attributed the subsequent aliena¬ 
tion of her understanding. In. her person, 
she was taller than either of her Sisters, as 
well as thinner; of a pale and wan Com¬ 
plexion, that seemed to indicate Melancholy; 
her features, prominent, strong, and altoge¬ 
ther destitute of any attractions. In all the 
duties and departments of private life, she 
was exemplary. Married to her Uncle, only 
Brother to the King, they exhibited a model 
of nuptial felicity. The union, however re¬ 
pugnant to our modes of thinking, and in 
some measure contrary to Nature, yet had 
been fruitful: they had then two sons and a 
daughter living. The desire of preventing 
any possibility of a disputed Succession, be¬ 
tween the collateral male Heir to the Throne, 
and the female in direct Descent, dictated 
this species of incestuous Marriage; which, 
whatever sanction it may derive from Anti¬ 
quity, among the Ptolemies, or the Seleuci- 
dae, and even among the Caesars, can plead 
no parallel among, the other royal Houses of 
modern Europe. It forms not the least sin- 
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gular circumstance of the transaction, that 
so far from any compulsion having been used 
to accomplish it, the Princess, from her early 
youth, entertained a strong partiality and at¬ 
tachment towards Don Pedro, her future 
Husband. ' She was near thirty-eight years 
old, when I visited Portugal. 

All the talents of the female part of the 
Braganza Family, were said to be concen¬ 
trated in Donna Maria Anna, second of Jo¬ 
seph’s Daughters. Shorter and thicker in 
her person than the Princess of Brazil, she 
was more agreeable in her countenance; 
possessing a ruddy complexion, as well as 
a more animated expression of features. 
Her mind was likewise expanded, and her 
understanding cultivated by polite know¬ 
ledge. Many of her hours were dedicated 
to reading, and she was regarded as supe¬ 
rior to Bigotry. In addition to these solid 
endowments, she joined great taste and skill 
in Music, with a fine voice. Though the 
most accomplished of the three Sisters, 6he 
was nevertheless doomed to remain unmar¬ 
ried in her father’s Court, haying attained, in 
1772, her thirty-sixth year. Nature had been 
in some respects more bountiful to the third 
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Princess, Donna Maria Benedicta, who was 
likewise considerably younger, being only 
six and twenty years old at this time. Though 
low in stature, clumsy, and much inclined to 
Embonpoint, her face was very handsome; 
her Eyes dark and eloquent, her Complexion 
fair, the Contour of her Countenance rather 
round than oval, and her features small, as 
well as delicate. But she was not consider¬ 
ed to possess the superiority of mind that 
distinguished Maria Anna. About seven 
years before the time of which I speak, a 
treaty of Marriage had been set on foot be¬ 
tween this Princess and the Emperor Joseph 
the Second, who was then recently become 
a widower, by the death of his first wife, a 
Daughter of Don Philip, Duke of Parma. 
The Negotiation proceeded so far, that pre¬ 
parations were made for transporting her 
from Lisbon to Flanders, in her way to Vi¬ 
enna ; and a Ship, constructed expressly for 
the purpose in fhe Brazils, magnificently de¬ 
corated, lay ready in the Tagus. But, the 
intrigues and exertions of the old Queen 
Dowager of Spain, mother of Charles the 
Third, and grandmother of the Princess her¬ 
self; who was incensed at the endeavours of 
the Marquis de Pombal, to assume the ex- 
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elusive merit of this Alliance; rendered the 
plan abortive. 

It is probable, and I have been so assured 
at Vienna, that the pretext used to indispose 
the Austrian Court from accomplishing the 
projected nuptials, was the representation 
made of the improbability of Maria Benedicta 
producing children, on account of her ten¬ 
dency to become large and corpulent in her 
Person. Incredible and unnatural as the 
Fact may seem, she was actually married, 
several years afterwards, in 1777, when turned 
of thirty years of age, to her own nephew, her 
sister’s son, the young Prince of Beyra, even¬ 
tual Heir to the Throne of Portugal. The 
Ceremony was performed in Joseph’s apart¬ 
ments, as he lay expiring; and they lived to¬ 
gether many years, but never had any issue. 
There seems to have been no rational excuse, 
or adequate motive assigned, for this second 
union in the same Family, which impresses 
with a degree of horror, or at least, of disgust; 
and was in itself the more remarkable, as the 
Portugueze women of condition seldom bear 
children, if not married before twenty-eight 
or thirty Years of Age. Catherine of Portu¬ 
gal, daughter of John the Fourth, who was 
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the wife of our Charles the Second, and who 
espoused him at an earlier age, l believe about 
twenty-four, never brought him any issue, 
male or female; but Burnet says, that the 
King himself told him, (Dr. Burnet) that 
“ she had been with child.” She even once 
miscarried, when considerably advanced in 
her pregnancy, if we may believe the same 
historical Authority : but, as Charles had no 
fewer, it is asserted, (I think by Dr. Lucas, 
in his History of England,) than fifty-three 
natural Children, by different Mistresses, in 
the course of his life; we must suppose that 
his failure of legitimate issue, originated on 
the side of his Queen. Some excuse may 
be suggested for the marriage of the eldest 
daughter of Joseph, with his brother, Don 
Pedro, where no direct male issue existed 
to inherit the Crown; but it was reserved 
for the family of Braganza to exhibit to 
mankind, in the Eighteenth Century, the 
extraordinary Spectacle of a youth of fifteen, 
espousing his own Aunt at . thirty. From 
such a matrimonial Connexion, it can neither 
excite surprise nor regret, that no Descend¬ 
ants should have sprung. 

The Prince of Beyra himself, eldest son 
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of the Princess of Brazil and of Don Pedro, 
was then the Marcellus of Portugal; towards 
whom all eyes were turned, and from whose 
future auspicious Government, political mira¬ 
cles were fondly anticipated. It may excite 
the more surprise that such expectations 
should have been entertained, when I add, 
that in 1772, he had only completed the 
eleventh year of his age. I have seen him 
many times, as he never failed to attend the 
Royal Family in public, at the Bull Feasts, at 
Church, and everywhere except at the Italian 
Opera; a Diversion for which he manifested 
a decided aversion. He was tall and manly 
for his age, though his face was pale and de¬ 
licate; and he appeared to have a weak or de¬ 
fective sight. His features and his expression 
of Countenance, it must be admitted, indi¬ 
cated intelligence. The stories related of his 
capacity and dawning expansion of mind, 
had obtained very universal credit. Some 
well attested instances of the goodness of his 
disposition, and the liberality of his temper, 
I have heard, which seemed to be entitled to 
belief: but, no sort of inference, as to his fu¬ 
ture character, could be safely drawn from 
these tales. Joseph the First, during the 
reign of his father, had excited similar ex- 



MEMOIRS. 


43 


pectations, which he by no means fulfilled 
after he ascended the throne. His grandson, 
\Vho was likewise named Joseph, died at 
about twenty-seven years of age, in 1788, 
of the small-pox, which the bigotted preju¬ 
dices and ignorance of his Mother, had pre¬ 
vented her from giving him by. Inoculation; 
leaving, as I before observed, no issue by 
his Aunt, to whom he had been married dur¬ 
ing several years. 

4 With Don Pedro, father and great uncle 
to the Prince of Beyra, I shall conclude my 
remarks on the Royal House of Portugal. 
He was several years younger than the King; 
but, not inclined, like Joseph, to corpu¬ 
lency ; of a sallow complexion; equally des¬ 
titute in his person, as in his manners and 
address, of Elegance or Grace ; and no way 
distinguished by natural endowments of any 
kind. He excelled in no exercises of the 
Body; and possessed in his features, no ex¬ 
pression of Intellect. His faculties, which 
were indeed very contracted, rendered him 
altogether unfit for the conduct of public 
affairs. Possessing neither political power 
nor influence, he could only be considered 
as a fixture of the Court; and never was 
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any Prince a more perfect cypher. He en¬ 
joyed no Command, military or civil; not 
even a separate Establishment or Household. 
When the King hunted, Don Pedro accom¬ 
panied him; as he equally did to the Opera, 
or to Mass; never absenting himself except 
on account of indisposition. He had con¬ 
structed a Palace at Cayluze, about six 
English Miles from Lisbon ; but Don Pedro 
never resided there, though he frequently 
attended his brother to the Chace; com¬ 
monly alighting on those Occasions for a 
few minutes, in order to hear Mass at Cay- 
luze. Those who knew him intimately, as¬ 
sured me that he was of a devout, friendly, 
and benevolent Disposition. On Joseph’s de¬ 
cease, in February, 1777, when his Consort, 
the Princess of Brazil, became Queen in her 
own right, 'he was made King matrimonial, 
by the name of Don Pedro the Third ; as 
Henry, Lord Darnley, became in Scotland, 
on his marriage with Mary Stuart. Don 
Pedro survived his elder brother above nine 
years, dying in May, 1786. 

The public Entertainment or Exhibition 
which then distinguished Lisbon from all 
other Capitals of Europe, was the celebra- 
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tion of Bull Feasts. . They were held every 
Sunday, during the Summer and Autumn. 
I have been present at many of them. How¬ 
ever barbarous the Diversion might justly be 
esteemed, it is the only Spectacle that I ever 
witnessed, which could be said to realize in 
some measure, the Amphitheatrical Games 
of ancient Rome, exhibited in the Circus. 
They were already extinct in Spain, where 
Charles the Third had abolished them, on 
his ascending the Throne in 1759. Joseph 
and the Queen his wife, on the contrary, nou¬ 
rished the strongest partiality, or rather de¬ 
cided passion, for these Games of Moresco 
Origin; which they never failed to attend, 
unless prevented by illness. I have seen the 
King present there, though one of his Eyes 
was swelled and bandaged; caused by the 
effect of a spark that had flown into it from 
the flint of his fowling piece, when firing 
it at the Chace. Those persons who have 
formed their ideas of Bull Feasts, from 
the entertaining descriptions of the Coun¬ 
tess d’Aulnoi, which she has enlivened by 
amorous, as well as by tragical Adventures; 
and which were written at Madrid, under 
the reign of Charles the Second, last Prince 
©f the Austrian line, in 1679 and 1680; 
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would have esteemed the diversion tame, as 
it was exhibited at Lisbon, before Joseph 
the First. Yet was it not altogether divested 
of something that reminded me of the Tour¬ 
naments and Exercises of Chivalry, with 
which our imaginations are so warmly im¬ 
pressed in youth. The Portugueze Bull 
Feasts were celebrated in a large wooden 
Amphitheatre, capable of commodiously con¬ 
taining many thousand persons; surrounded 
with Benches below, to a considerable height, 
which were surmounted by tiers of Boxes. 
The Arena was very ample and spacious. 
When the Champion, who was about to en¬ 
gage the Bulls, gaily dressed, mounted on a 
spirited Horse, a Spear in his hand, appeared 
upon the Ground, and saluted the Corporation 
of Lisbon, as was the custom, the effect of the 
Spectacle is not easy to describe in adequate 
terms. From sixteen to twenty Bulls were re- - 
gularly sacrificed, every Sunday ; and though 
circular pieces of leather were fastened on 
their Horns, in order to prevent their ripping 
up or mortally wounding the Combatants, 
yet I have witnessed many very severe and 
several nearly fatal Accidents. Prodigious 
dexterity, vigour, and address, were displayed 
by some of the Horsemen: particularly by a 
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Castilian, who generally made his appear¬ 
ance, and whom I have often seen drive his! 
spear, at the first thrust, direct into the 
Bull’s Heart, when the Animal was running 
furiously at him. The Amphitheatre then, 
rang with Applauses. 

It frequently happened that the Bulls 
wanted spirit or inclination for the contest; 
In those cases, the Spectacle became rather a 
Butchery, than a Combat, or an Amusement: 
but, some of them would not have disgraced 
a Roman Amphitheatre, if, (as I have been 
assured was customary, a Century earlier,) 
their Horns, instead of being blunted or 
covered, had been filed and sharpened to a 
point. Several of the men who fought on 
foot, exhibited extraordinary agility and cool¬ 
ness in eluding the rage of the incensed Ani¬ 
mal ; but it must at the same time be remem¬ 
bered, that they were commonly six or seven 
combined, all armed with long Spears. I have 
seen Women engage the Bull, ride up, and 
wound him. Tw o in particular, who were 
Dancerinas , or Posture-girls; one, aVenetian, 
the other, a Spaniard, habited as Men, and 
sitting astride, possessed great firmness, and 
excited general admiration. Sometimes the 



48 


HISTORICAL 


Bulls were furnished by the Court. I have 
beheld twenty killed in the course of three 
hours: eight of which were given by the King, 
as many more by Don Pedro liis Brother, 
two by the Duke de Cadaval, and two, (how¬ 
ever singular it may seem,) by the Patriarch 
of Lisbon. After having witnessed several of 
these Exhibitions, J confess that I became 
disgusted with them. The most interesting 
part of the Spectacle consisted in the assem¬ 
blage of Spectators, particularly Ladies, who 
filled the Boxes. Even the seats in the Pit, 
were generally crowded with Females. The 
Queen, and her three Daughters, never failed 
to attend in the Royal Box; though they 
were considered to be there Incognito. How¬ 
ever barbarous the Diversion must be regard¬ 
ed, it always reminded me of Milton’s de¬ 
scription of the Entertainments, 

u Where throngs of Knights and Barons bold. 

In weeds of peace, high triumphs hold; 

With store of Ladies, whose bright Eyes 
Rain influence, and judge the Prize.” 

As soon as the Bull Feast ended, which 
was commonly about six o’clock, the King, 
Queen, and Royal Family immediately re¬ 
paired to the Italian'Opera, which was situ. 
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ate at a very inconsiderable distance, in the 
same quarter of Lisbon. Such was the in¬ 
variable Usage or Etiquette, every Sunday. 
Yet, there, as at the Bull Feast, though seat¬ 
ed in the front of the Theatre, they were sup¬ 
posed to preserve their Incognito. Joseph’s 
Dress on these occasions, was always a full- 
trimmed suit of Silk, or of Cloth; either quite 
plain, or embroidered with white Silk; the 
sumptuary laws of Portugal prohibiting Em¬ 
broidery of gold or silver. He wore a flow¬ 
ing tye-wig, as we see George the Second 
represented in all his portraits: and the Por- 
tugueze Order of Christ , across his,Breast. 
The Queen and Princesses were covered with 
Diamonds; in particular, the Princess of 
Brazil: but the Queen alone wore Rouge, 
from the use of which her daughters abstain¬ 
ed. During the course of the performance, 
His Majesty never failed to go round to his 
private Box, close to the Stage, in order to 
view the Ballets , after each of which he re¬ 
turned to the Royal Family. On these little 
excursions, which he always seemed to en¬ 
joy, and during which he generally made the 
best use of his time, with his Opera Glass, 
in contemplating the female part of the audi¬ 
ence who filled the Side-Boxes, several No-^ 
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blemen accompanied him. The Count de 
Prado alone possessed the privilege of being 
seated, when attending the Sovereign; a 
mark of distinguished regard and predilec¬ 
tion. To him Joseph appeared to communi¬ 
cate all his. confidential discourse, while the 
other individuals in attendance, remained 
standing behind him. Even the Duke de 
Cadaval, though the sole person of that high 
rank in the kingdom of Portugal; there being 
no other since the extinction of the Dukedom 
of Aveiro; yet was never permitted to sit 
down, in company with the King. After the 
Count de Prado, the two Counts of Canti- 
neida, and of Arcos, both sons of the Mar¬ 
quis de Marialva, whose name always brought 
Gil Bias before my imagination; enjoyed, in 
1772, the highest place in Joseph’s personal 
favor. The former, I mean the Count de 
Cantineida, was the only Nobleman in the 
kingdom, allowed by a special grace of the 
Crown, to drive in a Coach and six, with 
which Equipage, the King himself had pre¬ 
sented him. 

The memorable Earthquake of the first of 
November, 1755, had impressed on almost 
every part of Lisbon, the most awful traces 
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of its existence and ravages, at the time when 
I visited that Capital. Many edifices still re¬ 
mained exactly in the condition that they were 
left by it; presenting such scenes of devasta¬ 
tion and destruction, as would then have 
been vainly sought for elsewhere in any Part 
of Europe. Among them, the ancient Palace 
of the Dukes of Braganza, which was built 
on a commanding Eminence, in the Centre of 
the Metropolis; and the Cathedral of Lisbon, 
stood conspicuous. Both these majestic 
Structures hourly threatened to crush the 
Tenant, or the Devotee, who ventured to enter 
them. Yet the former pile was inhabited by 
various families or individuals, who, pressed 
by Necessity, sought shelter under the totter¬ 
ing roof; and Superstition or Devotion had 
consecrated Chapels in the latter, amidst the 
ruins of Altars and Domes, where Masses 
were daily celebrated. I was peculiarly led 
to visit the Cathedral, by the hope of find¬ 
ing the Tomb of Camoens, the celebrated 
Portugueze Poet, whose body, as I had been 
assured, was there interred. But, I could 
discover no proofs of any such Interment, 
though I made every inquiry; and I have 
reason to believe, after all the researches in 
my power, that as he unquestionably expired 
e 2 
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in a public Hospital, of a disease which, from 
its contagious nature, resembled the Plague, 
he was thrown into a common Grave, with 
a number of other dead Bodies. It is certain 
that no Monument was ever erected to his 
Memory. 

A striking, and a melancholy Conformity 
exists, between the Destiny of the two most 
illustrious men of Genius, whom Spain and 
Portugal have produced in modern Ages. 1 
mean, Cervantes, andCamoens: a Conformity 
which reflects no honor on those Countries, 
nor on the Sovereigns and Ministers who thus 
abandoned them to the rigors of Adversity. 
Both served on the Expeditions undertaken 
against the Mahometans, in the capacity of 
private Soldiers; and both were wounded. 
Camoens lost an Eye, before the town of 
Ceuta in Morocco; and Cervantes lost his 
left hand, at the celebrated naval Battle of 
Lepanto, gained by Don John of Austria in 
1571, over the Turks. Each of them under¬ 
went captivity, shipwreck, and all the cala¬ 
mities of adverse fortune. Returning to their 
native Country, both were admired, and de¬ 
serted. Johri-the Third and Sebastian, Kings 
of Portugal, seem to have done as little to 
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^meliorate the Condition of Camoens, as Phi¬ 
lip the Second and Third, the Sovereigns of 
Spain, did for Cervantes. Each of them 
attained to an advanced age, amidst the 
pressure of diseases, penury, and privations. 
Camoens breathed his last at Lisbon, in 1579, 
at about sixty-two years of age, in an Hos¬ 
pital ; reproaching his countrymen, as is as¬ 
serted, for their cruel neglect: Cervantes, ex¬ 
tenuated by the progress of a Dropsy, which 
was rendered more severe by want, preserv¬ 
ed his constitutional gaiety of disposition, 
down to the last moments of his existence; 
expired at the age of sixty-nine, it may be 
almost said, with the pen in his hand; and 
seemed to triumph over dissolution, by the 
elasticity and energy of his mind. He died 
at Madrid, in 1616; a year memorable in 
the Annals of Genius, as it likewise deprived 
the world of Shakespear! The author of 
the “ Lusiad,” and the writer of “ Don 
“ .Quixote,” were both thrown into the 
ground, without even the decencies of an or¬ 
dinary Funeral; nor can the spot where either 
of their remains are deposited, be even as¬ 
certained at the present time. It is impos¬ 
sible to consider these facts, without emo¬ 
tions of mingled concern and indignation. 
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Yet, Dant6, Tasso, and Galileo, among the 
Italians; Spenser, Otway, and Chatterton, 
among us, appear to have experienced 
scarcely a milder Fate. 

If I could not discover the place of Camo- 
ens’s Interment, 1 at least found out the Grave 
and Tombstone of the Author of “ Tom 
Jones.” Fielding, who terminated his life, 
as is well known, at Lisbon, in 1754, of a 
complication of disorders, at little more than 
forty-seven years of age, lies buried in the 
Cemetery appropriated to the English Fac¬ 
tory. I visited his Grave, which was al¬ 
ready nearly concealed by weeds and nettles. 
Though he did not suffer the extremity of 
distress, under which Camoens and Cervan¬ 
tes terminated their lives; yet his Extrava¬ 
gance, a quality so commonly characteristic 
of men distinguished by talents, embittered 
the evening of his days. Fielding, Richard¬ 
son, and Le Sage, seem to have attained the 
highest eminence in that seductive species of 
writing, unknown to Antiquity, which we 
denominate Novels. Crebillon, Marivaux, 
and Smollett, only occupy the second place. 
Voltaire and Rousseau, however beautiful 
may be their Compositions in this Line, are 
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rather satirical or philosophical Moralists, 
than Writers of Novels. “ Don Quixote” is a 
Work sui Generis, and not amenable to ordi¬ 
nary rules. “ Gil Bias” seems to stand alone, 
and will probably be read with avidity in every 
Age, and every Country. Though the Scene 
lies in Spain, and the Characters are Spani¬ 
ards, the maimers are universal; and true to 
nature equally in Madrid, in Paris, or in 
London. Richardson and Fielding are more 
national, and cannot be read with the same 
delight on the Banks of the Seine, or of the 
Tyber, as on those of the Thames; though 
the former Writer transports us to Bologna, 
in his Sir Charles Grandison. Fielding never 
attempts to carry us out of England, and his 
Actors are all Aborigines. Foreigners neither 
can taste his works, nor will he ever attain 
to the Fame of Richardson, beyond the limits 
of his own Country. Clementina and Cla¬ 
rissa will penetrate, where Sophia Western 
and Parson Adams , never can be known or 
appreciated. Joseph Andrews and Amelia 
may be considered, in point of composition, 
to Fielding, what Pamela is to Richardson. 

The late Alderman Cadell, who was one of 
the most intelligent, honourable, and superior 



56 


HISTORICAL 


men of his profession ; told me that his pre¬ 
decessor, Millar, the Bookseller, bought 
Fielding’s Amelia of the Author; giving him 
for the Copy-right, eight hundred Pounds; 
a great sum at that time. After making the 
purchase, Millar shewed the Manuscript to 
Sir Andrew Mitchell, who subsequently filled 
the post of British Minister at Berlin; re¬ 
questing to have his opinion of the work. Sir 
Andrew observed to him, that it bore the in¬ 
delible marks of Fielding’s Genius, and was 
a fine performance; but, nevertheless, far 
beneath “ Tom Jones;” finally advising him 
to get rid of it as soon as he could. Millar 
did not neglect the counsel, though he was 
too able a man, to divulge the opinion deli¬ 
vered by his friend. On the contrary, at the 
first sale which he made to the Trade, he 
said, “ Gentlemen, I have several works to 
“ put up, for which I shall be glad if you 
“will bid: but, as to Amelia, every Copy. 
“ is already bespoke.” This Manoeuvre had 
its effect. All the Booksellers were anxious 
to get their names put down for copies of it, 
and the Edition, though very large, was im¬ 
mediately sold. 

All the most interesting particulars of the 
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Earthquake of 1755, have been recounted to 
me by many of those persons who shared in; 
and survived the horrors of that calamitous 
Day, on which near forty thousand persons 
were believed to have perished. They agreed, 
that if it had taken place in the middle of 
the night, when the fires were in general 
extinguished, and when the darkness would 
have prevented the greater part of the inha¬ 
bitants from quitting their Houses before day¬ 
break; not a fourth part of the lives would 
have been lost, nor destruction have followed. 
Prodigious numbers were swept off from the 
Quays, by the sudden rise of the Tagus; and 
the Conflagration which succeeded the Earth¬ 
quake, spread even greater devastation than 
did that convulsion of nature. The first 
shock, which came on about forty minutes 
after nine in the morning, seemed to be hori¬ 
zontal in its direction or movement: but the 
second shock was perpendicular or vertical; 
throwing up the pavement of the Streets, to 
the height of forty and fifty feet into the air. 
Near an hour intervened between the two 
Concussions. The King, Queen, and Royal 
Family, by good fortune, were not at the Pa¬ 
lace in Lisbon, but, at Belem, which stands 
near.two Miles lower down, on the same side 
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of the river. As the Apartments which they 
inhabited, were all built on the ground, His 
Majesty leaped out of the window of his 
Chamber, into the Garden, on first perceiv¬ 
ing the shock; while the three Princesses, 
his Daughters, who were either not yet risen, 
or not dressed, followed him, wrapped in the 
bed-clothes. 

Lisbon has, in all Ages, been subject to the 
awful visitation and ravages of Earthquakes. 
History commemorates several, during the 
lapse of the last six Centuries, which have 
successively laid that Capital in ruins, and 
buried or ingulphed a large part of the po¬ 
pulation. The most destructive Earthquake 
known in modern Times, previous to the year 
1755, happened in February, 1522, soon after 
the decease of Emanuel, in the first year of 
the reign of his son, John the Third. The 
Concussions of the Earth then lasted during 
eight days; but do not appear to have pro¬ 
duced a Conflagration as ruinous or exten¬ 
sive, as that which took place under Joseph; 
though more than fifteen hundred Houses, be¬ 
sides Churches, Palaces, and public Edifices, 
of every kind, were destroyed. Thirty thou¬ 
sand persons perished in Lisbon alone; while 
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Santarem, Almerin, and many other places, 
were swallowed up, together with their in¬ 
habitants. John the Third, his Queen, and 
the royal family, were compelled to encamp 
in the fields, under Tents, just as Joseph did 
in November, 1755. Great as these Convul¬ 
sions of Nature were, they may nevertheless 
be esteemed slight, both in their extent and 
in their effects, if compared with those which 
desolated Calabria, in more recent periods, 
as late as the year 1783. 

It is evident that the Earthquake of 1755 
ran in a kind of vein, principally ravaging 
a circle or space of about four to five miles; 
which was reduced to a state of desolation, 
by the fire that followed it. The “ Alfama,” 
or ancient Moorish City, situate higher up 
the river, as well as the Suburb of Belem, 
extending lower down the Tagus; though 
both may be said to form a part of Lisbon, 
nearly as Wapping and Westminster con¬ 
stitute portions of London; yet received, 
comparatively, little injury. The principal 
Edifices, and even the Houses in both, re¬ 
mained, if not unshaken, yet undemolished. 
In 1772, rather more than half the space 
originally laid waste by the Earthquake and 
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fire, had been already rebuilt. Some of the 
new Streets might even vie in regularity and 
magnificence, with those of any Capital in 
Europe; forming an astonishing contrast with 
the filth, antiquity, and barbarism, characte¬ 
ristic of the Eastern extremity, or “ Alfama.” 

The Family of Braganza has not produced, 
even down to the present time, any Sovereign 
endowed with Talents such as distinguished 
the two Kings, John the Second and Ema¬ 
nuel, who reigned over the Portugueze in the 
fifteenth and sixteenth Centuries. John the 
Fourth himself, Founder of the Braganza 
line, though he effected the recovery of their 
national independence, seemed to be in no de¬ 
gree qualified by Nature, for the performance 
of so perilous a task. Gustavus Vasa, who 
expelled the Tyrant Christian the Second, 
from Sweden; Henry the Fourth, who crushed 
“the League” in France; William the First, 
and William the Third, Princes of Orange, 
who successively liberated the Dutch; the 
former, from the yoke of Spain, and the lat¬ 
ter, from the arms of Louis the XIVth ;— 
all these were superior Men, endowed with 
Energies such as Providence confers on He¬ 
roes. But, the Duke of Braganza was.an 
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ordinary individual, whose abilities were of 
the most moderate description: even his per¬ 
sonal courage was never proved in the Field. 
It was the heroic spirit of his Consort, which 
supplying these defects, impelled him to seize 
the Crown, which the weakness and incapa¬ 
city of the Spanish Government under Philip 
the Fourth, might be said to tender him. She 
was, herself, by birth a Spaniard, daughter 
of the Duke of Medina Sidonia: her name, 
Louisa de Guzman. After the decease of 
the King her husband in 1656, she continued 
to act as Regent. John the Fourth left two 
sons, the eldest of whom, Alphonso the Sixth, 
was only thirteen years of age. Labouring 
from his infancy under incurable maladies, 
or debilities of body and of mind, he appears 
to have been altogether unfit to exercise 
the duties or functions of Sovereign Power. 
While his Mother held the reins of State, 
Alphonso’s incapacity, and acts of violence 
or of imbecility, were prevented from ex¬ 
citing any national commotions of a serious 
nature: but, after the retreat and decease of 
that illustrious Princess in 1666, liis deposi¬ 
tion speedily followed. , It was merited by 
his excesses, and utter inaptitude for Go¬ 
vernment. His own wife, a Princess of Ihe 
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House of Nemours* descended from the 
Dukes of Savoy, to whom he had been 
recently married, but, with whom he had 
never been able to consummate his nuptials; 
combining with Don Pedro, his younger 
Brother, a Prince of prudence, energy, and 
ability; arrested and deposed Alphonso. In 
performing this Revolutionary act, they were 
only the agents and instruments of the Na¬ 
tion, who unanimously demanded, sanction¬ 
ed, and maintained it. 

Don Pedro, thus called to the supreme 
Authority by the voice of the Portugueze, at 
twenty years of age, in 1668, did not how¬ 
ever assume the title of King. Like the 
present Prince Regent of the same Country, 
he contented himself with that Denomination; 
but he married Mary of Nemours, his Bro¬ 
ther’s wife, as Henry the Eighth of England 
had espoused Catherine of Arragon. Till 
the death of Alphonso, which took place 
seventeen years later, in 1683, Pedro only 
exercised the Regency. Alphonso was first 
sent to the Azores, or Western Islands, 
situate in the midst of the Atlantic Ocean; 
where he resided for some years, at Ter- 
ceira, in an honorable restraint: but it was 



MEMOIRS. 


63 


afterwards judged expedient to conduct him 
back to Portugal, and to confine him in one 
of the royal Palaces, at Cintra; a -village not 
remote from Lisbon, situate towards the 
mouth of the Tagus, in a Country abound¬ 
ing with natural beauties of every kind, 
which render it one of the most delicious 
and enchanting spots in Europe. At a more 
recent period, Cintra has attained historical 
Celebrity, from the Convention there conclu¬ 
ded, or rather at Torres Vedras, with the 
French, in 1808. In the Palace at the former 
place, 1 visited the Apartment in which Al- 
phonso was imprisoned, and where he ended 
his days. Though become somewhat ruin¬ 
ous in 1772, it was tolerably spacious, being 
about twenty feet square, and proportion- 
ably lofty. He passed eleven years as a cap¬ 
tive, in that chamber. Towards the latter 
part of his life, his understanding, naturally 
very weak, became wholly alienated. Hq 
grew furious to such a degree, that it was 
found necessary to confine him by an iron 
rail, which surrounded his Bed, and allowed 
him only a space of about fourteen to sixteen 
feet, for exercise. The Bricks, of which the 
floor was composed, were worn away in this 
track, by the constant action'of his feet. 
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His death, however, as far as we can assert, 
or are warranted to conjecture, was not ac¬ 
celerated by any act of Treachery or Vio¬ 
lence. It is an extraordinary circumstance, 
that Alphonso terminated his unfortunate 
life on the 12th of December, 1683; and 
that his former wife, Mary of Nemours, who 
was married to his younger Brother Don 
Pedro, died on the 17th of the same month 
and year, leaving no issue by that Prince. 

Pedro the Second, who continued to reign 
down to the commencement of the last Cen¬ 
tury, in 1706; was unquestionably the most 
able of the Sovereigns that have governed 
Portugal, from 1640 down to the present 
time. John the Fifth, his son and successor, 
seems to have been a man of moderate intel¬ 
lectual endowments : fond of show, but des¬ 
titute of taste; and during the latter Years 
of his Life, when the Powers of his Mind 
had been enfeebled in Consequence of an 
Apoplectic Stroke,—enslaved by Bigotry. 
He expended forty-five Millions of Crusa- 
does, or nearly four Millions Sterling, in the 
erection of a Palace at Maffra, about five 
leagues north of Cintra, and not far removed 
from the Shore of the Atlantic. It formed a 
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monument of royal prodigality, blended.with 
Superstition. Who can believe, that in the 
last Century, any Prince would construct a 
residence, in imitation or emulation of the 
Escurial of Philip the Second of Spain? 
John did not, indeed, like Philip, build the 
Palace of Maffra, in the form of a Gridiron; 
but he united in one Edifice, precisely as 
that King had done, a Palace, a Church, 
and a Convent. The Church occupied the 
centre of the Building; contiguous to it being 
placed the Cloisters; together with the Cells, 
or apartments of the Monks. Three hun¬ 
dred Franciscan Friars, a Monastic Order 
distinguished for the disgusting filth of their 
dress and appearance, were there stationed. 
They had even a Hospital in the central 
part of the Edifice, for the diseased and 
infirm members of the Fraternity. One of 
the first acts of Joseph’s reign, was to dis¬ 
lodge these religious nuisances; and when I 
visited Maffra, they had been "replaced by 
secular priests, diminished in number. The 
Palace, dismantled, forsaken, and forming 
altogether an appendage to the Convent, 
extended in two wings on either side, and 
behind the Church; but, without Gardens or 
pleasure grounds of any kind. Such was 
VOL, i. f 
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Maffra, the Versailles of Portugal; erected, 
like that Palace, in a situation little favoured 
by nature! John the Fifth expended more 
beneficially the treasures of the State, in 
constructing the Aqueduct of Alcantra, 
scarcely a mile out of Lisbon, which supplies 
the Capital in a great Degree, with water. 
In solidity and grandeur, it is a work worthy 
of ancient Rome; crossing a deep valley or 
Ravine, from one mountain to another, on 
Arches; the central Arch of which Range 
is three hundred feet in height, and ninety in 
breadth. The Earthquake of 1755, spared 
this monument of national utility, which re¬ 
ceived little injury from the shock; and the 
construction of which reconciled me in some 
measure, to the Sovereign by whom it was 
raised. 

The reign of Joseph may be more properly 
denominated the Administration of the Cond6 
de (Eyras, created afterwards Marquis de 
Pombal, than it can be characterized by any 
other description.. The name of this Minis¬ 
ter was Sebastian Joseph Carvalho. His 
Birth, noble, but not illustrious, would never 
have opened him a way to power, tho’ aided 
by extraordinary talents, if Court Favour 
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Maria Anna of Austria, daughter of the 
Emperor Leopold the First, and Queen of 
John the Fifth, recommended him to her son 
Joseph ; who, on his accession to the Throne 
in 1750, named Carvalho, Secretary for Fo¬ 
reign Affairs. His own abilities atchieved 
the rest. On him, Joseph seemed to have 
devolved the exclusive and absolute Govern¬ 
ment of the State; nor was he unworthy of 
that selection. At the time that I saw him, 
he had attained his seventy-third year; but 
age appeared neither to have diminished the 
vigor, freshness, nor activity of his faculties. 
In his person he was very tall and slender; 
his face long, pale, meagre, and full of intel¬ 
ligence. He was so unpopular, and so many 
attempts had been made to assassinate him, 
that he never went out without Guards. 
Even in the Streets of Lisbon, his Carriage 
was always accompanied or surrounded by 
a detachment of Cavalry, with their swords 
drawn for his protection. He was, indeed, 
not less odious to the Nobility and Clergy, 
than to the People; perhaps, even more so ; 
one of the great objects of his policy, during 
more than twenty years, having been to re¬ 
duce the Aristocratic and Ecclesiastical Pri- 
f 2 



68 


HISTORICAL 


vileges of every kind, to a strict dependance 
oir the Crown and Government. 

In 1772, the State Prisons were crouded 
with unfortunate victims. The Tower of 
Belem, the Fort of the Bougie, situate at the 
mouth of the Tagus, and the Castle of St; 
Julien, placed at the northern entrance of 
that river, were all full of prisoners ; among 
whom, a great proportion had been Jesuits, 
arrested either in 1758, or in 1763, by Orders 
of the first Minister. The subterranean 
Casemates of the Castle of St. Julien con¬ 
tained above a hundred individuals, who 
could be clearly discerned by persons walk¬ 
ing on the Bamparts of the Fortress, through 
the iron gratings which admitted some light 
to those gloomy abodes. I have, myself, 
beheld many of them, at the depth of fifty or 
sixty feet below me, pacing to and fro; most 
of whom, being Jesuits, were habited in the 
Dress of the Order. They excited great 
Commiseration. The famous Gabriel Mala- 
grida, an Italian Jesuit, who was accused 
of having, as Confessor to the Marchioness 
of Tavora, known and encouraged her to 
make the attempt upon Joseph’s life; after 
being long imprisoned in that Fortress, was 
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strangled, and his Body subsequently re¬ 
duced to Ashes at the stake, in 1701. He 
appears to have been rather a Visionary, and 
an imbecile Fanatic, than a man of dangerous 
parts. His public Execution, when near 
seventy-five years of age, must be considered 
as a cruel and odious act, which reflects 
disgrace on Joseph, and on his Minister. 
Malagrida’s name is become proverbial 
among us, to express duplicity; and has 
been applied, perhaps unjustly, to one of 
our greatest modern Statesmen, by his poli¬ 
tical Opponents. Many other persons of all 
ranks, either known, or believed to have 
been, implicated in the Duke d’Aveiro’s 
Conspiracy, remained in 1772 shut up in 
the various State Prisons of Portugal. ,Most, 
or all of these unhappy sufferers who sur¬ 
vived, have, I believe, been siuce liberated 
in 1777, on the Accession of the present 
Queen. 

In extenuation, if not in justification of 
the first Minister, and of Joseph, it must 
however be admitted that the national cha¬ 
racter of the Portugueze, at once bigotted, 
sanguinary; and'vindictive, demanded a.se¬ 
vere Government. They were neither to bo 
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reformed, enlightened, nor coerced, by gen¬ 
tle and palliative remedies. At the decease 
of John the Fifth, the Streets of Lisbon, even 
in the most frequented Quarters, exhibited 
perpetual scenes of violence, and of murder, 
during the night. Dead bodies, stabbed, and 
covered with wounds, were left exposed in 
the Squares and public places. But, before 
1772, the Police, introduced and rigorously 
enforced by the Marquis de Pombal, had al¬ 
most extinguished these enormities; and had 
rendered the Capital nearly as secure as Lon¬ 
don. During my residence there, of many 
weeks, such was the vigilance of the Patrole, 
that only one Assassination was committed; 
and I have returned home, alone, on foot, 
at the latest hours, without danger or appre¬ 
hension. Nor were the cares of the First 
Minister, limited to the mere protection of 
the Metropolis. Its re-edification, salubrity, 
and improvement in every sense, occupied 
his capacious mind. Lisbon might truly be 
said to rise from its ashes, as ancient Rome 
did under Augustus, renewed and beautified. 
The education of the young Nobility formed 
likewise, a distinguished object of his re¬ 
gard. A College, founded solely for their 
benefit, at an immense expense, was already 
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nearly completed. I visited it, as I did the 
manufactures of silk, of lace, of ivory, and 
many others, carrying on under his Aus¬ 
pices. All these bespoke a great and ele¬ 
vated understanding, intent on ameliorating 
the order of things, and animated by very 
salutary or enlarged views. But, the greater 
number of the Marquis de Pombars institu¬ 
tions, edifices, and fabricks, being incom¬ 
plete, demanded time or funds for their entire 
accomplishment. The detestation in which 
he was held, impeded their progress: nor 
was it doubted, that as soon as the present 
Queen, then Princess of Brazil, should suc¬ 
ceed to the throne; her Superstition, or her 
Prejudices, would overturn all that Joseph 
and his Minister had done, to introduce im¬ 
provements or reforms into Portugal. The 
event justified this prediction. 

Joseph’s reign, which had been marked by 
Earthquakes, Conspiracies, and War, was 
regarded by the Portugueze Nation, not 
without some apparent reason, as a most 
calamitous period. Yet if we compare the 
misfortunes of that time, with those which 
have succeeded, when the Sovereign, the 
Ro^al Family, and the principal Nobility, 
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have been compelled to abandon their native 
Country, in order to seek an Asylum in 
South America; while the Capital and the 
Provinces have been occupied, over-run, and 
plundered, by a revolutionary Enemy of the 
most rapacious description;—how compara¬ 
tively tolerable were the evils endured under 
Joseph, when placed near those to which 
Portugal has been subjected under his 
Daughter! They may be said to have equal¬ 
led, if they did not exceed, between 1807 
and 1810, the degradation and subversion 
which followed the death of Sebastian, in 
the sixteenth Century, when Philip the Se¬ 
cond rendered, himself master of the king¬ 
dom. Having mentioned Sebastian, I shall 
say a few words on the History of that un¬ 
fortunate Prince. It is well known that he 
perished or disappeared, in the famous Battle 
of Arzila, on the Coast of Barbary, fought 
on the 4th of August, 1578. I have seen, 
in the royal Palace at Cintra, a little open 
Court or Balcony, adjoining one of the rooms 
of State, in which was constructed a stone 
Chai or seat, coated with a sort of coarse 
Porcelain; a Bench of the same materials ex¬ 
tending on each side. In that Chair, while 
his Ministers sate round him, Sebastian, ^.s 
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constant Tradition asserts, held the memor¬ 
able Council, in which the Enterprize against 
Morocco was resolved on, contrary to the 
advice and opinions of his more prudent 
Counsellors. That he was no more seen 
after the day of the Battle of Arzila, by the 
Portugueze, is certain; but it is not abso¬ 
lutely ascertained beyond all doubt, that he 
perished there. His Body was never found, 
or at least, was never identified; and I have 
conversed with very judicious men at Lisbon, 
who inclined to believe that the individual 
who appeared at Venice in 1598, asserting 
himself to be Sebastian, was really that 
Prince. 

Joseph had one Sister, named Barbara, 
who was married, at seventeen years of age, 
to Ferdinand, Prince of Asturias, youngest 
of the sons of Philip the Fifth, King of 
Spain, by his first Queen, and who after¬ 
wards succeeded him in the Spanish Throne. 
This Princess, who seems to have been en¬ 
tirely under the dominion of Superstition and 
of Music; before she quitted Lisbon, in order 
to become the wife of Ferdinand, in 1729, 
having repaired to the Church of the “ Madr& 
de Dios,” or Mother of God, situate on the 
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banks of the Tagus, in the Suburbs; there 
made a solemn offering to the Virgin, of the 
rich Dress, laces, and valuable jewels, which 
she had worn at the ceremony of her Espou¬ 
sals. I was induced to visit the Church, for 
the purpose of viewing this magnificent sa¬ 
crifice or renunciation of female ornament. 
The image was habited from head to foot, in 
the finest lace; the Stomacher, Necklace, and 
Ear-rings, being altogether composed Of Bril¬ 
liants. Lady Wortley Montagu remarks, in 
one of her Letters, written from some part of 
Germany ; I believe, from Cologne; that in 
her time, as early as 1717, or 1718, the kna¬ 
very of the Priests had already removed, in 
most, or in many of the Catholic Churches, 
the. precious stones which Devotees had pre¬ 
sented to the Saints ; substituting paste, or 
other imitations in their place. This asser¬ 
tion may have been well founded, relative to 
Germany; but was not true in Portugal, at 
a much later period. I viewed these Dia¬ 
monds, by permission of the priests, very 
closely, through the medium of a glass case, 
in which the Virgin herself was inclosed ; 
and I have not the slightest doubt that they 
were the identical jewels, presented by the 
Princess on the above-mentioned occasion. 
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At the feet of his Mother, secured within the 
same case, lay a waxen figure of the Infant 
Jesus, wrapt in similar attire, and reposing 
in a Cradle of solid silver. How long these 
costly articles of Dress may have remained 
unremoved in the Church of the “ Madr& de 
Dios,” since I saw them, I cannot pretend 
to say: but we may presume that the Prince 
Regent, when he embarked for Rio Janeiro, 
did not leave them behind, for the Duchess 
of Abrant6s, or the revolutionary rapacity of 
the French Generals; who would no more 
have spared them, than the Elder Dionysius 
respected the golden Beard of Esculapius, 
or the Mantle of Jupiter. 

The Princess Barbara, who became Queen 
of Spain in 1746, constituted the supreme 
felicity of Ferdinand the Sixth, her husband; 
with whom she lived twenty-nine years, in 
a state of such conjugal union as is rarely 
to be found in human life, and still more 
rarely on the Throne. They nevertheless re¬ 
mained without issue. Like his Queen, 
Ferdinand nourished a decided passion, or 
rather rage, for Music; and it is well known 
that the celebrated Farinelli enjoyed under 
his reign, as he had previously done under that 



70 


HISTORICAL 


of Philip the Fifth, an almost unbounded 
Ascendant over both the King- and Queen. 
Such was Farinelli’s prodigious influence, 
that he maybe said to have shared the politi¬ 
cal power of the state with Ensenada, the first 
Minister of Ferdinand; a Prince who, though 
he reigned in our own Times, is hardly known 
or remembered beyond the limits of Spain. 
His talents were very confined, but his in¬ 
tentions were upright. Notwithstanding the 
obligations of the “ Family Compact,” he 
refused, on the Commencement of the War 
between Great-Britain and France in 1756, 
to join the latter power; or to sacrifice, as his 
Successor Charles the Third did in 1761, the 
interests of his People, to the ties of Consan¬ 
guinity existing between him and.Louis the 
Fifteenth. Till his Decease, which took place 
in 1759, Ferdinand maintained a strict Neu¬ 
trality. His Death was unquestionably pro¬ 
duced by grief for the loss of his Queen, who 
had been carried off* in the preceding year. 
From that time, Ferdinand became a prey to 
the most inveterate Melancholy, which not 
only, enfeebled, but, in some measure alien¬ 
ated his mind. Abandoning himself to des¬ 
pair, he declined all society; refused to 
change his linen, or to take any remedies, 
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during some weeks before he expired; and 
ultimately died the victim, of conjugal Affec¬ 
tion. In consequence of this event, his half- 
Brother, Charles, son of Philip the Fifth by 
his second wife, the Parmesana as she was. 
denominated; who then reigned at Naples, 
ascended the Throne of Spain. 

I passed a great part of the years 1775 
and 1776, in France, not long after the de¬ 
cease of Louis the Fifteenth; a Sovereign 
whose character and actions always appear¬ 
ed to me to be depreciated and undervalued 
by the French, nearly in the same proportion 
that they have elevated those of Louis, the 
Fourteenth above their just Standard. Like 
his Predecessor, he succeeded to the Crown, 
while in childhood; but, he had not the same 
advantages as Louis the Fourteenth enjoyed, 
whose Mother, Anne of Austria, watched with 
maternal solicitude over his preservation. 
Louis the Fifteenth, who at five Years of Age, 
survived both his parents, was left, during the 
Regency of Philip, Duke of Orleans, princi¬ 
pally to the care of Fleury, Bishop of Frejus, 
who obtained over his pupil, an early, and 
almost an unbounded ascendant. The Re¬ 
gency lasted above eight, years; and during 
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no period of time since the Abdication of 
James the Second in 1689, have France and 
England been so closely united by political 
ties. George the First and the Regent Duke, 
both, dreaded a Pretender: one, in the son 
of James; the other, in Philip the Fifth, 
King of Spain. Impelled by this apprehen¬ 
sion, the two Princes equally made the policy 
and interests of their respective Countries, 
subordinate to their personal objects of Ac¬ 
quisition or Ambition. Philip, Duke of 
Orleans, was undoubtedly one of the most 
immoral and profligate men whom we have 
beheld in modem Ages. The Orgies of the 
“ Palais Royal,” probably exceeded in de¬ 
pravity, as well as in enormity, every thing 
of the same kind ever acted, even in France. 
The incestuous Fables of Antiquity, and the 
unnatural Amours of Cinyras and Myrrha, 
which we read with Horror in Ovid; the 
revolting Stories related of Alexander the 
Sixth and his Daughter Lucretia Borgia;— 
were believed to have been realized in the 
Persons of the Duchess de Berri, and the 
Abbess de Chelles, -with their own Father. 
But, notwithstanding the Disgust excited by 
such Scenes of infamous Turpitude, we must 
acknowledge that the Regent likewise, disr 
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played some of the greatest endowments and 
talents, fitted both for the: Cabinet and for 
the Field. His Descendant, who performed 
so detestable a part in the late French Re¬ 
volution, only resembled him in his vices. 
He inherited neither the distinguished perso¬ 
nal courage, nor the ardor for knowledge, 
nor the military skill, nor the aptitude for 
public Business, nor the elevated mind of 
the Regent; who, if he had not been re¬ 
strained by some considerations of goodness, 
or some emotions of affection, might easily 
have acted by Louis the Fifteenth, as we 
suppose that Richard, Duke of Gloucester, 
did by Edward the Fifth; or, as we know 
that the late Duke of Orleans acted by Louis 
the Sixteenth, and his Queen. To the Re¬ 
gent, whose life was terminated before the 
End of the Year 1723, in the arms of the 
Duchess de Yalori, abbreviated by his ex¬ 
cesses, succeeded the short and feeble Mi¬ 
nistry of the Duke of Bourbon, comprizing 
scarcely three years; but, which Period of 
Time produced one event peculiarly interest¬ 
ing to the young King, and to France; I 
mean, his Marriage. 

There is no instance in the last, or present 
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Century, of any female attaining so great an 
elevation, as that of Mademoiselle de Lec- 
zinska to the Throne of France: for, we 
cannot justly reckon the second marriage of 
the Czar Peter, with Catherine, the Livonian 
Peasant, as an exception. Muscovy could 
scarcely then be considered as forming a 
portion of the European System, nor were 
its Sovereigns altogether subjected to our 
usages. That the Daughter of an expatriated 
Polish Nobleman or Palatine, whom Charles 
the Twelfth of Sweden had nominally forced 
upon the Poles, as their King, during a few 
years; but, who was in fact only a needy, 
exiled Adventurer, driven by necessity to 
take shelter in an obscure provincial town of 
Alsace, and destitute of Territories, or almost 
of support;—that a Princess, if such she 
might indeed be properly denominated, who 
could hardly be thought a suitable match for 
one of the petty Sovereigns on the Banks of 
the Elbe, or the Rhine, should have been se¬ 
lected for thp. Consort of a King of France;— 
may assuredly be considered as one of the 
most singular Caprices of Fortune. Its sin¬ 
gularity becomes augmented, when we re¬ 
flect that the young Monarch was already 
not only betrothed to the daughter of Philip 
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the Fifth, his Uncle, King of Spain; but, 
that the Princess destined to share his Throne 
and Bed, had long resided in France, the nup¬ 
tials being only delayed till the two parties 
should attain a proper age. Yet, in defiance 
of this impediment, did the Duke of Bour¬ 
bon venture to send back Philip’s Daugh¬ 
ter to Madrid; and I met her at Lisbon, near 
half a Century afterwards, become Queen of 
Portugal; transported from the Banks of the 
Seine, to those of the Tagus: while a native 
of Poland, brought up in obscurity, and 
hardly accounted among the female Candi¬ 
dates for an European Crown, supplied her 
place. The motive assigned for so extraor¬ 
dinary a proceeding on the part of the Duke 
of Bourbon, was his apprehension that the 
young King, whose delicate Constitution 
seemed scarcely to promise his attaining to 
manhood, should die without issue. 

I have been assured by persons conversant 
in the secret History of the early part of 
Louis the Fifteenth’s reign, that when the 
Duke of Bourbon determined on dissolving 
the unconsummated Marriage between the 
young King and Philip’s Daughter, he found 
himself under the greatest embarrassment, 

VOL. I. G 
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whom to substitute in her room. He had a 
Sister, Mademoiselle de Sens, born in 1705, 
whose age and personal accomplishments 
rendered her a fit Bride for Louis. She then 
resided at the Abbey of Fontevraud in Anjou, 
under the protection of the Abbess; and it 
was natural for the Duke to desire to raise her 
to the Throne. But, he was himself enslaved 
to the. celebrated Marchioness de Prie, his 
Mistress, who wished to have the merit of 
naming the future Queen; in whose Houses 
hold, and about whose person, she aspired to 
occupy a distinguished situation. On the 
other hand, they both equally dreaded giving 
a, wife to their. Sovereign, whose Charms, Ta¬ 
lents; or Ambition, might impel her to assume 
an empire over his mind. Louis, then only 
entering on his sixteenth year, brought up in 
great seclusion, scarcely initiated in public 
Business; and though not destitute of talents; 
yet indolent, of very reserved habits, modest, 
and diffident of himself; would, not improb¬ 
ably, like his uncle Philip the Fifth, be go¬ 
verned by a Queen of energy or spirit. Be¬ 
fore the choice fell therefore on the Duke of 
Bourbon’s sister, it behoved the Marchioness 
to ascertain whether, if selected for so great 
an elevation, she would probably' manifest 
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ductility of character, gratitude, and attach¬ 
ment towards the person who principally rais¬ 
ed her to that eminence. In order to obtain 
satisfaction on a point so important, Madame 
de Prie determined to procure an interview 
with Mademoiselle de Sens, to whom she was. 
unknown by person, though not by reputa¬ 
tion. Assuming therefore a fictitious name, 
she repaired to Fontevraud, and having been 
presented to her, found means to turn the con¬ 
versation.on the Marchioness de Prie.. Un-. 
conscious that the stranger to whom she ad¬ 
dressed her discourse, was the Marchioness, 
herself, the Princess gave full scope to her 
antipathy towards a woman, whom she con-, 
sidered as exercising a pernicious influence 
over her brother’s mind. This disclosure of 
her sentiments, at once stopped the further 
prosecution of Madame de Prie’s plan for 
placing her on the French Throne, • and 
compelled her to turn her views to another 
quarter. 

The Duke of Bourbon, not discouraged by 
the obstacle which difference of religion im¬ 
posed, next embraced the extraordinary mea T 
sure of demanding for his master, the hand of 
an English Princess; and he named as the 
g 2 



84 


HISTORICAL 


/ 


object of his selection, the eldest Grand¬ 
daughter of George the First, Anne, who af¬ 
terwards married William the Fourth, Prince 
of Orange. This event took place in 1725. 
However strong might be the objection aris¬ 
ing from her profession of the Protestant 
faith, which she must necessarily have re¬ 
nounced, in order to ascend the Throne of 
France, yet the offer was alluring; and Hen¬ 
rietta, sister of Charles the Second, had mar¬ 
ried Philip, Duke of Orleans, brother of Louis 
the Fourteenth, after Charles’s Restoration. 
But, George the First, though gratified by the 
proposition of seeing one of his female de¬ 
scendants wear the French Crown, yet was 
too wise to accept it; well knowing that such 
an Alliance' however splendid in itself, or 
whatever political advantages it might seem 
to present, would irritate and disgust all the 
adherents of the Succession in the House of 
Hanover. Thus foiled in two attempts to dis¬ 
pose of Louis the Fifteenth’s hand, and firm¬ 
ly resolved on effecting his marriage without 
Delay, Madame de Prie cast her eyes on 
Maria Leczinska, the daughter of Stanislaus. 
She was then living with her father, at Weis- 
sembourg in Alsace; a town situate not far 
from the Rhine, on the frontier of Germany, 
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though in the dominions of France; where the 
titular King of Poland resided in as much 
obscurity, as Charles the Second lived in the 
preceding Century at Cologne, during the 
Protectorate of Cromwell. So little expecta¬ 
tion did he entertain of matching his Daughter 
with a crowned head, th&t he had already lent 
a favourable ear to the proposals of a private 
Nobleman, a subject of France, the Count 
d’Estrees, who offered her Marriage. Stanis¬ 
laus accepted the Offer, but desired to delay 
its accomplishment, till he could procure, if 
possible, the honors of a Duchess, at the 
Court of Versailles, for Mademoiselle de 
Leczinska. 

With that view, he actually made ap¬ 
plications to obtain a Brevet of Duke for 
the Count d’Estrees, his destined son-in-law, 
though without success; Fortune reserving 
for her the first Diaderii in Europe. Her 
principal recommendation consisted in her 
want of personal attractions, the humility of 
her condition, and the obligation to Gratitude 
which she must naturally feel for the authors 
of so wonderful a change in her Fortune. In 
fact, Nature had neither bestowed on her 
Beauty , Elegance of manners, nor intellectual 
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endowments of any kind. Even youth she 
could scarcely be said comparatively to pos¬ 
sess, as she was already twenty-three years 
of age, while her destined husband was only 
sixteen. We know not which to admire 
most, the singularity of such a choice, or the 
passive Apathy displayed by Louis, while his 
Minister and Madame de Prie thus disposed 
of his person. Maria Leczinska brought 
him nothing, as a portion, on the day of her 
nuptials, except modesty, virtue, and goodr 
ness of heart. Yet the young King, during 
.eleven or twelve years after his marriage, ex¬ 
hibited a pattern of conjugal fidelity, which 
stands strongly contrasted with Louis the 
Fourteenth’s dissolute amours, at the same 
period of life; though Maria Theresa, daugh¬ 
ter of Philip the Fourth, could boast of 
much superior personal Charms to the Polish 
Princess. The Duchess de la Valiere, Ma¬ 
dame de Montespan, and Madame de Fon- 
tanges, disputed for the possession of Louis 
the Fourteenth’s youth. It was not ’till 
Louis the Fifteenth had passed his thirtieth 
year, that after becoming successively ena¬ 
moured of the Duchess de Chateau-roux 
and her two Sisters, he sunk first into the 
arms of the Marchioness de Pompadour, 
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and in his old Age resigned himself to the 
disgraceful Chains of the Countess du Barry. 

The Duke de Bourbon’s and Madame de 
Prie’s period of power, proved nevertheless 
of short duration. He was banished in ] 726, 
to Chantilly, and at that point of time com¬ 
mences Cardinal FleuryV Administration. 
It lasted nearly as long as Richlieu’s Minis¬ 
try had done; namely, about seventeen years; 
and though Fleury was far inferior in strength 
of character, resources, and energy, to his 
great predecessor, yet may France justly feel 
for him equal gratitude. Pacific, economical, 
unostentatious, and mild, Jie seemed made, 
to heal the wounds inflicted on their Coun¬ 
try, by the Ambition of Louis the Four¬ 
teenth, and the Excesses of the Regent. ; If 
Richlieu, as we are assured from contempo¬ 
rary authority, ventured to raise his eyes to 
Anne, of Austria, and to make her proposi¬ 
tions of a libertine nature; it is equally a 
fact, however incredible it may appear, that 
Fleury, then above, seventy years of age, 
carried his presumption still farther with 
respect to Maria Leczinska. That Princess, 
conscious, nevertheless, of the ascendant, 
which the Cardinal had obtained, oyer her 
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Husband, possessed too much prudence to 
communicate to him, in the first instance, 
the subject of her complaint. She wisely 
preferred making a Confidant of her father. 
To Stanislaus she therefore revealed the te¬ 
merity of the aged Minister, and besought 
him to give her his advice for her conduct, 
particularly on the Propriety of her ac¬ 
quainting Louis with the circumstance. Sta¬ 
nislaus exhorted her, in reply, to bury the 
secret in her own bosom; observing at the 
same time, that Sovereign Princesses are 
placed on such an eminence, as almost to 
render it impossible for any disrespectful 
propositions to be made them, unless they 
encourage to a certain degree, such advances. 
The Queen was discreet enough to adop$ 
this judicious and paternal counsel. If I 
had not received the Anecdote here related, 
from a person, whose intimacy with the in¬ 
dividuals composing the Court of France at 
that time, joined to his rank and high cha¬ 
racter, left no doubt of its authenticity, I 
should not venture to recount the fact. 

To Louis the Fifteenth, France stands in¬ 
debted for the acquisition of Lorrain, a Ter¬ 
ritory of inestimable value; perhaps surpas- 
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sing in real importance, any augmentation of 
the French Dominions made by arms, within 
the three last Centuries. Henry the Second 
had conquered Met?, Toul, and Verdun, 
from.the German Empire; besides re-annex¬ 
ing Calais, so long held by the English 
Princes. The Counties of Bugey and Bresse, 
covering the Borders on the side of Savoy, 
were gained by Henry the Fourth. His son, 
Louis the Thirteenth, or more properly to 
speak, the Cardinal de Richlieu, added Rou- 
sillon and Cerdagne, situate at one extre¬ 
mity of the Kingdom, towards Catalonia; 
while in another Quarter, he reduced Artois 
and Alsace to the French Obedience. Lastly, 
Louis the Fourteenth, in the course of his 
long, ambitious, and sanguinary Career, ex¬ 
ceeding in duration seventy years, not only 
enlarged or strengthened his frontier along 
the Rhine; but augmented his Territories by 
the addition of Franche Comt6, and of a 
vast portion of Flanders. Yet may we justly 
doubt, whether any of these acquisitions con- 
ferred such strength and security, as the pos¬ 
session of Lorrain. When we reflect on the 
beauty and extent of that fine Province, 
stretching into the midst of France; conti¬ 
guous on the East to Germany, while on the 
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West, its limits approached Paris itself;— 
we must own that the French seem ungrate¬ 
ful to the memory of a Prince, who by his 
Arms and Negotiations succeeded in retain¬ 
ing such a tract of Country. It affixed the 
seal to every preceding effort made by their 
Kings or Ministers, for the security, great¬ 
ness, and protection of France; leaving unac¬ 
complished no object of wise Ambition. Nor 
can we too severely censure the inert, or par¬ 
simonious and narrow policy of Walpole, in 
permitting Cardinal Fleury to illustrate his 
Administration by such an act. France did 
not indeed, instantly, take possession in her 
own name, of the Duchies of Lorrain and 
Bar. Fortune, after, raising Maria Leczins- 
ka to the Throne of France, conferred on. 
her father, in recompence for his ideal Polish 
Crown, those; fertile Provinces; the enjoy¬ 
ment and revenues of which, were secured to 
him for his life. Such a substitution, was in. 
fact exchanging the armour, of Diomed, for 
that of Glaucus; a barren Sceptre, for one of 
Gold. 

Stanislaus, when this event took place in. 
1736, was already nearly sixty, and he remain^ 
ed during thirty years, Dukh of Lorrain. His 
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Administration, mild, beneficent, and liberal, 
rendered him beloved by his new subjects. 
He embellished Nancy, the Capital; but he 
held his Court and residence principally at 
Luneville, where he expired in consequence 
of a singular accident, having been burnt to 
death. Charles, King of Navarre, surnamed 
the Bad, perished nearly in the same manner, 
about four Centuries earlier, at Pampeluna. 
The late Lady Mary Churchill, Sir Robert 
Walpole’s daughter, who then resided with 
her husband at Luneville, has more than once 
recounted to me all the particulars of Stanis¬ 
laus’s end. Mr. Churchill and Lady Mary, 
who lived in habits of intimacy with him, 
dined at his Villa of Bon Secours, a short 
distance from Luneville, on the day pre¬ 
ceding the Catastrophe which terminated 
his life. She assured me, that though ex¬ 
tremely bent with age and infirmities, being 
then near eighty-nine.years old, he retained 
both his faculties and his good humour. 
Naturally gallant, he had a nominal Mistress, 
the„Marchioness de Boufflers, who occupied 
a part of the Palace of Luneville, and to 
whom he was much attached; though lie ma¬ 
nifested neither jealousy nor dissatisfaction at 
her preference of a younger Rival. His own 
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Chancellor had contrived to insinuate himself 
into Madame de Boufflers’ favour; a fact of 
which the King was not ignorant. Taking 
leave of her, one evening, when retiring to 
his Apartment, after embracing her, “ Mon 
Chancellery added he, “ vous dira le restef — 
a jocose allusion to the words with which, as 
is well known, the French Sovereigns, when 
holding a Bed of Justice , always finish their 
Harangues. Stanislaus, during the last years 
of his life, withdrew to rest every night, at 
nine o’Clock, and his departure constituted 
the signal for commencing Faro. All the 
persons of both sexes, composing his Court 
and Household, then sat down to that in¬ 
fatuating Game, which was continued without 
intermission, to a late hour. But, a circum¬ 
stance seemingly incredible is, that the rage 
for it became such, as to attract by degrees 
to the Table, all the Domestics of the Palace, 
down to the very Turnspits or Scullions; who 
crowding round, staked their Ecus on the 
Cards, over the heads of the company. Such 
a fact sufficiently proves the relaxation of 
manners which prevailed in the Court of 
Lorrain, under Stanislaus. 

His Death, as Lady Mary Churchill related 
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it to me, took place in February, 1766, in 
the following manner. The old King, who, 
like the Poles and Germans, was much ad¬ 
dicted to smoaking Tobacco, usually finished 
several pipes, every day. Being alone, in an 
undress, while endeavouring to knock out the 
ashes from his pipe, he set fire to his Gown; 
and his Valet de Chambre , who alone exercised 
the privilege of entering his Apartment, had 
unfortunately just gone into the Town of 
Luneville. His cries were not immediately 
heard; but when they reached the Officer 
stationed on guard in the outward room, he 
flew to the King’s assistance; and having 
contrived to throw him down on the floor, 
the flames were speedily extinguished. He 
might even have survived and recovered the 
accident, if it had not been accompanied 
with a singular circumstance. Stanislaus, 
who during the last years of his life, 

-cum Numina nobis 

Mors installs majora facit,- 

had become devout; as a Penance for his 
Transgressions, constantly wore under his 
Shirt, next to his flesh, a “ Reliquaire” or 
Girdle, made of Silver, having points on the 
inside, from space to space. These points 
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becoming heated, and being pressed into his 
Body, while in the act of extinguishing the 
fire, caused a number of wounds or sores; 
the discharge from which, at his, advanced 
Age, proved too severe for his enfeebled 
Constitution. Conscious that his end ap¬ 
proached, and only a short time before it 
took place, he expressed a warm desire to 
see Mr. Churchill and, Lady Mary. They 
having immediately waited on him, the King 
received them with great complacency, and 
with perfect self-possession; took leave of 
them most cheerfully; remarked the singu¬ 
larity of his fortune throughout life; and 
added, alluding to the strange manner of his 
Death, “11 lie manquoit qu'une pareille Mort , 
pour un Avanturier comme moi.” He soon 
afterwards expired; retaining his senses and 
understanding almost to the last moments of 
his existence. 

If Louis the Fifteenth, by the Peace of 
1736, acquired Lorrain for France, he co¬ 
vered himself and his Country with military 
Glory, during the War that commenced in 
1741, on the Death of the Emperor Charles 
the Sixth. Fleury was no more; he and 
Walpole having finished their political Ca¬ 
reers, nearly about the same time. History 
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can present, in no period of the World, an 
instance of a first Minister commencing his 
Administration, like Fleury, at seventy-three 
years of age, and retaining his power till he 
was ninety. Such a fact must, indeed, be 
considered as an exception to the general 
laws of nature, moral as well as physical. 
Cardinal Ximenes in Spain, who approached 
the nearest to him, died at eighty-one'; and 1 
believe, the Count de Maurepas, under Louis 
the Sixteenth, almost attained to a similar 
Age. In 1744, the year after Fleury’s de¬ 
cease, Louis was seized, at Metz, with a 
fever, which nearly proved fatal. If he had 
expired at that time, as was expected to 
happen every Moment, during several suc¬ 
cessive Days, his memory would have' been 
embalmed in the hearts of his; subjects, and 
of mankind. Never were more ardent, or 
more universal Vows offered up to Heaven 
by the Roman People, for the recovery of 
Germanicus, or for the Preservation of Titus, 
than were made by the French Nation, for 
his restoration! They were unfortunately 
heard, and we are forced to exclaim with 
Juvenal, 

“ Provida Pompeio dederat Campania Febres 
Optandas: sed multae Urbes, et publica Vota 
Vicerunt.” " - - ■ 
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Though Louis, like Pompey, survived 
these testimonies of popular favour, yet, dur¬ 
ing the whole course of that War, down to 
its termination in 1748, he continued to de¬ 
serve, and to retain, the affections of the Na¬ 
tion. Four brilliant and triumphant Cam¬ 
paigns, in one of which he was personally 
present, rendered him Master of all the Aus¬ 
trian Netherlands. The military Trophies 
of Marlborough, erected forty years earlier 
on the same plains, were lost at Fontenoy, 
at Raucoux, and at Lafeldt. Greater by his 
Moderation, than even by his Conquests, 
Louis gave Peace to Europe at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, when Holland lay open to his attack; 
and when Mr. Pelham, who was then at 
the head of the Councils of England, pos¬ 
sessed neither pecuniary nor military re¬ 
sources for maintaining the Contest. Louis 
the Fourteenth may undoubtedly have in¬ 
spired more terror at certain periods of his 
reign ; but never excited more respect, than 
did his Successor at the Conclusion of the 
great War, which took place on the acces¬ 
sion of Maria Theresa. 

It forms a curious subject of reflection, 
that the Armies of France, during this splen¬ 
did portion of Louis the Fifteenth’s reign, 
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when he thus over-ran the Low Countries, 
were commanded by Foreigners. To Cond6, 
Turenne, and Luxembourg, had succeeded 
Catinat, Vendome, Boufflers, and Villars: 
but these last Generals left no successors. 
In 1734, Villars, at near four-score, remained 
the sole survivor of those illustrious Com¬ 
manders, who, from Rocroi down to Denain, 
from 1643 to 1712, had carried victory over 
so many Countries of Europe. An English¬ 
man, the Duke of Berwick, natural Son of 
James the Second by Arabella Churchill, 
Sister of the great Duke of Marlborough, 
was placed at the head of the French forces 
on the Rhine, in 1734: while a German and 
a Dane subjected Flanders to Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth, between 1743 and 1748. Marshal 
Saxe, the former of these Generals, attained 
a military reputation hardly exceeded by any 
individual in modern Times. Lowendahl, 
the other, was immortalized by the Capture 
of Bergen-op-Zoom, then regarded as the 
most impregnable fortress on the Continent. 
Both survived the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
only a few years. I. have been in the Apart¬ 
ment of the Palace of Chambord, near Blois, 
where Marshal Saxe expired in November, 
J750 ; extenuated by pleasures which had 

YOL. I. H 
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enervated his Herculean. Frame, and pro¬ 
duced his premature end, at fifty-four years 
of age. The natural son of Augustus the 
Second, King of Poland, and Elector of 
Saxony, by the beautiful Countess of Konigs- 
mark, he inherited from his father, an extra¬ 
ordinary degree of bodily Strength; but, 
like Milo in Antiquity, 

“ Viribus ille 

Confisus periit, admirandisque Lacertis.” 

At Chambord, where he maintained a 
magnificent Establishment during the two 
last Years of his Life, he constantly enter¬ 
tained a company of Comedians, as a So¬ 
vereign Prince. Mademoiselle Chantilly, an 
Actress and a Dancer in high reputation at 
Paris, having, from her personal Beauty, no 
less than from her theatrical Merit, attracted 
the Marshal’s attention; had, some years 
earlier, accompanied him on his Campaigns 
in the Netherlands, as his Mistress. While 
he was engaged in the Siege of Maestricht, 
Favart, a man who had found means to ren¬ 
der himself Master of her Affections, carried 
her off to Paris. After the Termination of 
the War, Marshal Saxe caused proposals 
to be made her, for repairing to Chambord, 
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to perform on his Theatre. But she, who 
was married to JFavart, knowing the Mar¬ 
shal’s designs, rejected all his offers. In 
this Dilemma, determined again to gain pos¬ 
session of her, he applied to Monsieur de 
Berruyer, then Lieutenant de Police , request¬ 
ing him to compel her to visit Chambord. 
Berruyer, desirous of obliging Marshal Saxe, 
made use of every Argument, and enforced 
them by very ample pecuniary offers. Find¬ 
ing, however, all his exertions fruitless, he 
sent her a Lettre de Cachet , ordering her 
immediately to Prison, or to Chambord. We 
must own that this atrocious abuse of power, 
which reminds us of Appius Claudius and 
Virginia, in the Consular Ages of Rome; 
excites indignation against a Minister capa¬ 
ble of thus prostituting his official Functions, 
in order to gratify the depraved and licen¬ 
tious Appetites of an exhausted Voluptuary. 
Thus pressed between imprisonment and the 
sacrifice of her person, she preferred the 
latter expedient; as many other Women 
might have done under her Circumstances, 
without perhaps incurring either any deep 
degree of Culpability, or exciting any strong 
emotions of moral Reprobation. Pity, in¬ 
deed, rather than Condemnation, arises in 
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the mind of every liberal Man, on-such a 
recital. It is difficult to relate the sequel of 
the story, without involuntarily wounding 
Decorum: yet may the Moral that it contains, 
almost apologize for such a deviation, or in 
some degree even demand it. Madame Fa- 
vart having been reluctantly conducted to the 
Marshals Bed, afterwards expressed herself 
with some contempt respecting him. Piqued 
at the insinuation, he had recourse to those 
Expedients, which Pope, one of the most 
correct of modern Poets, who exclaims, 

“ Curst be the Verse, how soft soe’er it flow, 

That tends to make one Honest Man my Foe; 
Give Virtue Scandal, Innocence a Fear, 

Or from the soft-eyed Virgin steal a Tear 

yet has not hesitated to enumerate in his 
Poem of “ January and May.” The aux¬ 
iliary proved too powerful for the principal, 
and produced his Death within a short time. 
He expired nearly in the same manner as 
the Regent Duke of Orleans had done, about 
twenty-five years earlier; a Prince, to whom, 
both in his virtues, his endowments of mind, 
and his defects or vices, Marshal Saxe exhi¬ 
bited some Analogy. 
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Louis ,the Fifteenth not only occupied the 
most distinguished place among the European 
Sovereigns and Powers, during the period of 
nearly eight years, which intervened between 
the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and the com¬ 
mencement of the War of 1756; but, for a con¬ 
siderable time subsequent to that rupture, 
every success, obtained was on the side of 
France. Beyond the Atlantic, in the Mediter¬ 
ranean, in Germany, as well as on the French 
Coasts and Shores, her Arms maintain¬ 
ed their ascendancy. Mezerai, or Voltaire, 
might have expatiated with exultation and 
pleasure, on the events of Minorca, of Ticon- 
derago, of Brad dock’s Defeat in Carolina, of 
Closter-seven, of St. Cas, and of Rochfort; 
as, on the other hand, assuredly neither 
Hume nor Smollet could have derived from 
the narration of those unfortunate or disgrace¬ 
ful Transactions, any subject of Triumph. 
That Louis, no less than his People, sunk 
under the energies of the first Mr. Pitt, be¬ 
tween 1759 and 1762, must be admitted: 
but, all the atchievements of that great Mi¬ 
nister, in both Hemispheres, on the land and 
on the water, from the Philippines to Cuba, 
and from Cape Breton to Senegal, were sa¬ 
crificed at the peace of Fontainbleau. We 
seemed to have humbled the two Branches 
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of the House of Bourbon, only to re-con¬ 
struct their fallen power: restoring all that 
we ought in wisdom to have retained: and 
retaining or acquiring all that in policy we 
should have surrendered to France and Spain. 
Witness Canada and Florida, which we pre-^ 
served! Witness the Havanna, Martinique, 
Guadaloupe, and so many other Islands or 
Settlements which we ceded; not to include 
in the list, Manilla, a capture unknown to 
the British Ministry who signed the Treaty, 
and of which the ransom has never been 
paid, down to the present moment! Even 
the popularity of George the Third, sustained 
by the most irreproachable and exemplary 
display of private virtues, could not stand the 
shock of such a Peace; which covered him 
with nearly as much Obloquy, as that of 
Utrecht had inflicted on Queen Anne. 

France, from 1763 to 1770, repaired her 
losses; and while her Councils were guided 
by the vigorous, as well as enterprizing Mind 
of Choiseul, Louis the Fifteenth, however 
vanquished he might have been in the pre¬ 
ceding contest, re-appeared with at least as 
much Dignity on the Theatre of Europe, as 
Louis the Fourteenth had done after the War 
of the Succession. Choiseul, secure on the 
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side of Flanders and of Germany, by the Al¬ 
liance subsisting with the House of Austria 
since 1756, extended succours to the Polish 
Insurgents, against Catherine the Second; 
laid the foundations of the Swedish Revolu¬ 
tion, which Was effected by Gustav us the 
Third in 1772; and reduced to the Obedience 
of his Master, the Island of Corsica, nearly 
about the time when that Country gave Birth 
to a Man, whose relentless and insatiable 
Ambition or Vengeance, have equally laid 
waste the Territory of France, and polluted 
by his Crimes, or converted into a Desert, the 
most flourishing Kingdoms of the Continent. 
The universal abhorrence excited by his 
Atrocities, renders it unnecessary to name a 
Monster, whose very existence, and still 
more, whose favoured place of retreat, an 
Island situate on the delicious shore of Tus¬ 
cany, midway between Leghorn and Toulon, 
surrounded by the Splendor of a Prince, 
seem to reproach the justice, no less than the 
policy, of the European Powers,* 


* The Events which have taken Place since the Autumn 
of 1814, when these Remarks were made on the Selection 
of the Isle of Elba for Bonaparte’s Residence, have too well 
proved'their Solidity. 
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Louis the Fifteenth, like his Predecessor, 
survived his only Son ; justifying the Roman 
Poet’s remark on the evils that accompany 
and characterize longevity, when he says,— 

“ Haec data Poena diu viventibus, ut renovata 
Semper clade Domus, multis in luctibus, inque 
Perpetuo Moerore, et nigra veste senescant.” 

The Dauphin Louis died at Fontainbleau, 
towards the end of 1765, at the age of about 
thirty-six. Whether we consider his Death 
abstractedly, with reference to his Character 
and mental qualities; or whether we try it 
by the calamitous reign of his son, which 
may be said, without a Metaphor, to have 
brought France to the Block; we must be 
compelled to regard the Dauphin’s prema¬ 
ture End, as one of tlie most unfortunate 
events which could have taken place for the 
French Monarchy, and for the House of 
Bourbon, It was produced, as I have been 
assured by persons who had frequent access 
to him, and who enjoyed a distinguished 
place in his confidence; from the effect df 
Medicines which he took, in order to repel 
or to disperse an eruption that appeared 
near his Mouth. He was supposed to haye 
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caught the Disorder from his wife the Dau- 
phiness, a Princess of Saxony, daughter of 
Augustus the Third, King of Poland, who 
had a violent scorbutic humour in her Blood. 
Malignity proceeded so far, as even to accuse 
the King his Father of having caused the 
Dauphin’s death, by administering to him 
slow poison; a circumstance principally 
founded on the state of extenuation and lan¬ 
guor to which he was reduced, during the 
long malady that brought him to the Grave; 
but, for which atrocious imputation, not the 
slightest foundation existed in truth. 

Louis the Fifteenth, though naturally in¬ 
dolent, as well as afterwards dissolute; and 
though he became, like Tiberius, profligate 
towards the close of his life; manifested no 
cruelty, nor systematic atrocity of character. 
He neither resembled Louis the Eleventh, 
nor Bonaparte. His Son possessed firmness 
of mind, and a solid understanding, culti¬ 
vated by polite letters; For the society of 
Men distinguished by Talents of any kind, 
the Dauphin displayed as strong a partiality, 
as the King betrayed a Disinclination, 
throughout his whole reign. Devout, and 
in some degree tinctured with Bigotry, he 



106 


HISTORICAL 


nevertheless sought occasions of conversing 
with individuals, known to have embraced 
ideas adverse to the Catholic Faith, as well 
as subversive of revealed Religion. With 
David Hume, then Secretary to the English 
Embassy at Paris, and at the summit of his 
literary reputation; or as the “ Heroic Epis¬ 
tle” says, “ drunk with Gallic Wine, and 
“ Gallic Praise;” the Dauphin, not a great 
while before his decease, held a long conver¬ 
sation, principally turning on points connect¬ 
ed with philosophical Disquisition. When 
Hume was presented to him,, “ I know,” 
said he, “ that you hold very free opinions 
“on matters connected with Revelation; 
“ but. my principles are fixed, and therefore 
“ speak out to me; for otherwise I should 
“ only be conversing with a man in a Mask.” 
He was the third Dauphin in hereditary de¬ 
scent, who had attained to manhood without 
ascending the French Throne, within the 
short space of fifty-four years. His Death 
was followed, at no long interval of time, by 
that of the Dauphiness his widow, and the 
Queen his mother; leaving Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth at nearly sixty, surrounded by his 
Daughters, and his Grandchildren. 
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Unquestionably, the four last years of his 
reign were passed in a manner worthy of Sar- 
danapalus; oblivious of his public Duties, 
insensible to national Glory, and lost to every 
sentiment of private Virtue, or even of De¬ 
corum. From the instant that, dismissing 
Choiseul from his Councils, and rejecting 
the favorable opportunity offered him by the 
dispute which arose between England and 
Spain, relative to the Falkland Islands, for 
recovering the Honor, as well as the Terri¬ 
tories, lost by France during the preceding 
War; he abandoned himself to pleasures no 
longer suited to his age;—from that moment, 
he became an object of Contempt and Op¬ 
probrium to his own Subjects. Unfortunate¬ 
ly for his Fame, he has been principally tried 
and estimated by this inglorious portion of 
his life. Vet, even while the Dukes of Ai- 
guillon and of Richlieu directed public 
Affairs, while the Great Seal of France was 
entrusted to Maupeou, while the Finances 
were abandoned to the Abb6 Terray, and 
while a Woman of the most libertine descrip¬ 
tion, Madame du Barry, presided over his 
looser Hours; he at least exerted some proofs 
of vigor in his treatment of the Parliaments 
of his Kingdom, whom he controled and 
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banished: unlike his yielding Successor, who 
suffered himself to be overwhelmed under 
the progressive effects of popular Innovation. 

When we compare the concluding years 
of Louis the Fourteenth’s reign, from 1712, 
to 1715, with the termination of his great 
Grandson’s life, from 1770 to 1774; we shall 
see that the Court was alike, in both in¬ 
stances, completely under female control. 
It would indeed be as unjust to place Ma¬ 
dame du Barry in competition with Madame 
de Maintenon; as to elevate Thais or Cam- 
paspe, to a level with Aspasia, or with Livia. 
Yet did the Palace and Court of the former 
Prince, exhibit as degrading a scene of min¬ 
gled Hypocrisy, Bigotry, and Superstition; 
as Versailles displayed a spectacle of De¬ 
bauch and licentious Pleasure, under the 
latter Sovereign. If it were permitted to 
cite as authority for this assertion, the 
“ Pucelle ” of Voltaire ; a Poem no less cap¬ 
tivating from its wit, than dangerous from its 
spirit and tendency; but, the historical Por¬ 
traits scattered throughout which produc¬ 
tion, are sketched with admirable ability, by 
a master hand; we might there behold the 
ignominious figure which “ the Phoenix of 
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the Bourbons” presented in the evening of 
his life, surrounded by Devotees, Priests, 
and Monks, 

“ Hercule en Froc, et Priape en Soutane.” 

Louis the Fifteenth, during his last years, 
excites nevertheless more disgust than his 
Predecessor, because it is unqualified by 
any sentiment of pity, or of respect. His 
Death, which took place under these circum¬ 
stances, was hailed by the French, as the 
iEra of their liberation from a yoke equally 
disgraceful and severe: while the new Reign 
awakened in a Nation characterized by its 
superficial or sanguine frame of mind, the 
most extravagant visions of future felicity. 
We may however safely assume that Louis 
the Fifteenth, who had refused to join Charles 
the Third of Spain in 1770, when every cir¬ 
cumstance invited him to a rupture with 
England; and who was known to have taken 
an unalterable determination of terminating 
his life in peace;—we may be assured that 
such a Prince, at sixty-eight or seventy, 
would not have sent . La Fayette and Ro- 
chambeau across the Atlantic, there to im¬ 
bibe the principles of Rebellion and Re- 
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publicanism, with which they returned to 
inoculate France, and to subvert the Throne. 
Louis the Sixteenth, only four years after 
his Accession, in 1778, embraced, though 
against his own judgment, this pernicious 
and improvident measure, from which, in an 
eminent degree, flowed the destruction of his 
House. So true is it, that— 

“ Evertere Domos totas, optantibus ipsis, 

Di faciles.” 

We cannot reflect without some surprise, 
that Louis the Fifteenth manifested more at¬ 
tention during his last illness, to the well¬ 
being and support of Madame du Barry, his 
Mistress, after his decease; than his Prede¬ 
cessor displayed for Madame de Maintenon, 
to whom he had been united near thirty 
years, by the legitimate ties of Marriage. 
Scarron’s Widow possessed nothing as her 
own individual property, on the first of Sep¬ 
tember, 1715, when Louis the Fourteenth 
breathed his last, except the Estate of Main- 
tenon, in the Vicinity of Paris, which she had 
purchased; and a Pension from the Crown, 
of two thousand Louis d’Ors a year: while 
the former, besides the immense pecuniary 
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gratifications which she had received from 
her Royal Lover during the period of her 
favor, was presented by him with the beau¬ 
tiful Chateau and Estate of Lusienne, situate 
near Marly. Yet Louis the Fourteenth, be¬ 
fore he expired, contented himself with only 
recommending his future widow, to the pro¬ 
tection of the Duke of Orleans. His Suc¬ 
cessor, on the contrary, at an early period 
of his disorder, after expressing the utmost 
anxiety respecting his Mistress, delivered into 
the Duke d’Aiguillon’s hands, confidentially 
for her use in the event of his own Decease, 
a Port-Folio containing in Notes, the sum of 
three Millions of Livres, or about one hun¬ 
dred and twenty thousand Pounds Sterling. 
The Duke, with the true Spirit of a Courtier, 
carried this Deposit, to the new King. 

At sixty-four, Louis the Fifteenth died of 
the small-pox, at Versailles; as his Grand¬ 
father, the Dauphin, only Son of Louis the 
Fourteenth, was carried off at the Palace 
of Meudon, by the same Malady, in 1711. 
While any reasonable expectations of his re¬ 
covery were entertained, Madame du Barry 
continued her attendance about his person ; 
every idea of the nature of his Disease, being 
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studiously concealed from him: nor was he 
permitted to regard himself in a looking- 
Glass, lest he should discover the change 
effected in his countenance, by the Pustules 
which covered his face. The Duke de Rich- 
lieu even kept guard at the Door of his Bed¬ 
chamber, to prevent the intrusion of any 
Priest or Ecclesiastic who might procure ad¬ 
mission, and by warning him of his danger, 
awaken his apprehensions of Eternity. But, 
no sooner was his alarming situation under¬ 
stood, and the apparent improbability of his 
surviving the attack of so malignant a Dis¬ 
temper, became disseminated abroad; than 
Madame Louisa of France, the King’s young¬ 
est daughter, who had taken the Veil as a 
Carmelite Nun, quitting the Convent of which 
she was Prioress at St. Denis, repaired to 
Versailles. With irresistible importunity she 
demanded admittance to her Father, whom 
she admonished of his perilous state, and 
impending Dissolution: he was already sink¬ 
ing under the ravages of the Disease, which 
left no hope of his surmounting its violence. 
Madame du Barry had been sent away some 
Days before, to Lusienne. The King ex¬ 
pired in a narrow white Bed, placed be¬ 
tween two windows of his Apartment, which 
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were constantly kept open on account of the 
heat of the Weather, though the Season of 
the year was by no means advanced, it being 
only the 10th day of May, 1774. These par¬ 
ticulars have all been related to me’ not long 
after they took place, by a Gentleman, one 
of his Pages, who attended him throughout 
the whole course of his Disorder. 

It is obvious, after a Consideration of these 
Pacts, that the successor of Louis the Fif 
teenth must have ascended the Throne under 
the most favourable Auspices. To the ma¬ 
jesty of the first European Crown, he added 
the brilliancy of opening Life, not having 
yet completed his twentieth year. But, 
though young, Louis possessed neither the 
Graces, the activity, nor the elasticity of 
mind, usually characteristic of Youth. Hea¬ 
vy, inert, inclined to Corpulency* and des¬ 
titute of all aptitude for any exercises of the 
body, except Hunting; he seemed, like James 
the First, of England, unfit for appearing in 
the Field. His manners were shy; a na¬ 
tural result of his neglected Education; 
which made Madame du Barry commonly 
call him, during his Grandfather’s life, “ Le 
gros Gargon , malklevb” Yet never did any 

VOL. i. i 
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Prince manifest more rectitude of intention, 
greater probity, or a warmer desire to ad¬ 
vance the felicity of his people. Nor was 
his Understanding by any means inadequate 
to fulfilling those beneficent designs. He 
even endeavoured, at an early period of his 
reign, to repair the want of preceding In¬ 
struction, by intense private application. 
For. Geography, he displayed an uncommon 
passion; and it is well known, that.none of 
his Ministers equalled him in that branch of 
Knowledge. Before 1778, when the French 
Cabinet embraced the injudicious determi¬ 
nation of aiding the Americans, by sending 
out D’Estaign with a Fleet to their support; 
the King had rendered himself so perfect a 
master of the Topography of the Trans-at- 
lantic Continent, that from the River St. 
Laurence, to the Southern extremity of Flo¬ 
rida, not a head-land, a Bay, a River, or 
almost an Inlet, were unknown to him. 
Warmly, attached to the Queen his wife, and 
indisposed to Connexions of Gallantry, his 
nuptial fidelity could admit of no dispute; 
and in all the relations of domestic life, he 
might be esteemed not only blameless, but 
meritorious. George the Third could hardly 
lay claim to higher moral esteem and appro¬ 
bation, in his private Character. 
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impressed with deep sentiments of filial 
piety, and of respeGt for the memory, as well 
as for the precepts or advice, of his Father 
the Dauphin; he selected his Ministers in 
compliance with that Prince’s written instruc¬ 
tions, which he had carefully preserved, and 
religiously obeyed. Those instructions im¬ 
pelled him to place the Count de Maurepas at 
the head of the new Administration, though 
that Nobleman had then attained a very ad¬ 
vanced period of life. He was indeed as old 
as the Cardinal de Fleury, when he assumed 
the management of Affairs, having attained 
his seventy-third year, in 1774; and having 
passed the preceding twenty-five years in 
exile, at Bourges, the obscure Capital of the 
central and secluded Province of Berri. It 
may however be justly questioned, whether 
in this choice, Louis the Sixteenth was fortu¬ 
nate. Maurepas, though a Man of superior 
talents, who preserved in age, all the freshness 
of his intellect; yet plunged his Country into 
the Alliance with America, which proved 
eventually, at no great distance of time, the 
leading source of all the Revolutionary Ca¬ 
lamities that have desolated France. In his 
selection of Vergennes for the foreign Depart¬ 
ment, the King apparently manifested more 
12 
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discernment. I was at Stockholm, in June, 
1774, when the Courier, who brought the in¬ 
telligence of Louis the Fifteenth’s Death, de¬ 
livered to Monsieur de Vergennes, then the 
French Embassador at the Court of Sweden, 
letters recalling him to Paris, in order to 
form a Member of the Cabinet. Happily for 
themselves, neither Maurepas nor Vergennes 
survived to witness the Commencement of 
the Revolution. 

If a combination of almost all those qua¬ 
lities or endowments, which in a private 
station, conciliate esteem and excite respect, 
could have secured to Louis the Sixteenth 
a tranquil reign, he might justly have pre¬ 
tended to that felicity. But, unfortunately, 
he wanted the bolder and more affirmative 
features of the mind, which confirm domi¬ 
nion, repress or extinguish innovation, re¬ 
tain the various classes of subjects in their 
respective Orbits, inspire becoming appre¬ 
hension, and preserve the Throne from in¬ 
sult or attack. These defects had not in¬ 
deed become apparent to the Nation at large, 
as early, as 1776; but they were not the less 
obvious to such Individuals as had access 
to his Person and Court. Perhaps, had he 
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succeeded in more tranquil Times, or if he 
had been the immediate successor of Louis 
the Fourteenth ; under whom, although the 
Monarchy was convulsed, and had, been al¬ 
most overturned by foreign Enemies towards 
the Conclusion of that Reign, yet the Monar¬ 
chical principle and power remained firmly 
rooted in public opinion; he might have 
maintained himself in his elevation. JBut, 
even before the commencement of the Ame¬ 
rican War, Voltaire, Rousseau, and their Dis¬ 
ciples, had undermined both the foundations 
of the Throne and of the Altar, by inculcat¬ 
ing philosophical Principles; which, however 
fascinating in appearance, were calculated in 
their results, to propel the inferior ranks upon 
the upper Orders of Society. A spirit of dis¬ 
quisition, of discontent, of complaint, and of 
reform, which pervaded not only the mass of 
the French Population, but, which had in¬ 
fected even the Army, the Navy, and how¬ 
ever strange it may seem, the Church itself; 
menaced the most alarming Consequences. 
Henry the Fourth and Sully would have 
anticipated and suppressed it in the Birth. 
Louis the Thirteenth and Richlieu would 
have combated and vanquished it in the 
Field. Louis the Fourteenth and Louvois. 
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would have either dispersed, or have over¬ 
awed and intimidated it, by Measures of 
Vigor. Even the Regent Duke, Fleury, or 
Choiseul, would not have supinely allowed 
it to mature its destructive powers, till it 
burst into a Conflagration. 

If ever France stood in need of a strong, 
and even a severe Ruler, it was at the death 
of Louis the Fifteenth; when the person of 
the Prince, and the Throne itself, were alike, 
although from different causes, fallen into 
universal Contempt. A Sovereign of energy; 
who had possessed military talents, and who 
instead of breaking the Household Troops, 
disarming the royal Authority, and then 
imprudently convoking the States General; 
would have mounted on horseback, placed 
a strong Garrison in the Bastile, arrested the 
first instigators to Sedition, sent the Duke of 
Orleans to the Castle of Vincennes, and put 
himself at the head of his Army in the last 
resort, against his rebellious Subjects;—such 
a King might have defied the Revolution. 
But, Louis the Sixteenth laboured under a 
double inaptitude, moral and physical He 
was the only Monarch since Philip of Va¬ 
lois, if not the single instance that occurs. 
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since Hugh Capet, the Founder of the third 
Dynasty, who never had, on any occasion, ap¬ 
peared in person among his soldiers. Louis 
the Fifteenth, and his Son the Dauphin, 
though Neither of them were distinguished 
by martial ardor, yet assisted in the field, 
made a nominal Campaign in the Nether¬ 
lands ; and were stationed by Marshal Saxe 
in such a manner, at the Battle of Fohtenoy, 
as at least to be spectators of, if not partici¬ 
pators in, the Victory gained on that memor¬ 
able Day. Their ill-fated Descendant could 
never be propelled info such exertions, and 
he even betrayed a dislike towards shewing 
hinaself at the peaceful Ceremony of a Re¬ 
view. 

His personal Courage itself, whatever flat¬ 
tery may assert, or candour may suggest, 
was problematical. That he displayed pre¬ 
sence of mind, Calmness, and contempt of 
Death, when surrounded by a furious popu¬ 
lace, in October, 1789, at Versailles, and 
in June, 1792, at the Tuilleries, cannot be 
disputed. But, on the Scatfold, in January, 
1793, for the performance of which last act 
he must nevertheless have been prepared, by 
all the aids of Reflection, and all the supports 
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of Religion; he did not comport himself with 
the serenity and self-possession that characr 
terized Charles the First, and Mary, Queen 
of Scots, when laying down their Heads on 
the Block. It must however be admitted 
on the other hand, that the Guillotine, which 
was only an atrocious revolutionary Engine, 
invented, not so much to abbreviate the suf¬ 
ferings of the condemned individual, as to 
facilitate the despatch of a number of victims 
with certainty, in a shorter space of time; 
bereaved Heath of all its grace and dignity. 
I have likewise seen and read very strong 
attestations to the firmness, displayed by the 
King of France in his last Moments. On the 
26th of January, 1793, the day on which the 
official account of his Execution arrived in 
London; being alone with the Duke of Dor¬ 
set, who was then Lord Steward, at St. 
James’s Palace, he received a note, which he 
immediately shewed me, arid which I copied, 
on the spot. It contained these words- 

<e Paris, 21st January, 12 o’Clock. 
u The unfortunate Louis is no more. He suf¬ 
fered Death this Morning, at ten o’Clock, with the 
most heroic Courage.” 

“ To the Duke of Dorset.” 
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The note had no signature, but the Duke 
told me, that he knew both the hand-writing 
and the writer. Yet I have been assured that 
Louis attempted to resist or impede the Exe¬ 
cutioners ; who, impatient for obvious Rea¬ 
sons, to finish the performance, used a degree 
of violence, threw him down forcibly on the 
plank, in which act his face was torn, and 
finally thrust him under the Guillotine. 
The Hope and Expectation of a Rescue, 
which he unquestionably nourished down to 
the last Moment, might, I am well aware, 
explain the King’s motive for protracting 
the Time, without impeaching his Courage; 
and might throw an Air of Irresolution over 
his Deportment. But, his Queen and his 
Sister displayed more Decision. Marie 
Antoinette, and Madame' Elizabeth, each, 
exhibited in turn, one, the Heroism of an 
elevated mind, superior to Death; the other, 
the calm resignation of a Saint and a Martyr, 
under the same Circumstances. Even the 
Duke of Orleans himself, covered as he was 
with Crimes and Turpitudes, yet derived 
from Despair a species of affirmative Courage, 
hurried to the place of Execution, ascended 
the Scaffold with Rapidity, and rushed upon 
his fate. 
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In the Summer of 1776, when I quitted 
France, Marie Antoinette may be said to 
have reached the summit of her Beauty, and 
of her popularity. Her favor with the 
Nation at large, declined from the period 
of her Brother the Emperor Joseph the 
Second’s visit to Paris, in 1777 ; after which 
interview between them, her enemies, with 
equal falsity and malignity, accused her of sa¬ 
crificing both the treasures and the interests 
of the French Monarchy, to her Austrian 
connexions. Her personal charms, which 
Burke has overrated, consisted more in her 
elevated manner, lofty demeanour, and Graces 
of deportment, all which announced a Queen, 
than in her features or Countenance, Which 
wanted softness and regularity. She had be¬ 
sides weak, or rather, inflamed Eyes; but, het 
Complexion, which was dazzling, aided by 
youth, and all the Decorations of Dress, in 
which Ornaments she displayed great Taste, 
imposed on the beholder. In the national 
estimation, her greatest defect at this period 
of life, consisted in her Sterility; she having 
been married full six years, without giving 
any apparent prospect of issue. But, Anne 
of Austria had remained’ nearly two and 
twenty years under the same reproach, be- 
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fore she brought into the world Louis the 
Fourteenth. The Count de Provence was 
likewise destitute of any Children, though as 
early as 1771 he had espoused a Daughter 
of the King of Sardinia; while the Courit 
d’Artois, youngest of the three Brothers, 
married to another Princess of Savoy, was 
already become a father. His son, born hi 
1775, had been created Duke d’Angouleme. 
Both the King and the Count de Provence 
were then generally regarded, in different 
ways, as equally inapt for the purposes of 
Marriage. It had nevertheless been ascer¬ 
tained, that Louis the Sixteenth laboured 
under no impediment for perpetuating liis 
race, except a slight defect ill his physical 
Organization, easily susceptible of relief by 
a surgical Operation; but, to undergo which, 
he for a long time manifested great repug¬ 
nance. The importance of the case, and the 
pressing instances which were made to him, 
having at length however surmounted his 
scruples, he submitted to it; and the Queen 
lay in of a Daughter in December, 1778; 
whose unmerited sufferings, filial Piety, and 
heroic virtues, have justly endeared her to 
all Europe. But, Marie Antoinette did not 
till several years later, produce a Dauphin. 
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Of the three Royal Brothers, the Count 
d’Artois had been cast by Nature, in the most 
graceful Mould. All the Dignity of Louis 
the Fourteenth, had exclusively descended to 
him. His elder Brother, the Count de Pro¬ 
vence, who resembled the King in his person, 
was less known to the Nation, in 1776, than 
either of the others. Moderate in his charac¬ 
ter, and of retired habits; possessing a strong 
mind, and a highly cultivated understanding, 
but, destitute of brilliant or of dangerous ta¬ 
lents, he approved himself on all occasions, 
the most submissive of subjects. Both the 
younger Princes resided constantly at Ver¬ 
sailles, in a part of the Royal Palace; accom¬ 
panied the King, whenever he repaired to 
Coinpiegne or toFontainbleau; commonly at¬ 
tended him at Mass, as well as to the Chace; 
and never absented themselves, even on an 
excursion to Paris, without his permission. 
Philip, Duke de Chartres, too well known 
to us by his vindictive and criminal political 
intrigues, which at a more recent period have 
conduced in so great a degree, to the subver¬ 
sion of the House of Bourbon; was already 
fallen, at the Time of which I speak, under 
the public condemnation or contempt. He 
had then been married several years, to the 



MEMOIRS. 


125 


sole Daughter and Heiress of the Duke de 
Penthievre, last male of the illegitimate De¬ 
scendants of Louis the Fourteenth; and the 
popular voice accused him of having plunged 
the Prince de Lamballe, his Brother-in-law, 
the Duke de Penthievre’s only Son, into the 
Debaucheries which terminated his life in 
the flower of his age. That young Prince 
espoused, at a very early period, one of 
the Princesses of Carignan, collaterally de¬ 
scended from the House of Savoy; whose 
tragical end in 1792, when she was massacred 
at the Prison of. La Force in Paris, forms a 
revolting feature of the great Act of Blood, 
denominated “ The French Revolution.” 

As the Prince de Lamballe left no issue, 
the Duke de Chartres was asserted to have 
accelerated, or rather to have produced his 
Death, from the sordid, as well as detestable 
motive, of inheriting, in right of his Consort, 
the vast Estates of Penthi6vre. However 
destitute of proof, and perhaps even of just 
foundation, may have been this imputation ; 
yet the character and notorious profligacy 
of the Duke, obtained for it universal Belief. 
Affecting to emulate the Regent Duke of 
Orleans, his great Grandfather’s Example, 
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whose Portrait was always suspended close 
to his Bed; he only imitated that Prince in 
the licentious depravity of his Manners, and 
the abandoned nature of his Amours. The 
Regent, whether in Italy, where he was 
wounded in 1706, fighting desperately in 
the Trenches before Turin; in Spain, where 
he commanded the French Armies with dis¬ 
tinguished lustre; or at home, while conduct 
ing the helm of Affairs, during the Minority 
of Louis the Fifteenth; whatever vices he dis¬ 
played, redeemed them in some measure by 
his valour, loyalty, and capacity. His dege¬ 
nerate Descendant incurred the abhorrence 
of all Europe, overturned the Throne of 
France, perished by the Guillotine, and may 
be esteemed the most atrocious, as well as 
flagitious individual who has arisen in mo¬ 
dern Ages, for the calamity of Mankind, with 
the single exception of Bonaparte. 

Returning to England, in the Summer of 
1776,1 went down soon afterwards on a visit 
to Lord Nugent, at Gosfield in Essex; a Seat 
which has since, in the revolutionary events 
of the present Times, afforded a temporary 
Asylum to the august Representative of the 
Capetian Line, when expelled from a Coun- 
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try over which his Ancestors had reigned, 
in uninterrupted male Succession, for above 
eight hundred years! When I visited Gos- 
field, among the Guests who attracted most 
attention, might justly be reckoned the late 
Lor.d Temple, then far advanced in life, and 
very infirm. In his person .he was tall and 
large, though not inclined to corpulency* 
A Disorder, the seat of which lay in his ribs, 
bending him almost double, compelled him, 
in walking, to make use of a sort of Crutch : 
but his Mind seemed exempt from any decay. 
His Conversation was animated, brilliant, 
and full of entertainment. 'Notwithstanding 
the nick name of “ Squire Gawkey,” which 
he had obtained in the satirical, or party 
productions of those Times, and which, we 
may presume, was not given him without 
good reason; he had nevertheless the air and 
appearance of a man of high Condition, when 
he appeared with the Insignia and Decora¬ 
tions of the Garter , seated at Table. It is 
well known that George the Second, who, 
though he generally yielded to Ministerial 
violence or importunity, yet manifested often 
great reluctance and even ill humor, in his 
manner of compliance on these occasions, 
strongly disliked Lord Temple. Being how- 
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ever compelled, in consequence of political 
arrangements very repugnant to his feelings, 
to invest that Nobleman with the Order of 
the Garter , the King took so little pains to 
conceal his aversion, both to the individual, 
and to the act; that instead of placing the 
Ribband decorously over the Shoulder of the 
new Knight, His Majesty, averting his Head, 
and muttering indistinctly, some expressions 
of dissatisfaction, threw it across him, and 
turned his Back at the same instant, in the 
rudest manner. 

George the Third, on such occasions, pos¬ 
sessed or exerted more restraint over his pas¬ 
sions, than did his Grandfather. Yet even 
He did not always execute the commands of 
his Minister, where they were disagreeable 
or revolting to him, without displaying some 
reluctance. I have been assured from high 
contemporary Authority, that at the Cere¬ 
mony of investing the present Marquis Cam¬ 
den with the Order of the Garter , after his 
Return from Ireland, where he had been 
Lord Lieutenant; His Majesty, who felt not 
a little unwilling to confer it on him, betrayed 
a considerable degree of ill humor in his 
countenance and manner. However, as he 
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knew that it must be performed, Mr. Pitt 
having pertinaciously insisted on it; the King 
took the Ribband in his hand, and turning to 
an Individual present, before the New Knight 
approached,. asked of him, if he knew Lord 
Camden’s Christian Name. The Person thus 
addressed, after inquiring, informed him that 
it was John Jeffreys. “ What! what!” re¬ 
plied the King; “ John Jeffreys! the first 
“ Knight of the Garter , I believe, that ever 
“ was called John Jeffreys.” The Aversion 
of George the Second towards Lord Temple, 
originated partly in personal, but, more from 
political motives or feelings. His present 
Majesty’s disinclination to confer the Garter 
on Lord Camden, probably arose merely 
from considering his Descent, though most 
honorable and respectable, as not sufficiently 
illustrious. But, the great talents and qua¬ 
lities of the first Earl, had diffused a lustre 
over the name of Pratt. In the Eye of 
Reason and of true Philosophy, such a Fa¬ 
ther conferred more Dignity on his Issue, 
than if they had derived their origin from 
Nell Gwynri, or from Mademoiselle de la 
Querouaille, or from Barbara Villiers, Du¬ 
chess of Cleveland, by a Prince like Charles 
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the Second. We may exclaim with Pope 
on the Occasion, 

{f What, tho’ thy ancient, but ignoble Blood, 

Has crept thro’ Scoundrels ever since the Flood 1” 

Yet might the Sovereign, when conferring 
the Garter , justly consider the Pretensions, 
of a Duke .of St. Albans, as higher than those 
of Earl Camden; although the latter was 
the Heir and Representative of a Man, who 
united in his legal and public Character, 
some of the most shining Qualities that can 
elevate or adorn human Nature. To these 
endowments of the Father, the Son originally 
owed the Dignity of the Peerage, which de¬ 
volved on him. To Mr. Pitt’s friendship he 
was subsequently indebted for the distinction- 
of the Garter. 

Lord Nugent was created an Irish Earl 
during, the time that I was at Gosfield, having 
antecedently been raised to the title of Vis¬ 
count Clare. He formed a striking Contrast to 
Lord Temple, in his Manners and Address. 
Of an athletic frame, and a vigorous Consti¬ 
tution, though very far advanced in years, he 
was exempt from infirmity; possessing a 
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Stentorian voice, with great animal spirits, 
arid vast powers of Conversation. He was in¬ 
deed a man of very considerable natural abi¬ 
lities, though not of a very cultivated mind. 
His talents seemed more adapted to active, 
than to speculative life; to the Drawing 
Room, or the House of Commons, than to the 
Closet. Having sat in many Parliaments, he 
spoke fluently, as well as with energy and 
force; was accounted a good Debater, and 
possessed a species of Eloquence, altogether 
unembarrassed by any false modesty or timi¬ 
dity. . In the progress of a long life, he had 
raised hiriiself from a private Gentleman, of 
an ancient family in Ireland, and a considera¬ 
ble patrimonial fortune, to an Irish Earldom; 
which Dignity, together with his name, he 
procured to devolve on the late; Marquis of 
Buckingham, then Mr. Grenville, who had 
married his only daughter. They were both 
likewise at Gosfield, during the time of which 
I speak; and Lord Nugent having gone up to 
town, for the purpose of kissing the King’s 
Hand, upon his new Creation, returned from 
thence on the following day, as we were seat¬ 
ed at Table, after Dinner. The object of his 
visit to St. James’s, was well known by every 
one present; but he immediately announced 
k 2 
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it, as soon as he had taken his place, by fill¬ 
ing out a glass of Wine, and toasting his 
Daughter’s health, as Lady Mary Grenville. 

Lord Nugent, when young, had occupied 
a distinguished place in the favor of Frederic, 
Prince of Wales’; and was more than once 
destined to have filled an Office in some of 
those imaginary Administrations, commemo¬ 
rated by Dodington, which were perpetually 
fabricated at Leicester House, during the 
long interval of near fourteen years that 
elapsed between the accession of George the 
Second, and His Royal Highness’s decease 
in 1751. The Prince died considerably in 
his debt; nor was the Sum so due, ever li¬ 
quidated, unless we consider the Offices and 
Dignities conferred on Lord Nugent by 
George the Third, at different periods of his 
reign, as having been in the nature of a re¬ 
tribution for loans made to his father. In 
return for these marks of royal favor, he pre¬ 
sented Verses to the Queen, accompanying a 
piece of Irish Stuff, which Her Majesty gra¬ 
ciously accepted. Both the Poetry, and the 
Manufacture, were satirically said to be Irish 
Stuff. They began, if I recollect right, 
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“ Could poor, Ierne gifts afford, 

Worthy the Mistress of her Lord, 

Of sculptur’d Gold, a costly frame, 

Just emblem of her worth should flame.” 

But Lord Nugent’s Muse will never rank 
him with Prior , nor even with Lyttelton and 
Chesterfield. He was a better Courtier, than 
a Poet; and he had always been distinguished 
by the other Sex. Glover , when speaking of 
him, says, “Nugent, a jovial and voluptuous 
Irishman, who had left Popery, for the Pro¬ 
testant religion, money, and widows.” His 
first Wife, Lady Amelia Plunket, daughter of 
the Earl of Fingal, brought him only one Son, 
Colonel Nugent, who died, many years before 
his father. Mrs. Knight, Sister and Heiress 
of the celebrated Craggs, Secretary of State 
under George the Firstj buried in Westmin¬ 
ster Abbey; (and who is immortalized by 
Pope’s Epitaph on him, more perhaps than 
by his talents, or his actions;) was Lord Nu¬ 
gent’s second Wife. She brought him nei¬ 
ther felicity nor issue; but she brought him 
the House and Estate at Gosfield, one of the 
finest Domains in Essex. To the Countess 
Dowager of Berkeley, he gave his hand a 
third time; though not under fortunate Aus¬ 
pices, nor in a happy Hour. The late Mar- 
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chioness of Buckingham was the only issue 
of this match, recognized by Lord Nugent. 
But, his devotion to the Sex, which remain¬ 
ed proof to all trials, animated him even to 
the close of life. Lord Temple and He, both, 
composed Verses, after this time, addressed 
to the same Object. I believe it 'was in the 
month of August, 1776,- that these aged 
Peers presented some Couplets of their re¬ 
spective compositions, to the late Duchess 
of Gordon, then in the Meridian of her 
Charms ; when Lord Temple having enter¬ 
tained Her and the Duke at Stow, lighted up 
the Grotto for her reception. Lord Nugent, 
tp a perfect knowledge of the World, joined 
a coarse and often licentious, but natural, 
strong, and ready Wit, which no place, nor 
company, prevented him from indulging; and 
the effect of which was augmented by an 
Irish Accent that never forsook him. It is 
well known, that when a Bill was introduced 
into the House of Commons, for better 
watching the Metropolis; in order to con¬ 
tribute towards effecting which object, one 
of the Clauses went to propose, that Watch¬ 
men should be compelled to sleep during the 
day-time; Lord Nugent, with admirable hu¬ 
mor, got up, and desired that “ he might 
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be personally included in the provisions of 
the Bill, being frequently so tormented with 
the Gout, as to be unable to sleep either by 
day, or by night.” 

While I am on this subject, I cannot resist 
relating a frolick, which rendered Lord Nu¬ 
gent, or rather Mr. Nugent, he being then 
a Commoner, not a little distinguished, to¬ 
wards the end of George the Second’s reign. 
George, Earl of Bristol, eldest of the three 
Sons of the famous Lord Hervey, whom Pope 
has, very unjustly, transmitted to Posterity, 
as “ Lord Fanny,” and as “ Sporus;” like his 
father, inclined to a degree of effeminacy in his 
person, manners, and dress. .Probably, these 
characteristics of deportment, while they 
exposed him to some animadversion or ridi¬ 
cule, led to a supposition that they were con¬ 
nected with want of spirit; and that he would 
not promptly resent insult. Certain it is that 
Mr. Nugent, then a man of consideration, 
fortune, aiid fashion, living in the highest com¬ 
pany of the Metropolis; being One Evening 
at Lord Temple’s House in Pall-Mall, where 
a splendid Assembly of both Sexes was col¬ 
lected; laid a singular Bet with Lord Tem¬ 
ple, that he would spit in the Earl of Bristol’s 
Hat. The wager was accepted, and Mr, Nu* 
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gent instantly set about its accomplishment. 
For this purpose, as he passed Lord Bristol, 
who stood in the door-way of one of the 
Apartments, very richly dressed, holding his 
Hat under his Arm, with the inside upper¬ 
most; Mr. Nugent, turning round as if to 
spit, and affecting not to perceive Lord Bris¬ 
tol, performed that act in his Hat. 

Pretending the utmost concern and dis¬ 
tress at the unintentional rudeness that he 
had committed, Mr. Nugent made a thousand 
Apologies to the Earl for his Indecorum, and 
entreated to be allowed to wipe off the affront 
with his pocket Handkerchief: but, Lord 
Bristol calmly taking out his own, used it for 
that purpose; besought Mr. Nugent not to 
be discomposed; assured him that he was not 
discomposed himself; wiped the inside of his 
Hat; and then replacing it as before, under 
his Arm, asked Mr. Nugent whether he had 
any farther occasion for it in the same way ? 
Having so done, the Earl, without changing 
a. muscle of his Countenance, or manifesting 
any irritation, quitted the place where he 
stood; sat down to play.with the party he 
usually made at Cards, finished his two or 
three Rubbers, and returned home. Mr. 
Nugent, after triumphantly winning his Bet, 
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considered the matter as terminated ; but in 
this supposition he counted without his host. 
Early on the following Morning, before he 
was risen, he received a Note, similar in its na¬ 
ture and contents to that which Gil Bias tells 
us he delivered to his Master, Don Mathias 
de. Sylva; but, with the summons contained 
in which, Mr. Nugent did not manifest the 
same careless promptitude to comply, as the 
Spanish Grandee exhibited, in the Novel of 
Le Sage. The Note acquainted him, that 
Lord Bristol expected and demanded Satis¬ 
faction for the insult of the preceding night, 
without delay; naming time, as well as place. 
An instant answer was required. 

Mr. Nugent now perceived that he had 
involved himself in a very serious affair of 
Honor, where he had only meant to gratify 
a wanton moment of frolick. However per¬ 
sonally brave, he felt that the Exertion of his 
Courage, in order to cover or justify a pre¬ 
meditated insult, which no Sophistry could 
warrant or excuse, would only aggravate 
his offence. Under this impression, having 
determined therefore to make reparation, he 
wrote to Lord Bristol, offering every, possible 
Apology for the act committed; which, he 
admitted, would be inexcusable, if it had 
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been meant as an Affront. But, as the best 
extenuation of so gross a seeming violation 
of all Decorum, he added, that it did not 
arise from the most remote intention of in¬ 
sulting the Earl, the whole Matter having 
originated in a Bet. He concluded by pro¬ 
fessing his readiness to ask pardon in the 
most ample manner; requesting that the bu¬ 
siness might not produce any further cons&- 
quences. To this Application Lord Bristol 
replied, that though he was disposed readily 
to admit, and to accept, the proffered Repa¬ 
ration; yet, as the Affront had been com¬ 
mitted in public Company, so must the ex¬ 
acted Apology be made; and he named the 
Club-room at White’s, as the place where he 
would receive it from Mr. Nugent. Not, 
however, by any means, Lord Bristol added, 
from him only; for, as he now understood 
that the Act itself owed its rise to a wager, 
it became clear that there must be another 
person implicated in the Transaction. He 
insisted therefore on knowing the name of 
that individual, from whom, as a participator 
in the Frolick, he should equally exact an 
Apology; and declaring that on no other 
conditions would he relinquish his right to 
demand personal Satisfaction. In consei- 
quence of so peremptory a Requisition, Mr. 
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Nugent owned that Lord Temple was the 
person to whom he had alluded; and both 
the Gentlemen were finally, reduced to com¬ 
ply with the terms, by asking pardon in the 
Club-room at White’s. Lord Bristol then 
declared himself satisfied, and the Affair at 
an end. . 

The late Lord Sackville told me, that when 
young, he was well acquainted with Lord 
Mark Kerr; a Nobleman whose person 
being, like Lord Bristol’s, cast by Nature in 
a very delicate Mould, sometimes subjected 
him among strangers, to insults, from a sup¬ 
position that a man of so feminine a figure, 
would not be prone to resent an Affront. Jn 
this calculation they were however egre- 
giously deceived, he being a person of de¬ 
cided Courage. Shortly after the Battle of 
Dettingen, during the Summer of the year 
1743, the Earl of Stair, then commanding 
the British Forces in Germany, under George 
the Second, entertained at his Table several 
French Officers, who had been taken pri¬ 
soners in that Engagement. A numerous 
Company sat down to Dinner, in the Tent of 
the Commander-in-chief, among whom was 
Lord Mark; who being Son to the Marquis 
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of Lothian, and nearly related to Lord 
Stair, acted as one of his Aides du Camp. 
Lord Sackville was present on the occasion. 
A difference of opinion having arisen during 
the repast, on some point which was main¬ 
tained by one of the French Officers, with 
great pertinacity; Lord Mark Kerr, in a 
very gentle tone of voice, ventured to set 
him right on the matter of fact. But, the 
Frenchman, inconscious of his Quality, and 
perhaps thinking that a frame so delicate, 
did not enclose a high Spirit; contradicted 
him in the most gross terms, such as are 
neither used nor submitted to among Gen¬ 
tlemen. The circumstance took place so 
near to Lord Stair, as unavoidably to at¬ 
tract his attention. No notice whatever was 
taken of it at the time, and after Dinner the 
company adjourned to another Tent, where 
Coffee was served. Lord Mark coming in 
about a quarter of an Hour later than the 
others, Lord Stair no sooner observed him, 
than calling him aside, “ Nephew,” said he, 
“ I think it is impossible for you to pass 
“ by the affront that you received from the 
“ French Officer at my Table. You must 
“ demand Satisfaction, however much I re- 
“ gret the necessity' for it.” “ Oh, My 
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“ Lord,” answered Lord Mark, with his* 
characteristic Gentleness of Manner, “ you 1 
“ need not be under any uneasiness on that 
“subject. We have already fought. Iran 
“ him through the Body. He died on the 
“ spot, and they are at this moment about 
“ to bury him. I knew too well what I 
“ owed to myself, and I was too well con- 
“ vinced of your Lordship’s way of think- 
“ ing, to lose a moment in calling the Offi- 
“ cer to account.” 

I passed the ensuing Winter, of 1776-7, 
in London; a period which is now so distant, 
and the Manners, as well as the inhabitants 
of the Metropolis, have undergone since that 
Time, so total a Change, that they no longer 
preserve almost any similarity. The sinister 
events of the American War, had already 
begun to shed a degree of political gloom 
over the Capital and the Kingdom; but, this 
Cloud, dark as it was, bore no comparison 
with the terror and alarm that pervaded the 
firmest Minds in 1792, and 1793, after the 
first Explosion of the French Revolution, 
the Deposition of Louis the Sixteenth, and 
the commencement of the Continental War in 
Flanders. In 1777, we in fact only contended 
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for Empire and Dominion. No fears of sub¬ 
version, extinction, and subjugation to foreign 
violence, or to revolutionary arts, interrupted 
the general tranquillity of Society. It was 
subjected, indeed, to other Fetters, from which 
we have since emancipated ourselves; those 
of Dress, Etiquette, and Form. The lapse of 
two Centuries could scarcely have produced 
a greater alteration in these particulars, than 
have been made by about forty years. That 
Costume, which is now confined to the Le¬ 
vee, or the Drawing-room, was then worn 
by persons of Condition, with few exceptions, 
every where, and every day. Mr. Fox and 
his friends, wfyo might be said to dictate to 
the Town, affecting a style of neglect about 
their persons, and manifesting a contempt 
of all the usages hitherto established, first 
threw a sort of discredit on Dress. From 
the House of Commons, and the Clubs in St. 
James’s Street, the Contagion spread through 
the private Assemblies of London. But, 
though gradually undermined, and insensibly 
perishing of an Atrophy, Dress never totally 
fell, till the iEra of Jacobinism and of Equa¬ 
lity, in 1793, and 1794. It was then that 
Pantaloons, cropped Hair, and Shoe-strings, 
as well as the total abolition of Buckles 
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and Ruffles, together with the disuse of 
Hair-powder, characterized the men: while 
ladies, having cut off those Tresses, which 
had done so much execution; and one Lock of 
which purloined, gave.rise to the finest Mo¬ 
del of mock-heroic Poetry, which our own, 
or any other language can boast; exhibited 
Heads rounded “ a la Victime, et & la Guil¬ 
lotine ,” as if ready for the stroke of the Axe. 
A Drapery, more suited to the Climate of 
Greece or of Italy, than to tlie temperature 
of an Island situate in the fifty-first De¬ 
gree of Latitude; classic, elegant, luxurious, 
and picturesque, but, ill. calculated to protect 
against damp, cold, and fogs;,superseded the 
ancient female attire of Great Britain; finally 
levelling or obliterating almost all external 
distinction between the highest and the low¬ 
est of the Sex, in this Country. Perhaps, 
with all its incumbrances, penalties, and in¬ 
conveniences, . it will be found necessary, at 
some not very distant period, to revive, in a 
certain degree, the empire of Dress. 

At the time of which I speak, the “ Gens 
de Lettres or “ Blue Stockings,” as they 
were commonly denominated, formed a very 
numerous, powerful, compact Phalanx, in the 
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midst of London. Into this Society, the two 
Publications which I had recently given to 
the World; one, on the Northern Kingdoms 
of Europe; the other, on the History of 
France under the Race of Valois; however 
destitute of merit they might be, yet facili¬ 
tated and procured my admission. Mrs. 
Montague was then the Madame da Deffand 
of the English Capital; and her House con¬ 
stituted the central point of union, for all 
those persons who already were known, or 
who emulated to become. known, by their 
talents and productions. Her supremacy, 
unlike that of Madame du Deffand, was 
indeed, established on more solid founda¬ 
tions than those of intellect; and rested on 
more tangible materials, than any with 
which Shakespear himself could furnish her. 
Though she had not as yet begun to con¬ 
struct the splendid Mansion, in which she 
afterwards resided, near Portman Square, 
she lived in a very elegant house in Hill 
Street. Impressed probably, from the sug¬ 
gestions of her own knowledge of the World, 
with a deep conviction of that great Truth 
laid down by Moliere, which no Man of 
Letters ever disputed; that “ JLe vrai Am - 
phyttrion est celui chez qui Von dine;” Mrs. 
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Montague was accustomed to open her 
House to a large Company of both Sexes, 
whom she frequently entertained at Dinner. 
A service of plate, and a table plentifully 
covered, disposed her guests to / admire the 
Splendor of her Fortune, not less than the 
lustre of her Talents. She had found the 
same results flowing from the same causes, 
during the visit that she made to Paris, after 
the Peace of 1763; where she displayed to 
the astonished Literati of that Metropolis, 
the extent of her pecuniary, as well as of her 
hiental resources. As this topic formed one 
of the subjects most gratifying to her, she 
was easily induced to launch out on it, with 
much apparent Complacency. The Eulo- 
giums lavished on her Repasts, and the 
astonishment expressed at the magnitude 
of her Income, which appeared prodigious¬ 
ly augmented by being transformed from 
Pounds Sterling, into French Livres; seem¬ 
ed to have afforded her as much Gratifica¬ 
tion, as the Panegyrics bestowed upon the 
“ Essay on the Genius and Writings of 
“ Shakespear.” 

Mrs. Montague, in 1776, verged towards 
her sixtieth year; but her person, which was 
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thin, spare, and in good preservation, gave 
her an appearance of less antiquity. From 
the infirmities often attendant on advanced 
life, she seemed to be almost wholly exempt. 
All the lines of her Countenance bespoke in¬ 
telligence, and her Eyes were accommodated 
to her cast of features, which had in them 
something satirical and severe, rather than 
amiable or inviting. She possessed great na¬ 
tural cheerfulness, and a flow of animal spi¬ 
rits ; loved to talk, and talked well on almost 
every subject; led the Conversation, and was 
qualified to preside in her Circle, whatever 
subject of discourse was started: but her 
manner was more dictatorial and sententious, 
than conciliating or diffident. There was 
nothing feminine about her; and though her 
opinions were usually just, as well as deli¬ 
vered in language suited to give them force, 
yet the organ which conveyed them, was not 
soft or harmonious. Destitute of taste in 
disposing the ornaments of her Dress, she 
nevertheless studied or affected those aids, 
more than would seem to have become a 
woman professing a philosophic Mind, intent 
on higher pursuits than the Toilet. Even 
when approaching to fourscore, this female 
weakness still accompanied her; nor could 
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she relinquish her Diamond Necklace and 
Bows, which, like Sir William Draper’s 
“ blushing Ribfcand,” commemorated by “Ju¬ 
nius,” formed, of Evenings, the perpetual or¬ 
nament of her emaciated person. I used to 
think that these glittering appendages of 
Opulence, sometimes helped to dazzle the 
Disputants, whom her arguments might not 
always convince, or her literary reputation 
intimidate. That reputation had not as yet 
received the rude attack made on it by Dr. 
Johnson at a subsequent period, when he ap¬ 
pears to have treated with much irreverence, 
ber “ Essay on Shakespear,” if we may be¬ 
lieve his Biographer, Boswell. Notwithstand¬ 
ing the defects and weaknesses that I have 
enumerated, she possessed a masculine un¬ 
derstanding, enlightened, cultivated, and ex¬ 
panded by the acquaintance of Men, as well 
as of Books. Many of the most illustrious 
persons in rank, no less than in ability, un¬ 
der the reigns of George the Second and 
Third, had been her correspondents, friends, 
companions, and admirers. Pulteney, Earl 
of Bath, whose portrait hung over the Chim¬ 
ney piece in her Drawing room; and George, 
the first Lord Lyttelton, so eminent for his 
Genius, were among the number. She was 
l 2 
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constantly surrounded by all that was dis¬ 
tinguished for attainments or talents, male 
or female, English or foreign; and it would 
be almost ungrateful in me not to acknow¬ 
ledge the gratification derived from the con¬ 
versation and intercourse of such a society. 

Though Mrs. Montague occupied the first 
place among the “ beaux Esprits ” at this 
period, she was not without female competi¬ 
tors for so eminent a distinction. Mrs. Yesey 
might indeed be said to hold the second 
rank: but, unlike Mademoiselle de VEspi- 
nasse at Paris, who under the Auspices of 
d'Alembert, raised a separate literary Stand¬ 
ard from Madame du Deffand; Mrs. Yesey. 
only aspired to follow at a humble distance, 
the brilliant Track of Mrs. Montague. The 
former rather seemed desirous to assemble 
persons of celebrity and talents, under her 
roof, or at her table, than assumed or pre¬ 
tended to form one of the Number, herself. 
Though not lodged with the same magnifi¬ 
cence as Mrs. Montague, yet she entertained 
with less form, as well as less ostentation. 
Mrs. Vesey’s repasts were at once more 
select, and more delicate. Farther advanced 
in life than Mrs. Montague, she possessed 
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do personal advantages of manner, and stu¬ 
died no ornaments of Dress. Simplicity, 
accompanied by a soft of oblivious inatten¬ 
tion to things passing under her very sight, 
characterized her. In absence of mind, in¬ 
deed, she might almost be said to equal the 
Duke de Brancas, Chamberlain to Anne of 
Austria, relative to whose continual violation 
of common rules, Madame de Sevigne has 
consigned to us so many amusing Anecdotes. 
With Mrs. Vesey this forgetfulness extended 
to such a point, that she sometimes hardly 
remembered her own name. It will scarcely 
be credited, that she could declaim against 
second marriages, to a Lady of Quality who 
had been twice married, and though Mr. 
Vesey was her own second Husband. When 
at last reminded of the circumstance, she 
only exclaimed, “ Bless me, my dear, I had 
“ quite forgotten it!” There was, indeed, 
some decay of mind in such want of recollec¬ 
tion. Her sister-in-law, who lived in the 
same House with her, and who formed, phy¬ 
sically as well as morally, a perfect contrast 
to Mrs. Vesey, superintended all domestic 
arrangements. From their opposite figures, 
qualities, and endowments, the one was called 
“ Body,” the other “ Mind.” 
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In these two Houses might then be seen 
many or most of the persons of both Sexes, 
eminent for . literary Attainments, or Cele¬ 
brity of any kind. Mrs. Thrale, still better 
known by the name of Mrs. Piozzi, was to 
be met with frequently in this Society, fol¬ 
lowed or attended by Mr. Thrale, and by 
Dr. Johnson. Of the former, it is unneces¬ 
sary to say any thing; and relative to the 
last, after the laboured, minute portraits 
which have been drawn of biro under every 
attitude, what is it possible to say new ?—I 
will freely confess that his rugged exterior 
and garb, his uncouth gestures, his convolu¬ 
tions and distortions, when added to the 
rude or dogmatical manner in which he de¬ 
livered his opinions and decisions on every 
point;—rendered him so disagreeable in 
company, and so oppressive in conversation, 
that all the superiority of his talents could 
not make full amends, in my estimation, for 
these defects. In his anger, or even in the 
warmth of argument, where he met with 
opposition, he often respected neither age, 
rank, nor sex; and the usages of polished 
life imposed a very inadequate restraint on 
his expressions, or his feelings. What are 
we to think of a man, who, by the testimony 
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of his own Biographer, denominated Lord 
Russel and Algernon Sidney, “Rascals;” 
qualified Pennant by the Epithet of “ a 
Dog,” because in his political Opinions he 
was a Whig; gave to Fielding, the appella¬ 
tions of “ a Blockhead, and a barren Ras¬ 
cal and in speaking of King William the 
Third, invariably termed him “ a Scoundrel?” 
If not irascible, he was certainly dictatorial, 
coarse, and sometimes almost impracticable. 
Those whom he could not always vanquish 
by the force of his intellect, by the depth and 
range of his arguments, and by the compass 
of his gigantic faculties, he silenced by rude¬ 
ness; and I have, myself, more than once, 
stood in the predicament whiclji I here de¬ 
scribe. Yet, no sooner was he withdrawn, 
and with him had disappeared these personal 
imperfections, than the sublime attainments 
of his Mind left their full effect on the Audi¬ 
ence: for, such the whole Assembly might be 
in some measure esteemed, while he was pre¬ 
sent. His beautiful Compositions, both prose 
and poetical, the unquestionable benevolence 
and philanthropy of his character, his labo¬ 
rious and useful, as well as voluminous and 
toilsome productions, when added to his li¬ 
terary fame and pre-eminence;—all these 
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combined qualities so overbore or subdued, 
the few who ventured to contend with him, 
that submission or silence formed the only 
protection, and the ordinary refuge, to which 
they had recourse. 

We never can enough regret, that a Man 
who possessed such poetic talents as are dis¬ 
played in his two Imitations of Juvenal; 
“ London,” and the “ Vanity of Human 
Wishes;” should have neglected or avoided 
that Branch of Composition, in which he 
might have attained to such comprehensive 
eminence. If Pope’s Imitations of Horace, 
have more suavity, delicacy, and taste, than 
Johnson’s productions can boast; the latter^ 
breathe a spirit of sublime and severe Mora¬ 
lity, mingled with a philosophic grandeur of 
thought, which is equally captivating, as it 
is impressive and instructive. How admi¬ 
rable is his picture of Charles the Tiuelfth , 
as opposed to that of Hannibal! How fine 
is the comparison drawn between Wolsey and 
Sejanus! What can exceed the judgment 
shewn in selecting Charles the Seventh , the 
Bavarian Emperor of 1741, as opposed to 
the Xerxes of the Roman Satirist! The 
English language offers, perhaps, nothing 
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more chaste, correct, and yet harmonious, 
than these Verses, which are free from any 
pedantry, or affectation of learning. The 
fact however is, that Johnson did not dare to 
yield to the seductions of the Muse, or. to 
abandon himself to the Inspiration of Poetry. 
He was compelled to restrain his efforts, and 
to limit them to the more temperate walk of 
Prose, however capable he felt himself to be 
of emulating Addison, or Gray, or Pope. It 
is well known, that he was constitutionally 
subject to a melancholy, morbid humor, 
which, advancing with his years, approached 
on certain occasions, to something like alien¬ 
ation of Mind. Well aware of this infirmity, 
he was apprehensive of its effects. Topham 
Beauclerk, who lived in great intimacy with 
him, often expressed to him the astonishment 
and regret, naturally excited by his apparent 
neglect of such Poetic Powers as Nature 
had conferred on him. Johnson heard him 
in silence, or made little reply to these re¬ 
monstrances. But, on Mr. Beauclerk’s mak¬ 
ing the same remark to Mr. Thrale, that 
Gentleman immediately answered, that “ the 
“ real reason why Johnson did not apply 
“ his faculties to Poetry, was, that he dared 
“ not trust himself in such a pursuit, his 
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“,Mind not being equal to the species of 
“ Inspiration which Verse demands ; though 
“ in the walk of prose Composition, whether 
“ moral, philological, ‘ or biographical, he 
“ could continue his labors, without appre- 
“ hension of any injurious Consequences.” 

If, nevertheless, after rendering due ho¬ 
mage to his paramount abilities, which no 
testimony of mine can affect, I might venture 
to criticise so eminent a person, as having 
been deficient in any particular branch of 
Information and polite knowledge, I should 
say that his deficiency lay in History. Bos¬ 
well has very aptly compared his under¬ 
standing to an intellectual Mill, into which 
subjects were thrown, in order to be ground 
to Atoms, or pulverized. And Mrs. Piozzi 
somewhere remarks, in better language than 
I can do it by memory, that “ his mind re- 
“ sembled a royal pleasure Garden, within 
“ whose ample dimensions every thing sub- 
“ servient to dignity; beauty, or utility, was 
“ to be found, from the stately Cedar, down 
“ to the lowliest plant or herb.” That this 
assertion, if loosely and generally taken, is 
perfectly just, no person can dispute, who 
knew him. That he was even thoroughly 
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conversant in the modern History of Europe, 
for the last two or three Centuries, is incon¬ 
testable ; and still less will it be denied, that 
he intimately knew all the classic periods of 
Greek and Roman Story, most of which he 
had studied or perused in the original Writers. 
But, these attainments he shared with many 
of his Contemporaries. In the History of 
Europe during the middle Ages, by which I 
mean, from the Destruction of the Roman 
Empire in the West, in the year 476, through 
the ten Centuries that nearly elapsed before 
the revival of letters, I always thought him 
very imperfectly versed; if not, on some por¬ 
tions, uninformed and ignorant. To have 
compared his knowledge, on these subjects, 
with the information which Gibbon, or which 
Robertson possessed, would have been an 
insult to truth. But, as far as I could ever 
presume to form an opinion, he was much 
below either Burke, or Fox, in all general 
historical information. 

Even as a Biographer, which constitutes a 
minor species of History, Johnson, however 
masterly, profound, and acute, in all that re¬ 
lates to Criticism, to discrimination, and to 
dissection of literary merit; has always ap- 
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peared to me to have wanted many essential 
qualities, or to have evinced great inaccuracy 
and neglect. I do not mean to speak of his 
prejudices and political partialities, which 
hardly allow him to do justice to Milton, or 
to Addison, because the one was in his Princi¬ 
ples a violent Republican, and the other was 
a Whig; just as he calls our great Hampden, 
% the Zealot of Rebellion:” Prejudices so 
deeply rooted in his Mind, as to induce him to 
maintain the moral Superiority of Charles the 
Second, over His late Majesty King George 
the Second.—I allude to errors that could 
only have arisen from an ignorance of facts, 
with which he might and ought to have been 
acquainted. What shall we say, when we 
find him telling us, that Stepney, the. Poet, 
“ was invited into public life by the Duke 
“ of Dorset?” The event in question, must 
have taken place about 1683, towards the 
end of Charles the Second’s reign. But, the 
Creation of the Dukedom of. Dorset, only 
originated under George the First, in 1720. 
In like manner he .informs us,i that Prior 
published about 1706, “ a volume of Poems, 
“ with the encomiastic Character of his de- 
tc ceased patron, the Duke of Dorset.” No 
doubt he means to speak of Charles, Earl 
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of Dorset, who died nearly at that time. 
His mistakes, or his omissions and defect of 
information, in narrating the life of that dis¬ 
tinguished Nobleman, are much more gross: 
Johnson makes him succeed to Janies Cran- 
field, second Earl of Middlesex, in 1674, his 
uncle; who was already dead, many years 
antecedent. It was the third Earl of Mid¬ 
dlesex, Lionel , to whose estates and title the 
Earl of Dorset succeeded, or was raised by 
Charles the Second. On all the interesting 
particulars of his marriages, his private life* 
and his decease, relative to which objects 
Curiosity must be so naturally and warmly 
excited, the Biographer is either silent or 
misinformed. I may be told, that these in¬ 
accuracies,, chiefly chronological, are of little 
moment. So is it, whether the great Duke 
of Marlborough died in 1722, dr in 1723. 
But, he who undertakes to compose an ac¬ 
count of Churchill’s life, is bound to know, 
and accurately to relate, all the leading facts 
that attended, or distinguished it. Johnson, 
we may be assured, would have been, him¬ 
self, the first to detect and to expose such 
errors in another Writer. 

Mrs.Thrale always appeared to me, to pos- 
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sess at least as much Information, a Mind as 
cultivated, and more Brilliancy of Intellect, 
than Mrs. Montague; but she did not de¬ 
scend among men from such an eminence, 
and she talked much more, as well as more 
unguardedly, on every subject. She was the 
Provider and the Conductress of Johnson, 
who lived almost constantly under her roof, 
or more properly under that of Mr. Thrale, 
both in Town, and at Streatham. He did not 
however spare her, more than other women, 
in his Attacks, if she courted or provoked his 
Animadversion. As little did he appear to re¬ 
spect or to manage Garrick, who frequently 
made one'of the Assembly. His presence 
always diffused a gaiety over the room ; but 
he seemed to shrink from too near a contact 
with Johnson, whose superiority of mind, 
added to the roughness and closeness of his 
hugs, reduced Garrick to act on the defensive. 
Mrs. Carter, so well known by her Erudition, 
the Madame Dacier of England; from her 
religious cast of character, and gravity of 
deportment, no less than from her intellectual 
Acquirements, was more formed to impose 
some check on the asperity or eccentricities 
of Johnson. Dr. Burney, and his Daughter, 
the author of “ Evelina”' and “ Cecilia,” 
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though both were generally present; I al¬ 
ways thought, rather avoided, than solicited, 
notice. Horace Walpole, whenever he ap¬ 
peared there, enriched and illuminated the 
Conversation, by Anecdotes, personal and 
historical; many of which were rendered 
more curious or interesting, from his having, 
himself, witnessed their existence, or received 
them from his father, Sir Robert Walpole. 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, precluded by his Deaf¬ 
ness from mixing in, or contributing to ge¬ 
neral conversation; his Trumpet held up to 
his ear, was gratified by the attention of 
those who addressed to him their discourse; 
a notice which the resources of his mind 
enabled him to repay with interest, 

Mrs. Chapone, under one of the most 
repulsive exteriors that any woman ever 
possessed, concealed very superior attain¬ 
ments, and extensive knowledge. Burke, 
though occupied in the toils of parliamentary 
discussion, and of ministerial attack, which 
left him little leisure to bestow on literary 
men or subjects; yet sometimes unbent his 
Faculties among persons, adapted by nature, 
to unfold the powers of delighting and in¬ 
structing, with which Genius and Study had 
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enriched him. His presence was, however, 
more coveted, than enjoyed. Dr. Shipley, 
Bishop of St. Asaph, accompanied by his 
daughter, Miss Shipley, afterwards married 
to Sir William Jones, might be frequently 
seen there. The Abbe JRaynal, who pass¬ 
ed that Winter in London, was readily ad¬ 
mitted, and eagerly courted. It must be con¬ 
fessed that the variety of his Information, and 
the Facility, as well as Readiness, with which 
he communicated the stores of his exuberant 
Memory, would have rendered him a valu¬ 
able accession to any Circle; but, his Loqua¬ 
city generally fatigued even those, whom it 
delighted and improved. The present Lord 
Erskine, who, thirty years later, attained to 
the Great Seal, had not yet commenced his 
career of Jurisprudence. But, the versatility 
of his Talents, the energy of his Character, 
and the vivacity of his Conversation, suffi¬ 
ciently manifested, even at that time, the ef¬ 
fect which such a union of Qualities might 
produce, when powerfully urged and im¬ 
pelled towards one object. Happily for him¬ 
self, he did not want the strongest impulse, 
arising from domestic pledges and embar¬ 
rassments, well calculated to call out every 
faculty of the mind. It is curious to reflect. 
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that if he had been born one step higher; 
if, instead of being the younger Son of a 
Scotch Earl, his father had been a Marquis, 
he never could have been called to the Bar. 
His endowments, however great, assuredly 
would not, in any other Profession, have 
raised him to the Peerage, to fortune, and 
to fame. His Celebrity, indeed, if we may 
believe Mr. Fox’s Biographer, had not ex¬ 
tended across the Straits of Dover, even in 
1802, when the Corsican First Consul ap¬ 
pears not to have known his name. 

Mrs. Boscawen, though inferior in literary 
Reputation to Mrs. Montague, and perhaps 
possessed of less general information, yet 
conciliated more good-will. She had an his¬ 
torical turn of mind; and in the course of 
a long life passed among the upper Circles of 
Society, she had collected and retained a 
number of curious or interesting Anecdotes of 
her own Times. Mr. Pepys, now Sir William 
Pepys, to whose acquaintance and partiality 
I was not a little indebted, for facilitating my 
entrance into this Assembly of distinguished 
Persons, is the last individual whom I shall 
enumerate. To a mind adorned with classic 
images, and conversant with classic authors, 
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he united great colloquial powers. The 
friend of the first Lord Lyttelton, of Sir 
Janies Macdonald, and of Topham Beau- 
clerk, he was in principle a staunch Whig; 
and as Johnson might be justly esteemed a 
violent, as well as a bigotted Tory, much 
political sparring occasionally took place 
between them, in the progress of which, 
many sparks of historical or philosophical 
fire, were elicited on both sides. 

Though literary reputation, or acknow¬ 
ledged Talents and Celebrity of some kind, 
seemed to constitute the primary title to a 
place in those Conversations or Societies, 
from which every species of Play was alto¬ 
gether excluded; yet Rank and Beauty were 
to be found there, and contributed to render 
them interesting in the highest Degree. The 
late Duchess Dowager of Portland, Grand¬ 
daughter of the Lord Treasurer Oxford, 
herself a woman of distinguished taste in 
various branches of Art or Virtu , was a fre¬ 
quent visitant. It was impossible to look 
on her, without reflecting that while still in 
early Childhood, she had formed the object 
of Swift’s poetic attention, and been the sub¬ 
ject of Prior’s expiring Muse. J have seen 
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the Duchess of Devonshire, then in the first 
bloom of youth, hanging on the sentenges 
that fell from Johnson’s lips, and contending 
for the nearest place to his chair. All the 
Cynic Moroseness Of the Philosopher and the 
Moralist, seemed to dissolve, under so flutter¬ 
ing an approach; to the gratification and dis¬ 
tinction resulting from which, he was nothing 
less than insensible. We may see. in Boswell, 
how tractable, gentle, and accommodating 
he became while at Inverary, seated between 
the Duke and Duchess of Argyle. 

It is natural to ask, whether the literary 
Society of London, at the period of which I 
am speaking, could enter into any competi¬ 
tion for extent of talents, and superiority of 
attainments, with the Society of Paris, that 
met at the Apartments of Madame du Def- 
J'and ', and of Mademoiselle VEspinasse , under 
the reigns of Louis the Fifteenth and Six¬ 
teenth. In other words, whether the persons 
who formed the Assemblies in the English 
Capital, can support a comparison for Ability 
and for Fame, with those who were accus¬ 
tomed to meet in the French Metropolis. If 
I may presume to give an opinion on this ques¬ 
tion, I should have no hesitation in saying, 
m 2 
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that neither in the period of its duration, nor 
in the number, merit, or intellectual eminence, 
of the principal members, can the English 
Society be held up on any parity, scarcely, 
indeed, in any Comparison, with that of 
France. The latter Assemblies may be said 
to have lasted near half a Century, from 
1725 , or 1730 , down to 1775 , or 1780 ; either 
in the Houses of Madame du Deffand ,or of 
Mademoiselle VEspinasse, or in both. The 
“ Blue Stocking” Assemblies at Mrs. Mon¬ 
tague’s and Mrs. Vesey’s, remained in their 
brilliant State, only for about fifteen years, 
from 1770 , to 1785 . Before the last of those 
periods, Mrs. Vesey had yielded to the pro¬ 
gress of time, and of infirmity; while Mrs. 
Thrale, then become Mrs. Piozzi, had re¬ 
moved from the Banks of the Thames, to 
those of the Arno. 

Mrs. Montague, indeed, survived; and her 
Dinners, as well as her Assemblies, were 
perpetuated to a very late period of her life; 
but the charm and the impulse that propelled 
them, had disappeared. They were princi¬ 
pally supported by, and they fell with, the 
giant talents of Johnson, who formed the 
Nucleus, round which all the subordinate 
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Members revolved. It became impossible, 
after his Decease in 1784, to supply his 
place. Burke, as I have already observed, 
had more powerful avocations, and aspired 
to other honors and emoluments, than those 
which mere literary Distinction could bestow 
on him. Hume, and Adam Smith, Men of 
superior endowments, who might have con¬ 
tributed to support such a Society, had 
retired to Scotland, or were already dead. 
Robertson, Lord Kaimes, and Lord Mon- 
boddo, resided at Edinburgh; only visiting 
London occasionally, on Business, or for 
Recreation. Gibbon, 1 believe, never emu¬ 
lated to be a Member of these Assemblies, 
and never, attended them. He, too, like 
Burke, looked more to Politics, than to Let¬ 
ters, for his substantial recompense; being at 
once a Member of the House of Commons, 
and a Lord of the Board of Trade. Perhaps, 
indeed, the freedom of Hume’s, and of Gib¬ 
bon’s printed Opinions on subjects connected 
with Religion, might have rendered their ad¬ 
mission difficult, or their society distasteful, 
to the principal persons who composed these 
parties; where nothing like a relaxation on 
points so serious, found protection or sup¬ 
port. Johnson, who, as we know, felt so 
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great a repugnance to every species of Scep¬ 
ticism on matters of religious Belief, that 
when composing his Dictionary, he would 
not cite Hobbes , the celebrated Philosopher, 
as an authority for any word or expression 
used by that Writer, merely because he held 
Hobbes's principles in aversion;—Johnson, 
who blamed Tyers , for only doing justice 
to Hume , upon parts of his character wholly 
unconnected with his writings; and who 
said, that “ he should just as soon hate 
thought of praising a mad Dog ;”—he would 
hUrdly have remained in the same room with 
Hume and Gibbon; though when taken once 
by a sort of surprise, he did not refuse to 
dine in, company with Wilkes; of whom 
nevertheless Boswell supposes him to say, 
judging from Johnson’s known Prejudices, 
that “ he would as soon dine with Jack 
Ketch, as with Jack Wilkes.” It is how¬ 
ever to be recollected that Wilkes had de¬ 
signated the Doctor, in a Note subjoined 
to otie of his printed Letters, by the Name 
Of “ Pensioner Johnson 

The case was widely different in Paris, 
where no political pursuits distracted Men 
of Letters; arid where Infidelity* or even Ma- 
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terialism, far from exciting alienation, would 
rather have conduced to recommend to notice, 
the persons professing such tenets. Among 
the Constellation of eminent Men and Wo¬ 
men, who met at Madame du DeffancFs, 
and at Mademoiselle FJSspinasse’s, the greater 
number were indeed avowedly “ des JEsprits 
forts;’ in other words, Free Thinkers, who 
not content with being so, themselves, en¬ 
deavoured to make Proselytes by their wri¬ 
tings. It is evident therefore, that the Circle 
in London was, from various causes, neces¬ 
sarily much more contracted than in France; 
where every person distinguished by talents, 
with few exceptions, commonly resided al¬ 
together in the Capital. For, Voltaire was 
virtually banished beyond the French Con¬ 
fines, by the Government; and lived in the 
territory of Geneva, more by constraint, than 
by choice or inclination. Rousseau was a 
Genevese by Birth, who only visited Paris 
from time to time; sometimes indeed resi¬ 
dent in its Vicinity, but often a Wanderer, 
proscribed and fugitive. After stating these 
facts, which may explain the causes of the 
superiority of the literary Society, or As¬ 
semblies of Paris, over those of London; it 
would be idle to contest that they altogether 
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eclipsed ours, in almost every point of Genius, 
Science, and intellectual attainment. Who 
in fact, met at Mrs. Montague’s, or at Mrs. 
Vesey’s, that can compete with the names 
of Maupertuis, Helvetius, Montesquiou, Fon- 
tenelle, Voltaire, Madame du Chatelet, the 
Marquis d’Argens, Mademoiselle de Launay, 
the President Henaultj D’Alembert, Diderot, 
Condamine, the Duchess de Choiseul, Mar- 
montel, Raynal, the Duke de Nivernois, Ma¬ 
rivaux, the Abbe Barthelemi, Turgot, Con- 
dorcet, and so many other illustrious persons 
of both Sexes, who composed the Literati of 
the French Metropolis? We can scarcely 
he said to have any thing to oppose to such 
a cloud of eminent persons, except the sin¬ 
gle name of Johnson, 

There seems, indeed, to be something in 
the National Character of the French; at 
least there was so previous to the temporary 
Extinction of the ancient Monarchy, and the 
reign of Jacobinism, or military Despotism; 
more congenial to these mixed Assemblies of 
persons of literary Endowments, than is found 
among us. From the middle of the seven¬ 
teenth Century, as long ago as the Regency 
of Anne of Austria, we find that such meet- 
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ings existed at Paris, and enjoyed a great 
degree of Celebrity. The Hotel de Ram- 
bouillet, situate in the Vicinity of the Louvre, 
constituted, as early as 1650, the point of re¬ 
union for all the individuals of both Sexes, 
distinguished in the Career of Letters. Ca¬ 
therine de Vivonne, (the Madame du Deffand 
of that period,) Marchioness of Rambouillet, 
presided at them: an eminence for which she 
was qualified, by the elegance of her Taste, 
and the superiority of her Mind. In her 
House, which became a sort of Academy, the 
productions of the Time were appreciated, 
and passed in Review. Hying in 1665, she 
was succeeded by Henrietta de Coligny, 
Countess de la Suze; who, though with in¬ 
ferior reputation, continued to assemble the 
Wits and “ Beaux Esprits” at her Hotel. 
Her high Birth, her extraordinary Beauty, 
and her poetic Talents, attracted to her Cir¬ 
cle, every person eminent in the Metropolis. 
It was on Her, that the four classic lines were 
composed: 


“ Quae Dea sublimi vehitur per Inania Curru ? 

An Juno, an Pallas, an Venus ipsa venit ? 

Si Genus inspicias, Juno: si scripta, Minerva: 

Si spectes Oculos, Mater Amoris erit.” 

Subsequent to her Decease in 1673, these 
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Conversations seem to have languished for 
nearly fifty years, till they were revived and 
re-animated by the Duchess du Maine, a 
Princess of the royal Blood, grand-daughter 
of the great Cond6, married to the Duke du 
Maine, natural son of Louis the Fourteenth. 
After her release from the Castle of Dijon, 
to which Fortress she had been committed 
Prisoner by the Regent Duke of Orleans in 
1717, for her participation in the Conspiracy 
of Prince Cellamare; about the year 1722, 
she began to assemble persons of literary 
Celebrity under her roof, in whose society 
she passed the greater part of her leisure. 
These Meetings, which were principally held, 
not in the Capital, but at the Palace of 
Seaux, about four leagues South of Paris, 
continued to exist down to the Duchess du 
Maine^ Decease, in 1753; and were attended 
by many of the persons of both Sexes, who 
afterwards formed the Circles at Madame du 
Deffand’s, and at Mademoiselle l’Espinasse’s 
Apartments. During the same period of 
Time, Madame de Tencin, Sister to the Car¬ 
dinal of that name, one of the most captiva¬ 
ting Women in France, the Aspasia of that 
Country, received at her Hotel, the “Gens 
de Lettres and may be said to have rivalled 
the Duchess du Maine, as the Protectress 
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of Taste and polite Knowledge. Madame 
de Tencin was. Mother of d’Alembert, who 
owed his Birth to illicit Love. 

No Meetings of a similar nature or descrip¬ 
tion, appear to have existed in London, be¬ 
tween the Restoration of Charles the Second 
in 1660, and the conclusion of the seven¬ 
teenth Century, except the Society that met 
at the House of the famous Hortensia Man- 
cini, Duchess de Mazarin, Niece to the Car¬ 
dinal of that Name: who, from 1667, to the 
period of her Death in 1699, was accustomed 
to receive at her Apartments, the Literati 
of both sexes. St. Evr6mond, an Exile, a 
Foreigner, and a Fugitive, like herself, con¬ 
stituted the principal support, and the orna¬ 
ment of these parties; where the Chevalier de 
Grammont, so well known by the Memoirs 
published under his name, was likewise 
to be found. It is curious to remark, that 
the first “Blue Stocking” Assemblies, and 
I believe, the only Meetings deserving that 
name, which have ever been held in London, 
down to those of which we have been speak¬ 
ing ; were set on foot by natives of France, 
expatriated and resident here. For, neither 
the letters, nor the writings of Addison, Gay, 
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Steele, Swift, or Pope, indicate that any 
such Meetings existed from 1700, down to 
the beginning of the present Reign. Lady 
Wortley Montagu, Lady Hervey, the Du¬ 
chess of. Queensberry, and various other 
females distinguished by their talents, no less 
than by their high rank, adorned that period 
of time; but they do not appear to have 
emulated the line which Mrs. Montague so 
successfully undertook, though they occa¬ 
sionally received in their Drawing-rooms, 
the Wits and Poets of the reigns of Queen 
Anne, of George the First, and George the 
Second. Foreigners have indeed with reason 
reproached the English, as too much attract¬ 
ed by the love of Play, to Clubs composed 
exclusively of Men, to be capable of relish¬ 
ing a mixed Society, where researches of 
Taste and Literature constitute the basis and 
the central point of union. 

1 quitted England in the Summer of 1777, 
and made some stay at the Hague, where I 
was presented by our Ambassador, Sir 
Joseph Yorke, to the Prince of Orange; with 
whom I afterwards had the honor to sup at 
“ the Palace in the Wood,” as well as to meet 
him in private Society. This Prince has be- 
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come so well known to us, since his precipi¬ 
tate retreat from Holland in the Winter of 
1795, by his long residence in England, that 
it is unnecessary to enter into any minute de¬ 
tails relative to his character and qualities. 
Even at the period to which I allude, he 
neither inspired public respect, nor excited 
private regard. His person, destitute of dig¬ 
nity, corresponded with his manners, which 
were shy, awkward, and altogether unfitted 
to his high situation as Stadtholder. If he 
displayed no. glaring vices, he either did not, 
or could not, conceal many weaknesses, 
calculated to injure him in the estimation 
of mankind. A constitutional Somnolency, 
which increased with the progress of age, 
was too frequently accompanied by excesses 
still more injurious, or fatal to his reputa¬ 
tion ; I mean those of the Table, particularly 
of Wine. I have seen him at the Hague, of an 
Evening, in a large Company, at Sir Joseph 
Yorke’s, in the situation that I here describe. 
In vigor, ability, or resources of mind, such 
as might enable him successfully to struggle, 
like William the Third, with difficult or 
tumultuous Times, he was utterly deficient. 
If William the Fifth had possessed the Ener¬ 
gies of that great Prince, we should neither 
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have been engaged in War with Holland, as 
happened towards the close of 1780; nor 
would the Stadtholderate have been over¬ 
turned in 1795, and the Seven Provinces, 
which successfully resisted all the power of 
Philip the Second, have ultimately sunk into 
an enslaved Province of the Corsican Ruler 
of France. 

The two Brothers, John and Cornelius de 
Witt, became in every Sense as formidable 
Opponents to William the Third, in 1672, as 
Van Berkel and Neufville proved to his Suc¬ 
cessor, in the last Century: but, William the 
Fifth allowed the French Faction at Amster¬ 
dam, acting under the direction of Ver- 
gennes, to consolidate their strength, to con¬ 
clude a Treaty with the American Insurgents, 
and to precipitate a rupture between the 
Dutch Commonwealth and England. His 
magnanimous Predecessor, though he had 
scarcely then attained to manhood, opposed 
and surmounted all the efforts of the Re^ 
publican Party, sustained by Louis the 
Fourteenth, with a view to subject Holland 
to French Ambition. Van Berkel merited 
the Fate which unjustly befell the two de 
Witts, and only escaped Punishment by the 
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inert and incapable Conduct of the Stadt- 
holder, who permitted the fairest opportu¬ 
nity to pass, for calling him to a public Ac¬ 
count, as a violator of the laws of Nations, a 
disturber of the public Peace, and an enemy 
to his own Country. Relative to William the 
Fifth’s personal Courage, no opinion can be 
formed, as it was never tried; but he pos¬ 
sessed neither the activity, nor any of the 
endowments fitted for the conduct of Ar¬ 
mies. It must however be admitted that his 
Understanding was cultivated, his Memory 
very retentive, his Conversation, when un¬ 
embarrassed, entertaining and even instruc¬ 
tive, abounding with historical Information 
that displayed extensive acquaintance with 
polite letters; and that he joined to a fine 
Taste in the Arts, particularly in Painting, a 
generous protection of their Professors. In 
a period of repose, he might have been 
tolerated; but the Stadtholderate, at every 
time since its commencement in the person 
of William the First, and the original revolt 
of the Low Countries from Philip the Se¬ 
cond, has demanded the greatest Energies in 
the individual who was placed at the head of 
the Dutch Commonwealth. 
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Nature, which rarely confers great or emi¬ 
nent qualities of Mind in hereditary Descent, 
seemed to have departed from that rule, in 
the House of Nassau-Orange; where she 
produced five Princes in succession, all of 
whom were conspicuous in a greater or a less 
degree, for courage, capacity, and the talents 
that insure or confirm political power. The 
five Roman Emperors, Nerva, Trajan, Ha¬ 
drian, and the two Antonines, who suc¬ 
ceeded each other in Antiquity, were alto¬ 
gether unallied by ties of Consanguinity. 
Adoption alone, cemented by matrimonial 
Alliances, constituted the Connexion exist¬ 
ing between them: and Commodus, whom 
we suppose to have been the Son of Mar¬ 
cus Aurelius, the last of those five Caesars, 
was only distinguished by his crimes, or 
by his incapacity. William the Eirst, and 
his two Sons, though by different Wives, 
Prince Maurice, and Frederic-Henry, who 
may be said to have successively occupied 
the Office of Stadtholder, or Captain-Gene¬ 
ral of the United Provinces, during four¬ 
score years, from 1567 to 1647, without in¬ 
terruption; were three of the most illustrious 
Men whom we have seen in modern Ages. 
Even William the Second, though his end 



MEMOIRS. 


177 


was premature, and in some measure unfor¬ 
tunate, he having died in the Flower of 
Youth; yet manifested no less strength of 
Character and vigor of Mind, than his three 
Predecessors. The whole existence of Wil¬ 
liam the Third, from his twentieth Year 
down to the Time of his Dissolution, formed 
a perpetual display of fortitude, endurance, 
toil, and military, as well as civil Exertion. 
With him expired in 1702, the great line of 
Nassau- Orange. In 1747, the Dignity and 
Functions of Stadtholder, which had been 
suspended for five and forty years, were re¬ 
vived in the person of William the Fourth, 
Head of the Branch of Nassau-D^te, colla¬ 
terally related to the preceding race. How¬ 
ever little favoured he might be by Nature in 
his bodily formation, which was very defec¬ 
tive, resembling our popular Idea of Richard 
the Third; and however moderately endowed 
with intellectual powers was William the 
Fourth, who married ,the Princess Anne, 
daughter of George the Second ; he at least 
maintained during the few years that he sur¬ 
vived his elevation, an external dignity of 
Deportment, and an irreproachable moral 
Conduct. But, in the hands of William the 
Fifth his Son, may be said in every sense to 
VOL. i. n 
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have become eclipsed, that great Office of 
Stadtholder, in itself only less than royal; 
and under able management, perhaps even 
more formidable than the kingly Dignity! 

The reception of the late Prince of Orange 
by George the Third, when he sought refuge 
in this Country, from the French Invasion, 
early in 1795; was no less affectionate, hos¬ 
pitable, and cordial, than the Treatment 
which James the Second experienced in 
1689, from Louis the Fourteenth. If James, 
justly expelled by his English subjects for 
Tyranny, political and religious, was lodged 
at the Castle of St. Germain, and treated 
with Royal Honors, by the French Monarch; 
William was equally placed in the Palace 
at Hampton Court. The Princes of the 
Royal Family, and the Nation at large, vied 
in demonstrations of respect, compassion, 
and attention towards him. The Princess 
of Orange, a Woman of a far more elevated, 
correct, and manly Character than her Hus¬ 
band, experienced as generous, and as kind 
a welcome, from the Ring and Queen of 
Great Britain, as Mary of Modena, the Con¬ 
sort of James, received in France. Of a 
stature exceeding the height of ordinary Wo- 
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men, she extremely resembled in her figure, 
the late King of Prussia, Frederic-William 
the Second, her Brother, who was cast by 
Nature in the same Colossal Mould. For¬ 
tune, which had persecuted her in Holland, 
did not prove, more favourable to her in Eng¬ 
land. Her second son, Prince Frederic of 
Orange, a young man wdio excited the live¬ 
liest expectations, and gave promise of many 
virtues, had entered into the Austrian Ser¬ 
vice, after his father’s expulsion from Hol¬ 
land. By his Mother he was regarded with 
peculiar predilection, as formed to support 
the Honor of the Houses of Nassau and of 
Brandenburgh, from both which he equally 
descended. Exemplary in the discharge of 
all his military duties, to this principle his 
premature Death was to be attributed, which 
took place at Venice, in January, 1799; oc¬ 
casioned by a malignant distemper or fever, 
Caught in consequence of visiting the sick 
Soldiers, confined in the Hospitals of that 
City. 

His Britannic Majesty first read the ac? 
count of it at the Queen’s House, in one of 
the French Newspapers, on Thursday night, 
the, 31st of January, 1799. Shocked at the 
N 2 
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intelligence, and not being quite sure of its 
authenticity, he put the Newspaper in his 
pocket; and taking the Queen aside, com¬ 
municated it to her with much concern. As 
the probabilities were greatly in favor of its 
truth, or rather, as no doubt could reasonably 
be entertained on the point, they agreed not 
to delay announcing it to the Prince and 
Princess of Orange; who might otherwise re¬ 
ceive so melancholy a notification, through * 
the channel of the English diurnal Publica¬ 
tions, or even from common fame. This de¬ 
termination they executed on the following 
Day, at the Queen’s House, where they de¬ 
tained the Prince and Princess for two or 
three Weeks, till the violence of the emotions 
occasioned by the loss of their Son, had sub¬ 
sided. , Some, faint hopes, indeed, were enter¬ 
tained during eight or ten Days after the arri¬ 
val of the .intelligence, that it might prove ei¬ 
ther premature or untrue. It was, however, 
soon fully confirmed. All mankind agreed 
that Prince Frederic eminently possessed Ta¬ 
lents, Honor, and Courage. His unfortunate 
Father, after arriving in this Country under a 
dark political Cloud, and after residing here 
many years, without acquiring the public 
esteem, or redeeming his public character^ 
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finally and precipitately quitted England un¬ 
der a still darker Cloud; only to bury himself 
in the obscurity of Germany, there to expire, 
forgotten, and almost unknown. Such has 
been the Destiny, in our Time, of the Repre¬ 
sentative of that August House, which, in the 
sixteenth Century,. while it conducted the 
Armies of Holland, opposed and humbled 
Spain; and which, in the seventeenth Century, 
affixed limits to the Ambition of France, under 
Louis, the Fourteenth! A Corsican Adven¬ 
turer has since enslaved, plundered, and con- 
scribed during many years, the Country, over 
whose (Councils, Barnevelt, the two de Witts, 
and Heiusius, once presided; for which Van 
Tromp and Ruyter fought, conquered, and 
fell; and where the spirit of Freedom seemed 
to have animated every individual, when the 
Duke of Alva overran, .and desolated those 
Provinces. It is in making these reflections 
on the modern Dutch, and contrasting their 
Conduct with the Heroism of their Ancestors, 
tha.t we involuntarily exclaim with Goldsmith , 

“ Gods! how unlike their Belgic Sires of old !” 

At the time when I visited the Hague, in 
July, 1777, Prince Louis, one of the Bro¬ 
thers of the then reigning Duke of Brunswic 
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Wolfenbuttel, and Commander-in-chief of the 
Dutch Forces, enjoyed a much higher place 
in the public Consideration, than did the 
Stadtholder. I have rarely seen in the course 
of my life, a man of more enormous bodily 
Dimensions. William, Duke of Cumberland, 
son of George the Second, whose Corpulency 
was extreme, fell nevertheless far short of 
him in bulk. But, this prodigious mass of 
flesh, which it was natural to suppose, would 
enervate or enfeeble the powers of his Mind, 
seemed neither to have rendered him indolent 
or inactive. The strength of his Character, 
and the solidity of his Talents, while they 
supplied in some measure the defects of the 
Prince of Orange, animated and impelled 
the vast machine that he inhabited. Prince 
Louis manifested no Somnolency when in 
Company; nor was he ever betrayed at Table, 
into excesses injurious to his reputation. On 
the Parade, and in his military Capacity, he 
displayed equal animation and professional 
knowledge. Attached to the interests of the 
House of Orange, and to those of Great Bri¬ 
tain, he became naturally obnoxious to the 
French Faction in Holland; which powerful 
Party finally effected his removal from the 
post that he held in the service of the He- 
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public, and compelled him to retire out of 
the Dutch Dominions, a few years later than 
the period of which I am speaking. He died, 
I believe, in 1788. His Dismission and Do* 
parture prepared the way for the Overthrow 
of the Stadtholderate, notwithstanding the 
temporary Triumph of the late Duke of 
Brunswic, and the Capture of Amsterdam, 
effected in the Summer of 1787, by the 
Prussian Forces. 

His Brother, Prince Ferdinand of Bruns¬ 
wic, who commanded the allied Army with 
so much reputation, during the “Seven Years 
War,” from 1757 down to 1763; and who 
occupied at that Time so distinguished a 
rank in the History of Europe; proved him* 
self unquestionably an able General, and a 
good Tactician; but he was by no means en¬ 
dowed with superior Talents of any kind. 
In order to have secured the degree of Fame 
that he had acquired in the Field, it may be 
asserted that he ought not to have survived 
his last Campaign; precisely as Juvenal says 
of Marius, that he should have breathed his 
last, immediately after his Victory over the 
Cimbri, 

“ Cum de Teutonico vellet desceadere Curru.” 
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For, Prince Ferdinand soon afterwards 
abandoned himself to the doctrines and reve¬ 
ries of the Illumines; an Association of Men, 
who, it is well known, obtained such an as¬ 
cendant about that time, in Germany. They 
reduced his Mind to a degree of imbecility 
which could only excite Compassion. It will 
hardly be believed that before the year 1773, 
he, was so subjugated by them, as frequently 
to pass many Hours of the Night'in Church¬ 
yards, engaged in evoking, and attempting 
to raise Apparitions. They practised success¬ 
fully on his credulity, making him conceive 
that he beheld Spectres, or aerial Forms. 
These occupations, which afforded sufficient 
proofs of intellectual decline, having im¬ 
pelled the great Frederic, whose sound un¬ 
derstanding despised the Illumines , to dis¬ 
miss Prince Ferdinand from his situation in 
the Prussian Service; or, as Thiebault as¬ 
serts, in his “ Souvenirs de vingt Ans,” 
(which perhaps is more probable,) the King 
having liberated from Arrest an Officer whom 
the Prince had confined ; he resigned. 
Which ever was the Fact, he then retired 
to Magdeburgh, of the Chapter of which se¬ 
cularized Archbishoprick, he was Dean, or 
Chief, 
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In that City he principally resided till the 
Time of his Decease, divested of any mili¬ 
tary Command, living in a sort of retreat; 
but, keeping a good Table, and receiving at 
Dinner, Strangers of Condition who visited 
Magdeburgh. His income, a considerable 
part of which consisted in a Pension from: the 
Crown of Great Britain, enabled him to main¬ 
tain an establishment becoming his rank. 
An intimate friend of mine, now, I regret, 
no more; who was about that time, Minister 
of England at the Court of Dresden, Mr. 
Osborn, being well acquainted with Prince 
Ferdinand, used frequently to dine with 
him. The Prince,. who treated him with 
great regard, wishing to make a Proselyte of 
him, one day proposed that they should go 
together to. a certain Church-yard, on that 
same night; promising him that a Ghost 
would infallibly appear to them. Mr. Os¬ 
born agreed to accept the. proposal, and to 
accompany His Serene Highness to the scene 
of these supernatural exhibitions, provided 
that he would order six Grenadiers, their 
pieces loaded with Ball Cartridge, to attend 
them; and would enjoin the Grenadiers to 
fire.upon whatever object might assume the 
appearance, of a Ghost. But, the Prince by 
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no means relished the idea, and the party 
therefore did not take place. Of the accu¬ 
racy of this Anecdote I can have no doubt, 
as it was related to me by Mr. Osborn him¬ 
self, whose honor and veracity were indispu¬ 
table. Prince Ferdinand continued till the 
period of his Death, in July, 1792, to be a 
Dupe and a Gonvert of the Illumines. 

Sir Joseph Yorke, afterwards created Lord 
Dover, maintained a distinguished rank 
among the Members of the Corps Diploma¬ 
tique, in 1777, at the Hague. His Table, 
splendid and hospitable, was open to Stran¬ 
gers of every Country. Educated under 
Horace, Lord Walpole, and under the first 
Lord Hampden, his manners and address 
had in them something formal and ceremo¬ 
nious ; but, the vigilance and ability which 
he displayed during above five-and-twenty 
years that he was Embassador of England to 
the States-General, more than compensated 
for these defects of external Deportment. 
Never, perhaps, at any period of modem 
Time, except by Sir William Temple, under 
Charles the Second, were the Interests of 
Great Britain so zealously, yet temperately 
sustained, as by him; for whom the Stadt- 
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holder felt and expressed a sort of filial 
regard. In 1777, the English Sovereign and 
JN ation still continued to preserve an Ascen¬ 
dancy in the Dutch Councils; till the aug¬ 
menting Misfortunes, and accumulated Dis¬ 
graces of the American War, which finally 
enabled France to obtain a predominating 
influence, compelled Lord North to recall 
Sir Joseph Yorke from the Hague. 

With another of His Majesty’s foreign Mi¬ 
nisters, Mr. Wroughton, who became after¬ 
wards Sir Thomas Wroughton, I passed a 
considerable part of the Summer of 1778, in 
the Court and Capital of Poland. Warsaw, 
destined to become in more recent periods, 
the Theatre of Carnage and Revolution, then 
enjoyed a delusive Calm; while Austria, 
Saxony, and Prussia, were involved in war re¬ 
lative to the Bavarian Succession. Wrough¬ 
ton, at the Time of which I speak, was about 
forty-six. He had been very handsome in 
his youth; and though grown somewhat 
corpulept, still preserved many of the Graces, 
and-much of the Activity, of that period of 
life. His Education, if it had not given him 
a very cultivated Mind, had completely fitted 
him for the world; and a residence of more 
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than twenty years at the two Courts of Po¬ 
land and Russia, in a public Character, ren¬ 
dered his Conversation, upon all points con¬ 
nected with. the History of the North of 
Europe, no less entertaining, than informing. 
From him I learned a number of curious 
facts respecting the two Russian Empresses, 
Elizabeth and Catherine; which, though they 
assuredly would have been transmitted to 
Posterity by Brantome, cannot, without vio¬ 
lating Decorum, be commemorated in the 
present Age. 

Sir Thomas Wroughton was sent, at three 
or four-and-twenty, to Petersburgh, where he 
subsequently became British Consul, during 
the reign of the former of those Princesses. 
No man was better acquainted with her Cha¬ 
racter, as well as with the political Intrigues 
which distinguished the concluding years of 
Elizabeth’s life. He assured me that she died 
a victim to her own excesses, and almost 
with a saucer of Cherry-brandy at her lips; 
it having been found impossible, by any in¬ 
junctions of her Physicians, to prevent the 
female attendants about her person and Bed, 
from indulging, her in this pernicious gratify 
cation. The last Princess of the Stuart line 
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who reigned in this Country, has been accus¬ 
ed of a similar passion, if we may believe the 
Secret History of that Time, or trust to the 
Couplet which was affixed to the Pedestal 
of her Statue in front of St. Paul’s, by the 
satirical Wits of 1714. The Empress Eliza¬ 
beth’s Amours were such as the Messalinas 
and Faustinas of Antiquity, are asserted to 
have carried on in the Capital of the Roman 
world, without delicacy, shame, or restraint. 
Suetonius might have found it difficult to re¬ 
late, and Juvenal, as impossible to exaggerate, 
the particulars of Elizabeth’s Gallantries. • 

Of Catherine, Sir Thomas Wroughton 
always spoke with admiration and respect, 
though with freedom. To her notice he was 
indeed greatly indebted for his elevation in 
life; she having been instrumental in pro¬ 
curing him the appointment of Consul to 
Petersburgh. As he was in the flower of his 
age at that time, and of an imposing figure, 
he attracted her attention, and was honored 
by her with such distinguishing marks of 
predilection, as to draw upon him the resent¬ 
ment of the Grand Duke, her Husband; 
who, when he ascended the Throne, early 
in 1762, by the name of Peter the Third,' 
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obtained during his short reign, Wroughton’s 
removal from Russia. He was then sent, by 
orders from his own Court, to Dresden, as 
Minister to Augustus the Third, Elector of 
Saxony, in his capacity of King of Poland; 
and he accompanied or followed that Mo¬ 
narch from Saxony to Warsaw, in the last 
visit that Augustus made to his Polish Do¬ 
minions. As Wroughton had become an 
object of Peter’s unconcealed dislike or jea¬ 
lousy; and as Catherine had distinguished 
him by personal attentions of the most flat¬ 
tering nature; it was not an improbable 
supposition, that she might have carried to 
the utmost extent, her preference of him. 
But he always assured me, even in Moments 
of the greatest confidence and unreserve, that 
he had never violated for an instant, the 
limits of the most profound respect towards 
her; nor had ever received from her, encou¬ 
ragement for such Presumption on his part. 
“ Count Poniatowski,” said he, “ was her 
“ Lover. I was only her humble Friend 
“ and Servant.” 

He told me, that the first time he ever 
heard the name of Orloff mentioned, or ever 
saw the Officer who afterwards became, as 
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Prince Orloff, the avowed Favourite of Ca¬ 
therine in every sense, was on the following 
occasion. Crossing the Court of the Winter 
Palace at Petersburgh, some time during, the 
year 176*0, the Grand Duchess, who leaned 
on his arm, pointed out to him a young Man 
in the Uniform of the Russian Guards, then 
in the act of saluting her with his S pontoon; 
and added, “ Voas voyez ce beau jeime 
“ Homme. Le connoissez-vous ?' Wroughton 
replying in the negative, “II s’appelle Orloff” 
said Catherine; “ Croiriez-vons quit a eu la 
“ Hardiesse de me faire VAmour ?” “11 est 

“ bien hardi, Madame ,” answered he, smiling. 
The Conversation proceeded no further;, but 
it remained deeply imprinted upon Wrough- 
ton’s recollection, who from that Moment si¬ 
lently anticipated the future favor of Orloff. 
Sir Thomas Wroughton always spoke to me 
of Catherine’s Participation or Acquiescence 
in the Death of Peter the Third, as; involun¬ 
tary, reluctant, and the Result, of an insur¬ 
mountable Necessity* He even considered 
her knowledge of the Destruction of the 
unfortunate Emperor Ivan, who was stabbed 
by his own Guards at Schlusselbourg, in 
1764, with a view to prevent his. being li¬ 
berated by Mirowitsch, as exceedingly pro- 
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blematical. But he believed, in common 
with all Poland, that Catherine had found 
means to entrap, and to transfer to Peters- 
burgh, the Princess Tarrakanoff, a Daughter 
of the Empress Elizabeth; where, as was 
asserted, she had perished in prison, by the 
waters of the River Neva entering the room 
in which she was confined. There can be no 
Doubt that Alexis OrlofF, so well known in 
the Annals of Catherine’s Reign, who then 
commanded the Russian Fleet in the Medi¬ 
terranean.; became on that occasion, the in¬ 
strument of her vengeance, or rather of her 
apprehensions, by enticing on board his Ship, 
in the Port of Leghorn, the unhappy Female 
in question. This Accusation, sustained by 
many strong facts, and apparent proofs, nar¬ 
rated at great length, has since been sub¬ 
mitted to the Tribunal of Europe, in “ La 
Vie de Catherine Seconded by Castera, pub¬ 
lished in 1797, soon after the Empress’s 
Decease. Sir John Dick, who at the time of 
the supposed Princess’s seizure by Alexis 
OrlofF, was British. Consul at Leghorn; is 
named in the Work to which I allude, - as 
having been an Accomplice in the act of 
ensnaring, and carrying her off to the Rus¬ 
sian Admiral’s Ship. His Wife is likewise 
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charged with a participation in so foul a 
conspiracy. 

I lived during several years, in habits of 
familiar acquaintance with Sir John Dick, 
who retained, at fourscore, all the activity 
of middle life, together with the perfect pos¬ 
session Of his Memory and Faculties. He 
was an agreeable, entertaining, and well bred 
Man, who had seen much of the World. 
Dining in a large Company, at Mr. Thomas 
Hope’s, in Berkeley Square, on Sunday, the 
10th of February, 1799, I sat by Sir John 
Dick; and well knowing his intimacy with 
Alexis Orloff, I inquired of him, where the 
Count then was; “ He is,” answered Sir 
John Dick, “ at present at Leipsic, from 
“ which place he wrote to me, only three 
“ Weeks ago. The Emperor Paul com- 
“ branded him to travel, after having made 
“ him and PrinCe Baratinskoi, both of whom 
“ assisted in the termination of Peter the 
“ Third’s life, assist likewise at the funeral 
“ ceremonies of that Prince. They held the 
“ Pall, and actually mounted guard over the 
“Body, in the Church of the Citadel of 
“ Petersburgh; remaining the whole night, 
“ with the Corpse. Alexis went through 
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“ this function with perfect Composure.” 
Encouraged by the frankness of this reply, 
I ventured to ask him, if he had read the 
Narrative of the Princess TarrakanofF’s Sei¬ 
zure, related in “ La Vie de Catherine Se- 
“ condef 1 “ I have certainly perused it, 5 * 
said he, “ and not without some concern, as 
“ I am there accused by name, no less than 
“ my Wife, of having been a party to the act 
“ of transporting by violence, a young, un- 
“ suspecting, and innocent Princess, on 
“ board the Russian Fleet. I will relate to 
“ you, as a man of veracity, all the part that 
“ I took, and all I know, relative to the 
“ pretended Princess in question; who is 
“ there asserted to have been a Daughter of 
“ Elizabeth, Empress of Russia, by Alexis 
V Razoumoffsky. 

“ During the time that the Russian Squa- 
“ dron lay in the harbour of Leghorn, in 
“ 1771, Alexis Orloff, who was the Admiral, 
“ resided frequently, if not principally, at 
“ Pisa, where he hired a splendid House. 
“ One morning, about eleven o’clock, a Cos- 
“ sack, who was in his Service, and who 
“ acted as his Courier, arrived at my door; 
“ charged with a Message, to inform me that 
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“ his master, with some Company, in three 
“ Carriages, meant to dine with me on that 
“ Day. I accordingly ordered a Dinner to 
“ be prepared for his reception. When he 
“ arrived, he brought with him a Lady, 
“ whom he introduced to my Wife and to 
“ myself: but he never named her, only 
“ calling her, “ Questa Dama” She was by 
“ no means handsome, though genteel in her 
“ figure; apparently, thirty years of Age ; 
“ and had the air of a person who had suf- 
“ fered in her health. There seemed some- 
“ thing mysterious about her, which excited 
“ my Curiosity, but which I could not pene- 
“ trate. Considering her with attention, it 
“ struck me forcibly that I had seen her be- 
“ fore, and in England. Being determined, 
“ if possible, to satisfy myself on this point, 
“ as we stood leaning against the Chimney 
“ piece in my Drawing-room, before Dinner, 
“ I said to her, “ I believe, Ma’am, you 
“ speak English.” “ I speak only one little,” 
“ answered she. We sat down to Dinner, 
“ and after the repast, Alexis Orloff pro- 
“ posed to my Wife, and to another Lady 
“ who was there present, to accompany him 
“ and the female stranger, on board his Ship. 
“ They both declining it, Orloff took her 
o 2 
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“ with him in the Evening. The Boom, of 
• ‘ Chain, was then stretched across the. Haf- 
“ hour: but a Boat came from the Russian 
“ Admiral’s Ship, into which he put the 
“ Eady, and accompanied her, himself,, safe 
“ on board. 

“ On the ensuing Morning, when Orloflf 
“ came on shore, he proceeded to my House. 
“ His Eyes were violently inflamed, arid his 
“ whole Countenance betrayed much agita- 
“ tion. Without explaining to me the cause 
“ or the reason of this Disorder, he owned 
“ that he had passed a very unpleasant 
“ Night; and he requested me to let him 
“ have some of the most amusing Books in 
“ my Library, in order to divert the Lady who 
“ was on board his Ship. I never saw her 
“ again : but, 1 know that soon afterwards, 
“ she was sent by Alexis, in a Frigate, to 
“ Cronstadt; where, without being ever land- 
“ ed, she was transferred up the Neva, to 
“ the Fortress of Schlusselbourg, at the 
“ mouth of the lake Ladoga. Catherine 
“ there confined her, in the very room that 
“ Peter the Third had caused to be con- 
“ structed, with intent to shut up herself in 
“ it. The Lady unquestionably died in that 
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u Prison, of Chagrin; but she was not dro wn- 
“ ed by the water of the Neva coming into 
44 her Apartment, as is asserted in 44 La Vie 
“ de Catherine Seconded 

44 Having stated to you,” continued Sir 
John Dick, 44 these Circumstances, [ will now 
44 inform you, who, and of what description, 
44 was the lady in question. Far from being, 
u as is pretended, a Daughter of Elizabeth, 
44 Empress of Russia, her father was a Baker 
44 of Nuremberg in Franconia. If, on this 
44 point, my Testimony should appear to you 
44 doubtful or suspicious, the present Mar- 
4 * grave of Anspach, who is in this Country, 
44 and who knew her well, is ready to testify 
44 the same fact. She was a Woman of plea- 
44 sure, during a short time, both in Paris, 
44 and here in London; at which last men- 
44 tioned City, she had picked up a few 
44 Words of English. Prince Nicholas Rad- 
44 zivil, who was driven out of Poland by 
44 the Russians, having met with her, made 
44 her his Mistress, and carried her with him 
44 into Italy. In order to revenge himself on 
44 Catherine, who had expelled him from his 
44 native Country, and confiscated his im- 
44 mense Estates in Lithuania, he resolved 
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“ on calling her the Princess Tarrakanoff, 
“ pretending that she was Elizabeth’s Daugh- 
“ ter. Such she was in fact considered to 
“ be by many who saw her; and the report 
“ acquiring strength, soon reached Peters- 
“ burgh. Catherine, naturally alarmed at 
“ the existence of a Female Pretender, who 
“ might lay claim to the very Throne of Rus- 
“ sia; and being informed that Prince Rad- 
“ zivil asserted her right to the Empire, as 
“ a legitimate Daughter of Elizabeth by 
“ Razoumoffsky, to whom she had been 
“ secretly married; thought that not a Mo- 
“ ment was to be lost, in securing the person 
“ of so dangerous a rival. She issued private 
“ Orders therefore to Alexis OrlofF, enjoining 
“ him to gain possession of the pretended 
“ Princess, at all events, and by every pos- 
“ sible means, either of money, or of violence. 
“ To so great a height did the Empress’s 
“ Apprehensions rise, that Orloff avowed to 
“ me, he had received the positive commands 
“ of her Majesty, to pursue her even to 
“ Ragusa, if necessary; where it was un- 
“ derstood she had retired ; to demand her 
“ from the Government of that small Repub- 
“ lie; and if they should refuse to give her 
“ up, to bombard the City, and to lay it in 
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* Ashes. But, Alexis found means to en- 
4i trap, or to entice her, without either dis- 
“ turbance or hostility. He treated her as 
“ his Mistress, while he resided at Pisa, and 
“ while she lay on board his Ship at Leg- 
“ horn. These are all the Particulars that I 
“ know relative to her, and all the share that 
“ I had in her Detention, or her Misfortunes.” 

It is probable that this recital, however 
natural and plausible it may appear, or how¬ 
ever true it may be in point of fact, will 
nevertheless by no means carry conviction 
to every mind. I confess, that it neither 
produced that Sentiment in me, at the time 
when Sir John Dick related it; nor, on the 
fullest consideration, am I thoroughly per¬ 
suaded that the Person in question, was not 
the Daughter of Elizabeth. It seems to be 
universally admitted, and 1 have always 
been so assured, that the Empress did pri¬ 
vately espouse Razoumoffsky; that she had 
by him, between the years 1740 and 1745» 
various children ; one of whom was brought 
up, and called the Princess or Countess Tar- 
rakanoff. Prince Radzivil might, as is as¬ 
serted in “ La Vie de Catherine Seconded 
have contrived means to c^rry her off; and 
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after accompanying her to Rome, might there 
have quitted or deserted her. It is unques¬ 
tionable, even by Sir John Pick’s Account, 
that Catherine dreaded her ; and that Orloff, 
by her Orders, decoyed, ensnared, and made 
himself master of the person of this unfor¬ 
tunate Female. But, that in order to effect 
his base and barbarous Purpose, Orloff 
actually married her, or pretended so to do; 
that she passed several Days under Sir John 
Pick’s roof, in amusement and dissipation ~ 
that “ the Consul, his Wife, and the Wife of 
“ Rear Admiral Greig, took their seats by 
“ her in the Barge, which conveyed her on 
“ board the Russian Squadron;” finally, that 
a British Consul would dishonor himself, his 
Sovereign, and his Nation, by openly facili¬ 
tating so perfidious an Act;—all these Asser¬ 
tions of Castera, and many others relative 
to her treatment on board OrlofFs Ship, 
appear to me wholly undeserving of credit. 
They are, indeed, completely disproved by 
§ir John Pick’s Narrative to me, unless we 
suppose him utterly devoid of Truth and Ho¬ 
nor. On the other hand, that he should have 
remained silent under such a Charge, made 
in the face of all Europe, without attempting 
to repel, or to disprove it, in as public a man- 
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ner, as it was brought forward; seems almost 
like a negative admission of its Veracity. 
His denial of the Accusation, given in private 
Conversation to me, could not redeem his 
Character to the World at large. Sir John, 
we may likewise remember, lay under per¬ 
sonal- Obligations to Catherine the Second, 
who had conferred on him one of the Russian 
Orders of Knighthood; and from his Con¬ 
nexion with whom, while OrlofF lay at Leg¬ 
horn with her Fleet, he had derived great 
pecuniary Advantages. The manner in which 
Alexis treated him, by bringing to his House 
a Stranger, without previously soliciting Per¬ 
mission ; whom he never announced to Sir 
John, or to his Wife, by name; and with 
whom he lived as his Mistress;—these Facts 
seem to imply great subservience on the part 
of the British Consul; and will probably in¬ 
duce us to pause, before we give implicit 
belief to his Assertions. I leave, however, 
the decision on this point, to every man’s 
own Opinion. 

But, was the Lady in question, the Daugh¬ 
ter of Elizabeth, or not? It seems to me im¬ 
possible, for want of Evidence, to reply satis¬ 
factorily to the question. I confess however, 
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that I think it more probable She should have 
been, as Sir John Dick asserted, a German 
Woman, whom Prince Radzivil had instruct¬ 
ed, or induced, to assume the Name and Ti¬ 
tle of Princess Tarrakanoff. It is even very 
difficult altogether to condemn the Empress 
Catherine, for endeavouring to get possession 
of her person. For, had She passed over to 
Ragusa, and from thence into the Ottoman 
Dominions, she would have been, when once 
in the hands of the Turks, with'whom Russia 
was at war, a most dangerous Competitor to 
the Throne. We must recollect, that Cathe¬ 
rine herself had attained the Imperial Dignity 
by a Revolution, and the consequent Destruc¬ 
tion of her Husband, without any right of 
Descent. To Her , an Impostress was nearly 
as formidable, as a rightful Pretender to the 
Crown. The History of the false Demetrius, 
in the Beginning of the seventeenth Century, 
so famous in the Muscovite Annals, might 
justly inspire her with apprehension. Simi¬ 
lar Scenes might be renewed under her own 
Reign, in the interior of that vast Empire. 
Pugatcheff had long been considered, by a 
great part of the Russian People, as the Em¬ 
peror Peter the Third. These Considerations 
must, at least in a political point of view, 
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justify Catherine for taking measures to pre¬ 
vent the Lady in question, from being made 
an instrument in the hands of vindictive or 
ambitious individuals, to accomplish their 
projects of Vengeance against herself. In the 
•eyes of Morality and of Humanity, the whole 
Reign and Administration of that Empress, 
however brilliant and imposing it may appear 
through the medium of Voltaire’s, or of the 
Prince de Ligne’s Writings, cannot bear a 
close Examination, or support a severe Scru¬ 
tiny. 

The first Grand Duchess of Russia, Wil- 
helmina, Princess of Hesse Darmstadt, who, 
on her Marriage with the Grand Duke Paul, 
assumed the Name of Natalia Alexiewna; 
perished, like the pretended Princess Tarra- 
kanoff, in the Prime of Life, and under Cir¬ 
cumstances that excited at the Time, much 
Commiseration. I have seen the Grand Du¬ 
chess in question, at the Drawing-room at the 
Palace of Peterhoff, in 1774, soon after her 
Marriage. She had been chosen in prefer¬ 
ence to two of her Sisters, who accompani¬ 
ed her on the Journey from Germany to Rus¬ 
sia. Those Princesses must have been very 
deficient in personal Attractions, if Paul’s 
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Selection resulted from her superiority in that 
respect, above her Sisters. I have rarely be¬ 
held a young person less favored by Nature. 
She had a scorbutic Humor in her face, nor 
did her Countenance indicate either intelli¬ 
gence or dignity; but she was said to be 
amiable and pleasing in her Manners. To 
the great Joy of Catherine, as well as of 
the Empire at large, which anxiously ex¬ 
pected the Birth of an Heir, she became 
pregnant in 1775. That she died about two 
Years subsequent to her Marriage, during 
the Confinement incident to her Accouche¬ 
ment, is certain; but, the precise Nature of 
her Death is not well ascertained, and pro¬ 
duced various Reports, some of which were 
injurious to the Empress’s Reputation. I 
have, myself, heard them, while I resided 
at Vienna, from Persons of the highest Dis¬ 
tinction, particularly from iwo Princes of 
Hesse Philipstahl, within three or four Years 
after the Grand Duchess’s Decease: but, I 
believe that they were not entitled to Credit. 
It was likewise generally asserted that the 
Princess in question had formed a strong 
Attachment for one of the handsomest, as 
well as most accomplished young Noblemen 
about the Court of Petersburg!!, with whom 
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she had entered into a Correspondence of a 
delicate Description. The Circumstance 
becoming known to Paul, occasioned Him 
no ordinary Uneasiness. A Fact which seem¬ 
ed to give Probability to the Story, is that 
the Nobleman himself to whom I allude, was 
then resident at Vienna; to which City he 
had been sent, as common Fame affirmed, by 
Catherine, on the complaints of her Son, im¬ 
mediately after the Death of the unfortunate 
Princess in question. I knew him very fami¬ 
liarly, while at Vienna. He since filled the 
post of Envoy from the Empress of Russia, 
at an Italian Court; where he was believed to 
have carried his Temerity, and his Success, 
even higher than he had done at Petersburgh. 
Few Men whom I have ever seen or known, 
were more formed by Nature to be beloved 
by Women. His Figure was advantageous; 
his Manners, though lofty, yet were gay and 
captivating, whenever he desired to conciliate 
good-will; and his Countenance, which some¬ 
what resembled that of a Calmuck, had in 
it nevertheless, an air of great Distinction, 
Spirit, and Intelligence. He had served in 
the Russian Fleet, under Alexis Orloff; was 
present at the memorable Victory of Tschis- 
me, on the coast of Natolia, in 1770, where 
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the Turkish Squadron in that Bay was de¬ 
stroyed; and had acquired, under Admirals 
Elphinstone and Greig, not only a know¬ 
ledge of naval Tactics, but of the English 
language likewise, which he spoke with ad¬ 
mirable ease and fluency. The secret His^ 
tory of the Imperial Family of Russia, from 
the Reign of Peter the First inclusive, down 
to the present Time, has already furnished, 
and will, as it gradually becomes known, 
continue to afford, Matter of the most curious, 
as well as interesting Nature. When we re¬ 
flect that three Emperors, Peter, Ivan, and 
Paul, have successively perished by violent 
Means, within little more than half a Cen¬ 
tury ; and when we consider that this stu¬ 
pendous Empire, embracing so vast a Por¬ 
tion of the Globe, has been governed almost 
exclusively by Women, from the Year 1725, 
down to 1796, including a Space of more 
than seventy Years ;—lastly, when we recol¬ 
lect that of the four Females who have suc¬ 
cessively swayed the Sceptre of Peter the 
Great, two, namely, Catherine the First and 
Second, were Germans or Livonians, uncon¬ 
nected except by Marriage, with the ancient 
Czars or Sovereigns of Muscovy;—when we 
contemplate these Facts, we cannot be sur- 
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prized if this Asiatic Empire, newly assimi¬ 
lated to our European Monarchies and States, 
should present Scenes altogether unlike the 
Manners of London, Paris, or Vienna. 

After the Death of the Grand Duchess, 
Catherine was at least determined to lose no 
time, in providing for her Son a second Wife. 
For this purpose, she applied, almost imme¬ 
diately subsequent to the Decease of the un¬ 
fortunate Natalia Alexiewna, to the great 
Frederic, King of Prussia, requesting him 
to select for Paul, a German Princess, to 
supply the vacancy occasioned in the im¬ 
perial Family. She even sketched out with 
her own Hand, the prominent qualities of 
person and of mind, which .she considered 
as principally requisite in the' object of his 
Choice. This delicate Commission Frederic 
executed with great Ability; and, having ful¬ 
ly ascertained the ground, he recommended 
the Princess Sophia of Wirtemberg to the 
Empress, for her future Daughter-in-law. It 
was perhaps impossible to have made a more 
judicious Selection for such a dangerous 
Eminence, which frequently conducted to a; 
Convent, to Siberia, or to a Grave. She was 
not quite seventeen years of Age; and she 
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possessed, besides the Graces of youth, per¬ 
sonal Attractions, well calculated to retain 
the Grand Duke’s Affections. Her Under¬ 
standing, solid, and her Deportment, blame¬ 
less, secured universal Esteem ; while, at the 
same time, she neither displayed such Ta¬ 
lents, energy of Character, or Ambition, as 
could render her an object of Catherine’s Ap¬ 
prehension. Paul, accompanied by Marshal 
Bomanzoff, whose Victories over the Turks 
have rendered him so justly celebrated, was 
sent by Catherine, in 1776, to Berlin; where 
Frederic, after contributing to procure him 
a Wife, entertained him at Potzdam, in the 
most splendid manner. 

At one of these Entertainments, given, if I 
recollect right, in the new Palace near Sans 
Souci; in the midst of the Dinner, a large 
piece of the Ceiling fell down on the Table* 
involving the room and the Company in dust, 
confusion, and astonishment: not unlike the 
Accident which Fundanius relates as hap¬ 
pening at Nasidienus’s Supper. The King, 
with admirable presence of mind, instantly 
throwing his Arms round Paul, who sat next 
him, held the Grand Duke closely embraced, 
without suffering him to stir, till the Cause, 
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as well as the Consequences of the Disaster, 
were ascertained. When it was discovered to 
have arisen only from a defect in the plaister 
of the Ceiling, and to have been altogether 
casual, a Courier was immediately dispatch¬ 
ed to Petersburgh, stating the particulars to 
Catherine; assuring her at the same time, 
that her Son was in perfect safety. We can¬ 
not help admiring the quickness of Frede¬ 
ric’s perception, which, ignorant as he was 
from what cause so unusual and alarming an 
Event originated, led him, without a Mo¬ 
ment’s delay, to participate the Danger and 
the Misfortune, if such existed, with the 
Grand Duke. In fact, they must have pe¬ 
rished together, if they perished at all. The 
malignity of Mankind would unquestionably 
have suspected or attributed Treachery of 
some kind, had any fatal Accident, in which 
the King was not enveloped, befallen his 
Guest. Frederic, by his promptitude, ob¬ 
viated the possibility of misrepresentation; 
either at Petersburgh, or in any other of the 
Courts of Europe. 

During the first ten or fifteen years of the 
Reign of Catherine the Second, it was com¬ 
monly believed ; and in Poland, where Men 
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ventured to state their Opinions in Conversa¬ 
tion, with more freedom than they dared to 
do in Russia, I have heard it often main¬ 
tained in private Society; that the Grand 
Duke Paul would, sooner or later, disap¬ 
pear, as Peter the Third did in 1762, and as 
the unfortunate Emperor Ivan did in 1764. 
If Catherine had dreaded her Son, such an 
Event might have been not impossible : but 
she knew him, and did not fear him. The 
strongest mark of her superiority to all ap¬ 
prehension from his machinations, or efforts 
to ascend the Russian Throne before his 
time, was the permission' which she gave 
him to travel over Germany,. France, and 
Italy. Peter the First never extended such 
a Degree of Emancipation to his Son, the 
Czarowitz Alexis. Paul was accompanied 
on his Tour, by the Grand Duchess, for 
whom he then manifested the utmost fond¬ 
ness; though the testimonies which he gave 
her of his affection, were not always regula¬ 
ted by delicacy or propriety. Sir William 
Hamilton told me, that when Paul arrived 
at Naples in 1782, he had the honor to ac¬ 
company the Grand Duke and Duchess, 
on their Excursions round that City; in Or¬ 
der to view Portici, Pompeii, and the other 
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principal objects of Curiosity visited by Tra¬ 
vellers. “ The first time,” said Sir William, 
that I was with them in a Coach, we had 
“ not proceeded far, when Paul, as if un- 
f 1 conscious that I was present, throwing his 
“ Arms about the Grand Duchess, began to 
“ kiss her with as much warmth, as he. could 
f* have shewn if they had been alone, and 
newly married. I was somewhat embarr 
“ rassed at this unusual display of matrimo- 
“ nial Attachment, hardly knowing which 
“ way to direct my view; for there was no 
“ other person with us in the Carriage: and 
“ as 1 sat opposite to their Imperial High- 
“ nesses, ,1 could not easily avoid seeing all 
“ * that passed, though I affected to look 
“ through the glass, at the objects without. 
££ At length, the Grand Duke addressing 
“ himself to me, said, £ Monsieur Le <Cheva- 
“ Her, J'aime beaucoup ma Femme? It was 
“• impossible not to credit the Assertion, after 
“the proofs which he had just exhibited. 
“ But we had not proceeded a Mile fur- 
“ ther, when he recommenced the same 
“ demonstrations of Attachment, which he 
repeated many times before we arrived at 
Portici: usually observing to me, each 
“ lime, £ V.otis voyez que J’aime bpmicoyp 
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“ ma Femme' I could only express my sa- 
“ tisfaction at his Felicity, concealing my as- 
“ tonishment at the Testimonies of it which 
“ 1 had witnessed.” It would have been hap¬ 
py for this violent and infatuated Prince, if 
he had never ascended the Russian Throne, 
but had always continued in the state of po¬ 
litical Annihilation to which his Mother had 
reduced him, and in which she retained him 
to the end of her life. 

The pretended Princess Tarrakanoff, and 
the first Grand Duchess of Russia, were not 
the only Females of high rank, who expired 
by a premature Death, under Catherine’s 
Reign. Augusta Caroline, eldest Daughter 
of the late celebrated Duke of Brunswic- 
Wolfenbuttel, who fell at Auerstadt in 1806, 
is supposed to have perished in a manner 
equally mysterious. This Princess, who 
was born towards the end of the year 1764; 
before she attained the Age of sixteen, was 
married to the Prince of Wirtemberg, since 
elevated by Bonaparte to the Dignity of a 
King. He was then about twenty-six years 
old, and might be considered as eventual 
presumptive Heir to his Uncle, the reigning 
Duke of Wirtemberg, Charles Eugene, who 
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had no Issue. When I was at the Court of 
Bruns wic, in the Autumn of 1777, at which 
time the Princess was near thirteen, I saw 
her more than once, in the Apartments of her 
Mother. She had a very fair Complexion, 
light Hair, pleasing Features, and an interest¬ 
ing Figure. Some years after her Marriage, 
she accompanied the Prince her Husband 
into Russia, when he entered into the mili¬ 
tary Service of that Crown; to the Heir of 
which, as has been already stated, his Sister 
was married. They resided during some 
time at Petersburgh, or in other parts of the 
Russian Empire; but in 1787 he quitted Ca¬ 
therine’s Service and Dominions; leaving 
his Wife behind, of whose conduct, it was 
asserted, he had great reason to complain. 
They had then three Children living, two 
Sons arid a Daughter, whom the Empress 
permitted him to take away, when he with¬ 
drew from her Employ; but she retained the 
Princess under her own Protection. At the 
end of a year or two, it was notified to the 
Prince of Wirtemberg, as well as to the 
Duke of Bruns wic, by order of the Empress, 
that the Consort of the one, and the Daugh¬ 
ter of the other, was no more. The Duke, 
her Father, immediately demanded in the 
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mdst ptes^ing terms, that her Body might 
Be delivered up to him: but this request 
was never granted, nor did he even receive 
any sudh authentic proofs of her Decease, 
and still less of the Circumstances attending 
it, as could satisfy him on the subject. 
Doubts were not only entertained whether 
she died a natural Death, but it remained 
questionable whether she did not still sur¬ 
vive, ahd was not existing in Siberia, or in 
the Polat Deserts; like many other illustri¬ 
ous Exiles of her own Family, who had been 
banished thither by the Emptess Elizabeth, 
when fehe ascended the Throne in 1741* on 
the Deposition of Ivan. 

In May, 1797, the Princess Royal of Eng¬ 
land was married to the Prince of Wirtem- 
berg; who, before the conclusion of that year, 
became Duke, by the decease of Frederic 
Eugene his Father. Early in the Summer 
of 1798, a Gentleman conversing with me oil 
the subject of the first Princess of Wirtem- 
berg’s Death, assured me that he had sefen 
and perused all the papers relative to her Iiii- 
prisonmeiit and Decease; tvhich, at the de¬ 
sire of th : e Prince himself, and by his Au¬ 
thority, had been transmitted to George the 
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Third; who, after a full inspection of them, 
became perfectly convinced of his having 
had no part, direct or indirect, in that dark 
and melancholy Transaction. 

“ Frederic William, reigning Duke of 
“ Wirtemberg,” said he, “ entered when 
“ young, as is well known, into the Prussian 
“ Service. Old Frederic liked and distin- 
“ guished him. Wishing to attach him to the 
“ House of Brandenburgh by permanent 
“ ties, and considering him as a man of pro- 
“ mising Abilities, the King himself set on 
“ foot, and finally concluded his Marriage 
“ with the eldest Daughter of his own fa- 
“ vorite Nephew and General, the Duke of 
“ Brunswic. This Event took place in 1780. 
“ About five years afterwards, Frederic 
“ being disposed to form a second Alliance 
“ with the Family of Wirtemberg, by marry- 
“ ing his great Nephew, the present King of 
“ Prussia, as soon as his age would allow, 
“ with the Princess Elizabeth, Sister to the 
“ Prince; dispatched him to Petersburgh 
“ for that purpose. His Instructions were, 
“ to apply to his Sister the Grand Duchess, 
“ for the exertion of her influence at the 
“ Court of Stutgard, in order to prevail on 
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V the Duke to promise his Niece to the 
“ eventual Heir of the Prussian Monarchy. 
“ This Negotiation was however rendered 
“ unsuccessful, by the demand which the 
“ Emperor Joseph the Second made about 

V the same time, of the Princess Elizabeth 
“ of Wirtemberg, for his Nephew, Francis, 
“ hereditary Prince of Tuscany, now Em- 
“ peror of Austria; a Marriage whichwvas 
“ actually accomplished early in 1788. 

“ When the Prince of Wirtemberg arrived 
“ in the Capital of the Russian Empire, this 
“ Austrian Alliance was already settled; or 
“ at least, was too far advanced in its Pro- 
“ gress, to be overturned by his interference. 
“ After making therefore every effort in his 
“ power, through the Grand Duchess, to 
“prevent its Accomplishment; and finding 
“ these Exertions fruitless, he returned to 
“ Potzdam. Whether Frederic suspected 
“ any duplicity or insincerity on his part; 
“ or, whether it was the result merely of 
“ Disappointment; it is certain that he re- 
“ ceived the Prince very coldly: and the 
“ Empress of Russia having soon afterwards 
“ invited him into her Service, he quitted 
“ that of Prussia, and revisited Fetersburgh. 



MEMOIRS. 


217 


“ She employed him in the war that began in 
“ 1787 against the Turks; and he command- 
“ ed one of the three Armies which took 

the field. The Van, consisting of forty 
“ thousand Men, was entrusted to him. He 
“ is said to have displayed great military Ta- 
“ lent, to have distinguished himself much, 
“ and to have rendered essential Services to 
“ Catherine. 

“ At the time that he entered the Russian 
“ Service, he carried the Princess his Wife 
“ with him to Petersburgh, as well as the two 
“ Sons and Daughter which she had brought 
“ him. Being in the flower of her youth, 
“ endowed with many amiable qualities of 
“ mind and of deportment, she soon became 
“ a Favorite of Catherine; in whose Society 
“ and intimate Confidence she occupied a 
“ distinguished place. It can hardly how- 
“ ever excite Astonishment, that such an in- 
“ tercourse should have been calculated to 
“ ’corrupt her Morals. The Court and Pa- 
“ lace of the Empress, were Scenes of dissi- 
“ pation and licentiousness. Yet, when the 
“ Prince went to serve against the Turks, he, 
“ of. necessity, left his Wife exposed to all 
“ these Temptations. In effect, during his 
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“ absence, she conducted herself so impru- 
“ dently, that when he returned, after the 
“ Conclusion of the Campaign, to Peters- 
“ burgh, he found himself compelled to 
“ adopt some strong Measures respecting 
“ her. Being placed in this painful situa- 
“ tion, he wrote to her Father, the Duke of 
** Brunswic, informing him of his. Daughter’s 
“ misconduct, and consulting him on the 
'* mode of action proper to be pursued under 
“ those Circumstances. It was agreed be- 
“ tween them, that as a preliminary step, 
“ she should be removed out of Russia; and 
“ the Prince accordingly demanded Cathe- 
“ rine’s permission to quit her Dominions, 
“ together with his Wife and his family. The 
“ Empress allowed him to retire, and to take 
“ with him his Children; but she perempto- 
“ rily refused to permit him to carry his 
“ Consort back to Germany. All remon- 
“ strance proving vain, the Princess there- 
“ fore remained behind, and he quitted 
“ Petersburgh, with his sons and daughter, 
“ to return to Wirtemberg. 

“ About a fortnight after bis Departure, 
“ the Princess, without any reason assigned, 
“ was sent by Order of Catherine, to the 
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“ Castle of Lhode, about two hundred Miles 
“ from Petersburgh; but, in what part or 
“ Province of that vast Empire, I am unable 
“ to assert. There, it seems, under close 
“ Confinement, she remained about eighteen 
“ Months: but, all her German Attendants, 
“ male and fetnale, were withdrawn from her. 
“At the end of that time, the Prince re- 
“ eeived letters frorii the Empress, informing 
“ him that his wife was dead of a Hemor - 
“ rhage. Siitiilar Information was conveyed 
“ bj> Catherine, to the Duke of Brunswic, 
“ the unfortunate Princess’s Father. No Par- 
“ ticulars were stated; nor, as far as appears, 
“ were any other Circumstances ever known 
“ respecting her. Thus situated, the Duke 
“ of Brunswic, conscious that he could nei* 
“ ther bring his Daughter to life, nor call the 
“ Empress to account, acquiesced patiently 
“ in the Calamity: but, during some, years, 
“ he did not communicate to the Duchess his 
“ Wife, the intelligence of her Daughter’s 
“ Death. She therefore remaining in igno- 
“ ranee of the Catastrophe, continued to be- 
“ lieve that the Princess was still confined at 
“ Lhode, or existing somewhere in the De- 
“ serts of Russia. The Duchess used even 
“ to speak of her, as being alive in Siberia;; 
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“ and this fact will account for the universa- 
“ lity of the report.” 

If the Account given me by Sir John 
Dick, relative to the supposed Princess Tar- 
rakanoff, left many Circumstances obscure 
and unexplained in the history of that Female; 
it must be owned that, after considering, this 
Narrative, no less uncertainty still pervades 
the story of the Princess of Wirtemberg. It 
is natural to ask, why did Catherine cause 
the Princess to be imprisoned? Her Gal¬ 
lantries, however culpable or notorious they 
might be, yet constituted no Crime against 
the Empress of Russia ; who exhibited in 
her own Conduct, an example of emancipa¬ 
tion from all restraint and decorum on the ar¬ 
ticle of female irregularities of Deportment. 
It was the Prince her Husband, whom she 
had dishonoured and incensed. What proof 
is adduced, except assertion, that he did 
not know of the intentions of Catherine to 
confine and banish her ? In the case of the 
two Emperors, Peter the Third, and Ivan; 
as well as in the instance of the pretended 
Princess Tarrakanoff; the motives which 
might impel Her to deprive them of life, are 
pbvious. Rut, none such appear in the in-= 
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stance before us. There are, moreover, other 
Particulars which may lead us to hesitate in 
forming a decisive Opinion on the subject 
The Death of the Princess of Wirtemberg at 
Lhode, was announced and stated in alb the 
German Almanacks, printed by Authority, 
to have taken place on “ the 27th Septem- 
“ ber, 1788.” Her Husband remained a Wi¬ 
dower, near eight years after that event, be¬ 
fore he aspired to the. Hand of the Princess 
Royal of Great Britain. During so long a 
period of time, he seems to have adopted no 
Measures for repelling the calumnious re¬ 
ports circulated all over Europe; reports 
which, however false, (and such I esteem 
them to have been,) yet had made the most 
unfavourable impression, even in England. 
George the Third became indeed perfectly 
convinced of his innocence, before he con¬ 
sented . to the union of the Prince with his 
eldest Daughter. But, though the King yield¬ 
ed to the undeniable proofs brought upon this 
point, yet, from paternal Fondness or Solici¬ 
tude, he did it with reluctance. So far, in¬ 
deed, was he from pushing forward the Alli¬ 
ance, that 1 know from good Authority, he of¬ 
fered the Princess, after all the Preliminaries 
were adjusted, and the Marriage was fixed, to 
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break it off, if she chose to decline it; taking 
on himself personally, the whole responsibi¬ 
lity of its failure. Over the precise nature 
of the first Princess of Wirtemberg’s Illness 
and Death, a deep or impenetrable Veil is 
drawn. We must leave it to Time to unfold, 
if it does not rather remain, as is more pro¬ 
bable, for ever problematical. 

Before I quit this subject, I cannot help 
remarking, that during the course of the 
eighteenth Century, the Family of Brunswic, 
in its different Branches, produced no less 
than five Princesses, who exhibited in suc¬ 
cession, the most conspicuous examples of 
human Infelicity. The first of them was 
Sophia of Brunswic Zell, parried to George 
the First; who, for her alledged, but un¬ 
proved Gallantries with Count Konigsmark, 
was confined during near forty years, at the 
sequestered Seat or Castle of Ahlden, in the 
Electorate of Hanover, where she expired 
in 1726. Charlotte-Christina of Brunswic 
BlancJcenberg, who espoused in 1711, the 
Czarowitz Alexis, only son of Peter the 
Great; a>-Princess endowed by Nature with 
almost every amiable and'• estimable quality 
of Body and of Mind; equally beautiful and 
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virtuous ; fell a Victim, in the flower of her 
youth, to the ferocious Treatment that she 
experienced from her Husband. She died at 
Petersburgh, in Child-bed, at twenty-one 
years of age, in 1715; or at least, She dis¬ 
appeared for her Death has been con¬ 
tested in the strongest manner: lamented by 
the whole Empire, except by Alexis, whose 
brutal Character rendered him incapable of 
appreciating her value. Brunswic Wolfenbut- 
tel furnished the next Instance, in the person 
of Elizabeth, married in 1765, to the late 
King of Prussia, then only Prince Royal; 
divorced four years afterwards, for her Irre¬ 
gularities; confined at Stettin, where I have 
seen her in 1774; and relative to whose pri¬ 
vate History I could state from high Autho¬ 
rity, the most minute, as well as curious 
Particulars, if I were not restrained by Mo¬ 
tives of Respect and Delicacy towards the 
illustrious Persons who are connected with 
Her by Descent, or by Alliance. I believe 
She still survives, forgotten and unknown, in 
some part of the Prussian Dominions; after 
having witnessed the temporary Subversion 
of her own House, and the Calamities in¬ 
flicted on that of Brandenburgh, by Bona¬ 
parte. Caroline Matilda of Brunswic Liir 
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nenburgh , posthumous Daughter of Frederic, 
late Prince of Wales, and sister of George 
the Third, is the Fourth in this Enumeration. 
To Her I had the Honor of being well 
known, have dined frequently at her Table, 
and was employed by Her during the Year 
preceding her Decease, in conducting Ne¬ 
gotiations of the deepest Importance to her 
future Greatness, as well as Felicity. Ba¬ 
nished by a Revolution, from Denmark, in 
1772, effected in the name of Christian the 
Seventh, her imbecile Husband; She only 
survived it about three years, terminating 
her short Career, in the prime of life, at Zell, 
in 1775. Augusta Caroline of Brunswic 
Wolfenbuttel , whose melancholy History, 
and whose ambiguous End, we have been 
surveying, continues, but does not terminate 
the List. It must be esteemed, singular, that 
in the lapse of scarcely a hundred years, 
such a Fatality should seem to have marked, 
and still to pursue, so many Females of that 
illustrious Family. 

In the Autumn of 1778, 1 visited Dresden 
for the second time: a Court which was ren¬ 
dered peculiarly agreeable to the English at 
that period, by the hospitality and polished 
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Manners of His Majesty’s Minister to Sax¬ 
ony, Sir John Stepney; one of the finest 
Gentlemen who have been employed on fo¬ 
reign Missions, during the course of the prer 
sent Reign. Dresden was then a place where 
the Illumines had made a deep and general 
impression on the public Mind; Schrepfer 
having chosen it, only a few years earlier, 
for the scene of his famous Exhibition of the 
Apparition of the Chevalier de Saxe. Hav¬ 
ing given in a former work, some account of 
that extraordinary Imposition, I shall not re¬ 
sume the subject here; but I cannot help re¬ 
lating another somewhat similar Story, which 
was told me during my residence in Dres¬ 
den, by the Count de Felkesheim. He was a 
Livonian Gentleman, settled in Saxony, of a 
very improved Understanding, equally supe¬ 
rior to Credulity, as to Superstition. Being 
together on an Excursion of Pleasure, in the 
Month of October, 1778, and our Discourse 
accidentally turning on the Character and 
Performances of Schrepfer; “ I have con¬ 
versed,” said he to me, “ with several of the 
“ Individuals who were present at the Scene 
“ of the Spectre or Phantom, presented by 
“ him in the Gallery of the Palace of the 
“ Duke of Courland. They all agreed in 
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“ their account, of the leading particulars. 
“ Though I do not pretend to explain by 
“ what process or Machinery, that Business 
“ was conducted, I have always considered 
“ him as an artful Impostor, and his audience 
M as Dupes. Yet am I not so decidedly scep- 
“ tical on the possibility of supernatural Ap- 
“ pearances, as to treat them with ridicule, 
“ because they may seem to be unphiloso- 
“ phical. I received my Education in the 
“ University of Konigsberg, where I enjoyed 
“ the advantage of attending Lectures in 
“ Ethics and Moral Philosophy, delivered 
“ by a Professor who was esteemed a very 
“ superior man in those Branches of Science. 
“ He had, nevertheless, though an Ecclesi- 
“ astic, the reputation of being tinctured 
“ with incredulity on various points con- 
“ nected with revealed Religion. When 
“ therefore it became necessary for him, in 
“ the course of his Lectures, to treat on the 
“ nature of Spirit, as detached from Matter; 
“ to discuss the Immortality of the Soul; 
“ and to enter on the Doctrine of a JFu- 
“ ture State; I listened with more than or- 
“ dinary attention, to his Opinions. In speak- 
“ ing of all these mysterious Subjects, there 
“ appeared to me to be so visible an embar- 
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“ rassment, both in his language and his ex- 
“ pressions, that I felt the strongest Curio- 
“ sity to question him further respecting 
“ them. Finding myself alone with him 
“ soon afterwards, I ventured to state to 
“ him my remarks on his Deportment, and I 
“ entreated him to tell me if they were well 
“ founded, or only imaginary Suggestions.” 

“ The Hesitation which you noticed,” an¬ 
swered he, “ resulted from the conflict that 
“ takes place within me, when I am at- 
“ tempting to convey my ideas on a subject, 
“ where my understanding is at variance 
“ with the testimony of my senses. I am, 
“ equally from reason and reflection, disposed 
“ to consider with incredulity and contempt, 
“ the existence of Apparitions. But, an 
“ Appearance which I have witnessed with 
“ my own Eyes, as far as they, or any of the 
“ perceptions can be confided in; and which 
“ has even received a sort of subsequent 
“ confirmation, from other circumstances 
“ connected with the original fact, leaves me 
“ in that state of Scepticism and Suspense 
“ which pervaded my Discourse. 1 will 
“ communicate to you its cause. Having 
“ been brought up to the Profession of the 
Q 2 
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“ Church, I was presented by Frederic Wil- 
“ liam the First, late King* of Prussia, to a 
“ small Benefice situated in the interior of 
“ the Country, at a considerable distance 
“ South of Konigsberg. I repaired thither, 
“ in order to take possession of my Living; 
“ and found a very neat Parsonage House, 
“ where I passed the Night in the Bed- 
“ chamber which had been occupied by 
“ my predecessor. It was in the longest 
“ Days of Summer; and on the following 
“ Morning, which was Sunday, while lying 
“ awake, the Curtains of the Bed being un- 
“ drawn, and it being broad day-light, I be- 
“ held the figure of a Man, habited in a sort 
“ of loose Gown, standing at a reading Desk, 
“ on which lay a large Book, the leaves of 
“ which he appeared to turn over at inter- 
“ vals. On each side of him stood a little 
“ Boy, in whose faces he looked earnestly 
“ from time to time; and as he looked, he 
“ seemed always to heave a deep Sigh. His 
“ Countenance, pale and disconsolate, indi- 
“ cated severe distress of mind. I had the 
“ most perfect view of these Objects; but, 

“ being impressed with too much terror and 
“ apprehension to rise, Or to address myself 
“ to the appearances before me, I remained 
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<£ for some Minutes, a silent and breathless 
“ Spectator, without uttering a word, or al- 
£< tering my position. At length, the Man 
“ closed the Book, and then taking the two 
“ Children, one in each Hand, he led them 
“ slowly across the room ; my Eyes eagerly 
<£ following him, till the three figures gradu- 
“ ally disappeared, or were lost behind an 
££ iron Stove, which stood at the farthest 
i£ Corner of the Apartment. 

££ However deeply and awfully I was af- 
£< fected by the sight which I had witnessed, 
££ and however incapable I was of explaining 
££ it to my own satisfaction, yet I recovered 
££ sufficiently the possession of my mind, to 
<£ get up; and having hastily dressed myself* 
££ I left the House. The Sun was long risen, 
££ and directing my steps to the Church, I 
££ found that it was open; but, the Sexton 
££ had quitted it, and on entering the Chancel 
<£ my Mind and Imagination were so strongly 
££ impressed by the Scene which had recently 
<£ passed, that I endeavoured to dissipate 
££ the recollection, by considering the Objects 
££ around me. In almost all the Lutheran 
“ Churches of the Prussian Dominions, it is 
“ an established usage to hang up against 
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“ the walls of some part of the Building, the 
“ Portraits of the successive Pastors or Cler- 
“ gymen who have held the Living. A num- 
“ ber of these Paintings, rudely performed, 
“ were suspended in one of the Aisles. But 
“ I had no sooner fixed my Eyes on the last 
“ in the range, which was the Portrait of my 
“ immediate predecessor, than they became 
“ rivetted to the object; as T instantly re- 
“ cognized the same face which I had beheld 
“ in my Bed-chamber, though not clouded 
“ by the same deep expression of Melancholy 
“ or Distress. 

“ The Sexton entered, as I was still con- 
“ templating this interesting Head, and I im- 
“ mediately began a Conversation with him, 
“ on the subject of the persons who had pre- 
“ ceded me in the Living. He remembered 
“ several Incumbents, concerning whom, re- 
“ spectively, I made various inquiries, till I 
“ concluded by the last, relative to whose 
“ History I was particularly inquisitive.” 
“ We considered him,” said the Sexton, “ as 
“ one of the most learned and amiable Men 
“ who have ever resided among us. His 
“ Charities and Benevolence endeared him to 
“ all his parishioners, who will long lament 
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his loss. But he was carried off in the 
“ middle of his Days, by a lingering illness, 
“ the cause of which has given rise to many 
“ unpleasant reports among us, and which 
“ still forms matter of Conjecture. It is 
“ however commonly believed, that he died 
.“of a broken Heart.” My Curiosity being 
still more warmly excited by the mention 
“ of this circumstance, I eagerly pressed him 
“ to disclose to me what he knew or had 
“ heard On the subject. “ Nothing respecting 
“ it,”answered he, “is absolutely known; but 
“ Scandal had propagated a story of his 
“ having formed a criminal Connexion with 
“ a young Woman of the neighbourhood, by 
“ whom, it was even asserted, that he had 
“ two Sons. As a confirmation of the report, 
“ I know that there, certainly were two Cliil- 
“ dren, who have been seen at the parsonage; 
“ Boys of about four or five years old. But, 
“ they suddenly disappeared, some time be- 
“ fore the decease of their supposed Father; 
“ though to what place they are sent, or what 
“ is become of them, we are wholly ignorant. 
“ It is equally certain, that the Surmises and 
“ unfavorable Opinions formed respecting 
“ this mysterious Business, which must ne- 
pes§a,rily have reached him, precipitated, 
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“ if they' did not produce, the Disorder of 
“ which our late Pastor died: but he is 
“ gone to his account, and we are bound to 
“ think charitably of the departed.” 

“ It is unnecessary to say with what Emo- 
“ tions 1 listened to this relation, which re- 
“ called to my Imagination, and seemed to 
“ give proof of the Existence, of all that I 
“ had seen. Yet, unwilling to suffer my 
“mind to become enslaved by Phantoms 
“ which might have been the effect of error 
“ or deception, I neither communicated to 
“ the Sexton, the Circumstance which I 
“ had just witnessed, nor even permitted 
“ myself to quit the Chamber where it had 
“ taken place. I continued to lodge there, 
“ without ever again witnessing any similar 
“ Appearance; and the recollection itself 
“ insensibly began to wear away as the 
“ Autumn advanced. When the approach 
“ of Winter rendered it necessary to light 
“ fires through the House, I ordered the iron 
“ Stove that stood in the room, behind 
“ which, the figure which I had beheld, to- 
“ gether with the two Boys, seemed to dis- 
“ appear, to be heated for the purpose of 
“ warming the Apartment. Some difficulty 
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44 was experienced in making the attempt, 
“ the Stove not only smoking intolerably, 
44 but, emitting a most offensive Smell. Hav- 
44 ing, therefore, sent for a Blacksmith to 
“ inspect and repair it, he discovered in the 
44 inside, at the farthest extremity, the Bones 
44 of two small human Bodies, corresponding 
44 perfectly in size, as well as in other re- 
44 spects, with the description given me by 
44 the Sexton, of the two Boys who had been 
44 seen at the parsonage. This last Circum- 
44 stance completed my astonishment, and 
44 appeared to confer a sort of reality on an 
44 Appearance, which might otherwise have 
44 been considered as a delusion of the Senses. 
44 I resigned the Living, quitted the place, 
44 and returned to Konigsberg: but it has 
44 produced upon my mind the deepest Im- 
44 pression, and has, in its effects, given rise 
44 to that uncertainty and contradiction of 
44 Sentiment which you remarked in my late 
44 Discourse.” Such was Count Felkesheim’s 
Story, which, from its singularity appeared 
to me deserving of Commemoration, in what¬ 
ever Contempt we may justly hold similar 
Anecdotes. 

One of the most interesting portions of my 
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life, was the time that I passed at Naples, in 
the Summer of 1779. Sir William Hamilton, 
His Majesty’s Minister, constituted in him- 
.self the greatest source of entertainment, no 
less than of instruction, which that Capital 
then afforded to Strangers. He honored me 
with his friendship, which he continued to 
the end of his life. In his person, though 
tall and meagre, with a dark Complexion, a 
very aquiline Nose, and a figure, which 
always reminded me of Rolando in “ Gil 
Bias;” he had nevertheless such an air of 
intelligence, blended with distinction in his 
Countenance, as powerfully attracted and 
conciliated every beholder. His Mother, 
Lady Archibald Hamilton, enjoyed, as is 
well known, a very distinguished place in 
the favor of Frederic, late Prince of Wales; 
and Sir William himself was brought up 
from early life, with His present Majesty, to 
whom he became, after his Accession to the 
Crown, an Equerry. At a very early period 
he entered into the Army, and was at the 
Battle of Fontenoy, as well as, I think, at 
that of La Feldt. 

The versatility of Sir William Hamilton’s 
Character, constituted one of the most in- 
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teresting features of his Composition. En¬ 
dowed with a superior understanding, a phi¬ 
losophic mind, and a strong inclination to 
the study of many Branches of Science, or 
of polite letters, which he cultivated with 
distinguished success; he was equally keen 
as a Sportsman, in all the exercises of the 
field. After being actively occupied in stu¬ 
dying the Phenomena of Vesuvius, like the 
Elder Pliny; or in exploring the Antiquities 
of Pompeii and of Stabia, with as much 
Enthusiasm as Pausanias did those of an¬ 
cient Greece; he would pass whole Days, 
and almost Weeks, with the King of Naples, 
either hunting or shooting in the royal 
Woods; or more laboriously engaged in an 
open Boat, exposed to the rays of a burning 
Sun, harpooning fish in the Bay of Castella- 
mare. When beyond seventy years of age, 
he preserved undiminished his love of these 
Sports, particularly of fishing, which he 
followed with great ardor; thus mingling 
pursuits or passions of the Mind and of the 
Body, rarely united in the same Man. I 
have seen him, not more than two years 
before his Decease, perform the “Tarentella;” 
an Apulian Dance, which, as it is undoubt¬ 
edly a copy of the Bacchant Amusements of 
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Antiquity, demanded no slender portion of 
animal strength and spirits. The occasion 
was so remarkable, that I am induced to 
relate the particulars. Intelligence of the 
glorious Victory obtained by the English 
fleet under Lord Nelson, before Copenhagen, 
arrived in London, on Wednesday, the 15th 
of April, 1801. Sir William Hamilton then 
resided opposite the Green Park, in Picca¬ 
dilly. About ten o’clock, that Evening, I 
went to his House, with Sir John Mac- 
pherson. We found assembled there, the 
Dukes of Gordon and Queensberry, Lord 
William Gordon, Monsieur de Calonne, Mr. 
Charles Greville, Sir William’s Nephew; 
the Duke de Noia, a Neapolitan Nobleman; 
Mr. Kemble, the celebrated Comedian, and 
his Wife; the Reverend Mr. Nelson, now 
Earl of that name, with some other persons. 
Lady Hamilton, inspired by the recent Suc¬ 
cess of Lord Nelson against the Danes, of 
which Victory he had transmitted her, with 
his remaining Hand, all the particulars as 
they occurred, from the 1st, up to the 8th of 
April, the Day when the dispatches came 
away; after playing on the Harpsichord, 
and accompanying it with her voice, under* 
took to dance the “ Tarentella.” 
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Sir William began it with her, and main¬ 
tained the Conflict, .for such it might well 
be esteemed, during some Minutes. When 
unable longer to. continue it, the Duke de 
.Noia succeeded to, his place: but lie, too, 
though near forty years younger than Sir 
William, soon gave in, from Extenuation* 
.Lady Hamilton then sent for her own Maid 
servant; who being likewise presently ex¬ 
hausted, after a short time, another female 
Attendant, a Copt, perfectly black, whom 
Lord Nelson had presented her, on his re¬ 
turn from Egypt, relieved her Companion. 
It would be difficult to convey any adequate 
idea of this Dance; but, the Fandango and 
Seguedilla of.the Spaniards, present an image 
of it. Madame de Stael has likewise at* 
tempted to describe it, and has made “ Co- 
rinna” perform it at a Ball, in Rome, with 
the Prince of Amalfi, a Neapolitan, for her 
Partner: but, she has softened down the vo¬ 
luptuous Features that render it too power¬ 
ful over the Imagination and the Senses. 
Yet she admits the “ Melange de Pudeur 
et de Volupte,” inherent in the Exhibition, 
which conveyed an Idea of the Bayaderes 
or Indian dancing Girls. Madame de 
Stael’s “ Corinna” could not be more fami* 
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liar with the Attitudes of the antique Sta¬ 
tues, than was Lady Hamilton; nor more 
capable of transporting the Spectators to 
the Vatican Palace, or to the Medicean Gal¬ 
lery at Florence, by her accurate and pic¬ 
turesque Imitation of the Models there pre¬ 
served, with which she seemed at Times 
to identify herself. Castagnettes, and the 
Tambour de Basque, constitute essential 
Accompaniments of the Performance; which, 
at its Termination, from the physical Exer¬ 
tions necessary, left her in a State of Disso¬ 
lution, like the Delphic Priestess, overcome 
by the Inspiration of Apollo; or perhaps, 
more like Semele, as Corregio has painted 
her, after her Interview's w'ith Jove. We 
must recollect that the two performers are 
supposed to be a Satyr and a Nymph; or, 
rather, a Fawn and a Bacchant. It was 
certainly not of a nature to be performed, 
except before a select Company; as the 
Screams, Attitudes, Starts, and Embraces, 
with which it was intermingled, gave it a 
•peculiar Character. 

I have mentioned it, principally in order 
to shew Sir William Hamilton’s activity and 
gaiety at that advanced period of life. 
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Though a finished Courtier, he preserved 
such an independence of Manner, without 
any mixture of Servility or Adulation, as 
seemed eminently to qualify him for the di¬ 
plomatic Profession. His Conversation of¬ 
fered a rich diversity of Anecdote. With 
these qualifications, it cannot excite wonder 
that he formed the delight and ornament of 
the Court of Naples. No foreign Minister, 
not even the Family Embassadors of France 
and Spain resident there, enjoyed in so 
eminent a degree the favor or affection of 
His Sicilian Majesty. Nor was the attach¬ 
ment of that Prince to Sir William, merely 
limited to hunting, or fishing parties. He 
gave the English Envoy many solid proofs 
of sincere regard ; a regard that extended to 
the British Crown and Nation. One strik¬ 
ing instance of this partiality took place in 
June, 1779, while I was at Naples. The 
King of Spain, Charles the Third, having 
written confidentially to his Son Ferdinand, 
that he should probably be induced soon to 
take part with Louis the Sixteenth, by en¬ 
tering into a War with Great Britain, as he 
effectively did immediately afterwards ; the 
King of Naples, though enjoined by his 
Father to secrecy, communicated the letter 
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itself to Sir William Hamilton. He even 
accompanied the disclosure, with the assu¬ 
rance of his deep regret at the Adoption of 
such a line of Policy; and his own firm 
determination never to enter into the hostile 
Combination against England, though him¬ 
self a Prince of the House of Bourbon, and 
included in “ the Family Compact” by name. 
Sir William transmitted the King’s commu¬ 
nication, as well as his assurance on the 
point, without. delay to Lord North, then 
first Minister. I received this Anecdote 
from himself at Naples. 

Tt was in Sir William’s, and the first Lady 
Hamilton’s Company, that I learned a num¬ 
ber of curious, as well as authentic Particu¬ 
lars, relative to the King and Queen of 
Naples. Ferdinand the Fourth was then in 
the twenty-ninth year of his age; tall, mus¬ 
cular, and active in his frame, capable of 
immense fatigue, and apparently formed for 
long life. His features were coarse and 
harsh, his Nose immoderately long, like that 
of his Father and Brother, Charles the Third, 
and Charles the Fourth, Kings of Spain: 
but, nevertheless, though the component 
parts of his face might separately be esteem- 
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ed ugly, the general expression of his Coun¬ 
tenance had in it something intelligent, and 
even agreeable. There was an unpolished 
simplicity, or rather a rude nature, in his 
Manner, Attitudes, Deportment, and Conver¬ 
sation, which pleased for a double reason; 
on account of its own intrinsic claim to be 
liked, and as being rarely found on a 
Throne, where we naturally expect Disguise, 
Artifice, and habits of Concealment. If he 
conversed little with Strangers, he seemed 
at least, when he talked, always to say what 
he thought; and he betrayed no defect of 
natural Understanding, though he was alto¬ 
gether destitute of that Elegance and Art, 
which frequently veil the want of Informa¬ 
tion. He always reminded me of a Rustic, 
such as Abdolonymus, elevated by fortune 
or accident, to a Crown: but, it was an 
amiable, honest, sensible, well intentioned 
Rustic, not altogether unworthy of such an 
Elevation. 

The Queen of Naples, who was not quite 
twenty-seven years old at this time, seemed 
much better fitted to represent the Majesty 
of the Throne, and to do the honors of a 
Court. Though neither possessing Beauty 

VOL. i. it 
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of face, nor loveliness of person, yet was 
she not absolutely deficient in either Res¬ 
pect ; and if her Figure might be esteemed 
too large, still it wanted neither Grace, Dig¬ 
nity, nor even Attractions. She is the only 
Queen whom I ever saw weep in public, 
before a crowd of both Sexes, assembled in 
her own Palace, on a Gala Day. The Fes¬ 
tival on which I was presented to her, hap¬ 
pened to be the Anniversary of the loss of 
her eldest Son, who expired exactly a year 
before, in 1778. He was a very fine Boy, of 
promising expectations, to whom his Mother 
was passionately attached. The ignorance 
of the Neapolitan Physicians, as it was be¬ 
lieved, had caused his Death: for, being 
seized with a violent sickness and pain in 
his Stomach, from which, an Emetic, prompt¬ 
ly administered, might probably have re¬ 
lieved him, they had the imprudence to 
bleed him, and thereby brought on fatal 
Convulsions. Such was the Queen’s dis¬ 
tress, at the recollection of the event which 
had taken place on this painful Anniversary, 
that she was unable to repress her Emotions. 
In the Presence Chamber of the Palace at 
Naples, she stood under a Canopy, her right 
Hand held out to the Nobility and Courtiers, 
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as they approached to kiss it; holding in 
her left, a Handkerchief with which she per¬ 
petually wiped her Eyes, that were suffused 
in Tears. It was difficult not to be favour¬ 
ably impressed towards a Princess, capable 
of giving such an involuntary testimony of 
her maternal Tenderness, in a place and 
situation, where it was impossible to suspect 
her of Artifice or Affectation. 

Having drawn this imperfect outline of 
the .King and Queen of Naples, from my 
own personal Observations, I shall enume¬ 
rate some of the particulars respecting them, 
which I collected in the course of Conversa¬ 
tion from Sir William or Lady Hamilton. 
I mean, his first Wife, who was a most ac¬ 
complished and superior Woman. 

“ No European Sovereign, without excep- 
“ tion,” said Sir William, “ has been so ill 
“ educated as the King of Naples. He is 
“ not even master of any language except 
“ Italian, without making a painful effort; 
“ and his ordinary Italian is a Neapolitan 
“ Dialect, such as the lowest of his Subjects, 
“ the Lazar oni, speak in their intercourse 
“ with each other. It is true that he under- 
r 2 
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“ stands French, and converses in it when 
“indispensable; but he rarely reads any 
“ French Author, and still more rarely at- 
“ tempts to write in that language. All the 
“ Correspondence that takes place between 
“ him and his Father, the Ring of Spain, is 
“ carried on in the common Neapolitan 
“ Jargon. They write very frequently and 
“ largely to each other; but, seldom does 
“ this Intercourse embrace political subjects: 
“their letters, of which I have seen num- 
“ bers, being filled with accounts of the 
“ quantity and variety of the Game respec- 
“ tively killed by them, in which the great 
“ Ambition of each Prince is to exceed the 
“ other. Ferdinand, indeed, who scarcely 
“ ever reads, considers as the greatest of 
“ misfortunes, a rainy Day, when the Wea- 
“ ther proves too bad for him to go out to 
“ the Chace. On such occasions, recourse 
“ is had to every expedient by which time 
“ may be killed, in order to dissipate His 
“ Majesty’s Ennui, even to the most puerile 
“ and childish Pastimes. The King’s Edu- 
“ cation was systematically neglected: for, 
“ Charles the Third, alarmed at the lmbeci- 
“ lity of his eldest Son; Philip, Duke of 
“ Calabria, who on account of his recog- 
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“ nized debility of understanding, was whol- 
“.ly set. aside from the right of Succession ; 
“ strictly ordered, at his departure for Spain 
“ in 1759, that this, his third Son should 
“ not be compelled to apply to any severe 
“ Studies, or be made to exert any close ap- 
“ plication of Mind. 

“ I have frequently seen the unfortunate 
“ Duke of Calabria, who has only been 
“ dead a few years, and who was by his 
“ Birth, Heir to the Spanish Monarchy. He 
“ attained to Manhood, and was treated with 
“certain distinctions, having Chamberlains 
“ placed about him in constant attendance, 
“ who watched him with unremitting Atten- 
“ tion ; as otherwise he would have commit- 
“ ted a thousand Excesses. Care was parti- 
“ cularly taken to keep him from having 
“ any connexion with the other Sex, for 
“ which he manifested the strongest pro- 
“ pensity; but it became at last impossible 
“ to prevent him altogether from, attempting 
“ to emancipate himself in this respect. He 
“ has many times eluded the vigilance of his 
“ keepers, and on seeing ladies pass through 
“ the Apartments of the Palace, would 
“ attack them with the same impetuosity,. 
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“ as Pan or the Satyrs are described by 
“ Ovid, when pursuing the Nymphs; and 
“ with the same intentions. More than one 
“ Lady of the Court has been critically res- 
“ cued from his Embraces. On particular 
“ Days of the year, he was allowed to hold 
“ a sort of Court or Levee, when the foreign 
“ Ministers repaired to his Apartments, to 
“ pay their Compliments to him ; but his 
“ greatest Amusement consisted in having 
“ his Hand held up by his Attendants, while 
“ Gloves were put upon it, one larger than 
“ another, to the number of fifteen or six¬ 
teen. His Death was justly considered as 
“ a fortunate event, under such circum- 
“ stances of incurable Imbecility. 

“ Before the present King fully attained 
“ his seventeenth year, the Marquis Tanuc- 
“ ci, then Prime Minister, by directions 
“ sent from the Court of Madrid, provided 
“ him a Wife. The Archduchess Josepha, 
“ one of the Daughters of the Empress 
“ Maria Theresa, being selected for Queen 
“ of Naples; and being represented to young 
“ Ferdinand, as a Princess equally amiable 
“ in her mind, as she was agreeable in her 
“person; he expected her arrival with 
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** great pleasure, mingled even with some 
“ impatience. So much more severely was 
“ it natural that he should feel the melan- 
“ choly Intelligence, when it arrived from 
“ Vienna, that she was dead of the small- 
“ pox. In fact, he manifested as much Con- 
“ cern at the event, as could perhaps be 
“ expected in a Prince of his disposition, 
“ and at his time of life, for the Death of a 
“ person whom he had never seen. But, a 
“ Circumstance which greatly augmented his 
“ Chagrin on the occasion was, its being 
“ considered indispensable for him not to 
“ take his usual Diversion of hunting or fish- 
“ ing, on the Day that the account reached 
“ Naples. Ferdinand reluctantly submitted 
“ to such a painful and unusual renuncia- 
“ tion: but, having consented to it from a 
“ sense of Decorum, he immediately set 
“ about endeavouring to amuse himself with- 
“ in doors, in the best manner that Circum- 
“ stances would admit; an Attempt in which 
“ he was aided by the Noblemen in waiting 
“ about his person. They began therefore 
“ with Billiards, a Game which His Majesty 
“ likes, and at which he plays with skill. 
“ When they had continued it for some time, 
“ leap-frog was tried, to which succeeded 
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“ various other feats of agility or Gambols. 
“ At length, one of the Gentlemen, more 
“ ingenious than the others, proposed to 
“ celebrate the Funeral of the deceased 
“ Arch-Duchess. The Idea, far from shock- 
ing the King, appeared to him, and to the 
“ whole Company, as most entertaining; 
“ and no reflections, either on the Indeco- 
“ rum, or want of apparent Humanity, in the 
“ proceeding, interposed to prevent its iin- 
“ mediate realization. Having selected one 
“ of the Chamberlains, as proper, from his 
“ youth and feminine Appearance, to repre- 
“ sent the Princess, they habited him in a 
“ manner suitable to the mournful Occasion; 
“ laid him out on an open Bier, according 
“ to the Neapolitan Custom at interments; 
“ and in order to render the Ceremony more 
“ appropriate, as well as more accurately 
“ correct, they marked his Face and Hands 
“ with Chocolate drops, which were design- 
“ ed to imitate the Pustules of the small- 
“ pox. All the Apparatus being ready, the 
“ funeral Procession began, and proceeded 
“ through the principal Apartments of the 
“ Palace at Portici, Ferdinand officiating as 
“ Chief Mourner. Having heard of the 
“ Arch-Duchess’s Decease, I had gone thi- 
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“ ther on that Day, in order to make niy Con- 
“ dolence privately to His Majesty on the 
“ Misfortune; and entering at the time, Ibe- 
“ came an eye-witness of this extraordinary 
“ Scene, which, in any other Country of Eu- 
“ rope, would be considered as incredible, 
“ and would not obtain Belief. 

“ The Arch-Duchess Caroline being sub- 
“ stituted in place of her Sister, and being 
“ soon afterwards conducted from Vienna to 
“ Naples, the King advanced in person, as 
“ far as the ‘ Portella,’ where the Neapolitan 
“ and Papal Territories divide, in order to re- 
“ ceive his hew Bride. She was then not 
“ sixteen years old, and though she could 
“ not by any means be esteemed handsome, 
“ yet she possessed many Charms. Ferdi- 
“ nand manifested on his part, neither ardor 
“ nor indifference for the Queen. On the 
“ Morning after his Nuptials, which took 
“ place in the beginning of May, 1768, when 
“ the Weather was very warm, he rose at an 
“ early Hour, and went out as usual to the 
“ Chace, leaving his young Wife in Bed. 
“ Those Courtiers who accompanied him, 
“ having inquired of His Majesty how he 
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“ liked her; ‘ Dormi com un amazzata ,’ re- 
“ plied he, * et suda com un Porco.’ Such 
“ an Answer would be esteemed, any where 
“ except at Naples, most indecorous; but 
“ here we are familiarized to far greater vio- 
“ lations of propriety and decency. Those 
“ acts and functions which are never men- 
“ tioned in England, and which are there 
“ studiously concealed, even by the vulgar, 
“ here are openly performed. When the 
“ King has made a hearty meal, and feels an 
“ inclination to retire, he commonly commu- 
“ nicates that intention to the Noblemen 
“ around him in waiting, and selects the 
“ favored Individuals, whom, as a mark of 
“ predilection, he chuses shall attend him. 
“ * Sono ben pransato,’ says he, laying his 
“ hand on his Belly, * Adesso bisogna un 
“ buona paneMata' The persons thus pre- 
•“ ferred, then accompany His Majesty, stand 
“ respectfully round him, and amuse him 
“ by their Conversation, during the perform- 
“ ance.” . 

However strong this fact may appear, and 
however repugnant to our ideas of Decency; 
it has been for successive Centuries, perfectly 
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consonant to the Manners of the Italians in 
general, and scarcely less so to those of the 
French. D’Aubign6, a grave Writer, in the 
“ Memoirs of his own Life,” does not hesi¬ 
tate to relate in the most circumstantial man¬ 
ner, the narrow escape which Henry the 
Fourth, his Master, had of being knocked on 
the Head, while engaged in this necessary 
function. Nay, D’Aubign6 composed a 
“ Quatrain ” on the Adventure, which he has 
transmitted to Posterity. The Story is so na¬ 
turally related, and is so characteristic of the 
Nation, that I-can’t resist giving it in the 
words of the Author. Henry, who was then 
only King of Navarre, having effected his 
escape from Paris, in 1575, on which occa¬ 
sion D’Aubigne accompanied him; they 
passed the river Seine at Poissy, and soon 
afterwards stopped to refresh themselves in 
a Village. Here, says D’Aubign6, the King 
“ Hunt alle faire ses affaires dans un tet (t 
“ cochons, une Vieille, qui le surprit en cet etat , 
“ lid auroit fendue la Tete par derribre, dun 
“ coup de Serpe , sans moi qui parai le Coup.” 
It is clear from this circumstance, that D’Au¬ 
bigne must have been close to his royal Mas¬ 
ter at the time. Then follows the ludicrous 
Epitaph which he made for the occasion, on 
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a supposition that the old Woman had killed 
the King. 

“ Cy git un Roi, grand par raerveille, 

Qui mourut comme Dieu permet, 

D’un coup de serpe d’une Vieille, 

Ainsi qu’il chioit dans un tet.” 

His Predecessor, Henry the Third, it is 
well known, was stabbed in the Belly, of 
which Wound he died, in 1589, while sitting 
on the Chaise per eke; in which indecorous 
situation he did not scruple to give audience 
to Clement, the regicide Monk, who assassi¬ 
nated him. Marshal Suwarrow, in our own 
time, received his Aids du Camp, and his 
General Officers, precisely in a similar man¬ 
ner. Madame de Maintenon, as the Duke 
de St. Simon informs us, thought those 
moments so precious, that she commonly 
accompanied Louis the Fourteenth to the 
“ Garderobe.” So did Louvois, when Mi¬ 
nister of State. The Duke de Vendome, 
while commanding the Armies of France in 
Spain and Italy, at the commencement of 
the last Century, was accustomed to receive 
the greatest personages, on public Business, 
in the same situation. We have Cardinal 
Alberoni’s authority for this fact. If we 
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read the account written by Du Bois, of the 
last illness of Louis the Thirteenth, we may 
there see what humiliating functions Anne 
of Austria performed for that Prince, in the 
course of his malady; over which, an English 
Writer, more fastidious, would have drawn a 
veil. Mademoiselle de Montpensier, and the 
Palatine Duchess of Orleans, though Women 
of the highest Birth and Rank, as well as of 
unimpeached Conduct, conceal nothing on 
these points, in their writings. The former, 
speaking of the Duchess of Orleans, her 
Step-mother, second Wife of Gaston, Brother 
of Louis the Thirteenth, says, “ She had 
“ contracted a singular habit of always run- 
“ ning into another room, pour se placer sur 
“ la Chaise per eke, when Dinner was an- 
“ nounced. As she never failed in this par- 
“ ticular, the Grand Maitre, or Lord Steward 
“ of Gaston’s Household, who performed 
“ the Ceremony of summoning their Royal 
“ Highnesses to Table; observed, smelling 
“ to his Baton of Office, that there must cer- 
“ tainly be either Senna or Rhubarb in its 
“ composition, as it invariably produced the 
“ effect of sending the Duchess to the Gardes 
“ robe.” I have, myself, seen the late Elec- 
tress Dowager of Saxony, Daughter of the 
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Emperor Charles the Seventh, at her own 
Palace, in the Suburbs of Dresden, rise from 
the Table where she was playing, when the 
room has been full of company of both Sexes; 
lay down her Cards, retire for a few minutes, 
during which time the Game was suspended, 
and then return, observing to those near her, 
“ J'ai pris Medecine aujourd’huy.” These 
Circumstances sufficiently prove that Fer¬ 
dinand, however gross his manners or lan¬ 
guage seem to us, by no means shocked the 
feelings, or excited the disgust of his own 
Courtiers. 

“ In all the exercises or exertions of the 
“ Body, that demand vigor and address,” 
continued Sir William, “ the King of Naples 
“ excels. He might have contended for the 
“ prize at the public Games of ancient 
“ Greece, at Elis, or at Olympia, with no 
“ ordinary prospect of success. He likes in 
“particular, wrestling; and having heard 
“ that a young Irish Gentleman of the name 
“ of Bourke, who visited Naples not Jong 
“ since, was an expert Wrestler, he caused it 
“ to be signified, that he, should like to try a 
“ fall with that foreigner: but, Bourke had 
“ the good sense to decline a contest for the 
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“ Honors of the Palaestra, with a crowned 
“ Head. He dances violently at the Court 
“ Balls; on one of which occasions, some 
“ years ago, I. witnessed a Scene truly origi- 
“ nal, as well as comic. When his Brother- 
“ in-law, the Emperor Joseph, being on his 
“ Progress thro’ Italy, arrived here, a superb 
“ Ball was given in honor of his visit; at 
“ which Entertainment, however, he declined 
“ mixing personally in the Dance. While 
“ his Imperial Majesty was standing near 
“ the Dancers, engaged in conversation with 
“ me; Ferdinand having gone down the set, 
“ and being in a most profuse state of per- 
“ spiration, pulled open his Waistcoat: then 
“ taking Joseph’s Hand, he applied it sud- 
“ denly to his own Shirt behind, exclaiming 
“ at the same time, * Sentite qui , Fratello 
“ mio.’ The Emperor instantly withdrew 
“ his Hand, not without manifesting great 
“ discomposure; and the two Sovereigns re- 
“ mained for a few Seconds, looking in each 
“ other’s faces. Surprise was equally paint- 
“ ed in the features of both; for, as the one 
“ had never before been, invited to try such 
“ an Experiment, so the other had never 
“ found any individual who did not esteem 
“ himself honored by the familiarity. I had 
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“ ho Jittle difficulty to restrain the Muscles 
“ of my Countenance on the occasion. 

“ Joseph, who held his Brother-in-law’s 
“ Understanding in great contempt, endea- 
“ voured to assume over him the sort of Su- 
“ periority, arrogated by a strong, over a 
“ weak Mind. But, Ferdinand, though con- 
“ fessedly his inferior in cultivation and re- 
“ finement, was by no means disposed to 
“ adopt his political opinions or ideas. He 
“ even manifested, in various Conversations, 
u and on many Occasions, that, defective as 
“ his Education had been, he possessed as 
“ much plain Sense, and even acute Discern- 
“ ment, as the Emperor, or his Brother 
“ Leopold, Grand Duke of Tuscany. Jo- 
“ seph did not indeed inspire any very high 
“ Admiration, by his deportment, or general 
“ conduct, while he remained at Naples. 
“ He was irritable, and even irascible, where 
“ he should have shewrn good humor, or 
“ command of temper. I accompanied him 
“ to the summit of Vesuvius, and with con- 
“ cern saw him break his Cane over the 
“ Shoulders of the Guide, Bartolomeo, for 
“ some slight offence which he had given 
“ his Imperial Majesty. 
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“ Ferdinand’s passions are all swallowed 
“ up in his rage for the pleasures of the 
“ field ; hunting, shooting, and fishing : for, 
“ this last Diversion, peculiarly adapted to 
“ the Climate of Naples, must be included 
“ in the number. He thinks no fatigue, and 
“ no privations, too great to undergo for its 
“ indulgence. The quantity of Game, by 
“ which I principally mean Deer, wild Boar 
“ of all ages, and Stags of every kind, pre- 
“ served in the Royal Woods or Parks, at 
“ Astruni, at Caserta, Caccia Bella, and 
“ other places, exceeds belief. And the 
“ Slaughter made of them in some of the 
“ hunting parties, is equally beyond credi- 
“ bility. I have frequently seen a heap, 
“ composed only of the Offal or Bowels, 
“ reaching as high as my head, and many 
“ feet in circumference. The King rarely 
“ misses a shot; but, when he is tired with 
“ killing, then commences another Qpera- 
“ tion. He next dissects the principal 
“ pieces of Game, which he presents to fa- 
“ vored Courtiers, or distributes among his 
“ Attendants. In order to perform this part 
“ of the Diversion, having first stripped, he 
“ puts on a flannel Dress, takes the knife in 
“ hand, and, with inconceivable dexterity, 
VOL. I. x 
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“ cuts up the Animal. No Carcass-Butcher 
“ in Smithfield can exceed him -in anatomi- 
“ cal ability; but he is frequently besmear- 
“ ed with Blood from head to foot, before 
“ he has finished, and exhibits an extraor- 
“ dinary Spectacle, not easily to be ima- 
“ gined, by those who have never witnessed 
“ it. The Queen herself is sometimes ob- 
“ liged to be present at the Scene, though 
“ more, as may be supposed, in compliance 
“ with the King’s wish, than from her own 
“ inclination. He is equally indefatigable 
“ on the water, in harpooning or in catch- 
“ ing fish; particularly the Pesce Spada, or 
“ Sword-fish; and he neither regards heat, 
“ nor cold, nor hunger, nor danger. On 
“ these occasions, he is usually of always 
“ attended by a number of chosen Liparots, 
“ natives of the Lipari islands, who have 
“ been in all Ages most expert Sailors, Di- 
“ vers, and Fishermen. 

“ It is thus that Ferdinand passes the 
“greatest portion of his time; while the 
“ Potentates of Germany, England, France, 
“ and Spain, are engaged in war. Not that 
“ he is indifferent to the felicity of his Sub- 
“ jects, or regardless of the security and 
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“ prosperity of his Dominions. On the con- 
“ trary, his Heart, which is animated with 
“ the best emotions towards his People, im- 
“ pels him to manifest it by all his Mea- 
“ sures: but, his defects of Education, ren- 
“ der him shy, embarrassed, and awkward; 
“ nor have his Ministers any wish to 
“awaken, or to invigorate, the faculties of 
“ his Mind. Neither Tanucci, who govern- 
“ ed Naples during his Minority, nor Sam- 
“ buca, the present First Minister, desire to 
“ see him assume an active part in the Ad- 
“ ministration of public Affairs. The Che- 
“ valier Acton, who is at the head of the 
“ Marine, has however begun to put the 
“ Neapolitan Navy in a more respectable 
“ condition, than it has been for several 
“ Centuries. Already it affords some pro- 
“ tection to the Coasts of Calabria and of 
“ Sicily; which have been perpetually in- 
“ fested by the Algerines, Tunisians, and 
“ other Pirates; who were accustomed to 
“ land, and to carry off whole Villages into 
“ slavery, precisely as Dragut and Barba- 
“ rossa did, two hundred years ago. Such 
“ Calamities are even now by no means un- 
“ usual. It is a fact, that I narrowly 
“ escaped, myself, some time since, in one 
s 2 
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of my maritime Excursions round the 
“ Southern Provinces of the Kingdom, be- 
“ ing surprized in a Sparonara, while lying 
“ close under Cape Spartivento. Lady 
“Hamilton was of the party, and those 

Barbarians would not have respected my 
“ offieiah Character; nor still less would 
“ they have regarded the reclamations of 
“ this Government. 

‘‘The power of the Neapolitan Kings is 
“ moreover fettered by many impediments, 
“ which even a Prince of the greatest Ta- 
“ lents, or of the most vigorous Charac- 
“ ter, would find difficult to surmount. In 
“ Apulia, as well as in Calabria and Sicily, 
“ the great feudal Barons still retain Privi- 
“ ledges, that render them almost independ- 
“ ant of the Crown; and which they con-' 
“ sideras imprescriptible, having constituted 
“ their Birth-right for Ages, under the va- 
“ rious Dynasties that have reigned over 
“ this beautiful Country. The Church en- 
“ joys revenues and immunities, not less in- 
“ compatible in many respects, with civil 

Order and Obedience. But, Ferdinand is 
“ greatly beloved by his People, who know, 
“and who do justice, to his good inten- 
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“ tions. He is even far more popular, than 
“ the Queen. That Princess, who pos- 
“ sesses an active mind, and very considera- 
“ ble parts, as well as Ambition and love of 
“•Power, has assumed a share in the Admi- 
“ nistration, for which she is by no means 
“ unqualified : yet is she less esteemed than 
“ her Husband; who, if he is not ardently 
“ attached to her as a Wife, treats her at 
least with great consideration, kindness, 
“ and confidence. They live together in 
“conjugal union, though Her Majesty is 
>“ not exempt from the frailties and weak- 
“ nesses of her Sex. Indeed, the Air, Man- 
“ ners, and Society of this Capital, are all 
“ very inimical to female Virtue. From the 
“ time of the first Jane, Queen of Naples, 
“ so famous in the Annals of Gallantry, 
“ down to the present Day, these Countries 
“ have exhibited Scenes of dissolute plea- 
“ sure, or rather, of unrestrained licentious- 
“ ness. They will probably ever so remain. 

Yet,” concluded Sir William, “ if I were 
“ compelled to be a King, I would choose 
“ Naples for my Kingdom. Here, a Crown 
“ has fewer Thorns, than in any other Coun- 
“ try. ' His very want of political Power, en- 
“ sures his repose; and the Storms which 
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“ desolate Europe, pass over his Head with- 
“ out Injury. Placed at the Extremity of' 
“ Italy, he is removed put of the way of 
“ contest and hostility. A delicious Cli- 
“ mate, Shores, to which the Romans retired 
“ when masters of the World, in order to 
“ enjoy a luxury unattainable elsewhere, 

and which are still covered with the re- 
“ mains of Roman Splendor, or Grecian 
“ Magnificence; all the productions of the 
“ Levant, which are to be found here, 
“ blended with those of the Mediterranean; 
“ a splendid Capital, Palaces, Woods, Game, 
“ every thing seems assembled in this en- 
“ chanting Bay, that can conduce to human 

Enjoyment. Such is the favored position, 
“ and the enviable lot of Ferdinand the 
“ Fourth.” Such, indeed, as here described, 
it might be considered without Exaggeration, 
in 1779; though during the awful Convul¬ 
sions which have shaken Europe since that 
period, produced by the French Revolution, 
his Throne was subverted, and himself com¬ 
pelled to take Refuge at Palermo, during 
many years. 

The impunity with which the great Nobi¬ 
lity perpetrated the most atrocious Crimes, 
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and the facility that they found in evading 
Inquiry, or in eluding Justice, then consti¬ 
tuted one of the worst features of the Nea¬ 
politan Administration. Lady Hamilton, 
who had been several years resident at Na¬ 
ples, where she died not long afterwards, re¬ 
lated to me various instances illustrative of 
this fact. “ Some time ago,” said she, “ a 
“ Sicilian Lady of high rank, was by order 
“ of the Court, brought prisoner here, from 
“ that Island. She had committed so many 
“ Assassinations or Murders, that her own 
“ relations having denounced her, called on 
“ the Government to arrest the further 
“ course of her Crimes. It was believed that 
“ she had dispatched ten or eleven persons, 
** by the Dagger, or by Poison; particularly 
“ by that species of Poison, denominated, 
“ ‘ Aqua tophana .’ I had the curiosity to 
“ visit her, during her confinement. She re- 
“ ceived me sitting in her Bed, conversed 
u with great cheerfulness, offered me Cho- 
“ colate, as well as other refreshments, and 
“ seemed to labour under no Agitation of 
** Mind. In her person she was delicate; 
“ feminine, and agreeable, her manners po- 
“ lite and gentle. Her age did not exceed 
“ three or four and twenty. From her de- 
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" portment, one could not have suspected 
“ her to be capable of such Atrocities. 
“ Though her guilt was unquestionable, she 
“ was not put to Death. Confinement for 
“ life, in a Convent of a severe Order, toge- 
“ ther with certain acts of religious mortifi* 
"cation or penance, which they are com- 
" pelled to undergo;—these constitute the 
“ punishments usually inflicted here, on 
“ Culprits of high Birth.” 

The vicinity of the Northern Provinces of 
the kingdom of Naples, to the Papal Ter¬ 
ritories ; and the ease with which Malefac¬ 
tors of both Countries, respectively gained 
an Asylum, by passing the Frontiers; open¬ 
ed another door to the commission of the 
most flagitious Acts. Conversing at Por- 
tici, on this subject, with Lady Hamil¬ 
ton, she related to me the following Story, 
which I shall endeavour to give in her own 
words. “ About the year 1743, a person of 
“ the name of Ogilvie, an Irishman by birth, 
" who practised Surgery with great reputa-> 
if tion at Rome, and who resided not far 
“ from the ‘Piazza di Spagna,’ in that City; 
“ being in Bed, was called up to attend 
" some Strangers who demanded his profess 
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“ sional Assistance. They stopped before 
“ his House, in a Coach; and on his going 
“ to the door, he found two Men masked, by 
“ whom he was desired to. accompany them 
“ immediately, as the case which brought 
“ them, admitted of no delay, and not to 
“omit taking with him.his lancets. He 
“ complied, and got into the Coach;.but, 
“ no sooner had they quitted the Street in 
“ which he resided, than they informed him 
“that he must submit to have his Eyes 
“ bandaged ; the person to whom they were 
“ about to conduct him, being a lady of 
“ rank, whose name and place of abode, it 
“ was indispensable to conceal. To this re- 
“ quisition he likewise submitted ; and after 
“ driving through a number of Streets, ap- 
“ parently with a view to prevent his form- 
“ ing any accurate idea of the part of the 
“ City to which he was conducted, the Car- 
“ riage at length stopped. The two Gentle- 
“ men his companions, then alighting, and 
“ each taking him by the arm, conducted 
“ him into a House. Ascending a narrow 
“ Staircase, they entered an Apartment, 
“ where he was released from the Bandage 
“ tied over his Eyes. One of them next ac- 
“ quainted him, that it being necessary to 
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“ deprive of life a lady who had dishonored 
“ her family, they had chosen him to per- 
“ form the Office, knowing his professional 
“ skill; that he would find her in the ad¬ 
joining Chamber, prepared to submit to 
“ her fate; and that he must open her Veins 
“with as much expedition as possible; a 
“ service, for the execution of which, he 
“ should receive a liberal recompence. 

“ Ogilvie at first peremptorily refused to 
“ commit an act, so highly repugnant to his 
“ feelings. But, the two Strangers assured 
“ him, with solemn denunciations of venge- 
“ ance, that his refusal could only prove 
“ fatal to himself, without affording the 
“ slightest assistance to the object of his 
“ Compassion; that her Doom was irrevoca- 
“ ble, and that unless he chose to partici- 
“ pate a similar fate, he must submit to exe- 
“ cute the Office imposed on him. Thus si- 
“ tuated, and finding all entreaty or remon- 
“ strance vain, he entered the room, where 
“ he found a Lady of a most interesting 
“ figure and appearance, apparently in the 
“ bloom of youth. She was habited in a 
“ loose undress ; and immediately after- 
“ wards, a female Attendant placed before 
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her a large tub filled with warm water, in 
“ which she immersed her legs. Far from 
“ opposing any impediment to the act which 
“ she knew he was sent to perform, the 
“ Lady assured him of her perfect resigna- 
“ tion; entreating him to put the sentence 
“ passed on her into execution, with as little 
“ delay as possible. She added, that she 
“ was well aware, no pardon could be 
“ hoped for from those who had devoted her 
“ to death, which alone could expiate her 
“ trespass : felicitating herself that his huma- 
“ nity would abbreviate her Sufferings, and 
“ soon terminate their Duration. 

“ After a short Conflict with his own 
“ mind, perceiving no means of extrication 
“ or of escape, either for the Lady, or for 
“ himself; being moreover urged to expe- 
“ dite his work, by the two persons with- 
“ out, who, impatient at his reluctance, 
*■ threatened to exercise violence on him, if 
“ he procrastinated; Ogilvie took out his 
“ lancet, opened her Veins, and bled her to 
“ death in a short time. The Gentlemen 
“ having carefully examined the Body, in 
“ order to ascertain that she was no more; 
“ after expressing their satisfaction, offered 
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“ him a purse of Zechins , as a remune- 
“ ration; but he declined all recompence, 
“ only requesting to be conveyed from a 
<c Scene, on which he could not reflect 
“ without horror. With this entreaty they 
“ complied, and having again applied a Ban- 
“ dage to his Eyes, they led him down tlie 
“ same Staircase, to the Carriage. But, it 
“ being narrow, in descending the steps, he 
“ contrived to leave on one, or both of the 
“ walls, unperceived by his Conductors, the 
“ marks of his fingers, which were stained 
“ with Blood. After observing precautions 
“ similar to those used in bringing him thi- 
“ ther from his own House, he was con- 
“ ducted home; and at parting, the two 
“ Masques charged him, if he valued his 
“ life, never , to divulge, and if possible, ne- 
“ ver to think on the past Transaction. They 
“ added, that if he should embrace any mea- 
“ sures, with a view to render it public, or 
“ to set on foot an inquiry into it, he should 
“ be infallibly immolated to their revenge. 
“ Having finally dismissed him at his own 
“ Door, they drove oflf, leaving him to his re- 
“ flections. 

“ On the subsequent Morning, after great 
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“ irresolution, he determined, at whatever 
“ risk to his personal safety, not to partici- 
“ pate, by concealing so enormous a Crime. 
“ It formed, nevertheless, a delicate and 
“ difficult undertaking to substantiate the' 
“ Charge, as he remained altogether ignorant 
“ of the place to which he had been carried, 
“ or of the name and quality of the Lady 
“ whom he had deprived of life. Without 
“ suffering himself however to be deterred 
“ by these Considerations, he waited on the 
“ Secretary of the Apostolic Chamber, and 
“ acquainted him with every particular; 
“ adding, that if the Government would 
“ extend to him protection, he did not des- 
“ pair of finding the House, and of bringing 
“ to light the perpetrators of the deed. Be- 
“ nedictthe Fourteenth, ( Lambertini), who 
“ then occupied the Papal Chair, had no 
“ sooner received^ the information, than he 
“ immediately commenced the most active 
“ measures for discovering the Offenders. 
“ A Guard of the Sbirri , or Officers of Jus- 
“ tice, was appointed by his order, to ac- 
“ company Ogilvie; who judging from vari- 
“ ous Circumstances, that he had been con- 
“ veyed out of the City of Home, began by 
“ visiting the .Villas scattered without the 
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“ walls of that Metropolis. His search 
“ proved ultimately successful. In the Villa 
“ Papa Julio, constructed by Pope Julius 
“ the Third, (del Monti) he there found the 
“ bloody Marks left on the wall by his fin- 
“ gers, at the same time that he recognized 
“ the Apartment in which he had put to 
“ death the Lady. The Palace belonged to 
“ the Duke de Bracciano, the Chief of which 
“ illustrious family, and his Brother, had 
1 committed the Murder, in the person of 
“ their own Sister. They no sooner found 
“ that it was discovered, than they fled to 
“ this City, where they easily eluded the 
“ pursuit of justice. After remaining here 
“ for some time, they obtained a pardon, by 
“ the exertions of their powerful friends, on 
“ payment of a considerable fine to the 
“ Apostolic Chamber, and under the further 
“ condition of affixing over the Chimney- 
“ piece of the Room where the Crime had 
“ been perpetrated, a plate of Copper, com- 
“ memorating the Transaction, and their pe- 
“ nitence. This Plate, together with the 
“ Inscription, still continued to exist there 
“ till within these few years.” 

However extraordinary many Circumstan- 
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ces of this Story may appear, similar events 
or accounts have been circulated and be¬ 
lieved in other Countries of Europe. I have 
often been assured, both at Vienna, and in 
various places of the German Empire, that 
an Occurrence not less romantic, and more 
enigmatical in its nature, took place ifi 1774, 
or 1775; for, some uncertainty prevailed as 
to the precise time when the fact was pre^ 
tended to have happened. It is well known 
that the “ Bourreau,” or public Executioner 
of the City of Strasburgh, although that place 
has formed a part of the French Monarchy 
ever since the reign of Louis the Fourteenth; 
yet was frequently employed during a great 
part of the last Century, to execute the 
functions of his Office, on the other side 
of the Rhine, in Swabia, on the Territories 
of Baden, and in the Brisgaw; all which 
Countries constitute a portion of Germany. 
Some persons who arrived at Strasburgh 
about the period to which I have alluded; 
having repaired, as it is said, to the House 
of the Executioner, during the Night, de¬ 
manded that he should instantly accompany 
them out of the town, in order to execute a 
Criminal of Condition; for which service he 
should, of course, receive a liberal remune- 
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ration. They particularly enjoined him to 
bring the heavy two-edged Sword with which 
he was accustomed, in the discharge of his 
ordinary functions, to behead Malefactors, 
Being placed in a Carriage with his Conduc¬ 
tors, he passed the Bridge over the river, to 
Kehl, the first Town on the Eastern Bank of 
the Rhine; where they acquainted him that 
he had a considerable Journey to perform; 
the object of which must be carefully con¬ 
cealed, as the person intended to be put to 
death, was an individual of great Distinction, 
They added, that he must not oppose their 
taking the proper precautions to prevent his 
knowing the place to which he was con¬ 
veyed. He acquiesced, and allowed them 
to hoodwink him. On the second Day 
they arrived at a moated Castle, the draw¬ 
bridge of which being lowered for the Pur¬ 
pose, they drove into the Court. After 
waiting a considerable time, he was then 
conducted into a spacious Hall, where stood 
a Scaffold hung with black Cloth, and in 
the Centre was placed a Stool or Chair. A 
Female shortly made her appearance, habited 
in deep mourning, her face wholly concealed 
by a Veil. She was led by two persons, 
who, when she was seated, having first tied 
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her hands, next fastened her legs with Cords. 
As far as he could form any judgment 
from her general figure, he considered her to 
have passed the period of youth. Not a 
word was uttered; neither did she make 
any complaints, nor attempt any resistance. 
When all the preparations for her Execution 
were completed, on a signal given, he un¬ 
sheathed the instrument of punishment, ac¬ 
cording to the practice adopted in the Ger¬ 
man Empire, where the Axe is rarely, or 
never, used for Decapitation ; and her Head 
being forcibly held up by the Hair, he severed 
it, at a single stroke, from her Body. With¬ 
out allowing him to remain more than a few 
Minutes, he was then handsomely rewarded, 
conducted back to Kehl, by the same per¬ 
sons who had brought him to the place, and 
set down at the end of the Bridge leading to 
Strasburgh. 

I have heard the question frequently agi¬ 
tated, during my residence in Germany, and 
many different Opinions stated, relative to 
the Name and Quality.of ,the Lady thus as¬ 
serted to have been put to Death. The most 
generally adopted Belief rested on the Prin¬ 
cess of Tour and Taxis, Augusta Elizabeth, 

VOL. i. t 
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daughter of Charles Alexander, Prince of 
Wirtemberg. She had been married, at a 
very early period of life, to Charles Anselm, 
Prince of Tour and Taxis. Whether it pro¬ 
ceeded from mutual incompatibility of Cha¬ 
racter, or, as was commonly pretended, from 
the Princess’s intractable and ferocious Dis¬ 
position, the Marriage proved eminently un¬ 
fortunate in its results. She was accused of 
having repeatedly attempted to take away 
her Husband’s life, particularly while they 
were walking together near the Castle of 
Donau-Stauff, on the high Bank overhanging 
the Danube, when, it was said, she endea¬ 
voured to precipitate him into the River. It 
is certain, that about the year 1773, or 1774, 
a final Separation took place between them, 
at the Prince’s solicitation. The reigning 
Duke of Wirtemberg, her Brother, to whose 
Custody she was consigned, caused her to 
be closely immured in a Castle within his 
own Dominions, where she was strictly 
guarded, no Access being allowed to her. Of 
the last mentioned fact, there is little doubt; 
but, it may be considered as much more pro¬ 
blematical, whether she was the person put 
to Death by the Executioner of Strasburgh. 
1 have dined, in. the Autumn of the year 
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2778, with the Prince of Tour and Taxis, 
at his Castle or Seat of Donau-Stauff, near 
the northern Bank of the Danube, a few 
Miles from the City of Ratisbon. He was then 
about forty-five years of . age, and his Wife 
was understood to be in Confinement. 1 be¬ 
lieve that her Decease was not formally 
announced as having taken place, till many 
years subsequent to 1778: but, this Circum¬ 
stance by no means militates against the 
possibility of her having suffered by a more 
summary Process, if her conduct had exposed 
her to merit it; and if it was thought proper 
to inflict upon her capital punishment. The 
private Annals of the great Houses and 
Sovereigns of the German Empire, if they 
were divulged, would furnish numerous 
instances of similar Severity exercised in 
their own Families, during the seventeenth 
and eighteenth Centuries. Some of these 
Stories might realize the tragical Adventures 
commemorated by Boccace, or related by 
Margaret, Queen of Navarre, sister of Fran¬ 
cis the First, in her “Tales;” which last 
mentioned Productions, however romantic 
some of them may appear, are not Fictions, 
but, faithful delineations of the Gallantries 
or Crimes that took place in the Court of 
t 2 
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Pan, where she resided, near the foot of the 
Pyrenees. Count Konigsmarck fell a victim, 
at Hanover, to the resentment of Ernest 
Augustus, father of King George the First: 
and we know how narrowly the great Fre¬ 
deric, afterwards King of Prussia, escaped 
perishing by the same Weapon which be¬ 
headed his Companion Katt, arbitrarily sacri¬ 
ficed by Frederic William the First, for only 
endeavouring to facilitate the Prince’s evasion 
from his father’s Court. 

While 1 am engaged on the subject of ex¬ 
traordinary Events, I shall record one more 
Fact, which may appear equally curious with 
either of the Stories that I have just re¬ 
counted. During the first Winter that 1 
passed at Vienna, in 1778, I became ac¬ 
quainted with the Count and Countess Po- 
dotski. She Avas one of the most beauti¬ 
ful and accomplished Women of high rank, 
whom I have seen on the Continent. Her 
husband, a great Polish Nobleman, here¬ 
ditary Cup-bearer, or “ Grand Echanson” 
of the Crown, had become in some measure 
an Austrian Subject, in consequence of the 
first Partition of Poland, which took place 
in 1772. His patrimonial Estates lying 
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principally in that Southern Portion of the 
Kingdom which fell to, the share of Maria 
Theresa, he of course repaired frequently to 
Vienna; between which Capital and Warsaw 
he divided his time. During the Winter of 
1776, as the Count and Countess Podotski 
were on their way from Vienna to Cracow, 
the Wolves which abound in the Carpathian 
Mountains, rendered more than ordinarily 
bold and ferocious, in consequence, of the 
severity of the Seasondescending in great 
Numbers, began to follow the Carriage be¬ 
tween the two little Towns of Oswiezk and 
Zator; the latter of which places is only a 
few Leagues distant from Cracow. Of two 
Servants who attended him, one had been 
sent forward to Zator, for the purpose of 
procuring post Horses'. The other, a Hey- 
due , to whom he was much attached on ac¬ 
count of his fidelity, finding the Wolves 
rapidly gaining ground on them, rode up, 
and exhorted the Count to permit him to 
abandon to these animals his Horse; as such 
a. prey would naturally arrest their im¬ 
petuosity, and allow time for the Count and 
Countess to reach Zator. Podotski im¬ 
mediately agreed to the proposal; and the 
Heyduc , mounting behind the .Carriage, left 
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his Horse, who was soon overtaken, and torn 
in a thousand pieces. 

They continued their journey meanwhile 
with all possible speed, in the hope of getting 
to the Town, from which they were at an 
inconsiderable distance. But, their Horses 
were fatigued; and the Wolves, become more 
ravenous, as well as eager, by having tasted 
Blood, already were nearly up with them. 
In this extremity, the Hey due said to his 
Master, “ There is only one way left to save 
“ us. We shall all be devoured in a few 
“ Minutes. I am ready to sacrifice myself, 
“ by going to meet the Wolves, if you will 
“ swear to be a Father to my Wife and Chil- 
“ dren. I shall be destroyed; but, while 
“ they are occupied in falling upon me, you 
“ may escape.” Podotski, after a Moment’s 
reluctance to accept such an Offer, pressed 
nevertheless by the prospect of imminent De¬ 
struction to them all, and seeing no prospect 
of any other means of Extrication, consented; 
and assured him, that if he were'capable of 
devoting himself for their common preserva¬ 
tion, his family should find in him a constant 
Protector. The Heyduc instantly descend¬ 
ing, advanced to meet the Wolves, who sur- 
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rounded and soon dispatched him. But, 
his magnanimous Sacrifice of himself, by 
checking the ardor of their pursuit, allowed 
Count Podotski time to reach the Gates 
of Zator in safety. I ought not to omit 
that the j Hey due was a Dissident or Pro¬ 
testant, while his Master professed the Ca¬ 
tholic religion; a circumstance which greatly 
added to the merit and effect of the Sacrifice. 
I believe that Count Podotski most reli¬ 
giously fulfilled his engagement, to befriend 
the family of his faithful Servant. For the 
honor of human Nature, we ought not to 
suppose it possible that he could fail on 
such a point. I cannot say that I have 
heard him relate this Story, himself; but, I 
have received it from those persons who 
knew its Authenticity, and who recounted it 
to me at Vienna, while the Count was 
engaged in the same room at Play, in the 
Hotel of the French Embassador, the Baron 
de Breteuil, only about two years after it 
took place. An instance of more prompt, 
cool, and generous self-Devotion, is perhaps 
not to be found in the History of Mankind ; 
nor ought its value to be in any Degree 
diminished by the Consideration, that even 
if the Hey due had not acted as he did, they 
must all probably have perished together. 
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If Naples, in 1779, offered a number of 
enchanting Objects to the Imagination and 
the Senses ; Florence, where I likewise pas¬ 
sed a considerable time in the same year, 
presented others not less captivating to the 
Mind. The “ Palazzo Vecchio,” once in¬ 
habited by the elder Cosmo, and by Lorenzo 
de’ Medicis : Names which will be for ever 
venerated;—the Chapel of St. Lorenzo, 
where reposed the remains of so many Prin¬ 
ces or Individuals of that illustrious Fami¬ 
ly, whose Monuments were adorned by the 
Hand of Michael Angelo;—the Gallery con¬ 
structed for the reception of all those Mas¬ 
ter-pieces of ancient, and of modern Genius, 
which Taste and Expense had collected in 
the lapse of Ages—even the surrounding 
Scenery, the River Arno, Fiesole, Vallom- 
brosa, and every Object, awakened classic, 
or poetic recollections. Sir Horace Mann, 
who was then the British Minister at the 
Court of Tuscany, had long outlived the 
Extinction of the House of Medicis; for 
which Race of Princes he seemed to preserve 
the same predilection, which Brantome al¬ 
ways manifests for the Family of Valois, 
above the Line of Bourbon. He remem¬ 
bered, and personally knew, the last Grand 
Duke of the Medicean line, John Gaston, 
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Avho died in 1737; in consequence of whose 
Decease without issue, those beautiful Por¬ 
tions of Italy, constituting his Dominions, 
were finally transferred to a Prince of Lor- 
rain. 

Conversing with Sir Horace Mann, on 
this Topic, which always excited liis re¬ 
gret; “John Gaston,” observed he to me, 
“ was one of the most superior and ac- 
“ complished Men, whom the present Cen- 
“ tury has witnessed, if his immoderate pur- 
“ suit of pleasures had not enervated his 
“ Mind, and debilitated his Frame. He be- 
“ came, long before his Death, incapable of 
“ continuing his family: but that inability 
“ did not produce its Extinction. A sort of 
“ fatality seemed to overhang the House of 
“ Medicis, and to render ineffectual all the 
“ measures adopted for its prolongation. 
“When the fact became perfectly ascer- 
“ tained, that John Gaston could not per- 
“ petuate his line, the Cardinal Hippolito de 
'“ Medicis, his Uncle, was selected for that 
“ purpose; a Dispensation from his ecclesi- 
*“ astical Vows, being previously obtained 
“ from the Papal See. The only, and the 
•“ indispensable object of the Marriage, be- 
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“ ing the attainment of Heirs male to the 
“ Grand Duchy, in order to prevent its sei- 
“ zure by foreign Violence, or its incorpora- 
“ tion with the Austrian, French, or Spanish 
“ Monarchies; all Italy was searched, with 
“ the view of finding a young and hand- 
“ some Princess, from whom might be ex- 
“ pected a numerous Family. A Princess of 
“ Mirandola, on whom the selection fell, 
“ seemed to unite every requisite, qualifica- 
“ tion. The Nuptials were solemnized; 
“ and the Bridegroom being of a feeble Con- 
“ stitution, as well as advanced in life, it was 
“ plainly insinuated to the Lady, that for 
“ reasons of State Necessity, connected with 
“the very political Existence of Tuscany 
“ under the reigning House, she must pro- 
“ duce an Heir. The .most agreeable youths 
“ and Pages about the Court were purposely 
“ thrown in her way, and every facility was 
“furnished, that might conduce to the ac- 
“ complishment of the Object. But, so sa- 
“ credly did she observe the Marriage Vow, 
“ that no seductions could make an impres- 
“ sion on her, and she remained without 
“ Issue. Her husband died, and was fol- 
“ lowed by John Gaston. France having 
“ acquired Lorrain, and Don Carlos being 
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“ made Sovereign of Naples, Tuscany was 
“ delivered over by the great Continental 
“ Powers, as a conquered or forfeited Coun- 
“ try, to Francis, Duke of Lorrain. But, 

“ no sooner had these Events taken place, 

“ than Hippolito’s Widow, who had sur- 
“ mounted every temptation to Inconstancy 
“ during his life, gave the reins to her Incli- 
“ nations, and brought into the world two 
“ or three Children, within a few years. It 
“ was thus that Florence, the repository of 
“ so many invaluable Monuments of Greek 
“ and Roman Sculpture, collected during 
“ successive Centuries, by the Princes of 
“ Medicis, together with the Territories de- 
“ pendant on it, passed into the Austrian 
“ Family.” Sir Horace little foresaw at 
that time, the new and more calamitous 
Revolutions impending over Tuscany, about 
to issue from the Volcano of the French Re¬ 
volution. 

That beautiful Country, the Cradle of the 
fine Arts, in 1779, under the mild and paren¬ 
tal government of the Grand Duke Leopold, 
enjoyed a great degree of felicity, as well as 
prosperity: perhaps as much, or more, than 
at any period of its History; either when a 
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Commonwealth, or under the Administra¬ 
tion of the House of Medicis. While his Fa¬ 
ther, the Emperor Francis, retained the So¬ 
vereignty of Tuscany, that Portion of Italy 
was considered only as a detached Province 
of the Austrian Monarchy,' rarely visited; 
and the internal Controul of which, Francis 
committed to Germans, or to subjects of 
Lorrain. But, with the Accession of Leo¬ 
pold, as Grand Duke, Florence assumed a 
new r Aspect; and though he occasionally re¬ 
paired to Vienna, in order to pay his duty to 
the Empress Maria Theresa his Mother, yet 
he was not partial to the Climate or Manners 
of Austria. He loved the Banks of the Arno, 
far more than those of the Danube; dividing 
his time between the Occupations of civil 
Government, the Education of his numerous 
family, which he superintended in person 
with great care; and the Researches of na¬ 
tural Philosophy, particularly Chymistry; 
for which last mentioned Pursuit, like the 
Emperor Francis, he nourished a strong 
predilection. In imitation of other royal 
Philosophers, ancient and modern, with the 
single illustrious Exceptions, I believe, of 
the great Frederic, King of Prussia, and of 
Charles, the Twelfth of Sweden; he sought 
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in the gratifications of female Society, the 
best relief from the Toils and Cares of State. 
An English Lady, the Countess Cowper, be¬ 
came at this time distinguished by his At¬ 
tachment; and the exertion of his Interest 
with Joseph the Second his Brother, * pro¬ 
cured her Husband, Earl Cowper, to be cre¬ 
ated soon afterwards a Prince of the German 
Empire : an Honor, which I believe, had not 
been conferred on any British Subject, since 
the beginning of the last Century, when John 
Churchill, the great Duke of Marlborough, 
was raised to the dignity of Prince of Mil- 
denheim, by the Emperor Joseph the First, 
after the memorable victory of Blenheim. 

While l am engaged on the subject of the 
two Brothers, Joseph and Leopold, who 
were successively Emperors of Germany, as 
well as Kings of Hungary and Bohemia, 1 
shall make a few Observations relative to 
both these Princes. The reign of Joseph, 
comprizing more than nine years, from No¬ 
vember 1780 , to February 1790 , may be 
considered as one of the most unfortunate 
and injurious in its Effects to the House-of 
Austria, which occurs in the Annals of that 
Family. He possessed nevertheless many 
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eminent Virtuesj Activity, Frugality, enlarge¬ 
ment of Mind, facility of Access, indefatigable 
Application, great renunciation of Pleasure, 
the desire of acquiring Knowledge, and of 
ameliorating the Condition of his People. 
But he was theoretical, of an irritable Tem¬ 
per, precipitate, ambitious, despotic; and 
led astray by his anxiety to appear, like his 
Contemporary, Frederic the Second, King 
of Prussia, his own General and Minister. 
That great Prince last named, became, him¬ 
self, on more than one Occasion, during the 
“ Seven Years War,” as is well known, the 
victim of his temerity or pertinacity in reject¬ 
ing the advice of his Commanders. Joseph 
attempted, with far inferior Talents, to con¬ 
duct the military Operations; but Disaster 
perpetually attended him in the field. Lau- 
dohn was reduced to the necessity of forcing 
him to quit the Camp in Lower Hungary, 
during the War carried on against the Turks; 
and his Arms never penetrated beyond the 
Danube, into Servia, till he left the Army, 
and retired to Vienna. His Alliance with 
Catherine the Second, and his visits to the 
Crimea in her Company, of which romantic 
Journeys the Prince de Ligne has given us 
such amusing Details; produced no perma- 
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nent advantages to his Crown, or real be¬ 
nefit to his People. We know that he had 
actually made with the Russian Empress, a 
partition of all the European portion of the 
Turkish Dominions, and of some of the 
Asiatic Provinces lying along the Shore of 
the Black Sea: but, the two Sovereigns found 
it easier to divide Poland, than to dismem¬ 
ber Turkey. Joseph’s imprudent, arbitrary, 
and impolitic infractions of the privileges, or 
constitutional rights of his Flemish Subjects, 
when aggravated by his suppression of many 
of the Monastic Establishments ; produced 
either an Insurrection, or a dangerous fermen¬ 
tation among the Hungarians, and through¬ 
out the Austrian Netherlands. While he 
fondly anticipated the Conquest of the Otto¬ 
man Provinces t beyond Belgrade, which 
Prince Eugene had subjected to Charles the 
Sixth, seventy years earlier; the Hungarians 
opened a secret Negotiation of the most 
dangerous nature, with the Court of Berlin; 
and the Flemings overturned the Imperial 
Government at Brussels. Even the Arch¬ 
duchy of Austria, and the Kingdom of Bo¬ 
hemia, manifested symptoms of Disaffection: 
while the French Revolution, which had 
commenced in the Summer of 1789, advanc- 
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ing with gigantic steps towards Democracy, 
Anarchy, and external Violence, painfully 
attracted his Attention on that vulnerable 
Quarter, which He had imprudently dis¬ 
mantled and laid open to Invasion. Such 
was the critical and convulsed State of the 
Austrian Monarchy, when Joseph expired 
at Vienna, in the Spring of 1790, at the age 
of forty-nine; leaving no Issue,by either of 
his Wives; but, extenuated by Diseases, 
caused or accelerated in their progress, by 
his own irritability of Temper, agitation of 
Mind, and the augmenting embarrassment of 
his Affairs. 

* * * O „ ^ h i 

Leopold, who succeeded him, and who 
was unquestionably a Prince of deep Re¬ 
flection, enlarged Capacity, and sound Judg¬ 
ment; perceived the Misfortunes which had 
flowed from the spirit of Innovation, Reform, 
and restless Activity or Ambition, that had 
characterized his Brother. But, it was not 
easy for him to withdraw from the political 
Connexions formed by Joseph, with the Em¬ 
press Catherine the Second. Yet, alarmed 
at the state of Flanders and of Hungary, 
while he dreaded the issue of the revolu¬ 
tionary Struggle in which his Brother-in-law, 
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Louis the Sixteenth, was involved with his 
subjects; Leopold, after many doubts, and 
much hesitation, finally determined to quit 
the Alliance of Russia. A Circumstance 
which took place not long after his Acces¬ 
sion, confirmed him in the resolution. Po¬ 
temkin, who then governed his imperial 
Mistress and the Court of Petersburgh; 
commanding the Armies of that Power in 
the vicinity of Oczakow, on the Coast of the 
Black Sea, pushed his * Conquests against 
the Turks, so far to the Westward, in Mol¬ 
davia and Walachia, as to approach the 
Austrian Frontier, on the Lower Danube, 
in Servia. Uneasy at the advances of such 
a neighbour, the Emperor addressed a letter 
to him, couched in very obliging language; 
but, intimating His Imperial Majesty’s 
wishes that he would desist from prosecu¬ 
ting his advantages any farther on that side. 
Potemkin, intoxicated with favor, brutal in 
his Manners, insolent, and restrained by no 
considerations of policy, or of respect for 
the Dignity of the writer, had the audacity 
to throw the letter on the ground, in the 
Presence of various Persons, to spit upon 
it, and to trample it under foot; adding the 
most injurious or insulting Epithets relative 
VOL. i. u 
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personally to Leopold. These barbarous 
and impolitic Ebullitions of his rage, were 
reported soon afterwards to the Emperor, 
by Eoscari, the Venetian Embassador at the 
Court of Petersburgh ; who having returned 
to Venice, and there meeting His Imperial 
Majesty, acquainted him with the facts. 
Leopold heard the Narration with great 
apparent Calmness, but such an insult did 
not make the less deep impression on his 
Mind. We may however assume with Pro¬ 
bability, that before Potemkin would have 
ventured on so outrageous an act of Con¬ 
tempt toward his Sovereign’s Ally, he had 
good reason to believe that the existing ties 
between the two Courts or Sovereigns, were 
about to be dissolved, and new Alliances to 
be formed by Austria. 

In fact, Leopold, from an early period of 
his Reign, turned all his views towards the 
two Courts of Berlin and London. After 
concluding a Treaty at Reichenbach, with 
the King of Prussia, he made Peace with 
the Turks at Sistova; wisely renouncing all 
his Brother Joseph’s Conquests in Bosnia 
and Servia, restoring Belgrade to the Porte, 
and abandoning his Connexions with Cathe- 
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xine. Impelled by an auxious desire of 
arresting the Course of those French Revo¬ 
lutionary Principles* which, he foresaw, 
would, if not checked, eventually involve 
Europe in the greatest Calamities, he set on 
foot the celebrated Interview of Pilnitz. In 
the Summer of 1791, having repaired with 
his eldest Son, the present Emperor Francis, 
to the Castle or hunting Seat of that name, 
belonging to the Elector of Saxony, situate 
near Dresden; Frederic William, accom¬ 
panied in like manner by his future Suc¬ 
cessor, the reigning King of Prussia, there 
met Leopold. Their Conferences led to a 
Treaty, which adopted as its fundamental 
Basis, the Resolution “ not to make war 
“ on France , but to arm against the intro- 
“ duction of French Revolutionary Prin - 
“ ciples into Germany and the Low Coun- 
“ tries.” The Emperor, who had formed 
an opinion to which lie systematically ad¬ 
hered, that the Republican Faction in Paris 
would only be aided by Aggression and Hos¬ 
tility, thought that War must therefore be 
avoided: but, he conceived that the great 
Powers of Europe should arm against French 
Principles , by forming a military Cordon 
round France; thus shutting in, if I may 50 
u 2 
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express myself, the moral or political Infec¬ 
tion, and leaving them to exhaust their de¬ 
mocratic rage on each other. 

Such was the unquestionable object and 
scope of that memorable Treaty of Pilnitz, 
relative to which so much has been said or 
written within the last twenty years, and 
whose very Existence has been called in 
Question. How far the Plan might have 
proved efficacious, if it had been generally 
acted upon by all the Germanic Body, as 
early as 1791; and if Leopold, who framed 
it, had lived to conduct its Operations ; it is 
difficult to venture a decided Opinion: but, 
for the authenticity of the Pact itself, I think 
I may challenge Contradiction; Perhaps, 
moral and political Principles are not to be 
shut in or compressed by any defensive pre¬ 
cautions which can be adopted by human 
wisdom. I am fully convinced at least, that 
when Mr. Pitt, early in 1793, declared open 
Hostility on France, he could not have saved 
England by temporizing Measures. Nay, I 
thought at the time, and I continue so,to 
think now, after the lapse of more than 
twenty years, that Mr. Fox would have 
formed the same Estimate, and would have 
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acted precisely in the same maimer, if he 
had been seated in Mr. Pitt’s place, as First 
Minister, on the Treasury Bench. The 
whole difference in their mode of seeing and 
appreciating the tendency of the French 
Revolution, lay in the possession, or the 
negation, of political Power. Indeed, the 
fact was practically proved, when Fox, after 
Pitt’s Decease in 1806, arrived at Employ¬ 
ment. It soon became evident how much 
his attainment of a Seat in the Cabinet, had 
illuminated his understanding, as well as 
invigorated his Measures, in opposition to 
revolutionary Principles and their conse¬ 
quences, Fox’s masterly Speech on the 
Cession of the two Margraviates of Anspach 
and Bareith to Bavaria, by Frederic William 
King of Prussia, and his Acceptance of 
Hanover from Bonaparte, as a Compensa¬ 
tion ; sufficiently demonstrated that he then 
saw through the Optics of Pitt and Burke. 
The present Earl of Chatham, if he had been 
seated under the Gallery at the Time, might 
have exclaimed with Isabella in “ Measure 
for Measure,” on hearing the Secretary’s 
Harangue, 

u There spake my Brother. There my Father’s Grave 
Did utter forth a Voice!”- 
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I return to Leopold. So anxious was 
he to form a defensive League against 
the French Republican Contagion, that on 
the very Day succeeding his Coronation at 
Frankfort, as Emperor of Germany, in the 
Autumn of 1790 , he despatched a confiden¬ 
tial Agent, whom I well know, and who is 
still living, to the Court of Berlin, empowered 
to open a private Negotiation with Frederic 
William. It was confined personally to the 
two Sovereigns ; their respective first Minis¬ 
ters, Kaunitz and Hertzberg, being excluded 
from any knowledge of the Transaction. The 
King of Prussia, who came readily into 
Leopold’s views, employed Bischoffswerder, 
his Favorite, to carry back his assent. But, 
no final or effectual Measures, as they well 
knew, could be settled, without the parti¬ 
cipation of England. Mr. Pitt and Lord 
Grenville entered ardently into the Plan, 
which had principally in view two Objects; 
to arrest the arms of Catherine on the Shore 
of the Euxine, and to coerce the Repub¬ 
licans of Paris, without making offensive 
War on France. The former of these points 
would unquestionably have been attained, if 
Mr. Fox had not excited so formidable an 
Opposition in the House of Commons, as 
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compelled the Ministry reluctantly to recede 
from their Engagements. He at the same 
time sent Mr. Adair, as his own private 
Agent, to Petersburgh; an act, for which, 
many persons thought that he deserved Im¬ 
peachment, far more than Hastings merited 
Prosecution on Account of his Conduct 
while Governor General of India. Leopold, 
apprehensive of Catherine’s resentment, 
doubtful of Mr. Pitt’s and Lord Grenville’s 
sincerity, nor without alarm at the murmurs 
which he foresaw would arise among his 
own Troops, on the evacuation of Belgrade, 
and the Restitution of his Conquests in Ser- 
via; said to a Gentleman, a Native of Great 
Britain, deep in his Confidence, with whom 
he was accustomed to unbosom his thoughts, 
and who had formed the medium of his In¬ 
tercourse with Frederic William, “ J’ai sign£ 
la Paix avec les Turcs; mais , la Grande 
Bretagne, est-elle sincere ? Me tiendra-t-elle 
ses Engagemens ? Catherine sera inexorable . 
Je Vai vu en Songe , Hier, la nuit, le Poignard 
h la Main.” He even disapproved and 
lamented the line of Conduct adopted by 
Pitt towards the Empress, in the Business 
of Oczakow, as severe, irritating, and cal¬ 
culated to render her implacable. “ Why,” 
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observed Leopold, speaking to the same 
friend, “ rob the Empress of her laurels, 
“ and humiliate Her in the eyes of Europe? 
“ It is necessary that her Head should be 
“ encircled with Glory, in order to hide 
“ her Feet, which are all stained with 
“ Blood.” In fact, Catherine, who never 
forgave either Austria, Prussia, or England, 
for their conduct towards her, propelled 
those Powers to commence War on France 
in 1792; but, she extended no Assistance to 
them in the Contest. On the contrary, she 
compelled Frederic William to withdraw 
from the great Alliance, and to return home, 
by attacking Poland. “ If,” said the King, 
addressing himself to the distinguished Indi¬ 
vidual already alluded to, “ I had not 
“ marched my Army back into my own 
“ Dominions, she would not only have taken 
“ Warsaw, but have entered Berlin likewise 
“ with her Troops.” It was Russia, there¬ 
fore, which acted as one great Cause of the 
Overthrow of the first Confederacy formed 
against Republican France. 

During the Autumn of the year 1791, 
Leopold being on his way from Vienna to 
Florence, stopped, for the Purpose of Re« 
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freshment, at a small post House in the 
Duchy of Styria; where, while he remained, 
a croud of his own Subjects, pressed round 
to look at him. Among them he remarked 
an old Woman, who, when he got into his 
Carriage, approached it; and knocking 
against the Glass with her hand, addressed 
some words to him in a tone of great vio¬ 
lence and asperity, accompanied with Ges¬ 
tures indicative of resentment: but, as she 
spoke in the Styrian Dialect, he was wholly 
unable to comprehend her meaning. Ap¬ 
prehending that she might have some Com¬ 
plaint to prefer, or might have received some 
Injury demanding redress, he ordered his 
Attendants to question her on the subject of 
her application. They manifested consider¬ 
able reluctance in explaining to him its na¬ 
ture; but on his insisting to be informed, 
one of them answered that she said, “ Ren- 
“ der Justice promptly. We know all that 
“ the Poissardes have done at Paris.” The 
Emperor made no reply; but, when he re¬ 
counted the Story to the Gentleman who re¬ 
lated it to me, and to whom He was used to 
speak without Reserve, he added, “ You 
“ may suppose that I have read and reflected 
“ much upon the French Revolution, and 
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“ its Consequences: but, all that has been 
“ said, or can be written upon it, never car- 
“ ried such Conviction to my Mind, as the 
“ few words uttered by the old Woman in 
“ Styria.” They forcibly remind us of the 
Female, who observed to Alexander the 
Great, that if he was not at Leisure to hear 
Abuses, and to redress Grievances, why did 
he reign ? 

Notwithstanding all the efforts made by 
the Emigrants, for inducing Leopold to 
commence War with France, he remained 
inflexibly steady to his System of arming 
against the Revolution , but of never attack¬ 
ing the French Nation . It was not till after 
his Decease, under Francis, his Successor, in 
the Summer of 1792, that the Austrians en¬ 
tered Champagne, in conjunction with the 
Prussian Forces. Leopold’s Death took 
place on the first day of March, that very 
year, at Prague; to which City he had re¬ 
paired for the purpose of being there crowned 
King of Bohemia. I think I may venture to 
assert with Confidence, that he was poison¬ 
ed ; and that the Poison was administered in 
Confectionary, which a Lady presented him 
at a Masquerade. Every Endeavour was 
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used to conceal the fact; and with that 
view, it was pretended that his End had 
been produced by some Drugs or Incentives, 
which he himself prepared in his own Labo¬ 
ratory :—for, he passed much time in chymi- 
cal researches and processes. But, Agu- 
sius, his Physician, who opened his Body, 
did not entertain any doubt that he fell a 
victim to Poison. 

During the Spring of the year 1798, chan¬ 
cing to be alone with a foreign Nobleman, 
in London; whose name I do not think pro¬ 
per to mention, he being still alive, but 
whose veracity was unquestionable; and 
who, as having been the Embassador of a 
Crowned Head, at the Court of Vienna, 
when Leopold’s Death happened, must have* 
possessed the best means of obtaining Infor¬ 
mation ; I ventured to interrogate him oh 
the subject. “ I was accustomed,” answered 
he, “ during the last year of the Emperor’s 
“ life, to see him frequently, and to have 
“ long Audiences of him, on Business, in his 
“ Closet. During these Interviews, I be- 
“ held him when divested of any disguise; 
“ and I can pronounce, as a matter of cer- 
“ tainty, that the Force of his Mind was then 
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“ altogether broken, and his Faculties en- 
“ feebled. His Memory in particular had 
“ become so weakened, that he could no 
“ longer retain from one Day to another, the 
“ facts or images committed to it. He rarely 
“ recollected the Conversation of the precede 
V ing Morning. This premature Decay of 
“ his intellectual powers, resulted from his 
“ inordinate passion for the other Sex, which 
“ had characterised him at every period of 
“ his life, and which he continued to indulge 
“ when it proved destructive to his frame. 
“ The Brain was particularly affected. In 
“ my Audiences of Leopold, he always 
“ w alked up and down the Apartment, dur- 
“ ing the whole time. On his Table lay a 
“ number of rolls of Wax, which he bit from 
“one Minute to another, spitting out the 
“ pieces on the floor. When he quitted the 
“ room, whether any other persons were pre- 
“ sent, or whether we were alone, he never 
“ advanced forward in a straight line; but 
“ he went round the sides of the Chamber, 
“ touching with his hand the Wainscot, or 
“ the Window shutters. No Circumstances 
“ could more strongly indicate a disordered 
“ or enfeebled Understanding. As to the 
“ nature of his Death, I am unable positively 



MEMOIRS. 


301 


to pronounce upon the fact. Certainly, 
“ his Body, when opened, exhibited every 
“ mark of Poison. But, if he was poisoned, 
“ by whom was it administered, or with 
“what Object? I cannot pretend to guess, 
“ nor even to form a Conjecture.” Two Opi¬ 
nions, as I have been assured, prevailed at 
Prague, respecting it; both of which were 
alike founded on Leopold’s well known de¬ 
termination not to engage in a War with 
France. One Party maintained that the Gi¬ 
rondists, which Faction then predominated 
at Paris, dreading the effects of his defensive 
System, as most injurious to their tenure of 
Power, removed him in the manner related: 
while another Party accused the Emigrants 
of having produced his Death, as the only 
means left them of regaining their Estates, by 
forcing an immediate rupture between the 
Austrian and French Governments. 1 must 
leave the fact problematical. Time, how¬ 
ever, will probably elucidate its nature. 

Among the Objects of mingled Curiosity 
and Compassion, which Florence presented 
in 1779, to the view of an Englishman, was 
the Chevalier de St. George; or, as we com¬ 
monly denominate him, the Pretender . It 
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was impossible to contemplate him, without 
making many reflections on his own Destiny, 
and on the condition of the infatuated Fa¬ 
mily of which he was the Representative. 
•Neither ancient, nor modern History, pre¬ 
sents the example of a line of Princes so 
eminently unfortunate, during a succession 
of Ages! The Calamities which overwhelmed 
the House of Bourbon, awful as they must 
be esteemed, have been comprized within the 
space of five and twenty years: but, from 
James the First of Scotland , murdered in 
the most inhuman manner, at Perth, in 1437, 
down to the last of his Descendants; with 
only the two exceptions of James the First 
of j England, and Charles the Second; all 
the others perished by the hand of the Exe¬ 
cutioner, or by violent and premature Death, 
or died in Exile, maintained by foreign Con¬ 
tribution. It was not, however, merely when 
considered as the Grandson of James the 
Second, and the Inheritor of the pretensions 
of the Stuarts, that the Chevalier de St. 
George excited an Interest in the mind of 
every reflecting Spectator. By his Mother, 
he descended from the celebrated John So- 
bieski, King of Poland, who was his mater¬ 
nal great Grandfather; the first Chevalier de 
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St. George having carried off from Inspruck, 
about the year 1719, and married, Clementi¬ 
na Sobieska, daughter and heiress of Prince 
James Sobieski, whom Charles the Twelfth, 
King of Sweden, meditated, some years ear¬ 
lier, to have placed on the Polish Throne. In 
right of that Princess, her Son succeeded to 
very considerable patrimonial Estates situ¬ 
ated in Poland ; the produce of which, form¬ 
ed a much more solid source of Support, 
than the precarious Allowance or Donations, 
made and withdrawn as Circumstances im¬ 
pelled, by the French and Spanish Crowns, 
or by the Apostolic See. Clement the Four¬ 
teenth (Gangauelli), when he refused to con¬ 
tinue to the Chevalier, the public Honors 
previously enjoyed by his Father and himself 
at Rome, where a Canopy, decorated with 
the Royal Arms of Great Britain, was erect¬ 
ed over their Box in the Theatre; retrenched 
likewise the pecuniary Appointments , antece¬ 
dently paid him out of the Treasury of St. 
Peter. Nor do I believe that they were re¬ 
stored by Pius the Sixth, after his Election 
to the Papal Chair in 1775: but, the Pre¬ 
tender's Income at the time of which I speak, 
might be estimated at more than five thou¬ 
sand Pounds Sterling; a Sum fully ade- 
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quate, at Florence, to maintain an Establish¬ 
ment becoming his situation. 

His Faculties, even in their Zenith, appear 
to have been very moderate: but his Valour, 
though not heroic, was never, 1 believe, cal¬ 
led in question by the Scots, during his 
Campaign in 1745 and 1746; as that of 
Charles the Second had been doubted in 
1652, at the Battle of Worcester; and as 
James the Second’s Courage was questioned, 
on various Occasions, both as Lord High 
Admiral, on the water, during the two 
Dutch Wars under his Brother’s Reign, 
and on the land. Charles the First is in¬ 
deed the only Prince of the Stuart Race, 
after their Accession to the English Throne, 
whose Bravery, conspicuously displayed at 
Edge Hill, at Newbury, at Na&eby, and in 
many other Battles or Encounters, iduring 
the Course of the Civil Wars, equally sus¬ 
tained him in the last act of his life, on the 
Scaffold. In 1779, Charles Edward exhi¬ 
bited to the world, a very humiliating Spec¬ 
tacle. At the Theatre, where he appeared 
almost every Evening, he was conducted by 
his Domestics, who laid him on a species of 
Sofa, in the back part of his Box; while 
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the Countess d’Albany, his Consort, occu¬ 
pied the front seat during the whole Per¬ 
formance. Count Alfieri, a Man singularly 
eccentric in his Mind, Habits, and Manners; 
whose dramatic Productions have since ren¬ 
dered him known; her “ Cavaliero ser~ 
“ vante ,” always attended on her in public, 
according to the established usages of So¬ 
ciety throughout Italy. As, for obvious 
reasons, English Subjects could not be pre¬ 
sented to a man who still laid Claim to the 
British Crown; no Opportunity of distinctly 
seeing the Chevalier de St. George, offered 
itself, except across the Theatre: and even 
there he lay concealed, as I have already ob¬ 
served, on account of his Infirmities : rarely 
coming forward to view. 

Being desirous, therefore, to obtain a more 
accurate idea of his Face and Person, than 
could be acquired at such a distance; I 
took my station, one Evening, at the head of 
a private Staircase, near the Door by which, 
when the Performance closed, he quitted the 
Playhouse. Previous to my leaving Eng¬ 
land in 1777, His Majesty had been pleased, 
at the application of Lord Robert Manners, 
who then commanded the third Regiment ot 
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Dragoon Guards, to give me a Lieutenant's 
Commission ; and Lord Robert had allowed 
me to wear his Uniform, which I had on at 
the time. The present General Manners, 
now first Equerry to the King, and who has 
represented the Town of Cambridge in Par¬ 
liament for a great number of years; then a 
Cornet in his father’s Regiment, dressed in 
the same Uniform, and actuated by a similar 
Curiosity, accompanied me. As,soon as the 
Chevalier approached near enough to distin¬ 
guish the English Regimental, he instantly 
stopped, gently shook off the two Servants 
who supported him, one on each side; and 
taking off his Hat, politely saluted us. He 
then passed on to his Carriage, sustained by 
the two Attendants, as he descended the 
Staircase. I could not help, as I looked at 
him, recollecting the series of Dangers and 
Escapes which he underwent or effected, for 
successive Months, among the Hebrides, 
after his defeat at Culloden: a chain of Ad¬ 
ventures which has no parallel among mo¬ 
dern Nations, except in those equally extra¬ 
ordinary Hardships which distinguished the 
flight of Charles the Second from Worces¬ 
ter ; or in the romantic Extremities to which 
Stanislaus, King of Poland, was reduced in 
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1734, after his Evasion and Flight from 
Dantzic. Mrs. Lane gave to the former of 
those Princes, the same noble proofs, of dis¬ 
interested Devotion, which Flora Macdonald 
displayed towards the Pretender: and both 
were eminently indebted for their final preser¬ 
vation, to female Honor or Loyalty. Charles 
Edward’s Complexion was dark, and he 
manifestly bore the same family resemblance 
to his Grandfather James the Second, that 
His Britannic Majesty’s Countenance, pre¬ 
sents to George the First, or to the late 
King. On the Occasion just related, he 
wore, besides the Decorations of the Order 
of the Garter , a velvet great Coat, which his 
infirm Health rendered necessary, even in 
Summer, on coming out of the Theatre; and 
a Cocked Hat, the sides of which were half 
drawn up with gold twist. His whole Figure, 
paralytic and debilitated, presented the ap¬ 
pearance of great bodily Decay. 

The strength of his Mind had likewise 
become extinct at this time; and with the 
decline of his intellectual Powers, the sua¬ 
vity of his Temper forsaking him,” he became 
irritable, morose, and intractable, particu¬ 
larly in his family. An unhappy propensity 
x 2 
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to Wine, which he gratified to Excess, while 
it enervated his System, rendered him fre¬ 
quently an object of Pity or of Contempt, 
when in public; divesting him of that Dig¬ 
nity which would otherwise have always ac¬ 
companied the Descendant and Representa¬ 
tive of so many Kings. His Misfortunes, 
Exile, and anomalous Situation, aggravated 
by mortifications of various kinds which he 
had undergone, both in France, and at 
Rome; probably induced him to have re¬ 
course to the Grape, for procuring Oblivion, 
or dispensing temporary felicity. That me¬ 
lancholy Indulgence extinguished the last 
hope which Fortune ever tendered him of as¬ 
cending the Throne of England, justly for¬ 
feited by the Tyranny and imbecile Bigotry 
of James the Second. 

I know from high Authority, that as late 
as the year 1770, the Duke de Choiseul, 
then First Minister of France, not deterred 
by the ill success of the Attempts made in 
1715, and in 1745, meditated to undertake 
a third Effort for restoring the House of 
Stuart. His enterprizing Spirit led him to 
profit of the Dispute which arose between 
the English and Spanish Crowns, respecting 
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the possession of Falkland Islands, in order 
to accomplish the Object. As the first step 
necessary towards it, he dispatched a pri¬ 
vate Emissary to Rome, who signified to 
Charles Edward, the Ouke’s desire of seeing 
him immediately at Paris. He complied, 
and arrived in that City with the utmost 
privacy. Having announced it to Choiseul, 
the Minister fixed the same Night, at twelve 
o’Clock, when he and the Marshal de Broglio 
would be ready to receive the Pretender , 
and to lay before him their plan for an Inva¬ 
sion of England. The Hotel de Choiseul 
was named for the Interview, to which place 
he was enjoined to repair in a hackney 
Coach, disguised, and without any Attendant. 
At the appointed time, the Duke and the 
Marshal, furnished with the requisite papers 
and instructions drawn up for his conduct 
on the Expedition, were ready: but, after 
waiting a full Hour, expecting his appear¬ 
ance every instant, when the Clock struck 
one, they concluded that some unforeseen 
Accident must have intervened to prevent his 
Arrival. Under this Impression they were 
preparing to separate, when the noise of 
wheels was heard in the Court yard ; and a 
few Moments afterwards, the Pretender en¬ 
tered the room, in a state of Such Intoxica- 
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tion, as to be utterly incapable even of ordi¬ 
nary Conversation. Disgusted, as well as 
indignant, at this disgraceful Conduct, and 
well convinced that no Expedition under¬ 
taken for the restoration of a man so lost to 
every sense of decency or self-interest, could 
be crowned with Success; Choiseul, without 
hesitation, sent him, next Morning, a pe¬ 
remptory Order to quit the French Domi¬ 
nions. The Pretender returned to Italy; 
and the Nobleman who related to me these 
particulars, being in Company with the late 
Duke of Glocester, in 1770 , while walking 
together in the Streets of Genoa, met the 
Chevalier de St. George, then on his way 
back from France to Rome. The Duke de 
Choiseul was soon afterwards dismissed by 
Louis the Fifteenth, and new principles of 
policy were adopted in the Cabinet of'Ver¬ 
sailles. The Contest respecting the Falkland 
Islands being accommodated, Peace continu¬ 
ed to subsist between the Courts of France 
and England: while Charles Edward, driven 
by the Mortifications which he experienced 
at Rome, to abandon that City, sought Re- 
fuge at Florence; where he finished in Janu¬ 
ary, 1788 , his inglorious Career, as James 
the Second had done in 1701 , at the Palace 
of St. Germain, in the Vicinity of Paris, 
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Louisa of Stolberg, Countess d’Albany, 
his Consort, merited a more agreeable Part¬ 
ner, and might, herself, have graced a Throne. 
When I saw her at Florence, though she had 
been long married, she was not quite twenty- 
seven years of age. Her person was formed 
on a small scale: she had a fair Complexion, 
delicate Features, and lively, as well as at¬ 
tractive Manners. Born Princess of Stolberg- 
Gedern, she excited great Admiration on 
her first Arrival from Germany : but in 1779 , 
no hope of Issue by the Chevalier could be 
any longer entertained ; and their mutual 
infelicity had attained to such a height, that 
she made various ineffectual attempts to 
obtain a Separation. The French Court 
may indeed be censured, in the Eye of 
Policy, for not having earlier negotiated and 
concluded the Pretender’s Marriage, if it 
was desired to perpetuate the Stuart Line of 
Claimants to the English Crown. When 
Charles Edward espoused the Princess of 
Stolberg, he had passed his fiftieth year, 
was broken in Constitution, and debilitated 
by Excesses of many kinds. Previous to his 
Decease, she quitted Italy, and finally esta¬ 
blished herself at Paris. In the year 1787 ,. 
I have passed the Evening at her residence, 
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the Hotel de Bourgogne, situate in the Faux- 
bourg St. Germain, where she supported an 
elegant Establishment. Her Person then 
still retained many pretensions to Beauty; 
and her Deportment, unassuming, but dig¬ 
nified, set off her Attractions. In one of the 
Apartments stood a Canopy, with a Chair of 
State, on ^vhich were displayed the royal 
Arms of Great Britain ; and every piece of 
Plate, down to the very Tea-spoons, were 
ornamented in a similar manner. Some of 
the more massy pieces, which were said to 
have belonged to Mary of Modena, James 
the Second’s Queen, seemed to revive the 
extinct recollections of the Revolution of 
1688 . A numerous Company, both English 
and French, male and female, was assembled 
under her roof, by all of whom she was ad¬ 
dressed only as Countess d’Albany: but her 
own Domestics, when serving her, invariably 
gave her the title of Majesty. The Honors 
of a Queen, were in like manner paid her by 
the Nuns of all those Convents in Paris, 
which she was accustomed to visit on certain 
Holydays or festivals. She continued to re¬ 
side in the Capital of France, till the cala¬ 
mitous progress of the French Revolution, 
compelling her to abandon that Country, she 
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repaired to London; where she found not 
only personal protection, but new resources 
in the. Liberality and Bounty of George the 
Third. 

While I am engaged on the Adventures of 
the Stuart Family, I shall commemorate a 
fact, which will probably impress every rea¬ 
der with astonishment. Dining at the pre¬ 
sent Earl of Hardwick’s, in London, with 
a large Company, in June, 1796 ; among the 
persons present, was the late Sir John Dal- 
rymple, known by his “ History of Eng¬ 
land,” and “ State Papers.” The Conversa¬ 
tion turning on historical Subjects, he assured 
us that the Princess Sophia, Mother of King 
George the First, who would have ascended 
the Throne of Great Britain in her own per¬ 
son, if she had not died about seven Weeks 
before Queen Anne; was nevertheless a de¬ 
termined Jacobite in her political Principles: 
On our expressing the Amazement which 
such an Assertion was calculated to produce, 
he declared, that while he was occupied in 
looking over the memorable Chest preserved 
in Kensington Palace, from which, in the 
beginning of the present reign, he took the 
State Papers given by Him to the world; he 
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found a Bundle of Letters, marked on the 
back, in King William’s own hand-writing, 
lt Letters of the Electress Sophia to the 
Court of St. Germain’s.” Having perused 
them, he ascertained beyond any Doubt, 
that Sophia ' was really engaged in close 
Correspondence with James the Second, 
and attached to his Interests, in opposition 
to those of William. Lord Rochford, who 
was then Secretary of State, having pro¬ 
cured for Sir John Dalrymple, permission 
from His Majesty, to examine and publish 
the Papers in question; he immediately 
communicated to that Nobleman his Disco¬ 
very: requesting at the same time, his Lord- 
ship’s Sanction or Approbation, in giving to 
the World the Letters of the Electress So¬ 
phia. “ Publish them by all means, Jack,” 
answered he. Thus empowered from such 
Authority, Dalrymple destined them with¬ 
out Delay for the Press: but, before he 
had time to get the Letters copied, Lord 
Rochford sent to him, desiring to have them 
delivered back to himself, in order that he 
might submit them to His Majesty’s Inspec¬ 
tion; he having on more mature reflection, 
judged it proper to take the King’s pleasure 
oh a matter of such Delicacy and Singularity. 
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Dalrymple returned them therefore to Lord 
Rochford, who carried them to the Queen’s 
House, and presented the Bundle to His 
Majesty. But, they were neither restored, 
nor was even any Allusion to them ever 
made in Conversation by the King; he no 
doubt conceiving it more judicious to com¬ 
mit such Documents to the flames, than to 
permit their publication. However extraor¬ 
dinary this Anecdote may appear, it ought 
not to surprize, on full consideration, that 
Sophia should feel the warmest Attachment 
to James the Second. He was very nearly 
related to her by Consanguinity; her Mother, 
Elizabeth, the unfortunate Queen of Bohe¬ 
mia, and Charles the First, his Father, being 
Brother and Sister. Nor could Sophia, dur¬ 
ing many years subsequent to the Revolu¬ 
tion of 1688, nourish the slightest Expecta¬ 
tion of being called to the British Throne, 
while the Princess Anne and her Issue in¬ 
terposed between the House of Brunswic 
and that Succession. Jt was not till after 
the Death of William,.the young Duke of 
Glocester, in 1700, when the Princess So¬ 
phia and her Descendants being named by 
Act of Parliament, to succeed eventually to 
the Crown of Great Britain, as the nearest 
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Protestant Heirs of the Royal line; her Inte¬ 
rests from that Period, became opposed to 
the right of Blood existing in the Stuart race. 

Brussels, where I made a short stay in 
the Summer of the same year, 1779, exhibit¬ 
ed another Prince in a state of physical and 
mental Infirmity, not less calculated to excite 
pity than the Pretender. The Austrian Ne¬ 
therlands were at that Time administered, 
as they had been almost ever since the Peace 
of Aix-la Chapellein 1748, by Prince Charles 
of Lorrain, as Representative of the Em¬ 
press-Queen. His double Alliance, both by 
Consanguinity and by Marriage, with the 
Emperor Francis and Maria Theresa; being 
Brother to the former, and having married 
the Sifter of the latter Sovereign;—these 
qualities and pretensions, rather than any 
mental Endowments, civil or military, had 
raised him to the Government of the Low 
Countries, the most enviable delegation of 
sovereign Power then existing in Europe. 
Neither Hungary, nor the Milaneze, nor 
Sicily, nor Sardinia, nor Ireland, nor Nor¬ 
way, could enter into any political Compe¬ 
tition with the rich Provinces of Flanders, 
Haynault, and Brabant. Brussels consti- 
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tuted one of the most pleasing, as well as 
elegant, Courts of the Continent; its local 
Position, almost central between Germany, 
Holland, France, and England, rendering it 
far more important in a diplomatic point of 
view, than either Venice, Turin, Warsaw, or 
Naples; perhaps I might add, even than 
Copenhagen or Stockholm. Prince Charles 
of Lorrain having been bred to the profession 
of Arms from his early youth, and possess¬ 
ing an athletic frame of Body, united with 
unquestionable personal Courage, had more 
than once nominally commanded the Aus¬ 
trian Armies. His passage of the Rhine in 
1744, and his irruption into Alsace, acquired 
him a degree of Reputation, which he by no 
means afterwards preserved during the me¬ 
morable “ Seven Years War.” To Frederic, 
King of Prussia, he formed indeed a most 
unequal Antagonist, as that great Prince suf¬ 
ficiently proved at the Battle of Lissa in 
December, 1757, where he defeated the Aus¬ 
trians, and on many other Occasions. When 
I was presented to Prince Charles, in Au¬ 
gust, 1779, he might be regarded as perform¬ 
ing the last of the Seven Ages of Man, and 
as sinking fast into “ mere Oblivion.” At his 
Levee he seemed apparently unconscious of 
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any thing beyond the mere Ceremony of the 
Hour, even his speech and articulation being 
rendered very indistinct by a paralytic. Affec¬ 
tion. He expired in the following Summer, 
at his Palace in the Vicinity of Brussels, re¬ 
gretted by the Flemings for his Moderation; 
and was succeeded in the Government gene¬ 
ral of the Netherlands, by the Archduchess 
Christina, the favorite Daughter of the Em¬ 
press Queen Maria Theresa. 

Never did a deeper political Gloom over¬ 
spread England, than in the Autumn of 1779, 
when I arrived in London from the Conti¬ 
nent. I question, whether at the time of 
the Destruction of the Ships of war lying in 
the Medway, burnt by the Dutch, under 
Charles the Second; or after the Defeat of 
the English and Dutch combined Fleets by 
the French, off Beachy-Head, in 1690, under 
William and Mary; which constitute two of 
the most calamitous Epochas in our History; 
greater Despondency, Consternation, and 
general Dissatisfaction, prevailed through¬ 
out the Kingdom. The disgraceful naval 
Campaign of 1778, in which Keppel’s En¬ 
gagement off Ushant, forms the principal or 
only feature; had been succeeded by another 
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year of Hostilities, still more humiliating to 
Great Britain. D’Orvilliers, at the head of 
the Fleets of France and Spain, rode Master 
of the Channel for a considerable time; and 
the total want of Enterprize, or of Informa¬ 
tion on their part, alone saved the Town, as 
well as the Dock-yards at Plymouth, from 
falling into the enemy’s possession. Not only 
was the place in want of many indispens¬ 
able Articles requisite to repel an Attack: 
even flints for supplying the Muskets, how¬ 
ever incredible the fact may appear, were 
deficient. Sir Charles Hardy, who com¬ 
manded our Fleet; inferior in number of 
Ships, and unapprized of the Enemy’s ap¬ 
proach to the Coast of England, remained 
quietly cruizing in the Atlantic, while they 
thus menaced our Shores. Happily, the de¬ 
fect of Intelligence, or want of mutual Con¬ 
fidence, in the combined Squadrons, sup¬ 
plied every Ministerial neglect; and extri¬ 
cated the Country from a Calamity, which, 
had it taken place, must have shaken not 
only the Administration, but would have 
convulsed the Throne itself. Faction did 
not however less pervade the Navy, where 
the respective Adherents of Keppel and, of 
Palliser, carried their reciprocal rancour to 
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the utmost height. The American War, after 
four unsuccessful Campaigns, began to grow 
odious to the Nation: while the Administra¬ 
tion, depressed under the weight of a Con¬ 
test, to which the Talents of the great Earl 
of Chatham might have been found unequal, 
did not manifest or exert the Energy demand¬ 
ed by the nature of the Emergency. Even 
the King, notwithstanding a Display of pri¬ 
vate Virtues, which since Charles the First 
had not been exhibited by any Sovereign of 
Great Britain, not even by William the Third, 
yet fully participated in the unpopularity of 
his Ministers. As he was supposed to feel a 
more than common interest in effecting the 
reduction of his revolted Subjects, so he was 
believed to exert a more than ordinary per¬ 
sonal influence over the Cabinet which di¬ 
rected the Operations of the War. 

After the return of Lord Howe in 1778, 
from his unsuccessful Campaigns in Ameri¬ 
ca, the supreme naval Command on that 
Coast, as well as in the West Indies, de¬ 
volved on Admiral Byron. He was a Brother 
of Lord Byron, whose fatal Duel with Mr. 
Chaworth rendered him unfortunately too 
conspicuous in the Journals of the House of 
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Peers. At an early period of his life, having 
been wrecked on the desart Coast of Pata¬ 
gonia, not far from Cape Horn, with Captain 
Cheap, in the “Wager” Frigate, he there 
endured those inconceivable hardships, of 
which he has left us an interesting Narrative. 
An intrepid and skilful, iio less than an ex¬ 
perienced naval Officer, he was nevertheless 
deficient in the Judgment, Promptitude, and 
decision of Character, requisite for conduct¬ 
ing the Operations of a numerous Fleet. On 
the element of the Water, an evil destiny 
seemed invariably tb accompany him, from 
his first Expedition under Commodore An¬ 
son, down to the close of his professional 
life. So well was this fact known in the 
Navy, that the Sailors bestowed on him the 
name of “ Foul Weather Jack,” and esteem¬ 
ed themselves certain of stormy Weather, 
whenever they sailed under his Command. 
From the time of his leaving England in 
1778, till his return about two years after¬ 
wards, all the Tempests of the deep seemed 
to have conspired against him. No Man 
could less say of Himself, with iEolus, or 
rather with Holstenius, 

“ Ventorumque facis Tempestatum<]ue potentem j” 
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Virgil having written the line, 

“ Nimborumque facis Tempestatumque potentem.” 

During the Action which Byron fought 
with D’Estaign, in July, 1779, off Grenada, 
all the characteristic valour of the British 
was displayed, not only by the Crews, but, 
by the Captains and their Commander. Yet 
the Honors of the day were divided, while 
the Advantages of it were reaped by France; 
though the slaughter of Men on the side of 
the French, prodigiously exceeded our loss. 
But, the West India Islands, one after ano¬ 
ther, fell into the Enemy’s hands; and after 
the Surrender of Grenada, when D’Estaign 
quitted Martinico, to carry the Arms of Louis 
the Sixteenth against Savannah, the Capital 
of Georgia, he triumphantly swept the Coast 
of America. We must reluctantly confess, 
that the Navy of England at this period of 
the present Reign, had sunk to a point of 
Depression hardly conceivable, when com¬ 
pared with the Times of Hawke, Saunders, 
and Boscawen; or if placed near the still 
more splendid period of Jervis, Duncan, and 
Nelson. We may incline to attribute so 
extraordinary a Contrast, to the errors or in¬ 
ability of Lord North’s Administration: the 
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popular voice, I well know, sanctioned that 
accusation: but, its Cause lay principally in 
the nature of the Contest, which depressing 
the national Energy, and dividing the public 
Opinion, unnerved the British Spirit, and 
allowed France, during near four years, from 
1778 to 1782, aided by Spain, to make such 
Exertions, as acquired them a temporary As¬ 
cendant on the Ocean. Byron, recalled from 
his Command, soon afterwards revisited Eng¬ 
land, and his Name occurs no more in our 
naval History: but, it has derived new Cele¬ 
brity in the present Times, from the poetic 
Eminence to which his Grandson has attain¬ 
ed, by Productions -emulating, perhaps sur¬ 
passing, the fame of Spenser, of Gray, of. 
Mason, and of Scott. 

To Byron, succeeded Rodney, who fills 
so distinguished a place during the unfortu¬ 
nate Period of the American War: a naval 
Commander as much distinguished by the 
prosperous Fatality which attended him, as 
Byron seemed to be under the influence of 
an unlucky Planet. Cardinal Mazarin, who, 
before he employed any Individual, always 
asked, “ JEst-il heureux?” had he been First 
Minister of England, might have selected 
v 2 
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Rodney for active Service, upon that prim 
ciple, from among all the Admirals in the 
Navy. His Person was more elegant than 
seemed to become his rough Profession. 
There was even something that approached 
to delicacy and effeminacy in his figure: but 
no man manifested a more temperate and 
steady Courage in Action. I had the honor 
to live in great personal Intimacy with him, 
and have often heard him declare, that su¬ 
periority to Fear was not in him the physical 
effect of Constitutionbn the contrary, no 
man being more sensible by Nature to that 
Passion, than himself: Jbut, that he surmount¬ 
ed it from the Considerations of Honor and 
public Duty. Like the famous Marshal Vil- 
lats, he justly incurred the reputation of being 
“ glorieux et bavard making himself fre¬ 
quently the theme of his own Discourse. He 
talked much and freely upon every Subject; 
concealed nothingin the course of Conversa¬ 
tion, regardless who were present; and dealt 
his censures, as well as his praises, with im¬ 
prudent liberality; qualities which neces^ 
sarily procured him many Enemies, particu¬ 
larly in his own Profession. Throughout his 
whole life, two Passions, both highly injuri¬ 
ous to his repose, the Love of Women and 
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of Play, carried him into many Excesses. It 
was universally believed that he had been 
distinguished in his youth, by the personal At¬ 
tachment of the Princess Amelia, Daughter 
of George the Second, who displayed the 
same partiality for Rodney, which her Cousin, 
the Princess Amelia of Prussia, manifested 
for Trenck. A living evidence of the former 
Connexion existed, unless Fame had recourse 
to Fiction for support. But, Detraction, in 
every Age, from Elizabeth down to the pre¬ 
sent Times, has not spared the most illustri¬ 
ous Females. 

The Gaming Table had proved more ru¬ 
inous in its effects to Rodney, and that 
Indulgence compelled him, after quitting 
England, to take refuge at Paris. So great 
was his pecuniary Distress while he resided 
in the French Capital, as to induce him to 
send over his second Wife to London, early 
in 1777, with the view of procuring a Sub¬ 
scription to be opened among the Members 
of the Club at White’s, for his relief. Lady 
Rodney finding it however impracticable to 
raise any Supplies from that source; after 
much ineffectual Solicitation among Sir 
George’s former friends, finally renounced 
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the Attempt. The old Marshal de Biron 
having- soon afterwards, by an act of libe¬ 
rality, enabled Rodney to revisit his Coun¬ 
try, he made the strongest Applications to 
the Admiralty, for Employment. His pri¬ 
vate Circumstances, indeed, imperiously de¬ 
manded every exertion, when he was named, 
towards the Autumn of 1779, ta command 
the Expedition then fitting out at Ports¬ 
mouth, for the West Indies. I passed much 
time with him, at his residence in Cleveland 
Row, St. James’s, down to the very Moment 
of his Departure. Naturally sanguine and 
confident, he anticipated in his daily Conver¬ 
sation, with a sort of certainty, the future 
Success which he should obtain over the 
Enemy; and he had not only already con¬ 
ceived, but he had delineated on paper, the 
naval Manoeuvre of breaking, or intersecting 
the Line, to which he afterwards was in¬ 
debted in an eminent degree, for his brilliant 
Victory over De Grasse :—a'Manceuvre then : 
new in maritime Tactics, though now be¬ 
come familiar to us; and which Nelson, 
practised with such decisive Effect, in the 
Battle of the Nile, as well as on other Occa¬ 
sions. Rodney possessed no superior intel¬ 
lectual parts; but, unlike Keppel, his enter- 
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prizing Spirit always impelled him rather to 
risk) than to act with Caution, wfyen in pre¬ 
sence of an Enemy. The ardor of his Cha¬ 
racter supplied in some degree, the physical 
defects of his Health and Constitution, al¬ 
ready impaired by various causes : while his 
happy Audacity, directed by the nautical 
Skill of others, controled by Science, and 
propelled by favorable Circumstances, at 
length enabled him to dissipate the Gloom 
that had so long overhung our naval Annals, 
at the same time that he covered himself 
with great personal Glory. 

The Ministry sustained about this time, a 
diminution of strength, and a loss of talents, 
in the House of Peers, which an Administra¬ 
tion so unpopular could ill afford, by the 
defection of Lord Lyttelton, who suddenly 
went over to the side of Opposition. His 
Decease not less sudden in its nature, took 
place immediately afterwards. He w r as a 
man of very considerable parliamentary Abi¬ 
lities, who, notwithstanding the many glaring 
vices of his private Character, might Have 
made a conspicuous political figure, if he 
had not been carried off in the prime of life. 
His Father, the first Lord Lyttelton, well 
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known as an Historian and a Poet; derived 
not less respect in his private Capacity, from 
the Elevation of his Mind, and his many do¬ 
mestic Virtues. The second Lord Lyttelton, 
by. the profligacy of his Conduct, and the 
abuse of his Talents, seemed to emulate Dry- 
den’s Duke of Buckingham, or Pope’s Duke 
of Wharton ; both of whom he resembled in 
the superiority of his natural Endowments, 
as well as in the peculiarity of his End. 
Villiers, the “ Zimri” of Dryden’s Poem of 
“Absalom and Achitophel;” after exhausting 
his health, and squandering his immense for¬ 
tune in every species of Excess or Riot, exr 
pired, as is well known, at a wretched Tene-? 
m.ent, on his own Estate near Helnqisley in 
Yorkshire, abandoned by all his former 
Followers or Admirers. Wharton, who acted 
a part under George the First, hardly less 
distinguished or eccentric, than Villiers. had 
performed under Charles the Second; pre¬ 
maturely terminated his equally extraordi¬ 
nary Career, exiled and attainted, among the 
Pyrenees, in an obscure Monastery of Cata¬ 
lonia ; worn out, like Wilmot, Earl of 
Rochester, by his pursuit of Pleasures. Lyt¬ 
telton, when scarcely thirty-six, breathed his 
last at a country House near Epsom, called 
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Pit Place, from its Situation in a Chalk-pit; 
where he witnessed, as he conceived, a su¬ 
pernatural Appearance. 

Having gone down there for purposes of 
recreation, with a gay party of both Sexes, 
several Individuals among whom I person¬ 
ally knew; he had retired to Bed, when a 
noise which resembled the fluttering of a 
Hove or Pigeon, heard at his Chamber win¬ 
dow, attracted his Attention. He then saw, 
or thought he saw, a female figure, which 
approaching the foot of the Bed, announced 
to him that in three Hays precisely from that 
time, he should be called away from this 
state of Existence. In whatever manner the 
supposed Intimation was conveyed, whether 
by sound or by impression, it is certain that 
Lord Lyttelton considered the Circumstance 
as real; that he. mentioned it as such, to 
those, persons who were in the House with 
him.; that if deeply affected his Mind, and 
that he died on the third Night, at the pre¬ 
dicted Hour. About four years afterwards, 
in the year 1783, dining at Pit Place, I had 
the Curiosity to visit the Bed-chamber, where 
the Casement window^, at which, as Lord 
Lyttelton asserted, the Dove appeared to 
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flutter, was pointed out to me. And at his 
Step-mother’s, the Dowager Lady Lyttel¬ 
ton’s House in Portugal-Street, Grosvenor 
Square, who being a woman of very lively 
Imagination, lent an implicit faith to all the 
supernatural facts, which were supposed to 
have accompanied or produced Lord Lyttel¬ 
ton’s End; I have frequently seen a Painting, 
which she herself executed in 1780, intended 
expressly to.commemorate the Event. It 
bung in a conspicuous part of her Drawing¬ 
room. There, the Dove, appears at the Win¬ 
dow ; while a female figure, habited in white, 
stands at the Bed foot, announcing to 
Lord Lyttelton his approaching Dissolution. 
Every part of the Picture was faithfully de¬ 
signed after the Description given her by the 
Valet de Chambre who attended him, to 
whom his Master related all the Circum¬ 
stances. This man assured Lady Lyttelton,- 
that on the Night indicated, Lord Lyttelton* 
who, notwithstanding his endeavours to sur¬ 
mount the Impression, had suffered under 
great depression of spirits during the three 
preceding Days, retired to Bed before twelve 
o’Clock. Having ordered the Valet to mix 
him some Rhubarb, he sat up in the Bed, 
apparently in Health, intending to-swallow 
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the Medicine; but, being in want of a Tea¬ 
spoon, which the Servant had neglected to 
bring, his Master, with a strong expression 
of Impatience, sent him for a Spoon. He 
was not absent from the room more than 
the space of a Minute; but, when he returned, 
Lord, Lyttelton, who had fallen back, lay 
motionless in that Attitude. No efforts to 
restore Animation, were attended with Suc¬ 
cess. Whether therefore his Death was oc. r 
casioned by any new Attack upon his nerves,- 
or happened in consequence of an Apo¬ 
plectic or other Seizure; must remain matter 
of Uncertainty and Conjecture. 

It is however to be observed, that the Lyt¬ 
telton Family, either from constitutional nerv¬ 
ous Irritability, or from other Causes, was 
peculiarly susceptible of Impressions similar 
to the shock which seems to have produced 
Lord Lyttelton’s End. His Father, though a 
man of very distinguished Talents, as well as 
of high moral Principle, manifested great 
Credulity, as I have been assured, on the 
subject of Apparitions: and his Cousin, 
Miss Lyttelton, who married the present Sir 
Richard Hoare, died in a way . somewhat 
similar, about four years later, at his beau- 
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tiful Seat of Stourhead in the County of 
Wilts. The second Lord Lyttelton’s life 
had likewise been of a nature and descrij*- 
tion so licentious, not to say abandoned, as 
to subject him continually to the keenest re¬ 
proaches of an accusing Conscience. This 
domestic Spectre, which accompanied him 
every where, was known to have given rise, 
while on his Travels, particularly at Lyons, 
to Scenes greatly resembling his last Mo¬ 
ments. Among the Females who had been 
the objects and the victims of his temporary 
Attachment, was a Mrs. Dawson, whose for¬ 
tune, as well as her honor and reputation, 
fell a sacrifice to her Passion. Being soon 
forsaken by him, she did not long survive; 
and distress of Mind was known to have ac¬ 
celerated, if not to have produced, her Death. 
It was her Image which haunted his pillow, 
and was supposed by him to have an¬ 
nounced his approaching Dissolution, at Pit 
Place. 

Lord North who had presided during ten 
years at the head of Administration, conti¬ 
nued in the Spring of 1780, to struggle with 
the utmost Difficulty through the Sixth Ses¬ 
sion of Parliament, against a numerous and 
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augmenting Opposition, in both Houses. His 
Resignation, anxiously anticipated by his po¬ 
litical Enemies, seemed to be inevitable, and 
even imminent: but, the ministerial Disgraces, 
as well as the Triumphs of the adverse Party, 
were equally obliterated in a Calamity, 
which for the time of its duration, absorbed 
all Attention.—I mean, the Riots of June, 
1780. No Event commemorated in our An¬ 
nals, bears any Analogy with the Scene then 
exhibited in the Capital, except the Eire of 
London under Charles the Second. Even 
that Misfortune wanted some of the melan¬ 
choly and sanguinary Features, which cha¬ 
racterized the Tumults in question. During 
the Conflagration of 1666, whatever Stories 
may have been invented by party rage, or 
inscribed at the Time on public Monuments 
by religious Antipathy, the Inhabitants had 
only to contend with the progress of a de¬ 
vouring Element. In 1780, the flames were 
originally kindled, as well as rendered far 
more destructive, by a Populace of the lowest 
and vilest description, who carried with 
them, wherever they moved, the materials of 
universal Ruin. Tt was only in their Blood, 
by the interposition of an overwhelming 
military Force, that the Convulsion became 
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finally arrested; and that London, after being 
desolated by fire, was rescued from Plun¬ 
der, Bankruptcy, and Subversion. Even 
the French Revolution, which from July, 
1789, down to April, 1814, either under the 
forms of a Republic, or of a military Des¬ 
potism, has presented to Mankind a pattern 
of every Crime revolting and degrading to 
human Nature; yet did not produce in the 
Capital of France, any similar Outrages. At 
Lyons, it must be admitted that Collot 
d’Herbois in 1793, exercised the most sa¬ 
vage vengeance on the Buildings of the City, 
as well as on the unfortunate Inhabitants. 
But, neither Robespierre, nor Bonaparte, 
though the former Ruffian converted the Me¬ 
tropolis into a Charnel-house; and though 
the Vengeance, or atrocious Ambition of the 
latter Adventurer, has covered Europe with 
human Bones, from the Tagus to the Mos- 
kwa; yet ever directed their destructive Ef¬ 
forts against the public and private Edifices? 
of Paris. 

I was personally present at many of the 
most tremendous effects of the popular fury, 
on the memorable 7th of June, the Night on 
which it attained its highest point. About 
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nine o’Clock on that Evening, accompanied 
by three other. Gentlemen, who, as well 
as myself, were alarmed at the accounts 
brought in every Moment, of the Outrages 
committed; and of the still greater acts of 
Violence meditated, as soon as Darkness 
should favor and facilitate their further pro¬ 
gress ; we set out from Portland-place, in 
order to view the Scene. Having got into a 
Hackney-coach, we drove first to Blooms- 
bury-square; attracted to that Spot by a 
Rumor generally spread, that Lord Mans¬ 
field’s residence, situate at the North-east 
Corner, was either already burnt, or destined 
for destruction. Hart Street and Great 
Russel-Street presented, each, to the view, 
as we passed, large Fires composed of Furni¬ 
ture taken from the Houses of Magistrates, 
or other obnoxious Individuals. Quitting, 
the Coach, we crossed the Square, and had 
scarcely got under the wall of . Bedford 
House, when we heard the Door of Lord 
Mansfield’s House burst open with violence. 
In a few Minutes, all the contents of the 
Apartments being precipitated from the Win¬ 
dows, were piled up, and wrapt in flames. 
A file of foot-Soldiers arriving, drew up near 
the blazing pile ; but, without either attempt- 
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ing to quench the fire, or to impede the Mob, 
who were indeed far too numerous to admit 
of being dispersed, or even intimidated, by a / 
small Detachment of Infantry. The Popu¬ 
lace remained masters ; while we, after sur¬ 
veying the Spectacle for a short time, moved 
on into Holborn, where Mr. Langdale’s 
dwelling House and Warehouses afforded a 
more appalling picture of Devastation. They 
Were altogether enveloped in Smoke and 
Flame. In front had assembled an immense 
multitude of both Sexes, many of whom 
were Females, and not a few held infants in 
their arms. All appeared to be, like our¬ 
selves, attracted as Spectators solely by 
Curiosity, without taking any part in the 
acts of violence. Spirituous Liquors in 
great Quantity ran down the kennel of the 
Street, and numbers of the populace Were 
already intoxicated with this Beverage. So 
little Disposition, however, did they manifest 
to riot or pillage, that it would have been 
difficult to conceive who were the Authors 
and Perpetrators of such enormous Mischief, 
if we had not distinctly seen at the Windows 
of the House, Men, who while the floors and 
rooms were on fire, calmly tore down the 
furniture, and threw it into the Street, or 
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tossed it into the flames. They experienced 
no kind of Opposition, during a considerable’ 
time that we remained at this place : but, a 
party of the Horse Guards arriving, the ter^; 
rifled Crowd instantly began to disperse; 
and we, anxious to gratify our farther Cu¬ 
riosity, continued our progress on foot, along 
Holborn, towards Fleet-Market. 

I would in vain attempt adequately to de¬ 
scribe the Spectacle which presented itself, 
when we reached the declivity of the Hill, 
close to St. Andrew’s Church. The. other 
House and Magazines of Mr. Langdale, 
^yho, as a Catholic, had been selected for 
the blind vengeance, of the Mob; situated 
in the hollow space near the North end of 
Fleet-Market, threw up into the Air a pinna¬ 
cle of flame resembling a Volcano. Such 
was the beautiful and brilliant effect of the 
Illumination, that St. Andrew’s Church ap¬ 
peared to be almost scorched by the heat of 
so prodigious a body of Fire; and the figures 
designated on the Clock, were as distinctly 
perceptible as at noon-day. It resembled 
indeed a Tower, rather than a private Build¬ 
ing, in a state of Conflagration; and would 
have inspired the Beholder with a Sentiment 
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of admiration allied to pleasure, if it had 
been possible to separate the object, from 
its causes and its consequences. The Wind 
did not however augment its rage on this 
Occasion; for the Night was serene, and the 
Sky unclouded, except when it became 
obscured by the volumes of Smoke, which, 
from time to time produced a temporary 
Darkness. The Mob, which completely 
blocked up the whole Street in every part, 
and in all directions, prevented our ap¬ 
proaching within fifty or sixty yards of 
the Building; but, the Populace, though still 
principally composed of persons allured by 
Curiosity, yet evidently began here to assume 
a more disorderly and ferocious Character. 
Troops, either Horse or foot, we still saw 
none ; nor, in the midst-of this Combination 
of tumult, terror, and violence, had the ordi¬ 
nary Police ceased to continue its functions. 
While we stood by the wall of St. Andrew’s 
Church-yard, a Watchman, with his lanthorn 
in his hand, passed us, calling the Hour, as 
if in a time of profound Tranquillity. 

Finding it altogether impracticable to 
force our way any further down Holbom- 
Hill, and hearing that the Fleet Prison had 
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been set on fire; we penetrated through a 
number of narrow lanes, behind^!;. Andrew’s 
Church, and presently found ourselves in 
the middle of Fleet-Market. Here, the same 
Destruction raged, but in a different stage 
of its progress. Mr. Langdale’s two Houses 
were already at the height of their demo 1 - 
lition : the Fleet Prison on the contrary was 
only beginning to blaze, and the Sparks or 
flaming particles that filled the Air, fell so 
thick upon us on every side, as to render 
unsafe its immediate vicinity. Meanwhile 
we began to hear the Platoons discharged 
on the other side of the River, towards St. 
George’s Fields; and were informed, that a 
considerable number of the Rioters had 
been killed on Black-friars Bridge, which 
was occupied by the Troops. On approach¬ 
ing it, we beheld the King’s Bench Prison 
completely enveloped in flames. It exhi¬ 
bited a sublime Sight, and We might be said 
there to stand in a central point, from 
whence London offered on every side, be¬ 
fore; as well as behind us; the picture of a 
City sacked and abandoned to a ferocious 
Enemy. The Shouts of the populace, the 
Cries of women, the crackling of the fires; 
the Blaze reflected in the Stream of the 
z 2 
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Thames, and the irregular firing which was 
kept up both in St. George’s Fields, as 
well as towards the Quarter of the Mansion- 
House, and the Bank ;—all these Sounds 
or Images combined, left scarcely any thing 
for the Imagination to supply; presenting to 
the view every recollection, which the classic 
Descriptions of Troy or of Rome, in the 
Page of Virgil, or of Tacitus, have impressed 
on the mind in youth, but which I so little 
expected to see exemplified in the Capital 
of Great Britain. 

Not yet satisfied, and hearing that an ob¬ 
stinate Conflict was going on at the Bank, 
between the Soldiery and the Rioters, we 
determined, if possible, to reach that Spot. 
We accordingly proceeded through St. 
Paul’s Church-yard towards it, and had 
advanced without impediment to the Poul¬ 
try, within about sixty paces of the Man¬ 
sion House, when our progress was stopped 
by a Centinel, who acquainted us that the 
Mob had been repulsed in their attempt 
upon the Bank; but, that we could pene¬ 
trate no further in that direction, as his 
Orders were peremptory, not to suffer the 
passage of any person. Cheapside, silent 
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and empty, unlike the Streets that we had 
visited, presented neither the appearance of 
Tumult, nor of Confusion; though to the 
East, West, and South, all was Disorder. 
This Contrast formed not the least striking 
Circumstance of the Moment. Prevented 
thus from approaching any nearer to the 
Bank, finding the Day begin to break, sati¬ 
ated in some measure with the Scenes which 
we had witnessed, and wearied by so long a 
peregrination, which, from our first alighting 
near Bloomsbury Square, had all been per¬ 
formed on foot; we resolved to return to the 
west end of the Town. On Ludgate Hill 
we were fortunate enough to meet with a 
Hackney Coach, which conveyed us safely 
back, about four o’Clock in the Morning. 

It is impossible for the most prejudiced 
person, without violating truth, to accuse 
the Opposition of having had any participa¬ 
tion as a Body, direct or indirect, in these 
Outrages. They were indeed, themselves, 
individually, the objects of popular prejudice 
and violence, not less than the Ministers; 
Sir George Savile’s House in Leicester 
Square, having been one of the first Build¬ 
ings assailed and plundered by the Mob. 
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Devonshire House in Piccadilly, menaced 
with the same fate, was considered as so 
insecure, that the Duchess of Devonshire 
yielding to her fears, did not venture to re¬ 
main in it after dusk, for a considerable time. 
She took refuge at Lord Clermont’s in 
Berkeley Square, where she deemed herself 
safe from Attack ; and lay down for succes¬ 
sive Nights, on a Sofa, or a small tent Bed, 
placed in the Drawing-room. Many other 
persons of both Sexes, of the highest rank, 
either quitted their own Dwellings, or sent 
their most valuable Effects and Jewels into 
the Country. The first Minister, Lord 
North, passed that alarming Night, at his 
official Residence in Downing Street; ac¬ 
companied by a few Friends, who had re¬ 
paired thither to offer him their personal 
Aid, if Circumstances should render it neces¬ 
sary for his protection. 

One of those Gentlemen, Sir John Mac r 
pherson, has often recounted to me the Par¬ 
ticulars of that memorable Evening, which 
I shall give in his own words, and which 
will be perused with no common Interest, 

“ A Day or two before the 7th of June,” 
said he, “ Count Multzahn, the Prussian 
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Minister at our Court, called on me at 
Kensington Gore, where I then resided, 
and informed me that the Mob had de¬ 
termined to attack the Bank. He added, 
that the fact had come to his knowledge 
through an authentic Channel, on the Ac¬ 
curacy of which I might depend. Having 
conveyed this intelligence immediately to 
Lord North, I received on the Morning of 
that Day, an intimation to be at his House 
in Downing Street at Dinner. When I 
got there, I found Mr. Eden, (since cre¬ 
ated Lord Auckland,) the Honorable 
General Simon Fraser, the Honorable 
John St. John, and Colonel North, after¬ 
wards Earl of Guilford. Mr. Brummell, 
Lord North’s private Secretary, who lived 
likewise in the same Street, was in At¬ 
tendance, but did not make one of the 
Company. We sat down at Table, and 
Dinner had scarcely been removed, when 
Downing Square, through which there is 
no Outlet, became thronged with people, 
who manifested a Disposition, or rather 
a Determination, to proceed to Acts of 
Outrage. Lord North, with his habitual 
good humor, observed to me, ‘ You see, 
Macpherson* here is much Confusion. 
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“ Who commands the upper Tier?’ ‘ I 
“ do,’ answered Colonel North, ‘ and I 
“ have got twenty or more Grenadiers well 
“ armed, stationed above stairs, who are 
“ ready on the first Order, to fire upon 
“ the Mob.’ General Fraser sat silent; 
“ while Mr. Eden, whose House was situ- 
“ ated on the opposite side of the Square, 
“ only remarked calmly to Colonel North, 
“ that if the Grenadiers fired, their shot 
“ would probably enter his Windows. The 
“ Tumult without Doors still continuing, 
“ and it being uncertain from one Minute 
“ to another, whether the populace might 
“ not proceed to Extremities; Lord North 
“ said to me, ‘ What is to be done, Mac- 
“ pherson?’ ‘ My Opinion,’ answered I, ‘ is 
• ‘ to send out two or three persons, who 
“ mixing among the Crowd, may acquaint 
“ them that there are Troops posted in the 
“ House, ready, without waiting for the Riot 
“ Act being read, to fire on them, the instant 
“ that they commit any Outrage; exhorting 
“ them at the same time, for their own 
“ sakes, . to disperse peaceably without 
“ Delay. But,’ added I, 4 Nous parlous de 
“ la Guerre devant Annibal. Here sits 
“ General Fraser, who knows far better 
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“ than any of us, what is wisest to be done, 
“ and who has not yet opened his Mouth.’ 
“ The Populace continued to fill the little 
“ Square, and became very noisy; but, they 
“ never attempted to force the street Door. 
“ Mr. St. John held a Pistol in his Hand; 
“ and Lord North, who never lost an occa- 
“ sion of jesting, exclaimed, ‘ I am not 
“ half so much afraid of the Mob, as of 
“ Jack St. John’s Pistol.’ By degrees, as 
“ the Evening advanced, the People, in- 
“ formed, from various Quarters, that there 
“ were Soldiers posted in the House, pre- 
“ pared to fire if they committed any vio- 
“ lence; began to cool, and afterwards gra- 
“ dually to disperse without further Effort. 
“ We then sat down again quietly at the 
“ Table, and finished our Wine. 

“ Night coming on, and the Capital pre- 
u senting a scene of Tumult or Conflagration 
“ in many various Quarters, Lord North, 
“ accompanied by us all, mounted to the 
“ top of the House, where we beheld Lon- 
“ don blazing in seven places, and could 
“ hear the Platoons regularly firing in vari- 
“ ous Directions. ‘ What is your opinion 
“ of the remedy for this Evil ?’ said Lord 



346 


HISTORICAL 


“.North to me. ‘ I should try, my Lord,’ 
“ answered I, ‘ to effect a Junction, or to 
“ open some Communication, with the Heads 
“ of Opposition, for the protection of the 
“ Country.’ ‘ You talk,’ replied he, ‘ as 
“ if the thing could be done; but, it is not 
“ practicable.’ I know however that a Day 
“ or two afterwards, notwithstanding the 
“ Opinion so given by Lord North, he and 
“ Mr. Fox personally met; the former ac- 
“ companied by Brumniell, and the latter 
“ by Sheridan, behind the Scenes at the 
“ Opera House in the Haymarket, at Eleven 
“ in the forenoon. They held a Conference 
“ there; but, of the nature of the Conversa- 
“ tion which passed between them, I am 
“ wholly ignorant.” Such was Sir John 
Macpherson’s account of the Circumstances 
to which he was an eye-witness, at that 
Moment of public Calamity. He now re¬ 
mains the only Survivor of the Company 
that was convened in Downing Street, since 
the Decease of Lord Auckland. 

Lord George Germain, like the first Mi¬ 
nister, having assembled some Friends for 
the Purpose, barricaded the passages and 
entrance to His House in Pall Mall,, which 
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was very susceptible of Defence; after which, 
he coolly waited for the Attack of the popu¬ 
lace. But, the Rioters were too well in¬ 
formed of the precautions taken, to venture 
making any attempt on him. Even the King 
himself remained on foot, during the far 
greater part of that memorable Night, which 
he passed between Buckingham House and 
the Royal Manege contiguous; into the lat¬ 
ter of which Buildings, a Detachment of 
the Horse Guards had been early admitted, 
who were ready to have sallied out upon the 
Insurgents. No Man who knows the steadi¬ 
ness and firmness which His Majesty has 
since displayed in the most trying Situations, 
when his person has been exposed to Dan¬ 
ger ; can doubt that he would have given on 
that Occasion, had it been unfortunately ne¬ 
cessary, the strongest proofs of Courage. He 
would not have acted the tame and irreso¬ 
lute part which Louis the Sixteenth exhi¬ 
bited on the 10th of August, 1792; when, 
under similar Circumstances, surrounded by. 
a savage Jacobin Mob, instead of defending 
himself to the last Extremity, as he was 
bound to have done not only by every Prin¬ 
ciple of Self-preservation, but from Regard 
to the Interests of the French Monarchy;—, 
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he abandoned the defence of his Palace, and 
of his Family, to take refuge in the National 
Assembly. George the Third had embraced 
the resolution of repelling force by force, in 
case of necessity, and of perishing in support 
of the Laws, of civil Order, and regular Go¬ 
vernment, rather than survive their Extinc¬ 
tion. But, happily, no Attempt was made 
by the Populace, to attack any part of the 
Queen’s House or Offices. 

Various were the Opinions and Assertions 
hazarded, relative to the numbers that pe¬ 
rished in the Riots, between the third and 
the seventh of June, 1780: but, as no certain 
Data can be obtained, beyond the official re¬ 
turns of killed and wounded, the amount 
must always remain matter of Conjecture. 
Probably, it far exceeded the Computation 
commonly made; and from the concurring 
Testimony of those persons who were most 
competent to form a sound Judgment, I be¬ 
lieve it would not be over-rated at seven 
hundred Individuals, killed and wounded. 
The Slaughter was most considerable at the 
King’s Bench, at the Bank, and on Black- 
friars Bridge. Colonel de Burgh, a Son 
of the Earl of Clanrickard, commanded one 
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of the Regiments sent to St. George’s Fields. 
All the Troops did their duty, notwithstand¬ 
ing the efforts which the Populace exerted 
to seduce them, by calling on them as Pro¬ 
testants, and invoking their aid or their pro¬ 
tection. Many of the Soldiers, in reply to 
these Blandishments, exclaimed, that they 
would not hurt the Mob. A great Noble¬ 
man, now alive, who, like myself, was a 
Spectator of all ,the scenes of Devastation 
committed on that Night; told me that he 
felt strong Doubts whether De Burgh’s Re¬ 
giment would actually draw the Trigger. 
Impressed with that Conviction, he mention¬ 
ed his Apprehensions on the point, to the 
Colonel; who instantly replied,.that he knew 
his Men, and could rely on their prompt 
Obedience. The Event justified his Confi¬ 
dence : for, no sooner had he given the word 
of command to fire, than, levelling their 
Pieces, they soon compelled the Rioters to 
seek their safety in immediate Dispersion. If 
the “ Gardes Franchises” in 1789, had be¬ 
haved like our regular Troops in 1780, the 
French Revolution might have been sup¬ 
pressed in its Birth; and Europe would not 
have groaned during fourteen years, under 
the accumulated Calamities inflicted on it by 
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Bonaparte. But, the difference of Character 
between the two Sovereigns of Great Britain 
and of France, constituted one great cause 
of the different Fate that attended the two 
Monarchies. George the Third, when at¬ 
tacked, prepared to defend his Throne, his- 
Family, his Country, and the Constitution- 
entrusted to his care. They were in fact 
principally saved by his Decision. Louis 
the Sixteenth tamely abandoned all to a fe¬ 
rocious demoralized Populace, who sent him 
to the Scaffold. No man of Courage or of 
Principle, could have quitted the former 
Prince. It was impossible to Save, or to 
rescue, the latter ill-fated, yielding, and pas¬ 
sive Monarch. 

Many of the Rioters, who fell at Black- 
friars Bridge, or in its Vicinity, where-the 
Slaughter was most considerable; were iim 
mediately thrown over into the Thames, by 
their Companions. The Carnage which took 
place at the Bank likewise was great, though 
not oft very long Duration.; and in order to 
conceal as much as*possible, the magnitude 
of the number, as well as the names of the 
persons who perished, similar Precautions 
were taken on both sides. All the dead* 
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Bodies being carried away during the Night, 
were precipitated into the River. Even the 
impressions made by the Musket Balls, on 
the Houses opposite to the Bank, were as 
much as possible erased on the following 
Morning, and the Buildings whitewashed; 
Government and the Rioters seem to have 
felt an equal Disposition, by drawing a veil 
over the extent of the Calamity, to bury it in 
profound Darkness. To Colonel Holroyd, 
since deservedly raised to the British Peer¬ 
age as Lord Sheffield, and to his Regiment 
of Militia, the Country was eminently in¬ 
debted for repelling the fury of the Mob at 
the Bank; where, during some Moments, 
the Conflict seemed doubtful, and the Assail¬ 
ants had nearly forced an Entrance. Lord 
Algernon Percy, since created Earl of Bever¬ 
ley, marched likewise at the headof the Nor¬ 
thumberland Militia, to the same Spot. Their. 
Arrival, together Avith the energy, prompti-. 
tude, and decision which Colonel Holroyd 
manifested, principally conduced to ensure 
the Safety of that great National Establish¬ 
ment. Lord Sheffield, by his commercial 
Disquisitions, and agricultural Pursuits or 
Productions, has since rendered scarcely 
less important Services to his Country. Nor 
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ought he to be forgotten in another Capa¬ 
city, as the Friend and the Biographer of 
Gibbon , whose mortal Remains repose un¬ 
der his Protection, at Sheffield Place in 
Sussex. Numbers of the Insurgents con¬ 
cealed their Wounds, in order to. evade dis¬ 
covery of the part which they had taken in 
the Disorders of the Capital. It is however 
indisputable, that almost all who perished, 
were of a low and obscure Description. 

If the Populace had been conducted by 
Leaders of System or Ability, London must 
have been fundamentally overturned on that 
Night. The Bank, the India House, and 
the Shops of the great Bankers, would in 
that case have been early attacked; instead 
of throwing away their rage, as they did, on 
Popish Chapels, private Houses, and Pri¬ 
sons. When they began, after their first 
Fury had exhausted itself, to direct their 
Blows more systematically and skilfully, the 
time for Action was passed. Government, 
which was accused, perhaps with reason, of 
having appeared supine during the first Days 
of June; awoke early enough to preserve 
the Metropolis and Public Credit, from sus¬ 
taining the last shock of popular Violence. 
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In fact, from the Instant that the three 
Bridges over the Thames were occupied by 
regular Troops, the danger was at an end. 
This awful Convulsion, which, on Wednes¬ 
day, the seventh of J une, seemed to menace 
the Destruction of every thing; was so com¬ 
pletely quelled, and so suddenly extinguish¬ 
ed, that on the eighth , hardly a Spark sur¬ 
vived of the popular Effervescence. Some 
few persons in the Borough of Southwark, 
attempted to repeat the Outrages of Wednes¬ 
day ; but they were easily and immediately 
quelled by the military force. Never was a 
Contrast exhibited more striking, than be¬ 
tween those two Evenings, in the same City! 
The Patroles of Cavalry, stationed in the 
Squares and great Streets, throughout the 
West End of the Town, gave London the 
Aspect of a Garrison: while the Camp which 
was immediately afterwards formed in St. 
James’s Park, afforded a picturesque land¬ 
scape ; both sides of the Canal, from the 
Queen’s House down to the vicinity of the 
Horse Guards, being covered with Tents and 
Troops. 

The common Danger, which united all 
Parties for the time, extinguished, or at leasf 
2a 
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suspended in some measure, even the viru¬ 
lence of political Enmity. Alarmed at the 
prospect of impending Destruction, some of 
the principal Leaders of the Opposition re¬ 
paired, unasked, to St. James’s, under pre¬ 
tence of offering their Services to the Admi¬ 
nistration ; nearly as the Dukes of Somerset 
and Argyle had done in the last Days of 
July, 1714, when Queen Anne lay insensi¬ 
ble, near her End. The Marquis of Rock¬ 
ingham hearing that a Privy Council was 
summoned to meet on the Morning of the 
7th of June, which Assembly, all who en¬ 
joyed seats at that Board, were invited to 
attend; made his appearance in an undress, 
his Hair disordered, and with testimonies of 
great Consternation. Nor did he, when seat¬ 
ed at the Table, where the King was pre¬ 
sent, spare the Ministers, for having, as he 
asserted, by their negligence, or want of 
timely energy, allowed the Assemblage of 
People to take place in St. George’s Fields, 
which original Meeting led to all the subse¬ 
quent Outrages. It is nevertheless incontest¬ 
able, that to the Decision manifested by His 
Majesty on that occasion, the Safety of the 
Metropolis, and its .Extrication from all the 
Calamities that impended oyer it, was princi- 
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pally, if not solely to be ascribed. Eliza¬ 
beth; or William the Third, could not have 
displayed more calm and systematic Courage 
in the highest sense of the term, than George 
the Third exhibited in so trying a Moment. 
Far, from throwing himself for support or 
guidance on his Cabinet, as a Prince of 
feeble Character would have done; he came 
forward, and exhibited an example of self- 
devotion to his Ministers. 

It is well known that at the Council to 
which I have alluded, the King assisted in 
person. The great Question was there dis¬ 
cussed, on which hinged the protection and 
preservation of the Capital; a Question, re¬ 
specting which, the first legal Characters were 
divided; and on which, Lord Mansfield him¬ 
self was with reason accused of never having 
clearly expressed his Opinion up to that time. 
Doubts existed, whether Persons riotously 
collected together, and committing Outrages 
or Infractions of the Peace, however great, 
might legally be fired on by the military 
power, without staying previously to read 
the Riot Act- Lord Bathurst, President of 
the Council, and Sir Fletcher Norton, Speak¬ 
er. of the House of Commons, who were 
2 a 2 
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both present; on being appealed to for their 
Opinion, declared that “a Soldier was not 
less a Citizen, because he was a Soldier, 
and consequently that he might repel Force 
by Force:” but, no Minister would sign the 
Order for the Purpose. In this Emergency, 
when every Moment was precious, — Mr. 
Wedderburn, since successively raised to the 
dignity of a Baron and of an Earl of Great 
Britain, who was then Attorney-general, 
having been called in to the Council Table, 
and ordered by the King to deliver his offi¬ 
cial Opinion on the point; stated in the most 
precise terms, that any such Assemblage 
might be dispersed by military force, with¬ 
out waiting for Forms, or reading the Act in 
Question. “ Is that your Declaration of the 
Law, as Attorney-general ?” said the King. 
Wedderburn answering decidedly in the af¬ 
firmative, “ Then so let it be done,” rejoined 
His Majesty. The Attorney-general drew 
up the Order immediately, which the King 
signed, and on which Lord Amherst acted, 
the same Evening. The complete suppres¬ 
sion of the Riots followed in the course of a 
few Hours. Never had any People a greater 
Obligation to the judicious Intrepidity of 
their Sovereign! Jf Louis the Sixteenth 
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would have acted with similar Decision and 
Self-Devotion, in the early Stages of the 
French Revolution, France might have been 
equally saved. 

Nor ought we to deny the merit due to 
Wedderburn, for having with so much deci¬ 
sion cut the Gordian Knot, which the Lord 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, either 
could not, or would not untie. His inexpli¬ 
cit Declarations on the subject, involuntarily 
remind us of the Accusations levelled against 
him by “Junius,” when, speaking of Lord 
Mansfield, he says, “ Besides his natural 
“ Timidity, it makes part of his political plan, 
“ never to be known to recommend violent 
“ Measures. When the Guards are called 
“ forth to murder their fellow Subjects, it is 
“ not by the ostensible Advice of Lord Mans- 
“ field.” Here we see him in 1780, acting 
precisely as he had done twelve years earlier, 
in 1768. Nor is it a less curious and ex¬ 
traordinary Fact, that the very Exertion by 
which the King preserved London in June, 
1780, from suffering the utmost extremities 
of violence and pillage, constitutes, as a 
Principle , the subject of “ Junius’s severest 
“ Reflections upon him, in March, 1770.” 
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“ Did His Majesty,” says he, “ consult the 
“ Laws of this Country, when he permitted 
“ his Secretary of State to declare, that 
“ whenever the Civil Magistrate is trifled 
“ with, a military force must be sent for, 
“ without the delay of a Moment, and effec- 
“ tually employed?” So true is it, that at 
every period of his life, the King manifested 
the same consistency of Character, and su¬ 
periority to personal Apprehension. When 
nevertheless we reflect that in 1768, a Ma¬ 
gistrate of the County of Surrey, had been 
capitally accused and brought to trial, for 
ordering the Soldiery to fire on Rioters en¬ 
gaged in the most violent Acts of Outrage in 
St. George’s Fields, though the Riot Act had 
been twice read; we cannot be surprized at 
the Apprehension displayed by Lord Mans¬ 
field, to sanction, and authorize the same 
proceeding in 1780, nor ought we lightly to 
censure his Conduct. The Sovereign alone, 
as First Magistrate, impelled by the awful 
nature of the Emergency) and he only, could 
have taken upon him so serious a Responsi¬ 
bility. 

JNo Individual manifested more Abhorrence 
of the Rioters, or exposed himself by his 



MEMOIRS. 


359 


Declarations on that subject, to more per¬ 
sonal Danger, than Burke; whom his Ene¬ 
mies accused of having been brought up in 
the tenets or principles of the Romish Faith. 
This Conduct did him great honor, and 
proved him superior to the meanness of 
Party. His House in the Broad Sanctuary, 
Westminster, was threatened, but, not at¬ 
tacked. Fox contented himself with con¬ 
demning the Authors of the Disorders, but 
took no active part, as a Member of the 
Legislature, in their Suppression. On the 
contrary, he refused to lend any personal 
Support to Government, when pressed in the 
House of Commons, to co-operate for the 
Extrication of the Capital; though Burke, 
who was there present, loudly expressed his 
wish for unanimity and association in that 
Moment of national Distress. It is impossi¬ 
ble not to recollect, that as they thus diverg¬ 
ed in different lines . during the Riots of 
1780, so in 1792, twelve years later, they 
exhibited a similar diversity of Conduct; 
Burke lending his powerful Aid to prop mo¬ 
narchical Government, while Fox remained 
the Advocate of Republicanism, and the 
Apologist of the French Revolution. Wilkes, 
who in the early part of His Majesty’s reign, 
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had made so glorious a resistance to General 
Warrants, displayed as manly a resistance 
to popular Violence, during the whole pro¬ 
gress of the Riots; and had he filled the 
chair of Chief Magistrate, instead ofKennett, 
would unquestionably, by his Vigor, have 
prevented many or all the disgraceful Scenes 
which took place in the Capital. 

All the proofs given by Opposition, of 
their detestation for these calamitous Exhi¬ 
bitions of popular fury, did not, however, 
produce complete Conviction of their Since¬ 
rity. Many persons still believed, that some 
of the Parliamentary Leaders secretly fo¬ 
mented, or privately encouraged, the Rioters. 
Suspicions were in particular thrown on the 
Earl of Shelburne, probably with great In¬ 
justice. The natural expectation of effecting 
a change in Ministry, was imagined to sus¬ 
pend or supersede in certain Minds, every 
other Consideration; and it was even pre¬ 
tended, though on very insufficient grounds, 
that Peers did not scruple to take an active 
part in the worst Excesses of the Night of 
the seventh of June. Public Clamor select¬ 
ed the Earl of Effingham as an Object of 
Accusation. It was generally asserted, that 
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he had mingled with the Rioters on Black-fri¬ 
ars Bridge; that he had there been mortally 
wounded, and his Body afterwards thrown 
into the River, by those of his own Party; 
but, not till he had been identified and re¬ 
cognized by his Dress, particularly by his 
laced Ruffles. Those who were acquainted 
with that Nobleman, and who knew his style 
of Dress, instantly detected the absurdity, 
as well as falsity of the Charge; for, no Man 
was ever less distinguished by any Ornaments 
of Apparel. His sudden Disappearance from 
London, where He certainly had been seen 
at the Commencement of the Riots ; the ge¬ 
neral Ignorance in which people remained, 
of the place to which he had withdrawn ; 
when added to his known, as well as violent, 
dislike to the Administration, and to the 
American War; of which He had exhibited 
a singular Proof, by renouncing his Profes¬ 
sion and his Rank in the British Army, only 
a few Years earlier, rather than submit to 
serve against the Insurgents beyond the At¬ 
lantic ;—all these Circumstances conduced, 
nevertheless, to maintain the Delusion for a 
considerable time. At the beginning of the 
ensuing Winter, he re-appeared in the House 
of Lords, in his usual Health; and stated to 
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his Acquaintance, that early in June, he had 
gone down to his seat of Grainge Hall in 
Yorkshire, where he had ever since resided. 
Such Persons as still remained incredulous, 
explained his Absence by saying that he had 
been hurt or wounded on the seventh of June; 
but, it is probable that the report originated 
altogether in Calumny. 

Lord George Gordon, the primary Author 
of these Outrages, was not taken into custo¬ 
dy, till two or three Days after they had 
been suppressed. Ministers were reproach¬ 
ed with not having committed him to the 
Tower on the second of June, when he as¬ 
sembled, harangued, and excited the Mob 
to extort compliance with their Demands 
from the House of Commons. But, the 
attempt to seize, and to send him to prison, 
at a time when every Avenue to the House 
was thronged with Multitudes, when the 
Lobby overflowed with them, and when the 
Doors of the House itself might have been, 
every instant, forced in ; would have formed 
an imprudent, not to say a dangerous Expe¬ 
riment. It is difficult to find any Instance 
in our Annals, when Parliament received a 
grosser Insult; or when the Members com- 
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posing both Houses, incurred a greater risk 
of falling victims to popular Violence. The 
Mobs of . 1641 , and of the following year, 
under Charles the First, directed their rage 
against the Sovereign and his principal Ad¬ 
visers, not against the Representatives of the 
Nation. Cromwell, when in 1653 he drove 
out and dissolved the Rump Parliament, 
offered no Outrage to their persons, but 
simply broke up the legislative Assembly 
by a military Force. The Tumults in 1733 , 
when Sir Robert Walpole first attempted to 
introduce the Excise Laws, seem to form 
the nearest approach or similarity to the Pro¬ 
ceedings in 1780 ; but, longo Intervallo. 

It cannot be doubted that if the Populace 
had forced their way into the House of Com¬ 
mons, Lord George would not have sur¬ 
vived to recount the Exploit. Many Members 
who were there present, justly indignant at 
his Conduct, threatened him with instant 
Death, as soon as any of the Rioters should 
burst open the Doors. The late Earl of 
Carnarvon, then Mr. Henry Herbert, fol¬ 
lowed him close, with that avowed Determi¬ 
nation; and General Murray, Uncle to the 
present Duke of Athol, a Man whom I inti- 
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mately knew, and who, when incensed, was 
capable of executing the most desperate Re¬ 
solution; held his Sword ready to pass it 
through Lord George’s Body, on the first 
irruption of the Mob. It will always remain 
disputable, whether Ambition, Fanaticism, 
or Alienation of Mind, contributed most to 
the part which he acted, in assembling and 
inciting the people to acts of Violence. That 
he was not insensible to the political Consi¬ 
deration and Importance which he obtained 
from his personal influence over so vast a 
Multitude, cannot be questioned. To reli¬ 
gious Enthusiasm or Conviction, something 
may perhaps be fairly attributed; but, more 
must be laid to the deranged state of his un¬ 
derstanding, though no Circumstance in his 
Conduct or Deportment, could possibly sub¬ 
ject him to be considered as insane. He 
appears in fact to have been perfectly master 
of himself, and in possession of all his Facul¬ 
ties, during every stage of the Riots : nor is 
it to be imagined that he either foresaw or 
intended any of the Outrages which were 
committed after the second of June. But, 
he had put in motion a Machine, of which 
he could not regulate or restrain the Move¬ 
ments: and unquestionably, the Mob which 
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set fire to London, was of a far more savage, 
as well as atrocious Description, than the 
original Assemblage of people who met in 
St. George’s Fields. The late Lord Rodney, 
who was then an Officer in the Guards, told 
me, that having been sent on the Night of 
the 7th of June, to the defence of the Bank 
of England, at the head of a Detachment of 
his Regiment, he there found Lord George 
Gordon, who appeared anxiously endeavour¬ 
ing by Expostulation, to induce the popu¬ 
lace to retire. As soon as Lord George 
saw Captain Rodney, he strongly expressed 
his concern at the acts of Violence com¬ 
mitted ; adding, that he was ready to take 
his stand by Captain Rodney’s side, and to 
expose his Person to the utmost risk, in or¬ 
der to resist such Proceedings. Rodney, 
who distrusted however his Sincerity, and 
justly considered him as the original cause 
of all the Calamities, declined any Communb 
cation with him; only exhorting him, if he 
wished to stop the further effusion of Blood, 
and to prevent the destruction of the Bank, 
to exert himself in dispersing the furious 
Crowd. But, whatever might be his Inclina¬ 
tion, he was altogether destitute of the 
Power. The military Force alone saved the 
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Bank from being plundered, and prevented 
the temporary subversion of the national 
Credit. 

I knew Lord George Gordon well, and I 
once accompanied him from a party where 
we met, in Lower Grosvenor Street, at the 
late Lord Elcho’s, to Ranelaugh, in the 
Summer of 1782, in his own Coach. In his 
person he was thin, his Features regular, and 
his Complexion pale. His Manners were 
gentle, his Conversation agreeable, and he 
had the Appearance, as well as. the deport¬ 
ment, of a Man of Quality. There was how¬ 
ever something in his cast of Countenance 
and mode of Expression, that indicated Cun¬ 
ning, or a perverted Understanding, or both. 
His whole Income consisted, I believe, in an 
Annuity of six hundred Pounds a year, paid 
him by the Duke of Gordon, his Brother. 
It forms a singular subject of reflection, that 
after involving London during several suc¬ 
cessive Days, in all the horrors of Insurrec¬ 
tion and Anarchy, he should have escaped 
any punishment for these proceedings, which 
cost the lives of so many Individuals,, and 
the demolition of so many Edifices; while 
he expiated by a rigorous Imprisonment to 
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the end of his days, in Newgate, the publi : 
cation of a Libel on the late unfortunate 
Queen of France, who, herself, perished on 
the Scaffold. He exhibited the strongest 
attestation of the sincerity of his Conversion 
to Judaism, by submitting to one of the most 
painful Ceremonies or Acts enjoined by the 
Mosaic Law. The Operation, which was per¬ 
formed at Birmingham, confined him to his 
.Chamber, if not to his Bed, for a considerable 
time; and he preserved with great Care, the 
sanguinary proofs of his having undergone 
the Amputation. Few Individuals occupy a 
more conspicuous, or a more unfortunate 
place in the Annals of their Country, under 
the reign of George the Third. He will 
rank in History, with Wat Tyler and Jack 
Cade, the Incendiaries of the Plantagenet 
Times; or with Kett, so memorable under 
Edward the Sixth. 

The Elements seemed to conspire with all 
the foreign Enemies of Great Britain, at this 
Period; the Hurricane of October, 1780, 
which took place in the West Indies, being 
one of the most tremendous in its Nature, as 
well as violent in its Effects, commemorated 
in the course of the •• Eighteenth Century, 
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Though its destructive rage spread Devasta¬ 
tion in a greater or a less degree, over the 
whole Chain of the Carribee Islands, yet Bar- 
badoes experienced its greatest fury, toge¬ 
ther with the severest loss of lives and pro¬ 
perty. A friend of mine, General James 
Cunningham, was then Governor of the Co¬ 
lony. He has related to me, that after re¬ 
maining above ground as long as it was prac¬ 
ticable with Safety, he, accompanied by a 
number of his Family and Domestics, took re¬ 
fuge in a small Cellar, several feet lower than 
the level of the Street, at Bridge Town, the 
Capital of the Settlement. Here, indeed, 
they found themselves secure from the Dan¬ 
ger of being crushed under the ruins of the 
House which they had just quitted, or from 
being completely borne off and swept away 
by the force of the Wind. But, they were 
soon assailed by two new Misfortunes, 
against which they could provide no suffi¬ 
cient remedy. The first Inconvenience arose 
from the severe Cold which they endured; 
the Climate having changed, in the course of 
a few Hours, from intense Heat, to a contrary 
extreme. The other Evil, which was of a 
still more alarming nature, threatened their 
Destruction, from the Rain which flowed in 
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upon them in great quantity, as it fell in Tor¬ 
rents. While they remained in this deplor¬ 
able Situation, up to the knees in water, 
doubtful whether to continue in the Cellar, 
where about twenty of them huddled toge¬ 
ther, were crouded into a very narrow Space; 
or whether to attempt reaching some more 
secure Shelter; a tall athletic Negro of Ge¬ 
neral Cunningham’s family, who lay upon 
him, in a posture which did not admit of his 
moving, said to the General, “ Massa, if I 
“ not make water, I die.” “ Do it then, in 
“ God’s name,” answered he. The Negro 
had no sooner received this permission, than 
instantly availing himself of it, he bedewed 
the General, from the nape of his Neck, to 
his very Shoes; much, as we are taught to 
believe, in the manner of a Hottentot Priest, 
when celebrating the nuptial Ceremony. 
“ But,” added Cunningham, when relating 
the Story, “ never did I experience a more 
“ grateful Sensation than was produced by 
“ this warm Libation, which seemed to ani- 
“ mate my frozen Frame, and to revivify my 
“ Body. I regretted when it stopped, and I 
“ derived from it essential service in the Hor- 
“ rors of that indescribable Night.” 

VOL. I. 2 B 
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The Situation of the Negro, impelled by 
a Necessity paramount to all. respect or re¬ 
straint, reminds me of a fact somewhat si¬ 
milar, which took place at the. Palace of 
Sans Souci. The great Frederic, in a select 
Society, having been one day more elevated 
and convivial than usual after Dinner, was 
induced by the gaiety of the Conversation, 
to prolong the accustomed limits of the Re¬ 
past, and to detain his Guests to a late Hour. 
His Majesty furnished, himself, the chief 
share of the Entertainment, by the brilliancy 
of his Sallies ; but he forgot, unfortunately, 
that his Guests were Men. One of them, an 
old General, who was often among the per¬ 
sons invited to the royal Table, but whose 
powers of retention had suffered in the 
course of twelve Campaigns; anticipated 
with extreme Impatience, the moment when 
the King, by rising, would permit of his 
quitting the Apartment. In this Hope and 
Expectation, he long supported with unsha¬ 
ken Fortitude, one of the most pressing de¬ 
mands of Nature. Overcome at length, and 
yielding to a Power stronger than himself, he 
suddenly rose from his Chair, and exclaim¬ 
ing, “ Sire, Tout est grand dans Votre Ma - 
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“ jestSy jusquct la Vessie meme. Sire, Je me 
“ meurs” ran out of the Room. Frederic 
was charmed with the ingenuity of the Com¬ 
pliment, and laughed heartily at the Gene¬ 
ral’s Distress, which might however have 
proved fatal to him. The celebrated Astro¬ 
nomer Tycho Brahe’s Death was caused by 
a precisely similar Act of imprudent Respect. 

Parliament having been dissolved early in 
September, I was elected one of the Mem¬ 
bers for Hindon in the County of Wilts; and 
the new House of Commons meeting to¬ 
wards the end of October, the first Debate 
turned on the. Choice of a Speaker. Lord 
George Germain, not Lord North, com¬ 
menced the proceedings on that Evening, 
and performed the principal ministerial part. 
It was not intended by Administration, that 
Sir Fletcher Norton, who during near eleven 
years, ever since the resignation of Sir John 
Cust in January, 1770, had filled the Chair, 
should re-occupy it in the new Parliament. 
He had given umbrage during the Session of 
3777, both to the Sovereign, and to Minis¬ 
ters, by a memorable Speech, which he ad¬ 
dressed to the King, • while standing in his 
official Capacity, at the Bar of the House of 
2 b 2 
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Peers. And though the Admonition or Ex¬ 
hortation that he thought proper then to 
use, relative to the economical Expenditure 
of the Money voted by the House of Com¬ 
mons, had met with the Approbation of the 
Country at large, yet it unquestionably pro¬ 
duced his eventual Exclusion from the Em¬ 
ployment of Speaker. Lord North having 
tried the ground at St. James’s, found His 
Majesty determined upon the point. Con¬ 
scious, nevertheless, that it would be highly 
unpopular to place his intended Dismission 
on such a Basis; Ministers availed them¬ 
selves of Sir Fletcher’s ill state of Health, 
which had considerably impeded the pro¬ 
gress of public Business in the preceding 
Session, as forming a sufficient Cause for his 
removal. While, therefore, they passed high 
Eulogiums on his Ability and Talents, they 
lamented that Infirmities of Body rendered it 
improper to ask of him, or to accept from 
him, a continuance of his public Services. 
Sir Fletcher however, rising in his place, and 
speaking from the Opposition Bench, while 
he was sustained by that powerful and nu¬ 
merous Phalanx ; endeavoured to point out 
the latent Enmity, as well as the obvious 
Nullity, of the Ministerial Arguments. He 
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affected, it is true, to disclaim any wish of 
being again placed in the Speaker’s Chair ; 
but he took care to accompany the Declara¬ 
tion, by an Assertion of his perfect physical 
Capacity to meet its Duties and Fatigues. His 
Appearance seemed indeed to present the as¬ 
pect of a Man, who, though somewhat de¬ 
clined in years, did not manifest any tokens 
of Decay. All the personal Attacks levelled 
by Norton’s friends, on the Opposition side 
of the House, at Lord North, could neither 
induce nor provoke the First Minister to 
open his lips on the Occasion. He remained 
profoundly silent: but, Mr. Rigby, uninti¬ 
midated by the Clamors of Sir Fletcher’s 
Adherents, after boldly avowing that he was 
dismissed for his political Trespasses, justi¬ 
fied his Exclusion from the Chair, on parlia¬ 
mentary or on Ministerial Grounds. Corn¬ 
wall was chosen Speaker by a very large 
Majority. 

Sir Fletcher Norton, though perhaps just¬ 
ly accused, as a professional Man, of prefer¬ 
ring Profit to conscientious delicacy of Prin¬ 
ciple ; and though denominated in the coarse 
Satires or Caricatures of that Day, by the 
Epithet of “ Sir Bullface Doublefeeyet 
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possessed eminent parliamentary Knowledge 
as well as legal Talents. Far from suffering 
in his Capacity of Speaker, by a Comparison 
either with his immediate Predecessor or 
Successor in that high Office, he must be 
considered as very superior to both. The 
Chair of the House of Commons, during 
the whole course of the Eighteenth Century, 
was never filled with less Dignity or Energy, 
than by Sir John Cust, whom Wilkes treats 
in all his letters, with the most contemptu¬ 
ous Irony, or the most mortifying Insult. 
Cornwall possessed every physical quality 
requisite to ornament the Place; a sonorous 
Voice, a manly, as well as imposing Figure, 
and a commanding Deportment: but, his 
best ministerial recommendation to the Of¬ 
fice, consisted in the Connexion subsisting 
between him and Mr. Charles Jenkinson, 
then Secretary at War, which the Marriage 
of the former Gentleman, with the Sister of 
the latter, had cemented. After his Elec¬ 
tion,. Cornwall gave little Satisfaction, and 
had recourse to the narcotic virtues of Por¬ 
ter, for enabling him to sustain its Fatigue: 
an Auxiliary which sometimes becoming too 
powerful for the Principal'who called in its 
Assistance, produced Inconveniences. The 
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** Rolliad,” alluding to the Speakers Chair, 
as it was filled in 1784, says, 
u There Cornwall sits, and ah! compelled by Fate, 
Must sit for ever through the long Debate; 

Save when compelled by Nature’s sovereign Will, 

Sometimes to empty, and sometimes to fill.”- 

- “ Like sad Prometheus fastened to the Rock, 

In vain he looks for Pity to the Clock; 

In vain the Powers of strengthening Porter tries, 
And nods to Bellamy for fresh Supplies.” 

We may here remark, as a curious Fact, 
that Sir Fletcher’s Dismission from the Office 
of Speaker, conducted him within eighteen 
Months, to the Dignity of the Peerage; an 
Elevation which he owed solely to the jea¬ 
lousies and rivalities that arose between 
Lord Rockingham and Lord Shelburne, as 
soon as they got into Power: whereas, 
Cornwall, his successful Competitor, after 
presiding more than eight years in the 
House of Commons, died without ever 
entering the House of Lords. It was thus 
that Dunning reached that Goal, while 
Wallace missed it. So much does the Dis¬ 
position of Events, which in common lan¬ 
guage we denominate Fortune, regulate the 
affairs of Men, in defiance of Juvenal’s 
“ Nos te, 

" Nos facimus, Fortuna, Deam, Caeloque locamus.” 
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I scarcely remember, during near four¬ 
teen Years, that I sate in different Parlia¬ 
ments, a more personal, or a more acrimo 
nious Debate than I witnessed soon after 
my first Entrance into the House, on the 
sixth of November, ft took Place on the 
Address proposed to be carried up to the 
Foot of the Throne, in Answer to His Ma¬ 
jesty’s Speech. Lord George Germain again 
assumed the first Part, and attracted to¬ 
wards Himself all the Severity of Opposi¬ 
tion ; Lord North being unavoidably com¬ 
pelled to absent Himself, on Account of 
Indisposition. The recent Nomination of 
Sir Hugh Palliser to the Government of 
Greenwich Hospital, drew from Fox the 
most pointed, as well as violent Reflections, 
not only on various Members of the Cabinet, 
but, on the Sovereign himself. Not content 
with declaring that “ there could be only 
“ one of the King’s Servants,” (the Earl of 
Sandwich,) “ so abandoned, so lost to all 
“ Sensibility or Honor, as to have dared 
“ to advise such a Measure;” he added, 
that “ his Surprise was the less excited by 
“ the Fact, because it formed the Charac- 
“ teristic of the present Reign , to hunt 
“ down, to defame, and to vilify great, or 
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“ popular public Men; wEile lire infamous 
“ were upheld, employed, and rewarded.” 
As if apprehensive that the Application of 
these last Words might be in any Degree 
ambiguous, He subjoined, fixing his Eyes 
on Lord George Germain, “ The recent 
“ Promotion of Sir Hugh Palliser is dic- 
“ tated by the same Spirit, which has pro- 
“ duced the Promotion of a Man to one of 
“ the greatest civil Employments, who has 
“ been publicly degraded, and declared to 
“ be incapable of serving again in any 
“ military Capacity, at the Head of every 
“ Regiment in the Service.” So severe, if 
not illiberal an Allusion, which could not 
be misunderstood, instantly called up Lord 
George; who observed that “ the Aspersion 
“ which the Honourable Member had 
“ thought proper to throw out in the Course 
“ of his Speech, being obviously directed 
“ at Himself; the House might naturally 
“ expect He would notice it. I rise 
“ therefore,” said He, “ once for all, simply 
“ to declare that whenever Gentlemen de- 
** scend to the Meanness of personal Invec- 
•“ tives, instead of Argument, and shall think 
“ proper to make Me their Object; I am 
“ prepared to treat both the Invectives and 
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“ their Author, with the Contempt that 
“ They deserve.” Fox allowed this Answer 
to pass unnoticed on that Evening; but, 
next Day, having probably felt that it could 
not be altogether despised, He thought pro¬ 
per to say, while speaking on the Report of 
the Address to the Crown, that “ the noble 
“ Secretary’s Words during the preceding 
“ Debate, however personal to Himself 
“ they might be, yet were so qualified, as 
“ to render it wholly unnecessary for Him to 
“ take any further Notice of them.” Ad¬ 
miral Keppel treading in the Traces of Fox, 
repeated however nearly the same Accusa¬ 
tions as had already been brought forward 
against the first Lord of the Admiralty; 
whom Keppel charged with Incapacity and 
Mismanagement of the naval Forces, and 
stigmatized as meriting universal Reproba¬ 
tion for having recommended Palliser to 
His Majesty, for the Government of Green¬ 
wich Hospital. Such an Appointment con¬ 
veyed indeed indirectly a severe Censure 
upon Himself. These Personalities and 
Charges did not prevent the Address from 
being voted by a Majority of Eighty-two. 
The Exclusion of Sir Fletcher from the 
Chair, on the first Day of the Session, had 
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only been carried by Sixty-nine. On so 
precarious a Foundation did the Ministers 
stand, even at the Commencement of a new 
Parliament; and so weak were the Founda¬ 
tions on which reposed Lord North’s Power 
towards the Close of the Year 1780, under¬ 
mined as it was by an unfortunate, if not 
an unpopular Contest. When a Motion 
was made a few Days later, by Mr. Thomas 
Townsend, to vote the Thanks of the House 
to their late Speaker; after a Debate of 
considerable Length, Administration could 
only command ninety-six Votes, while Opr 
position carried the Question by a Majority 
of Forty; having divided One Hundred and 
thirty-six, though Lord North was present 
on the Occasion. But, the Motion being 
conceived in very laconic and general Terms, 
the first Minister neither rose to speak, nor 
made any personal Effort to impede its 
Success. 

A long and very interesting Debate arose 
on the 27th of November, when Mr. Daniel 
Parker Coke, Member for the Town of Not¬ 
tingham, (one of the most upright, honor¬ 
able, and incorruptible Individuals who ever 
sate in Parliament;) moved the Thanks of 
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the House to Sir Henry Clinton and Earl 
Cornwallis, for the important Services that 
those Commanders had rendered to their 
Country, on the other Side of the Atlantic. 
An Infinity of curious Matter was elicited 
by the Nature of the Subject, as it naturally 
or necessarily embraced the American War; 
a Topic calculated to produce interminable 
Discussions. Neither the first Minister, nor 
Mr. Fox, though both addressed the House 
in the Course of the Evening, performed the 
principal Parts. Wilkes rising in his Place, 
pronounced a Speech of great Length, and 
of still greater Severity; which, (as He was 
accustomed to do,) He had prepared, not 
without evident Labour, for the Occasion. 
It was, like every Composition of his; spi¬ 
rited, classic, and stamped with the charac¬ 
teristic Energy of his fearless Mind. In the 
Course of it, He neither spared Lord Corn¬ 
wallis, whose Inconsistency in drawing his 
Sword to maintain a Cause, which, a few 
Years earlier, He had reprobated publicly 
in the House of Peers, Wilkes endeavoured 
to expose: nor did He fail to attack both 
the Ministers and the Sovereign, by whom 
the War was carried on against the Colonies. 
The Right claimed by the Crown and by 
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Parliament, to tax America, he reprobated 
as “an antiquated Usurpation of the Stu- 
“ arts, revived under the third Prince of the 
“ Family of Brunswic. This Pretension,” 
exclaimed He, “ has been in every Age, the 
“ favorite Maxim of Despots. In Oppo- 
“ sition to it, Hampden shed his Blood. 
“ Such an Attempt against the fundamental 
“Rights of the English People, justified 
“ our Ancestors in commencing the civil 
“ War which conducted the Tyrant Charles 
“ to the Scaffold.” He concluded by im¬ 
ploring of Mr. Coke to withdraw a Motion 
in which no Man could concur, without 
indirectly giving his Sanction or Approba¬ 
tion to the American War itself. Lord 
North on the other Hand, expressed his 
Hope, that Wilkes would be the only Indi¬ 
vidual in the House to oppose the Motion. 
But, another dissentient Voice was raised to 
it in the Person of Sir Joseph Mawbey; a 
Man who, from some unfortunate Circum¬ 
stances of his private Life, never could ob¬ 
tain a patient or a candid Hearing in Par¬ 
liament. Rigby and Courtenay, both at¬ 
tacked Him; not, indeed, with Argument, 
but, with a more powerful Weapon, Ridi¬ 
cule. Sheridan and Fox rose to defend Sir 
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Joseph, as He constantly voted with Oppo¬ 
sition. In 1784, after He had quitted that 
Party, and joined-Pitt against “the Coa- 
“ lition,” they turned their powerful Artillery 
upon Him. The “ Rolliad,” when speaking 
of the Necessity imposed on the Speaker, 
Cornwall, to continue in the Chair while the 
House is sitting, adds, 

u Painful Pre-Eminence!—He hears, ’tis true, 

Fox, North, and Burke: but, hears Sir Joseph too.” 

Lines which form a Parody on Pope’s Ad¬ 
dress to Lord Bolingbroke, which He con¬ 
cludes by saying, 

“ Painful Pre-Eminence! Ourselves to view, 

Above Life’s Weakness and its Comforts too!” 

Sir Joseph Mawbey spoke nevertheless with 
great good Sense, though not with Brilliancy. 
He was at this Time the Colleague of Ad¬ 
miral Keppel, and represented the County 
of Surry. To the Marquis of Rockingham, 
during the short Administration of that No¬ 
bleman, in 1765, He owed his Elevation to 
the Rank of a Baronet. Like Wilkes, He 
refused to concur in the Vote of Thanks to 
Lord Cornwallis; but, the Motion was not 
the less finally carried without a Division. 
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Little Consolation can be derived during 
this gloomy period of English History, from 
carrying our view beyond the Metropolis, 
to the Extremities of the Empire, or from 
considering the Operations of the War by 
sea and land. As Geary had succeeded to 
the Command of the Channel Fleet, by Har¬ 
dy’s Heath, so Darby took the same Com¬ 
mand soon afterwards, in consequence of 
Geary’s Resignation. None of these Names 
will be pronounced with Enthusiasm by 
Posterity. Admiral Barrington, by his re¬ 
pulse of D’Estaign at St. Lucie, acquired 
the, only Renown gained on the Ocean, from 
the Commencement of Hostilities in July, 
1778, till the period when Rodney was sent 
out to the West Indies. The inveterate Dis¬ 
putes that arose between Keppel and Pal- 
liser, which, after convulsing the Navy, and 
dividing the Kingdom, began insensibly to 
fall into Oblivion; were again revived during 
the short time that the House of Commons 
remained sitting before the Christmas Re¬ 
cess.- In consequence of Sir Hugh Palli- 
ser’s Appointment to the Government of 
Greenwich Hospital, the Events of the 27th 
July, 1778, were discussed anew, with all 
the Acrimony of Party. Fox originated the 
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Discussion by the Severity of his Animad¬ 
versions on Palliser, who had just taken his 
Seat in the House, as Member for the Town 
of Huntingdon, where Lord Sandwich’s In¬ 
terest had procured his Election. The Earl 
of Lisburne, second Lord of the Board of 
Admiralty, having, in a Committee of Sup¬ 
ply, laid the Navy Estimates on the Table, 
an animated and most personal Debate 
ensued. Lord Nugent, who was then well 
advanced towards fourscore, vainly at¬ 
tempted, (like Nestor in the “ Iliad,”) by 
calling Fox repeatedly to Order, to avert 
the Storm, and to give the Subject under 
Consideration, a more general Direction. 
When Fox had exhausted every Topic of 
Declamation with which the Occasion fur¬ 
nished Him, both against Palliser, and 
against the first Lord of the Admiralty, 
Lord North rose to protect them; and in a 
very able, as well as argumentative Speech, 
endeavoured to shew how unjust a Persecu* 
tion the Vice Admiral had undergone. Sir 
Hugh himself, conscious of his Inability to 
contend with such an Adversary as Fox, on 
such a Theatre as Parliament; after denying 
the pretended Allegations made by his Ene^ 
mies, and acknowledging his Obligations to 
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the first Minister for the eloquent Defence 
just pronounced ; proceeded to read his own 
Justification. The Paper, by its Length, 
Dullness, and perhaps more than either, by 
the imperfect or defective Manner of its De¬ 
livery, put the Patience of his Auditors, as 
I well remember, to a severe Trial. Palliser, 
who had risen from an obscure Origin, by 
long and distinguished Services, to the Rank 
of a Baronet, and to some of the highest 
Honors of his Profession ; wanted the Ad¬ 
vantages of Education, as well as those of 
Manner, Deportment, and external Grace, 
in all which He was wholly deficient. Nor 
had He, like his Opponent, Keppel, the 
Support derived from high Descent and 
Alliances. I have however always consi¬ 
dered Him as a most judicious, meritorious, 
arid calumniated naval Officer, who was 
overborne by the Torrent of Party, and 
fell a Sacrifice to Ministerial Unpopularity. 
Never can I forget the Picture that He 
drew of the Action, fought on the 27th of 
July; a Day not to be recollected by an 
Englishman without Feelings allied to Hu¬ 
miliation. He declared in the Face of the 
House of Commons, that the British Fleet 
were led into Action in a disorderly and 
vol. i. 2 c 
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unskilful manner. In the Beginning, with 
too much Contempt of the Enemy; but, 
towards its Close, with too much Awe; 
keeping at too great a Distance, and ma¬ 
noeuvring in Confusion. In his Reply to 
Palliser, Keppel contented Himself with 
entrenching his Reputation behind the Serir 
tences of the two Courts Martial; and 
reiterating the Charges of Treachery, blen¬ 
ded with Falsehood, which his Honorable 
Relation, (Fox,) had already brought for¬ 
ward against the first Lord of the Admiralty. 
Not that Keppel’s Courage could be called 
in Question, as had happened, though per¬ 
haps most unjustly, in the Instance of JByng: 
but, in Self Possession, Judgment, superior 
maritime Skill, and Presence of Mind; in 
all those Endowments of a great Commander 
which ensure Victory, I have always re¬ 
garded Him as deficient. Even the State of 
his Health, disordered and shattered by 
Sickness, tended to incapacitate Him on the 
twenty-seventh of July, for performing with 
Promptitude, the arduous Duties of his 
Situation. I believe, now that Time has 
softened down the Asperities of Party, this 
Opinion has become general. Keppel’s 
Exploits will never be ranked with those of 
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Rodney, of Duncan, or of Nelson; nor will 
they ever be associated to the glorious Re¬ 
collections of the best Years of George the 
Third. Lord North, with whom, not to be' 
defeated, constituted a sort of Victory; and 
who generally contented himself with half 
Triumphs; after defending Palliser with his 
usual Ability, and with more than his com¬ 
mon Animation; having thus rescued him 
from the immediate Attack of his Enemies, 
aimed at no further. Ad vantage, but moved 
for an Adjournment early in December. 

As if to complete the Climax of our na 
tional Misfortunes at this humiliating Period, 
Holland was added to the number of our 
Enemies; War being declared against the 
Seven United Provinces, before the close 
of 1780 , notwithstanding the Repugnance 
equally felt at such a Rupture, by the King 
of Great Britain, arid by the Stadtholder; 
More than a Century had then elapsed, 
since we had been engaged in Hostilities 
with the Dutch, under the profligate Reign 
of Charles the Second. During some Por¬ 
tion of the intermediate Time, the two Coun¬ 
tries had been governed by one Prince; and 
one Soul might be said to animate their 
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Counsels after the Expulsion of James the 
Second, when their joint Efforts were di¬ 
rected to stem the Current of Louis the 
Fourteenth’s Arms in the Netherlands. Even 
subsequent to King William’s Decease, the 
United Provinces made common Cause with 
his Successor, against France, under, Marl¬ 
borough: but, the disgraceful Termination of 
that great Struggle, which lasted near , ten 
Years, dissevered England and Holland. 
After the Peace of Utrecht, in 1712, no 
close- nor cordial Union subsisted between 
the Cabinets of the Hague and of St. James’s. 
The Dutch were, indeed, prevailed on td 
join George the Second, as Auxiliaries, 
though not as Principals, in the war of 1743, 
undertaken to preserve Maria Theresa on 
the Throne of her Father Charles the Sixth. 
Unfortunately, the English, Dutch, and 
Austrian Armies, which, while conducted 
by the great Talents of Eugene and Marl¬ 
borough, had nearly driven Louis the Four¬ 
teenth to the last Extremities; when led by 
Konigseck, and by William, Duke of Cum¬ 
berland, were every where defeated on the 
same Plains. 

Marshal Saxe made himself Master of the 
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Barrier that protected Holland against the 
overwhelming Power of France; and only 
the Moderation or the Indolence of Louis 
the Fifteenth, which checked his Conquests, 
gave Peace to Europe in 1748, at Aix-la- 
Chapelle. That Prince, had he been ani¬ 
mated by the Ambition, of his Predecessor, 
or by the Spirit of Conquest which impelled 
the French Republic in 1795, might have 
entered Amsterdam, and have subjected 
the Zuyder Sea to his Dominion. Having 
escaped from this imminent Peril, the Dutch 
remained neutral Spectators of the Contest 
which took Place between us and France in 
1756, when Flanders, which for near a Cen¬ 
tury had constituted.the Palaestra of Europe, 
by a. singular Transition became a Country 
of Repose; and the House of Austria for the 
first Time joined her inveterate Foe, the 
House, of Bourbon. It was reserved for the 
calamitous iEra of the American War, which 
familiarized us with Disgraces and Reverses, 
to witness Holland openly ranged against 
Great Britain, under the Banners of Louis 
the. Sixteenth and Charles the Third. The 
Opposition exulted at the Declaration of 
Hostilities between the two Countries, as 
setting the Seal to Lord North’s ministerial 
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Embarrassments. Nor could it be denied, 
that the Necessity for blocking the Mouth of 
the Texel, and probably engaging the Dutch 
Fleet at the Entrance of their own Ports, in 
the depressed, as well as inferior State to 
which the British Navy had then sunk; aug¬ 
mented the Difficulties under which the Ad-* 
ministration laboured, while it encreased 
the Unpopularity of the Sovereign. 

Yet never did any Government make 
greater Efforts to avert and avoid a Rupture, 
than were Exerted by Lord Norths Cabinet; 
Sir Joseph Yorke, who, by long Residence 
in Holland, had become in some Measure 
naturalized at the Hague, exhausted every 
art of Diplomacy, to stem the Current of 
French and American Politics. The Stadt* 
holder, no less than the Majority of the Peo? 
pie throughout the Seven United Provinces, 
nourished the warmest Partiality towards 
Great Britain: but, the Prince of Orange 
had lost the public Respect which his high 
Office ought to have excited; and the Na¬ 
tion, immersed in narrow Speculations of 
commercial Advantage, displayed no Spark 
of that public Spirit, dr of those great Ener¬ 
gies, which had operated such powerful Ef- 
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fects against Philip the Second and Third; 
Kings of Spain, during the sixteenth and 
seventeenth Centuries. The Pensionary, 
Van Berk el, acting under the Impulse of 
Maurepas and of Yergennes, precipitated 
his Countrymen on War with England, by 
signing a Treaty with the American Insure 
gents; precisely as Madison, in the Summer 
of 1812, commenced Hostilities with us, by 
the Suggestions of his Corsican Director. 
Nor did Fox and Burke arraign more se¬ 
verely the Measures of Lord North, as hav¬ 
ing produced the Rupture that took Place 
with Holland; than the Leaders of Oppo¬ 
sition in the House of Commons, inveighed 
against the line of Conduct adopted on the 
part of Ministers, which led to the late Con¬ 
test with America. Both Wars arose prin¬ 
cipally from a similar Cause; the apparently 
desperate, or highly alarming Condition of 
England. In 1780, we appeared to be ra¬ 
pidly sinking under the Combination of Eu¬ 
ropean, Asiatic, and American Foes. In 
1812, Bonaparte, Master of the Continent, 
from the Frontiers of Portugal to those of 
Russia, prepared to consummate the Subju¬ 
gation of Europe, by a March to Moscow'. 
To Van Berkel, and to Madison* the Occa- 
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sion seemed equally favorable for the Deve- 
lopement of their rancorous Enmity to the 
English Government. The Measures of the 
former Minister led, at no distant Period of 
Time, in the Space of about fifteen Years, to 
the Subjugation and Subversion of the Re¬ 
public of Holland. Futurity will shew 
whether the Policy of Madison, if His base 
Subservience to Bonaparte can merit the 
Name, will prove more successful or benefi¬ 
cial to his Countrymen; and will prove how 
far the American President may justly chal¬ 
lenge their future Gratitude, more than the 
Pensionary of Amsterdam merited the Sup¬ 
port of the Dutch. 

Nearly about the same time, Maria The¬ 
resa, Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, ex¬ 
pired at Vienna, after a Reign of forty Years, 
during which she had exhibited a memora¬ 
ble Instance of the Vicissitudes of Fortune. 
Like Frederic the Second, King of Prussia, 
she acceded in 1740; and a great Portion of 
their Lives was passed in mutual Hostility. 
The Strength of her Mind, and the Tenacity 
of her Character, sustained her amidst Diffi¬ 
culties, which a Woman of inferior Resolution 
could not have.surmounted. Since the Death 
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of Elizabeth, Queen of England, in 1603, 
Europe had not beheld any Female seated on 
the Throne, who united so many private Vir¬ 
tues, to so many great public Endowments. 
Maria Theresa manifested- a masculine Mind, 
blended with feminine Qualities calculated 
to conciliate universal Affection. Elizabeth, 
however illustrious she appears when viewed 
in her kingly Capacity, wanted Softness, 
Sincerity, and all the gentler Qualifications 
that render Woman an Object of Attach¬ 
ment. Henry the Seventh and Henry the 
Eighth were both resuscitated in Her, 
though without the Avarice of her Grand¬ 
father, or the capricious and cruel Despo¬ 
tism of her Father. Maria Theresa resem¬ 
bled Her in this Point of View. As a So¬ 
vereign, she possessed far greater Constancy 
and .Energy than had been exhibited by her 
Father, the Emperor Charles the Sixth, 
or by her Grandfather, Leopold the First. 
Charles, while resident in Spain during “ the 
War of the Succession,” displayed no En¬ 
dowments of Character, and was twice dri^ 
ven out of Madrid in Consequence of his 
Delays or Incapacity. Leopold betrayed a 
Want of every Resource, when in 1683, at 
the Approach of the Grand Vizier Cara 
vol. i. 2 d 
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Mustapha, he fled to Passau, leaving his 
Capital to be invested, and his Dominions 
to be ravaged, by the Turks. The Caution, 
Experience, and Moderation of Maria The¬ 
resa, increased by religious Scruples, im¬ 
posed a Restraint on the pernicious Activity 
of her Son and Successor, Joseph the Se¬ 
cond. His Accession to the Dominions of 
the House of Austria, and the Line of Po¬ 
licy that he embraced, constituted one of the 
many concurring Circumstances which even¬ 
tually facilitated the Progress of the French 
Arms in the Netherlands, after the Revo¬ 
lution. 

Though sinking under the accumulated 
Pressure of advancing Age, as well as of Dis¬ 
ease and Infirmity, Maria Theresa retained 
the Possession of all her Faculties, nearly to 
the last Moments of her Life. Religion and 
Resignation smoothed its Close. Two of the 
Archduchesses, her Daughters, Maria and 
Elizabeth, who remained unmarried, con¬ 
stantly attended about her Bed; but I have 
been assured that they could not prevail on 
their Mother, though they earnestly entreat¬ 
ed it, even a short Time preceding her Disso¬ 
lution, to bequeath her Blessing to the Arch- 
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duchess Amelia, their Sister. That Prin¬ 
cess, who had been married to Don Ferdi¬ 
nand, Duke of Parma, was supposed to 
have committed great Irregularities of every 
Kind. Only a short Time before Maria The* 
resa breathed her last, having apparently 
fallen into a Sort of Insensibility, and her 
Eyes being closed; one of the Ladies near 
her Person, in Reply to an Enquiry made re¬ 
specting the State of the. Empress, an¬ 
swered that her Majesty seemed to be 
asleep. “ No,” replied she, “ 1 could sleep, 
“ if I would indulge Repose ; but I am sen- 
“ sibleof the near Approach of Death, and I 
“ will not allow myself to be surprized by 
“him in my Sleep. I wish to meet my Dis- 
“ solution, awake.” There is nothing trans¬ 
mitted to us by Antiquity, more impressive 
than this Answer, which appears divested of 
all Ostentation. Voltaire himself, Cynic as 
he was, and always severe upon crowned 
Heads, unless when mollified by the flatter¬ 
ing Letters or Presents of Catherine the 
Second, must have admired it. Even the 
great Frederic, who survived Maria Theresa 
near six Years ; though he encountered the 
gradual Advances of Death with Philosophy 
and Fortitude, yet betrayed much Reluct- 
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ance, displayed some Peevishness, and per¬ 
haps manifested a little Affectation or Vanity, 
in the Preparations which he made for his 
Departure. We may see the Proofs of it, in 
his Conversations with Zimmerman. Nei¬ 
ther Augustus, nor Vespasian, nor Adrian, 
though each of these Emperors seems to 
have contemplated Death with a Steady 
Countenance, and almost with a smiling 
Look; yet manifested more perfect Self- 
possession in the last Act of Life, than did 
Maria Theresa. She was as much superior 
in Virtue to her Contemporary, Catherine 
the Second, as she fell beneath that Prin¬ 
cess in Brilliancy of Talents. In the Arts of 
reigning, in Courage, in Benignity of Disposi¬ 
tion, and in solid Endowments of Under¬ 
standing, the Austrian may dispute for Su¬ 
periority even with the Russian Czarina. 
Posterity will perhaps confer more Admira¬ 
tion on the latter. Empress, but, must reserve 
its moral Approbation and Esteem for the 
former Sovereign. 

END OF VOL. i. 
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MY OWN TIME. 

VOLUME THE SECOND. 


PART THE SECOND. 

January, 1781. 

T AM now arrived, in the Course of these 
Memoirs, at the Beginning of the Year 
1781. Before, however, we enter on the po¬ 
litical Events of that disastrous Period, it 
seems indispensable that we should survey 
the Character of the Sovereign, of the Cabi¬ 
net Ministers, of the Leaders of Opposition, 
and the principal Persons in both Houses of 
the new Parliament. Great Britain did not 
then present the same august, majestic, and 
interesting Spectacle to Mankind, which we 
have since exhibited, even during the most\ 
calamitous Moments of the late Revolution¬ 
ary War. The Empire, under Lord North’s 
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Administration, was shaken and convulsed 
in almost every Quarter. Domestic Faction 
pervaded all the Departments of Govern¬ 
ment, infected the Navy, and manifested it¬ 
self in every Debate of either House of Par¬ 
liament. The English were discontented; 
the Scots were sullen; and the Irish had be¬ 
come clamorous for political, as well as for 
commercial Emancipation. A Ministry, the 
Members of which Body did not always act 
in Union, and still prosecuting a hopeless 
Contest with America; whatever Ability the 
Individuals composing it might separately 
possess, yet inspired no public Confidence 
in the Success of their future Measures. Na¬ 
tional Credit began to droop under the Ex¬ 
penses of a War carried on across the Atlan¬ 
tic, at an immense Distance; while the Com¬ 
merce of the Country suffered at least in an 
equal Degree* from the Depredations of the 
Enemy. Nor had Lord North provided, as 
Mr. Pitt afterwards did in 1786, any Sink¬ 
ing Fund for the gradual Extinction of the 
Taxes which he annually imposed. 

Amidst this Scene of Distress, the great 
Continental Powers of the North and East 
of Europe, looked on, either as unconcerned ' 
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Spectators, or as secret Enemies. Joseph the 
Second^ Emperor of Germany, who had re¬ 
cently succeeded to the Bohemian and Hun¬ 
garian Thrones ; imitating in this Instance 
his Mother's Line of Policy, and occupied 
with domestic Reforms of various Kinds, 
took indeed no open Part. But, connected 
as he was with France, by his Sister’s Mar¬ 
riage to Louis the Sixteenth, his Inclinations 
might be supposed to lean towards the 
House of Bourbon. The great Frederic, 
sinking in Years, as well as under the Pres¬ 
sure of Diseases and Infirmities; satiated 
with military Fame; attentive principally to 
the Improvement of his Dominions, and 
the Augmentation of his Revenue; always, 
attached from Disposition, to the Manners, 
Language, and Crown of France; beheld 
with Satisfaction, the augmenting Difficulties 
of the English Government. He had never 
forgiven Lord Bute for retaining, when First 
Minister, the Subsidy claimed by Prussia in 
1762; and he nourished a Dislike to the 
Country, which,' as he perhaps justly con¬ 
ceived, had broken its Faith with him on so 
important a Point. Catherine the Second, 
ever anxious to throw a Veil of Glory over 
the tragical Circumstances which placed her. 
b 2 
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on the Russian Throne, by aggrandizing the 
Russian Empire; and availing herself with 
Ability of the Distress of England, then con¬ 
tending against so many Adversaries; set up 
Pretensions to a maritime Exemption from 
the Right of Search on the high Seas, claim¬ 
ed and exercised by Great Britain in Time of 
War. Placing herself at the Head of the 
Baltic Powers, in Union with the Courts of 
Copenhagen and Stockholm, which on this 
Occasion made common Cause with her, she 
attempted to emancipate their Navies from 
any further Submission to the British Flag. 
Lord North, unable to resent, or to oppose 
the Policy of Catherine by open Force, tenK 
porized, and waited for more propitious 
Times. Portugal alone, amidst the gene¬ 
ral Hostility or Defection of Europe, ven¬ 
tured to manifest her amicable Disposition ; 
and bad the Generosity to refuse to form a 
Junction with the Baltic Confederacy, or 
to accede to the Armed Neutrality of the 
Northern States. 

The King at this Period of his Reign, 
was far advanced in his Forty-Third Year. 
Though he came into the World at the term of 
Seven Months; a Fact which is indisputable. 
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as the late Duchess of Brunswic, his Sister’s 
Birth, took place on the 11th of August, 1737; 
and that of His Majesty, on the 4th of June, 
1738; yet Nature had conferred on him a 
Sound and vigorous Frame of Body. He was 
born in Norfolk House, St. James’s Square, 
where Frederic, Prince of Wales, then re¬ 
sided ; who had been peremptorily ordered 
only a short Time before, to quit St. James’s 
Palace, by George the Second. I saw, not 
much more than a Year ago, the identical 
Bed in which the Princess of Wales was de¬ 
livered, now removed to the Duke of Nor¬ 
folk’s seat of Worksop in the County of 
Nottingham; and it forcibly proves the ra¬ 
pid Progress of domestic Elegance and 
Taste, within the last eighty Years. Except 
that the Furniture is of Green Silk, the Bed 
has nothing splendid about it; and would 
hardly be esteemed fit for the Accommoda¬ 
tion of a Person of ordinary Condition in the 
present Times. A course of systematic Ab¬ 
stinence and Exercise, had secured to George 
the Third the Enjoyment of almost uninter¬ 
rupted Health, down to the Time of which 
I speak. So little had he been incommoded 
by Sickness, or by Indisposition of any 
kind, from the Period of, his Accession, till 
fris memorable Seizure in 1788; that scarcely 
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was lie ever compelled to absent himself 
on that Account, from a Levee, a Council, 
or a Drawing-room, during eight and twenty 
Years. One only Exception to this Remark 
occurred in the Autumn of 1765, when he 
was attacked by a Disorder that confined 
him for several Weeks; relative to the Na¬ 
ture and Seat of which Malady, though 
many Conjectures and Assertions have been 
hazarded, in Conversation, and even in Print, 
no satisfactory Information .has ever been 
given to the World. 

In the King’s Countenance, a Physiogno¬ 
mist would have distinguished two principal 
Characteristics; Firmness, or as his Enemies 
denominated it, Obstinacy; tempered with 
Benignity. The former Expression was how¬ 
ever indisputably more marked and promi¬ 
nent than the latter Sentiment. Fox, when 
addressing the House of Commons, did not 
hesitate to allude in very intelligible Lan¬ 
guage, to his Obstinacy. I remember, in Ja¬ 
nuary, 1782, on his moving for Papers, in 
Order to institute an Enquiry into Lord 
Sandwich’s Conduct at the Head of the Ad¬ 
miralty, Fox observed, “ It is said by the 
very Members of this Assembly who in 
case of a Division will vote in Favor of 
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the Earl of Sandwich, that there is an Ob¬ 
stinacy someivhere, which will oppose what¬ 
ever Measure is suggested from this Side of 
the House.”—“ I cannot pretend to say 
whether such a Spirit of Obstinacy does, 
or does not exist: but, those Men who 
really believe the present, first Lord of the 
Admiralty unfit for his Situation, and yet 
come down to vote for maintaining Him in 
Office, are unfit for the important Trust of 
Representatives of a free People.” I be¬ 
lieve, there was no Person present, so ob¬ 
tuse, as not to understand the Application 
of Fox’s Expressions, The King seemed 
to have a Tendency to become corpulent, if 
he had not repressed it by habitual and un¬ 
remitting Temperance. On this Subject I 
shall relate a Fact, which was communicated 
to me by a Friend, Sir John Macpherson, 
who received it from the great Earl of Mans¬ 
field, to whom the King himself mentioned 
it; forcibly demonstrating that Strength of 
Mind, Renunciation of all Excess, and Domi¬ 
nion over his Appetites, which have charac¬ 
terized George the Third at every Period of 
his Life. Conversing with William, Duke of 
Cumberland, his Uncle, not long before that 
Prince’s Death, in 1764, His Majesty ob- 
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served, that it was with Concern he remarked 
the Duke’s augmenting Corpulency. “ I la- 
“ ment it not less, Sir,” replied he, “ but it 
“ is constitutional; and I am much mistaken 
“ if Your Majesty will not become as large 
“ as myself, before you attain to my Age.” 
“ It arises from your not using sufficient 
“ Exercise,” answered the King. <f I use, 
“ nevertheless,” said the Duke, “ constant 
“ and severe ,Exercise of every Kind. But, 
“ there is another Effort requisite, in order 
“ to repress this Tendency, which is much 
“more difficult to practiseand without 
“ which, no Exercise, however violent, will 
V suffice. I mean, great Renunciation and 
“ Temperance. Nothing else can prevent 
“ Your Majesty from growing to my Size.” 
The King made little Reply; but the Duke’s 
Words sunk deep, and produced a lasting 
Impression on his Mind. From that Day he 
formed the Resolution, as he assured Lord 
Mansfield, of checking his constitutional In¬ 
clination to Corpulency, fry unremitting Re¬ 
straint upon his Appetite : a Determination 
which he : carried into complete Effect, in Der 
france of every Temptation. 

JPerhaps no. Sovereign, of whom History, 
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ancient or modern, makes Mention in any 
Age of the Earth, has exceeded him in the 
Practice of this Virtue. It is a Fact, that dur¬ 
ing many Years of his Life, after coming up 
from Kew, or from Windsor, often on Horse¬ 
back, and sometimes in heavy Rain, to the 
Queen’s House; he has gone in a Sedan 
Chair to St. James’s, dressed himself, held a 
Levee, passed through all the Forms of that 
long and tedious Ceremony; for such it was 
in.the way that he performed it; without 
leaving any Individual in the Circle, unno¬ 
ticed : and has afterwards assisted at a 
Privy Council, or given Audience to his Ca¬ 
binet Ministers and others, till five, and even 
sometimes till six o’Clock. After so much 
Fatigue of Body and.of Mind, the only Re¬ 
freshment or Sustenance that he usually 
took, consisted in a few Slices of Bread and 
Butter and a Dish of Tea, which he some¬ 
times swallowed as he walked up and down, 
previous to getting into his Carriage, in or¬ 
der to return into the Country. His Under¬ 
standing, solid and sedate, qualified him ad¬ 
mirably for Business, though it was neither 
of a brilliant, lively, nor imposing Descrip¬ 
tion. But his Manner did Injustice to the 
Endowments of his Intellect: and unforfu- 
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nately, it was in Public that these minute 
personal Defects or Imperfections became 
most conspicuous. Dr. Johnson, indeed, 
thought otherwise on the Subject: for, after 
the Conversation with which His Majesty was 
pleased to honor that great-literary Charac¬ 
ter, in the Library at the Queen’s House, in 
February, 1767, he passed the highest Enco¬ 
miums on the elegant Manners of the Sove¬ 
reign. Boswell, in Johnson’s Life, speaking 
of this Circumstance, adds, “ He said to Mr. 
“ Barnard, the Librarian, ‘ Sir, they may 
“ talk of the King as they will, but he is the 
“ finest Gentleman I have ever seen.’ And 
“ he afterwards observed to Mr. Langton, 
“ ‘ Sir, his Manners are those of as fine a 
“ Gentleman, as we may suppose Louis the 
“ Fourteenth, or Charles the Second.’” 

Independent of the Effect necessarily pro¬ 
duced on Johnson’s Mind, by so unexpected 
and flattering a Mark of royal Condescen¬ 
sion, which may well be imagined to have 
operated most favorably on the Opinions of 
the Moralist ; he was perhaps of all Men, 
the least capable of estimating personal Ele¬ 
gance of Deportment. His vast intellectual 
Powers lay in another line of Discrimination. 
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Had Johnson been now living, he might in* 
deed witness the finest Model of .Grace, Dig* 
nity, Ease, and Affability, which the World 
has ever beheld, united in the same Person. 
In him are really blended the Majesty of 
Louis the Fourteenth, with the Amenity of 
Charles the Second. But George the Third 
was altogether, destitute of these ornamental 
and adventitious Endowments. The Oscilla^ 
tions of his Body, the Precipitation of his 
Questions, none of which, it was said, would 
wait for an Answer; and the hurry of his Ar¬ 
ticulation, afforded on the contrary, to little 
Minds, or to malicious Observers, who only 
saw him at the Drawing-room, (or, as.the 
Duchess of Chandos called it, the drawling 
Room,) Occasion for calling in Question the 
Soundness of his Judgment, and the Strength 
of his Faculties. None of his Ministers, 
however, and Mr. Fox, if possible, less than 
any other, entertained such an Opinion. His 
whole Reign forms indeed, the best Answer 
to the Imputation. That he committed many 
Errors, nourished many Prejudices, formed 
many erroneous Estimates, and frequently 
adhered too pertinaciously to his Determi¬ 
nations, where he conceived, perhaps false¬ 
ly, that they were founded in Reason, or in 
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Justice;—all these Allegations may be ad¬ 
mitted. Nor can the injurious Effects to him 
self, and to his People, necessarily flowing in 
various Instances, from such Defects of Cha¬ 
racter and of Administration, be altogether 
denied. But, these Infirmities, from which no 
Man is exempt, cannot impugn his right to 
the affectionate Veneration of Posterity, for 
the inflexible Uprightness of his public Con¬ 
duct. And as little can they deprive him of 
the Suffrages of the wise and good of every 
Age, who will bear Testimony to the Expan¬ 
sion of his Mind, and the invariable Recti¬ 
tude of his Intentions. 

It would, indeed, be difficult for History 
to produce an Instance of any Prince who 
has united and displayed on the Throne, 
during near half a Century, so many perso¬ 
nal and private Virtues. In the Elower of 
Youth, unmarried, endowed with a vigorous 
Constitution, and surrounded with Tempta¬ 
tions to Pleasure or Indulgence of every Kind 
when he succeeded to the Crown, he never 
yielded to these Seductions. Not less affec¬ 
tionately attached to the Queen, than Charles 
the First was to his Consort Henrietta Ma¬ 
ria, he remained nevertheless altogether ex- 
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empt from the Uxoriousness which charac¬ 
terized his unfortunate Predecessor, and 
which operated so fatally in the Course of 
his Reign. 


Wilkes, in the Papers of the “ North Bri¬ 
ton,” and “ Junius,” always affected, by draw¬ 
ing Comparisons between the two Kings, to 
demonstrate the moral Resemblance that ex¬ 
isted between them: but, the pretended Si¬ 
milarity was only external, in matters of 
mere Deportment, not of solid Character. It 
must be apparent to every impartial Person, 
who studies their respective Reigns and line 
of political Action, how superior was George 
the Third to Charles, on the three great 
Points that constitute the essential Difference 
between Men. The first of these Qualities 
was Firmness of Mind. To his Weakness, 
not even to give it a more severe Epithet, in 
abandoning Lord Strafford to the Rage of his 
Enemies, we may trace all the Misfortunes k 
that accompanied Charles from that Time, 
down to the Close of Life: Misfortunes ag¬ 
gravated by the Reproaches of his own Con¬ 
science, for delivering up his Minister a Vic¬ 
tim to popular Violence! His present Ma¬ 
jesty neither deserted Loird Bute, when most; 



14 


HISTORICAL 


[1781. 


unpopular, in 1763; nor the Duke of Graf¬ 
ton, amidst the Tumults of March, 1769; 
nor Lord North in’ the more awful Riots of 
June, 1780. As little did he turn his Back 
on Lord George Germain, after the Defeats 
of Saratoga, or of York Town, amidst the 
Disasters of the American War. Far from 
recurring for Support to his Ministers he 
constantly extended it to them; and never 
shrunk from personal Risk, Responsibility, 
or Odium. His Conduct on the memorable 
seventh of June, 1780, both at the Council 
Table, and during the Course of that cala¬ 
mitous N ight which followed, will best ex¬ 
emplify the Assertion. Charles, though per¬ 
sonally brave in the Field, and perfectly com¬ 
posed on the Scaffold, was deficient in poli¬ 
tical Courage, Steadiness of Temper, and 
Tenacity of Determination. These Qualities 
formed the distinguishing Characteristics' of 
George the Third, who seems, when assailed 
by Misfortunes, to have taken as his Motto, 
the Sentiment of the Roman Poet: 


u Tu ne cede Malis; sed contra, audentior ito.” 

Nor does the Balance incline less in his Fa¬ 
vor, when compared with his Predecessor of 
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the Stuart Line, on the Article of Judgment . 
If any Act of His present Majesty’s Reign 
or Government, may seem to bear an Ana¬ 
logy to the intemperate, vindictive, and Per¬ 
nicious Attempt of Charles, to seize on the 
five Members of the House of Commons; it 
was the Order issued by a General Warrant , 
to take Wilkes into Custody. Nor shall I 
undertake the Defence of that Proceeding, 
which T have always considered as the least 
justifiable Measure in every Sense, embraced 
since the King’s Accession to the Throne. 
But, when lie authorized it, in April, 1763, 
he had not completed his twenty-fifth Year. 
Charles the First was above forty, at the Time 
of his committing the rash Act in Question. 
That George the Third, if he had ever been re¬ 
duced to take up Arms against his Subjects, 
might, from the Partialities of parental Affec¬ 
tion, have committed an Error similar to that 
of Charles when he entrusted the Command 
of his Forces to Prince Rupert; I will even 
admit to be probable, reasoning from the in¬ 
ternal Evidence afforded by the Campaigns 
of 1793, 1794, and 1799. But, no Man 
who has followed the vvhole. Chain of 
Events from 1760 down to 1810, can hesitate 
iti pronouncing, that under Circumstances 
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the most appalling to the human Mind, de¬ 
manding equal Fortitude and intellectual Re¬ 
sources; he has displayed a Degree of Abi¬ 
lity, that we would vainly seek in the Stuart 
King’s unfortunate Administration, termi¬ 
nated by the Scaffold. 

It is however in moral Principle and good 
Faith , that the Superiority of the one Sove¬ 
reign over the other, becomes most irresist¬ 
ible, and forces the completest Conviction. 
“ Charles the First,” says Junius , “lived and 
“ died, a Hypocrite.” However severe we 
may esteem this Sentence, we cannot contest 
that his Insincerity formed a prominent Fea¬ 
ture Of his Character, and eminently con¬ 
duced to his Destruction. It was proved by 
a variety of Facts; and it unquestionably de¬ 
terred Cromwell, as well as others of the Re¬ 
publican Leaders, from exhibiting or antici¬ 
pating the Conduct of Monk. Unable to 
trust his most solemn Assurances, they found 
no Security for themselves, except in bringing 
him to the Block. But, George the Third 
exhibited a Model of unshaken Fidelity to 
his Engagements; even those most repug¬ 
nant to his own Feelings, and most contrary 
to his own Judgment. I could adduce many 
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Proofs of the Fact. How magnanimous was 
his Reception and Treatment of Adams, in 
1783; a Man personally obnoxious; when 
presented to Him at his Levee, as Envoy 
from the American States! In Terms the 
most conciliating, yet noblyfrank, he avowed 
to that Minister, with what Reluctance he 
had consented to the Separation of the Trans- 
Atlantic British Colonies from his Domi¬ 
nion ; “ But,” added he, “ their Indepen- 
“ dance being now consummated, I shall be 
“ the last Man in my Kingdom to encourage 
“ its Violation.” 

He acted in a similar manner, when the 
Preliminaries of Peace were signed in 1801, 
with France. No Measure of State in the 
Power of Ministers to adopt, could have 
been, under the existing Circumstances, less 
consonant to his ideas of Safety, Policy, and 
Wisdom: a Fact of which the Cabinet was 
so perfectly aware, that Lord Hawkesbury 
affixed his Signature to the Articles, not only 
without the King’s Consent or Approbation, 
but, without his Knowledge. It took place, 
as is well known, on the first of October, 
just as he was about to return from Wey¬ 
mouth to Windsor. The Cabinet instantly 
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sent off a Messenger with the Intelligence, 
who met the King at Andover; and the 
Pacquet was brought to him as he stood in 
the Drawing-room of the Inn, engaged in 
Conversation, with the late Earl of Cardigan, 
and two other Noblemen, one of whom is 
still alive. His Majesty, wholly unsuspi¬ 
cious of the Pact, and not expecting to re¬ 
ceive any News of Importance, ordered them 
not to leave the Apartment, as they were 
preparing to do, in order that he might have 
Time to peruse the Dispatch. But, on in¬ 
specting its Contents, he betrayed so much 
Surprise, both in his Looks and Gesture, 
that they were again about to quit his Pre¬ 
sence. The King then addressed them, and 
holding the Letter open in his Hand, “ I 
V have received surprizing News,” said he, 
“ but it is no Secret. Preliminaries of Peace 
“ are signed with France. I knew nothing 
“ of it whatever; but, since it is made, I 
“ sincerely wish it may prove a lasting 
“ Peace.” 

Louis the Twelfth, King of France, sur- 
named in History, “ the Father of his Peo¬ 
ple,” is said to have observed, that “ if good 
Faith were banished from among Men, it 
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should be found in the Bosoms of Princes.” 
This sublime Maxim or Sentiment, seems to 
have been inherent in the intellectual Forma¬ 
tion of George the Third. His Coronation 
Oath was ever present to his Mind; and he 
dreaded the slightest Infraction of that solemn 
Compact made with his People, to which the 
Deity had been invoked as a Party, far more 
than the Loss of his Crown or Life. When 
Mr. Pitt, sustained by four of the Cabinet 
Ministers, made the Experiment of forcing 
him to violate it, on the 29th of January, 
1801, relative to the Question of “ Catholic 
Emancipation in Irelandthey unquestion¬ 
ably did not expect nor intend to go out of 
Office, though they sent in their respective 
.Resignations. But, having compelled the 
King no less than four times, in the Course 
of a few Years, to give way on Points where 
the Majority of his Cabinet differed from 
him; they erroneously assumed that he 
would act in the same Manner, where his 
Conscience was concerned. Sustained how¬ 
ever by his Principles, he did not hesitate 
a Moment in accepting their Resignation, 
though he accompanied the Acceptance 
with the most flattering Testimonies under 
his Hand, of Esteem and personal Attach- 
c 2 
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ment. Uninstructed by such a Warning, 
Lord Grenville, who had been one of the 
five Cabinet Members alluded to above, 
aided by Lord Grey, repeated the Attempt 
six Years later, after Fox’s Decease, with 
similar Success. Charles the First did not 
manifest the same religious Respect for the 
Sanctity of his Oaths and Engagements. If 
his Enemies in Parliament, and in the Field, 
could have reposed the unlimited Confidence 
in him, which George the Third challenged 
from his Opponents, that unhappy Prince 
might have died in his Bed at Whitehall. 


I will subjoin only one Anecdote more, 
on a Point so interesting, which vitally cha¬ 
racterizes the present King. Towards the 
End of the Month of January, 1805, at a 
Time when he was much occupied in Pre¬ 
parations for the Installation of the Knights 
of the Garter , destined to take Place on the 
approaching Twenty-third of April; and 
while conversing on the Subject with some 
Persons of high Rank, at Windsor; one of 
them, the late Earl of Chesterfield, a Noble¬ 
man much distinguished by his Favor, said, 
“ Sir, are not the new Knights, now meant 
“ to be installed, obliged to take the Sacra- 
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“ merit before the Ceremony ?” Nothing could 
probably have been further from his Idea or 
Intention, than to have asked the Question 
in a Manner capable of implying any Levity 
or Irreverence. Nevertheless, His Majesty 
instantly changed Countenance; and assum¬ 
ing a severe Look, after a Moment or two 
of Pause, “ No,” replied he, “ that religious 
“ Institution is not to be mixed with our 
“ profane Ceremonies. Even at the Time of 
“ my Coronation, I was very unwilling to 
“ take the Sacrament. But, when they told 
“ me that it was indispensable, and that I 
“ must receive it; before I approached the 
“ Communion Table, I took off the Bauble 
from my Head. The Sacrament, my Lord, 
“ is not to be profaned by our Gothic lnsti- 
“ tutions.”—The Severity of the King’s Man¬ 
ner while he pronounced these Words, im¬ 
pressed all present, and suspended for a 
short Time, the Conversation. Never was 
any Prince more religiously tenacious of his 
Engagements or Promises. Even the tem¬ 
porary Privation of his Intellect, did not 
affect his regard to the Assurances that he 
had given previous to such Alienation of 
Mind; nor, which is still more wonderful, 
obliterate them from his Recollection, i 
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know, though I shall not particularize the 
Facts, that on his Recovery from the severest 
Visitations under which he has laboured, he 
has said to his Minister, in the first Moments 
of his Convalescence; “ Previous to my 
“ Attack of Illness, 1 made such and such 
“ Promises; they must be effectuated.” 
How deep a Sense of Honor, and how strong 
a moral Principle, must have animated such 
a Prince! 

The Education of George the Third had 
not been conducted or superintended in many 
Respects, with as much Care, as his Birth, 
and the great Prospects to which he was 
Heir, should seem to have claimed from his 
Predecessor. He was only between twelve 
and thirteen Years of Age, when he lost his 
Father; and the late King did not extend 
any very enlightened or affectionate Atten¬ 
tion to that important national Object. Even 
his Mother, the Princess Dowager of Wales, 
appears to have been deeply sensible to the 
Inefficiency of the various Preceptors suc¬ 
cessively employed about her Son. Other 
Charges, of a still more serious Nature, were 
preferred against some of the Individuals 
entrusted with the.Formation of his Priori? 
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pies, or who had constant Access to him ; as 
if they endeavoured to imbue him with arbi¬ 
trary Notions, and to put into his Hands, 
Authors known to have inculcated tyran¬ 
nical Maxims of Government. These Accu¬ 
sations, destitute of Proof, and denied in the 
most peremptory Manner at the Time when 
they were made in 1752 or 1753, by the 
Princess Dowager, rest on no solid Foun¬ 
dations. If we wish to contemplate a Por¬ 
trait of the young Prince of Wales at seven¬ 
teen Years of Age, drawn by his own Mother 
in August, 1755, and communicated con¬ 
fidentially to a Friend, we have it in Doding- 
ton’s “ Diary.” She said, that “ he was 
“ shy and backward; not a wild, dissipated 
“ Boy, but good-natured and cheerful, with 
“ a serious Cast upon the whole : that those 
“ about him, knew him no more than if 
“ they had never seen him. That he was 
“ not quick; but with those he was ac- 
“ quainted, applicable and intelligent. His 
“ Education had given her much Pain. His 
“ Book-learning she was no Judge of, though 
“ she/supposed it small or useless: but, she 
“ hoped he might have been instructed in 
“ the general Understanding of Things.” It 
is impossible to doubt the Accuracy and 
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Fidelity of this Picture, many Features of 
which, continued indelible throughout his 
whole Reign. 

In modern History he was tolerably well 
instructed; particularly in the Annals of 
England and of France, as well as of Ger¬ 
many : but, in classical Knowledge, and all 
the Compositions of Antiquity, either of 
Greece or of Rome, historical, as well as. 
poetic, he was little conversant. So slight 
or imperfect was his Acquaintance with 
Latin, that at Forty, it may be doubted if 
he could have construed a Page of Cicero, or 
of Ovid. He never, delighted indeed in those 
Branches of Study, nor ever passed much of 
his Time in sedentary Occupations calcu¬ 
lated to improve his Mind, after his Acces¬ 
sion to the Crown. A Newspaper, which he 
commonly took up after Dinner, and over 
which, however interesting its Contents might 
be, he usually fell asleep in less than half an 
Hour, constituted the ordinary Extent of his 
Application. Nor ought we to wonder at 
this Circumstance, if we consider how nu¬ 
merous were his Avocations ; and how 7 little 
Leisure, the necessary Perusal of public Pa¬ 
pers, Dispatches, and Letters, could have 
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left him for literary Research. If, however, 
he did not possess a very cultivated Under¬ 
standing, he might nevertheless be justly 
considered as not deficient in Accomplish¬ 
ments befitting his high Station. He con¬ 
versed with almost equal Fluency, as all those 
Persons who frequented the Levee or the 
Drawing-room could attest, in the English, 
French, and German Languages; nor was he 
ignorant of Italian. He wrote with Brevity, 
Perspicuity, and Facility. I have had Oppor¬ 
tunities to see or hear various of his confi¬ 
dential Notes, addressed, during the Period 
of the American War, to a Nobleman high 
in Office, some of which were written under 
very delicate Circumstances. In all of them, 
good Sense, Firmness, Principle, Consis¬ 
tency, and Self-possession, were strongly 
marked through every Line. In Mechanics of 
all Kinds, he delighted and indulged himself ; 
a Relaxation which seems, somewhat un¬ 
justly, to have excited much Animadversion, 
and Still more Ridicule. But, it cannot be 
denied, that during this Period of his present 
Majesty’s Reign, and down to a later Stage 
of it, the English People,—for 1 will not 
say, the Scotch,—viewed all the Failings of 
their Sovereign with a microscopic Eye, 
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while they did Injustice to his numerous 
Excellencies. They have, however, made 
him full Aipends since 1783, for their pre¬ 
ceding Severity. 

For Painting and Architecture he shewed 
a Taste, the more admired, as his two im¬ 
mediate Predecessors on the Throne, alto¬ 
gether destitute of such a Quality, extended 
neither Favor nor Protection to Polite Let¬ 
ters. Since Charles the First, no Prince 
had expended such Sums in the Purchase 
of Productions of Art, or so liberally patro¬ 
nized Artists of every Kind. Music always 
constituted one of his favorite Recreations; 
and with the Predilection natural to a Ger¬ 
man, he manifested great Partiality for the 
Compositions of Handel. Towards this 
Time of his Life he began likewise to take a 
Pleasure in Hunting, for which Diversion he 
had not betrayed in his Youth, so much In¬ 
clination. But, another Occupation or Pas¬ 
sion, which, from its beneticial Tendency and 
Results, as well as from the tranquil Enjoy¬ 
ments annexed to it, might seem peculiarly 
analogous to his Character and Disposition, 
employed much of his Thoughts, and no in¬ 
considerable Portion of his Leisure. I mean. 
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Farming, and Agricultural Pursuits. He 
may be said to have shewn the Way, and to 
have set the Example, which has been since 
imitated by the late Duke of Bedford, Mr. 
Coke, Lord Somerville, Sir John Sinclair, 
and so many other distinguished Persons. 
Even this Inclination, however productive of 
public Benefit, and laudable in all its Re¬ 
sults, yet exposed him to satirical Reflec¬ 
tions, which Malignity or party Spirit embo¬ 
died in the Form of Caricatures. 

Satisfied with the legitimate Power en¬ 
trusted to him by the British Constitution, 
and deeply impressed with the Sanctity, as 
well as Inviolability of the Oath administered 
to him at his Coronation, George the Third 
did not desire to pass the Limits of his right¬ 
ful Prerogative. “ The King,” said Lord 
North frequently, “ would live on Bread 
“and Water, to preserve the Constitution 
“ of this Country. He Avould sacrifice his 
“ Life to maintain it inviolate.” I know 
that such was his Opinion of his Sovereign, 
and Lord North could not err in forming a 
Judgment on the Point.—But, equally tena¬ 
cious of his just Pretensions, and firm in re¬ 
sisting popular Violence or Innovation, he 
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never receded from any Point, or abandoned 
any Measure, under the Impulse of personal 
Apprehension. His Courage was calm, tem¬ 
perate, and steady. It was constitutional 
and hereditary; but, it was always sustained 
by Conviction, Sense of public Duty, and 
Religion. These Sentiments inspired, ac¬ 
companied, and upheld him, in the most dis¬ 
tressing Moments of his Reign. Though he 
had not, like George the First, commanded 
Armies, and made Campaigns, in Hungary, 
or on the Rhine ; nor had he proved his 
Valor in the Field, like George the Second, 
who fought at Oudenarde in his Youth, and 
at Dettingen in his Age; yet he possessed no 
less Bravery than his Ancestors: while he 
joined to personal Steadiness, a Quality still 
more rare, political Resolution. After the 
Attempt made to assassinate him in 1787, by 
Margaret Nicholson ; an Attempt which only 
failed from the Knife being worn so thin 
about the middle of the Blade, that it bent 
with the Resistance of the King’s Waistcoat, 
instead of entering his Body, as it would 
otherwise have done; he immediately held 
his Levee with the most perfect Composure. 
No Person who was present on that Day at 
St. James’s, could have supposed that he 
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had just escaped from so imminent a Dan¬ 
ger. 

On the ,29th of October, 1795, when the 
Pebble was thrown or discharged into the 
State Coach, in which he was proceeding to 
Westminster, to open the Session of Parlia¬ 
ment; while surrounded by a most ferocious 
Mob, who manifested a truly Jacobinical 
Spirit; he exhibited a Calmness and Self- 
possession prepared for every Event. Few of 
his Subjects would have shewn the Presence 
of Mind, and Attention to every Thing except 
himself, which pervaded his whole Conduct, 
on the Evening of the 15th of May, 1800, 
at the time that Hadfield discharged a Pistol 
over his Head, in the Theatre, loaded with 
two Slugs. His whole Anxiety was directed 
towards the Queen, who not having entered 
the Box, might, he apprehended, on hearing 
of the Event, be overcome by her Surprise or 
Emotions. The dramatic Piece, which was 
about to be represented, commenced in a 
short Space of Time afterwards, precisely as 
if no Accident had interrupted its Perform¬ 
ance ; and so little were his Nerves shaken; 
or his internal Tranquillity disturbed by it, 
that he took his accustomed Doze of three 
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or four Minutes, between the Conclusion of 
the Play, ancl the Commencement of the 
Farce, precisely as he would have done on 
any other Night. This Circumstance, which 
so strongly indicated his Serenity, did not 
escape the Notice of his Attendants; as I 
know from more than one of those Noble¬ 
men or Gentlemen who accompanied him on 
that Evening, to the Theatre. 

He received during the Course of his Reign* 
innumerable anonymous Letters threatening 
his Life, all which he treated with uniform 
Indifference. A Nobleman, who, I lament, 
is now no more, and who during many Years 
was frequently about his Person, as well as 
much in his Confidence, the late Earl of 
Sandwich; assured me that he had seen 
several of them, which His Majesty shewed 
him, particularly when at Weymouth. While 
residing there during successive Seasons, he 
was warned in the ambiguous Manner al¬ 
ready mentioned, not to ride out on particu¬ 
lar Days, on certain Roads, if he valued his 
Safety : but, the King never failed to mount 
his Horse, and to take the very Road indi¬ 
cated in the Letter. Speaking on the Sub¬ 
ject, to that Nobleman, he said, “ I very well 
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“ know that any Man who chooses to sacri- 
44 fice his own Life, may, wheneverhe pleases, 
“ take away mine; riding out, as I do con- 
44 tinually, with a single Equerry and a 
44 Footman. I only hope that whoever may 
“ attempt it, will not do it in a barbarous or 
44 brutal Manner.” When we reflect on his 
Conduct under these Circumstances, as well 
as during the Tumults of March, 1769, and 
the Riots of June, 1780;—and if we contrast 
it with the weak or pusillanimous Deport¬ 
ment of Louis the Sixteenth, in July, 1789, 
when the French Monarchy was virtually 
overturned ; in October of the same Year, 
at the Time of his being carried Prisoner 
from Versailles to Paris; or, on the 10th 
of August, 1792, when he abandoned the 
Tuilleries, to seek Refuge in the National 
Assembly;—we shall perceive the leading 
Cause of the Preservation of England, and 
of the Destruction of France. To George 
the Third, considered in his Kingly Capa¬ 
city, might well be applied the Assertion, 

-“ ’Tis the last Key Stone 

44 That makes the Arch.”- 

He seemed as if raised up by Providence, 
in its Bounty to Mankind, like an impreg- 
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liable Mound, to arrest the Fury of Revolu¬ 
tion and Jacobinism. How can we wonder 
that such a Prince should prefer Pitt, not¬ 
withstanding the Inflexibilities of his Cha¬ 
racter, and the Intractability of his natural 
Disposition, for First Minister; rather than 
Fox, who was successively the Eulogist of 
Washington, of Laurens, of La Fayette, of 
Condorcet, and all the Saints or Martyrs of 
French and American Insurrection ! 

That George the Third did not display 
those great Energies of Mind, those Arts of 
condescending Popularity, and that Assem¬ 
blage of extraordinary Endowments, which 
jnet in Elizabeth; and which rendered her at 
once the Terror of Europe, and the Idol 
of her own Subjects, must be admitted. 
That he could not, like Charles the Second, 
balance the Errors or the Vices of his Go¬ 
vernment, by the Seduction of his Manners; 
and induce his People, like that Prince, to 
love his Person, though they condemned his 
Conduct; we shall as readily confess. That 
he had not the Advantage of being brought 
up amidst Privations and Mortifications "of 
every kind, like William the Third; nor 
was, like William, compelled, at his first 
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Entrance on public Life, to extricate his 
Country by Arms, from a powerful foreign 
Invader:—that he did not nourish the pro¬ 
found Ambition, or develope the deep Policy 
and active military Spirit, of that illustrious 
Sovereign ; cannot be disputed. But, if he 
was less distinguished by Talents than Wil¬ 
liam, he exhibited greater Virtues. He re¬ 
sembled, indeed, in the leading Features of 
his Character, more the two Antonines, than 
Trajan or Augustus; and excited greater 
Respect, than he awakened Admiration. 
But, Ages may probably elapse, before we 
shall again behold on the Throne, a Prince 
more qualified on the whole to dispense Hap¬ 
piness, and more justly an Object of uni¬ 
versal Affection, blended with Esteem. 

“ Quo nihil majus meliusve Terris, 

Fata donavere bonique Divi, 

Nec dabunt, quaravis redeant in aurum 
Tempora. priscum.” 

If we compare him, as it is natural to do, 
either in his public Capacity, or in his private 
Conduct, with his two immediate Predeces¬ 
sors, who may nevertheless justly be consi¬ 
dered, on a fair review of their Characters, 
as amiable and respectable Sovereigns; the 

VOL. II. d 
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Comparison is highly flattering to George the 
Third. He possessed indeed some Advan¬ 
tages not enjoyed by either of those Princes. 
His Birth, which took Place in this Island; 
and that complete Assimilation with the Peo¬ 
ple of England, which can only result from 
the joint Effect of Habits, Language, and 
Education; gave him a Superiority over them, 
and placed him upon higher Ground. The 
tw r o preceding Kings were Foreigners, who 
acceded, or were called to the Throne, at an 
advanced Period of Life. George the First 
had attained his fifty-third, and George the 
Second his forty-fourth year, at their respec¬ 
tive Accession. They naturally and neces¬ 
sarily considered Hanover as their native 
Country, though Fortune had transported 
them to another Soil. Even their Policy, 
their Treaties, their Wars, and all their Mea¬ 
sures, were warped by foreign Predilections, 
to which they too often sacrificed the Interests 
of Great Britain. From these Prejudices, 
the King, who had never visited his Elec¬ 
toral Dominions, nor knew Germany except 
by Description, was exempt in a great De¬ 
gree. Less impetuous and irascible than 
his Grandfather, he possessed likewise a 
more capacious Mind, more Command of 
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Temper, and better Talents for Government. 
In Moderation, Judgment, and Vigor of In¬ 
tellect, he at least equalled George the 
First: while in every other Quality of the 
Heart, or of the Understanding, he exceeded 
that Monarch. In his private Life, as a Hus¬ 
band, a Father, and a Man, he was superior 
to either. The Conduct of George the First 
in these Relations, will not indeed bear a 
severe Inspection. His Treatment of the un¬ 
fortunate Sophia of Zell, his Wife, whom he 
immured during the greater Part of her Life, 
in a solitary Hanoverian Castle; cannot be 
easily reconciled to the Feelings of Justice, or 
even of Humanity. As little did he consult 
Decorum, or public Opinion and Morals, in 
bringing over with him from Hanover to this 
Country, his two German Mistresses; Sophia, 
Baroness Kilmanseck, and Melesina, Prin¬ 
cess of Eberstein; whom he respectively 
created, the one, Countess of Darlington, 
and the other, Duchess of Kendal. We 
may see in Mr. Walpole’s “ Reminiscences,” 
how openly they were received here in that 
Character. Charles the Second could not 
have observed less Secrecy, with respect to 
Lady Castlemaine, or the Duchess of Ports¬ 
mouth ; nOr have manifested less Scruple: 

D 2 
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about raising them to the Dignity of the 
British Peerage. Even at sixty-seven Years 
of Age, George the First, it appears, was 
about to have formed a new Connexion of the 
same Nature, with Miss Brett, when he was 
carried off by an apoplectic Stroke. 

His Son and Successor displayed indeed 
the utmost Affection for his Queen, with 
whom he not only lived on Terms of conjugal 
Union, but, tvhose Loss he deplored with 
Tears, and cherished the warmest Respect 
for her Memory. Yet he did not on that 
Account, restrain his Inclinations for other 
Women. Mrs. Howard, who became after¬ 
wards Countess of Suffolk ; and Madame 
de Walmoden, better known as Countess of 
Yarmouth; the one previous, and the other 
subsequent, to Queen Caroline's Decease; 
were both avowedly distinguished by the 
strongest Marks of royal Favor. The latter 
is accused by popular Report, of having* 
made on more than one Occasion, a most 
unjustifiable Use, or rather Abuse, of her 
Interest with the King. Even Peerages were 
said to be sold and distributed for her pecu¬ 
niary Benefit; a Charge that has been revived 
from the Treasury Bench, by a Man high in 
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Office, in our Time. George the Third, ex¬ 
hibited a Model of Self-Command and of 
Continence, at twenty-two, than which 
Antiquity, Greek or Roman, can produce 
nothing more admirable, in the Persons of 
Alexander, or of Scipio. It is well knowm 
that before his Marriage, he distinguished by 
his Partiality Lady Sarah Lenox, then one 
of the most beautiful young Women of high 
Rank in the Kingdom. Lord Holland, who 
had espoused her elder Sister, was sup¬ 
posed, from obvious Motives of interested 
Ambition, to lend every Facility in his 
Power, to the young King’s meeting Lady 
Sarah, as he passed near Holland House 
frequently during his Morning Excursions 
on Horseback. In the Hay Season of the 
year 1761, she might often be seen in the 
Fields bordering on the high Road near 
Kensington. Edward the Fourth, or Henry 
the Eighth, in his Situation, regardless of 
Consequences, would have married her, and 
placed her on the Throne. Charles the 
Second, more licentious, would have endea¬ 
voured to seduce her. But, the King, who, 
though he admired her, neither desired to 
make her his Wife nor his Mistress, subdued 
his Passion by the Strength of his Reason* his 



HISTORICAL 


[1781. 


38 

Principles, and his Sense of public Duty. 
When we reflect on these Circumstances, we 
may say with Horace, addressing Ourselves 
to the British Nation, 

“ Quando ullutn inveniet Parem?” 

After having thus faithfully pourtrayed, 
though in the seeming Language of Pane¬ 
gyric, the Character of George the Third; it 
s impossible, nevertheless, without violating 
Truth, to deny that at this Time, far from 
being popular, he was not even an Object of 
general Affection. We may justly question 
whether . Charles the Second, though one of 
the most unprincipled, profligate, and licen¬ 
tious Sovereigns who ever reigned in this 
Country ; destitute of Morals; sunk in dis¬ 
solute Pleasures; who tamely beheld his 
Fleet burned by the Dutch, in his own Har¬ 
bours ; a Pensioner of France; insensible to 
national Glory; and regardless of the Sub¬ 
jection of the Continent to Louis the Four¬ 
teenth ;—yet was ever so unpopular at any 
Period of his Reign. In order to explain this 
seeming Paradox, and to shew how a Prince, 
who apparently, from his many private Vir¬ 
tues, should have possessed the Attachment 
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of his Subjects; was nevertheless considered 
by a very large Proportion of them, with 
contrary Sentiments; we must review the 
principal Features of his Government. That 
‘ Retrospect will fully account for the Circum¬ 
stance, while it elucidates the Events which 
followed the Commencement of the Year 
1781 . 


To the confined Plan of Education, and 
sequestered Life which the King led, subse¬ 
quent to the Death of his Father, before his 
own Accession to the Crown, may be justly 
traced and attributed, at least in Part, many 
of the Errors, as well as the Misfortunes, 
that mark the Portion of the British Annals, 
from 1760 down to the Close of the Ameri¬ 
can War. During near ten Years which 
elapsed between the Demise of Frederic, 
Prince of Wales, early in 1751 , and the De¬ 
cease of George the Second ; a period when 
the human Mind is susceptible of such deep 
Impressions; he remained in a State of 
almost absolute Seclusion from his future 
People, and from the World. Constantly 
resident at' Leicester House, or at Carlton 
House, when he was in London; immured 
at Kew, whenever he went to the Country; 
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perpetually under the Eye of his Mother and 
of Lord Bute, who acted in the closest Unity 
of Design; he saw comparatively few other 
Persons: and those, only chosen Individuals 
of both Sexes. They naturally obtained, 
and long preserved, a very firm Ascendant 
over him. When he ascended the Throne, 
though already arrived at Manhood, his very 
Person was hardly known, and his Charac¬ 
ter was still less understood, beyond a nar¬ 
row Circle. Precautions, it is well ascer¬ 
tained, were even adopted by the Princess 
Dowager, to preclude as much as possible, 
Access to him: Precautions which, to the Ex¬ 
tent of her Ability, were redoubled after he 
became King. It will scarcely be believed, 
but it is nevertheless true, that in Order to 
prevent his conversing with any Persons, or 
receiving any written Intimations, anony¬ 
mous or otherwise, between the Drawing 
Room and the Door of Carlton House, 
when he was returning from thence to .St. 
James’s Palace, or to Buckingham House, 
after his Evening Visits to his Mother, she 
never failed to accompany him till he got 
into his Sedan Chair. “ Junius ,” in May, 
1770, after invidiously comparing Edward 
the Second and Richard the Second, (two 
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of the weakest or most misguided Princes 
who ever reigned in this Country,) with 
George the Third; adds, when summing up 
the leading Features of his Character, “ Se- 
“ eluded from the World, attached from his 
“ Infancy to one set of Persons, and one set 
“ of Ideas, he can neither open his Heart to 
“ new Connexions, nor his Mind to better ln- 
“ formation. A Character of this Sort, is 
“ the Soil fittest to produce that obstinate 
“ Bigotry in Politics and Religion, which 
“ begins with a meritorious Sacrifice of the 
•‘Understanding, and finally conducts the 
“ Monarch and the Martyr to the Block.” * 

A Prince who had been endowed by Na¬ 
ture with great Energies of Mind, would, no 
doubt, have soon liberated himself from such 
Fetters. Yet we may remember that Louis 
the Fourteenth, who, whatever Faults he 
committed in the Course of his long Reign, 
must nevertheless always be considered as a 
Sovereign of very superior intellectual At¬ 
tainments ; remained under the Tutelage of 
his Mother and his Minister, of Anne of 
Austria and Cardinal Mazarin, till even a 
later Period of Life than twenty-two. Nor 
did he then emancipate himself. It was 
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Death, that by carrying off the Cardinal, al¬ 
lowed the King to display those Qualities, 
which have rendered so celebrated his Name 
and Reign. A Prince, on the other Hand, of 
a gay, social, dissipated, or convivial Disposi¬ 
tion, would equally have burst through these 
Impediments. But, Pleasure of every Kind,. 
in the common Acceptation of the Term, as 
meaning Dissipation, presented scarcely any 
Attractions for him, even previous to his Mar¬ 
riage. Stories were indeed generally circu¬ 
lated, of his Attachment to a young Woman, 
a Quaker, about this Time of his Life; just 
as Scandal, many Years afterwards, whis¬ 
pered that he distinguished Lady Bridget 
Tollemache by his particular Attentions. 
The former Report was probably well found¬ 
ed; and the latter Assertion was unques¬ 
tionably true: but, those Persons who have 
enjoyed most Opportunities of studying the 
King’s Character, will most incline to be¬ 
lieve, that in neither Instance did he pass 
the Limits of innocent Gallantry, or occa¬ 
sional Familiarity. As little was he to be 
seduced by the Gratifications of the Table, 
of Wine, or of Festivity. To all these Allure¬ 
ments he seemed disinclined from natural 
Constitution, moral, and physical. His Bro- 
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ther, Edward, Duke of York, plunged on 
the contrary very early, into every Sort of 
Excess. But the Example, however cal¬ 
culated to operate it might seem, produced 
no Effect on a Prince, modest, reserved, 
continent, capable of great Self-Command, 
and seeking almost all his Amusements 
within a narrow domestic Circle. 

Before he succeeded to the Crown, Lord 
Bute constituted in fact almost his only con¬ 
stant Companion and Confident. To him 
alone the Heir Apparent unbosomed his 
Thoughts: with him the Prince rode, walk¬ 
ed, read, and conversed. They were 'on 
Horseback together, upon the 25th of Oc¬ 
tober, 1760, not far from Kew, when the In¬ 
telligence of George the Second’s Sudden 
Death reached him; confirmed immediately 
afterwards by Mr. Pitt in Person, who then 
presided at the Head of His Majesty’s Coun¬ 
sels, or formed at least the Soul of the Ca¬ 
binet. On receiving the Information they 
returned to the Palace, where the new King 
remained during the whole Day, and passed 
that Night, not coming up to St. James’s till 
the ensuing Morning. Mr. Pitt having pre¬ 
sented him a Paper, containing a few Sent- 



44 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1781 . 


ences, which he suggested, it might be pro¬ 
per for His Majesty to pronounce on meet¬ 
ing the Privy Council; the King, after 
thanking him, replied that he had already 
considered the Subject of his intended Ad¬ 
dress, to which he made a very important 
Addition with his own Hand, commented on 
with acrimonious Pleasantry by Wilkes, on 
Account of its defective Orthography. I 
mean, the memorable Declaration of his 
Pride in the Name of “ Briton” or as it 
was there written, “ Britain” The Minis¬ 
ter, who perceived that Lord Bute had anti¬ 
cipated him in the proposed Address, made 
the unavoidable Inference. It was indeed 
sufficiently obvious, that however his Admi¬ 
nistration might nominally continue for some 
Time, yet his Influence and Authority were 
eclipsed or superseded. 

Lord Bute, though in his private Charac¬ 
ter, if not irreproachable in all Respects, yet 
at least decorous and correct; nor by any 
Means deficient in Abilities; appears to have 
been nevertheless a very unfit Governor for 
such a Prince. There exists even no Doubt 
that George the Second opposed arid disap¬ 
proved his Appointment to that important 
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Office; but, the Partiality and Perseverance 
of the Princess Dowager, prevailed over the 
old King’s Repugnance. The Circumstance 
of Lord Bute’s being a Native of Scotland, 
exposed him necessarily to malevolent At¬ 
tacks of many Kinds ; a Fact at which, we 
who live in the present Century ought not 
to wonder, when we reflect how few Years 
had then elapsed since the Rebellion of 
1745., Wilkes and Churchill, the one in 
Prose, the other in Poetry, always levelled 
their keenest Shafts against the Mother, arid 
against the Minister, of the young Sovereign. 
His very Virtues became Matter of Re¬ 
proach, of Ridicule, or of Satire. “ Junius,” 
some Years later, improving upon these first 
Attempts to degrade him in the Estimation 
of his Subjects, condensed all the Powers of 
Declamation in his memorable “ Letter to 
the King.” Yet, the Nation at large, can¬ 
did and just, appreciated him fairly on his 
own Merits. During the most gloomy Pe¬ 
riods of his Reign, while they lamented or 
reprobated the Measures of his various Ad¬ 
ministrations, from Lord Bute down to 
Lord North inclusive, with little Variation 
or Exception; they admitted his personal 
Virtues to form no slender Extenuation of 
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his public Errors or Mistakes. His exem¬ 
plary Discharge of every private Duty, ba¬ 
lanced in their. Estimate, the Misfortunes 
which his Pertinacity, Inflexibility, or inju¬ 
dicious Selection of his confidential Ser¬ 
vants, had entailed upon the Country, and 
upon the Empire. 

It was well known that George the Second 
and his Son, Frederic, Prince , of Wales, 
during several Years previous to the Decease 
of the latter, lived on Terms of complete 
Alienation, or rather of Hostility. Scarcely 
indeed were any Measures observed, or was 
any Veil drawn before their mutual Recrimi¬ 
nations. The Prince expired suddenly, in 
the Beginning of 1751, at Leicester House, 
in the Arms of Desnoy&rs, the celebrated 
Dancing-Master; who being near his Bed¬ 
side, engaged in playing on the Violin for 
His Royal Highness’s Amusement, supported 
him in his last Moments. His End was ulti¬ 
mately caused by an internal Abscess, that 
had long been forming, in Consequence of a 
Blow which he received in the Side from a 
Cricket Ball, while he was engaged in play¬ 
ing at that Game, on the Lawn at Cliefden 
House in Buckinghamshire, where he then 



MEMOIRS. 


47 


1781 .] 

principally resided. It did not take Place 
however, for several Months subsequent to 
the Accident. A Collection of Matter having 
been produced, which burst in his Throat, 
the Discharge instantly suffocated him. The 
King, his Father, though he never went to 
visit him during the whole Progress of his 
Illness, sent however constantly to make 
Enquiries; and received Accounts, every two 
Hours, of his State and Condition. But he 
was so far from despairing altogether of 
Frederic’s Recovery, that on the contrary, he 
considered such an Event as highly probable, 
down to the very Evening on which His 
Royal Highness actually expired:—for I 
know, that only a short Time before, the 
King being engaged in Conversation with 
the Countess of Yarmouth, when the Page 
entered, announcing that the Prince was 
better, “ There now,” said His Majesty, 
turning to her, “ I told you that he would 
not die.” On the. Evening of his Decease, 
the 20th of March, George the Second had 
repaired, according to his usual Custom, to 
Lady Yarmouth’s Apartments, situated on 
the Ground Floor in St. James’s Palace, 
where a Party of Persons of Distinction of 
both Sexes, generally assembled for the Pur? 

VOJJ. II. 
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pose. His Majesty hadjuSt sat down to 
Play, and was engaged at Cards, when a 
Page, dispatched from Leicester House, 
arrived, bringing Information that the Prince 
was no more. He received the Intelligence 
without testifying any violent Emotion. 
Then rising, he crossed the Room to Lady 
Yarmouth’s Table, who was likewise occu¬ 
pied at Play; and leaning over her Chair, 
said to her in a low tone of Voice, in Ger¬ 
man, “ Fritz is dode.” Freddy is dead. 
Having communicated it. to her, he instantly 
withdrew. She followed him, the Company 
broke up, and the News became public. 
These Particulars were related to me by the 
late Lord Sackville, who made one of Lady 
Yarmouth’s Party, and heard the King an¬ 
nounce to her his Son’s Decease. 

Frederic.seems never to have enjoyed from 
his early Youth, a distinguished Place in 
the Affection of his Father, whose Partiality 
was reserved for his youngest Son, -William, 
Duke of Cumberland. During the last 
twelve Years of Frederic’s Life, we know that 
he passed much of his Time, in Anticipations 
of his future Sovereignty ; and in forming 
Administrations, which, like his own Reign, 
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were destined never to be realized. Among 
the Noblemen and Gentlemen who occupied 
a high Place in his Favor or Friendship, 
were Charles, Duke of Queensberry, the 
Patron of Gay, who died in 1778 ; Mr. 
Spencer, Brother to the second Duke of 
Marl'borough, and commonly called Jack 
Spencer; Charles, Earl of Middlesex, after¬ 
wards Duke of Dorset, and. his Brother, 
Lord John Sackville, together with Francis, 
Earl of Guildford. The personal Resem¬ 
blance that existed between Lord North, 
(son of the last mentioned Peer, who was 
subsequently First Minister) .and Prince 
George, was thought so striking, as to ex¬ 
cite much Remark and Pleasantry on the 
Part of Frederic himself, who often jested 
on the Subject with Lord Guildford; ob¬ 
serving, that the World would think one of 
their Wives had played her Husband false, 
though it might be doubtful, which of them 
lay under the Imputation. Persons who 
may be disposed to refine upon the Prince’s 
Observation, will perhaps likewise be struck 
with other Points of physical Similarity be¬ 
tween George the Third and Lord North; 
in particular, with the Loss of Sight, a Pri¬ 
vation common to both in the Decline of Life. 

VOL. II. e 
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Lady Archibald Hamilton formed during 
many Years, the Object of Frederic’s avowed 
and particular Attachment. In order to be 
near him, she resided in Pall-Mall, in the 
House afterwards occupied by the late Lord 
Sackville, close to Carlton House; the 
Prince having allowed her to construct a 
Drawing-room, the Windows of which com¬ 
manded over the Gardens of that Palace, 
and the House itself communicated with 
them. Towards Men of Genius, His Royal 
Highness always affected to extend his Pro¬ 
tection. Glover , the Writer of “ Leonidas,” 
enjoyed his Confidence; though we may 
justly doubt how much of it was given to 
him as a Member of Parliament, the Friend 
of Pulteney and Pitt; how much was ex¬ 
tended to him, as a Poet. The Prince 
shewed uncommon Deference for Pope , 
whom he visited at Twickenham ; a Circum¬ 
stance to which that Author alludes with 
natural Pride, when, after enumerating the 
great or illustrious Persons who honored 
him with their Regard and Friendship, he 
subjoins, 

“ And if yet higher the proud List should end, 

“ Still let me add, no Follower, but a Friend.” 
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Jn Force of Character, Steadiness, Vigor 
of Mind, and the Qualities that fit Men 
for Governnient, even his Friends consider¬ 
ed the Prince to be deficient. Nor was 
Economy to be numbered among the Vir¬ 
tues that he displayed; he having before 
his Decease contracted Debts to a large 
Amount, which were never discharged. 
Even through the Medium of Dodington’s 
Description, who was partial to Frederic’s 
Character and Memory, we cannot con¬ 
ceive any very elevated Idea of him. His 
Court seems to have been the Center of 
Cabal, the very Cave of iEolus, torn by 
contending Candidates for the Guidance of 
his future imaginary Reign. The Earl of 
Egmont, and Dodington himself, were 
avowedly at the Head of two great hostile 
Parties. In November, 1749, we find His 
Royal Highness, in a secret Conclave held 
at Carlton House, making all the financial 
Dispositions proper to be adopted on the 
Demise of the King, his Father; and fram¬ 
ing a new Civil List. At the Close of these 
mock Deliberations, he binds the Three 
Assistants to abide by, and support his 
Plans ; giving them his Hand, and making 
them take Hands with each other. The 
E 2 
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Transaction, as narrated by Dodington, who 
was, himself, one of the Party, reminds the 
Reader of a similar Convocation commemo¬ 
rated by Sallust, and is not unlike one of 
the Scenes in “ Venice preserved.” It was 
performed, however, after Dinner, which 
may perhaps form its best Apology. The 
Diversions of the Prince’s Court, appear to 
us equally puerile. Three times, within 
thirteen Months preceding his Decease, 
Dodington accompanied him and the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales, to Fortune-tellers; the last 
of which Frolicks took place scarcely nine 
Weeks before his Death. After one' of 
these magical Consultations, apparently 
dictated by Anxiety to penetrate his future 
Destiny; but, in Answer to which Enqui¬ 
ries, the Fortune-teller might have replied 
with Umbricius, 

“ Funus promittere Patris 
Nee volo, nec possum 

the Party supped with Mrs. Cannon, the 
Princess’s Midwife. Frederic used to go, 
disguised, to Hockley-in-the-Hole, to wit- 
ness Bull-baiting. Either Lord Middlesex, 
or Lord John Sackville, Father to the late 
Duke of Dorset, were commonly his Com- 
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panions on such Expeditions. As far as we 
are authorized from these Premises, to form 
a Conclusion, his premature Death before 
he ascended the Throne, ought not to excite 
any great national Regret. 

George the Second, who survived the 
Prince near ten Years, died at last not less 
suddenly than his Son, though at the'ad¬ 
vanced Age of Seventy-seven; a Period at¬ 
tained by no Sovereign in modern History, 
except Louis the Fourteenth. A Rupture in 
some of the Vessels, or in the Membrane of 
the" Heart, carried him off in a few Minutes. 
During his whole Life, but, particularly for 
a number of Years before his Decease, he 
had been subject to such constant Palpi¬ 
tations about the Region of the Heart, espe¬ 
cially after Dinner, that he always took off 
his Cloaths, and reposed himself for an 
Hour in Bed, of an Afternoon. In order to 
accommodate himself to this Habit or Infir¬ 
mity, Mr. Pitt, when, as Secretary of State, 
he was sometimes necessitated to transact 
Business with the King during the Time 
that he lay down, always knelt on a Cushion 
by the Bed-side; a Mark of Respect which 
contributed to render him not a little ac- 
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ceptable to His Majesty. At his rising, 
George the Second dressed himself com¬ 
pletely a second Time, and commonly passed 
the Evening at Cards, with Lady Yarmouth, 
in a select Party. His Sight had greatly 
failed him, for some Time preceding his 
Decease. I have heard Mr. Fraser say, 
who was duripg many Years, Under Secre¬ 
tary of State, that in 1760, a few Months 
before the King, died, having presented a 
Paper to him for his Signature, at Kensingr 
ton, (probably at a Time when the Secretary 
of State was prevented by Indisposition 
from performing that Duty, or by some 
other indispensable Cause, which Fraser 
did not explain;) George the Second took 
the Pen in his Hand; and after, as he con¬ 
ceived affixing his Name to it, returned it to 
Fraser. But, so defective was his Vision, 
that he had neither dipped his Pen in the 
Ink, nor did he perceive that of Course he 
had only drawn it over the Paper, without 
making any Impression. Fraser, aware of 
the King ? s Blindness, yet, unwilling to let 
His Majesty perceive that he discovered it ? 
said, “ Sir, I have given you so bad a Pen, 
“ that it will not write. Allow me to pre- 
“ sent you a better Pen for the Purpose.” 
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Then dipping it himself in the Ink, he re¬ 
turned it to the King, who, without making 
any Remark, instantly signed the Paper. 

He was unquestionably an honest, well-in¬ 
tentioned, and good Prince; of very mode¬ 
rate, but, not mean Talents; frugal in his Ex¬ 
penses, from natural Character: more in¬ 
clined to Avarice than any King of England 
since Henry the Seventh; irascible and hasty, 
as well as capable of imbibing strong Pre¬ 
judices of many Kinds; but, not vindictive in 
his Temper. Imbued with a strong Enmity to 
France, and as warm a Predilection for Ger¬ 
many, he never enjoyed such Felicity as when 
at Herenhausen, surrounded with his Hano¬ 
verian Courtiers and Subjects. William the 
Third in like Manner, seemed to taste much 
more Happiness, while hunting at Loo, amidst 
the sterile Sands of Guelderland, than at 
Whitehall, or at Hampton Court. At the 
Battle of Dettingen, in 1743, it is well known 
that George the Second’s Horse, which was 
unruly, ran away with him to a considerable 
Distance. General Cyrus Trapaud, then an 
Ensign, by seizing the Horse’s Bridle, enabled 
His Majesty to dismount in Safety. “ Now 

that I am once on my Legs,” said he, “ I 
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“ am sure I shall not run away.” Having 
enquired Trapaud’s Name, the King always 
distinguished him afterwards in military Pro¬ 
motions. When incensed either with his Mi¬ 
nisters, or with his Attendants, he was some¬ 
times not Master of his Actions, nor atten¬ 
tive to preserve his Dignity. On these Occar 
sions, his Hat, and it is asserted, even his 
Wig, became frequently the Objects on which 
he expended his Anger. 

Queen Caroline, by her Address, her ju¬ 
dicious Compliances, and her Activity of Cha¬ 
racter, maintained, down to the Time of her 
Decease in 1737, a great Ascendant over 
him. She formed the chief conducting Wire 
between the Sovereign and his First Minis¬ 
ter. It is a Fact, that Sir Robert Walpole 
and Her Majesty managed Matters with so 
much Art, as to keep up a secret Under¬ 
standing by Watch-words, even in the Draw¬ 
ing-room, when and where George the Se¬ 
cond was present. According to the King’s 
Temper, Frame of Mind, or Practicability on 
the Points which Sir Robert wished to carry, 
the Queen signified to him whether to pro¬ 
ceed, or to desist, on that particular Day. 
This Communication was so well preconcert*- 
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ed, and so delicately executed, as to be im¬ 
perceptible by the By-standers. Sir Robert 
lost a most able and vigilant Ally, when 
Queen Caroline died. Her Decease was in¬ 
deed a Misfortune to her Husband, to her 
Children, and to the Nation. She sacrificed 
her Life to the Desire of concealing her Com¬ 
plaint ; a Rupture of the Bowels, which might 
have been easily reduced, if she had not de¬ 
layed the Disclosure of it, till a Mortification 
took Place. We have not possessed since 
Elizabeth’s Death, a Queen of more Talent, 
Capacity, and Strength of Understanding, 
than Caroline of Brandenburgh Anspach. 
Anne of Denmark, Wife of James the. First, 
was a Woman of. mean Endowments, de¬ 
ficient in Judgment,, and of doubtful moral 
Character. Henrietta Maria of France, pos¬ 
sessed great personal. Beauty, Charms of 
Conversation, and Graces of Deportment : 
but, she was violent, bigotted in her Attach¬ 
ment to the Catholic. Faith, and conduced 
by her imprudent Counsels, to accelerate the 
Ruin of Charles the First. Catherine of 
Braganza, though a Woman of Virtue, want¬ 
ed every Attraction of Mind or of Body; 
and Mary of Modena, James the Second’s 
Queen, however agreeable in her Person, as 
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well as correct in her Conduct she might be, 
was superstitious to Excess; and from that 
Circumstance unfit for the Throne of Eng¬ 
land, though she might have adorned a little 
Italian Court. Mary, Consort of William 
the Third, approached the nearest to Queen 
Caroline, but, did not equal her in mental 
Endowments. The last Princess of the 
Stuart Line, Anne, though in private Life 
amiable, virtuous, and blameless, cannot 
enter into any Competition with Caroline of 
Brandenburgh Anspach. 

At the time of his Decease, George the 
Second certainly enjoyed great and univer¬ 
sal Popularity: but, to Mr. Pitt, afterwards 
created Earl of Chatham* he was eminently 
indebted for this gratifying Distinction at the 
Close of Life, when Victory was said to have 
erected her Altar between his aged Knees. 
The Misfortunes and Disgraces which pre¬ 
ceded Pitt’s Entrance into Office, had in fact 
forced him upon the King; who, notwith¬ 
standing that Minister’s recognized Talents, 
did not employ him without the utmost Re¬ 
luctance. The inglorious naval Engagement 
that took Place in the Mediterranean, be¬ 
tween Byng and La Galissoniere; for his 
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Conduct during which Action, the former of 
those Admirals suffered Death; the conse¬ 
quent Doss of Minorca; the Defeat of Gene¬ 
ral Braddock in Carolina; the Repulse sus¬ 
tained before Ticonderago ; the ignominious 
Capitulation of William, Duke of Cumber- 
Land, at Closter-Seven, afterwards eluded 
or violated ; and the disgraceful Expedition 
against Rochfortthese ill-concerted, or ill- 
executed Measures, at the Commencement 
of the War of 1756, had not only brought 
the Administration into Contempt, but, had 
much diminished the National Affection 
borne towards the Sovereign. From the 
Period of Pitt’s Nomination to a Place in 
the Cabinet, Success almost uniformly at¬ 
tended on the British Arms. Though only 
occupying the Post of Secretary of State, he 
directed, or rather he dictated the Opera¬ 
tions, at Home and Abroad. The Treasury, 
the Admiralty, the War Office, all obeyed 
his Orders with prompt and implicit Sub¬ 
mission. Lord Anson and the Duke of New¬ 
castle, sometimes, it is true, remonstrated, 
and often complained; but, always finished 
by Compliance. In the full Career of Pitt’s 
ministerial Triumphs, George the Second 
died; an Event which it is impossible not 
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to consider as having been a great national 
Misfortune, when we reflect on the Nature 
of the Peace which took place little more 
than two Years afterwards, in November, 
1762. Mr. Pitt, we may be assured, would 
have dictated far different Terms to the two 
Branches of the House of Bourbon. The 
new King did not indeed immediately dis¬ 
miss so able and popular a Statesman; but, 
it was soon suspected that his Administra¬ 
tion, though it might languish, or continue 
for a few Months, would not prove of long 
Duration. Lord Bute had already secured 
the exclusive Regard and Favor of the young 
Monarch. 

The late Mrs. Boscawen, Widow of the 
Admiral of that Name, so distinguished in 
our Naval Annals, whose Connexions en¬ 
abled her to collect many curious Facts in 
the course of a long Life; has often assured 
me, that Lord Bute’s first personal Introduc¬ 
tion to the Prince of Wales, originated in a 
very singular Accident. That Nobleman, as 
is well known, married the only Daughter 
of the celebrated Lady Mary Wortley Mon¬ 
tague, by whom he had a very numerous 
Family. She brought him eventually like- 
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wise a large landed Property: but, as her 
Father, Mr. Wortley, did not die till the Year 
1761 ; and as her Brother, the eccentric 
Edward Wortley Montague, lived to a much 
later Period; I believe, down to 1777 ; Lord 
Bute, encumbered with a Number of Chil¬ 
dren, found his patrimonial Fortune very un¬ 
equal to maintaining the Figure befitting his 
Rank in Life. After passing some Years in 
profound Retirement, on his Estate in the 
Isle of Bute, he re-visited England, and took 
a House on the Banks of the Thames. 
During his Residence there, he was induced 
to visit Egham Races, about the Year T747. 
But, as he either did not at that Time keep 
a Carriage, or did not use it to convey him 
to the Race Ground, he condescended to 
accompany a medical Acquaintance; in other 
words, the Apothecary that attended His 
Lordship’s Family, who carried him there in 
his own Chariot. Frederic, Prince of Wales, 
who then resided at Cliefden, honored the 
Races on that Day, with his Presence,; where 
a Tent was pitched for his Accommodation, 
and the Reception of the Princess, his Con¬ 
sort. The Weather proving rainy, it was 
proposed, in order to amuse his Royal 
Highness before his return Home, to make 
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a Party at Cards: but a Difficulty occurred 
about finding Persons of sufficient Rank to 
sit down at the same Table with him. While 
they remained under this Embarrassment, 
somebody observed that Lord Bute had 
been seen on the Race Ground; who, as 
being an Earl, would be peculiarly proper 
to make one of the Prince’s Party. He was 
soon found, informed of the Occasion which 
demanded his Attendance, brought to the 
Tent, and presented to Frederic. When 
the Company broke up, Lord Bute thought 
of returning back to his own House: but 
his Friend the Apothecary had disappeared; 
and with him had disappeared the Chariot, 
in which his Lordship had been brought to 
Egham Races. The Prince was no sooner 
made acquainted with the Circumstance, 
than he insisted on Lord Bute’s accompany¬ 
ing him to Cliefden, and there passing the 
Night. He complied, rendered himself ex¬ 
tremely acceptable to their Royal High¬ 
nesses, and thus laid the Foundation, under 
a succeeding Reign, of his political Eleva¬ 
tion, which flowed originally in some Mea¬ 
sure from this strange Contingency. 

Lord Bute, when young, possessed a very 
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handsome Person, of which Advantage he 
was not insensible; and he used to pass 
many Hours every Day, as his Enemies as¬ 
serted, occupied in contemplating the Sym¬ 
metry of his own Legs, during his solitary 
Walks by the side of the Thames. Even 
after he became an Inmate at Cliefden, and 
at Leicester House, he frequently played 
the Part of “ Lothario,” in the private The¬ 
atricals exhibited for the Amusement of their 
Royal Highnesses, by the late Duchess of 
Queensbury. To this Fact Wilkes alludes 
with malignant Ridicule, in his memorable 
Letter of the “ 15th of March, 1763,” ad¬ 
dressed to the Earl of Bute, where He says, 
“ In one Party which was remarkably hu¬ 
mane and amiable , you were so great, that 
the general Exclamation was, here you did 
not act . In another Part, you were no less 
perfect: I mean, in the famous Scene of 
Hamlet , where you pour fatal Poison into 
the Ear of a good unsuspecting King.” Be¬ 
sides so many external Accomplishments, 
he possessed a cultivated Mind, illuminated 
by a Taste for various Branches of the fine 
Arts and Letters. For the Study of Botany 
he nourished a decided Passion, which he 
gratified to the utmost; and in the Indul- 
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gence of which Predilection, he manifested 
on some Occasions, a princely Liberality. 
Dl Hill, commonly denominated Sir John 
after he received the Swedish Order of Vasa 
from Gustavus the Third, was one of the 
Objects of his Bounty.. Nor did He fail 
in extending his Protection and Patronage 
to Men of Letters : but it cannot be denied 
that he manifested some national Parti¬ 
ality in, their Selection. John Home, the 
Author of “ Douglas,” a Tragedy which 
attained a Reputation superior to its Merits; 
as well as Mallet , or Malloch , (for his Name 
was differently written,) and Murphy, all 
partook of the ministerial Favor. So did 
James Macpherson, who ushered into the 
World some of the Poems of Ossian, under 
the immediate Auspices of the first Lord of 
the Treasury. 

Of a Disposition naturally retired and se¬ 
vere, Lord Bute was not formed for an ex¬ 
tensive Commerce with Mankind, or endow¬ 
ed by Nature with Talents for managingpo- 
pular Assemblies. Even in the Interior of 
his Family he was austere, harsh, difficult of 
Access, and sometimes totally inaccessible to 
his own Children. In the House of Lords he 
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neither displayed Eloquence, nor Gracious¬ 
ness of Manners. But he proved himself 
likewise deficient in a Quality still more es¬ 
sential for a First Minister, Firmness of 
Character. Yet, with these political De¬ 
fects of Mind, and of personal Deportment, 
he undertook to displace, and he aspired to 
succeed Mr. Pitt, at a Moment when that 
Minister had carried the Glory of the British 
Arms to an unexampled Height, by Sea and 
Land. We cannot sufficiently regret that 
George the Third should not have contented 
himself with heaping Honors and Dignities 
on him, carefully excluding him from any 
political Employment. Few Princes, how¬ 
ever, of whom History preserves any Record, 
have manifested at Twenty-three, a Judg¬ 
ment so superior to the natural Partialities 
of Youth. Even Elizabeth, though She 
placed Cecil at the Head of her Councils, 
yet committed her Armies successively to 
the Conduct of her two Favourites, the 
Earls of Leicester and Essex. 

After an Administration of about two 
Years, passed either in the Post of Secretary 
of State, or as First Lord of the Treasury; 
during which Time he brought the War with 
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France and Spain to a Conclusion; Lord 
Bute abandoning his royal Master, quitted 
his Situation, and again withdrew to private 
Life. No Testimonies of national Regret, 
or of national Esteem, accompanied him at 
his Departure from Office. His magnificent 
House in Berkeley Square, though scarcely- 
completed, exposed him to very malignant 
Comments, respecting the means by which 
he had reared so expensive a Pile. His Ene¬ 
mies asserted that he could not possibly 
have possessed the Ability, either from his 
patrimonial Fortune, or in Consequence of 
his Marriage, to erect such a Structure. As 
little could he be supposed to have amassed 
-wherewithal,- during his very short Admi¬ 
nistration, to suffice for its Construction. 
The only satisfactory Solution of the. Diffi¬ 
culty therefore, lay in imagining, however 
unjustly, that lie had either received Pre¬ 
sents from France, or had made large Pur¬ 
chases in the Public Funds previous to the 
Signature of the Preliminaries. “ Junius,” 
addressing the Duke of Bedford, who signed 
that Peace, in his Letter of the “ 19th Sep¬ 
tember, 1769,” written within Seven Years 
afterwards; charges the: Duke in the most 
unequivocal Terms, with betraying and sel- 
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ling his Country. “Your Patrons,” says he, 
“ wanted an Embassador who would sub- 
“ mit to make Concessions, without daring 
“ to insist upon any honorable Condition for 
“ his Sovereign. Their Business required a 
“ Man, who had as little Feeling for his own, 
“ Dignity, as for the Welfare of his Country; 
“ and they found him in the first Rank of 
“ the Nobility. Belleisle, Goree, Gauda- 
“ loupe, St. Lucia, Martinique, the Fishery, 
“ and the Havannah, are glorious Monu- 
“ ments of your Grace’s Talents forNegotia- 
“ tion. My Lord, we are too well ac- 
“ quainted with your pecuniary Charac¬ 
ter, to think it possible that so many 
“ public Sacrifices should have been made, 
“ without some private Compensations. 
“ Your Conduct carries with it an internal 
“ Evidence, beyond all the legal Proofs of 
“ a Court of Justice.” Such an anonymous 
Charge, however fascinating or energetic 
may be the Language in which it is cloath- 
ed, certainly ought not to be considered as 
Proof; but, no Answer was ever made to it 
either by the Duke, or by any of his Friends, 
if we except Sir William Draper’s vague and 
unauthorized Letter of the “7th of October, 
1769.” 
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Dr. Musgrave, an English Physician, who 
practised Medicine at Paris in 1763, and 
whose Name has been known in the Repub¬ 
lic of Letters, by the Publication of some 
Tragedies of Euripides; did not scruple to 
assert publicly, that the Princess Dowager 
of Wales and Lord Bute received Money 
from the French Court, for aiding to effect 
the Peace. I am acquainted with the indi¬ 
viduals, Gentlemen of the highest Honor and 
most unimpeached Veracity, to whom Dr. 
Musgrave himself related the Circumstance, 
at Paris, in 1764, almost immediately after 
the Treaty of Fontainbleau. And if I do 
not name them, it is only because they are 
still alive. Dr. Musgrave did riot retract 
his Accusation, when he was examined at 
the Bar of the House of Commons, some 
Years afterwards, in the Month of January, 
1770, upon the same Point. He maintained 
on the contrary, his original Assertion, 
which he supported by Facts or Circum¬ 
stances calculated to authenticate its Truth; 
though the House thought proper to declare 
it “ Frivolous, and unworthy of Credit.” 
“ Junius,” writing in the Month of May, 
1770, says, “ Through the whole Proceed- 
“ ings of the House of Commons in this 
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“ Session, there is an apparent, a palpable 

Consciousness of Guilt, which has pre- 
“ vented their daring to assert th£ir own 
“ Dignity, where it has been immediately 
“ and grossly attacked; In the Course of 
“ Dr. Musgrave’s Examination, he said 
“ every Thing that can be conceived morti- 
“ fying to Individuals, or offensive to the 
“ House, They voted his Information fri- 
“ volous; but, they were awed by his Firm- 
“ ness and Integrity, and sunk under it.” 
Dr. Musgrave resided in this Country, 
during the last Years of his Life; and died, 
I believe, at Exeter, in the Summer of the 
Year 1780. 

Similar Reflections indeed, at different 
Periods of our History, have been thrown 
not only upon Ministers, but, even upon 
Kings. Lord Clarendon, when Chancel¬ 
lor, under Charles the Second, having, like 
Lord Bute, undertaken to build a magnifi¬ 
cent House in London, soon after the Sale 
of Dunkirk to Louis the Fourteenth, about 
1664; it was named by the People “ Dun¬ 
kirk House,” on the Supposition of its hav¬ 
ing been raised by French Money. No 
Person can doubt of Charles the Second 
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himself having received large Sums from 
the Court of Versailles, for Purposes inimb 
cal to the Interests of his People. So did 
his Successor, James the Second. Bribes 
were even confidently said and believed to 
have been given to various of the Courtiers 
or Favourites of William the Third, from 
the East-India Company, and other Corpo¬ 
rate Bodies, in order to procure the Consent 
or Approbation of the Sovereign, to the Re¬ 
newal of their Charters. The Duchess of 
Kendal, Mistress of George the First; as 
well as Craggs, Father of the Secretary of 
State of the same Name, and himself at the 
Time, Post Master General; together with 
other Individuals about the Court or Per¬ 
son of that Monarch, were either known or 
supposed to have been implicated in the 
Transactions of the memorable South Sea 
Year, 1720, when such immense Sums were 
gained and lost in that ruinous Speculation. 
Malignity did not spare the King himself, 
who, it was asserted, became a Sharer in the 
Acquisitions. Lord Bute, at the distance 
of half a Century, is still believed by many 
Persons to have rendered the Treaty of 
Fontainbleau subservient to his private Emo¬ 
lument : a Supposition which, however un- 
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just or unmerited it may be, was again re¬ 
newed Twenty Years later, at the Conclu¬ 
sion of the Peace of 1783, against Lord Shel¬ 
burne, with greater Virulence, and with 
bolder Affirmations! Such were the unfortu¬ 
nate Results of the Earl of Bute’s Ministry, 
which must be considered as having given 
the first Blow to the Popularity enjoyed by 
the King, at his Accession to the Throne. 

It is an indisputable Fact that Lord Bute, 
terrified or disgusted at the Indications of 
Resentment shewn towards him by the Na¬ 
tion, forsook his Master; and that he was 
not dismissed or abandoned by the Sovereign. 
He was the first, though not the last Minis¬ 
ter, who in the Course of the present Reign, 
exhibited that example of Timidity, or Wea¬ 
riness, or Desertion. But, his ostensible 
Relinquishment of Office, by no Means re¬ 
stored to the King, the Confidence or the 
Affections of his Subjects. Even when nomi¬ 
nally divested of Power, Lord Bute was still 
supposed to direct, unseen, the Wheels of 
Government. However false and unfounded 
might be this Imputation, and such I have 
ever considered it, yet it operated with irre¬ 
sistible Force. A Cry of secret Influence 
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arose, more pernicious in its Effects on the 
Country at large, than even the open Accu¬ 
sations lately levelled against the Incapacity, 
or pretended Venality of the First Minister. 
The Grenville Administration, which suc¬ 
ceeded, was stigmatized as being only a 
Machine, the Puppets of which were agitated 
by concealed Wires. It is obvious, that no 
Charge in the Power of Malevolence to in¬ 
vent and circulate, could be more calculated 
to prejudice the King in the Estimation of his 
People. But, it became further augmented 
by another Topic of Abuse and Declamation, 
founded on the extraordinary Degree of per¬ 
sonal Favor enjoyed by Lord Bute at Carl¬ 
ton House, and the Predilection with which 
he was known to be regarded by the Princess 
Dowager of Wales. Satirical Prints, gene¬ 
rally dispersed throughout the Kingdom, in 
which her Royal Highness was not at all 
spared, inflamed the public Mind. Compa¬ 
risons, drawn from English History, particu¬ 
larly from the Reign of Edward the Third, 
when the Queen Dowager Isabella, and 
Mortimer her Favourite, were known or sup¬ 
posed to have lived in a criminal Union;— 
these Allusions, which were disseminated in 
all the periodical Works of the Time, and 
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particularly in the “ North Briton,” made a 
deep Impression. 

Even the filial Deference and Respect, ma¬ 
nifested by his Majesty after his Accession, 
down to the last Moment of her Life, towards 
his Mother, was converted into a Subject 
not only of Censure, but of Accusation, as 
originating in unworthy Motives, or in cul¬ 
pable Subservience. It cannot however be 
denied that Lord Bute enjoyed a higher 
Place in that Princess’s Favor, if not in her 
Affection, than seemed compatible with strict 
Propriety. His Visits to Carlton House, 
which were always performed in the Even¬ 
ing ; and the Precautions taken to conceal 
his Arrival; though they might perhaps have 
been dictated more by an Apprehension of 
Insult from the Populace, to whom he was 
obnoxious, than from any improper Reasons; 
yet awakened Suspicion. He commonly 
made use on these Occasions, of the Sedan 
Chair and the Chairmen of Miss Vansittart, 
a Lady who held a distinguished Place in 
Her Royal Highness’s Family. In order 
more effectually to elude Notice, the Curtains 
of the Chair were close drawn. The Repar¬ 
tee of Miss Chndleigh, afterwards better 
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known as Duchess of Kingston, at that Time 
a Maid of Honor at Carlton House; when 
reproached by her royal Mistress, for the 
Irregularities of her Conduct, obtained like¬ 
wise much Publicity. “ Voire Altesse £loy~ 
ale sait” replied she, “ que chacune a son 
But” As the King was accustomed to 
repair, frequently of Evenings to Carlton 
House, and there to pass a considerable 
Time, the World supposed, tho’probably with 
great Injustice, that the Sovereign, his Mo¬ 
ther, and the Ex-Minister met, in Order to 
concert, and to compare their Ideas; thus 
forming a sort of interior Cabinet, which 
controuled and directed the ostensible Ad¬ 
ministration. 

That after having so precipitately thrown 
up the ministerial Reins in 1763, Lord Bute 
felt desirous of again resuming his political 
Power, I know from good Authority. And 
that he was aided in the Attempt by the 
Princess, with all her Influence, is equally 
matter of Fact; but their joint Efforts proved 
unavailing to effect the Object. A Noble¬ 
man, who was accustomed at that Time to 
form one of the Party which met at Carlton 
House, and who usually remained there 
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while his Majesty stayed; assured me that 
everyMeasure had been concerted between 
her Royal Highness and Lord Bute, for the 
purpose of bringing him again into Ministry. 
As the first necessary Step towards. its Ac¬ 
complishment, they agreed that he should 
endeavour to obtain Permission to see the 
Dispatches, which were often sent to the 
King from the Secretary of State, while he 
continued with his Mother. On those Occa¬ 
sions, when the green Box containing Letters 
or Papers, arrived, he always withdrew into 
another Room, in order to peruse them at his 
Ease. Lord Bute, as had been pre-arranged, 
upon the Messenger bringing a Dispatch, 
immediately took up two Candles, and pro¬ 
ceeded before the King to the Closet; ex¬ 
pecting that his Majesty, when they were 
alone together, would communicate to him 
its Nature; and that he should thus begin 
again to transact Business. But, the King, 
unquestionably aware of the Intention, and 
probably disgusted at the. want of Firm-, 
ness which his Minister had formerly shewn, 
or from other unascertained Causes, extin¬ 
guished at once the Hopes entertained from 
this Project. When he came to the Door of 
the Room, he stopped, took the Candles out 
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of Lord Bute’s Hand, and then dismissing 
him, shut the Door; after which he pro¬ 
ceeded to examine the Dispatches, alone. 
Lord Bute returned to the Company, and the 
Experiment was never repeated. 

[f the Selection of that Nobleman for the 
Office of First Minister, and the Dismission 
of Mr. Pitt, deprived the King of the Affec¬ 
tions of many loyal Subjects; the Terms 
upon which the Treaty of Fontainbleau was 
concluded, early in 1763, by Lord Bute, ex¬ 
cited the strongest Sensations of general 
Disapprobation throughout the Country. [ 
am old enough to remember the Expressions 
of that Condemnation, which, it is impos¬ 
sible not to admit, were well founded. When 
we reflect that the Navy of France had been 
nearly annihilated, as early as 1759, by Sir 
Edward Hawke, in the Action which took 
Place at Quiberon; that Spain could make 
little or no Opposition to us on the Ocean; 
and that we were Masters of Quebec, Mon¬ 
treal, together with all Canada; Cape Breton, 
Pondicherry, Goree, Belleisle, the Havannah, 
and a large Part of Cuba; besides the 
Islands of Martinique and Guadeloupe ; not 
to mention the Capture of Manilla, which, 
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on Account of its remote Position in the 
Eastern Seas, was not then known :—while, 
on the other Hand; the Enemy, though they 
probably would have effected the Conquest 
or Reduction of Portugal, in the Course of 
the ensuing Campaign, yet had taken nothing 
from us, which they had retained, except 
Minorca;—when we consider these Facts, 
what shall we say to a Peace, which restored 
to the two Branches of the House of Bour¬ 
bon, every Possession above enumerated, 
except Canada?—for, as to Cape Breton, 
tho’ it was ceded to us, yet, when dismantled, 
it became only an useless Desart. Accept¬ 
ing, as we did, in Exchange for so many 
valuable Colonies or Settlements in every 
Quarter of the Globe, the Cession of the two 
Floridas from the Crown of Spain, together 
with the Restitution of Minorca by France. 
At the Distance of more than half a Century, 
when the Passions and Prejudices of the 
Hour have ceased, we cannot consider such 
a Treaty without Astonishment and Con¬ 
cern. Scarcely indeed does the Peace of 
Utrecht justly awaken warmer Feelings of 
Indignation; for concluding which Pacifica¬ 
tion, its Authors were impeached impri¬ 
soned,. or compelled to fly their Country. If 
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Lord Bute escaped the Fate of Lord Ox¬ 
ford and Lord Bolingbroke, he has not been 
more exempt than were those Ministers, 
from the Censures of his Contemporaries and 
of Posterity. Nor did Queen Anne perhaps 
sustain a greater Loss of Reputation and 
Popularity, by signing the Treaty of Utrecht, 
than George the Third suffered by conclud¬ 
ing that of Fontainbleau. Its Impolicy ap¬ 
pears not less glaring, nor less obvious, than 
its Defects of every other Kind. The Ex¬ 
pulsion of the French from Canada, and of 
the Spaniards from Florida, by liberating the 
American Colonies from all Apprehension of 
foreign Enemies, laid the inevitable Founda¬ 
tion of their Rebellion; and effected their 
subsequent Emancipation from Great Bri¬ 
tain, within the space of twenty Years. This 
necessary Result of such Measures, perfectly 
foreseen at the Time, was pointed out by 
Dr. Tucker, Dean of Gloucester, as well as 
by others. The House of Bourbon, soon 
recovering from the Wounds inflicted by 
Pitt, contested anew, with better Success, 
for the Empire of the Sea. Neither the Ha- 
vannah, Belleisle,' nor Manilla, have ever 
passed a second Time under the Power of 
the English. If we weigh these Circum- 
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stances, we shall not wonder that Motives 
unworthy of an upright Minister, or of an 
able Statesman, >were attributed to Lord 
Bute. Nor shall we be surprized, that the 
Incapacity or Errors of the Administration, 
diminished in no small Degree the Respect 
justly inspired by the private Virtues of the 
Sovereign. 

The injudicious Persecution of Wilkes, 
completed the Unpopularity, which Lord 
Bute’s Person and Measures had begun to 
produce throughout the Nation. Whatever 
might have been the Misconduct of Wilkes; 
and however deficient he might have ap¬ 
peared in those moral Qualities which entitle 
to public Respect, or even to individual Ap¬ 
probation : yet, from the Instant that he be¬ 
came an Object of Royal or Ministerial 
Resentment, on account of his Attachment 
to the Cause of Freedom, he found Pro¬ 
tectors in the Public. Neither his Wit, his 
Talents, nor his Courage, could have raised 
him to political Eminence, if he had not 
been singled out for severe, not to say un¬ 
constitutional, Prosecution. The two Secre¬ 
taries of State, and the Lord Steward of the 
Household, .had they been hired by .his 
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worst Enemies, to injure their Royal Master 
in the Esteem of his People; and to throw, 
as it were, upon him, the Odium of their 
Violence, or Incapacity, or Ignorance; could 
not have done it more effectually, than by 
the Line of Action which they adopted. Lord 
Talbot is consigned to eternal Ridicule, (as 
Pope says that Cromwell is “ Damned to 
everlasting Fame;”) in that incomparable 
Letter written by Wilkes to the late Earl 
Temple, on the 5th of October, 1762; de¬ 
scriptive of the entertaining Duel fought at 
Bagshot only two Hours before, where the 
Lord Steward appears in the most contemp¬ 
tible Point of View. The Earls of Egremont 
and Halifax, by issuing a General Warrant 
for the Seizure of Wilkes, and taking his 
Person into Custody; while they compro¬ 
mized th^ Majesty of the Crown, trampled 
on the Liberties of the Subject, and violated 
the Essence of the English Constitution. 
Men who commented with Severity on these 
Measures of impolitic Resentment, arraigned 
them as more characteristic of the vindictive 
Administration of James the Second, than 
becoming the mild Government of George 
the Third. Wilkes, nevertheless, wounded 
in a Duel, repeatedly menaced with Assassi- 



1781 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


8i 


nation, pursued by the House of Commons, 
and outlawed by the Court of King’s Bench ; 
withdrew into France, where he insensibly 
sunk into Oblivion. His very Name, and 
his public Merits, as well as his private 
Sufferings, seemed to be equally forgotten 
by the Nation, during two or three Years. - 

But, the Duke of Grafton, who had be¬ 
come first Minister, after the Extinction of 
the short and feeble Administration of Lord 
Rockingham, appeared as if desirous to 
improve upon the Errors, and to renew the 
most unpopular Acts of his Predecessor, 
Lord Bute. Instead of wisely extending the 
Pardon of the Crown to Mr. Wilkes, or 
treating him with magnanimous Contempt, 
when he returned from Paris ; the Duke, 
in Defiance of their past Intimacy and Fami¬ 
liarity, put in Force the Penalties of his 
Sentence of Outlawry; thus rendering him 
a second Time, the Object of general Com¬ 
passion and Protection. Rejected as a Can¬ 
didate to represent the City of London, he 
was elected Member for the County of Mid¬ 
dlesex. Tumultuous or disorderly Assem¬ 
blies of the People in St. George's Fields, 
whom it was esteemed necessary to repress 
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by a military Force; and in performing 
which Service, some Individuals who appa¬ 
rently had taken no part in the Riots, were 
killed or wounded; exasperated the Nation 
against the Authors of such Severities. The 
House of Commons adopting the Principles, 
as well as the Enmities of the Administra¬ 
tion, expelled Wilkes from his Seat, de¬ 
clared him ineligible to sit among them, 
and placed Colonel Luttrell in his Room. 
While the Pardon of the Crown was ex¬ 
tended to Persons convicted of the most 
sanguinary Outrages and Violence during 
the Election at Brentford; by Measures of 
consummate Incapacity, a popular Indivi¬ 
dual was singled out for the whole Ven¬ 
geance of the Government and the Legisla¬ 
ture. The Tumults of London in March, 
1769, which menaced with Insult or Attack, 
even the Palace of the Sovereign, bore no 
feeble Resemblance to the riotous Disorders 
that preceded the Civil Wars, under Charles 
the First. A Hearse, followed by the Mob, 
was driven into the Court Yard at St. 
James’s, decorated with Insignia of the most 
humiliating or indecent Description. 1 have 
always understood that the late Lord 
Mountmorris, then a very young Man, w r as 
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the Person who on that Occasion personated 
the Executioner, holding an Axe in his 
Hands, and his Face covered with a Crape. 
The King’s Firmness did not however for¬ 
sake him, in the midst of these trying Ebulli-, 
tions of Democratic Rage. He remained 
calm and unmoved in the Drawing-room, 
while the Streets surrounding his Residence, 
echoed with the Shouts of an enraged Mul¬ 
titude, who seemed disposed to proceed to 
the greatest Extremities. But, the Duke of 
Grafton did not manifest equal Constancy, 
nor display the same Resolution as his Mas¬ 
ter. It seemed to be the Fate of George 
the Third to be served by Ministers, as 
much his Inferiors in personal and political 
Courage, as in every other moral or estimable 
Quality. 

Another Opponent, still more formidable 
than Mr. Wilkes, had arisen amidst these 
Convulsions of the Capital and the Country; 
who, from the Place of his Concealment, 
like Paris in. the “ Iliad,” inflicted the 
severest Wounds, and who seems to have 
elided all Discovery, down to the present 
Hour. It is obvious that I mean “ Junius.” 
This Celebrated Writer, .whom the obtrusive 
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and imprudent Vanity of Sir William Dra¬ 
per, even more than his own matchless 
Powers of Composition, originally forced 
upon the Notice of the Public, first appeared 
in January, 1769. His opening Letter, ad¬ 
dressed to the Printer of the “ Public Ad- 
vertizer,” then a popular Newspaper, de¬ 
pictures in the blackest Colours, the Situa¬ 
tion of the Country; dishonoured, as he 
asserts, in the Eyes of foreign Nations; dis¬ 
united, oppressed, and ill-administered at 
Home. Like Satan, when invoking his stu- 
pified and fallen Associates, he seems to 
exclaim, while endeavouring to rouse the 
English Nation from their political Apathy, 

“ Awake, arise, or be for ever fallen!” 

The Conclusion of his opening Address, 
operated with amazing Effect, and can 
hardly be exceeded in Energy. “ If,” says 
he,by the immediate Interposition of 
“ Providence, it were possible for us to 
“ escape a Crisis so full of Terror and 
“ Despair, Posterity will not believe the 
“ History of the present Times.—They will 
“ not believe it possible that their Ances- 
“ tors could have survived or recovered from 
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| so desperate a Condition, while a .Duke 
“ of Grafton was Prime Minister ; a Lord 
“North, Chancellor of the Exchequer; a 
“ Weymouth, and a Hillsborough, Secre- 
‘ ‘ taries of S tate; a Granby, Commander 
“ in Chief; and Mansfield, Chief Criminal 
“ Judge of the Kingdom.” After transfix¬ 
ing with his keenest Shafts, the Com¬ 
mander in Chief of the Forces, the Lord 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, and the 
Duke of Bedford, he fastened, like a Vul¬ 
ture, on the First Minister. With an Acri¬ 
mony and Ability: that have perhaps never 
been equalled by any political Writer, he 
endeavoured to point the Public Indignation 
equally against the Person and the Mea¬ 
sures of the Duke of Grafton. Superior in 
Beauty of Diction, and all the Elegance of 
literary Composition, to Lord Bolingbroke; 
uot inferior to Swift, in Closeness, as well 
as Correctness of Style, and in force of Sa¬ 
tire; the Letters of “ Junius” will .be read as 
.long as the English Language endures. Nor 
did his Pen, after exposing the Want of 
Spirit and Energy, in the Government, re¬ 
spect even the. Majesty of the Throne. In 
bis memorable “ Letter to the King;” dated 
the 18th of December, 1769, which cannot 
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be perused without a Mixture of Admiration 
and Indignation, he too successfully labours 
to render even the Virtues of the Sovereign, 
suspicious and odious ; while he attempts 
to degrade the Royal Character, in the Opi¬ 
nions of his Subjects. The Avidity with 
which these Publications were then sought 
after and perused, is difficult to be con¬ 
ceived at the present Time, and never was 
exceeded at any Period of our History. 
“ Junius” may indeed justly be reckoned 
among the leading Causes which drove the 
Duke of Grafton from the Helm of Affairs. 

I have been assured by Persons of Honor 
and Veracity, who were in the Habits of 
continually seeing Mr. Bradshaw, then Se¬ 
cretary of the Treasury, and of knowing his 
private Sentiments ; that he made no Secret 
to them, of the Agony into which the Duke 
of Grafton was thrown by these Produc¬ 
tions. Such was their Effect and Operation 
on his Mind, as sometimes utterly to inca¬ 
pacitate him during whole Days, for the 
ministerial Duties of his Office. There are 
nevertheless, many who believe and assert, 
that his sudden Resignation was not so 
much produced by the Attacks of “ Junius;” 



1781 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


87 


as it originated from another Quarter. It 
has been pretended that the Princess Dowa¬ 
ger of Wales, highly indignant at the Men¬ 
tion made of her Name, in the Examination 
and Depositions ^of Dr. Musgrave at the 
Bar of the House of Commons ; remonstrated 
strongly with the King, on the Supineness 
of his first Minister, in permitting, or rather 
in not suppressing such parliamentary En¬ 
quiries. However the Fact may be, it is 
certain that at a Moment when such an 
Event was least expected, in January, 1770, 
he resigned his Office; giving, as Lord 
Bute had done before, another Instance of 
Ministerial Dereliction, but, not the last of 
the Kind which has occurred in the Course 
of the present Reign. Lord North, who 
succeeded to his Place, inherited likewise a 
considerable Portion of his Unpopularity. 

Having mentioned the Subject, and the 
Productions of “ Junius,” it seems impos¬ 
sible to dismiss them without making some 
Allusion to their Author. I have always 
considered that Secret, as the best kept of 
any in our Time. It was, indeed, on many 
Accounts, and for many Reasons, a Secret 
of the most perilous Nature. For, the 
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Offences given, and the Wounds inflicted by 
his Pen, were too deep, and too severe, to 
admit of Forgiveness, when we reflect that 
living Sovereigns and Ministers formed the 
Objects selected for his Attack. I have 
been assured that the King riding out in the 
Year 1772, accompanied by his Equerry, 
General Desaguliers, said to him in Conver¬ 
sation, “ We know who Junius is, and he 
“ will, write no more.” The General, who 
was too good a Courtier to congratulate 
upon such a Piece of Intelligence, contented 
himself with bowing, and the Discourse'pro¬ 
ceeded no further. Mrs. Shuttleworth, who 
was General Desaguliers’s Daughter, be¬ 
lieved in the Accuracy of this Fact; but T 
nevertheless report it with becoming Doubt. 
If, however, the King had penetrated to the 
Secret, I do not believe that the Duke of 
Grafton, or the first Lord Mansfield, had 
arrived at any Certitude on the Point, 
though their Suspicions might be strongly 
directed towards some one Individual. It 
is- certain that Sir William Draper died in 
Ignorance of his Antagonist; and that he 
continued to express, down to a very short 
Time before his Decease, which took place 
at Bath, his Concern at the Prospect of 
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going out of Life, uninformed on the Sub¬ 
ject. Lord North either did not know, or 
professed not to know, his Name. The late 
Lord Temple protested the same Ignorance. 
He must nevertheless have lain within a very 
narrow Circle: for, every Evidence, internal 
and external, proves him to have been a Per¬ 
son of pre-eminent Parts, admirable Infor¬ 
mation, high Connexions, living almost con¬ 
stantly in the Metropolis, and in good Com¬ 
pany ; ignorant of nothing which was done 
at St. James’s, in the Two Houses of Par¬ 
liament, in the War Office, or in the Courts 
of Law ; and • personally acquainted with 
many Anecdotes or Facts, only-to be at¬ 
tained by Men moving in the first Ranks of 
Society, I do not speak of his classical 
Attainments; because those might have been 
found among mere Men of Letters. “ Junius” 
was a Man of the World. Henry Sampson 
Woodfall, who printed the Letters them¬ 
selves, was ignorant of the Name or Qua¬ 
lity of the Writer, and remained so during 
his whole Life. Who then, we repeat, was 
He? 

Many Individuals have become succes¬ 
sively Objects of Suspicion, or of Accusa- 
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tion. Lord George Germain , Father of the 
present Duke of Dorset, was named among 
others. I knew him very intimately, and 
have frequently conversed with him on the 
Subject. He always declared his Ignorance 
of the Author, but he appeared to be grati¬ 
fied and flattered by the Belief or Imputa¬ 
tion lighting on himself. As far, however, 
as my Opinion can have any Weight, though, 
in'common with Mankind at large, I esti¬ 
mated very highly Lord George’s Talents, I 
considered them as altogether unequal to 
such literary Productions. And I possessed 
the best Means, as well as Opportunities of 
forming my Judgment, from his Conversa¬ 
tion and Correspondence, both which I en¬ 
joyed for several Years. Indeed, ,1 appre¬ 
hend it is unnecessary to waste much Ynne 
in attempting to disprove such a Supposition, 
which has few Advocates or Supporters. 
Those Persons who originally suggested, or 
who continue to maintain it, found the Opi¬ 
nion principally on the Attack of Lord 
Granby, contained in “ Junius’s” first Let¬ 
ter. But, if we examine that Composition, 
we shall see that the Marquis is by no 
means singled out for Animadversion. He 
only attracts his Portion of Satire, as a 
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constituent Member of the Cabinet; and it 
was Sir William Draper’s officious Vanity 
which rendered him unfortunately more con¬ 
spicuous than the Duke of Grafton, or Lord 
Mansfield. “It is you, Sir William Draper,” 
says Junius, “ who have taken care to re- 
“ present your Friend in the Character of a 
“ drunken Landlord, who deals out his 
“ Promises as liberally as his Liquor, and 
“ will suffer no Man to leave his Table 
“ either sorrowful or sober.” And in a 
subsequent Letter he observes, “ 1 should 
“ justly be suspected of acting upon Mo- 
“ tives of more than common Enmity to 
“ Lord Granby, if I continued to give you 
“ fresh Materials, or Occasion for writing 
“ in his Defence.” If, indeed, Lord George 
Germain was “ Junius,” his Powers of Com¬ 
position had suffered a Diminution between 
1770 and 1780, and no longer continued as 
powerful at the latter Period, as they had 
been ten Years earlier in Life. But, no Man 
preserved at near Seventy, the Freshness 
and Strength of his Faculties in every 
Branch, more perfect or undimifeished than 
that Nobleman. Nor, from the Knowledge 
which I possessed of his Loyalty, and At¬ 
tachment to the Person of his Sovereign, do 
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I believe that any Motives or Feelings 'cou\d 
ever have induced him to address to Hjs 
Majesty, the “ Letter of Jzmjus to the King.’’ 

As little do I conceive Wilkes to have been 
the Man. I knew him likewise well, though 
not with the same Intimacy as I did the last 
named Nobleman. It must be owned that 
Wilkes possessed a Classic Pen, keen, ra¬ 
pid, cutting; and capable, as we have seen 
in the “ North Briton,’’ no less than in other 
political Productions, of powerfully animat¬ 
ing, or inflaming the public Mind. His In¬ 
juries were great; his Feelings, acute; his 
Spirit, undaunted; and his Compositions, 
full of Talent. But it was not “Junius.” 
Wilkes’s two memorable Letters, the one 
addressed to Lord Temple, in October, 
1762, from Bagshot, immediately after his 
Duel with Lord Talbot; and the other, 
written from his House, in ’ Great George 
Street, on the 19th December, 1763, to Dr. 
Brocklesby, subsequent to his Duel with 
Martin; may vie in Wit, Pleasantry, and 
Powers of Ridicule, with any Compositions 
in the English Language. His Letter, dated 
from “Paris, 22d October, 1764,” appeal¬ 
ing to the Electors of Aylesbury, against 
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the Treatment which he met with from both 
iftmses of Parliament, and from Lord Mans¬ 
field, challenges),equal Admiration. Lastly, 
his Address to the Duke of Grafton, written 
likewise from “ Paris, on the 12th of De- 
“ cember, 1766,” containing the animated 
Relation of his Arrest, followed by his Inter¬ 
view with the Earls of Egremont and Hali¬ 
fax, which took Place at the Residence of 
the former Nobleman in Piccadilly, now 
Cholmondeley House; can hardly be ex¬ 
ceeded in Energy, Severity, and Powers of 
Reasoning. They charm, perhaps as much 
as the Writings of “ Junius but, the Dif¬ 
ference between the two Productions cannot 
be mistaken by any Man who allows his 
Reason fair Play. Wilkes himself,? who in¬ 
stead of shrinking from the Avowal, on the 
contrary would have gladly assumed the 
Fame attending on it, at whatever personal 
Risk, always disclaimed any Title to such a 
Distinction. “ TJtinam scripsissem /” Would 
to Heaven I could have written them! was 
his Reply, when charged with being the Au¬ 
thor. 

Hugh Macauley Boyd, a Gentleman who 
accompanied or followed Lord Macartney 
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to Madras, in 1781, where he died a few 
Years afterwards; has been named, and his . 
Pretensions have been strongly maintained 
in Print, as well as in private Society. It 
has been attempted, both in his Case, and 
in that of Wilkes, to prove from Facts of 
various kinds, and Anecdotes, either true 
or imaginary; their respective Right to the 
Works o£ irt Junius.” But, I never could 
discover in the avowed Writings of Boyd, 
any Similarity, and still less any Equality, 
with the Letters of the unknown and im¬ 
mortal Person in Question. Nor would it 
seem, as far as we are able to judge, that 
Boyd had, or could have, Access to the In¬ 
formation profusely exhibited through al¬ 
most every Page of “ Junius,” and which 
very few Individuals were competent to at¬ 
tain. Boyd did not live in the Circle where 
alone such Materials were to be found, or to 
be collected. 

I have heard the Reverend Philip Rosen- 
hagen pointed out as “ Junius.” But the 
Opinion never, I believe, had many Sup¬ 
porters, nor did I ever regard it as entitled 
to serious Refutation. I knew him as an 
Acquaintance, between 1782 and 1785. He 
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appeared to me to be a plausible, well in¬ 
formed Man, imposing in his Manner, of a 
classic Mind, and agreeable Conversation; 
living much in the World, received on the 
most intimate footing at Shelburne House, 
and possessing very considerable Talents. 
There is, however, a wide Interval between 
such Abilities, however eminent, and those 
displayed by the Writer under Examination. 

A more probable, or at least, a better' 
concerted Story, confidently circulated at 
the Time, and which has been lately revived, 
was, that Mr. William Greatrakes , a Native 
of Ireland, who lived with the Earl of Shel¬ 
burne, and acted as his private Secretary, 
composed the Letters. The Materials were 
said to have been furnished by Lord Shel¬ 
burne, and worked up by his Secretary. It 
was added, that he died in August, 1781, at 
Hungerford in Berkshire, not very far from 
that Nobleman’s Seat, of Bow Wood; and 
lies buried in Hungerford Church-yard, with 
a plain Stone over his Remains, together 
with a short Inscription, terminated by the 
three Latin Words, 


Stat Nominis Umbra 
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the Motto, usually, or always prefixed to 
Junius’s Letters. 1 have never considered 
this Narration, however plausible it appears, 
as worthy of Credit, or as meriting Atten¬ 
tion. 

It has been recently attempted to prove 
that Glover , the distinguished Author of 
“ Leonidas,” was “ Junius;” and the Con¬ 
firmation of the Assertion has been sought, 
in the “ Memoirs of a celebrated Literary 
“ and Political Character,” lately published. 
But though every Line of those “Memoirs,” 
bespeaks the Writer to have possessed equal 
Ability and Integrity; living in a high Circle, 
himself a Member of the House of Commons 
during many "Years;—though the same ar¬ 
dent Spirit of Freedom which animates 
Glover as a Poet, is diffused over this Pro¬ 
duction ; and though various Passages in it, 
may seem to bear a Degree of Resemblance 
or Analogy to the animated Apostrophes of 
“ Junius ;”—yet, no Person who has perused 
attentively the Work in Question, can for an 
Instant persuade himself of the Identity of 
the two Men. If however these Grounds of 
Belief, drawn from the internal Evidence 
contained in the respective Compositions, 
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should fail in producing a decided Opinion, 
I can adduce better Proof. Mr. Glover- 
Son of the Author of “ Leonidas,” and 
whom to name, is sufficient to stamp the 
Authenticity of all that he asserts ; assured 
me only a short time ago, in answer to my 
Enquiries on the Subject, that “ he had not 
“ the least Reason to' suppose, or to believe, 
“ that his Father composed the Letters of 
“ Juniusan Admission far outweighing 
any real or fancied Similarity between those 
Writers. Still more recent Attempts have 
been made in Favor of a Foreigner, De 
Lolme; but, however speciously supported 
on some Points, they rest on no solid Foun¬ 
dation. 

During many Years bf my Life, notwith¬ 
standing the Severity with which Wedder- 
burn is treated by “ Junius,” I nourished a 
strong Belief, approaching to Conviction, 
that the late Earl of Rosslyn, then Mr. Wed- 
derburn, was himself the Author of those 
Letters. His Abilities were eminent, his Op¬ 
portunities of Information, great; and his 
political Connexions between January, 1769, 
and January, 1772, the two extreme Periods 
of the Appearance of the Compositions in 

VOL. II. h 
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Question, favour the Conjecture. Though 
Churchill calls Wedderburn, 

“ A pert, prim Prater of the Northern Race,” 

his Talents of every Kind entitled him to 
high Admiration; and he particularly pos¬ 
sessed the Legal, Jurisprudential, as well as 
Parliamentary Knowledge, lavishly exhibited 
in various Parts of “ Junius.” I have heard 
Men assert, who were entitled to Respect 
and Credit, that they had seen several of 
the Originals, in the Possession of Woodfall; 
and that they recognized the Hand-writing 
to be that of Mrs. Wedderburn, his first 
Wife, with which manual Character they 
were perfectly acquainted. If this Fact in¬ 
deed were to be admitted, it might seem 
decisive: but, such Assertions, however ap¬ 
parently well sustained, are frequently made 
on erroneous or mistaken Foundations. Per¬ 
haps I ought to add, that the Persons in 
Question, were Natives of Scotland; and 
national Vanity or Partiality might mislead 
their Judgment on such a Point. 

All Circumstances fully weighed, my own 
Conviction is, that the Letters of “ Junius” 
were written by the Right Honorable Wil - 
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liam Gerard Hamilton; commonly desig¬ 
nated by the Nick Name of “ Single Speech 
Hamilton,” from the Report, generally, 
though falsely circulated, that he never 
opened his Mouth more than once in the 
English Parliament. He was during many 
Years, Chancellor of the Exchequer in Ire¬ 
land, and likewise a Member of the British 
House of Commons, while I sat in it: but 
I had not the Honor of his Acquaintance; 
and my Opinion is founded on the general 
prevailing Sentiment of those Persons, who, 
from their Situation, Rank, and means of 
Information, are entitled to almost implicit 
Belief. Throughout the various Companies, 
in which, from 1775, down to the present 
Time, I have heard this mysterious Que.s 
tion agitated, the great Majority concurred 
in giving to Hamilton , the Merit of compo¬ 
sing the Letters under Examination. Vari¬ 
ous Noblemen or Gentlemen, who lived on 
Terms of intimate Friendship, and of almost 
daily Intercourse with him, during the Pe¬ 
riod of their Appearance or Publication ; in 
particular, Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, 
and the late Earl of Clermont; have pro¬ 
tested in my Hearing, that they traced or re¬ 
collected in Junius’s Letters, the “ ipsissima 
h 2 
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Verba” the precise Words and Expressions 
of Hamilton, which had recently fallen from 
his Lips in Conversation. His Pen is uni¬ 
versally admitted to have been most ele¬ 
gant, classical, correct and nervous. This 
Opinion, nevertheless, by no means amounts 
to Demonstration, or approaches to Cer¬ 
tainty ; and it is possible, that as the Secret 
has not been divulged from Authority, dur¬ 
ing the Lapse of so many Years, Posterity 
may never attain to any absolute Proof upon 
the Subject, and must rest satisfied with 
Conjecture. 

If “ Junius” could be supposed still alive, 
obvious Motives for his concealing himself, 
drawn from the strongest Principles of hu¬ 
man Action, will suggest themselves to 
every Man’s Mind. On the other Hand, if 
he be no more, what Reasons sufficiently 
powerful can be produced, to account for 
the voluntary Renunciation of that posthu¬ 
mous Fame, which after his Decease might 
have been reclaimed, without Apprehension 
of any injurious Consequences to himself? 
This Argument or Consideration, long in¬ 
duced me to suppose that “ Junius” must 
be living; and that his Death, whenever it 
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took Place, would infallibly remove the Veil 
which conceals his Name. On more ma¬ 
ture Reflection, nevertheless, very strong 
Causes for continuing to preserve his Incog¬ 
nito beyond the Grave, may present them¬ 
selves. If he left behind him lineal Repre¬ 
sentatives, he might dread exposing them to 
the hereditary Animosity of some of those, 
whom he designates as “ the worst, and 
“ the most powerful Men in this Country.” 
Even should he have left no Descendants, 
it is possible that he might dislike the Com¬ 
parison between his Actions and his Writ¬ 
ings, which must have been involuntarily 
made by Mankind. If, for instance, it would 
have been proved that he accepted an Office, 
a Pension, or a Peerage, from the Sovereign 
and the Minister whom he had recently ac¬ 
cused as Enemies to their Country, or as 
having betrayed its Interestswould not 
the moral Aversion or Contempt, excited to¬ 
wards his Memory by such a Disclosure, 
have overbalanced the Meed of literary 
Fame obtained from the Labors of his 
Pen ? Should we admit the Validity of this 
Reasoning, we shall be led to infer, that 
“ Junius” may remain as unknown to Post¬ 
erity, a Century hence, as he continues to 
be now in 1815. 
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' There is still another Circumstance appli¬ 
cable to the present Times, which did not 
exist when j Burnet, or JBulstrode , or Reresby , 
wrote their “Memoirs;” and which Fact 
must be supposed to have had its due Ope¬ 
ration on “ Junius.” Between 1660 and 
1714, a Period of little more than Fifty 
Years, three Families in Succession reigned 
over this Country: whereas from 1760, 
down to 1814, only one Prince has occu¬ 
pied the Throne, who still lives, though we 
lament that he no longer reigns. Under 
William the Third, who had expelled his 
Father-in-law, and who could not feel any 
Esteem for Charles the Second; “ Junius,” 
had he then flourished, and had levelled his 
Shafts against those Kings, might have un¬ 
masked, and boldly avowed his Writings. 
When the two Houses of Nassau, or of 
Stuart, no longer swayed the Sceptre, and 
when George the First was called to the 
Crown; the severest Attacks made on the 
preceding Sovereigns or Ministers, could 
have excited only a feeble Degree of Re¬ 
sentment, if they did not even give Rise to 
opposite Emotions. But, the Case is widely 
different with respect to “ Junius,” and 
might justly challenge from him another 
Line of Conduct. Not only the same Fa.- 
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mily, but the same Individual, remains, at 
least nominally, King. And that Indivi¬ 
dual, whatever Errors of Judgment he may 
have committed, or however unpopular he 
was, almost from the Period of his Acces¬ 
sion down to 1783, has been since that Time 
embalmed in the Affections of his People. I 
must leave the Degree of Solidity contained 
in these Observations, to the Decision of 
every Man’s Judgment, as elucidatory or 
explanatory of the Question respecting Ju¬ 
nius.”* 

In addition to so many domestic Causes 
which weakened the Veneration felt towards 
the King, two foreign Events had likewise 
occurred, productive of national Dissatisfac¬ 
tion. The first arose from the Line of Po¬ 
licy, or rather of Conduct, adopted by Great 
Britain relative to Corsica. That Island, 


* Since I wrote the preceding Observations, a Perusal 
of the Work lately published, denominated "The Iden¬ 
tity „of Junius with,a distinguished living Character esta¬ 
blished,” leaves little or no Doubt on my Mind, that those 
celebrated Productions are to be attributed to Sir Philip 
Francis. 
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which in later Times has attained a degree 
of odious Celebrity, by giving Birth to a 
Man, whose vast military Talents, and in¬ 
satiable Ambition, aided by the Progress of 
the French Revolution, enabled him to over¬ 
turn and to trample under his Feet, during 
many Years, the ancient System of Europe; 
was, after a long Series of Insurrections 
against the Genoese Government, ultimately 
transferred by Genoa to France. Choiseul, 
a Minister of an elevated Mind, and of am¬ 
bitious Designs; anxious to raise the French 
Name, as well as the Reputation of Louis 
the Fifteenth, from the State of Humiliation 
into which both were fallen by the ill Success 
of the preceding War; undertook, and at 
length effected, the Reduction of Corsica. 
It may however be justly questioned, whe¬ 
ther the Conquest has really augmented the 
Strength or Resources of France. But, the 
Generosity characteristic of the English Na¬ 
tion, the Sympathy felt towards a Race of 
brave, oppressed, and unfortunate Islanders, 
contending for Freedom; when added to the 
jealous Susceptibility natural to a State, 
always apprehensive of the Aggrandizement 
of its Rivalthese Feelings or political 
Opinions, produced a powerful Effect on 
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the public Mind. They were sustained by 
Publications, calculated to rouse the Counr 
try from its Apathy or Indifference to the 
Fate of Corsica. Pascal Paoli, Chief of the 
Insurgents, was depictured in them; as ano¬ 
ther Gustavus Vasa, or William Tell, strug¬ 
gling against Tyranny and Oppression: while 
the English Ministry, it was said, pusillani- 
mously looked on, regardless of the Event, 
and inattentive to so important an Accession 
of Power acquired by our natural Enemy. 


Scarcely had the Impression made by the 
French Conquest of Corsica, ceased to ope¬ 
rate, and sunk into a Degree of Oblivion, 
when another Occurrence awakened and 
exasperated the Nation, against the Spanish 
Branch of the House of Bourbon. The im¬ 
mediate Cause of this Dispute arose from 
the Possession taken of the Falkland Islands 
by England ; but, the Court of Madrid had 
always evaded or refused Payment of the 
Sum due for the Ransom of Manilla.. Never, 
perhaps, was any Object in itself, abstract¬ 
edly considered, less valuable, nor less wor¬ 
thy of public Attention, than the Falkland 
Islands: yet, the Manner in which Spain 
acted on the Occasion, displayed so much 



106 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1781 . 


Arrogance, as to compromise the Honor of 
the British Crown, and to demand a Repara¬ 
tion no less public than the Affront. The 
Islands in Question, situated in a most in¬ 
clement Latitude, in the other Hemisphere, 
not far removed from Cape Horn; abandon¬ 
ed by Nature to Seals and to wild Fowl; 
scarcely covered with a scanty Vegetation; 
could hardly merit from their intrinsic Con¬ 
sequence, commercial or political, that any 
Blood should be spilt in order to acquire, or 
to retain, their Possession. But, the jealous 
Policy with which the old Spanish Govern¬ 
ment always beheld even the slightest Ap¬ 
proach of any foreign Power towards that 
vast Continent of South America, over which, 
though they could neither colonize, nor sub¬ 
ject it, they nevertheless claimed a Domi¬ 
nion ; impelled the Court of Madrid to com¬ 
mence its Operations, in a Manner no less 
hostile, than insulting to us. An English 
Frigate was detained in the Harbour of Port 
Egmont, by Force. It must be owned, that 
the Vigor, or rather Audacity of such a Pro¬ 
ceeding, could scarcely have been exceeded 
by Cardinal Alberoni himself, when he pre¬ 
sided in the Spanish Counsels, under Philip 
the Fifth. The Act was indeed only con^ 
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mitted ostensibly by an Individual, Bucca- 
relli, who commanded the Forces of Charles 
the Third in that Quarter of the Globe: but 
the Government avowed, justified, arid sup¬ 
ported him. 

Lord North, on whom had recently de¬ 
volved the first Place in Administration; 
while he appeared deeply to feel the Indig¬ 
nity offered to his Sovereign, manifested like¬ 
wise a Disposition to resent it in the most 
effectual Manner. Neither the State of the 
English Navy, nor the Preparations made in 
our Ports for the immediate Equipment of a 
powerful Fleet, were said however to be such 
as the Exigency obviously demanded, and 
the public Honor unquestionably required. 
A mitigated Compromise, by which Spain, 
though she consented to cede the Possession 
of Falkland Islands to Great Britain, yet re¬ 
fused to admit or recognize our Right to 
them ; was, after long Discussions, accepted 
by Ministers. It prevented, a War, but it 
gave no general Satisfaction; more especially, 
as any Mention of the Manilla Ransom was 
studiously omitted in the Convention. As¬ 
suredly, the Moment seemed favorable to 
have imposed almost any Conditions on the 
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Spanish Crown. Louis the Fifteenth, sink¬ 
ing in Years, and still more sunk in the ge¬ 
neral Estimation of his Subjects; disgusted 
at the ill Success of the former War, and 
determined not to engage again in Hostilities 
against England; having dismissed the Duke 
de Choiseul from Office, and lost to every 
Sense of public Duty, or national Glory; 
would, it was well known, have disregarded 
“ the Family Compact,” and would have 
abandoned the other Branch of the House 
of Bourbon in the Contest. 

But, Lord North, who preferred pacific 
Measures; besides the ordinary Modes of 
Negotiation, had recourse to Expedients not 
usually adopted, in order to avert a Rupture. 
The late Sir William Gordon, whom I well 
knew, and who at that Time filled the Post 
of British Envoy at the Court of Brussels, 
was selected by Ministers, to undertake the 
Commission of preventing a War. For this 
Purpose, he received private Instructions to 
repair in the most secret, but, expeditious 
Manner, to Paris; and there to use every 
possible Exertion for prevailing on Louis the 
Fifteenth, and the new First Minister, the 
Duke d’Aguillon, to compel the Spanish 
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Court to accommodate the Points in Dis¬ 
pute. Gordon, who found in the French 
Sovereign and his Cabinet, the warmest Dis¬ 
position to preserve Peace, succeeded com¬ 
pletely in the Object of his Mission. He told 
me, that as a Recompense for his Service, 
he received from Lord North, a Pension of 
Three Hundred Pounds a Year; and from 
His Majesty, the further Sum of One Thou¬ 
sand Pounds, as a Present: but, the Con¬ 
vention by which Peace was made, excited 
universal Disapprobation; and afforded to 
the Pen of “Junius,” an Occasion which be 
did not lose, of pointing the public Censure 
with inconceivable Severity against the King 
himself personally, no less than against the 
Administration. 

Even after the Interval of four Years, which 
elapsed between the Termination of this Dis¬ 
pute, and the Commencement of the Ameri¬ 
can Rebellion; though the Nation enjoyed 
profound Peace, together with all the Ad¬ 
vantages of a flourishing Commerce, aug¬ 
menting Opulence, and progressive Prospe; 
rity, yet the Sovereign was by no means po¬ 
pular. New Sources of Discontent, and iim 
aginary or doubtful Subjects of Complaint* 
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were ingeniously discovered. Lord Bute 
had, indeed, disappeared from the Theatre 
of public Life; and the Princess Dowager 
of Wales, whose supposed Influence over 
her Son, rendered her always an Object of 
Attack, was no more. She expired in 1772, 
of a most painful Disease, which she sup¬ 
ported with uncommon Firmness. But, other 
Names and Figures succeeded to their pre¬ 
tended Influence behind the Curtain of State. 
Bradshaw , surnamed “ the Cream-coloured 
Parasite,” and Dysoii, gave place to the su¬ 
perior Ascendancy of Jenkinson , who was 
accused of directing, unseen, the Resolu¬ 
tions of the Cabinet, and of possessing the 
interior Secret, as well as Confidence, of the 
Crown. A Prince, distinguished by almost 
every domestic Virtue, animated by the 
noblest Intentions, and by the warmest Af¬ 
fection for his People; was represented as 
despotic, inflexible, vindictive, and disposed 
to govern by unconstitutional Means or En¬ 
gines. His very Pleasures, his Tastes, and 
his private Recreations, were traduced or 
satirized, as bearing the same Stamp and 
Impression. Poetry lent her Aid to expose 
these personal Weaknesses, if such they 
were, to public Animadversion or Ridicule. 



MEMOIRS. 


Ill 


1781.] 

The Heroic Epistle to Sir William Cham- 
“ bers,” (commonly, tho’ perhaps erroneous¬ 
ly attributed to one of the finest poetic Wri¬ 
ters of the Period, Mason;) rivalled “Ju¬ 
nius” in Delicacy of Invective, in its insult¬ 
ing Irony, and in the Severity of its Impu¬ 
tations. Such appeared to be the State of 
public Opinion, and such the Prejudices 
generally entertained against the' King, 
throughout the Nation, at the Period when, 
in the Summer of 1775, Hostilities began on 
the American Continent. 

That George the Third, from a very early 
Period of his Reign, had imbibed a deeply 
rooted Opinion of the parliamentary Right 
inherent in the Mother Country, to tax her 
American Colonies, and of the Practicabi¬ 
lity, or rather the Facility, of the Attempt, 
if made; no well-informed Man can entertain 
a Doubt. I have been assured by a Noble¬ 
man now alive, that as early as 1764, His 
Majesty, conversing with Mr. George Gren¬ 
ville, then First Minister, on the Subject of 
the Finances, which, after the Close of the^ 
triumphant “ Seven Years War,” demanded 
Economy, no less than Ability, to re-esta¬ 
blish; mentioned to him as one great pecu- 
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niary Resource, the Measure of taxing 
America. Mr. Grenville replied, that he 
had frequently revolved, and thoroughly 
considered the Proposition, which he be¬ 
lieved to be not only difficult, but, impracti¬ 
cable; and pregnant, if undertaken, with 
the most alarming Consequences to the So¬ 
vereign himself. These Apprehensions, far 
however from intimidating or discouraging 
the King, made no Impression on his Mind; 
and in a subsequent Conversation with the 
same Minister, His Majesty gave him plainly 
to understand, that if he wanted either 
Nerves or Inclination to make the Attempt, 
others could be found who were ready to 
undertake it. The Words produced their 
full Effect upon the Person to whom they 
were addressed; and Mr. Grenville pre¬ 
ferred endeavouring to realize the Experi¬ 
ment, however hazardous he might esteem 
it, rather than allow it to be committed to 
other Hands. It failed at that Time, but 
was revived ten Years later, with more se¬ 
rious national Results, under Lord North’s 
Administration. 

I have always considered the Principle 
upon wljich that War commenced, and pe- 
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culiarly as affecting the King, to have been 
not only defensible, but, meritorious. It was 
not a War of Prerogative, but, a Contest un¬ 
dertaken for maintaining the Right of Par¬ 
liament to impose Taxes on British America. 
If George the Third would have separated 
the Interests of his Crown, from those of the 
Legislature, he might have made advan¬ 
tageous Terms with his trans-Atlantic Sub¬ 
jects : but he disdained any Compromise by 
which he must have dissevered himself from 
his Parliament. Nor have I ever esteemed 
the political and military Conductors of the 
American Revolution, as other than suc¬ 
cessful Rebels of unquestionable Courage, 
Constancy, and Ability; whatever Eulo- 
giums were conferred on them in the House 
of Commons, by Fox and Burke. I well 
know that the Names of Franklin and of 
Washington, have been consecrated by a 
very numerous part of the Inhabitants of 
Great Britain. The former, if considered as 
a natural Philosopher, a Philanthropist, and 
a man of Genius, doubtless may lay claim 
to universal Esteem. Nor are the abstract, 
Pretensions of Washington less conspicuous, 
when contemplated as a General, and a 
Citizen of America. In both Capacities he 
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may rank with Cincinnatus, or with the 
younger Cato. But, in the Estimation of all 
who regard the parliamentary Supremacy of 
the Mother Country over Colonies, which 
had been not merely planted, but likewise 
preserved, by the Expenditure of British 
Blood and Treasure, as constituting an im¬ 
mutable Principle; a Sovereign who would 
not hare maintained that Supremacy, must 
have been unworthy of the Sceptre. 

The whole Life of William the Third, from 
his Attainment of Manhood, down to the 
last Moments of his Existence, was passed 
in a continual Struggle to preserve the Li¬ 
berties of his own Country, or those of Eng¬ 
land, against arbitrary Power. His Name 
will ever be connected with Constitutional 
Freedom, and as such, is cherished in our 
Remembrance. But, does any Person sup¬ 
pose, that if William had reigned over the 
British Isles, at the Period of the American 
Rebellion; whatever Love of Civil Liberty 
might animate him as a Man, he would on 
that Account have relinquished the Rights of 
his Parliament, and his Crown ? Or that He 
would have tamely acquiesced in the Refusal 
of his American Subjects, to contribute by 
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indirect Taxation, to the general Wants of 
the Empire? Those who venture to form 
such a Conclusion, must, as it seems to 
me, have very imperfectly studied the Cha¬ 
racter, or appreciated the Actions, of that 
illustrious Prince. 

The Wisdom and Policy of the American 
War, may perhaps appear more doubtful. 
The Attempt in the first instance to tax, 
and afterwards to reduce by Force, a vast 
Continent, separated from Great Britain by 
an immense Ocean, inhabited by a People 
who were- individually indebted many Mil¬ 
lions to the Mother Country, ardent for 
Emancipation, and sufficiently unanimous 
in their Resistance to the Parent State, to be 
able to call out into Action nearly all the 
Persons capable of bearing Arms;—such an 
Experiment, even if speculatively consider¬ 
ed, would doubtless have impressed any 
wise Statesman, as hazardous in itself, and 
of very uncertain Issue. In the Case before 
us, all these Impediments acquired addition¬ 
al Strength, from other concurring Circum¬ 
stances. A large Proportion of Society here 
at Home, regarded the American Rebellion 
with favorable Eyes, and secretly wished 
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Success to the Cause; because they dreaded 
lest the British Constitution itself would not 
long survive the Encrease of Power and 
Influence, that the Crown must necessarily 
derive from the Subjugation of the Colonies 
beyond the Atlantic. In both Houses of 
Parliament, a numerous, active, and en- 
creasing Party, openly maintained and justi¬ 
fied the Insurrection, rejoiced in their Tri¬ 
umphs, and reprobated in Theory, no less 
than in Practice, the Attempt to subjugate 
the revolted States' Even those who did 
not approve such political Principles, yet 
saw in the War, if it should prove unsuc¬ 
cessful, a means of overturning the Admi¬ 
nistration. 

The Inability of Great Britain to levy and 
to send from her own Population, a military 
Force sufficiently numerous for reducing to 
Obedience so many Provinces, extending 
from the Frontiers of Canada, to the Bor¬ 
ders of Florida; compelled the Govern, 
ment to obtain additional Troops, by Appli¬ 
cation to various of the German Powers. 
From the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel in par¬ 
ticular, who had married a Daughter of 
George the Second, many Thousands were 
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procured. These Stipendiaries, though per¬ 
haps not more justly Objects of moral or 
political Condemnation, than were the Swiss 
and Grison Regiments permanently retained 
in the Service of France, or the Scotch 
Corps then serving in the Pay of Holland ; 
yet encreased the popular Cry, and furnish¬ 
ed to the Opposition, Subjects of Obloquy, 
or of Declamation. That France must, 
sooner or later, interfere in Favor of the 
Americans, became likewise obvious; be¬ 
cause the French Ministry, listening only to 
the narrow Suggestions of national Rivality, 
did not, or would not perceive, that it could 
never be the wise Policy of a despotic Go¬ 
vernment, to aid the cause of Revolt, by 
sending Forces out of the Country, to imbibe 
Principles of Freedom and Resistance among 
Rebels. It is an unquestionable Fact, that 
the late unfortunate Louis the Sixteenth 
possessed Enlargement of Mind, and sound 
Discernment sufficient to feel this Truth. 
He even objected strongly to the Policy of 
detaching French Troops to the Assistance 
of Washington; and he was only overruled 
in his Opposition to the Measure, by his 
Deference for the Counsels of Maurepas 
and Vergennes. France has since dearly 



118 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1781 . 


paid, under Robespierre and Bonaparte, 
for her Deviation from the Dictates of Wis¬ 
dom, as well as of Magnanimity, in thus 
supporting Insurrection. 

It is however in the Conduct of that unfor¬ 
tunate Contest, that we must principally seek 
for the Cause of its ill Success. Near three 
Years elapsed from the Time of its Com¬ 
mencement, before the Court of Versailles 
ventured openly to interpose as an Enemy. 
But, the Howes appear to have been either 
lukewarm, or remiss, or negligent, or inca¬ 
pable. Lord North’s Selection of those two 
Commanders, for the Purpose of subjecting 
America, excited, at the Time, just Condem¬ 
nation ; however brave, able, or meritorious, 
they might individually be esteemed, as pro¬ 
fessional Men. Their Ardor in the Cause 
itself was doubted; and still more question¬ 
able was their Attachment to the Adminis¬ 
tration. Never, perhaps, in the History of 
modern War, has an Army, or a Fleet, been 
more profusely supplied with every Requi¬ 
site for brilliant and efficient Service, than 
Were the Troops and Ships sent out by Lord 
North’s Cabinet in 1776, across the Atlantic. 
But, the Efforts abroad, did not correspond 
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with the Exertions made at home. The 
Energy and Activity of a Wellington never 
animated that torpid Mass. Neither Vigi¬ 
lance, Enterprize, nor Co-operation, charac¬ 
terized the Campaigns of 1776, and 1777. 
Dissipation, Play, and Relaxation of Disci¬ 
pline, found their way into the British 
Camp. New York became another Capua, 
though the Genius and Resources of Han¬ 
nibal, were not displayed by Sir William 
Howe. The Defeat at Trenton, which was 
critically unfortunate, rescued the Congress 
from the lowest State of Depression. After 
Burgoyne’s Surrender at Saratoga, little ra¬ 
tional Probability of Success remained; and 
when Clinton succeeded to the Command of 
the Army at New York, by the Recall of 
Sir William Howe, the French were on the 
point of declaring in Favor of the Americans. 
The Loyalty and Courage of Sir Henry Clin¬ 
ton were besides more distinguished, than 
were his military Talents. Even the British 
Troops, engaged in a species of Civil War, 
did not manifest the same Eagerness or Ala¬ 
crity, as when opposed to a foreign Enemy, 
though they displayed in every Engagement, 
their accustomed Steadiness and Valor. The 
Service itself, from the Nature of the Coun- 
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try, became severe, painful, and discouraging. 
Lakes, Swamps, Morasses, and almost im¬ 
penetrable Forests, presented at every Step, 
Obstacles not easily overcome by the bravest 
Soldiers. And though the Scene of Hosti¬ 
lities was successively shifted, from Boston 
to New r York; thence to the Banks of the 
Chesapeake and the Delaware; finally, to 
the Southern and Central Provinces of Caro¬ 
lina and Virginia; yet the Results, however 
promising they might be at the Commence¬ 
ment, proved always ultimately abortive. 
We have recently witnessed similar Conse¬ 
quences flowing from nearly the same Causes, 
during the Progress of our second Contest 
with America. 

At Home, a gradual and encreasing Dis¬ 
content overspread the Kingdom, pervaded 
all Classes, and seemed to menace the Ad¬ 
ministration with the Effects of popular, or 
national Resentment. The Navy, divided 
into Parties, no longer blocked the Enemy’s 
Ports, or carried Victory wherever it ap¬ 
peared, as it had done in the Commencement 
of His Majesty’s Reign. Our distant Pos¬ 
sessions, unprotected by superior Fleets, fell 
into the Hands of France or Spain. Even 
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our Commerce was intercepted, captured, 
and greatly diminished. Each Year seemed 
to produce new foreign Adversaries, and to 
augment the public Embarrassments or Dis¬ 
tress. Ministers who were neither vigorous, 
nor fortunate, nor popular, holding even their 
Offices by a precarious Tenure, inspired no 
Confidence in their Measures. The Oppo¬ 
sition, though diminished by the Exertions 
which Government had made to secure a 
Majority in the Lower House, on the Con¬ 
vocation of a new Parliament; was nume¬ 
rous, confident, able, and indefatigable. They 
saw, or believed they saw, the Object of 
their Grasp, at no great Distance. Futurity 
presented to all Men, a most discouraging 
Prospect; and Peace appeared to be not 
only distant, but unattainable, except by 
such Sacrifices of national Revenue, Terri¬ 
tory, and Honor, as could not be contem¬ 
plated without a Degree of Dismay. Ame¬ 
rica might be considered as lost to Great 
Britain; while our Possessions in the East 
Indies seemed to be menaced with total Sub¬ 
version. Those who remember the Period 
to which I allude, will not think the Colors 
of this Description, either heightened, or 
overcharged. At no Moment of the Revolu- 
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tionary War which we almost unintermit- 
tingly sustained against the French, from 
1793 to 1814 ; neither in 1797 , during the 
Mutiny in the Navy; nor in 1799 , after the 
unsuccessful Expedition to the Helder; nor 
in 1805 , subsequent to the Battle of Auster- 
litz; nor in 1806 , when the Prussian Mo¬ 
narchy fell at Aiierstadt; nor in 1807 , at the 
Peace of Tilsit; nor when Sir John Moore 
was compelled, early in 1809 , to re-embark 
at Corunna, and the whole Pyrenean Penin¬ 
sula seemed to lie prostrate at the Feet of 
its Corsican Master;—though each of these 
iEras unquestionably presents Images of 
great national Depression, did a deeper De¬ 
spondency prevail among all Ranks of So¬ 
ciety, than existed towards the Close of the 
American Contest, as the Administration of 
Lord North drew to its Termination. 

In the midst of so universal a Dejection, 
the King remained altogether unmoved. Nei¬ 
ther Defeats, nor Difficulties, nor the Num¬ 
ber of his foreign Enemies, nor domestic 
Opposition, unhinged his Mind, or shook his 
Resolution. Convinced that he could not 
abandon the Struggle in which he was en¬ 
gaged, however arduous or doubtful might 
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be the Result, without renouncing his own 
Birth-right, the Interests of his Crown, the 
Supremacy of Parliament, and the best Por¬ 
tion of the British Empire; he never vacil¬ 
lated, nor shew ed for a single Moment, any 
Disposition to dismiss his Ministers. What¬ 
ever Irresolution, Difference of Opinion, or 
Apprehension, might pervade the Cabinet 
itself, at certain Moments, none of these 
Sentiments agitated the Sovereign. He only 
desired to abide the Issue, and to maintain 
the Contest. It is perhaps for Posterity to 
decide on the Degree of Approbation or of 
Blame, political and moral, which such a 
Character and Conduct, under such Circum¬ 
stances, may justly challenge: but, even if we 
should incline to censure, or to condemn, we 
cannot help in some Measure respecting and 
admiring it. As however, his Majesty’s Opi¬ 
nions and Wishes were universally known 
or understood throughout the Country, a 
proportionate Degree of Unpopularity fell 
personally on him; and he was regarded as 
the vital Principle which animated, sustained, 
and propelled, the Administration. When 
we consider this Fact, in Addition to all the 
preceding Statements given of his Measures 
since he acceded to the Throne; we shall no 
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longer wonder, that in Defiance of so many 
Claims to the affectionate Veneration of his 
People, he was nevertheless, at this Period 
of his Reign, by no Means an Object of 
general Partiality or Attachment. 

Lord North, who had already occupied 
the Posts of first Lord of the Treasury, and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, during eleven 
Years, was then in the full. Vigor of his 
Faculties, having nearly accomplished the 
Forty-ninth Year of his Age. His Head and 
Face exceedingly reminded the Beholder, 
of the Portraits of Pope Leo the Tenth. In 
his Person he was of the middle size, heavy, 
large, and much inclined to Corpulency. 
There appeared in the Cast and Formation 
of his Countenance, nay even in his Manner, 
so strong a Resemblance to the Royal Family 
of England, that it was difficult not to per¬ 
ceive it. Like them, he had a fair Com¬ 
plexion, regular Features,. light Hair, with 
bushy Eyebrows, and grey Eyes, rather pro¬ 
minent in his, Head. His Face might be in¬ 
deed esteemed a Caricature of the King; and 
those who remembered the Intimacy which 
subsisted between Frederic, the late Prince of 
Wales, and the Earl, as well as Countess of 
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Guildford, Lord North’s Father and Mother; 
a Circumstance to which Allusion has al¬ 
ready been made; found no Difficulty in ac¬ 
counting, though perhaps very unjustly, for 
that Similarity. He possessed an Advantage, 
considered in his ministerial Capacity, which 
neither of his two immediate Predecessors, 
the Marquis of Rockingham, or the Duke of 
Grafton, could boast; and, in which, his 
three immediate Successors in Office, Lord 
Rockingham, Lord Shelburne, and the Duke 
of Portland, were equally deficient. I mean, 
that being, not a Member of the House of 
Peers, but a Commoner, he had attained in 
the Course of Years, that intimate Know¬ 
ledge of the lower House, its Formation, 
Composition, and the Modes of conducting 
or influencing it as a Body, which nothing 
can confer, except long Habits of Debate, 
and the Necessity of daily personal Attend¬ 
ance. His natural Affability rendered him 
besides so accessible, and the Communica¬ 
tiveness of his Temper inclined him so much 
to Conversation, that every Member of the 
House found a Facility in becoming known 
to him. Never indeed was a first Minister 
less intrenched within the Forms of his offi¬ 
cial Situation. He seemed on the contrary, 
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always happy to throw aside his public Cha¬ 
racter, and to relapse into an Individual. 


His Tongue being rather too large for his 
Mouth, rendered his Articulation somewhat 
thick, though not at all indistinct. It is to 
this Peculiarity or Defect in his Enuncia¬ 
tion, that “ Junius” alludes in one of his 
Letters, written in January, 1770 , when he 
says, after mentioning the Duke of Grafton’s 
Resignation, “ The Palm of Ministerial 
“ Firmness is now transferred to Lord North. 
“ He tells us so, himself, with the Plenitude 
“ of the Ore rotundo” He did not however 
bedew his Hearers while addressing his Dis¬ 
course to them, as Burnet tells us, the Duke 
of Lauderdale, so well known under Charles 
the Second’s Reign, always did, in conse¬ 
quence of the faulty Conformation of his 
Tongue. In Parliament, the Deficiency of 
Lord North’s Sight, was productive to him 
of many Inconveniences. For, even at the 
Distance of a few Feet, he saw very imper¬ 
fectly; and across the House, he was unable 
to distinguish Persons with any Degree of 
Certainty or Accuracy. In speaking, walk¬ 
ing, and every Motion, it is not enough to 
say that he wanted Grace; he was to the last 
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degree awkward. It can hardly obtain Be¬ 
lief, that in a full House of Commons, he 
took off on the Point of his Sword, the Wig 
of Mr. Welbore Ellis, and carried it a.con¬ 
siderable Way across the Floor, without 
ever suspecting, or perceiving it. The Fact 
happened in this Manner. Mr. Ellis, who 
was then Treasurer of the Navy, and well 
advanced towards his Seventieth Year, al¬ 
ways sat at the lowest Corner of the Trea¬ 
sury Bench, a few Feet removed from Lord 
North. The latter having Occasion to go 
down the House, previously laid his Hand 
on his Sword, holding the Chafe of the Scab¬ 
bard forward, nearly in a horizontal Direc¬ 
tion. Mr. Ellis stooping at the same In¬ 
stant that the First Minister rose, the Point 
of the Scabbard came exactly in contact 
with the Treasurer of the Navy’s Wig, which 
it completely took off, and bore away. The 
Accident, however ludicrous, was wholly 
unseen by Lord North, who received the 
first Intimation of it, from the involuntary 
Bursts of Laughter that it occasioned in 
every Quarter of the House. Mr. Ellis, how¬ 
ever, without altering a Muscle of his Coun¬ 
tenance, and preserving the most perfect 
Gravity in the midst of the general Convul- 
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sion; having received back his Wig, re-ad¬ 
justed it to his Head, and waited patiently 
till the House had recovered from the Effect 
of so extraordinary, as well as ridiculous an 
Occurrence. 

In addition to his Defect of Sight, Lord 
North was subject likewise to a constitu¬ 
tional Somnolency, which neither the ani¬ 
mated Declamations of Fox, nor the pathetic 
Invocations of Burke, nor the hoarse Me¬ 
naces of Barre, could always prevent. It at¬ 
tacked him even on the Treasury Bench, 
sometimes with irresistible Force. Nor was 
be altogether exempt from its Influence when 
in private Society. Having called on a 
Lady of Condition, one Evening, the Charms 
of whose Person and Conversation were uni¬ 
versally acknowledged at the Time of which 
I am writing, but, whom I forbear to name, 
he found her engaged in a violent Alterca¬ 
tion with her Sister-in-law. Lord North, 
,with his characteristic good Humor, at¬ 
tempted to interpose his Mediation, and to 
accommodate the Quarrel: but, he found this 
Negotiation more difficult than that of the, 
Falkland Islands, and they were not to be 
pacified without recurring to legal Assist- 
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ance. He consented therefore to wait, till 
the Lady of the House should return from 
her Solicitor’s Chambers in Lincoln’s Inn, 
which she promised to do without Delay. 
Seating himself in an Arm-chair before the 
Fire, he soon fell into a profound Sleep, 
from which he was not awakened by the 
Entrance of one of the Maid Servants; who 
seeing a corpulent Man, with a blue Ribband 
across his Breast, asleep in her Mistress’s 
Drawing Room, and being unacquainted 
with the first Minister’s Person, ran down 
into the Kitchen, to give the Alarm. Yet in 
Defiance of all these physical Infirmities, 
whenever he rose to reply in the House of. 
Commons, he displayed no want of Recol¬ 
lection, Presence of Mind, or Accuracy. He 
seldom, or never, took Notes; trusting to 
his Memory for retaining the principal Facts 
which occurred during the preceding Dis¬ 
cussion. Sir Grey Cooper, however, who 
commonly sat on his left Hand, supplied on 
particular Occasions, that Deficiency. 

Lord North was powerful, able, and fluent 
in Debate; sometimes repelling the Charges 
made against him, with solid Argument; but, 
still more frequently eluding or blunting the 
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Weapons of his Antagonists, by the Force of 
Wit and Humour. Fox, conscious of the 
first Minister’s Superiority in exciting a 
Laugh, and irritated at being often the Ob¬ 
ject of his Talent for Ridicule, more than 
once endeavoured to silence Him by Seve¬ 
rity of Animadversion. 1 remember, soon 
after I came into Parliament, towards the 
Close of 1780, during the Debate which 
arose upon Sir Hugh Palliser’s Nomination 
to the Government of Greenwich Hospital; 
Lord North having exhibited his Talents 
iii that Line of Defence, Fox exclaimed, 
“ There may be Ingenuity, and there doubt- 
“ less is Wit in the noble Lord’s Reply, but 
“ there is no Judgment. A Joke constitutes 
“ a poor Consolation for so many gallant 
“ Admirals as have been forced out of the 
“ Service. Tlie prime Minister is satisfied 
“' i f 8 lie n car? 9 6iil) ? raise a 1 ' Laugh’.' 1 u He Hopes 
“ that if the Oppo&ers of his Measures can- 
“ not approve his Reasoning, they may still 
“ be compelled to say, c O quam belle con ? 
“ cionarisV ” Mr. Thomas Townsend, al¬ 
luding about the same Time, in the House 
of Commons, to Lord North’s unequalled 
Powers of that Nature; expressed his As t(£ 
nishment at tlie Facility -with which, while 

A ■ .1 > . JlO '/ 



1781 .] 


MEMOIRS; 


131 


the Empire was convulsed in every Quarter, 
the first Lord of the Treasury could summon 
to his Aid, all the Weapons of Wit and Le¬ 
vity. “ Happen what will,” said he, “ the 
“ noble Lord is ready with his Joke. Amidst 
V the Calamities of the War, and the Ruin 
“ of the Country, while the State of public 
“ Affairs renders every other Person serious, 
“ he is prepared to treat Events the most 
“ distressing, as Subjects of Merriment* of 
“ Gaiety, and of Repartee ! Such, is his lux- 
“uriant Fancy, and sportive Elasticity ^of 
“ Character.” These Observations, however 
acrimonious* were not destitute of Truth; 
but it was impossible to resist the Effect of 
Lord North’s Talents for Ridicule. They 
never forsook him ; not even on the Night of 
the seventh of June, 1780, when London was 
blazing found him; nor on the 18th of 
March, 1782, only forty-eight Hours before 
he resigned, when he jested in the House of 
Commons, on the Tax which he meant to 
impose upon Hair-dressers:—such was the 
Formation of his Mind. Sir Thomas More, 
Chancellor under Henry the Eighth, one of 
the greatest, wisest, and most virtuous Mini¬ 
sters that England ever saw,. displayed the 
same Facetiousness throughout every Stage 
k 2 . 
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of his Life, and exhibited it even on the 
Scaffold, during his last Moments. 


Lord North rarely rose to Sublimity, 
though he possessed vast Facility and Com¬ 
mand of Language. If necessary, he could 
speak for a long Time, apparently with 
great Pathos, and yet disclose no impor¬ 
tant Fact, nor reveal any Secret. I have 
heard Fox himself, while inveighing in the 
strongest Manner against Lord North, yet 
bear a sort of reluctant Testimony to his 
Ability in this Respect. When the Subject 
of opening a Treaty with the American Co¬ 
lonies, was agitated in the House of Com¬ 
mons, towards the Conclusion of the Ses¬ 
sion of 1781; the first Minister having op¬ 
posed on general Grounds, the Motion then 
brought forward by Opposition, Fox, in the 
Course of a long and very animated Speech, 
observed, “ The noble Lord prefers speak- 
“ ing indefinitely on the present Question. 
“ It is frequently, inconvenient for him to 
“ answer directly to Matters of Fact, and he 
“ therefore amuses Parliament with general 
“ Ideas or Propositions. For, there exists 
“ not within these Walls, nor in the King- 
“ dom, a more complete Master of Language 
“ than the Chancellor of the Exchequer, nor 
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“ one who can more plausibly discourse on 
“ any Subject.”. The Sincerity, as well as 
the Justice of this Recognition, could admit 
of no Dispute. Then adverting to Lord. 
George Germain’s well known fair or un¬ 
guarded Mode of Expression, Fox added, 
“ The noble Lord who sits near the first 
“ Lord of the Treasury, is less accustomed 
“ to entertain his Audience with general 
“ Speeches, and commonly comes directly 
“ to the Fact.” An unalterable Suavity and 
Equality of Temper, which was natural to 
Lord North, enabled him to sustain, un¬ 
moved, the bitter Sarcasms and severe Ac¬ 
cusations, levelled at him from the Opposi¬ 
tion Benches. They always seemed to sink 
into him, like a Cannon Ball into a Wool 
Sack. Sometimes, the coarse Invectives of 
Alderman Sawbridge, or the fiery Sallies of 
George Byng, roused him from his seeming 
Apathy; and effected the Object, which the 
delicate Irony, or laboured Attacks of more 
able Adversaries, had failed to produce. 
Once, and only once, during the Time that I 
sat in Parliament, I witnessed his rising to 
a Pitch of the most generous Indignation. 
Barre attracted this Storm on himself, by 
the Reproaches which he made the first 
Minister, for oppressing the People with 
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Taxes; or as he coarsely termed it, “ scourg- 
“ ing them to the last Drop of their Blood 
Reproaches, equally uncalled for by the Oc¬ 
casion, as they were delivered with insulting 
Asperity of Language. 

The Incident happened after the Close of 
that memorable Debate, when General Con¬ 
way, on the 22d of February, 1782, may be 
said to have terminated the American War; 
Administration only carrying the Question by 
a single Vote. Lord North alluding tb this 
recent Triumph of the Opposition, said in 
Reply to Barre, that “ he presumed the Di- 
“ vision of that Evening, had inflamed the Co- 
“ lonel’s Valour to such intemperate AbuSb,” 
which he qualified with the Epithets of “ in- 
“ solent and brutal.” I scarcely ever recollect 
a Scene of greater Tumult and general Dis¬ 
order, than took Place on his pronouncing 
the above Words. The First Minister had 
Time during the Uproar and Cries of Order, 
to recollect himself; and as sOon as Silence 
was in some Measure restored, he apblor 
gized to the House for his Indiscretion; ad¬ 
ding in a Manner the most good humoured, 
“ To be sure, Mr. Speaker, it was wrong in 
“ me, who have been so long accustomed to 
^•Parliamentary Abuse, to be irritated at 
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“ any Expressions. I can bear, I believe, 
“ as much as any Man; and I am persuaded, 
“ the House will give me Credit, when I re- 
“ peat that I support Abuse as patiently as 
“ any Individual/’ Several of the Opposi¬ 
tion Members, among whom were Colonel 
Barry’s Colleague, Dunning, and Mr. Wil¬ 
liam Pitt; insisting that a personal Excuse 
or Apology was due to Barre himself, as 
well as to the House, Lord North submitted 
to the expressed Pleasure of the Assembly. 
But, the Colonel, “ cui Lumen adempium ,” 
by no means manifested the same Suavity 
and Complacency in accepting, which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had exhibited 
in making, the required Apology. Getting up, 
he began a Speech of considerable Length, 
by observing that “ though he in general 
“ differed upon political Points with the 
“ noble Lord, and despised him as a Mini- 
-m ster, yet as a private Gentleman, he esteem- 
“ ed Lord North.” He then proceeded to 
demonstrate that every Member possessed a 
Right to use with Impunity, the most severe 
Epithets, towards a public Functionary, the 
Servant of the State, though that Right was 
not reciprocal. He would even have again 
recapitulated the Particulars of the whole 
Transaction, if Cornwall had not very pro- 
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perly interposed from the Chair, and imposed 
Silence on him. Thus terminated the Bu¬ 
siness. Pitt did not then foresee that a Day 
would arrive, when he should stand precisely 
in the Predicament of Lord North. No 
doubt, Pitt and Tierney, when they met on 
Putney Common in 1798, exchanged Shots 
for less Provocation: but, a Duel between 
Lord North and Barre, would have excited 
a sort of Ridicule; the former seeing very 
imperfectly with both Eyes, and the latter 
possessing only one defective Eye. Besides, 
the Emotions of Anger and Resentment ap¬ 
peared to be foreign to Lord North’s Na¬ 
ture, and as if only put on occasionally in 
Order to serve a particular Purpose. He was 
indeed incapable of retaining Enmity, though 
he felt, and sometimes expressed Contempt 
for those Individuals, who abandoned him 
from mean and mercenary Motives. The 
best Proof of his Placability was exhir 
bited by himself, several Years afterwards, 
accompanied with that Wit and Pleasantry 
which characterized him on every Occasion. 
Barre and he meeting on the Pantiles at 
Tunbridge Wells, where great Civilities took 
Place between them ; “ Colonel,” said Lord 
North, “ notwithstanding all that may have 
passed formerly in Parliament, when we were 
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on different Sides, I am persuaded that there 
are not two Men in the Kingdom, who would 
now be more happy to see each other.” They 
were both at that Time totally deprived of 
Sight, and led about by their Attendants. 

Baited, harassed, and worried as he al¬ 
ways was in Parliament, during the latter 
Years of his Administration, he never mani¬ 
fested any Impatience for the Termination of 
the Session : on the contrary, Doubts were 
entertained among those Persons who knew 
him best, whether he did not derive a Grati¬ 
fication from keeping the House of Commons 
sitting. That Assembly presented in facta 
Theatre on which he acted the first Person¬ 
age, where he attracted almost all Attention, 
and where his Abilities rendered him hardly 
less conspicuous, than his Ministerial Situa¬ 
tion. In opening the Budget, he was esteem¬ 
ed peculiarly lucid, clear, and able. On 
that Account it constituted a Day of Tri¬ 
umph to his Friends and Supporters, who 
exulted in the Talent which he displayed, 
whenever he exhibited the State of the na¬ 
tional Finances, or imposed new pecuniary 
Burthens. I was twice present at his Per¬ 
formance of this arduous Task; first, in 
1781, and afterwards, in the following Year, 
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when he executed it for the last Time. Each 
Performance appeared to me, very deserving 
of the Encomiums lavished on it; and if 
compared with the incapable Manner in 
which the Budget was opened by his Suc¬ 
cessor, Lord John Cavendish, when he was 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1783, I still 
continue of the same Opinion. But, Lord 
North could sustain no Competition with 
the late Mr. Pitt, who on those, as on all 
other Occasions, manifested a Perspicuity, 
Eloquence, Recollection, and Talent* T alto¬ 
gether wonderful; which carried the Au¬ 
dience along with him in every Arithmetical 
Statement, left no Calculation obscure or 
ambiguous, and impressed the House, at its 
Close, with,tumultuous Admiration. 

Lord North could descend without Effort, 
I might say, with Ease and Dignity, from 
the highest Offices of his public Situation in 
the House of Commons, to the lowest Du¬ 
ties of a private Member. In the Spring of 
the. Year 1781, when “ the Secret Com- 
“ mittee for enquiring into the Causes of 
“ the War in the Carnatic,” was appointed 
by Ballot, I was named one of the Scru¬ 
tineers, to examine the Names of the Per¬ 
sons chosen to compose it. The House 
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being about to break up, we were standing- 
round the Table, when some Voices called 
out the Name of Lord North for a Scruti¬ 
neer. Far from declining to engage in such 
an Occupation, which he might easily have 
done, on account of his Official Business 
and Employments; he instantly repaired 
with the Members nominated, to one of the 
Committee Rooms. We sat till a late Hour 
before the Scrutiny was finished, and dined 
together up Stairs. And if he made the 
worst Scrutineer, he was certainly the plea¬ 
santest and best Companion, during the 
whole Time. He possessed a classic Mind, 
full of Information, and always enlivened by 
Wit, as well as sweetened by good Humour. 
When young, he had travelled Over a con¬ 
siderable' Part of Europe, arid he knew the 
Coritinertt well: he spoke French with Fa¬ 
cility, arid was equally versed in the great 
Writirigs of Antiquity. It was impossible 
to experience Dullness in his Society. Even 
during the last Years of his Life; when 
nearly or totally blind, and labouring under 
many Infirmities; yet his Equanimity of 
Temper never forsook him, nor even his 
Gaiety, and Powers of Conversation. I have 
frequently seen him display the utmost 
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Chearfulness, under those Circumstances so 
trying to human Nature. 


As a Statesman, his Enemies charged him 
with Irresolution: but he might rather be 
taxed with Indolence and Procrastination, 
than with want of Decision. He naturally 
loved to postpone, though when it became 
necessary to resolve, he could abide firmly 
by his Determination. Never had any Mb 
nister purer Hands, nor manifested less Ra¬ 
pacity. In fact, he amassed no Wealth, 
after an Administration of twelve Years. 
When he quitted Office, his Circumstances 
were by no means Opulent, and he had 
a numerous Family. I well remember that 
when Powis accused Him, (in the Course of 
that memorable Speech which made so deep 
an Impression on the House, pronounced 
in December, 1781;) of Insensibility to the 
Calamities of the Country, and of clinging 
to Employment, from unworthy Motives of 
an interested or pecuniary Nature ; Lord 
North repelled the Imputation with the 
Calmness and Dignity of conscious Inte¬ 
grity. “ I do not desire,” said he, “ to 
“ make any affected Display of my personal 
“ Purity or Disinterestedness, f will howr 
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“ ever declare, that with Respect to my In- 
“ come, I would most cheerfully give it 
“ all; not only the Part which I derive from 
“ the public Purse, but, my own private 
“ Fortune, if I could thereby accelerate 
“ an honorable, speedy, and advantageous 
“ Peace!” There was not, 1 believe, a Man 
on the opposite Side of the House, without 
even excepting George Byng or Sawbridge, 
though both were bitter Enemies to the 
Minister, who doubted either his Sincerity 
or his Veracity. His Adversaries reproached 
him likewise, that though incapable of per¬ 
sonally descending to unworthy Means of 
enriching himself, he allowed Peculations or 
Abuses to be practised by those employed 
under him. Sawbridge, when speaking in his 
Place, as a Member of Parliament, alluding 
to this Accusation, exclaimed with Cato, 

“ Curse on his Virtues, they’ve undone his Country!” 

A similar Charge was made against the 
late Mr. Pitt, who, after having been first 
Minister during' almost his whole Life, left 
only Debts behind him. But it never 
entered into any Man’s Mind, however ini¬ 
mical he might be, to accuse either Lord 
North or Mr. Pitt, of making undue Pur¬ 
chases in the public Funds, or of turn- 
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ing their Ministerial Information to private 
Purposes of pecuniary Emolument. They 
were known to be upright and disinterested. 
The great Defect of Lord North’s Govern¬ 
ment arose from the Easiness of his natural 
Temper, which sometimes perhaps induced 
him to adopt, or to defend Measures, that 
had not always the Sanction of his Judg¬ 
ment. Another, and perhaps a greater Evil, 
arising from his Facility and Want of Energy, 
was, that he did not, like the great. Earl.of 
Chatham, sufficiently coerce the other Mem¬ 
bers of the Cabinet; each of whom, under 
Lord North, might be. said to form a sort 
of independent Department. They were in 
fact, rather his Co-equals, than his Subor¬ 
dinates, as they ought to have been ; and the 
public Service often suffered, as 1 well 
know, from their Want of Union, or from 
their clashing Interests, and private Animo¬ 
sities. Dundas himself, while making the 
Panegyric of liis Friend the first Minister, 
yet avowed this constitutional Defect in his 
Formation of Mind. It happened on the 
12th of December, 1781, during one of the 
Debates in the House of Commons previous 
to the Termination of the American War. 
“The noble Lord in the blue Ribband,” 
said Duudas, “ is actuated in all his Mea- 
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“ sures, by the most disinterested Zeal for 
“ his Country. He wants only one Quality 
“ to render Him a great and distinguished 
“ Statesman; I mean, a m6re despotic and 
“ commanding Temper .” Burke affected to 
treat with contemptuous Ridicule, these 
Eulogiums of the Lord Advocate on the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. “ The Splen- 
“ dor of the noble Lord’s public Character 

and Administration;” observed He, “ can 
“ only be equalled by the Sincerity of the 
“ learned Lord’s Praises.” But, whatever 
Motives might be imputed to Dun das, the 
Fact was indisputable. Lord North excited 
Affection, as well as Respect; and awakened 
Admiration at his Variety of Talents and 
Attainments, But, he knew not how to 
inspire Terror, like the first Mr. Pitt; of 
whom Wilkes‘Sa^s;’ that <“ the keen Light- 
“ nings of his Eye spoke the haughty, fiery 
“ Soul, before his Lips had pronounced a 
“ Syllable:” Even his Son, the late first 
Minister, though He wanted the Features df 
the Father, inherited no inconsiderable Por¬ 
tion of “ the Lightnings of his Eye.” 
BUODMMO'/ ,i!i*hj/ 3 bio.J iiitr » >1 ).f"a 

Want of political Courage cannot be justly 
attributed to Loid North. If we reflect 
that his Administration equalled in Dura- 
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tion, the aggregate Period occupied by the 
five preceding Ministers, namely, Mr. Pitt, 
Lord Bute, Mr. Grenville, Lord Rocking¬ 
ham, and-the Duke of Graftonand if we 
consider how critical, as well as perilous, 
were the Times, particularly during the Re¬ 
verses of. the American War, and through¬ 
out the Riots of June, 1780, which last Con¬ 
vulsions might have appalled the stoutest 
Mind; we shall not refuse him a just Claim 
to the Praise of ministerial Firmness. Even 
his ultimate Resignation in 1782, I am con¬ 
vinced, arose more from Disgust and Wea¬ 
riness, added to Despair, than from personal 
Fear, or from any Defect of Neryes. How 
well aware he was of the precarious Tenure 
by which he held his Power during the four 
or five last Years of the American War, and 
how suddenly he might be compelled to 
quit his official Residence in Downing Street, 
may be inferred from a single Circumstance. 
He had a House at the South East Angle of 
Grosvenor Square, which from its Situation 
in so elegant and fashionable a Quarter of 
the Town, would easily have found a perma¬ 
nent Tenant. But, Lord North, conscious 
on how frail a Basis his Administration re¬ 
posed, would never let it for a longer Period 
than one Year. In Consequence of this 
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Principle, it annually changed its Posses¬ 
sors ; and being frequently taken by newly 
married Couples, it obtained the Name of 
Honey Moon Hall. To the House of which 
I speak, Lord North repaired at the Termi¬ 
nation of his Ministry, and continued to 
reside in it while inhabiting London, down 
to the Time of his Decease in 1792. I 
have often paid my Respects to him there of 
Evenings, between his last Dismission from 
Employment in December, 1783, and the 
Close of his Life; never without Sentiments 
of Admiration and Respect Though not 
unguarded in private Conversation, or in 
Debate, he was careless in many Respects, 
to a Degree hardly credible. 1 have heard 
a Member, of his Cabinet say, that it was 
dangerous to trust him with State Papers, 
which he perpetually mislaid or forgot. A 
Letter of the first political Importance, ad¬ 
dressed to him by the King, which he had 
lost; after a long Search, was found lying 
wide open in the Water-closet. A strong and 
mutual Affection subsisted between His 
Majesty and him, as was natural, after the 
many heavy Storms that they had weathered 
together, for so many Years. This Attach¬ 
ment on the Part of the former, though 

VOL. II. L 
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shaken and interrupted when Lord Nortlv 
joined Mr. Fox in 1783, yet revived in the 
royal Bosom at a subsequent Period, on 
Lord North becoming blind; a Circum¬ 
stance at which, when made known to him, 
His Majesty expressed the deepest Concern 
and Sympathy. He did not then probably 
foresee that he should himself be visited 
with the same Affliction; a point of Simi¬ 
larity between them, which is not a little 
remarkable. 

Besides his Ministerial Offices, Lord 
North was Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, and Lady North enjoyed the Ran- 
gership of Bushy Park. It was there, that 
having escaped from the “ Fmnum et Opes 
“ Strepitumque Romce ,” surrounded by his 
Family, he appeared peculiarly an Object of 
Esteem and of Attachment, divested of all 
Form or Ostentation; lively and playful as 
a JBoy, yet never without Dignity; diffusing 
Gaiety and good Humor round him. Even, 
those who opposed the Minister , involun¬ 
tarily loved the Man. I have had the Honor 
to visit him at Bushy Park, to dine with 
him when no other Stranger was present, 
and to participate of the Scene that 1 here 
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describe. As Pope asserts of Sir Robert 
Walpole, so may I on this Subject say, 

“ Seen him I have, but in the social Hour 
“ Of private Converse , ill exchanged for Power.” 
The Earl of Guildford, Lord North’s 
Father, attained to a very advanced Age : I 
believe, to eighty-six, and had nearly sur¬ 
vived his Son, only dying about two Years 
before him. So that Lord North, like his 
Predecessor, Sir Robert Walpole, remained 
a Member of the House of Commons, during 
almost his whole Life. Lord Guildford had 
been three Times married; Dr. North, the 
present Bishop of Winchester, being his Son 
by the second Wife. Lord North sprung 
from his first Marriage. The Minister se¬ 
cured the Reversion, if I may so term it, of 
the Bishoprick of Winchester, for his Bro¬ 
ther, by a Piece of Address. For, the Ar- 
chiepiscopal See of York having become' 
vacant on the Decease of Dr. Drummond; 
Lord North, who knew that the King had 
destined that high Ecclesiastical Promotion 
for Dr. Markham, then Bishop of Chester, 
determined nevertheless to ask it for Dr. 
North, Bishop of Worcester. Conscious 
that he should meet with a Refusal, for 
which he was prepared, he ably made it 
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subservient to the Attainment of his real Ob¬ 
ject, Winchester ; a Mitre that might be rea¬ 
sonably expected soon to drop, froni the 
Age and Infirmities of its Possessor, Dr. 
Thomas. When Lord North preferred his 
Request, the King replied, that it was im¬ 
possible to gratify him, as the Archbishop- 
rick of York must be conferred on the 
Bishop of Chester. The First Minister in¬ 
sisted : but the Sovereign remained firm, re¬ 
capitulated the Obligations which he owed 
to Dr. Markham, for his Care of the Prince 
of Wales’s Education, and left no Prospect 
of effecting, any Change in his Resolution. 
“ Your Majesty then,” said Lord North, 
“ will, I hope, have no Objection to give my 
“ Brother, the See of. Winchester, whenever 
“ it may become vacant?” “ Oh, by all 
“ means,” answered the King, “ You may 
“ rely on it f* a Promise, which soon after¬ 
wards received its Accomplishment. 

I will conclude the Subject of Lord 
North, on which I dwell with Complacency, 
by observing, that though he cannot, be 
esteemed a great Statesman in the most 
comprehensive Sense; tho’ he neither pos¬ 
sessed those vast Energies of Character and 
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extraordinary Talents, which have immor¬ 
talized the first Mr. Pitt; nor that Assem¬ 
blage of Qualities fitted for the Conduct of 
a popular Government, which distinguished 
the second Mr. Pitt;—tho’ Lord North was 
even a very unfortunate, as well as a most 
unpopular Minister, during the far greater 
Part, or the whole Course of his Admini¬ 
stration ; yet he possessed distinguished 
Claims to national Esteem. The American 
War formed the Weight which dragged him 
down: a Load that would have sunk the 
great Lord Chatham himself, if he had at¬ 
tempted to lift it, notwithstanding his En¬ 
dowments of Mind, sustained by popular 
Favor. In the Year 1758, when that emi¬ 
nent Statesman was called to the Direction 
of public Affairs, not by the Sovereign, 
but by the Nation, he had only to conduct 
and point the Resources of the Country, 
against France. His Son, in 1793, beheld 
himself placed, as the Champion of Order, 
Morals, Religion, and monarchical Govern¬ 
ment, in Opposition to the most sanguinary 
and detestable Republic, (if a fierce Demo¬ 
cracy, whose Sceptre was the Guillotine, 
could be with Justice entitled to that Deno¬ 
mination;) which ever arose, among Men.. 
J3oth Ministers were in some Measure sus- 
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tained and impelled by the very Contest. 
But, Lord North, who derived little Support 
from his Countrymen, and none from the 
Nature of the War, could only look to the 
Crown for Protection against public Clamor, 
in, and out of Parliament. In the Distribu¬ 
tion of Honors and Dignities, he was far 
more sparing than his Successor; a Fact of 
which we shall be convinced, if we compare 
the List of Peerages created between 1770 
and 1782, with those made by Mr. Pitt, 
when first Minister, within the same Por¬ 
tion of Time, during any Period of his Ad¬ 
ministration. Nor was Lord North equally 
profuse of the Public Money, as Mr. Pitt 
proved himself, whatever Severity of Cen¬ 
sure he underwent for his Extravagance or 
Negligence, in the Management and Expen¬ 
diture of the Finances. No Impeachment 
of any subordinate Minister, or of any Mem¬ 
ber of his Cabinet, ever took place, for De¬ 
falcation, or Misapplication of Sums which 
passed through his Hands, as we witnessed 
in 1805. Yet the Opposition in the Lower 
House of Parliament, during the whole Pro¬ 
gress of the American War, exceeded in 
Numbers, and at least equalled in Yiru 
lence, the Minority which impeached !Lord 
Melville. 



1781 .) 


MEMOIRS. 


151 


As a Man, considered in every private 
■Relation, even in his very Weaknesses, Lord 
North was most amiable. Under that Point 
of View, his Character will rise on a Com¬ 
parison with any first Minister of Great 
Britain, who existed during the Course of 
,the Eighteenth Century; not excepting Lord 
Godolphin, Mr. Pelham, or the Marquis of 
Rockingham. The two former Individuals 
were justly accused of a Passion for Play, 
which accompanied them through Life; a 
Vice from which Lord North was wholly 
exempt. Burnet , who recounts the Fact 
relative to the Lord Treasurer Godolphin, 
says, “ He loved Gaming the most of any 
“ Man of Business I ever knew ; and gave 
“ one Reason for it; because it delivered 
“ him from the Obligation to talk much.” 
Dodington, when relating Mr. Pelham’s At¬ 
tachment to the same ruinous Gratification, 
adds, that he studiously concealed it with 
the utmost Care. Lord North possessed 
better intellectual Resources in himself. He 
possessed likewise the highest Sources of 
Enjoyment in his Family, surrounded by 
his numerous and amiable Children. The 
Marquis of Rockingham, however perso¬ 
nally estimable, was childless; and Lord 
Bute’s Fire-side was not characterized by 
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the same Expansion of the Heart, the same 
Emancipation from all Severity of Form, or 
the same Ebullitions of Fancy and Intellect. 
His immediate Predecessor, the Duke or 
Grafton, respecting whom “ Junius” ob¬ 
serves, when speaking of his domestic Qua¬ 
lities, “ Your Grace has now made the com- 
“ plete Revolution of the political Zodiac, 
from the Scorpion in which you stung 
“ Lord Chatham, to the Hopes of a Virgin 
“ in the House of Bloomsbury —the Duke 
could support no Competition with Lord 
North, in the endearing Charities of Life, 
where the Minister becomes merged in the 
Father, the Husband, and the Individual. 
If we would try to find his Equal in these 
Endowments and Virtues, we must remount 
to Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton, or to 
Hyde, Earl of Clarendon.—Every Beholder, 
while contemplating the Monument where 
rest the Remains of the great Earl of Chat¬ 
ham, or of the Second Mr. Pitt, erected to 
their Memory by national Gratitude, must 
be penetrated with Emotions of Admiration 
and Respect: but, all those who personally 
knew Lord North, or had ever mixed with 
him in Society, when regarding his Tomb, 
would involuntarily find their Eyes suffused 
in Tears. 
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The Post of Secretary of State for the 
Northern Department, was at that Time 
filled by Lord Stormont; a Nobleman who 
having passed great Part of his Life in a 
diplomatic Capacity, on the Continent, prin¬ 
cipally at the Courts of Dresden and Vienna, 
necessarily possessed a considerable Know¬ 
ledge of the Interests and Politics of Europe. 
He had nevertheless manifested no great 
Vigilance, nor displayed any superior Pene¬ 
tration, during his recent Embassy at Paris; 
where, it was commonly believed, he had 
been deceived by the Protestations, or duped 
by the Artifices, of Maurepas and of Ver- 
gennes, previous to the open Interference of 
France in the Affairs of America. I well 
remember, Powis, when speaking of him, 
on the 8th of March, 1782, in the Course of 
a Speech which made a deep Impression on 
the House of Commons; observed, “ Lord 
“ Stormont fills the Post of one of the Se- 
“ cretaries of State. But, what Treaties 
“ has he ever signed? In what Instance has 
“ he ever displayed the Talents of a States- 
“ man or a Politician? Perhaps he may 
“ have received at his Office, and notified to 
“ the King in due Form, Accounts of the. 
“ Birth, the'Marriage, or the Death of fo- 



154 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1781 . 


“ reign Princes. But, all his Politics seem 
“ there to terminate. How far he can be 
“ regarded as a proper Minister to negO- 
“ tiate Peace with the American Colonies, 
“ we may infer from one of his Answers 
“ to them.”—“ His Majesty’s Ministers re- 
‘‘ ceive Applications from Rebels, only when 
“ they sue for Pardon/' Yet, what other 
Reply could Lord Stormont then make, 
representing, as he did, the King, whose 
Embassador he was at the Court of Ver¬ 
sailles ? Decorated with the Insignia of the 
Order of the Thistle, his Person, noble and 
imposing, presented the Appearance Of a 
Man of Quality: but, his Manners, destb 
tute of Amenity, stiff and constrained, Were 
not calculated to ingratiate, or to seduce. 
His Enemies accused hire of Parsimony; 
and his greatest Admirers admitted that he 
bore no Resemblance to Timon, either in his 
Household, his Table, or his general Ex¬ 
pense. His near Alliance to the Earl of 
Mansfield, of whom he was the Nephew and 
collateral Heir, if it conferred no Claim to 
popular Favor, unquestionably conduced to 
render him more acceptable at St. James’s. 
Even his Opponents admitted him to'pos¬ 
sess Judgment, as well as Application; and 
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whenever he rose in the House of Peers, he 
displayed a thorough Acquaintance with the 
Subject on which he spoke, together with 
great Precision of Language, and Force of 
Argument. 

The Earl of Hillsborough, who held the 
Southern Department, was a Man of elegant 
Manners, and wanted neither Ability, nor 
Attention to public Business : but, his natu¬ 
ral Endowments, however solid, did not 
rise above Mediocrity. He had owed his 
political, as well as personal Elevation in 
Life, more to his good Sense, Penetration, 
Suavity, and Address, than to any intel¬ 
lectual Superiority. At St. James’s he .was 
more at Home, than at Westminster; and 
might rather be esteemed an accomplished 
Courtier, than a superior Minister. His 
Mind was indeed highly cultivated, but, it 
seemed to be rather the Information of a 
Gentleman, than the Knowledge of a States¬ 
man. I have seen him much embarrassed 
and disconcerted in the Session of 1781, 
when called on officially in the House of 
Lords, to explain, or to justify, the Mea¬ 
sures adopted in Bengal:—an Embarrass-* 
ment which arose from his Ignorance of 
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Names, Places, and Circumstances in that 
Quarter of the Globe, with which, as Secre¬ 
tary of State for the East Indies, he ought 
to have been acquainted. We must however 
recollect that very few Persons, except such 
as were locally connected with India, had 
then attained any accurate Information re¬ 
specting the Company’s Territories, Reve¬ 
nues, and Affairs. Of this Assertion I could 
adduce many Proofs. In February, 1782, 
when Lord Shelburne, while speaking in the 
House of Peers, made Allusion to “ a King, 
“ or Supreme Rajah of the Mharattas,” he 
felt himself compelled to explain to their 
Lordships, the Nature and narrow Limits 
of that nominal Sovereignty; with which, as 
well as with the Office of “ Peshwa,” or 
efficient Ruler of the Mharatta Empire, 
nine-tenths of his Audience were utterly un¬ 
acquainted. I recollect the Astonishment, 
not unmixed with some Degree of Ridicule, 
excited in the House of Commons, on Go¬ 
vernor Johnstone’s first Mention and De¬ 
scription of the Harbour of Trincomale in 
the Island of Ceylon ; a Bay, which proba¬ 
bly, till that Occasion, had never been heard 
of by the greater Part of the County Mem¬ 
bers. Though the Irruption of Hyder 
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Ally into the Carnatic in 1780, powerfully 
awakened and attracted the national Atten¬ 
tion to the Subject; it was Fox’s memorable 
“Bill,” followed at a short Interval, by 
Hastings’s Trial, that diffused over the whole 
Kingdom, an Eagerness for Oriental Know¬ 
ledge. 

But, Lord George Germain, who presided 
over the American Department, excited 
from a variety of Causes, far more public 
Consideration, while he presented a fairer 
Mark for parliamentary Attack, or for popu¬ 
lar Declamation, than either of the other 
Secretaries of State. His recognized Abili¬ 
ties, the Circumstance of his being a Mem¬ 
ber of the House of Commons; not, like his 
two Colleagues, removed from the front 
Ranks of Warfare, by their Situation in the 
upper House of Parliament; even the Events 
of his former Life, when commanding the 
British Forces in Germany; and above all, 
the Object of the War in which we were 
engaged ; a War, that at the Commencement 
of 1781, still professed to be the Subjugation 
of the revolted Colonies;—these united Cir¬ 
cumstances rendered him, after Lord North, 
the most prominent Person in Administra- 
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tjcm. As I had the Honor to enjoy a Place 
in his Friendship, and to live with him du¬ 
ring the latter Years of his Life, on Terms 
of great Intimacy, I may pretend to have 
known him well. Nor will I deny that I 
am partial to his Memory : but, that Par¬ 
tiality will never induce me to pervert, or 
to misrepresent any Fact; though I am 
aware that it may unintentionally bias my 
Opinions. He had completed his Sixty-fifth 
Year, at this Time; but, a Frame of Body 
naturally robust, and a vigorous Constitu¬ 
tion, secured him almost uninterrupted 
Health, together with the Enjoyment of all 
his Faculties; among which, his Memory 
was conspicuous. In his Person, which 
rose to near six Feet, he was muscular, and 
capable of enduring much bodily, as well as 
mental, Fatigue. Though his Features were 
strongly pronounced and saturnine, yet, con¬ 
sidered together as a whole, their Effect 
by no means displeased. An Air of high 
Birth and Dignity, illuminated by strong 
Sense, pervaded every Lineament of his 
Face. His Countenance indicated Inteb 
lect, particularly his Eye, the Motions of 
which were quick and piercing. On first Ac¬ 
quaintance, his Manner and Air impressed 
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those who approached him, with an Idea of 
proud Reserve; but no Man, in private So¬ 
ciety, unbent himself more, or manifested 
less Self-importance. In the midst of his 
Family;—for he rarely dined from home, 
except at the Cabinet Dinners; and in the 
Company of a few select Friends, he soon 
forgot the Toils annexed to public Life, the- 
Asperities of Debate, and the Vexations of 
Office. Even after the latest Nights in the 
House of Commons, h e always sat down to 
a delicately served. Table, drank a Pint of 
Claret, unbent his Mind, and passed in Re¬ 
view the Incidents of the preceding Evening. 
It was then that his Conversation became 
most entertaining; seasoned with curious 
Anecdotes collected during the Course of 
a long Life, passed in the highest Circles, 
amidst the greatest Affairs, in England, 
Ireland, Scotland, and on the Continent, 
where he had served; embracing the Secret 
History of the present, and of the two late 
Reigns. Nor was his Information limited 
to th,e Accession of the Hanoverian Line, 
but extended to the preceding Sovereigns. 
The Duchess of Dorset, his Mother, had 
been a Maid of Honor to Queen Anno; and 
his Father, the Duke, remembered William 
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the Third. When Lord George entered on 
the Events of those Times, he might be said 
to raise the Curtain that concealed from 
vulgar Eyes, the Palaces of Whitehall, of 
St. James’s, of Kensington, and of Hamp¬ 
ton Court. The private Adventures, all the 
minute Recitals calculated to awaken, as 
well as to gratify Curiosity; many Particu¬ 
lars relative to the illustrious Persons of both 
Sexes who composed the Courts of William 
and of Anne; Particulars, which though the 
Gravity of History may disdain, yet -which 
delight and instruct ;-^-such were the fre¬ 
quent Subjects of his Discourse. Had I 
committed to Paper at that Period, the Ma¬ 
terials which he profusely threw before me, 
I might have composed a Work of the highest 
Interest to the present Age, and to Post¬ 
erity : but, mine are only Reminiscences. 

Though Lord George Germain was so 
highly born, his Education did not alto¬ 
gether correspond with his Extraction, and 
he owed far more to Nature, than to Cultiva¬ 
tion. He had, indeed, been brought up in 
the College, of Dublin; but he possessed 
little Information derived from Books, nor 
had he improved his Mind by extensive 



MEMOIRS. 


161 


1781 .] 

Reading, in the Course of subsequent Years. 
Even after his Retreat from public Employ¬ 
ment, in the Decline of Life, when at. Dray¬ 
ton, where he possessed a fine Library, he 
rarely opened an Author, except for a short 
Time on his Return from coursing, shoot¬ 
ing, riding, or other favorite Exercises. He 
had visited Paris, when young, with' his 
Father, the Duke of Dorset ; and the French 
Language was familiar to him: but, with 
Horace, Tacitus, or Cicero, he had formed 
little Acquaintance. His Initiation into pub¬ 
lic Life, Politics, and Parliament, took place 
too early, to admit of storing his; Mind with 
classic Images, or Ideas. Though he was 
versed in English History since the Time of 
Elizabeth, during which Period of near two 
Centuries, some one of his immediate An¬ 
cestors had almost always sat, and some¬ 
times presided, in the Councils.of the Sove¬ 
reign, he was not conversant in our Annals 
of an earlier Date. But, on the other Hand, 
he had witnessed much with his own Eyes, 
he had heard still more from others, he seiz¬ 
ed with Ease on whatever was submitted to 
his Understanding, and he forgot nothing. 

In Business he was rapid, yet clear and ac- 

vol. II. m 
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curate; rather negligent in his Style, which 
was that of a Gentleman and a Man of the 
World, unstudied, and frequently careless, 
even in his official Dispatches. But, there 
was no Obscurity or Ambiguity in his Com¬ 
positions. Capable of Application in Cases 
of Necessity, he nevertheless passed little 
Time at the Desk, or in the Closet: and 
while Secretary of State, under critical, as 
well as perilous Circumstances, when every 
Courier brought, or might bring, Accounts 
the most disastrous; no Man who saw him 
at Table, or of an Evening in his Drawing¬ 
room, would have suspected from his De¬ 
portment and Conversation, that the Re¬ 
sponsibility of the American War reposed 
principally on his Shoulders. More than 
one Member Of the Cabinet was supposed 
to enjoy a greater Degree of personal Ac¬ 
ceptability with the King; but, none exer¬ 
cised the Privilege of speaking with more 
Freedom to him. Lord George seldom ha¬ 
zarded to ask Favors; but, when he under¬ 
took any Cause, he rarely receded till he had 
obtained the Object. Dr. Eliot, who then 
practised Physic with some Celebrity, and 
of whose medical Skill Lord George enter¬ 
tained a high Opinion ; induced him to exert 
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his Interest at Court, for procuring the 
Doctor to be created a Baronet. The King, 
who disliked Eliot personally, and regarded 
his professional Talents with as little Par¬ 
tiality, displayed much Repugnance to grant 
the Request. Yielding however at last, 
“ Well, my Lord,” said he, “ since you desire 
“ it, let it be: but, remember, He shall not 
“ be my Physician.” “ No, Sir,” answered 
Lord George, bowing, “ He shall be your 
“ Majesty’s Baronet, and my Physician.” 
The King laughed, and Eliot was raised to 
the Baronetage. 

In the House of Commons, down to the 
last Hour that Lord George remained a 
Member of that Assembly, he was con¬ 
stantly the Object of the severest, and most 
pointed Attacks of. the Opposition; who 
always hoped to force from his Irritability, 
the Secret or the Fact, which they had vainly 
attempted to extort from the Apathy and 
Tranquillity of Lord North. In this Endea¬ 
vour they frequently succeeded: for, Lord 
George, goaded by Reproaches, often ficti¬ 
tious, frequently unjust, and always exag¬ 
gerated, generally started up sooner or later ; 
repelled the Charges advanced; and in so 
M 2 
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doing, Sometimes put the Adversary in Pos¬ 
session of the very Matter which they sought 
to discover. I have continually witnessed 
the Fact to which I allude. Fox himself 
admitted this characteristic Feature of Lord 
George’s Formation of Mind. I recollect, 
that during the Debate which took Place 
relative to the Capture of the Island of St. 
Eustatius, in the Session of 1781; Fox; 
while he censured most severely the Pro¬ 
ceedings of our Commanders, in their Con¬ 
fiscation of the private Property there found, 
acknowledged “the unwary Frankness of 
“ the Secretary of State, (Lord George,) as 
“ a Quality for which he was sometimes 
“ praised in the House of Commons, and 
“ blamed out of it.” A still more conspicu¬ 
ous Exhibition of this Merit, or of this De¬ 
fect, in his Character,—for I ain .uncertain 
under which Class it ought to be ranked 
I witnessed only a few Days later in the 
same Session. JBurke having brought for¬ 
ward a very pointed and serious Charge 
against Government, for Neglect in not sup¬ 
plying the Garrison of Gibraltar, then be¬ 
sieged by the Spaniards, with Gunpowder; 
in Consequence of which egregious Want of 
Precaution, Admiral Darby, when sent to 
the Relief of the Fortress, was reduced to the 
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Necessity of stripping his Fleet, in. Order to 
leave two Thousand Barrels, of Powder in 
the Magazine; Sir Charles Cocks, Mr. K^n-. 
rick, Sir Charles Frederick, and other Mem¬ 
bers of the Board of Ordnance, who were, 
present, attempted to contradict the. Story, 
as not authentic, or of which they had at 
least no Information. But, George Byng 
persisting in the Charge, and demanding a 
more satisfactory Answer, the American Se¬ 
cretary rose, and observed that though he 
could only speak from Rumor, and had no 
official, nor other Intelligence on the Point to 
communicate, yet that his own Opinion was, 
the Report had a Foundation in Truth. He 
added, that if it should so turn out, Admiral 
Darby had acted in a very meritorious Man¬ 
ner, by leaving for the Supply of the Garri¬ 
son, whatever Quantity of Gunpowder he 
could spare, without endangering the Safety 
of his own Fleet. Lord North remained si¬ 
lent during this Avowal of Lord. George, 
and took no P^rt whateyer in the Debate. 

Lord George spoke, as he wrote, without 
much Premeditation, from the Impulse of 
the Occasion; in animated, rather than in 
correct Language.; with Vehemence, but, 
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not without Dignity. His Voice was power¬ 
ful, and his Figure commanding; though he 
did not always thoroughly possess himself, 
nor display the Coolness demanded by so 
trying a Situation as that of American Se¬ 
cretary. His Opponents, who well knew, 
availed themselves of this Defect in his For¬ 
mation of Mind. On the other Hand, the 
Keenness of his Sight gave him a prodigious 
Advantage over Lord North, when in the 
House of Commons. Lord George Germain 
had no sooner taken his Seat on the Trea¬ 
sury Bench, than he pervaded with a Glance 
of his Eye, the Opposition Benches; saw 
who attended, as well as who were absent; 
and formed his Conclusions accordingly on 
the Business of the Day. He used to say, 
that for those who were enabled to exercise 
this Faculty, every Thing was to be seen in 
the House; where, on the contrary, nothing 
except Declamation, was to be gained by 
the Ear. No Man better understood the 
Management of Parliament; the Prolonga¬ 
tion or Acceleration of a Debate, according 
to the Temper or the Number of the Mem¬ 
bers present; and every Detail of official 
Dexterity or Address, requisite in conduct¬ 
ing Affairs submitted to a popular Assembly. 
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To all these Arts of Government, he had 
served two long and severe Apprenticeships 
in Ireland, as Secretary to his Father, the 
Duke of Dorset, when successively Lord. 
Lieutenant of that Kingdom. In political 
Courage and Firmness he was not deficient. 

I have seen him in Circumstances which 
sufficiently put those Qualities to the Proof, 
towards the Close of the American War, 
when Intelligence arrived of Lord Corn¬ 
wallis’s Surrender at York Town : a Disas¬ 
ter of the most irreparable Nature, the Load 
of which fell almost exclusively on himself. 

While summing up Lord George’s Charac¬ 
ter, it is so impossible not to think of the 
Business at Minden, and consequently not 
to allude to it, that my Silence on this Sub¬ 
ject, would seem to imply my Conviction of 
the Justice of the Sentence passed on him 
by the Court Martial. On the other Hand, 
I feel how delicate and invidious a Matter 
it is, on which to touch, even at the Distance 
of more than half a Century. Yet, as per¬ 
sonal, and political Courage, though altoge¬ 
ther dissimilar, are commonly considered to 
have an intimate Connexion; as we are even 
with Difficulty induced to allow, or duly to 
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estimate any Virtues, however eminent, in a 
Man whom we suppose to have been defi¬ 
cient in the former of those essential Quali¬ 
ties ; as general Prejudice is certainly in 
Lord George’s Disfavor, and as I may claim 
to possess some Information on the Subject; 
I shall enter briefly into the Disquisition. 

I lay no. Stress on Lord George Germain’s 
illustrious Extraction, since we all know 
that the greatest Houses have produced the 
most degenerate Descendants; Instances of 
which in Point, to which, from Motives of 
Delicacy and personal Consideration I for¬ 
bear alluding, have occurred in our own 
Times. Pope justly exclaims, 

“ What can eunoble Slaves, or Sots, or Cowards ? 

“ Alas! Not all the Blood of all the Howards !” 

It is nevertheless an Incentive to noble 
Achievements, when we descend from those 
who have performed such Actions. The me¬ 
morable Letter of Edward , Earl of Dorset, 
describing his Duel with Lord Bruce, under 
the Reign of James the First, commemorated 
in the “ Guardianand the celebrate^ 
Song, beginning, 
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“ To all you Ladies now on Land, 

“ We Men at Sea indite,” 

which was composed by ' Charles , Earl of 
Dorset, Lord George’s Grandfather, as we 
are assured, on the Night before the Engage¬ 
ment between the English Fleet, and that 
of Holland, commanded by Opdam, under 
Charles the Second’s Reign:—these two 
Productions, which are as universally known 
as the Language in which they are written, 
sufficiently attest that he drew his Lineage 
from Men of Courage. His maternal Grand¬ 
father, Marshal Colyear, Brother of the first 
Earl of Portmore, and Governor of Namur, 
with whom Lord George passed much Time 
in his Youth; had grown grey in all the 
Sieges and Battles of the Low Countries, 
under William the Third. As soon as Eng¬ 
land took a Part in the War occasioned by 
the Accession of Maria Theresa, in 1743, 
Lord George was sent to the Continent; 
where he served, if not with marked Dis¬ 
tinction, certainly without the slightest Re¬ 
proach, under the Command of Lord Stair, 
and of His late Britannic Majesty. In 1745, 
at the Battle of Fontenoy, where such a Num¬ 
ber of our Officers fell, he received a Mus- 
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ket-ball in the Breast, and was thrown upon 
a Waggon, with many others. He had pre¬ 
served the Uniform that he wore on that 
Day, which I have seen and examined; 
bearing on it the Mark of the Ball, corre¬ 
sponding to the Place where he Was struck, 
and other Holes in the Skirts of the Coat, 
perforated by Bullets. During the domestic 
Rebellion that followed the Defeat of Fon- 
tenoy, being recalled to his own Country, 
he accompanied William, Duke of Cumber¬ 
land, from the Commencement, to the Close* 
of the Insurrection in Scotland ; where great 
Commendation was bestowed on his Ser¬ 
vices. 

Among the Dorset Papers, which I have 
seen, were preserved a Series of Letters, ad¬ 
dressed by him to the Duke his Father, con¬ 
taining many interesting Incidents of the 
Years 1745 and 1746, while he was serving 
in the Highlands, against the Rebels. Oh 
the breaking out of the War in 1756, he ac¬ 
companied the late Duke of Marlborough, 
on those desultory Expeditions to the Coast 
of Norfriandy and Brittany, productive of 
little Behefit, and of still less Honor, when 
we bombarded St. Malo, and demolished 
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Cherburgh. After the Demise of the Duke, 
which took place at Munister, towards thfe 
Close of 1758, it is well known that Lord 
George commanded the British Forces dur¬ 
ing the ensuing Campaign; and in particular, 
at the Battle of Minden. That he did not 
advance at the Head of the Cavalry, on that 
Occasion, with the Celerity that might have 
been wished ; and that his Delay is ever to 
be regretted on a national Account, because, 
if he had so advanced, the Defeat of the 
Enemy would have been much more com¬ 
plete ; that consequently he became a just 
Subject of Blame or of Censure, if we judge 
by the Result, and not by the Motive ;—all 
these Points must be conceded to his Ac¬ 
cusers. But, the only Question is, whether 
he manifested any such Backwardness to 
lead on the Horse, after he received Prince 
Ferdinand’s Orders for that Purpose, as 
justly rendered him liable to the Suspicion 
of Reluctance, or to the Imputation of Cow¬ 
ardice? 


The Depositions of Lieutenant Colonels 
Ligonier, Sloper, and Fitzroy, would cer¬ 
tainly seem to affix on him, either one or the 
other of these Charges. But, the Evidence 
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of Lieutenant Colonel Hotham, as well as 
the positive Testimony of Captains Lloyd 
and Smith, two of Lord George’s Aid-du- 
Camps, appear as completely to exculpate 
him. There were even negative, if not posi¬ 
tive Doubts, stated by Hotham and Smith, 
relative to the Accuracy, not to say the 
Truth or Existence, of the asserted Conver¬ 
sation held by Colonels Fitzroy and Ligonier 
with Lord George, when they successively 
delivered him Prince Ferdinand’s Orders. 
Captain Smith, Sir Sidney, Smith’s Father, 
I very intimately knew; who was himself 
a Man of distinguished personal Courage, 
strictly conscientious, and incapable of as¬ 
serting any Fact that he disbelieved. He 
never entertained an Idea that Lord George 
was withheld by unbecoming personal Mo¬ 
tives, from advancing at Minden. Even on 
the Testimony of Fitzroy, Sloper, and Li¬ 
gonier, it plainly appeared that either Prince 
Ferdinand’s Orders were in themselves con¬ 
tradictory, or were misunderstood by the 
Aid-du-Camps, or were imperfectly deli¬ 
vered by them. Lord George displayed evi¬ 
dent Irresolution under those Circumstances. 
He first halted, and afterwards did not cause 
the Cavalry to advance with the Rapidity 
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that would have ensured the Enemy’s entire 
Defeat. Probably, similar Accidents hap¬ 
pen in almost every great Engagement. But, 
the World, which pardons the Excesses of 
intemperate Courage, never forgives the 
slightest Appearance of Backwardness in 
the Field. Prince Rupert, who three Times 
ruined the Affairs of Charles the First; who 
by his impetuous Valor, lost him the three 
Battles of Edge Hill, of Marston Moor, and 
of Naseby, is pardoned by Posterity: while 
Admiral Byng and Lord George Sackville 
remain under Imputation. Such, however 
unjust it seems, will ever be the Lot of Mi 
litary Men who venture to hold back, when 
they might go forward in Action. 

It must nevertheless excite no small Sur¬ 
prize, that Prince Ferdinand, though he al¬ 
ludes in the General Orders issued on the 
Day following the Battle, to Lord George’s 
supposed Misconduct; yet, in the first Dis¬ 
patches sent to this Country, containing the 
Account of the Victory, made no public 
Mention whatever of it; and some Days 
elapsed, before the Prince preferred any for¬ 
mal Accusation against him. I have seen 
among the Dorset Papers, a Series of Lord 
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George’s Letters to his Father, written from 
the Allied Army,- during that Campaign, ex¬ 
tending to within very few Days of the Ac¬ 
tion at Minden. And I have likewise pe¬ 
rused the Notes addressed to Lionel, Duke 
of Dorset, from the Foreign Office of the Se¬ 
cretary of State here, on the Arrival of the 
official Intelligence of the Engagement; feli¬ 
citating the Duke on the Result of a Battle 
so glorious to this Country, and in which 
he must necessarily feel so deep a personal 
Interest. Not a Word, nor a Hint, appears 
in these Notes, of Lord George’s supposed 
want of Alacrity. How are we to explain 
this Line of Conduct in the Prince? It would 
seem as if the Charge should have instantly 
followed the Act. 

George the Second, it must be remem¬ 
bered, was at this Time near Seventy-six 
Years old; strongly prejudiced, as we well, 
know, in Favor of his Relative and Coun¬ 
tryman, Prince Ferdinand; and naturally 
chagrined at an Event, which, even though 
it should have been publicly recognized as 
the mere Effect of Misconception or Mistake 
iii the Orders sent by the Commander-in- 
Chief, yet equally afforded Subject for Re- 
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gret, on Account of its injurious public Con¬ 
sequences. Under these Circumstances the 
Court Martial took place, and the King’s 
Sentiments respecting Lord George’s Culpa¬ 
bility, were universally known throughout 
the Country. It is a Fact that His late Ma¬ 
jesty sent him a Message, acquainting him 
of his own Determination to put into Execu¬ 
tion the Sentence of the Court, whatever 
it might be, without Delay or Mitigation. 
Lord George was tried in March, 1760. 
Had the late King died in October, 1759, in¬ 
stead of October, 1760; or if Lord George’s 
Trial had taken Place in 1761, might not 
the Result, in all Probability, have been far 
less severe, or altogether different, under a 
new Reign, when the Clamour of the Hour 
had subsided ? 

Other Considerations come to the Aid of 
these Reflections. In 1759 and 1760, Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunswic occupied a high 
Place in the Admiration of the English 
Public; by whom he was considered as only 
inferior in the Field, to the Protestant Hero , 
as he was then absurdly denominated; Fre¬ 
deric, King of Prussia. But his Popularity* 
I mean, Prince Ferdinand’s, proved of very 
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short Duration. As early as January, 1761, 
we may see “ in Dodington’s Diary/’, liow 
low the Prince had fallen in general Estima¬ 
tion, and what serious Accusations were 
brought against him. Dodington,, relating 
the Particulars of a. Conversation which he 
had at that Time with the Earl , of Bute, 
says, I told him, “ that I thought Prince 
“ Ferdinand was become as unpopular in 
“ the Army, as he was once, popular: that 
“he;was accused of three great Heads of 
“ 'Malversation. The first was, that he had 
“ exacted complete Pay for uncomplete 
“ Corps: the second, that not One Shilling 
“ of all those devastating Contributions, had 
“been carried to the public Account: the 
“ third, that he had received good Money, 
“ and had paid the Troops in bad, to a very 
“ great Amount, and at a great Discount.” 
These Charges do not appear to have^ever 
been refuted. The Precedent of Admiral 
Byng, shot very unjustly, on an A ccusa tkm 
of Cowardice, was recent. If the Members 
of the Military Tribunal who tried Lord 
George, believed that he had committed the 
same Crime as the one imputed to that un¬ 
fortunate naval Commander, why did they 
not pass on him the same Sentence ? There 



1781.] Memoirs. 177 

can be only one Answer. The Evidence 
brought forward, fell short of Proof; and 
under those Circumstances, they doubtless 
were not convinced that he merited Death. 
But, still, as the Prejudices, or prevailing 
Opinions of the Time, hardly admitted on 
the other Hand, of his Acquittal, they 
cashiered him. It is for Posterity to revise, 
perhaps to reverse, that Sentence: not juri¬ 
dically, but as a Court of Opinion, deciding 
in the last Resort, on all’isaman Actions 
submitted to their Censure or Approval. I 
have endeavoured fairly to state the leading 
Circumstances, on which they may found a 
Judgment. 

Lord George’s Duel with Governor John¬ 
stone, is a well known Fact. On that Occa¬ 
sion, even by his Adversary’s Admission, he 
exhibited perfect Self-possession; presenting 
so fair and erect a Mark, while he calmly 
waited for the Governor’s Fire, that it extort¬ 
ed from him an involuntary Testimony to 
Lord George’s Courage. The late Lord 
Sydney, then Mr. Thomas Townsend, who 
was his Lordship’s Second, ’ equally wit¬ 
nessed and attested his Coolness. How can 
we believe or conceive that such a Man, oh 
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such a Field as Minden, before so many 
Spectators, would, from personal Fear, have 
at once covered himself with Ignominy? As 
little is it proved, whatever we may suspect, 
that Motives of personal Animosity to Prince 
Ferdinand, with whom we know he was 
on bad Terms, operated on Lord George’s 
Mind, and impelled him to delay moving 
forward with the Cavalry, to complete the 
Victory. It is evident, on the calmest and 
most dispassionate Review of the Transac¬ 
tion, which has obtained such a melancholy 
Celebrity in our Military Annals under 
George the Second; that an Ambiguity in 
Prince Ferdinand’s Orders to Lord George, 
or a Contradiction in them, produced the 
whole Misfortune. We may indeed assert, 
or believe, that the British Commander inten¬ 
tionally misunderstood them. But, where 
was the Proof adduced of that Fact? Cap¬ 
tain Ligonier brings an Order for the whole 
Cavalry to advance. Colonel Fitzroy, al¬ 
most in the same Moment, orders only the 
British Cavalry to advance. On receiving 
these opposite Messages, Lord George halts 
the Cavalry, while he gallops up, to. Prince 
F'erdinand, in order to receive his.personal 
Instructions. There might be Error in this 
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Delay, and public Injury might accrue from 
it, as Prince Ferdinand asserts did actually 
ensued when in his “ General Orders” above 
allhded to, he says, that if “"the Marquis of 
“ Grain by had been at the Head of the Ca- 
“ valry of the Right Wing, he is persuaded; 
“ the Decision‘of that Day would have been 
“ more complete and more brilliant.” Still 
there is no Proof of Lord George’s,voluntary 
Misconstruction* of the Orders, or of his Re¬ 
luctance to execute them ; and the .Error 
might have originated in Mistake, as .well as 
in Volition. How easily would the whole 
Misfortune have been rendered impossible, 
if Prince Ferdinand had, like Prince Eugene 
of Savoy, whom he might have copied on 
this Point; only sent one of his successive 
Orders written in Pencil ? Prince Eugene 
expressly says in his “ Memoirs,” “ I de- 
“ rived much Benefit from always carrying 
“ in my Pocket a Pencil, to write in the 
“ Officer’s Memorandum Book, the Order 
“ which I gave him to carry.” Such was the 
constant Practice of that illustrious Com¬ 
mander, when in the Field; a Practice pe¬ 
culiarly demanded in the Instance before us, 
if Prince Ferdinand thought that he had any 
Reason to doubt: Lord George’s prompt and 
N 2 
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ready Obedience. I return from this Digres¬ 
sion. 

The Earl of Sandtvich, who had presided 
during ten Years at the Head of the Admi¬ 
ralty, was universally admitted to possess 
eminent Talents, great Application to the 
Duties of his Office, and thorough Acquaint¬ 
ance * with Public Business. Like Lord 
George Germain, he was tall, of a vigorous 
Frame, apparently designed for Longevity; 
and his Physiognomy full of Expression: 
but Conviviality, rather than Forethought or 
profound Reflection, characterized his Fea¬ 
tures. A distinguished Votary of Wit, Con¬ 
viviality, and Pleasure, like Wilmot, the li¬ 
centious Earl of Rochester, from whom he 
lineally descended, he had nevertheless been 
early initiated into political Life; and was 
sent by Mr. Pelham, then First Minister, as 
one of the Plenipotentiaries in 1748, at the 
Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. In all his official 
Functions he displayed Perspicuity, as well 
as Dispatch. No Naval Officer who stated 
his Demand to the first Lord of the Ad¬ 
miralty, with becoming Brevity, ever waited 
for an Answer; and he was accustomed to 
say, “ If any Man will draw up his Case, 
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“ and put his Name at the Foot of the first 
“ Page, I will give him an immediate Reply. 
“ Where he compels me to turn over the 
“ Sheet, he must wait my Leisure.” How 
laconically, yet forcibly die could write, with 
what Conciseness and Severity blended, he 
exhibited in his memorable Note to Mr. 
Eden, afterwards created Lord Auckland. 
That Gentleman, when he quitted his poli¬ 
tical Friends in 1786, in order to join.Mr. 
Pitt, who sent him over to Paris, for the pur¬ 
pose of negotiating the Commercial Treaty ; 
addressed a circular Letter to them, endea¬ 
vouring to explain and to justify his Line of 
Conduct Lord Sandwich, in Answer to 
the Letter that he received on the Occasion, 
instantly wrote back these Words. “ Sir, 
“ your Letter is before me, and it will pre- 
“ sently be behind me. I remain, Sir, your 
“ most humble Servant.” For the Accu¬ 
racy of this Anecdote, I think I may an¬ 
swer, having received it from the late Earl 
of Sandwich, his Son; though the “ Quar¬ 
terly Review” has had the Impudence and 
Folly to assert that “ the Joke was the Pro- 
“ perty of Lord North.” Polite, accessible, 
and endowed with great natural Capacity, it 
might have been expected that as first Lord 
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of the Admiralty, he would acquire the pub¬ 
lic Favor, in no less a Degree than he en¬ 
joyed the Confidence of his Sovereign. But, 
many Causes conduced to render him an 
Object of popular Dislike or Disapproba¬ 
tion ; some of which were personal, others 
political. At an early Period of His Ma¬ 
jesty’s Reign, Wilkes and Churchill com¬ 
bined their Powers, in order to expose his 
Character to universal Condemnation. The 
former, in his ■“ Letter to the Electors of 
“ Aylesbury, 5? written from Paris, in Octo T 
ber, 1764, designates Lord Sandwich, as 
“ the most abandoned Man of the Age:” 
while Churchill, in his Poem of the “ Can¬ 
didate,” Speaking of him, says, 

“ Vice, bold substantial Vice, puts in her Claim, 

And stamps Him perfect in the Books of Shame. 
Observe his Follies well, and you would swear, 

Folly had been his first, his only Care. 

Observe his Vices, you’ll that Oath disown, 

And swear that he was born for Vice alone. 

Search Earth, search Hell, the Devil cannot find 
An Agent like Lothario to his Mind.” 

However unjust or exaggerated might be 
these Accusations; yet we must own that the 
Part he took in denouncing the “ Essay on 



1781.] MEMOIRS. 183 

Woman,” to the House of Peers, laid him 
open to the Charge of Breach of Confidence; 
and attracted towards him the severest An¬ 
imadversions of the Author, whose Pen in¬ 
flicted the most incurable Wounds. Though 
he had already attained at this Time, his 
sixty second Year, his licentious Mode of 
Life seemed more befitting a Minister of 
Charles the Second, than a confidential 
Servant of George the Third. His Fortune, 
which did not altogether correspond with 
his high Rank, and Habits of Gratification 
or Expense, was supposed to lay hint open 
to Seduction; or at least to render him ca¬ 
pable of listening to Propositions, that a 
more independent Man might have disdain¬ 
ed, Even his warmest Adherents reluctant¬ 
ly admitted that the Unanimity and Con¬ 
cord, which previous to his being placed 
at the Head of the Admiralty, characte¬ 
rized the British Navy, w r as become extinct 
under his Administration. I well recollect, 
the Honorable Captain John Luttrell, who 
in January, 1782, when Fox attacked Lord 
Sandwich, defended him with great Zeal and 
no ordinary Ability, in the House of Com¬ 
mons; yet did not attempt to deny this 
Feature of the Time. “ At present,” said 
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he, “ the Navy is torn to Pieces by Dissen¬ 
sions. Officers scarcely ever see each other, 
except on Duty. Nor have they any longer 
Access to the Tables of their Superiors, as 
formerly, when an Anson , a JBoscaiven , a 
Haivke , a Saunders , and a Keppel com¬ 
manded the Fleets of England. Then, all 
was Cordiality, Ardor, and Affection. The 
Commanders took a Pride in teaching the 
inferior Orders their professional Duties. 
Now, Party, Disunion, mutual Jealousy, 
and Want of Confidence, are universal.” It 
would however be unjust to attribute so 
deplorable a Change, to the Character, Sys¬ 
tem, or Conduct of the Minister who pre¬ 
sided at the Head of the naval Department. 
It originated in the Nature and Spirit of a 
civil Contest, which unhappily divided in 
Sentiment the whole Nation; and like the 
Wars under Charles the First, tho’ not in 
so extended a Degree, pervaded the Island 
from one Extremity to the other; tearing 
asunder in many Instances, the closest Con¬ 
nexions of Friendship, or even of Consan¬ 
guinity. Ambition and Self-Interest, two 
of the most powerful Impulses to human 
Action, were not always Proof to political 
Opinions,. during the Course of the Ame> 
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rican War, as we witnessed in various 
Instances. 

Lord Sandwich’s Enemies, who were nu¬ 
merous and violent, maintained that even 
Official Appointments were sometimes con¬ 
ferred, under Conditions not honorable to 
the first Lord of the Admiralty. Naval 
Commanders, sent to important Stations, 
on which great Emoluments might be natu¬ 
rally expected to arise from Captures, \yere 
asserted to have a fellow Feeling with their 
Patron, and even to divide with him a cer¬ 
tain Proportion of their pecuniary Acquisi¬ 
tions: However improbable or unproved 

were these Assertions, which doubtless ori¬ 
ginated in party Malevolence; yet, as Names 
and minute Particulars were added or in¬ 
vented, they obtained general Credit, and 
made a deep Impression. All the Eloquence 
of Fox in one House of Parliament, and all 
the laborious Pertinacity of the Duke of 
Richmond in the other, had been employed 
during successive Sessions, not without Ef¬ 
fect, in impressing the public Mind with un¬ 
favourable Sentiments towards him. Palli- 
ser was represented as the Object of his 
Partiality; Keppel, as the Victim of his 
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Persecution. During the Riots of the pre¬ 
ceding Summer, in June, 1780, he had been 
marked out by the Mob, as a Sacrifice, and 
narrowly escaped the Effects of their blind 
Animosity. 

There can remain no reasonable Doubt in 
the Mind of any impartial Man, that when 
Lord Sandwich succeeded Sir Edward 
Hawke in that great Office, the Admiralty; 
on the able and vigorous Administration of 
which, the Consequence, Power, and Gran¬ 
deur of Britain so eminently depend ; he 
found the Navy in a State of Decline and 
Depression. An injudicious, narrow Sys¬ 
tem of Economy, had reduced the Fleet to 
such a Point, during the seven Years sub¬ 
sequent to the Peace, that in 1770, when we 
were menaced with a Rupture, on the Busi¬ 
ness of Falkland Islands, it was found im- 
possible speedily to fit out a Force compe¬ 
tent to impose the Law on Spain. Lord 
Hawke, great on the Element of the Water, 
where he had triumphed over, and nearly 
annihilated the French Fleet in 1750, made 
a very inefficient first Lord of the Admi¬ 
ralty. I believe, this Fact was not contested 
by the warmest Admirers of that illustrious 
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Commander, though Admiral Keppel, in a 
Speech pronounced towards the Close of the 
American War, when every Species of Ob¬ 
loquy was heaped on Lord Sandwich, with 
a View to drive him out of Office; alluding 
to Sir Edward Hawke, denominated him 
“ the Father of the English Navy, whom it 
“ was now the Fashion to revile.” But, 
Lord Mulgrave, rising immediately in Re¬ 
ply, observed, “ I love and revere the Me- 
“ mory of that gallant Seaman so much, that 
“ I cannot sit here, and allow him to be de- 
“ graded by unmerited Praise. He was in- 
“ deed so great and so able a Seaman, that 
“ he was not formed for the Details and civil 
“ Duties of Office: nor did I ever consider 
“ him as a great naval Minister.” Lord 
Sandwich was unquestionably industrious, 
zealous, indefatigable, enlightened, and in 
every Point of View adequate to the Duties 
of his Station; but he could not surmount 
the augmenting Pressure of War and Cala¬ 
mity, which between 1775 and 1782 , pressed 
upon this Country. Yet scarcely had he 
been driven from the Admiralty for pre¬ 
tended Neglect or Want of Exertion, than 
the Fleet which he had just sent out to the 
West Indies, obtained the most glorious and 
decisive Victory over the Enemy. 
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With consummate Ability, Lord Sand¬ 
wich had constructed a Species of political 
Citadel within the Ministerial Trenches, 
which acknowledged hardly any other Com¬ 
mander or Comptroller than himself. The 
India House constituted this Fortress, of 
which he was supposed to possess the se¬ 
cret Keys. Many of the leading Directors, 
among whom were the two Chairmen, look¬ 
ed for Orders, as it was commonly believed, 
not so much to Lord North, as to the first 
Lord of the Admiralty. The Influence, ne¬ 
cessarily conferred by such a Source of 
Power, at a Time when the East India Board 
of Control had no Existence, cannot easily 
be estimated. He was not wanting in En¬ 
deavours to sustain his Interest in Leaden- 
hall-Street, by every possible means ; and 
well aware of its Importance, he contrived to 
distribute among his chief Adherents in that 
Quarter, some of the minor Honors of the 
Crown. On all great Occasions, when the 
concealed Springs of that complicated Ma¬ 
chine, denominated the East India Com¬ 
pany , were necessary to be touched, Appli¬ 
cation was made to Lord Sandwich. Even 
the Intimations sent from the Treasury, often 
remained inefficient, till confirmed by him ; 
and when the first Minister, towards the 



1781.] 


MEMOIRS. 


189 


Close of the Year 1780, was prevailed on to 
recommend Lord Macartney for Governor 
of Madras, as Successor to Rumbold, he 
found that no serious Attention was paid to 
his Wishes, before the Admiralty lent its Co¬ 
operation. So vast a Field of exclusive Pa¬ 
tronage and Favor, rendered its Possessor 
not only independent of his Colleagues in 
the Cabinet, but, formidable to them ; and 
he might justly be accounted one of the 
most powerful, as he was certainly one of 
the most able, Members of the Administra¬ 
tion. 

Fox, in Order to render Lord „ Sandwich 
odious, did not hesitate to enumerate his 
commanding Interest in Leadenhall-Street, 
as one among his political Crimes. On the 
23d of January, 1782, when Fox moved for 
a Number of Papers, preparatory to the 
proposed Enquiry into the Administration of 
the Admiralty under that Nobleman; he ob¬ 
served, that “ of all the Members of the Ca- 
“ binet, there was not one more formidable 
“ from Influence, if so formidable, as the 
“ Earl of Sandwich. As first Lord of the 
“ Admiralty, he could influence a whole 
“ Profession. As a Minister, he must of 
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“ Course be sustained by the Influence of 
‘‘his Colleagues in Office. But,” added 
he, “ independent of these two Sources of 
“ Influence, Lord Sandwich possesses a 
“ third, which, though not equal to the 
“ Power of the Crown, forms a material Ad- 
“ dition to it; and when conjoined with it, 
“ is sufficient to crush any Individual who 
“ shall venture to bring forward Charges 
“ against him. The Influence to which I 
“ allude, he derives from the East India 
“ Company .” Lord Mulgrave, who with 
very considerable Ability and great Zeal de¬ 
fended Lord Sandwich ; after animadvert¬ 
ing severely on the Calumnies and Invectives 
in which Fox had indulged himself against 
the first Lord of the Admiralty ; demanded, 
“ What Connexion there was between the 
“ supposed Influence possessed by the Earl 
“ of Sandwich in the India House, and his 
“ official Conduct at the Head of the naval 
“ Department?” Fox proceeded so far on 
the Occasion to which I allude- as to deno¬ 
minate Lord Sandwich, “ this faithful Ser- 
“ vant of the King of FranceZ Pulteney 
treated Sir Robert Walpole in a similar 
Manner. Adverting to the Capture made 
by the Spaniards in 1780, when Captain 
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Moutray’s Convoy fell into their Hands, Fox 
observed, that “ the Circumstances attend- 
“ ing it, augmented the Suspicion occasioned 
“ by many other Acts. of the first Lord of 
“ the Admiralty; that He teas desirous to 
“ perform good and faithful Service to his 
“ Masters of the House of Bourbon” Not 
that Fox lent the slightest Faith to these 
calumnious Imputations, of which he well 
knew the Falsehood and Absurdity: but 
they were necessary towards attaining the 
great Object, of overturning Lord North’s 
Administration. We cannot however reflect 
without Amazement, that a House of Com? 
mon's should allow such Epithets to be 
used, and such Charges to be made, by one 
of its own Body, against a great Nobleman, 
an Earl of ancient Family renowned for Loy? 
alty,'holding one of the highest Employ? 
ments, and himself a Member of the Cabi? 
net. The Fact itself eloquently proves how 
low the Ministry was fallen in public Re¬ 
spect and Estimation, during the last Weeks 
that Lord North continued at the Head of 
Affairs. 

With Lord Amherst, who had already pass¬ 
ed his sixty-third Year, I was well acquaint- 
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ed. In his Person he was tall and thin, of 
an adust Habit, with an aquiline Nose, and 
an intelligent Countenance. His Manners 
were grave, formal, and cold. As Comman- 
der-in-Chief, or to speak more accurately, as 
commanding-in-Chief the Forces, he enjoyed 
a Place in the Cabinet. To Lionel, Duke 
of Dorset, he owed his first Entrance into the 
Army. From the Situation of a private Gen¬ 
tleman, descended of a good Kentish Family 
in Holmesdale, but, of very slender Fortune; 
his military Talents, and his Success in Ame¬ 
rica, had deservedly elevated him to the 
British Peerage. Selected by the discerning 
Eye of the Earl of Chatham, he had been 
sent out as the Companion of Wolfe , whose 
brilliant Conquest of Quebec, was confirmed 
by Amherst’s subsequent Reduction of Mon¬ 
treal and Upper Canada. Under the Shade 
of these Laurels so honorably earned, which 
had likewise been remunerated with the 
Order of the. Bath , he seemed to challenge 
the National Esteem, not to say their Grati¬ 
tude. Individually, he possessed both: but 
in his official Character, at the Head of the 
Army,.he did not escape Censure on various 
Points materially affecting the Discipline 
and the Honor of the Service. Not that I 
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would be understood, when speaking of 
Lord Amherst, to make the same Assertion 
which Junius does of the Marquis of Granby, 
in his first memorable Letter, dated 21st 
January, 1769 : a Letter which fortunately 
for the Fame of “ Junius,” induced Sir Wil¬ 
liam Draper to become Lord Granby’s De¬ 
fender, and thus attracted public Notice 
towards the Production. He there charges 
that Nobleman with “degrading the Office 
“ of Commander-in-Chief, into a Broker of 
“ Commissions.” But, though Lord Am¬ 
herst was not liable to such an Imputation, 
yet neither he, nor any Subject except one 
nearly allied to the Throne, is raised by Birth 
and Situation, sufficiently above the Crowd 
of Petitioners who assail him in his military 
Capacity, to set at Defiance private Clamour, 
Menaces, and Importunity. 

As a Member of the Administration, no 
Ability, however recognized or transcendent, 
and no past Services, however eminent they 
might be, could have secured the public 
Favor to Lord Amherst, in the midst of a 
War such as that carried on against Ame¬ 
rica, marked by ill Success, and now be- 
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come almost hopeless in its prospective Ob¬ 
jects. The constitutional Tranquillity of his 
Temper, secured him however from being 
ruffled at any Indications of popular Dissa¬ 
tisfaction. I have scarcely ever known a 
Man who possessed more Stoical Apathy, or 
Command over himself. Naturally taciturn 
and reserved, he rarely disclosed his Senti¬ 
ments on any Subject of a political Nature. 
Even at the Cabinet Dinners, which were 
held weekly, I have heard Lord Sackville 
say, that though he usually gave his decided 
Affirmative or Negative to the specific Mea¬ 
sure proposed, yet he always did it in few 
Words, often by a Monosyllable: but, never 
could without great Difficulty be,induced to 
assign the Reasons, or to state the Grounds 
of his Opinion. He was disinterested, of an 
elevated Mind, that aspired beyond the Ac¬ 
cumulation of Money. His Judgment was 
sound, and his Understanding solid; but, 
neither cultivated by Education, nor ex¬ 
panded by elegant Knowledge. From the 
high Sense entertained of his early Services 
beyond the Atlantic, he would have attract¬ 
ed universal Respect, if the Unpopularity 
attached to the Official and Ministerial Posts 
which he occupied, had not counterbalanced 
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the Operation of those resplendent Services 
on the public Mind. 

Lord Thurlow, who at this Time had 
held, the Great Seal between two and three 
Years, though in Point of Age, he was the 
youngest Member of the Cabinet, enjoyed 
in many Respects greater public Considera¬ 
tion, than almost any other Individual com¬ 
posing it. He had been indebted in his 
Youth, to the indefatigable Exertions and 
Importunities of the celebrated Duchess of 
Queensberry, the Friend of Gay , Pope, and 
Swift , for first procuring him from Lord 
Bute a Silk Gown, to which legal Distinction 
he long ineffectually aspired. His Talents 
had subsequently excited Admiration in 
both Houses of Parliament, not less than 
they attracted Notice at the Bar. While he 
sat in the House of Commons, as Attorney 
General, during more than seven Years, 
from 1771 down to 1778, Lord North de¬ 
rived the greatest Assistance from his Elo¬ 
quence and Ability. His Removal to the 
House of Peers, would even have left an 
awful Blank on the Treasury Bench in the 
midst of the American War, if his Place had 
not, during the two succeeding Years, been 
o 2 
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ably filled, perhaps fully supplied, by Wed- 
derburn. As Speaker of the Upper House, 
Lord Thurlow fulfilled all the Expectations 
previously entertained of him by his greatest 
Admirers. His very Person, Figure, Voice, 
and Manner, were formed to lend Dignity, 
blended with Awe, to the Woolsack. Of a 
dark Complexion, and harsh, but, handsome 
and regular Features; with a severe and 
commanding Demeanour, which might be 
sometimes denominated stern ; he impressed 
his Auditors with Respect, before he opened 
his Lips. w Even his Eyebrows, like those of 
Jove, “ cuncta Supercilio moventis ,” con¬ 
duced to complete the Effect of his Counte¬ 
nance on the Beholder. 1 Energy, Acuteness, 
and prodigious Powers of Argument, cha¬ 
racterized him in Debate. His comprehen¬ 
sive Mind enabled him, when he chose to 
exert its Powers, to embrace the Question 
under Discussion, whatever it might be, in 
all its Bearings and Relations/ Nor, if we 
omit Lord Camden, who was already far 
advanced in Life, did the Opposition possess 
any jurisprudential Talents in the House of 
Peers, that could be justly put in Competi¬ 
tion with those of Lord Thurlow. 

Fox himself, during the whole Course of 
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Lord Norths Administration, always except¬ 
ed him from the Invectives with which he 
loaded the other Members of the Cabinet. 
I remember, on the 8th of May, 1781, when 
addressing the House of Commons, Fox ob¬ 
served, that “incapable as were His Majesty’s 
“ Ministers, he must yet make one Excep- 
“ tion, namely the Chancellor. He is able. 
“ He is honest. He possesses a noble and 
“ independent Mind. He stands alone, as 
“ a Part of such an Administration. His 
“ Situation and Treatment among his Col- 
“ leagues, correspond with the Features of 
“ his Character. They detest him for his 
“ Virtues. They envy him for his Abilities. 
“ They thwart and torment him by every 
“ Invention in their Power. They seize 
“ every Occasion to render his Position 
“ uneasy. But, from his great intellectual 
“ Resources, his unbroken Spirit soars 
“ above them ; manifesting at once his Con- 
p sciousness of the Injuries pieditated, and 
“ his Contempt of their Efforts.” Again, on 
the 8th of March, in the subsequent Year, 
1782, only a few Days before Lord North 
resigned, Fox, while expressing his Detesta¬ 
tion of the Ministers collectively, added, 
“ Yet even among them, there exists one 
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“ for whom I entertain a great Respect. I 
“ mean, the Lord Chancellor. He always 
“ takes Care indeed to convince the World 
“ that he has no Share in their Measures.” 
If Lord Thurlow had really merited these 
Eulogiums; —if, while despising and disap¬ 
proving the Measures of the Cabinet in 
which he sat and voted, he nevertheless 
supported them in his Place on the Wool? 
sack in the House of Peers, and on all Oc? 
casions;—how relaxed must have been his 
political Principles? But, Fox dispensed 
his Praises, or his Censures, as I always 
thought, with too much Regard to present 
Circumstances; retracting the one or the 
other, just as the Exigency of the Moment 
dictated; and covering all Contradictions 
under the Blaze of his Eloquence. Only 
one Year later, in March, 1783, at which 
Time he had formed his Union with Lord 
North, he launched out into the severest 
Accusations of Lord Thurlow, because at 
that Time Fox knew, the Chancellor formed 
the principal Impediment to the Coalition 
getting Possession of the Government. 

Lord Thurlow’s admirable intellectual 
Parts were nevertheless by no Means un- 
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accompanied with corresponding Defects. 
As Lord Chancellor, he was accused of 
Procrastination, in suffering the Causes 
brought before him in his Court, to accu¬ 
mulate without End. Perhaps, this Charge, 
so frequently made against those who have 
held the Great Seal, was not however more 
true, as applied to him, than of others who 
succeeded to his Office. But, even in Par¬ 
liament, his Temper, morose, sullen, and in¬ 
tractable, sometimes mastering his Reason, 
prevented him from always exerting the Fa¬ 
culties with which Nature had endowed 
him ; or at least clouded and obscured their 
Effect. In the Cabinet, these Shades of 
Character, which rendered him often imprac¬ 
ticable, were not to be surmounted by any 
Efforts or Remonstrances. It can hardly be 
believed that at the weekly Ministerial Din¬ 
ners, where,, after the Cloth was removed, 
Measures of State were often discussed or 
agitated ; Lord Thurlow would frequently 
refuse to take any Part. He has even more 
than once left his Colleagues to deliberate, 
while he sullenly stretched himself along the 
Chairs, and fell, or appeared to fall, fast 
asleep. If I had not received this Fact from 
an Eye Witness, and a Member of that 
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(Cabinet, I should not indeed venture to re¬ 
port a Thing so improbable. The Circum¬ 
stance was, however, it may be presumed, 
well known to Fox and his Friends. 

Notwithstanding the Ruggedness and As¬ 
perity which he displayed, as well as the 
bold Freedom of Speech exercised by him ; 
Qualities that procured him the Nick-name 
of the Tyger; no Man could at Times ap¬ 
pear more pleasipg, affable, and communica¬ 
tive in Conversation. I have once or twice 
seen him on such Occasions, which were 
more highly valued, because they were rare 
or unexpected. During the Period of his 
Youth, he had led a dissolute Life; and 
like “ Ranger” in the “ Suspicious Hus- 
“ band,” had given Proofs of his Devotion 
to Pleasures, scarcely compatible, as it 
might have been thought, with the severe 
Studies and Profession of the Law. To 
these Irregularities, the Duchess of Kingston 
imprudently ventured to allude, when she 
said that she could relate “a Canterbury 
“ Tale,” while on her Trial at the Bar of the 
House of Lords, when Thurlow filled the 
Post of Attorney General. Like Henley, 
Earl of Northington, his Predecessor in the 
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high Office of Chancellor, (the Lord Ring¬ 
bone of Anstie’s “ Bath Guide,”) Thurlow 
mingled Oaths and Execrations with his 
common Discourse. In the Afternoon of 
Life, Conviviality, Wine, and festive Society, 
unbent his Mind. It was in Company with 
Mr. Rigby, Lord Gower, Lord Weymouth, 
Mr. Dundas, and a few other select Friends, 
that he threw off his constitutional Severity. 
At the Pay Office in Whitehall, where Rigby 
then resided, Lord Thurlow frequently for¬ 
got the double Toils annexed to his Situa¬ 
tion, as Head of the Law, and as Minister 
of State. Perhaps, on these Occasions, 
when the Bottle circulated freely, he some¬ 
times indulged himself in Animadversions 
on Men and Measures, which were after¬ 
wards reported to Fox, and might in some 
Measure justify, or at least explain, the Ex¬ 
pressions used by the latter, when speaking 
of Lord Thurlow, in the House of Commons. 
Possessed of Faculties so transcendent, how¬ 
ever mingled with human Weakness and In¬ 
firmity, he must always be considered as 
one of the most distinguished Individuals 
who has sat in the Councils of George the 
Third, at any Period of his Reign. 
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We descend now to the less efficient Mem¬ 
bers of the Cabinet. Lord Bathurst, who 
had been at this Time President of the 
Council, ever since the Resignation of Lord 
Gower, in the Autumn of 1779, was Son to 
the celebrated Allen Bathurst, created a 
Peer by Queen Anne, in 1711 ; and who 
might, at the Time of his Decease, be con¬ 
sidered as the last of the great Knot of Wits 
and Men of Genius, that rendered in some 
Measure illustrious, the short, as well as 
inglorious Ministry, of Oxford and Boling- 
broke. It is to him that Pope addresses the 
“ Third Epistle of his Moral Essays ;” to 
him, in Conjunction with Lord Burlington, 
the famous Architect, that he alludes, when 
he says, 

ft Who then shall grace, or who improve the Soil ? 
tl Who plants like Bathurst , or who builds like Boyle ." 

He lived to an almost patriarchal Age, in 
Possession of nearly all the Faculties of his 
Body and Mind; passing the greater Part 
of the Evening of his Life, amidst those 
superb Woods, and under those Shades 
which he Had reared, immortalized by Pope, 
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at Oakley Grove in Glocestershire ; enjoying 
the rare Felicity to see his Son hold the 
Great Seal of England. I believe he died 
in 1775; having by a singular Destiny, 
which perhaps has no Parallel in our His¬ 
tory, outlived more than sixty Years, the 
Princess who raised him to the Peerage. 

His Son may probably be considered as 
the least able Lawyer to whom the Great 
Seal of this Country was confided, in the 
Course of the Eighteenth Century. Lord 
King, who became Chancellor under George 
the First, though he survived his Faculties, 
and is said to have drivelled on the Bench, 
originally displayed eminent intellectual 
Powers ; which deservedly raised him from 
an obscure Origin, his Father, having been 
a Bookseller at Exeter, to that great legal 
Dignity. Yet, Lord Bathurst held his Office 
during seven or eight Years; and I have 
been assured that his Decrees, while he pre¬ 
sided at the Head of the Court of Chancery, 
were in general regarded by the Bar, as wise, 
just, and unexceptionable. A Fact, equally 
singular as it is true, but, which I know 
from the best Authority, is, that from No¬ 
vember 1775, down to June, 1778, compre- 
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bending a Period of more than two Years 
and a half, when Lord Weymouth and Lord 
Bathurst sat together in the same Cabinet; 
the former Nobleman, and not the Chancel¬ 
lor, decided all the Law Questions brought 
before them in their ministerial Capacity. 
His Decisions, dictated by admirable Sense, 
united Brevity and Perspicuity, to the most 
comprehensive Intelligence. Lord Bathurst 
was, of all the Members of Administration, 
the most advanced in Age; nor could he, 
like his Father, boast of Exemption from the 
Infirmities usually attendant on that Period 
of Life. A Degree of Caducity was visible 
in his Frame, and even his Mind did not 
appear to be wholly exempt from Decay. 
In Parliament, his Talents were rarely ex¬ 
erted ; but, his unsullied Character, and moral 
Qualities, entitled him to universal Respect. 

The Earl of Dartmouth, as Lord Privy 
Seal, in Right of his Office filled a Seat in 
the Cabinet. His near Affinity to Lord 
North, and that Circumstance alone, placed 
him ostensibly in Administration; Lord 
Dartmouth’s Mother, Viscountess Lewisham, 
having married, after her first Husband’s 
Decease, the Earl of Guildford. In his 
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public Character, whether in, or out of Par¬ 
liament, he excited no Share of general 
Attention, and lays Claim to no Place in 
the History of his own Time. 

The Secretary at War, on the contrary, 
though not possessing a Seat in the Cabinet, 
constituted an Object of universal Consi¬ 
deration, and attracted all Eyes towards 
him. Mr. Charles Jenkinsori, since created 
Earl of Liverpool, occupied in 1781, that 
Employment. Few Persons in the Course 
of this long and eventful Reign, have played 
so important a Part behind the Curtain of 
State. Still fewer Individuals have attained 
to such Eminence, personal as well as poli¬ 
tical, unaided by the Advantages of high 
Birth, or of natural Connexions. Descended 
from a very respectable Family, that had 
been raised to the Baronetage by Charles 
the Second in 1661, his paternal .Fortune 
was nevertheless of the most limited De¬ 
scription, when he commenced his Career. 
But, his Talents, which were admirably 
adapted to secure his future Elevation, soon 
dispersed the Clouds that attended the 
Morning of his Life They recommended 
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him to Lord Bute, then at the Head of the 
Treasury, who made Mr. Jenkinson his pri T 
vate Secretary; and through the Interposi¬ 
tion of that Nobleman, he became not only 
personally known to the Sovereign, but, 
highly acceptable at St. James’s. When 
Lord Bute withdrew in 1763, from the Post 
of first Minister, Mr. Jenkinson still con¬ 
tinued to occupy the same confidential 
Employment under his Successor, George 
Grenville; nor was he displaced till Lord 
Rockingham came into Power, in July, 
1765; when Burke succeeded him in that 
Situation. Those who supposed or asserted, 
that a secret Communication was still main¬ 
tained between Lord Bute and the King; as 
well as all those who chose to consider Lord 
Bute as the efficient, though concealed, Mo¬ 
ver of the Machine of Government; accused 
Mr. Jenkinson of forming the confidential 
Medium, through which that Intercourse 
was principally maintained. So delicate a 
Trust, if we assume its Existence, neces¬ 
sarily exposed him to popular Clamour, as 
being equally unconstitutional in itself, and 
dangerous to the Liberties of the British 
People. But, in Proportion to the Obloquy 
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that such an Imputation excited, was the 
Respect that it attracted. 

As Lord Bute gradually retired into the 
Shade of private Life, and became insensi-' 
bly forgotten, Mr. Jenkinson proportionably 
came forward in his own Person, and on his 
own proper Merits. Throughout the whole 
Period of Lord North’s Administration, from 
1770 down to 1782, his Intercourse with the 
King, and even his Influence over the royal 
Mind, were assumed to be constant, pro¬ 
gressive, commensurate with, and sometimes 
paramount to, or subversive of, the Measures 
proposed by the First Minister. However 
difficult of Proof such Assertions were, and 
however contrary, as I believe, they were to 
Truth or Fact, they did not operate the less 
forcibly on the Bulk of the Nation, and were 
not less eagerly credited by Men of all 
Parties. No Denials on the Part of Persons 
in Power, could erase the Impression, which 
Newspapers and Pamphlets industriously 
circulated through the Kingdom. In the 
House of Commons, where their Operation 
was widely felt; the Speakers in Opposition 
continually affected to consider Lord Nprtji, 
together with the whole Cabinet, as played 
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on by unseen Agents, who alone possessed 
the Secret of State, and the real Confidence 
of the Crown. “ The noble Lord,” said Fox, 
when addressing Parliament on the 26th of 
March, 1781, where I was present and heard 
him, “ would never have been invited to 
“ accept his present Office, except under the 
“ Condition of promising to execute the 
“ Measures chalked out to him respecting 
“ America. He would not have been suf- 
“ ferred to remain in Office, if he had de- 
“ dined to carry on the War with the Colo- 
“ nies. His Acquiescence in, and Submis- 
“ sion to those weak, as well as wicked 
“ Measures, in madly beginning, and more 
“ madly persevering in that accursed War, 
“ is the Price of his Place.” Lord North, 
though he rose when Fox sat down, and 
though he answered many other Passages of 
Fox’s Speech, with great Ability, descend¬ 
ing to the most minute Details; yet neither 
denied this Charge, nor expressed any In¬ 
dignation at such an Assertion. His Silence 
emboldened his Opponents, who did not 
scruple even to designate Mr. Jenkinson as 
the Depositary of this mysterious and unde¬ 
fined Influence ; if not exclusively, yet in an 
eminent Degree. Of course, whenever he 
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rose to speak, all Attention was absorbed 
by him, as being the supposed Oracle who 
knew, and might promulgate, those hidden 
Truths of'State, in which Ministers them¬ 
selves, it was pretended, were not always 
allowed to participate, and of which he con¬ 
stituted the only certain Channel. 

At this Time he was about Fifty-four 
Years of Age, and in his Person he rose 
above the common Height; but, his lank 
Limbs and Figure were destitute of Ele¬ 
gance or of Grace. The Expression of his 
Countenance, I find it difficult to describe, 
as without having in his Face any Lines 
strongly marked, it was not destitute of 
deep Intelligence. Reflection and Caution 
seemed to be stamped on every Feature; 
while his Eyes, like those of Don Manuel 
Ordonnez in “ Gil Bias,” were usually, even 
in Conversation, directed downwards to¬ 
wards the Earth. Something impervious 
and inscrutable seemed to accompany and 
to characterize his Demeanour, which awa¬ 
kened Curiosity, while it repressed or dis¬ 
couraged Enquiry. His Enemies asserted 
that he resembled a dark Lanthorn; and as 
much as the human Figure or Physiognomy 

VOL. II. p 
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can ever be supposed to offer such a strange 
Similarity, unquestionably it existed in him. 
Even the twinkling Motion of his Eyelids, 
which he half closed from Time to Time in 
speaking, made the Allusion, however fanci¬ 
ful, more close and striking. Nor should it 
be omitted, when attempting to transmit to 
Posterity an imperfect Outline of the Person 
and Address of this celebrated Nobleman, 
that his Head continually revolving on its 
Axis while he addressed his Discourse either 
to the House of Commons, or to any Indi¬ 
vidual, moved in a perpetual Circle. His 
Manners were polite, calm, and unassuming; 
grave, if not cold ; but, not distant, without 
any Mixture of Pride or Affectation. In 
Society, though reserved, he was not silent; 
and though guarded on certain Topics, com¬ 
municative on ordinary Subjects. He always 
appeared as if desirous to disclaim, and to 
reject the Consideration, which he involun¬ 
tarily attracted. It was not difficult, on a 
short Acquaintance, to discover that he had 
read Men, more than Books; though he had 
received an Academic Education, had been 
originally destined for the clerical Profession, 
and had even been admitted to Deacon’s 
Orders. Yet he neither manifested the ele- 



1781 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


211 


gant Information only to be acquired by 
visiting foreign -Countries, nor the classic 
Ideas and Images derived from a Familiarity 
with the Productions of Antiquity. Even his 
Knowledge of modern History was rather 
financial and commercial, than general or 
critical. But, in Recompence for these De¬ 
ficiencies of an ornamental Kind, he pos¬ 
sessed more useful and solid Attainments, 
calculated to raise their Possessor in Life. 

No Man in official Situation, was sup¬ 
posed to understand, better the Principles 
of Trade, Navigation, Manufactures, and 
Revenue. He had written and published 
on those Subjects, in a Manner that suffi¬ 
ciently proved his profound Acquaintance 
with them. Supple, patient, mild, laborious, 
persevering, attentive to improve the favour¬ 
able Occasions which presented themselves, 
andialways cool, he never lost the Ground 
that he had once gained. As a Speaker in 
the House of Commons, he rose seldom, un¬ 
less called out by particular Circumstances; 
nor, when on his Legs, did he ever weary the 
Patience of his Auditors. No Ray of Wit, 
Humor, or Levity, pervaded his Speeches. 
He neither introduced into them Metaphors, 

p 2 
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Digressions, nor Citations. All was Fact 
and Business. His Language had nothing 
in it animated or elevated. Scarcely was it 
indeed always correct, or exempt from some 
little Inelegancies and Redundancies of Dic¬ 
tion. But it never was defective in the 
Essentials of Perspicuity, Brevity, and tho¬ 
rough Information. He used to remind me 
of a Man crossing a Torrent on Stones; and 
so carefully did he place his Foot at every 
Step, as never once to wet his Shoe. I have 
seen him, before a crowded House, acquit 
himself with wonderful Dexterity, while Se¬ 
cretary at War, when officially addressing 
Parliament. Such Qualifications, even inde¬ 
pendent of the supposed Favor of the Sove¬ 
reign, necessarily rendered him an Object 
of Respect and of Attention to every Party. 

Rigby, sole Paymaster of the Forces, oc¬ 
cupied scarcely an inferior Place to Jenkin- 
son in the public Estimation, and seemed to 
fill a much higher, in his Opinion of himself. 
As if he had meant to shew that he acted 
independently of Ministers, and was above 
their Controul, he never sat on the Govern¬ 
ment Side of the House of Commons; but 
he did not on that Account give the less un- 
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qualified Support on all Occasions, to Ad¬ 
ministration. Sheridan, with equal Severity 
and Wit, animadverted on this Line of Con¬ 
duct, during the Course of the Debate on 
the 8th of March, 1782; when Rigby, though 
he admitted that Lord North would act 
properly by resigning, yet added, that he 
should vote for that Nobleman’s Continu¬ 
ance in Power. “ The Right Honourable 
Gentleman,” observed Sheridan, “ has long 
“ declared that the American War ought 
“ to be abandoned, but he has invariably 
“ voted for its Prosecution. 1 nevertheless 
“ believe that he is very sincere. I doubt 
“ not that as a Member of this House, as a 
“ Privy Counsellor, and as a private Indi- 
“ vidual, he has always detested the War 
“ with America, as much as any Man. But, 
“ unfortunately, he has never been able to 
“ succeed in persuading the Paymaster, that 
“ it is a bad War. And in whatever Cha- 
“ racter he may speak, it is always the Pay - 
“ master who votes within these Walls. The 
“ Attacks which he sometimes makes on his 
“ noble Friend at the Head of Administra- 
“ tion, are in Fact therefore only an inge- 
“ nious Mode of giving him Support. They 
“ are only metaphorical: but. Aye and No 
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are Speeches that do not admit of a Trope 
The obtrusive Manner in which, at the 
Levee, he often thrust himself between Per¬ 
sons of the greatest Rank, in Order more 
expeditiously to approach the Sovereign, 
sufficiently indicated the Value in which he 
held his personal Appearance at St. James’s. 
When in his Place in the House of Com¬ 
mons, he was invariably habited in a full 
dress Suit of Cloaths, commonly, of a purple 
or dark Colour, without Lace or Embroi¬ 
dery, close buttoned, with his Sword thrust 
through the Pocket. Corpulent in his Per¬ 
son, he was not on that Account, unwieldy 
or inactive. His Countenance was very ex¬ 
pressive, but, not of Genius: still less did it 
indicate Timidity or Modesty. All the Com¬ 
forts of the Pay Office seemed to be . elo¬ 
quently depictured in it; and the 1 ‘ Lumen 
u purpurenm” which beamed from his suf¬ 
fused Features, served as a Comment on the 
Text of “ Junius,” when he panegyrizes the 
Duke of Bedford’s solitary Protection of 
“ blushing Merit,” in Mr. Rigby’s Person. 
His Manner, rough, yet frank; bold and 
overbearing, if not insolent, but, manly; ad¬ 
mirably set off whatever Sentiments he ut¬ 
tered in Parliament. * 
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Like Jenkinson, he borrowed neither from 
ancient, nor from modern Authors. His Elo¬ 
quence was altogether his own, simple, strong 
and natural; addressed, not to the Fancy, 
but, to the plain Comprehension of his Hear¬ 
ers. Whatever he meant, he expressed in¬ 
deed without Circumlocution, or Declama-. 
tion. There was a happy Audacity about his 
Forehead, which must have been the Gift of 
Nature: Art could never attain to it by any 
Efforts. He seemed neither to fear, nor even 
to respect the House, whose Composition, as 
a Body, he well knew; and to the Members 
of which Assembly, he never appeared to give 
Credit for any Portion of Virtue, Patriotism, 
or Public Spirit. Far from concealing these 
Sentiments, he insinuated, or even pro¬ 
nounced them without Disguise; and from 
his Lips they neither excited Surprize, nor 
even commonly awakened Reprehension. 
Fox usually treated Rigby with great Cour¬ 
tesy ; and on some Occasions, even with a 
Degree of Attention, approaching to Predi¬ 
lection or Regard:—Sentiments which al¬ 
ways met with a suitable Return. Rigby 
had succeeded his Father, Lord Holland, in 
the Pay Office, after a short Interval of three 
Years. But, Sheridan observed no such 
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Management or Delicacy towards the Pay¬ 
master. On the same Day that he, had 
commented with such ingenious Severity re¬ 
lative to the inconsistent, but, invariable 
Support extended by Rigby to Administra¬ 
tion; Sheridan animadverted in strong Terms, 
on the disrespectful, or rather, the contemp¬ 
tuous Manner, in which, on all Occasions, 
he mentioned the constituent Body of the 
People. “ That Right Honourable Member,” 
said he, “ treats the Petitions recently pre- 
“ sented from various Parts of the Kingdom, 
“ praying for a Termination of the American 
“ War, in a way highly indecent, and at the 
“ same Time equally impolitic. The People 
“ begin to be sufficiently irritated, and Gen- 
“ tlemen will act wisely not to make XJse of 
“ contumelious Expressions towards them, 
“ in this Assembly. They have borne much, 
“ and it may perhaps be prudent not to in- 
“ suit their Patience.” Rigby, though not 
easily arrested or intimidated, yet submitted 
in Silence to Sheridan’s Reprehensions of 
his Conduct. 

If Jenkinson might be esteemed the secret 
Oracle, to whom all those Men denominated 
the King’s Friends, constantly 1 poked for 
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Direction in difficult Cases, such as occa¬ 
sionally arose; Rigby was the avowed Stan¬ 
dard round which they rallied. Their Num¬ 
bers were considerable, though differently 
reported; and they were supposed by no 
Means to take their Directions implicitly on 
all Occasions, from the Treasury. “ Junius” 
treats them with his accustomed Severity. 
“ Ministers,’’ says he, when speaking of 
Parliament, “ are no longer the public Ser- 
“ vants of the State, but, the private Do- 
“ mestics of the Sovereign. One particular 
“ Class of Men are permitted to call them- 
“ selves the King's Friends , as if the Body 
“ of the People were the King’s Enemies: 
“ or as if His Majesty looked for a Resource 
“ or Consolation in the Attachment of a few 
“ Favourites, against the general Contempt 
“ and Detestation of his Subjects. Edward 
“ and Richard the Second, made the same 
“ Distinction between the collective Body of 
“ the People, and a contemptible Party who 
“ surrounded the Throne.” Even in the 
House of Commons, the King's Friends were 
alluded to by Name. I remember, on the 
15th of March, 1782, which formed the last 
Debate that took Place within those Walls, 
previous to Lord North’s Resignation; a 
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Member of Opposition, Mr. Harrison, one of 
the two Representatives for Grimsby, men¬ 
tioned them without Circumlocution. Lord 
North, as well as Sir Grey Cooper and Ro¬ 
binson, the two Secretaries of the Treasury, 
having declared that they had not named or 
recommended any Individual for a Share 
in the Loan recently negotiated; Harrison 
observed, that he gave them Credit for the 
Truth of their Assertion. “ But,” continued 
he, “ I entertain too good an Opinion of the 
“ Gratitude of the Gentlemen who have con- 
“ tracted for the whole of the Loan, not to 
“ suppose that they will anticipate the noble 
“ Lord’s Wishes, by giving to such Members 
“ of this House as may desire it, a sufficient 
“ Share of it to retain them steadily in that 
“ List, which by way of Pre-Eminence is 
“ denominated by the honourable Appella- 
“ tion of the King's Friends. An Appella- 
“ tion no doubt given, in Order to distin- 
“ guish them from the factious Individuals 
“ who have uniformly resisted the salutary 
“ Measures of His Majesty’s Ministers, 
“ which have brought the Country into its 
“ present envied Situation!”' No Notice was 
taken of Harrison’s Allusion, by any Mem¬ 
ber of Administration. As this Body of 
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Men grew up and encreased with the Pro¬ 
gress of the American War, so with its Ter¬ 
mination, they seemed to become extinct. 
After Pitt’s Victory over “ the Coalition,” 
and the Convocation of a new Parliament in 
1784, the King's Friends were found in every 
Part of the House of Commons. But, it 
was not so in 1781, under Lord North, 
when Jenkinson and Rigby were supposed, 
however erroneously, to be often more in the 
real Secret of the Crown, than the first Mi¬ 
nister himself. A very select Party usually 
adjourned to the Pay Office, after late Even¬ 
ings in the House of Commons, where the 
good Cheer and the Claret, obliterated all 
painful Recollections connected with public 
Affairs. 


The Post of Treasurer of the Navy was 
held by Mr. Welbore Ellis, whom we have 
since seen, after ostensibly filling the Office 
of Colonial Secretary of State, for a few 
Weeks, on the Resignation of Lord George 
Germain; and after occupying during several 
Years a distinguished Place in the Ranks of 
Opposition; raised in the Winter of Life, by 
Mr. Pitt, like so many other Individuals, to 
the Dignity of a British Peer. He might be 
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considered as the Nestor of the Ministry, 
and of the House of Commons. In his 
Figure, Manner, and Deportment, the very 
Essence of Form, he regularly took his Place 
on the Treasury Bench, dressed in all Points 
as if he had been going to the Drawing-room 
at St. James’s. His Eloquence was of the 
same Description as himself, precise, grave, 
and constrained; unilluminated by Taste, 
and calculated to convince, more than to 
exhilarate or electrify his Audience. The 
Respect due to his Age, Character, and Em¬ 
ployment, rather than the Force or Novelty 
of his Arguments, commonly secured him a 
patient Hearing ; but he was neither listened 
to with Enthusiasm, nor regretted, when he 
ceased actively to exert his Abilities in Sup¬ 
port of the Measures of Administration." 

The Attorney General, Wallace, as well 
as Mansfield, Solicitor General, were men 
of acknowledged Talents, Parliamentary, no 
less than Professional. The latter manifested 
great Energies of Mind and Character. But, 
it might be esteemed in some degree their 
Misfortune, that having recently succeeded 
two Persons so eminent as Thurlow and 
Wedderburn, th«e House could not avoid 
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judging of them more by Comparison with 
their Predecessors, than by their own intrin¬ 
sic Merit. Both the Attorney and Solicitor 
General were moreover obscured in the su¬ 
perior intellectual Powers, that characterized 
Mr. Dundas, then Lord Advocate of Scot¬ 
land, and since created Viscount Melville. 
His Figure, tall, manly, and advantageous; 
his Countenance, open, cheerful, and pleasing¬ 
ly expressive, though tinged with convivial 
Purple, prejudiced in his Favor. Neither 
the Scotticisms with which his Speeches 
abounded, nor an Accent peculiarly North¬ 
ern, as well as uncouth, could prevent his 
assuming and maintaining that conspicuous 
Place in the Ministerial Ranks, to which 
his pre-eminent Parts entitled him. These 
very Defects of Elocution or of Diction, by 
the ludicrous Effect that they produced, be¬ 
came often converted into Advantages; as 
they unavoidably operated to force a Smile 
from his bitterest Opponents, and checquered 
with momentary good Humor, the Perso¬ 
nalities of Debate. The apparent Frankness 
of his Manner, which formed a striking Con¬ 
trast with Jenkinson’s guarded Reserve; con¬ 
ciliated or disarmed in some Measure those, 
whose political Opinions were most adverse 
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to Government. Never did any Man con¬ 
ceal deeper Views of every Kind, under the 
Appearance of careless Inattention to Self- 
interest. In him was exemplified the Re¬ 
mark, that “ Ars est celare Artern 3nd the 
seeming Want of Caution or Artifice in his 
ordinary Intercourse, capacitated him for 
contending successfully with Men of more 
habitual Self-command. His Voice, strong, 
clear, and sonorous, enabled him to sur¬ 
mount the Noise of a popular Assembly, 
and almost to enforce Attention, at Moments 
of the greatest Clamor or Impatience. Far 
from shunning the Post of Danger, he always 
seemed to court it 5 and was never deterred 
from stepping forward to the Assistance of 
Ministers, by the Violence of Opposition, by 
the Unpopularity of the Measure to be de¬ 
fended, or by the Difficulty of the Attempt. 

His Speeches, able, animated, and argu¬ 
mentative, were delivered without Hesita¬ 
tion, and unembarrassed by any Timidity. 
If they displayed no Ornaments of Style, 
and no Beauties of Composition, it was im- 
possible to accuse them of any Deficiency in 
sterling Sense, or in solid Ability. He was 
indeed, without excepting Lord George Ger- 
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main himself, the most powerful Auxiliary 
whom Lord North could boast of possess¬ 
ing in the Lower House. Though elevated 
in the Trammels of Scotch Jurisprudence, 
and long accustomed to plead at the Bar of 
that Country; his Mind, which disdained so 
confined a Sphere of Action, propelled him 
to try his Force on a greater Theatre. Ani¬ 
mated by this Resolution, he quitted the 
Study of Law, for the Career, of Politics; 
and in Defiance of every Impediment, aban¬ 
doning the Court of Session, ventured to seek 
Fortune in an English House of Commons. 
Conscious of his own intellectual Superiori¬ 
ty, and guided by a profound, but well-regu¬ 
lated Ambition, he already aspired to Offices 
and Situations, seemingly beyond the Pale 
of his legal Profession. India,.he thought, 
and wisely thought, opened to him a Field 
worthy of his Talents; and the State of Dan¬ 
ger, as well as of Disorder, into which those 
extensive Dominions had been thrown, by 
the Mismanagement or Incapacity, of the 
East-India Company’s Servants, particularly 
on the Coast of Coromandel, necessarily 
brought their Affairs under Parliamentary 
Discussion. The Occasion appeared favor¬ 
able, and he availed himself of it with prompt 
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Decision. Placed, as he was soon after¬ 
wards, at the Head of a Secret Committee, 
appointed to enquire into the Causes of the 
War existing in the Carnatic; he there laid 
the Foundation of the Power which we have 
since seen him exercise as a Minister of that 
Department, under the Administration of 
Mr. Pitt, during many successive Years. 
Expensive from natural Character, by no 
means averse to Pleasure, or insensible to 
female Charms; always blending Convivi¬ 
ality in some Measure with Business, and 
regardless of Money, except as constituting 
the Source of Enjoyment; he never failed 
to form one of the festive Party which met 
at the Pay Office. Closely connected in Po¬ 
litics, no less than by Habits of Life and 
private Friendship, with Rigby; they might 
be said to act indeed in secret Unison, and 
to lend each other a mutual Assistance on 
every Occasion. 

The two Secretaries of the Treasury oc¬ 
cupied a very different Place in the Scale of 
Ministerial, or rather, of Parliamentary Im¬ 
portance, under Lord North’s Administra¬ 
tion. Sir Grey Cooper, with the single Ex¬ 
ception of the Cornish Boroughs in the In- 
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terest of the Crown, and the Revenues of 
the Duchy itself, both which were entrusted 
to his Superintendence during the Minority 
of the Prince of Wales ; was confined to the 
mere official Duties of his Post. But, Ro¬ 
binson might be considered as one of the 
most active and essential Functionaries of 
the Executive Government. I kneV him in¬ 
timately, both in, and out of Office. A Na¬ 
tive of the County of Westmoreland, and 
descended from an ancient Family of High¬ 
land Origin; though unadorned with any 
Accomplishments of Education, or Advan¬ 
tages of Address, he nevertheless displayed 
many Qualifications that fitted him admir¬ 
ably for his Situation. His Person was 
coarse, inelegant, and somewhat inclined to 
Corpulency: but he possessed solid Judg¬ 
ment, and Suavity of Temper, combined 
with plain, unaffected, and conciliating Man¬ 
ners ; was capable of great Application, as 
well as of steady Friendship, and by no 
means wanted Decision of Character. 

On him devolved that delicate and most 
important Department, then . known by the 
Denomination of The Management of the 
House of Commons: a Branch of Adminis- 
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tration, or rather, of secret Service, unfor¬ 
tunately interwoven with, and inseparable 
from, the Genius of the British Constitution; 
perhaps, of every Form of Government in 
which Democracy, or popular Representa¬ 
tion, makes an essential part. Towards the 
Close of an unfortunate War, when the Mi¬ 
nistry was threatened with annual, or almost 
monthly Dissolution, and when a numerous 
Opposition acquired Strength, in Proportion 
to the national Misfortunes; this Manage¬ 
ment required unceasing Vigilance. Robin¬ 
son was the Depository of the “ Livre 
rouge” where were supposed, or asserted to 
be contained, the Names of those Members 
of one, if not of both Houses of Parliament, 
who were retained by, and devoted to, the 
Administration. But, it was not only in the 
secret Arrangements of official Business, 
that he manifested Dexterity and Energy. He 
more than once exercised with equal Ability 
and Effect, as I know, the Functions of 
higher Officers of State. It was he, who, on 
the Refusal of Lord Weymouth, then Secre¬ 
tary for the Southern Department; counter¬ 
signed the Secret Orders, which were sent 
out to JYlndras, over land, on the 14th of 
April, 1778, by the Chairman and Deputy 
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Chairman of the East India Company, au¬ 
thorizing the immediate Attack of Pondi¬ 
cherry. To the manly Decision.of this timely 
Measure, which is not the less true, because 
it may appear improbable, or because venal 
and ignorant Reviewers have declared it “ a 
“ perfect Impossibility a Measure em¬ 
braced by Lord North at a Moment when 
the War with France, though inevitable and 
impending, was not actually commenced ; 
we owed the Capture of that important Set¬ 
tlement, the chief Establishment of the Ene¬ 
my on the Coromandel Coast, which gave us 
an Ascendant over the French, during the 
whole future Course of Hostilities in India. 

After having surveyed the Members of 
the Cabinet, and the principal parliamentary 
Characters on the ministerial Side of the 
House of Commons, it is natural to proceed 
to the great Individuals who composed the 
Opposition in that Assembly. Mr. Fox, 
from the Union of Birth, Connexions, Ta¬ 
lents, and Eloquence, which met in his Per¬ 
son,'had become, in the Beginning of 1781, 
confessedly, without any Competitor, their 
Leader. Having attained his thirty-second 
Year, he consequently united all the Ardor 
Q 2 
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of Youth, to the Experience acquired in ma- 
turer Life. It was impossible to contem¬ 
plate the Lineaments of his Countenance, 
without instantly perceiving the indelible 
Marks of Genius. His Features, in them¬ 
selves dark, harsh, and saturnine, like those 
of Charles the Second, from whom he de¬ 
scended in the maternal Line ; derived never¬ 
theless a Sort of Majesty, from the Addition 
of two black and shaggy Eye-brows, which 
sometimes concealed, but more frequently 
developed, the Workings of his Mind. Even 
these Features, however seemingly repulsive, 
yet did not readily assume the Expression 
of Anger, or of Enmity; whereas they fre¬ 
quently, and as it were naturally, relaxed 
into a Smile, the Effect of which became ir¬ 
resistible, because it appeared to be the In¬ 
dex of a benevolent and complacent Dispo¬ 
sition. His Figure, broad, heavy, and in¬ 
clined to Corpulency, appeared destitute of 
all Elegance or Grace, except the Portion 
conferred on it by the Emanations of Intel¬ 
lect,, which at times diffused over his whole 
Person, when he was speaking, the most im¬ 
passioned Animation. In his Dress, which 
had constituted an Object of his Attention, 
earlier in Life, he had then become negligent 
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to a Degree not altogether excusable in. a 
Man, whose very Errors or Defects pro* 
duced Admirers and Imitators. At five and 
twenty I have seen him apparrelled en petit 
Maitre , with a Hat and Feather, even in the 
House of Commons; but in 1781, he con¬ 
stantly, or at least usually, wore in that As- 
sembly, a blue frock Coat, and a buff Waist¬ 
coat, neither of which seemed in general 
new, and sometimes appeared to be thread¬ 
bare. Nor ought it to be forgotten that 
these Colours, like the White Rose formerly 
worn by the Adherents of the Family of Stu¬ 
art , or the Corsican Violet of more modern. 
Times, then constituted the distinguishing 
Badge or Uniform of Washington and the 
American Insurgents. In this Dress he al¬ 
ways took his Seat, not upon the front Op¬ 
position Bench, but, on the third Row behind, 
close to that Pillar supporting the Gallery, 
which is nearest to the Speaker’s Chair. It 
was not till 1782, or rather till the Beginning 
of 1783, that, with Lord North by his Side, 
he first began to sit on the Opposition 
Bench, technically so denominated in ordi¬ 
nary Language. I am sensible that these 
minute Particulars are in themselves unim¬ 
portant, but they nevertheless approximate 
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and identify the Object. And that Object 
is Mr. Fox. 

His paternal Descent was by no Means 
illustrious, nor was the Elevation of his Fa¬ 
mily sufficiently ancient, to shed over it that 
species of genealogical Respect, only to be 
derived from the Lapse of. Time, Collins , 
indeed, very equivocally observes in his 
“ Peerage,” when treating of the Barony of 
Holland, that “ there were Foxes in England 
“ before the Norman Conquest.” But, I 
have always understood that his Grandfather, 
Avho rose by his Abilities to considerable 
Eminence, and was knighted by the name 
of Sir Stephen Fox, as well as raised to the 
Dignity of a Privy Councillor; had been a 
Chorister Boy in the Cathedral of Salisbury, 
when in 1651 he accompanied Lord Wilmot 
to France, after the Defeat of Charles the 
Second at the Battle of Worcester. It has 
been maintained, and I have heard it as¬ 
serted, that their Names were originally Pa- 
lafox; that they formed a Branch of that 
noble Arragonese Family, so distinguished 
in the present Age, by the glorious Defence 
of Sarragossa ; and that they first came into 
this Country in 1588, when one of the Spa- 
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nish Armada being stranded on our Coast, 
the Survivors, among whom was a Palafox, 
settled in England. I have however always 
regarded this Story as a mere. Fable. Sir 
Stephen Fox, towards the End of a long 
Life, during which he made great Advances 
to Honors and Dignities, having married, 
became at seventy-five Years of Age, the Fa¬ 
ther of two Sons born at the same Birth. 
These Twins were both in process of Time 
elevated to the Peerage; a Fact which had 
antecedently been realized to a certain De¬ 
gree, in the Cecil, as well as in the Herbert 
Family, under James the First. Charles 
the First again exhibited it in the House of 
Rich; and we have since seen it exemplified 
in the Families of Walpole , of Percy , of 
Hood , of Wellesley , and various others. 

While the elder Son of Sir Stephen Fox 
was created Earl of Ilchester, by George the 
Second; the youngest, Henry, acquired a 
Barony in the Beginning of the present 
Reign, by the Title of Lord Holland. He 
was unquestionably a Man of very eminent 
Attainments, possessing a classic Mind, cul¬ 
tivated by Study, adorned by Travel, and 
illuminated by a Taste for Poetry, as well as 
all the elegant Arts. But, he is better 
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known in the political History of the late 
Reign, where he performed a principal JPart 
in the ministerial Ranks, no less than in the 
parliamentary Annals, till he sunk under 
the superior Ascendant, sustained by the ir¬ 
resistible Eloquence, of the first Earl of 
Chatham, as Antony’s Genius is said to 
have been rebuked under that of Augustus. 
Of immeasurable Ambition, and equally in¬ 
satiable of Wealth, Lord Holland was en¬ 
abled, by possessing the lucrative Post of 
Paymaster of the Forces, which he held 
during several Years in Time of War, and 
subsequent to the Peace of Fontainbleau 
down to 1765, to accumulate an immense 
Fortune. It was not however attained.with¬ 
out great Unpopularity and Obloquy, which 
accompanied him to the Grave; and ex¬ 
posed him to much, perhaps to unmerited, 
Abuse or Accusation. His moral Charac¬ 
ter did not indeed stand as high in the na¬ 
tional Estimation, either in a public, or in a 
private Point of View, as did his Abilities. 
But he cemented the Greatness of his Fa¬ 
mily, by allying himself in Marriage with 
the ducal House of Lenox. 

Of his three Sons, Lord Holland early 
perceived the extraordinary Talents which 
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Nature had conferred on the second; and 
in the fond Anticipation of that Son’s future 
political Elevation' exhausted on his Educa¬ 
tion, every Effort which might expand or 
mature his opening Capacity. But, he 
adopted a vicious and dangerous Principle, 
in ordering that the Boy should neither be 
contradicted nor punished, for almost any 
Acts in his Power to commit, of puerile Mis¬ 
conduct or Indiscretion. “ Let nothing be 
“ done to break his Spirit,” said Lord Hol¬ 
land ; “ the World will effect that Business 
“ soon enough.” When he made the Tour 
of Prance and Italy, he was accompanied by 
a Gentleman of eminent Parts, Mr. George 
Macartney; who afterwards, towards the 
Close of a Life passed in the public Service, 
attained, himself, in his own Person, to the 
Peerage. We may see in the Letters of Ma¬ 
dame du Deffand to Horace Walpole, the 
Species of Impression which Mr. Fox’s En¬ 
dowments, and the Sallies of his juvenile 
Impetuosity, made on the .Minds of the Pa¬ 
risians. They seem to have considered him 
as a Sort of Phenomenon, which dazzled 
and astonished, more than it pleased or de¬ 
lighted them. Before he attained fully to 
the Age at which he could constitutionally 
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vote, though he might speak, in Parliament, 
his Father procured him a Seat in the House 
of Commons ; and his Talents, aided by his 
Connexions, placed him towards the Close 
of 1772, on the ministerial Bench, as a Mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Treasury. He occupied 
the Situation about two Years. 

This early Association to Lord North’s 
Administration, might nevertheless be con¬ 
sidered as an unfortunate Circumstance in 
its Results, since it involved him in the Un¬ 
popularity attached to various Measures 
then adopted by the Government, which 
subsequently led to a Rupture with Ame¬ 
rica. That even previous to his Attainment 
or Acceptance of Office, he was regarded by 
the Enemies of Administration, as a devoted 
Partizan of Ministry, in training for future 
desperate Service, is evident from the Man¬ 
ner in which “ Junius” speaks of him. Writ¬ 
ing to the Duke of Grafton, in June, 1771, 
he says,—“ In vain would he (the King) 
“ have looked round him for another Cha- 
“ racter so consummate as yours. Lord 
“ Mansfield shrinks from his Principles. 
“ His Ideas of Government perhaps go far- 
“ ther than your own, but his Heart dis^ 
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“ graces the Theory of his Understanding.— 
“ Charles Fox is yet in JBlossom; and as for 
“ Mr. Wedderburn, there is something about 
“ him, which even Treachery cannot trust.” 
These ministerial Fetters did not however 
long detain him in parliamentary Bondage. 
The sarcastic Mode of Expression chosen 
by Lord North, to communicate Mr. Fox’s 
Dismission from the Treasury Board, is well 
known. “ His Majesty,” observed the first 
Minister to some Persons near him, “has 
“named new Commissioners of the Trea- 
“ sury, among whom I do not see the Name 
“ of the Hon. Charles James Fox.” From 
that Period, having inlisted under the Ban¬ 
ners of Opposition, and being aided by the 
Errors or Misfortunes of the American War, 
he attained in the Course of about six Years, 
to the highest Eminence among the formid¬ 
able Body of Men who then opposed the 
Measures of the Crown, 

Pleasures of every Description, to which 
his Constitution or Inclinations impelled 
him, divided however with political Pur¬ 
suits, the early Portion of his Life; some of 
which, if Fame reported truly, might have 
furnished Matter for a new “ Atalantis.” * It 
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hiay be curious nevertheless, for those Per¬ 
sons who only remember Him either as a 
leading Member of the Minority, or in Office 
as Minister, to contemplate Mr. Fox when 
at the Head of the Ton, w'ho were then 
denominated “Macaronis.” The Author of 
the “Heroic Epistle.to Sir William Cham¬ 
bers,” published, 1 believe, early in 1773; 
which Production is commonly, though per¬ 
haps erroneously, attributed to Mason; de¬ 
scribes or . produces Fox under that Cha¬ 
racter. After enumerating with vast Feli¬ 
city of Humor and Satire, the Asiatic Di¬ 
versions supposed to be exhibited for the 
Amusement of the British Sovereign, he 
thus concludes; I cite by Memory: 

“ But hark! The Shouts of Battle sound from far ! 
The Jews and Macaronis are at War. 

The Jews prevail, and thund’ring from the Stocks, 
They seize, they bind, they circumcise Charles Fox; 
Fair Schwellenbergen smiles the Sport to see. 

And all the Maids of Honor cry Te he.” 

Neither the Pleasures of refined, nor of li¬ 
centious Love, nor the social Conviviality of 
the Table, although he might occasionally 
indulge in each of those Gratifications, con¬ 
stituted however his predominant Passion; 
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All his Inclinations, from a very early Age, 
seemed to be concentrated in a more fatal 
Attachment to Play. In the Prosecution 
of that Propensity, he had squandered pro¬ 
digious Sums before his Father’s Decease, 
with which Lord Holland’s paternal Fond¬ 
ness furnished him. To the same Pursuit, 
or rather Rage, he subsequently sacrificed a 
sinecure Place of two thousand Pounds a 
Year for Life, the Clerkship of the Pells in 
Ireland; of which he came into Possession 
by the Demise of his elder Brother, Stephen, 
the second Lord Holland, in December, 
1774. After holding it scarcely ten Months, 
he sold it to Mr. Charles Jenkinson, since 
better known as Earl of Liverpool. He dis r 
posed in a similar Manner, of a fine Estate 
and a magnificent House, situated at KingSr 
gate in the Isle of Thanet, which Lord Hol¬ 
land had embellished with classic Taste, at 
an Expense that could only have been fur r 
nished by a Paymaster of the Forces. On 
a bleak Promontory, the North Foreland, 
projecting into the German Ocean, destitute 
of a single Tree, and perpetually swept by 
the East Winds, that Nobleman constructed 
a splendid Villa, worthy of Lucullus. A 
Colonnade, such as Ictinus might have raised 
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by Order of Pericles, extended in Front of 
the Edifice; but, which has since been de¬ 
molished. This superb Retreat, in Conse¬ 
quence of Fox’s Infatuation to the Gaming 
Table, speedily passed into the Possession 
of Powell, who had been Cashier in the Pay¬ 
master General’s Office under Lord Hol¬ 
land, and who subsequently finished so tragi¬ 
cally his Career.' The Office of Clerk of the 
Pells had been procured for Mr. Fox, as the 
Estate at Kingsgate had been bequeathed to 
Him, by his Father. We must confess that 
these scandalous Irregularities of Conduct, 
or rather Vices of Character, remind us more 
of Timon and of Alcibiades, than of Pericles 
or Demosthenes. 

Fox was not one of those Dupes who 
never understand the Principles of any 
Game. On the contrary he played admir¬ 
ably both at Whist, and at Picquet; with 
such Skill indeed, that by the general Ad¬ 
mission of Brookes’s Club, he might have 
made four thousand Pounds a year, as they 
calculated, at those Games, if he would 
have confined himself to them. But, his 
Misfortune arose from playing at Games of 
Chance, particularly at Faro. After eating 
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and drinking plentifully, he sat down to the 
Faro Table, and inevitably rose a Loser. 
Once indeed, and only once, he won about 
eight thousand. Pounds in the course of a 
single Evening. Part of the Money he paid 
away to his Creditors, and the Remainder he 
lost again almost immediately, in the same 
Manner. The late Mr. Boothby, so well 
known during many Years in the first Walks 
of Fashion and Dissipation ; himself an irre¬ 
claimable Gamester, and an intimate Friend 
of Fox ; yet appreciated him with much Se¬ 
verity, though with equal Truth, “ Charles,” 
observed he ? “ is unquestionably a Man of 
“ first-rate Talents, but, so deficient in Judg- 
“ ment, as never to have succeeded in any 
“ Object during his whole Life, He loved 
“ only three Things; Women, Play, and 
“ Politics. Yet, at no Period, did he ever 
“ form a creditable Connexion with a Wo- 
“ man. He lost his. whole Fortune at the 
“ Gaming-table ; and with the Exception of 
“ about eleven Months of his Life, he has 
“ remained always in Opposition.” It is 
difficult to dispute the Justice of this Por¬ 
trait. Perhaps we might add to Boothby’s 
Picture, that towards the Close of his Ca-' 
reel*, Fox emulated the Distinction of an 
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Historian; in the Pursuit of which Object 
he made laborious Efforts, and with a View 
to facilitate or to attain it, he appears princi¬ 
pally to have undertaken his Journey to 
Paris in 1802 . Whether he succeeded better 
than in the former Attempts, Posterity will 
determine: but he would certainly have at¬ 
tained a more elevated Place in the Temple 
of History, by imitating the Line of Xeno¬ 
phon or of Sallust in Antiquity, who com¬ 
memorated the Transactions of their own 
Times, than by taking for his Subject, the 
Reign of James the Second. 

The first Lord Holland died when his Son 
Charles was about twenty-four; and before 
he attained his thirtieth Year, he had com¬ 
pletely dissipated every Shilling that he 
could either command, or could procure by 
the most ruinous Expedients. He had even 
undergone at Times, many of the severest 
Privations annexed to the Vicissitudes that 
mark a Gamester’s Progress; frequently 
wanting Money to defray his common diur¬ 
nal Wants of the most pressing Nature. 
Topham Beau clerk, a man of high Birth, of 
Pleasure, and of Letters, who lived much in. 
Fox’s Society at that Period of his Life; 
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used to affirm, that no Person could form an 
Idea of the Extremities to which he had been 
driven in order to raise Money, after losing 
his last Guinea at the Faro Table. He has 
been reduced for successive Days, to such 
Distress, as to be under a Necessity of having 
Recourse to the Waiters of Brookes's Club, 
to lend him Assistance. The very Chairmen 
whom he was unable to pay, used to dun 
him for their Arrears. All Dignity of Cha¬ 
racter, and Independence of Mind, must have 
been lost amidst these Scenes of ruinous 
Dissipation. In 1781, he might however be 
considered as an extinct Yulcano ;—for, the 
pecuniary Aliment that had fed the Flame, 
was long consumed. He never indeed af¬ 
fected or attempted to conceal the State of 
Poverty, into which his Passion for Play had 
plunged him. Even on his Legs in the 
House of Commons, I have heard him.fre¬ 
quently allude to it. When Lord Holland, 
his Father’s Accounts, as Paymaster of the 
Forces, were brought in some Measure be¬ 
fore the View of Parliament, during the Ses¬ 
sion of 1781; Fox observed, that as one of 
the Executors of that deceased Nobleman, 
he lamented the Inability under which his 
Nephew lay to make any Transfer of Pro- 
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perty, while those Accounts remained un¬ 
settled. |“ Perhaps” added he, “ I have 
“ not, myselj\ any more Estates to sell; but I 
“ nevertheless feel for the Persons who have 
“ purchased of me the landed Property be- 
“ queathed me under my Father’s Will; the 
“ Titles to which must always remain in a 
“ certain Degree precarious, while his Exe- 
“ cutors have not obtained a Quietus from 
“ the Exchequer.” 

Only a few Days later in the same Ses¬ 
sion, on the 12th of June, 1781, Lord 
George Germain having asserted in the 
Course of his Speech, that “ Ministers had 
“ some Property to lose, as well as the Gen- 
“ tlemen on the other Side of the House; 
“ and in ruining their Country, as they were 
“ accused of doing, they must, involve them- 
“ selves personally in Destruction,’’ Fox 
answered, “ It is well knoivn that 1 have no 
“ Stake to lose; but, that Circumstance will 
“ not abate my Zeal for the public Welfare.” 
Rigby, who probably began already to fore¬ 
see the Termination of Lord North’s Admi¬ 
nistration as rapidly approaching, if not im¬ 
minent, paid Fox many Compliments on the 
Occasion. “ The Honorable Gentleman,” 
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said Rigby, “ represents himself as an insig- 
“ nificant Person, possessing no Property,. 
“ and having no Stake in the Country. No 
“ Man, in my Opinion, possesses a more 
“ important Stake. His Talents, his Con- 
“ nexions, and his Prospects, constitute a 
“ far more valuable Possession, than a Rent 
“ Roll of many Thousands. He is an Honor 
“ to his Country, which feels a correspond- 
“ ing public Interest in him.” These flatter¬ 
ing Expressions, though received by Fox 
with Urbanity, he did not the less disclaim 
in his Reply; adding, “ that he could not ac¬ 
cept any Testimonies of good Will shewn 
“ to himself, which were accompanied with 
“ Censures on his Friends.” At the Time of 
which I speak, Fox occupied a House or 
Lodgings in St. James’s Street, close to the 
Club at Brookes's , where he passed almost 
every Hour which was not devoted to the 
House of Commons; and during Lord 
North’s Administration, Parliament usually 
remained sitting, with short Adjournments, 
from November till July. That Club might 
then be considered as the rallying Point and 
Rendezvous of the Opposition; where, while 
Faro, Whist, and Suppers prolonged the 
Night, the principal Members of the Mino- 
r 2 
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rity in both Houses met, in order to compare 
their Information, or to concert and mature 
their parliamentary Measures. 

It must not however be imagined that 
either Fox, or the Club that he frequented, 
could altogether escape some severe Anim¬ 
adversions, on the Part of Men who con¬ 
templated both the one and the other, as 
Objects of moral Censure and Reprobation. 
I recollect that during the Session of 1781, 
Mansfield, then Solicitor General, having 
brought a Bill into “the House of Commons, 
for the Prevention of certain Abuses prac¬ 
tised on the Sunday; Martin, Member for 
Tewksbury, one of the most conscientious 
and honest Men who ever sate in Parliament, 
while he highly commended it, expressed 
his Concern that “ the Gaming Houses, 
“ which were open every Sunday, in the im- 
“ mediate Vicinity of St. James’s Palace, 
“ had not attracted the Notice of the learned 

Framer of the Bill.” He went on to say 
that “ he was astonished how Men who 
“ passed their whole Time in a continued 
“ Round of Offence to Morality, could re- 
“ concile it to their Consciences, to come 
“ down to that Assembly, and there make 
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w Laws for the Suppression of similar, or 
“ even smaller Violations of Decency among 
'* their Inferiors in Rank and Fortune.” No 
Notice whatever being taken of . these Re- 
rfiarks, Martin, in a subsequent Stage of the 
Bill, spoke out in still bolder Language 
when Fox was present. He called on the So¬ 
licitor General to answer, why those abomi¬ 
nable Nurseries of Gambling in St. James’s 
Street, were not suppressed? “ They are,” 
continued he, “ the Bane of our young Men 
“of Rank, who becoming first necessitous, 
“ lye open to the Seductions of a Minister, 
“ whose pernicious Measures can only be 
“ sustained by Corruption.” Then desig¬ 
nating Fox in Colours too accurate to be 
mistaken, he admitted that there might be 
some shining Exceptions to this Depravity. 
“ But,” added he, “ if there are any Indivi- 
“ duals of pre-eminent Abilities in this 
“ House, who might be the Scourge and the 
“ Terror of any bad Administration, 1 trust 
“ that the learned Gentleman, who is himself 
“ a Representative of one of the two Universi- 
“ ties, will exert his best Endeavours to extin- 
“ guish so crying and so destructive an Evil.” 
“ These Sentiments were re-echoed, though 
in less pointed Terms, from other Part 
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of the House. In Answer, the Solicitor Ge- 
neral observed, that “ no Country in Europe 
“ could boast of better Laws against Gam- 
“ ing, than were to be found in our Statute' 
“ Books; but, that if Men of Rank and 
“ Distinction were determined to commit 
“ Crimes which from their Nature must be 
“ perpetrated in private, no Law could tho- 
“ roughly reach the Evil.” Fox making no 
Reply, though the Allusions to himself wer$ 
palpable, Sheridan rose, and with great Ad¬ 
dress turned aside the Weapon, of which he 
could not altogether blunt the Point. Unwil¬ 
ling to offend Martin, who generally voted 
with Opposition, Sheridan directed his At¬ 
tack against the Administration. “ I trust,” 
said he, “ that the learned Gentleman who 
“ presents himself to the House on this Day, 
“ in the double Capacity of a Cato and a 
“ Petronius , at once the Censor Morurn and 
“ the Arbiter Elegantiarum of the Age; will 
“ turn his Attention towards the Suppression 
“ of a Species of Gaming more destructive 
“ to Morals than any other, and which is 
“ nevertheless patronized by the Legislature. 
“ I mean, Lotteries, which by suspending 
“ all the Pursuits of Industry, introduce 
“ among the lower Orders of People, every 
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“ Species of Depravity. This would be in- 
“ deed an Object worthy of his Exertion.” 
Mansfield was in his Turn silent, and the 
Debate took a new Turn. Unquestionably, 
the Club at White' s, as well as at Brookes s, 
was designated by Martin, when he de¬ 
nounced the Evil itself, as he spoke in the 
plural Number. But, no Member of the 
Cabinet being accused of a Passion for the 
Gaming-table, though more than one among 
them frequented White’s, the Blow fell hea¬ 
vily on Fox, Fitzpatrick, Burgoyne, and 
their Associates, while it scarcely glanced 
on Ministers. 

Nature, besides the extraordinary Endow¬ 
ments of Mind which she conferred on Fox, 
had given him likewise a Constitution origi¬ 
nally capable of prodigious Exertion. But 
he had already impaired his bodily Powers, 
by every Variety of Excess, added to the 
most violent mental Agitations. These Acts 
of Imprudence had produced their inevitable 
Consequences, though for some Time coun¬ 
teracted by Youth, or obviated by medical 
Aid. As early as 1781 , Mr. Fox was al¬ 
ready attacked with frequent Complaints of 
the Stomach and Bowels, attended by acute 
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Pain; to moderate the Symptoms of which, 
he usually had Recourse to Laudanum. The 
strongest Frame must indeed have sunk 
under such physical and moral Exhausture, 
if he had allowed himself no Interval of Re¬ 
laxation or Repose. But, happily, his Pas¬ 
sion for some of the Amusements and Sports 
of the Country, almost rivalled his Attach¬ 
ment to the Gaming-table. No sooner had 
the shooting Season commenced, than he 
constantly repaired to Norfolk. Lord Ro¬ 
bert Spencer generally accompanied him; 
and after visiting various Friends, they some¬ 
times hired a small House in the Town of 
Thetford, rose at an early Hour, and passed 
the whole Day with a Fowling-piece in their 
Hands, among Coveys of Partridges and 
Pheasants, for successive Weeks, during the 
Autumn. These salutary Occupations never 
failed of restoring the Health that he had 
lost in St. James’s Street, and in the House 
pf Commons. 

Nor did the Rage for Play ever engross' 
his whole Mind, or wholly absorb his Facul¬ 
ties. Nature had implanted in his Bosom 
many elevated Inclinations, which, though 
overpowered and oppressed for a Time, yet, 
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as he advanced in Life, continually acquired 
Strength. If Ambition formed the first, the 
Love of Letters constituted the second, of 
these Passions. When he contemplated the 
Extent of his own Parliamentary Talents, 
and compared them with those of Lord 
North, or of every other Individual in either 
House; it was impossible for him not to per¬ 
ceive the moral Certainty of his attaining by 
Perseverance, in the Course of a few Years, 
almost any public Situation to which he 
might aspire. In the Possession and Enjoy¬ 
ment of Power, he necessarily anticipated 
the Recovery of that Independence which he 
had sacrificed at the. Gaming-table; as well 
as the. Means of recompensing the zealous 
Friendship or Devotion of his numerous Ad¬ 
herents. 

No Man in public Life, ever possessed 
more determined Friends, or exercised over 
them a more unbounded Influence; though 
he was by no Means as tractable and amen¬ 
able to Reason, or to Entreaty, on many 
Occasions, as the apparent Suavity of his 
Disposition seemed to indicate. Even Inte¬ 
rest could not always bend him to a Com¬ 
pliance with the Dictates of his Judgment, 
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nor Expostulation induce him to pay the 
most ordinary Attention to Persons who had 
materially served him. In 1784, at the Elec¬ 
tion of a Member for Westminster, which 
was very obstinately contested; Horace Wal¬ 
pole, afterwards Earl of Orford, whose Age 
and delicate Health prevented him from al¬ 
most ever leaving his own House; yet sub¬ 
mitted to be carried in a Sedan Chair, from 
Berkley Square, to the Hustings in Covent- 
Garden, to vote for him. But, no Remon¬ 
strances could prevail on Fox to leave his 
Name at Mr. Walpole’s Door, though he 
passed it continually in his Morning Walks. 
Hare himself, who was one of his most fa¬ 
voured Associates, vainly exerted every Ef¬ 
fort to make him say a few civil Words to a 
Lady of Quality; the late Mrs. Hobart, af¬ 
terwards Albinia, Countess of Buckingham¬ 
shire; by whom he was seated at Supper in a 
great public Company, met at Mrs. Crewe’s 
expressly to celebrate the Success of his 
Election: a Success, to which that Lady, 
as he knew, had contributed by every Means 
in her Power; and who, as her Reward, only 
aspired to attract his Notice or Attention for 
a few Minutes. He turned his Back on her, 
and would not utter a Syllable. Hurt at 
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Fox’s Neglect, Hare , who sat nearly oppo¬ 
site to him, and who was accustomed to 
treat him with the utmost Freedom; took 
out a Pencil, wrote three Lines, and pushed 
the Paper across the Table to his Friend. 
The Lines I shall not transcribe, as they 
were too energetic, or rather, coarse, to 
allow of their Insertion: but, they adjured 
Fox, (in Language as strong as Maecenas 
used to Augustus, when he wrote to the 
Emperor, “ Siste tandem , Carnifex /”) to turn 
himself round towards the Lady in Question. 
He calmly perused the Billet, and then, 
having torn it in small Pieces, which he 
placed oil the Table; without appearing to 
pay any Attention to Hare , he turned his 
Back, if possible, still more decidedly on the 
Person, in whose Behalf the Expostulation 
was written. These Facts were related to 
me by a Nobleman, a Friend of Fox, who 
was present on the Occasion. 

If ever an Individual existed in this Coun¬ 
try, who from his natural Bias, would have 
inclined to maintain in their fullest Extent, 
all the just Prerogatives of the Crown; and 
who would have restrained within due 
Limits, every Attempt on the Part of the 
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People, to diminish its Constitutional In¬ 
fluence; we may assert that Fox was the 
Man. The Principles of his early Educa¬ 
tion; the Example and Exhortations of his 
Father, for whom he always preserved an 
affectionate Reverence, which constituted a 
most pleasing Feature of his Character ; his 
first political Connexions;—all led him to 
the Foot of the Throne. He had tasted the 
Comforts of Office under Lord North, and 
his very Wants rendered indispensable to him 
a Return to Power. Nor, whatever moral 
Disapprobation his private Irregularities un¬ 
questionably excited in the Breast of a So¬ 
vereign, whose whole Life was exempt from 
any Breach of Decency or Decorum; could 
those Defects of Conduct have formed any 
insurmountable Impediment to his Attain¬ 
ment of the highest Employments. In Point 
of Fact, neither the Duke of Grafton, -whom 
“ Junius” stigmatizes as “ a Libertine by 
Profession;” nor the Earls of Rochford and 
Sandwich, nor Lord Weymouth, nor Lord 
Barrington, nor Lord Thurlow, had been dis¬ 
tinguished by Sanctity of Manners, though 
they had all occupied the first Situations in 
the State. Sir Francis Dashwood, who after¬ 
wards became premier Baron of England, 
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under the Title of Lord Le Despenser ; and 
whom Lord Bute made Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in 1762, for his Skill, as Wilkes 
asserts, in casting up Tavern Bills; far exceed¬ 
ed in Licentiousness of Conduct, any Model 
exhibited since Charles the Second. He had 
founded a Club or Society, towards the End 
of George the Second’s Reign, denominated 
from his own Name, “ the Franciscans,” 
who, to the Number of twelve, met at Med- 
menham Abbey, near Marlow in Bucks, on 
the Banks of the Thames. Wilkes was a 
Member of this ,unholy Fraternity, of which 
he makes mention in his Letter to Earl Tem¬ 
ple, written from Bagshot, in September, 
1762. Rites, of a nature so subversive of all 
Decency, and calculated, by an Imitation 
of the Ceremonies and Mysteries of the Ro¬ 
man Catholic Church, to render Religion 
itself an Object of Contumely; were there 
celebrated, as cannot be reflected on without 
Astonishment and Reprobation. Sir Francis 
himself sometimes officiated as High Priest, 
habited in the Dress of a Franciscan Monk; 
engaged in pouring a Libation from a 
Communion-cup, to the mysterious Object 
of their Homage. Churchill, in his Poem of 
The Candidate,” has drawn him under 
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this Character, at Medmenham: but I can¬ 
not prevail on myself to cite the Passage. 
Immorality or even Profligacy, abstractedly 
considered, formed therefore, it is evident, 
no insurmountable Bar to Employment un¬ 
der George the Third. 

Fox’s Error arose, if not wholly, yet prin¬ 
cipally, from a different Source. In the 
Ardor of political Opposition, stimulated 
perhaps by domestic Wants of many Kinds, 
finding himself so long excluded from Office, 
and conscious that he was become perso¬ 
nally obnoxious to the Sovereign, not so 
much from his Irregularities, as by em¬ 
bracing the Cause and the Defence of the 
King’s revolted Subjects beyond the Atlan¬ 
tic; Fox did not always confine himself 
within a constitutional and temperate Re¬ 
sistance to the Measures of the Crown. 
Mingling the Spirit of Faction, with the 
Principles of Party; while he appeared only 
to, attack the Minister, he levelled many of 
his severest Insinuations or Accusations at 
the King. He consequently obstructed the 
Attainment of the Object, which lay within 
his Grasp. As the American War drew 
towards its Termination, he observed scarce- 
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ly any Measure in the. Condemnation which 
he expressed for the Authors of the Contest. 

When the new Parliament met on the first 
Day of November, 1780, and it was pro¬ 
posed in the Address to the Throne, that the 
House of Commons should acknowledge, 
“ the sole Objects of the King’s royal Care 
“ and Concern, were to promote the Happi- 
“ ness of his People;”—Words merely com¬ 
plimentary; Fox rising in his Place, exclaim¬ 
ed,—“ We are called on to recognize the 
“ Blessings of his Majesty’s Reign. I can- 
“ not concur in such a Vote, for 1 am not 
“ acquainted with those Blessings. The 
“ present Reign offers one uninterrupted 
“ Series of Disgrace, Misfortune, and Cala- 
“ mity!” Only a few Weeks afterwards, in 
January, 1781, when the Debate on the 
Dutch War took place,—“ The Reign of 
“ Charles the Second,” Observed Mr. Fox, 
“ who twice engaged in Hostilities with 
“ Holland, has been denominated an infa* 
“ mous Reign: but, the Evils inflicted on 
“ this Country by the Stuarts , were happily 
“ retrieved by a Revolution: while the Ills 
“ of the present Reign admit of no Redress.” 
He even proceeded to draw a Sort of Paral- 
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lei, or rather Contrast, of the most invidious 
Description, between Catherine the Second, 
and George the Third; two Sovereigns who 
having ascended the Thrones of Russia and 
of Great Britain, nearly about the same 
Time, had exhibited an opposite Line of 
Conduct: the former Empire rising under 
Catherine, into Eminence; while England, 
governed by George, sunk into Contempt. 
I recollect that towards the Close of the 
same Session of Parliament, in June, 1781 , 
during the Progress of a Debate which arose 
relative to the Payment into the Exchequer, 
of the Balances in the Hands of public Ac¬ 
countants ; Fox, who was well aware of the 
Obloquy under which his Father, Lord 
Holland’s Memory lay, as “ the Defaulter 
of unaccounted Millions,” entered largely 
and warmly into his Defence. The Evil, 
he said, resulted from that most unfortunate 
Circumstance of his Father’s Life, his ever 
having been connected with Administration 
in the Commencement of th e present Reign. 
“ Such,” continued Fox, “ has uniformly 
“ been the impenetrable Mystery, and the 
“ Intricacy of Government, throughout this 
“ unfortunate Reign; such has been the 
“ dark, perplexed, and ambiguous System 
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“ pursued by Ministers, that no Person who 
“ contemplates it, can pervade the Obscu- 
“ rity, or pierce the Clouds that invest-theii' 
“ Measures. It is become impossible to dis- 
“ tinguish the real , from the ostensible Mi- 
“ nister. Hence the guilty Author of nefa- 
“ rious or ruinous Measures, escapes with- 
u out Censure, while the Detestation and the. 
“ Disgrace fall upon the innocent.” The 
House was at no Loss to guess at whom 
these Reflections were pointed. 


In November, 1779, he far exceeded in 
Severity of Language even the foregoing 
Remarks, when he did not hesitate to com¬ 
pare Henry the Sixth, with His present 
Majesty; and to assimilate their Characters, 
Qualities, and the Disgraces of their re¬ 
spective Reigns, as affording the most com¬ 
plete Resemblance. “ Both,” he observed, 
“ owed the Crown to Revolutions: Both 
“ were pious Princes, and both lost the Ac- 
“ quisitions of their Predecessor.” The 
Speeches of Fox, it must be owned, breath¬ 
ed a very revolutionary Spirit, throughout 
the whole Progress of the American War. 
Smarting under such Reflections, the King 
began to consider the Principles and the 
VOL. ii. s 
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Doctrines of Fox, as inseparably implicated 
with Rebellion. From that Instant, the 
Splendor of his Talents only enhanced the 
Magnitude of his Offence. His Uncle, the 
Duke of ifrchmond, who seemed to emulate 
the same Distinction, and who indulged him¬ 
self in Remarks equally severe, on the sup¬ 
posed Interference of the Crown in per¬ 
petuating the Struggle, might find Pardon in 
the Mediocrity of his Abilities. But, Fox’s 
Fault necessarily inspired deeper Feelings 
of Resentment, and may be said to have 
eminently contributed to the Misfortunes 7 of 
his political Life. 

Amidst the wildest Excesses of Youth, 
even while he was the perpetual Victim of 
his Passion for Play, his elegant Mind 
eagerly cultivated at Intervals, a Taste for 
Letters. His Education had made him early 
acquainted with the Writers of Greece and 
Rome, historical, as well as philosophical 
and poetical. ' The beautiful Passages of 
Virgil, Horace, Tacitus, Juvenal, and Cicero, 
which were familiar to him, seemed always 
to present themselves to his Memory with¬ 
out an Effort. When speaking in Parlia¬ 
ment, he knew how to avail himself of their 
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Assistance, or to convert them to his Pur¬ 
pose, with a Promptitude and Facility that 
it is difficult to imagine. Burke himself was 
not his Superior on this Point. * So well 
had he been grounded in classic Knowledge, 
that he could read the Greek, no less than 
the Roman Historians, as well as Poets, in 
the original; and however extraordinary the 
Fact may appear, he found Resources iri 
the Perusal of their Works, under the most 
severe Depressions occasioned by ill Suc¬ 
cess at the Gaming-table. Topham Beau- 
clerk, whom I have already had Occasion to 
mention, and who always maintained Habits 
of great Intimacy with Fox; quitted him 
one Morning, at six o’clock, after having 
passed the whole preceding Night together 
at Faro. Fortune had been most unfavour¬ 
able to Fox, whom his Friend left in a 
Frame of Mind approaching to Despera¬ 
tion. Beauclerk’s Anxiety respecting the 
Consequences which might ensue from such 
a State of Agitation, impelled him to be 
early at Fox’s Lodgings; and on arriving, he 
enquired, not without Apprehension, whe¬ 
ther he was. risen; The Servant replying 
that Mr. Fox was in the Drawing-room, he. 
walked up Stairs; and cautiously opening 
s 2 
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the Door, where he expected to behold a 
frantic Gamester stretched on the Floor, be¬ 
wailing his Misfortunes, or plunged in silent 
Despair; to his equal Astonishment and 
Satisfaction, Beauclerk discovered him in¬ 
tently engaged in reading a Greek Herod¬ 
otus. “ What would you have me do’” 
said he, “ I have lost my last Shilling!” 
Such was the Elasticity, Suavity, and Equa¬ 
lity of Disposition that characterized him; 
and with so little Effort did he pass from 
profligate Dissipation, to Researches of 
Taste or Literature. After staking and los¬ 
ing all that he could raise, at Faro ; instead 
of exclaiming against Fortune, or manifest¬ 
ing the Agitation natural under such Cir¬ 
cumstances, he has been known to lay his 
Head on the Table; and retaining his Place, 
but, extenuated by Fatigue of Mind and 
Body, almost immediately to fall into a pro¬ 
found Sleep. 

'Mr. Fox was not only conversant with 
the Works of* Antiquity: modern History, 
polite Letters, and Poetry, were equally fa¬ 
miliar to him. Few Individuals were better 
instructed in the Annals of their own Coun¬ 
try. Haying travelled when young, over 
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France and Italy, he had studied the finest 
Productions of those Countries, so fertile in 
Works of Genius, at the Fountain-head. Da¬ 
vila and Guicciardini, he read in the original. 
Dante, Ariosto, and Tasso, constituted the 
frequent Companions of his leisure Hours, 
whom he perused with Delight; and the 
striking Parts of which Authors, as he pro¬ 
ceeded, he constantly marked with his own 
Hand. For the “ Orlando Furioso,” one of 
the most eccentric, but, wonderful Produc¬ 
tions of human Genius, I know that he ex¬ 
pressed great Partiality; preferring it to the 
“ Gierusalemme liberata.” Nor was he de¬ 
void, himself, of some Portion of poetic Ta¬ 
lent, as many Compositions of his Pen which 
remain, sufficiently attest; though, for Ease, 
Delicacy, and playful Satire, he could not 
stand a Competition in that Branch of Ac¬ 
complishment, with his Friend and Compa¬ 
nion Colonel Fitzpatrick. The Verses, or 
Epigram, written on Gibbon’s accepting the 
Employment of a Lord of Trade, in 1779 , 
beginning, 


“ King George in a Fright, 

Lest Gibbon should write 
The Hist’ry of England’s Disgrace; 
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' Thought no Way so sure 

His Pen to secure, 

As to give the Historian a Place 

I have always understood to be from Fox’s 
Pen, though it is disowned by Lord Hol¬ 
land, as “ certainly not his Uncle’s Compo- 
sition.” I know however, that some Years 
afterwards, when his Effects in St. James’s 
Street were seized for Debt, and his Books 
were sold ; a Set of Gibbon’s “ Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire,” in the first 
Leaf of which Work, Fox had with his own 
Hand inserted the Stanzas in Question; pro¬ 
duced a very considerable Sum, under the 
Belief or Conviction that he was their Author. 

Fox conversed in French, nearly with the 
same Purity and Facility, as he did in Eng¬ 
lish ; writing in that Language not less cor¬ 
rectly, nor with less Elegance. A Man of 
his high Birth and Connexions, possessing 
Qualifications so rare, independent of his 
parliamentary Abilities, seemed to be pointed 
out by Nature, for the Superintendence of the 
foreign Department of State. Those Persons 
who anticipated the Fall of Lord North’s 
Administration, already imagined that they 
beheld Mr. Fox in that Situation, for which 
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Talents and Education had evidently design¬ 
ed him. Yet, after contemplating the Por¬ 
trait which 1 have here sketched, and which, 
1 imagine, even his greatest Admirers, if they 
are candid, will admit to do him no In¬ 
justice; it is for impartial Posterity to de¬ 
termine, whether on full Examination of his 
Merits and Defects, George the Third may 
be considered as most deserving of Approba¬ 
tion or of Blame, in never having at any Pe¬ 
riod of his Reign, voluntarily called Mr. 
Fox to his Counsels. If Energy of Mind, 
Enlargement of Views, Firmness of (Charac¬ 
ter, Amenity of Mariners, Acquaintance with 
foreign Courts and Languages, Facility in 
conducting Business, and prodigious intel¬ 
lectual Powers, combining Eloquence, Ap¬ 
plication, as well as Discernment;—if these 
Endowments are considered as forming an 
incontestable Claim to public Employment, 
unsustained by correct moral Deportment, 
or by Property; we must condemn the Sen¬ 
tence of Exclusion passed upon him. Those 
Persons on the other Hand, who consider all 
Talent, however eminent, as radically de¬ 
fective, unless sustained by Decorum, and a 
Regard for Opinion;—as well as all who pre¬ 
fer Sobriety of Conduct, Regularity of Man- 
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ners, and the Virtues of private Life, above 
any Ability which Nature can bestow on 
Man;—lastly, all who regard Judgment, 
under the Controul of strict Principle, as 
the most indispensable Requisite of a Minis¬ 
ter, to whom the public Honor and Felicity 
are in some Measure necessarily entrusted; 
—such Persons will probably hesitate before 
they decide too hastily, on the Degree of 
Censure or of Commendation, which the 
King’s Conduct towards Fox, ought to excite 
in our Minds. 

If Fox occupied the first Place in the 
Ranks of Opposition, Burke might be pro¬ 
nounced without Contest, the second Person 
in that powerful Body. His extraordinary 
Endowments of Mind, superseded every 
Defect of Birth, Fortune, Connexions,, or 
Couqtry ; and placed him on an Eminence, 
to which no Subject in my Time, unassisted 
by those Advantages, with the single Excep- 
tioq of Mr. Sheridan, has ever attained in 
the public Estimation. For, it may perhaps 
be justly questioned, whether the splendid 
Talents of the first Mr. Pitt, would have 
forced his Way into the Cabinet, unaided and 
unsustained by bis Alliance with the Family 
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of Grenville, though his own paternal De¬ 
scent was most honorable. Of Years much 
more advanced than Fox, Burke had already 
attained to the Acme of his Fame as an Ora¬ 
tor, and could not well augment the Repu¬ 
tation which he had acquired in that Capa¬ 
city. Perhaps, if we were to point out the 
Period of his Life, when he stood on the 
highest Ground as a public Man, in the Esti¬ 
mation of all Parties, we should name the 
Year 1781. His recent Exertions in bring¬ 
ing forward the Bill for the Reform of the 
Civil List, which had engaged such general 
Attention in the last Session of the preceding 
Parliament, continued still fresh in Recol¬ 
lection. Whatever Opinion might be enter¬ 
tained respecting the Necessity, or the Eli¬ 
gibility, of those proposed Regulations in the 
royal Household; only one Sentiment per¬ 
vaded the House and the Nation, on the 
unexampled Combination of Eloquence, La¬ 
bor, and Perseverance, which had been dis¬ 
played by their enlightened Author. They 
covered with Astonishment and Admiration, 
even those who from Principle or from Party, 
appeared most strenuous in opposing the 
Progress of the Bill itself, through every 
Stage. The very Rejection which had at- 
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tended many Clauses of it, and the Address 
with which others Were finally evaded or 
eluded, had conduced to raise him in the 
national Opinion. 

While however J do this Justice to his 
Talents and Intentions, it is impossible not 
to consider with very different Feelings, the 
splendid Eulogium which he made on that 
Occasion, of which Necker formed the Sub¬ 
ject. Burke, in sublime and animated Lan¬ 
guage, described the System of public Credit 
adopted by Louis the Sixteenth, under the 
Guidance of his Genevese financial Minister; 
which he depictured as the Consummation 
of human Ability, Economy, and judicious 
Calculation. Neither Sully, nor Colbert, he 
said, could compete with Necker: while the 
Sovereign of France, unlike his Predecessors 
on the Throne, who had Recourse when in 
Distress, to the bold Frauds or Plunges of 
bankrupt Despotism, for raising pecuniary 
Supplies; built all his Plans on the firm 
Basis of national Confidence, sustained by 
pecuniary Regulations, calculated to pay the 
Interest of the Debt thus incurred. Such 
were the Arts and Assertions, by which 
George the Third, Lord North, and the 
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American War, became Objects of Reproba¬ 
tion ! If Burke really believed the Facts 
that he laid down, what are we to think of 
his Judgment! But there is a holy mistaken 
Zeal in Politics, as in Religion, of which 
delusive Cup he had drank deep. The In¬ 
toxication insensibly dispersed after 1789; 
and before 1792, he beheld Louis the Six¬ 
teenth, Necker, and their insensate, or per¬ 
nicious Measures, through a just Medium. 
He then endeavoured to counteract the 
Effect of his own Orations. In 1781, the 
Delusion subsisted in all its Force. The 
unqualified Condemnation which he had al¬ 
ways bestowed on the American War, from 
the Period of its Commencement, seemed to 
be at least justified by the Result of the 
Contest; arid in that Sentiment he was then 
supported by a Majority of the British Peo¬ 
ple. When to the Operation of these com¬ 
bined Causes, we add the acknowledged 
Mediocrity of his Fortune, which left him in 
a sort of Dependance on the Marquis of 
Rockingham ; together with his long Exclu¬ 
sion from Office, and his unimpeached moral 
Character, contrasted with the Irregularity 
of Fox’s Conduct ; we shall not wonder at 
the high Place which he occupied, within, 
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no less than without, the Walls of the House 
of Commons. 

All those Persons to whom his Memory is 
dear, may like to contemplate him at this 
Point of Time, when he appears most re¬ 
splendent, as well as free from many of the 
Weaknesses, Inconsistencies, and Infirmities, 
to which our Nature is subject, and from 
which he was by no means exempt. His 
Admirers will recollect with Concern, the 
querulous Lamentations, and unseemly Re¬ 
luctance, with which, in 1782 and 1783, he 
each Time quitted the Pay Office, on the 
Change of Administration. They will re¬ 
member the Acts of Imprudence and Indis¬ 
cretion, not to call them by any harsher 
Name, which characterized his Tenure of 
Office, during the Existence of the Coalition 
Ministry; to defend, or to palliate which, 
demanded the utmost Efforts of Pox’s par¬ 
liamentary Abilities. They will probably 
admit and lament, his too ardent Prosecution 
of Hastings, for asserted political Errors or 
Trespasses, which, even though they had 
existed in their utmost Extent, ought to have 
found their Apology in the Difficulties of his 
Situation; beset, as he was, with domestic 
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and foreign Enemies, in charge of a vast Em¬ 
pire, and necessitated to find Resources on 
the Spot, against internal Commotions, no 
less than against external Hostility. They 
will reprobate with Severity, his intemperate 
and indecorous Conduct, as a Member of 
Parliament, in 1788, on an Occasion when 
the Country at large felt the deepest Sympa¬ 
thy and Distress, for the intellectual Illness 
of the Sovereign. And finally, though they 
will exult in the meritorious Line of Action 
which he embraced on the Commencement 
of the French Revolution, as equally ho¬ 
nourable to himself, and beneficial to the 
Cause of Order and Government through¬ 
out the civilized World ; yet they cannot 
forget that he received from Mr. Pitt soon 
afterwards, two Pensions for three Lives, of 
eighteen hundred Pounds a Year, each, as 
his Reward: and they will perhaps incline 
to admit, that on an impartial Survey, Mr. 
Burke appears greater and more elevated in 
1781, than at any subsequent Period of his 
political Life. 

He was then more than fifty Years of 
Age, of which he had passed fifteen in the. 
House of Commons. I believe he owed his 
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first Seat in that Assembly, not to the Mar-^ 
quis of Rockingham, but to the late Earl 
Yerney, with whom he had formed some 
Connexions of a pecuniary Nature; during 
the Continuance of which, both that Noble¬ 
man and Mr. Burke became Purchasers to 
a considerable Amount, of East India Stock. 
The latter, as it was asserted, sold out in 
Time, after clearing so large a Sum by the 
Transaction,, as with it to have purchased 
the Estate or House at Gregories, near Be- 
consfield in Bucks, where he always resided 
when not in London. Lord Yerney, less 
fortunate, or less prudent, though possessed 
of a vast landed Property, was almost ruined 
by his East India Purchases; and Richard 
Burke, Edmund’s Brother, who was then a 
Practitioner at the Bar, being likewise in¬ 
volved in the same losing Concern, was said 
to be unable to fulfil hisStock Engagements; 
or ip the Language of Change Alley, to have 
waddled. Hence, in allusion to this Circum¬ 
stance, his Enemies, instead of Dick Burke, 
commonly called him Duck Burke. Ed¬ 
mund, in 1781, rented a House in the Broad 
Sanctuary, Westminster, conveniently situ¬ 
ated for his Attendance in Parliament; but, 
entertained very little Company: and his pe- 
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cuniary Obligations to the Marquis of Rock¬ 
ingham, which were known to be great, suffi-. 
ciently indicated the limited Nature of his 
private Fortune. 

Nature had bestowed on him a boundless 
Imagination, aided by a Memory of equal 
Strength and Tenacity. His Fancy was so 
vivid, that it seemed to light up by its own 
Powers, and to burn without consuming the 
Aliment on which it fed: sometimes bear¬ 
ing him away into ideal Scenes created by 
his own exuberant Mind, but from which 
he, sooner or later, returned to the Subject 
of Debate; descending from his most aerial 
Flights by a gentle and imperceptible Gra¬ 
dation, till he again touched the Ground. 
Learning waited on him like a Handmaid, 
presenting to his Choice, all that Antiquity 
had culled or invented, most elucidatory of 
the Topic under Discussion. He always 
seemed to be oppressed under the Load and 
Variety of his intellectual Treasures; of 
which he frequently scattered Portions with 
a lavish Hand, to inattentive, impatient, igno¬ 
rant, hungry, and sleepy Hearers, undeserv¬ 
ing of such Presents. Nor did he desist, 
though warned by the clamorous Vociferation 
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of the House, to restrain or to abbreviate 
his Speeches. Every Power of Oratory was 
wielded by him in turn: for, he could be 
during the same Evening, often within the 
Space of a few Minutes, pathetic and hu¬ 
morous; acrimonious and conciliating; now 
giving a Loose to his Indignation or Seve¬ 
rity ; and then, almost in the same Breath, 
calling to his Assistance, Wit and Ridicule. 
It would be endless to cite Instances of this 
Versatility of Disposition, and of the Rapi¬ 
dity of his Transitions, 

“ From grave to gay, from lively to severe,” 

that I have, myself, witnessed. I will only 
mention one, as a Proof of his Wit, which 
occurred in the Session of 1781, not many 
Months after I first came into Parliament. 
The Secretary at War, (Jenkinson), having 
laid on the Table of the House, an Account 
of the Extraordinaries of the Army, where 
the Sums remitted to America during the pre¬ 
ceding Year, exceeded two Millions, seven 
Hundred Thousand Pounds; Mr. Harley, 
through whose Hands the greater Part of the 
Money had passed, rose, in Order to give 
some Account of its Application. For that 
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Purpose, the Alderman, who was no Orator, 
and who very rarely obtruded himself on 
the Speaker’s Attention; read from a Paper 
which he held in his Hand, a few gross 
Sums or Items, which constituted the greater 
Part of the enormous Expenditure under 
Examination. His Recital scarcely took up 
five Minutes. Burke instantly rising, ex^ 
claimed, “ This Account is, I believe, the 
most laconic that ever was given of so great 
a Sum of Money expended in the public 
Service. Considering the Magnitude of the 
Sums that the Right Honorable Gentleman 
has swallowed, he really merits Admiration 
for the Promptitude with which he has 
either digested, or disgorged them. His 
Charge and his Discharge are equally expe¬ 
ditious. He is a Species of Canal, through 
which the Profusion of the Government 
passes. I imagine, however, it does not flow 
off altogether without contributing something 
to his Nourishment. No doubt such Re¬ 
mittances, like the Mud of the Nile, have 
in them a fattening Quality; or, to use a 
vulgar Phrase, they stick to the Ribs. Oh! 
how I long for an Inspection of this Har - 
leian Miscellany /” Alderman Harley, the 
Subject of thes^j Metaphors, listened to them 
VOL. II. t 
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with great Composure, and did not attempt 
to make any Reply: but no ordinary Mus¬ 
cles could resist their Effect. 1 remember on 
another Occasion, where Burke had covered 
Lord North with Ridicule, (I think, it was 
upon the Report made by the Commissioners 
of Accounts in 1781,} that Nobleman answer¬ 
ed all his Arguments at considerable Length. 
“ And now, Mr. Speaker,” said he, “ I be¬ 
lieve I have replied to every Thing which 
has fallen from the Honorable Gentleman, 
except his Wit. That, I readily acknow¬ 
ledge, is unanswerable, he being greatly my 
Superior in that Respect.” Notwithstanding 
indeed the acrimonious personal Virulence 
with which Burke frequently treated Lord 
North, no Man in the House of Commons 
appeared to enjoy his Sallies of Wit, more 
than the first Minister. He laughed immo¬ 
derately, when Burke compared the Sym¬ 
pathy or mutual Dependance of Administra¬ 
tion and the American War, to the Porter’s 
Breech and Taliacotius’s Nose in “ Hudi- 
bras.” “ They will both,” said he, “ expire 
“ together: 

“ When Life of Parent Nock is out, 

Off drops the sympathetic Snout.” 
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“ So, with the Termination of the present 
“ War, will their Places be extinguished.” 
Yet, with such an Assemblage of Endow¬ 
ments, which would have sufficed to form 
many Orators; though Burke instructed, de¬ 
lighted, and astonished, he frequently fa¬ 
tigued, because his Faculties were not con¬ 
trolled by a severe Judgment. 

In his Dress and Exterior he was not 
less negligent than Fox: but, the Spirit of 
Party did not blend with the Colour of his 
Apparel; and he rarely or never came to the 
House in Blue and Buff, though I heard 
him eulogize Laurens, the American Ex- 
President, when a Prisoner in the Tower, in 
Terms such as Pope uses when speaking of 
Atterbury , under the same Circumstances. 
On that Occasion he did not scruple to pro¬ 
duce, and to read as Part of his Speech, 
a Letter addressed to him by Dr. Franklin, 
from Paris, in Answer to his own Applica¬ 
tion on the Subject of effecting or facilitating 
General Burgoyne’s Release, by his Ex¬ 
change against Laurens. I have always 
considered Burke’s Conduct, in thus opening 
a Correspondence with the Representative 
of a revolted Body of Men, who was then 
t 2 
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residing at the Court of France, with which 
Nation we were at open War; as one of the 
greatest Insults on the Government, on Par¬ 
liament, on the Laws, and on the Majesty 
of the Sovereign, which has been committed 
in our Time, by any Subject, with Impu¬ 
nity. It was only exceeded by Fox’s send¬ 
ing a Delegate from himself, as Head of 
the Opposition, to Petersburgh, in 1791; an 
Act for which, it seemed to me, he might 
justly have been impeached. But, Hastings 
and Lord Melville were both sent to take 
their Trial at the Bar of the Peers, under 
the present Reign, while Fox and Burke 
escaped all Prosecution. When the latter 
ventured to boast in the House of Com¬ 
mons, of his Intercourse with Franklin, he 
relied on the passive Endurance of an un¬ 
popular Cabinet, divided among themselves, 
and sinking under the Contest with a Com¬ 
bination of European Powers leagued against 
us for the Emancipation of America. There 
were not wanting however Individuals, even 
at that Moment of British Humiliation and 
Embarrassment, who rose and expressed 
their Indignation at Burke’s Temerity. 
“ Good God!” exclaimed Lord Newhaven, 
“ do not iny Senses deceive me! Can a 
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Member of this Assembly, not only avow 
his Correspondence with a Rebel, but dare 

to read it to Us!”-George Onslow, Mejn- 

ber for Guildford, seemed disposed to adopt 
Measures of Censure against Burke; but, 
the Speaker interposing, stopt him as dis¬ 
orderly, there being no Motion before the 
House. Neither Lord North, nor Lord 
George Germain, who were both present, 
and spoke On the Question, alluded to 
Burke’s Correspondence; and he treated 
Lord Newhaven’s Animadversions with con¬ 
temptuous Levity. Burke constantly wore 
Spectacles. His Enunciation was vehement, 
rapid, and never checked by any Embarrass¬ 
ment: for his Ideas outran his Powers of 
Utterance, and he drew from an exhaust¬ 
less Source. But, his Irish Accent, which 
was as strong as if he had never quitted the 
Banks of the Shannon, diminished to the 
Ear, the enchanting Effect of his Eloquence 
on the Mind. Dundas, who laboured under 
a similar Impediment, yet turned it to Ac¬ 
count, if I may so express myself; some of 
his Expressions or Allusions, by the Varia¬ 
tion in pronouncing a single Letter, or press¬ 
ing too hard upon a Vowel, frequently pro¬ 
ducing such an equivocal Sound, conveying 
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at the same Time so strange an Impression 
on the Ears of his Audience, as put to Flight 
all Gravity, and convulsed the House with 
Laughter. In Brilliancy of Wit, Lord North 
alone could compete with Burke; for, Sheri¬ 
dan had not then appeared. Burke ex¬ 
tracted all his Images from classic Authori¬ 
ties : a Fact, of which, among a hundred 
others, he displayed a beautiful Exemplifica¬ 
tion, when he said of Wilkes, borne along in 
Triumph by the Mob, that he resembled 
Pindar, elevated on the Wings of poetical In¬ 
spiration, 

- “ Numerisque fertur 

Lege solutis.” 

a Pun of admirable Delicacy, and the closest 
Application. 

His personal Qualities of Temper and Dis¬ 
position, (such is the Infirmity of our Na¬ 
ture,) by no means corresponded with his 
intellectual Endowments. Throughout his 
general Manner and Deportment in Parlia¬ 
ment, there was a Mixture of Petulancy, 
Impatience, and at times of Intractability, 
which greatly obscured the Lustre of his Ta¬ 
lents. His very Features, and the undulat- 
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itig Motions of his Head, while under the In T 
fluence of Anger or Passion, were eloquently, 
expressive of this Irritability, which on some 
Occasions seemed to approach towards Alie¬ 
nation of Mind. Even his Friends could 
not always induce him to listen to Reason 
and Remonstrance, though they sometimes 
held him down in his Seat; by the Skirts of 
his Coat, in order to prevent the Ebullitions 
of his Violence or Indignation. Gentle, 
mild, and amenable to Argument in private 
Society, of which he formedjthe Delight and 
the Ornament, he was often intemperate and 
reprehensibly personal in Parliament. Fox, 
however irritated, never forgot that he was a 
Chief. Burke, in his most sublime Flights, 
was only a Partizan. The Countenance of 
the latter, full of Intellect, but destitute of 
Softness, and which rarely relaxed into a 
Smile, did not invite Approach or Concilia¬ 
tion. His Enmities and Prejudices, though 
they originated in Principle, as well as in 
Conviction, yet became tinged with the viru¬ 
lent Spirit of Party; and were eventually in 
many Instances, inveterate, unjust, and in¬ 
surmountable. Infinitely more respectable 
than Fox, he was nevertheless far less ami¬ 
able. Exempt from his Defects and Irregu- 
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larities, Burke wanted the Suavity of Fox’s 
Manner, his Amenity, and his Placability. 
The one procured more Admirers. The 
other possessed more Friends. Though act¬ 
ing together to a common Point, as Mem¬ 
bers of the House of Commons, and em¬ 
barked in the same Cause; their Intimacy 
seemed always to commence, and to cease, 
at the Entrance of the Lobby. Burke re¬ 
tired from, the Discharge of his parliamen¬ 
tary Functions, exhausted, chagrined, and 
often irritated ; to repair immediately to his 
Family, or to the Duties and Avocations of 
domestic Life. Fox, always fresh, and ne¬ 
ver more alert than after a long Debate, only 
quitted the House, in order to drive to 
Brookes’s. Even in their nearest Approxi¬ 
mations, there were always essential and 
striking Distinctions between the two Oppo¬ 
sition Leaders. In Genius, in Learning, in 
Eloquence, in Politics, they were assimi¬ 
lated. But, in their Occupations, Amuse¬ 
ments, Society, Companions, and Modes of 
Life, never were two Men more discordant. 
They continued nevertheless, to act together 
through succeeding Parliaments, in good, 
and in adverse Fortune, ’till the French Re¬ 
volution finally dissevered, them. The ob- 
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vious Defect of Burke, was Want of Temper 
and Self-command. Fox’s latent Blemish 
lay in his dissolute Habits and ruined For¬ 
tune, which enabled his Enemies to compare 
him with Catiline. Both wanted Judgment 
to perceive, that even under the free Consti¬ 
tution of Great Britain, the Cabinet, though 
it may be taken by Storm, cannot be long 
held except by Favor. Mr. Fox, in 1806, 
when unfortunately at the End of his Career, 
appears to have thoroughly come up with 
this great Truth, of which,, in 1781, he was 
either regardless or ignorant. 

In surveying the Opposition Side of the 
House of Commons at this Period, the Idea 
of Barr6 naturally and unavoidably suggests , 
itself after that of Burke. Both were Na¬ 
tives of the same Country, Ireland; and 
both had attained to vast Celebrity in their 
adopted Country, England. But, no Sort 
of Comparison could be made between their 
Talents, Acquirements, or Claim to general 
Admiration; in all which, Burke possessed 
an infinite Superiority. *bf an athletic Frame 
and Mould, endowed with extraordinary 
Powers of .Voice, Barr6, as a Speaker, 
roughly enforced, rather than solicited or 
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attracted, Attention. Severe, and sometimes 
coarse in his Censures or Accusations, he 
nevertheless always sustained his Charges 
against Ministers, however strong, with con¬ 
siderable Force of Argument and Language/ 
He, too, as well as Burke, lavished his En¬ 
comiums on the Banker of Copet, the Finan¬ 
cier of France; whose Example for enlight¬ 
ened Economy, and impartial pecuniary 
Retribution, Barr6 recommended to Lord 
North’s Imitation. But, he was more mea¬ 
sured in his Panegyrics than Burke, and 
did not elevate Necker above Sully and 
Colbert. Sld*w, measured, and dictatorial 
in his Manner of Enunciation, he was not 
carried away by those beautiful Digressions 
of Genius or Fancy, with which Burke cap¬ 
tivated and entertained his Audience. Mas¬ 
ter nevertheless of his Subject, and more at¬ 
tentive than Burke, not to fatigue the Pa¬ 
tience of the House, when he saw them 
eager to rise, he frequently obtained a mor- 
indulgent Hearing. Deprived already of 
one Eye, and menaced with a Privation of 
both; advanced in Years, grey-headed, and 
of a savage Aspect, he reminded the Be¬ 
holders when he rose, of Belisarius, rather 
than of Tully. Yet possessing a cultivated 
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Understanding, conversant with the Works 
of Antiquity, and able on Occasion to press 
them into his Service, he sometimes dis¬ 
played a great Diversity of Information. 

Near him, on the same Bench, in the 
front Ranks of the Minority, usually sat his 
Friend and Colleague, Dunning. Never 
perhaps did Nature enclose a more illumi¬ 
nated Mind, in a Body of meaner and more 
abject Appearance. It is difficult to do 
Justice to the peculiar Species of Ugliness 
which characterized his Person and Figure, 
although he did not labor under any abso¬ 
lute Deformity of Shape or Limb. A De¬ 
gree of Infirmity, and almost of Debility or 
Decay in his Organs, augmented the Effect 
of his other bodily Misfortunes. Even his 
Voice was so husky and choaked with 
Phlegm, that it refused Utterance to the 
Sentiments which were dictated by his su¬ 
perior Intelligence. In consequence of this 
physical Impediment, he lay always under a 
Necessity of involuntarily announcing his 
Intention to address the House, some time 
before he actually rose, by the.repeated At¬ 
tempts which he made to clear his Throat. 
But, all these Imperfections and Defects of 
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Configuration, were obliterated by the Abi¬ 
lity which he displayed. In Spite of the 
Monotony of his Tones, and his total Want 
t)f Animation, as well as Grace; yet so 
powerful was Reason when flowing from his 
Lips, that every Murmur became hushed, 
and every Ear attentive. It seemed, never¬ 
theless, the acute Sophistry of a Lawyer, 
rather than the Speech of a Man of the 
World, or the Eloquence of a Man of Let¬ 
ters and Education. Every Sentence, though 
admirable in itself, yet resembled more the 
Pleading of the Bar, than the Oratory of the 
Senate. So difficult is it for the most ex¬ 
panded or enlightened Intellect, to throw off 
the Habits of a Profession. Dunning rather 
subdued his Hearers, by his Powers of ar¬ 
gumentative Ratiocination, which have rare¬ 
ly been exceeded, than he could be said to 
delight his Audience. His legal Talents 
soon afterwards raised him to the Peerage ; 
just in time to attain that Elevation, as his 
Constitution speedily sunk under accumu¬ 
lated Disorders, which hurried him prema¬ 
turely to the Grave. This extraordinary 
Man, who was not exempt from great Infir- 
. mity of Mind, felt, or perceived so little his 
corporeal Deficiencies, as to consider his 
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Person with extraordinary Predilection. 
Fond of viewing his Face in the Glass, he 
passed no Time more to his Satisfaction, 
than in decorating himself for his Appear¬ 
ance in the World. He. and Barr6, who 
were Fellow-laborers in the same Vineyard, 
represented likewise the same Borough, 
Caine; and belonged, or at least looked up 
to the same political Chief, Lord Shelburne. 
They consequently were animated by no com¬ 
mon Principle of Union, or of Action, with 
Fox and Burke, except one; that of over¬ 
turning the Administration. On all other 
Points, a secret Jealousy and Rivality sub¬ 
sisted between the Adherents of the Shel¬ 
burne and the Rockingham Parties. 

Admiral Keppel might likewise be ac¬ 
counted among the principal Members of 
Opposition in the House of Commons at 
this Period; though his oratorical Talents 
seemed to be no more conspicuously exerted 
in Debate, than his nautical Skill as a Com¬ 
mander, had been displayed on the Quarter 
Deck, during the memorable Action of the 
27th of July, 1778. But, the Persecution, 
which, as it was pretended, he had under¬ 
gone, for his Conduct on that Day; the Ac- 
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cusation brought against him by Palliser, 
and the ministerial, as well as royal Enmity, 
which he had incurred;—these political 
Merits, when added to his Connexion with 
the Duke of Bedford, whom the Opposition 
had already marked as their own, though he 
was not quite sixteen Years of Age at this 
Time; elevated him to a Consideration, which 
he could otherwise never have attained. Ex¬ 
cluded from representing the Borough of 
Windsor, at the recent General Election in 
1780; the popular Effervescence of the Mo¬ 
ment, inflamed at his Rejection, where it was 
supposed that the Influence and personal Ex 1 
ertions of the Sovereign among the Trades¬ 
men of the Town, had considerably operated 
to his Prejudice, brought him in for Surrey: 
a County in which he possessed no Property, 
nor any hereditary Interest. There appeared 
neither Dignity in. his Person, nor Intelli¬ 
gence in his Countenance, the Features of 
which were of the most ordinary Cast; and 
his Nose, which, in consequence of an Acci¬ 
dent that befel him in the Course of his pro¬ 
fessional Life, had been almost laid flat, gave 
him an equally vulgar and unpleasant Air. 
His Abilities were indeed of a very limited 
Description, altogether unfit for such a 
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Theatre as Parliament: but, the Minority 
having already destined him to succeed, and 
to supplant, Lord Sandwich, as soon as 
they could gain Possession of Power, it be¬ 
came indispensable to sustain him on every 
Occasion, with all their Efforts. 

Another distinguished naval Commander, 
Lord Howe, who then filled a Seat in the 
House, might likewise be numbered among 
the determined Opponents of Government. 
Since his Return from America, he had not 
enjoyed the Smiles of the Court; but his 
professional Character supported him with 
the Public. His steady, cool, and phleg¬ 
matic Courage, sustained by great nautical 
Experience and Skill; when added to the 
wholesome Severity of his Discipline while 
on Service, deservedly placed him high in 
the Estimation of all Parties. Among the 
Sailors he was known, from his dark Com¬ 
plexion, by the Epithet of “ Black Dick.” 
If no Genius could be discovered in the 
Lines of his Face, there was in them, an 
Expression of serene and passive Fortitude 
which could not be mistaken. His Profile 
bore, indeed, a very strong Resemblance to 
the Portraits of George the First, from whom, 



288 HISTORICAL [ 1781 . 

by his Mother, he descended. She was the 
natural Daughter of that Prince, by his Mis¬ 
tress, Madame de Platen, whom he created 
Countess of Darlington, some Years after 
his Accession to the Crown of Great Britain. 
In Parliament, as an Orator, Lord Howe 
made, if possible, a worse Figure than Kep- 
pel; who, when he addressed the House, 
was at least intelligible, though he might 
not greatly illuminate the Subject. Lord 
Howe ? s Ideas were commonly either so ill 
conceived by himself, or so darkly and am¬ 
biguously expressed, that it was by no 
Means easy to comprehend his precise 
Meaning. This oracular and confused Mode 
of Delivery, rendered still more obscure by 
the Part of the House where he usually sat, 
which was on a back Row, at a Distance 
from the Speaker’s Chair, enclosed how¬ 
ever the Effect of his Oratory; and seemed 
to exemplify Burke’s Assertion, that “ Ob¬ 
scurity is a Source of the Sublime.” 

Sir George Savile, who represented the 
County of York, attracted from his Descent 
and Alliances, great Consideration. His 
known Integrity and Disinterestedness, 
joined to his extensive landed Property, ele-« 
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vated him in the public Opinion, more than 
any Endowments of Intellect, or parliamen¬ 
tary Ability. He possessed nevertheless 
plain manly Sense, and a Facility of Utter¬ 
ance, which, even independent of his high 
Character and ample Fortune, always se¬ 
cured him Attention. 

Lord John Cavendish was listened to, 
whenever he rose, with similar Deference or 
Predilection; nor was he altogether destitute 
of some Pretension to Eloquence. His near 
Alliance to the Duke of Devonshire, the 
Head of the Whig Interest; his very Name, 
connected with the Revolution of 1688, 
which secured the Liberties of Great Britain; 
his unblemished Reputation, and his Ta¬ 
lents, though in themselves very moderate;— 
all these Qualities combined to impress with 
Esteem, even those who differed most from 
him in political Opinion. Homely in his 
Figure, of Manners simple, unassuming, and 
destitute of all Elegance or Dignity; he pre¬ 
sented the Appearance of a Yeoman or a Me¬ 
chanic, rather than of a Man of high Quality. 
Nature had in the most legible Characters, 
stamped Honesty on the Features of his 
Countenance ; but she had not accompanied 

VOL. II. u 
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it with any ornamental Present. The Op¬ 
position already considered him as Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer in Embryo. 

General Conway, Brother to the Earl of 
Hertford, though by no Means a Man of 
eminent Capacity, or a superior Speaker, 
yet surpassed in these Respects, either of 
the two last-mentioned Individuals. His 
military Experience, acquired in Germany 
during the “ Seven Years War;” his Birth 
and illustrious Descent, together with the 
Recollection of his having already occupied 
one of the most eminent Employments of 
State under a former Administration; as 
he filled the Post of Secretary for the Home 
Department, during the short Period of ten 
Months when Lord Rockingham presided 
at the Treasury in 1765 and the following 
Year;—so many Pretensions, authorized him 
to expect a Situation no less conspicu¬ 
ous, in any future ministerial Arrangement. 
Though he had already passed his sixtieth 
Year, yet his Figure and Deportment were 
exceedingly distinguished, nor did lie want 
Abilities; but, his Enunciation, embarrassed, 
and often involved, generally did Injustice 
to his Conceptions. 
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Mr. Thomas Townsend, commonly, deno¬ 
minated “ Tommy Townsend,” and com¬ 
memorated under that Name, in Goldsmith’s 
celebrated Poem of “ Retaliation,” where he 
describes Burke, 


“ Tho’ fraught with all Learning, yet straining his Throat, 
To induce Tommy Townsend to lend him a Vote 

looked confidently forward, no less than 
General Conway, to a, high Place in sdme 
future Ministry, when Lord North should 
be driven from Power. Nor were his Ex¬ 
pectations eventually disappointed. Having 
held the lucrative Post of Joint Paymaster 
of the Forces, at an early Period of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Reign, during about six Months, he 
was already a Member of the Privy Council. 
He possessed likewise a very independent 
Fortune, and considerable parliamentary 
Interest, present, as well as prospective; 
two Circumstances which greatly contributed 
to his personal, no less than to his political 
Elevation:—for, his Abilities, though res¬ 
pectable, scarcely rose above Mediocrity. 
Yet, as he always spoke with Facility, 
sometimes with Energy, and was never em¬ 
barrassed by any Degree of Timidity, he 
u 2 
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maintained a conspicuous Place in the front 
Ranks of Opposition. 


General Burgoyne would not deserve any 
Mention in this List, if Respect were had 
only to his parliamentary Talents: but, his 
Sufferings in the Cause of Opposition, which 
elevated him to the Rank of a Martyr, like 
Keppel; Fox’s Attachment towards him, 
and his Connexion by Marriage with Lord 
Derby, one of the Minority Chiefs;—these 
Merits supplied every Deficiency. In his 
Person he rose above the common Height, 
and when young, must have possessed a dis¬ 
tinguished Figure: but, Years had enfeebled 
him, though he was cast in an athletic Mould. 
His military Services in the Field, had never 
been resplendent. He seemed more fitted 
for the Drawing-room, than for the Camp; 
for pleasing in Society, than for commanding 
Armies. No Man possessed more polished 
Manners. His Manifestos were more admir¬ 
ed for their Composition, while he was at the 
Head of the British Forces in America, than 
his Tactics or his Manoeuvres. Of his dra¬ 
matic Talents, the Comedy of the “ Heiress,” 
forms an eminent Proof; and I believe, he 
contributed.his Aid to the celebrated “ Pro¬ 
bationary Odes.” 



1761 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


293 


It was difficult to contemplate him, with¬ 
out recollecting the disgraceful Colours un¬ 
der which “ Junius” has designated him, as 
“ taking his Stand at a Gaming-table, and 
“ watching with Jhe soberest Attention, for 
“ a fair Opportunity of engaging a drunken 
“ young Nobleman at Picquet;” as “ draw- 
“ ing a regular and splendid Subsistence 
“ from Playand as “ sitting down for fhe 
“ Remainder of his Life, infamous and conr 
“ tented ', with the Money received from the 
“ Duke of Grafton, for the Sale of a Patent 
“ Place in the Customs.” These Asper¬ 
sions, which never received any public An¬ 
swer, did not prevent his occupying a dis¬ 
tinguished Place in Fox’s Regard; who ex¬ 
hibited a strong Proof of it, by becoming 
Burgoyne’s Nominee on the Committee apr 
pointed to try the contested Election for the 
Borough of Preston, which he represented 
in the Spring of 1781. Supported by such 
Ability, the General kept his Seat. 1 have 
been assured that when he returned on his 
Parole from America, in May, 1778; the 
Opposition, apprehensive of his taking Part 
with Administration, and fearful that he 
might accuse the Adherents of Congress in 
this Country, with having contributed by 
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their Language-in Parliament, if not by other 
Modes of Encouragement, to the Resistance 
that produced the Disaster of Saratoga; der 
termined if possible to gain him. For that 
Purpose, Fox went down privately to Houm 
slow, in a hired Post Chaise, where he met 
Burgoyne soon after he had landed, on his 
Way from Plymouth to London. In the 
Course of a long and confidential Interview, 
Fox convinced him so thoroughly, that the 
Ministers would not support him; that Lord 
George Germain must accuse him, in order, 
to exculpate himself; that the King had im¬ 
bibed very strong Prejudices against him, 
and that the Administration could not last a 
Twelvemonth; as to induce the General to 
transfer his Charges of Misconduct, from the 
Opposition, to the Treasury Bench. Present 
Protection, and future Employment, when¬ 
ever they should attain to Power, followed 
of Course. I have no doubt of the Accu¬ 
racy of this Fact, as I received it from high 
living Authority. 

Burgoyne always affected to consider the 
whole Administration, as leagued against 
him, in order to retard or to impede his 
Exchange. Towards Lord George Ger- 
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main, who presided over the American De¬ 
partment, he of Course felt, and frequent¬ 
ly expressed* great personal Alienation,- or 
rather, Asperity. 1 remember hearing him 
declare in his Place, as a Member of Par¬ 
liament, towards the Close of Lord North’s 
Ministry, in December, 1781, that he would 
rather submit to be recalled to America 
by Congress, and be committed to a Dun¬ 
geon, there to perish, than condescend to 
solicit a Favour from Men, who had op¬ 
pressed him in a Manner the most severe; 
who had refused him a Court Martial; who 
had calumniated his private Character, and 
had treated him with every Sort of Indignity. 
How far these Charges were founded in 
Truth or Justice, I cannot venture to say; 
but, it appeared both on Lord George Ger¬ 
main’s, and on Lord North’s Testimony, that 
Endeavours had been made by our Govern¬ 
ment to obtain his Exchange from Congress, 
which were only frustrated by an Evasion on 
the Part of the American executive Power, 
in not ratifying a Capitulation, where a 
Number of their Troops had fallen into our 
Hands. Burgoyne himself admitted the Jus¬ 
tice of our Claim over those captured Sol¬ 
diers, who had been proffered to Congress 
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as an Equivalent for him : but he maintained, 
that when they were rejected, other Prisoners 
should have been tendered in their Place. 
Regulus was not however the Character 
among the unfortunate Commanders of An¬ 
tiquity, whom he had proposed for his own 
Model. 

Wilkes could not properly be considered 
as a Member of the Minority; because, 
though he always sate on that Side of the 
House, and usually voted with them, yet 
he neither depended on Lord Rockingham, 
nor on Lord Shelburne: but, his Predilec¬ 
tions leaned towards the latter Nobleman. 
Representing, as he did, the County of Mid¬ 
dlesex, he spoke from a great Parliamentary 
Eminence. He was an incomparable Come¬ 
dian in all he said or did; and he seemed to 
consider human Life itself as a mere Comedy. 
In the House of Commons he was not less 
an Actor, than at the Mansion House, or at 
Guildhall. His Speeches were full of Wit, 
Pleasantry, and Point; yet nervous, spirited, 
and not at all defective in Argument. They 
were all prepared, before they were deliver¬ 
ed ; and Wilkes made no Secret of declaring, 
that in Order to secure their accurate Trans^ 
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mission to the Public, he always sent a Copy 
of them to William Woodfall, before he pro¬ 
nounced them. In private Society, particu¬ 
larly at Table, he was pre-eminently agree¬ 
able ; abounding in Anecdote ; ever gay and 
convivial; converting his very Defects of 
Person, Manner, or Enunciation, to Purpo¬ 
ses of Merriment or of Entertainment. If 
any Man ever was pleasing, who squinted, 
who had lost his Teeth, and lisped, Wilkes 
might be so esteemed. His Powers of Con¬ 
versation survived his other bodily Faculties. 
J have dined in Company with him, not long 
before bis Decease, when he was extenuated 
and enfeebled to a great Degree; but, his 
Tongue retained all its former Activity, and 
seemed to have outlived his other Organs. 
Even in corporeal Ruin, and obviously ap¬ 
proaching the Termination of his Career, he 
formed the Charm of the Assembly. His 
Celebrity, his Courage, his Imprisonment, 
his Outlawry, his Duels, his intrepid Resis¬ 
tance to ministerial and royal Persecution, 
his Writings, his Adventures; lastly, his 
Triumph and serene Evening of Life, passed 
in Tranquillity, amidst all the Enjoyments 
of which his decaying Frame was suscept¬ 
ible;—for, to the last Hour of his Existence, 
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he continued a Votary to Pleasure;—these 
Circumstances, combined in his Person, ren¬ 
dered him the most interesting Individual of 
the Age in which he lived. Since the Death 
of Henry St. John, Lord Bolingbroke, who 
died in 1751, and whose Life bore some 
Analogy to Wilkes’s in various of its Fea¬ 
tures, no Man had occupied so distinguished 
a Place in the public Consideration. 'His 
Name will live as long as the Records of 
History transmit to future Times, the Reign 
of George the Third. 

Notwithstanding the personal Collision 
which may be said to have taken Place 
between the King and him, during the early 
Portion of His Majesty’s Reign ; Wilkes, like 
Burke, nourished in his Bosom, a strong 
Sentiment of constitutional Loyalty. He 
gave indelible Proofs of it, during the Riots 
of June, 1780, when Bull, one of the Mem¬ 
bers for London, with whom he had long 
been intimately connected, crouched under 
Lord George Gordon’s Mob. And though 
Wilkes lent his Aid to overturn Lord North’s 
Administration, yet he never yoked himself 
to Fox’s Car. On the contrary, no sooner 
had “ the Coalition” unmasked their Bat- 
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tery of “ the East India Bill,” than Wilkes 
rallying to the Crown, as the only Protection 
against Fox’s Ambition, took the warmest 
Part against that Measure: acting in 1784, 
nearly the same Part which Burke did eight 
Years later, in 1792, after the French Revo¬ 
lution; when he sought Shelter behind the 
Throne, against the Horrors of Anarchy, Re¬ 
gicide, and Insurrection: Horrors, which 
Fox never could, or never would perceive, 
and for which he even apologized in no 
small Degree. 

Such was the general Aspect which the 
House of Commons then presented. Pitt 
and Sheridan, who have since in different 
Ways occupied so great a Share of public 
Attention, had not either of them as yet 
come forward to public Notice and Admi¬ 
ration. The latter had indeed risen in his 
Place, as early as the preceding Month of 
November, within three Weeks after the 
Meeting of Parliament, in Order to com¬ 
plain of the Facility and Impunity with 
which Petitions were presented, complain¬ 
ing of Bribery and Corruption on the Part 
of Members returned to serve in Parliament, 
which Petitions often proved eventually fri- 



300 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1781 . 


volous or vexatious. He stood, himself, in 
that very Situation ; Mr. Richard Whit¬ 
worth, one of the Representatives for the 
Town of Stafford in the preceding Parlia¬ 
ment, having just petitioned the House, 
against the Return of Mr. Sheridan and his 
Colleague, the Honorable Edward Monck- 
ton, for the same Borough. Rigby, on the 
Occasion to which I allude, with the coarse, 
contemptuous, and insulting Ridicule, fami¬ 
liar to him when addressing the House, had 
treated Sheridan’s Complaints as meriting no. 
Attention. Fox instantly rose to justify and 
to protect his Friend; but the Speaker 
interposing, terminated the Conversation. 
Even while pronouncing the few Sentences 
which he then uttered, the Fame of the 
Author of the “ Duenna,” the “ School for 
Scandal,” and the “ Critic,” was already so 
well established, as to procure him the 
greatest Attention. 

Probably, at no Period of George the 
Third’s long Reign, which already exceeds 
that of Henry the Third in Duration, have 
the Walls of the House of Commons en¬ 
closed so great an Assemblage of first-rate 
Talents on the Opposition Benches, as were 
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there concentered at the Beginning of the 
Year 1781. Their Exertions were at once 
sharpened and propelled by the critical 
Nature of the Time and of the Contest, 
which obviously tended to some vast Ca¬ 
tastrophe, unless a speedy Amelioration of 
bur Affairs beyond the Atlantic should 
take Place. The Treasury Bench, though 
Lord North, Lord George Germain, and' 
Mr. Dundas, still were seated on it, had 
sustained no ordinary Diminution of its 
Lustre, by the Removal of Thurlow and of 
Wedderburn to the upper House: but, on 
the opposite Side, we beheld a Constellation 
of Men of Genius. In the Front stood Fox 
and Burke, sustained by Dunning and Barre; 
while Pitt and Sheridan, two of the most 
resplendent Luminaries produced during the 
Course of the Eighteenth Century, were 
preparing to unfold their Powers. I have 
endeavoured to present before the Reader of 
1818, an imperfect Picture of the Assembly 
then sitting at Westminster, and to place 
him, if I may so express myself, under the 
Gallery of the House, as a Spectator. In 
Order, however, to form a more complete 
Estimate of the principal Individuals who 
at that Time attracted general Notice, either 
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as Supporters of Administration, or as Can¬ 
didates for Office whenever the Opposition 
should come into Power; it is still requisite 
to throw a Glance over the House of Peers. 

The great Earl of Mansfield, though he 
had already advanced beyond that Period of 
Life, at which the Faculties of the human 
Mind usually begin to dimmish in Vigor, 
did hot appear to have lost any of the Acute¬ 
ness or Strength of his Intellect. In the 
Court of King’s Bench, no less than in Par¬ 
liament, where he constantly attended in his 
Place, his transcendent Abilities still excited 
equal Respect and Admiration. The Friend 
of Pope, of Bolingbroke, and of Sir William 
Wyndham, during his Youth ; he united the 
finest Accomplishments of Science, to the 
most profound Knowledge of the Laws. 
In the recent Riots of 1780, the Populace, 
whether considering him as inclined to sup¬ 
port Measures of an arbitrary Nature, or 
supposing him a Friend to Principles of reli¬ 
gious Toleration repugnant to their Feelings; 
selected him for the Object of their Violence. 
His House and his Papers were consumed : 
ffiut he had happily escaped any personal 
Effects of their Rage; and though not indi- 
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vidually a Member of Administration, might 
be considered as disposed on all Occasions, 
to extend his Assistance to the Government. 
Yet did the constitutional and characteristic 
Timidity which distinguished him in his 
political Capacity, prevent his ever standing 
forward in Moments of Crisis or Danger, 
like Thurlow and Wedderburn, as the avow¬ 
ed Champion of ministerial Measures. But, 
in his judicial Character, he made ample 
Amends, and manifested a Devotion to the 
Wishes of the Court, scarcely exceeded by 
any Example to be adduced even under the 
Stuart Deigns. The Accusations brought 
against Lord Mansfield by Wilkes, in his 
Letter from Paris, of the “ 22d of October, 
1764,” addressed to the Electors of Ayles¬ 
bury, are of so grave a Description, that, if 
founded in Truth, a Turkish Cadi might 
blush to own them. He positively asserts, 
that on the Evening preceding the two Trials 
in the Court of King’s Bench, instituted 
against himself, as the Author of the. North 
Briton , No. 45, and of the “ Essay on Wo¬ 
man;” Lord Mansfield sent for his (Wilkes’s) 
Solicitor to his own House, and desired him 
to consent to such Alterations in the Records, 
as would ensure the Certainty of Wilkes’s 
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Conviction. “ The Chief Justice,” continues 
he, “ sunk into the crafty Attorney, and 
“ made himself a Party against the Person 
“ accused before him as Judge, when he 
“ ought to have presumed me innocent. My 
“ Solicitor refused ; and against his Consent, 
“ the Records vjere there materially altered 
“ by his Lordship’s express Orders; so that 
“ J was tried on two new Charges, very dif- 
“ ferent from those 1 had answered. This 
“ is, I believe, the most daring Violation of 
“ the Rights of Englishmen, which has been 
“ committed by any Judge since the Time 
“ of Jefferies. Yet this arbitrary Scottish 
“ Chief Justice still remains unimpeached, 
“ except in the Hearts of the whole Nation.” 
When we read these Facts ;—for, such they 
must be esteemed, since they remained 
wholly uncontradicted; we might fancy the 
Transactions to have taken Place at Sarra- 
gossa or at Seville, rather than in Westmin¬ 
ster Hall. Scarcely could a Spanish Grand 
Inquisitor have outdone the English Chief 
Justice. Wilkes continuing his Narrative, 
says, “ Several of the Jury were by Counter 
“ Notices, signed Summoning Officer , pre- 
“ vented from attending on the Day ap- 
“ pointed for the Trial; while others had 
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“ not only private Notice given them of the 
“ real Day , but,, likewise, Instructions for 
“ their Behaviour. To crown the whole, 
“ Lord Mansfield, in his Charge, tortured 
“ both the JLaiv and the Fact so grossly , 
“ that the Audience were shocked no less at 
“ the Indecency, than at the Partiality of 
“ his Conduct. I was during all this Time, 
<c very dangerously ill, with my Daughter, at 
“ Paris; absolutely incapable of making any 
“ personal Defence, and indeed totally igno- 
“ rant of the two new Questions on which I 
“ was to be tried. 5 ’ It is not. without some 
Difficulty, that we can conceive these Viola¬ 
tions of all Justice or Equity to have taken 
Place in London, under the Reign of George 
the Third. We might rather suppose them 
to have been performed under Charles, or 
James, the Second. 

Nor was Wilkes the only Champion who 
stood forward as Lord Mansfield’s Accuser, 
at the Bar of the English People. With the 
single Exception of the Duke of Grafton, no 
Man high in Office, : had been so severely 
treated by the Pen of “ Juniusand though 
Time had skinned over the Wound, the 
Cicatrice still remained. That able Writer, 

VOL. II. 


x 



306 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1781 . 


after pursuing the Lord Chief Justice with 
inconceivable Pertinacity, through all the 
Sinuosities of legal Concealment or Evasion, 
under which he attempted to shelter him¬ 
self ;—after comparing him to the most pros¬ 
titute Judges of the most arbitrary Reigns ; 
to Tresillian , under Richard the Second; 
and to Jefferies , under James the Second; 
exclaims,—“ Who attacks the Liberty of the 
“ Press ? Lord Mansfield, Who invades 
“ the constitutional Power of Juries? Lord 
“ Mansfield. What Judge ever challenged 
“ a Juryman, but Lord Mansfield? Who 
“ was that Judge, who, to save the King’s 
“ Brother, affirmed that a Man of the first 
“ Rank and Quality, who obtains a Verdict 
“ in a Suit for criminal Conversation, is 
“ entitled to no greater Damages than the 
“ meanest Mechanic? Lord Mansfield.” 
These, it must be owned, are Charges of no 
common Magnitude, and conveyed in no 
ordinary Language. At him, “ Junius” 
levelled his last Blows, before he finally dis¬ 
appeared as a political Writer. In liis part¬ 
ing Letter, addressed to Lord Camden, 
written towards the End of January, 1772, 
exciting and invoking that Nobleman to 
come forward as the Accuser of the Lord 
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Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, at the 
Bar of the House of Peers ; “ Considering,” 
says he, “ the Situation and Abilities of 
“ Lord Mansfield, I do not scruple to affirm, 
“ with the most solemn Appeal to God for 
“ my Sincerity, that in my Judgment, he is 
“ the very worst and most dangerous Man 
“• in the Kingdom. Thus far I have done 
“ my Duty, in endeavouring to bring him to 
“ Punishment. But, mine is an inferior 
“ ministerial Office in the Temple of Jus- 
“ tice. 1 have bound the Victim, and drag- 
“ ged him to the Altar.” Severe, and per¬ 
haps unmerited as these Accusations may 
appear, yet Lord Mansfield’s warmest Ad¬ 
mirers never attempted to deny, that at 
every Period of Time while he presided in 
the Court of King’s Bench, his Opinions and 
his Decrees, if not adverse to the Liberty 
of the Press, and to the Freedom of the 
Subject, uniformly leaned towards the 
Crown. His Enemies, not without some 
Reason asserted, that he was better calcu¬ 
lated to fill the Office of a Praetor under 
Justinian, than to preside as Chief Criminal 
Judge of this Kingdom, in the Reign of 
Ceorge the Third. 
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Lord Loughborough, who owed to Lord 
North, his recent Elevation to the Peerage, 
constituted one of his ablest Advocates, and 
most zealous Supporters, in that House. 
Wedderburn had risen through the Grada¬ 
tions of the Law, amidst the Discussions 
of Parliament, side by side with Thurlow. 
More temperate, pliant, artful, and accom¬ 
modating in his Manners, than the Chancel¬ 
lor, he equalled that Nobleman in Elo¬ 
quence, if he did not even surpass him. 
Chur chilly in one of his Satires, has thought 
proper to describe Wedderburn in Colours 
of the deepest and most malignant Dye, 
heightened by the Magic of Verse. I believe, 
it appeared in 1762. 

“ To Mischief train’d, e’en from his Mother’s Womb, 
Grown old in Fraud, tho’ yet in Manhood’s Bloom, 
Adopting Arts by which gay Villains rise, 

And reach the Heights which honest Men despise; 
Mute at the Bar, and in the Senate loud, 

Dull ’inongst the dullest, proudest of the proud, 

A pert prim Prater of the Northern Race, 

Guilt in his Heart, and Famine in his Face, 

Stept forth.”- 

Nor was Fox much more favourable to Wed¬ 
derburn, previous to the “ Coalition” in 1783, 
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which obliterated all preceding Errors on 
both Sides. In November, 1781, on the Day 
when Parliament met, Fox, while loading 
with Execrations the American War, and 
its Authors or Abettors, selected Wedder- 
burn as an Object of his strongest Repro¬ 
bation. Alluding to the Language which 
that eminent Lawyer had formerly held, 
when he designated the Contest with Ame¬ 
rica, “ to be the Opposition of Hancock and 
“ his Crew, not a War with the People at 
“ largeFox observed, that “ for these Sen- 
“ timents, and not for any other Merit that 
“ he could discover, except the abusing our 
“ Fellow Subjects beyond the Atlantic, the 
“ learned Gentleman had been raised to the 
j Dignity of a Peer.” Notwithstanding these 
Denunciations of Party Violence, poetic and 
political, no Man in public Life possessed 
more Versatility of Talents, or Abilities bet¬ 
ter adapted to every Situation. He proved 
himself as refined a Courtier at St. James’s, 
as he was an able Lawyer at Westminster. 
His Defence of Lord Clive, when under Ac¬ 
cusation before the House of Commons, at 
an earlier Period of His Majesty’s Reign, 
augmented Wedderburn’s legal, as well as 
parliamentary Reputation. It had been per- 
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petually progressive since that Time, and 
rendered him, Avhether as a Member of the 
lower, or of the upper House, one of the 
most distinguished Ornaments of the long 
Robe. 

Nor did the Opposition at this Time want 
men of distinguished Capacity, professional 
and political, in the House of Lords, though 
the Marquis of Rockingham was not to be 
accounted among the Number. His Rank, 
his Integrity, and his vast patrimonial Pro¬ 
perty, rather than any intellectual Endow¬ 
ments, had placed him at the Head of his 
Party. During the short Period of Time 
when he formerly filled the Post of first 
Lord of the Treasury, he had displayed 
more Rectitude of Intention, than either Vi¬ 
gor or Ability. Even his Constitution and 
Frame of Body, appeared inadequate to the 
Fatigues of an official Situation demanding 
Energy and Application. Lord Camden on 
the contrary, though much more advanced 
in Years, had retained all the Powers of his 
Mind, combined with personal Activity. In 
Debate, he might be esteemed equal to Lord, 
Mansfield himself; and his Exertions at 
every Period of his Life, in Defence of the 
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constitutional Liberties of the Subject, which 
gave him a Sort of individual Superiority to 
that Nobleman, greatly endeared him to the 
Nation. While Chief Justice of the Court 
of Common Pleas, he had approved himself 
a firm and intrepid Guardian of the Rights 
of the English People. On the thirtieth of 
April, 1763, wh^n Wilkes was illegally ar¬ 
rested under a General Warrant issued by 
the two Secretaries of State, the Earls of 
Egremont and Halifax; Sir Charles Pratt, 
on Application being made to him in his ju¬ 
dicial Capacity, instantly ordered the Ha¬ 
beas Corpus to issue; though the Ministers 
thought proper to evade and to violate it. 
His Name, almost always united with the 
great -Earl of Chatham, ever since the Ac¬ 
cession of George the Third, seemed inse¬ 
parable from the Idea of Freedom. 

If indefatigable and laborious Pertinacity 
could recommend to Office, or qualify for 
public Employment, few Members of the 
upper House possessed a better Title to that 
Praise, than the Duke of Richmond. How¬ 
ever limited might be the Range of his Ideas, 
he supplied in some Measure by Applica¬ 
tion, the Deficiency of original Talent. His 
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Person, Manners, and Address, were all full 
of. Dignity; and the personal Beauty which 
distinguished Mademoiselle de la Querou- 
aille, Mistress of Charles the Second, his 
great Grandmother, was not become extinct 
in him. She is known to have retained her 
Charms, down to a very late Period of her 
Life; and the Fables related of Ninon de 
l’Enclos, which Voltaire has exposed, were 
in some Measure verified in the Duchess of 
Portsmouth. The late George Selwyn, who 
had seen her at Richmond House in the 
Year 1733;—for, she survived Charles the 
Second, near fifty Years ;—assured me that 
she was even then possessed of many At¬ 
tractions, though verging towards fourscore, 
Like his Nephew Mr. Fox, the Duke did 
not spare the King, when addressing the 
House of Lords ; and he was considered as 
peculiarly obnoxious at St. James’s. Ac¬ 
cused by his Enemies; of wanting personal 
Courage, he manifested at least no Defect of 
political Resolution. At the East Jndia 
House, in his Quality of a Proprietor, no 
less than as a Peer of Parliament, at West¬ 
minster, he was ever active ; vigilant in de¬ 
tecting and exposing Abuses, real or imagi¬ 
nary; perpetually harassing every Depart- 
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ment with Enquiries; and attacking in turn, 
the Army, the Admiralty, and the Treasury. 

But, no Individual in the upper House, 
attracted so much national Attention from 
his Accomplishments, Talents, and exten¬ 
sive Information on all Subjects of foreign 
dr domestic Policy,^ as the Earl of Shel¬ 
burne. In the Prime of Life, and in the full 
Vigor of his Faculties, he displayed, when¬ 
ever he rose to speak, an intimate Know¬ 
ledge of Europe ; together with such a Va¬ 
riety of Matter, as proved him eminently 
qualified to fill the highest official Situation. 
At an early Period of His Majesty’s Reign, 
he had occupied with great and general Ap¬ 
probation, the Post of Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, during: more than 
two Years, between 1766 and 1768. He 
might therefore justly look forward, on any 
Change of Ministers, to be again employed 
in a similar, or even in a higher Place of 
Trust and Power. His Acquaintance with 
the Continent, was minute and accurate, the 
Result of ocular Inspection on many Points, 
corrected by Reflection; and improved by 
Correspondence or Communications with 
Foreigners of Eminence, whom he assidu- 
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ously cultivated and protected. Mr. Fox 
himself was far inferior to Lord Shelburhe, 
in these Branches of Information. Nor was 
that Nobleman less versed in all the Princi¬ 
ples of Finance and of Revenue, than in the 
other Objects of political Study that form a 
Statesman. His House, or more properly to 
speak, his Palace in Berkeley-square, which 
had formerly been erected by the Earl of 
Bute; formed at once the Centre of a consi¬ 
derable Party, as well as the Asylum of li¬ 
terary Taste and Science. 

It is a Fact, that during the latter Years 
of Lord North’s Administration, he retained 
three or four Clerks in constant Pay and 
Employment under his own Roof, who were 
solely occupied in copying State Papers 
or Accounts. Every Measure of Finance, 
adopted by the first Minister, passed, if I 
may so express myself, through the political 
Alembic of Shelburne House, where it was 
examined and severely discussed. There, 
while Dunning and Barre met to settle their 
Plan of Action, as Members of the Opposi¬ 
tion in the House of Commons; Jackson, 
who likewise sat in the same Assembly for 
New Romney, and the Variety; of whose In- 
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formation had acquired him the Name of 

Omniscient Jackson,” furnished every Spe¬ 
cies of legal or general Knowledge. Dr. 
Price and Mr, Baring produced financial 
Plans, or made arithmetical Calculations, 
meant to controvert and overturn, or to ex¬ 
pose, those of the first Lord of the Trea¬ 
sury : while Dr. Priestley, who lived under 
the Earl of Shelburne’s personal Protection, 
(just as the celebrated Hobbes had done at 
Chatsworth, under the immediate Patronage 
of the Earls of Devonshire, in the preceding 
Century;) prosecuted in the midst of Lon¬ 
don, his philosophical and chemical Re¬ 
searches. Nor ought ! to omit in this list,of 
extraordinary Men, the distinguished Names 
of Jervis, and of Jekyll; one of whom has 
risen to such naval Honours and Dignities.; 
while the other has attained to an equal 
Eminence at the Bar, as he enjoys from the 
Charms of his Conversation, in private So¬ 
ciety. 

In his Person, Manners, and Address, the 
Earl of Shelburne wanted no external Qua¬ 
lity requisite to captivate or conciliate Man¬ 
kind. Affable, polite, communicative, and 
courting Popularity, he drew round him a 
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Number of Followers or Adherents. His 
personal Courage was indisputable. Splen¬ 
did and hospitable at his Table, he equally 
delighted his Guests by the Charms of his 
Conversation and Society. In his magni¬ 
ficent Library, one of the finest of its Kind 
in England, he could appear as a Philoso¬ 
pher and a Man of Letters. With such va¬ 
rious Endowments of Mind, sustained by 
Hank and Fortune, he necessarily excited 
universal Consideration, and seemed to be 
pointed out by Nature, for the first Employ¬ 
ments. But, the Confidence which his moral 
Character inspired, did not equal the Repu¬ 
tation of his Abilities. His Adversaries ac¬ 
cused him of systematic Duplicity and In¬ 
sincerity. They even asserted, that unless 
all the Rules of Physiognomy were set at 
Defiance, his very Countenance and Fea¬ 
tures eloquently indicated Falsehood. In 
order to fix upon him so injurious an Impu¬ 
tation, they gave him the Epithet of Mala- 
grida, from the Name of a Portuguese 
Jesuit, well known in the modern His¬ 
tory of that Kingdom. And these Insinua¬ 
tions, though not perhaps accompanied with 
Proofs, were nevertheless, either from the 
Credulity, or from the Malignity of Mankind, 
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widely circulated, as well as very generally 
believed, throughout the Nation. 

[23d—31st January.] If any Crisis ever 
demanded a first Minister of Energy, Firm¬ 
ness, and Resources of Character, it was as¬ 
suredly the Portion of the present Reign on 
which we are about to enter, including the 
last fourteen Months of Lord North’s long 
Administration. There, may since that Time 
have been Moments of greater Alarm, under 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Addington, or Mr. Percival; 
but, none of such ministerial and national De¬ 
pression. Even when Bonaparte seemed to 
bestride the Continent from West to East; 
while his Flotilla menaced us with monthly 
Invasion;—when the Southern Coast was co¬ 
vered vnth Martello Towers, from Beachy 
Head to Romney Marsh; and the Corsican 
Emperor having vanquished Europe, seemed 
only to reserve England, as Polypheme does 
Ulysses, for his last Sacrifice;—yet even 
then,, though we felt Apprehension,.the Spirit 
and the Confidence of the Country were 
fully commensurate to the impending or ap¬ 
parent Danger. The Sovereign was an Ob¬ 
ject of Affection and of universal Respect. It 
was a Combat of Morals and of Patriotism, 
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against the Principle of Rapine, Disorgani¬ 
zation, and ferocious military Despotism; 
while the continental Governments and 
People, however subjected they themselves 
might be, put up secret Prayers for our 
Escape and Success. But in 1781 , Lord 
North had neither internal, nor foreign Auxi¬ 
liaries. Which ever way he directed his View, 
it was met by Calamity, or Defeat, or accu¬ 
mulating Difficulties. Under such Circum¬ 
stances, it may rather excite Surprize that 
he resisted so long, than that he should ulti¬ 
mately have sunk beneath the Pressure. No 
sooner had Parliament re-assembled after the 
Adjournment, than the Reclamations or 
Complaints which had been repressed dur¬ 
ing the Recess, burst out with a Vehemence 
proportioned to their preceding Delay. While 
General Smith called the Attention of the 
Minister and the House, to the alarming 
Condition of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orissa, where the newly instituted Court 
of Judicature had commenced a Sort of civil 
War against the Supreme Government; the 
Island of Barbadoes, desolated by the Hur¬ 
ricane of which I have already made Men¬ 
tion ; through its Agent, a Member of the 
House, in Terms calculated to awaken Com- 
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miseration in every Bosom, besought Admi¬ 
nistration to extend some immediate Relief 
to their almost indescribable Wants. 

Great as were these Misfortunes, and 
deeply affecting the British Empire at its 
two Extremities; a more serious Subject 
of Contemplation, because it was one much - 
nearer Home, engrossed universal Atten¬ 
tion. I mean, the Manifesto presented by 
Lord North, at the same Time that he 
delivered a Message from His Majesty, 
announcing, the Commencement of Hosti¬ 
lities against Holland. Never, probably, in 
the History of modern Nations, was any 
State Paper drawn up with more Temper, 
Moderation, and even a Spirit of Concilia¬ 
tion! The King lamented in every Line, 
the painful Necessity imposed on him, to 
resent the Infractions of Treaty committed 
by his ancient Allies, the Hutch. But, the 
Source of the Evil lay in the Depression of 
Great Britain, already surrounded by Ene¬ 
mies, and apparently unequal to protracting 
the Struggle. In the Course of a long De¬ 
bate that ensued upon the Address proposed 
to be presented to the Sovereign, which was 
opposed on factious, rather than on solid 
Grounds of Argument; Lord North, in Re- 
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ply to Burke observed, that “ our national 
“ Difficulties were unquestionably great; 
“ but, he trusted, by no Means insuperable.” 
“ I am neither disposed,” added he, “ to con- 
“ ceal their Magnitude, nor afraid to encoun- 
“ ter them; because I am fully convinced 
“ that the Means possessed by this Country, 
“ when vigorously exerted, constitute the 
“ only Mode of obtaining a just and an ho- 
“ norable Peace.” These magnanimous Sen¬ 
timents, which might have become the first 
Mr. Pitt in 1758, or his Son in 1805; 
both which were Periods of universal Dejec¬ 
tion ; received from Fox, from Townsend, 
from Lord John Cavendish, and from Dun¬ 
ning, every injurious or contumelious Epi¬ 
thet; accompanied by Reproaches for having, 
as they falsely asserted, driven Holland into 
the Arms of the House of Bourbon. The 
Minister did not however want Defenders 
or that Evening; among whom, though the 
most inconsiderable in every Sense, I might 
name myself. Nor did the Division deceive 
his Hopes, as he carried the proposed Ad¬ 
dress by a Majority of seventy-nine. I was 
among the Number of those Members who 
went up with it to St. James’s, where it met 
from His Majesty, the most gracious Re¬ 
ception. 
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[1st of February.] I wish it were in my 
Power to convey an adequate Idea to the 
Header of 1818, and to transport him to 
the Debate that took Place, ivhen Fox 
moved a Censure on the Administration, for 
having advised His Majesty to confer on 
Palliser, the Government of Greenwich Hos¬ 
pital. All the first Orators who graced the 
Opposition Benches, came forward in Suc¬ 
cession. Palliser and Keppel faced each 
other; the former Admiral, seated near the 
Minister; the latter, opposite to him; sus¬ 
tained by his numerous, zealous, and elo¬ 
quent Partizans^ The Events of the 27th 
of July, 1778;—a Day marked by so many 
painful Recollections; were once more re¬ 
traced, discussed, and agitated with all the 
Violence of mutual Animosity. Fox opened 
the Subject in a masterly Manner; ming¬ 
ling in his Mode of managing it, not less 
Art, than Eloquence or Argument. Nor 
did he spare, in certain Parts of his Dis¬ 
course, the King himself; though in Com¬ 
pliance with the Forms of Parliament, he 
abstained from expressly naming the Sove¬ 
reign. Keppel had been recently rejected 
Member for Windsor, which Borough 
thought proper to return, as one of their 

VOL. II. y 



322 . 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1781 . 


Representatives, Mr. Powney, a Gentle¬ 
man of independent Fortune in the Vicinity. 
To this Circumstance, as having been pro¬ 
duced by royal Interference, Fox alluded. 
“ And what,” exclaimed he exultingly, “ is 
“ the Consequence! The County of Surrey, 
“ which Portion of England beheld with 
“ Indignation, the Oppression practised in 
“ his Person; who saw the enormous Influ- 
“ ence of the Crown opposed to Virtue; 
“ Popularity, and Reputation; opened their 
“ Arms to receive him, and invited him 
“ to become their Representative. Thus, 
“ Oppression produced its opposite Effect; 
“ and my honorable Relation, expelled from 
“ a Place which he had represented in suc- 
“ cessive Parliaments, by the Influence of 
“ the Crown , is returned to this Assembly, 
“ for a great and opulent County.” 

Lord North, in his Reply to Fox, did not 
omit to give the most pointed Denial to the 
Assertion that Keppel had been driven from 
Windsor, by the means to which Allusion 
was made; adding, that “ the Honorable 
“ Gentleman well knew the Fact not to be 
“ true, and only threw out the Imputation, 
“ merely with a View to inflame the Passions 
‘‘ of his Audience.” Disdaining, on an Occa- 
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sion so grave and weighty, to avail himself 
of his customary Weapons, Ridicule and 
Pleasantry; the first Lord of the Treasury, 
in a Speech replete with sound Sense, and 
strong Reasoning, combated Fox’s Proposi¬ 
tions; reminded him of the Frenzy which 
had agitated London for three Nights, when 
a lawless and unrestrained Mob compelled 
the peaceable Inhabitants to illuminate for 
a Victory which had never been gained; 
and attributed, not to Conviction, but, to 
Intimidation, the Vote of Thanks to Keppel 
carried in the last House of Commons, under 
those Circumstances. On one Point only 
Lord North indulged for a few Moments, 
that Vein of genuine Humour and playful 
Wit, which so eminently characterized him. 
Fox having asserted roundly, that “ Palli- 
“ ser’s Resignation of his Places and Em- 
“ ployments, formed a tacit Admission of 
“ his Criminality,” Lord North classically 
exclaimed, 

“ Quam temere Nosmet Legem sancimus iniquam !” 

“ Some Men,” continued he, “ resign their 
“ Places, for the Sake of the public Quiet. 
“ Others resign from shrewd Arithmetical 
v.Calculations, that it may be more judicious 
y 2 
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“ to give up a Place of small Value now, in 
“ Order to get a better, some Time hence. 
“ Others again act thus from political Fore- 
“ sight. They discover an approaching 
“ Storm; they 4 snuff it gathering in the 
“ Skythey perceive that an Administra- 
“ tion totters, and they quit the falling Fa- 
“ brick, in Expectation of coming into high 
“ Office, by joining the opposite Party. For 
4 ‘ my Part, I believe the Vice Admiral re¬ 
-signed from a most laudable Motive, in 
“ Order to restore the public Tranquillity, 
“ which had been overturned by the Mad- 
“ ness of the Times.” 

Captain George Johnstone, or as he was 
more commonly denominated, Commodore 
Johnstone, a Man who has attained a con¬ 
siderable Degree of Celebrity during this 
Portion of the Reign of George the Third ; 
rising for the first Time since the Meeting of 
the present Parliament, took no ordinary 
Part in the Debate. Nature had cast him 
in a coarse, but, a vigorous Mould, and had 
endowed him with corresponding or analo¬ 
gous Faculties of Mind. Irascible, intem¬ 
perate, violent, he was a warm and zealous 
Friend; but, an implacable Enemy. He 
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possessed a Species of ardent, impetuous, 
half savage Eloquence, restrained by no 
Delicacy of Language; yet capable of pow¬ 
erfully affecting his Hearers by the Display 
of Information,' by his energetic Appeals to 
their Passions, and by his Gesticulations 
which came in Aid of his Oratory. Asa 
naval Officer of Rank and Experience, when 
addressing the House on a naval Question, 
he might justly lay Claim to Attention. He 
had proved himself nevertheless more a sa¬ 
gacious Politician, than an able Commander; 
and looked rather to parliamentary Talents, 
than to maritime Services, for elevating him 
in Life, as well as for enabling him to acquire 
the Honors or Emoluments of his Profession. 
Johnstone, while he admitted that Keppel 
was individually a brave, a gallant, and a 
meritorious Officer ; inveighed in Terms the 
most severe, against the general Disposi¬ 
tions which he had made previous to en¬ 
gaging the Fleet of France, on the memora¬ 
ble 27th of July. Of that Action Johnstone 
spoke, as of the most unfortunate which 
Great Britain had ever witnessed; “ in Conse- 
“ quence of which, the French became con- 
i vinced by their own Experience, that on 
“ a Summer’s Day, they could engage an 



326 


HISTORICAL 


[1781. 


“ English Fleet superior in every Point of 
“ View, and yet get safe back to their own 
“ Harbours.” He treated with indignant 
Ridicule, the Expression used by Keppel, 
when he allowed d’Orvilliers to retire un¬ 
molested, under a Supposition that “ he 
“ would fight it out fairly next Morning,” 
instead of renewing the Engagement on the 
same Evening: adding, that he entertained 
no Doubt, the Honorable Admiral himself, 
if he were to fight the Battle over again, 
would conduct it in a very different Manner! 
Then adverting to the disgraceful Tumults, 
and still more disgraceful Illuminations, on 
Occasion of the pretended Advantage gain¬ 
ed over France, “ Oh! God!” said he, rais¬ 
ing his Eyes, and covering with both Hands 
his Face, “ London, illuminated during 
“ three successive Nights, on Account of 
“ the national Glory acquired on the 27th 
“ of July.! No Man of common Sense could 
“ credit it.” Towards the Conclusion of his 
Speech, Johnstone, in the most pointed Lan¬ 
guage, after vindicating Lord Sandwich in his 
official Character, as first Lord of the Admi¬ 
ralty, from the Imputations of various Kinds 
thrown out against his naval Administration; 
expressed his Concern and Surprize at seeing 
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so respectable a Name as that of Admiral 
Keppel, subscribed. to a List of factious 
Resolutions adopted by a Surrey Committee, 
declaring the American War to be an unjust 
Enterprize. “ What Opinion,” observed he, 
“ must Officers who are proceeding to that 
“ Quarter of the Globe, form of a naval 
“ Commander, so long the Object of their 

Respect; who now joins in declaring that 
•“ every Man who serves against the Insur- 
“ gents beyond the Atlantic, is no better 
“ than a Pirate, and that the Contest itself 
“ is a War of Injustice and Oppression!” 

Proceeding in this Strain of Accusation, 
and carried away by the Warmth of his ir¬ 
ritable Temper, which, like that of Burke, 
was by no means always under the Control 
of Reason; Johnstone arraigned the Opini¬ 
ons delivered from the Opposition Benches, 
on the late Debate relative to the Declara¬ 
tion of War against Holland, as dangerous, 
if not fatal in their Consequences to the 
national Welfare. He even charged, though 
not by Name, yet by unavoidable Implica¬ 
tion, Fox, as well as his Friends who sate 
near him, with the Criminality of Advocates 
employed by the Enemies of England, to tra- 
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duce, to degrade, and to overturn her Great- 
ness. Apprehensive probably of the Effect 
■which such a Denunciation might produce 
on the public Mind, Mr. Thomas Townsend 
starting up; called the Commodore to Order; 
and though Rigby interposed to justify the 
Observations that he had made, as arising 
out of the Subject under Discussion; con¬ 
sequently as strictly conformable to the ac¬ 
knowledged Rules of Debate; yet John¬ 
stone, whose Understanding had been allow¬ 
ed a few Moments to operate, aware of the 
delicate Ground on which he was treading, 
declined to add another Word. The House 
in vain encouraged him to proceed, by Cries 
of Go on! Go on! He sate down, and Kep- 
pel availed himself of the Pause, to present 
to the House his Sentiments on the Ques¬ 
tion. In a Speech of considerable Length, 
he endeavoured to throw the Blame of the 
Failure of the 27th of July, on Palliser; 
though he was necessitated to admit the 
personal Efforts to break the French Line, 
made by that gallant Officer. He owned 
that he no more liked the Mention of the 
unfortunate Day itself, than did the Com¬ 
modore; while he affected at the same Time 
to thank his Honorable.Relation, for afford- 
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ing him the present Occasion of justifying 
himself to the House of Commons and to 
his Country. 

Sir Hugh Palliser now rose, and direct¬ 
ed his Discourse to Fox, rather than to 
the Admiral who had just preceded him. 
The Matter of his Address made Amends 
for any Deficiencies in its Delivery, and 
enforced universal Attention. After re¬ 
proaching Fox with Want of Candour, if 
not of Veracity, in the Statement made 
by him of the Motives that had produced 
the Resignation of his own Employments; 
Sir Hugh assured him that it did not pro¬ 
ceed from any Apprehension of his Threats, 
nor from any Consciousness of Misconduct 
in himself. “ Fear,’’ continued he, “ is the 
Tax which Conscience pays to Guilt. Let 
those experience it, who calumniate the 
Characters of others, and afterwards object 
to hear the injured Party in his Exculpa¬ 
tion ! I was indeed once afraid, I confess. I 
was afraid of a frantic, deluded, furious 
Populace, who forced their Way into my 
House, destroyed my Property, and would 
have torn me in Pieces, if the Arrival of a 
Detachment of the Guards sent to my Re¬ 
lief, had not critically rescued me from their 
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Ferocity. I was necessitated to abscond, 
aiid from the Place of my Concealment, 1 
wrote ray Letter of Resignation. In so 
acting, I imitated the Precedent set me by 
one of the most celebrated naval Command¬ 
ers known in modern History. 1 mean, the 
famous Dutch Admiral, Van Tromp. He, 
under the Operation of popular Prejudice 
and Outrage, laid down his Commission, in 
Order to pacify the Public: but he subse¬ 
quently resumed it under more auspicious 
Circumstances, and rendered the highest 
Services to his native Country.’’ > Having 
modestly, but distinctly stated the" Share 
that he took iii the Engagement of the *27th 
of July ; where, by the universal Confession 
of every Officer present, he had manifested 
uncommon Intrepidity, and had received in 
his Ship, the “ Formidable,” the exclusive 
Fire of the whole French Line; he concluded 
by pointing some severe Observations against 
Burke, as well as against Keppel: leaving 
on my Mind, and I believe, on that of every 
unprejudiced Hearer, the strongest Convic¬ 
tion of his Merits, no less than of the Perse¬ 
cution that he had endured. 

Burke may be said to have terminated 
this very interesting Discussion, rising as 
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soon as Palliser sat down; no doubt with 
the Design of obliterating the Impression 
made on the. House, by the preceding 
Speaker. If Eloquence, Ingenuity, and a 
perfect Acquaintance with every Fact or 
minute Detail connected with the Subject, 
could efface that Impression, and substitute 
in its Place an opposite Sentiment, he must 
have succeeded :—for, never were more bril¬ 
liant, various, and captivating Powers of In¬ 
tellect exhibited, than by Burke on thjat 
Evening. He left no Feature of the Subject 
untouched, and all touched with a Master 
Hand. Against Palliser he directed the 
Shafts of his argumentative Severity; against 
Lord North, the keener Arrows of Ridicule 
and Irony; nor did he by any means omit 
Johnstone, who attracted his full Proportion 
of both those Weapons of Attack. The 
finest Specimen of ludicrous and metaphori¬ 
cal Description ever perhaps given even by 
Burke himself, within the Walls of the House 
of Commons, he pointed against the first 
Minister. That Nobleman found himself 
obliged to call in the Assistance of Mans¬ 
field, the Solicitor General, in Order to ena¬ 
ble him to shape his proposed Amendments 
to Fox’s Motion for declaring “ the Ap- 
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“ pointment of Palliser to be Governor of 
“ Greenwich Hospital, a Measure totally 
“ subversive of the Discipline, and deroga- 
“ tory to the Honor of the Navy.” Some 
Minutes having elapsed, while the precise 
Words proper to be adopted, were under 
Consideration ; Burke observed, that “ the 
“ noble Lord had been employed in knotting 
“ and splicing the Motion, and in fishing 
“ its Mast at the same Time remarking, 
(in Allusion to his Consultation with the 
Solicitor General,) that “ he need not have 
“ fired a Gun to Leeward , as a Signal of 
“ Distress, it being obvious that his Mizen 
“ Top Masts were all shot away.” These 
Metaphors, drawn from the technical Terms 
of the very Service respecting which the 
House had been so long engaged in Debate, 
operated with inconceivable Effect on the 
Muscles of the Assembly; and on none 
more forcibly than on those of the first Mi¬ 
nister, against whom they were specially 
directed. He found himself for once over¬ 
whelmed by the very Artillery which he 
commonly employed against his Opponents, 
and in the Use of which lie so much ex¬ 
celled. The Motion was at length nega¬ 
tived, though only by a Majority of Sixty 
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five ; the Opposition dividing 149; while 
Administration had 214 Votes. Palliser 
continued to retain the Government of 
Greenwich Hospital, down to the Period 
of his Decease in 1796; but, no first Lord 
of the Admiralty ever ventured to employ 
him again in the Line of his Profession. 

[26th February.] Among the Circum¬ 
stances which will always render the Ses¬ 
sion of 1781 peculiarly interesting to Post¬ 
erity, must be accounted the active Appear¬ 
ance of Pitt and of Sheridan, on the Floor 
of the House of Commons. They both may 
be said to have commenced their brilliant 
parliamentary Career, nearly at the same 
Time, within a few Days of each other. Both 
spoke on the Side of Opposition, and both 
were received with marked Approbation, by 
every Part of their Audience. I was present, 
when each of them rose for the first Time. 
Pitt led the Way, on the second Reading of 
Burke’s Bill for “ the Reform of the King’s 
Household ;” which, though rejected in the 
last Session of the preceding Parliament, 
its Author did not the less bring forward 
anew, towards the Close of the Month of 
February. He reiterated, on moving for 
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Leave to bring in the Bill, the same Enco¬ 
miums upon the salutary Retrenchments 
made by Necker, with which he had enter¬ 
tained the House in 1780 ; extolled the Dis¬ 
cernment of Louis the Sixteenth, in making 
Choice of such a Minister, for Superintend- 
ant of the Finances; and asserted, that the 
Selection would produce more substantial 
Benefit, as well as more solid Glory to his 
Reign, than had resulted from all the Deeds 
of Henry the Fourth. “ We want,” said he, 
some such great and enlightened States- 
“ man, who will strike out new and untried 
“ Paths, adapted to the Pressure of the 
“ Times. Here no Measures are adopted, 
“ except on a narrow, fraudulent Scale, pro- 
“ ducing temporary Supplies by Retails of 
“ Misfortune. Tcedet harum Formarum l 
“ These are only delusive Phantoms. Give 
“ me Substance and Reality ;—Corpus soli - 
“ dum, et Sued plenum ! When the financial 
“ Resources of the French Monarchy were 
“ believed to be exhausted, and when every 
ordinary Channel of Revenue was known 
“to be dried up, Mr. Necker opened a 
“ Mine of national Wealth; dug down into 
“ it; reached the Fountain Head of pro- 
“ ductive Receipt; and by demolishing the 
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“ Dams that impeded the Current of Wealth, 

“ he immediately brought into the Exche- 
“ quer, the Value of near six Hundred use- 
“ less Places.” Such were the Eulogiums 
pronounced upon the Banker of Copet, 
whose ill combined and illusive Plans, cal¬ 
culated only to acquire Popularity at the 
Expence of his unfortunate Master, plunged 
France into irretrievable Embarrassments, 
and led ultimately to the Subversion of the 
Monarchy! The Measures moreover, adopted 
by an arbitrary Prince for maintaining a War, 
iii which, contrary to every Maxim of wise 
Policy, no less than .by the Subversion of 
all Treaties subsisting, between France and 
England, he had engaged with us; did not 
appear, in the Opinion of impartial Men, to 
form a proper Model for our Imitation. 
After a Debate of considerable Length, the 
Bill was rejected only by a Majority of 
forty-three Votes, in a very full House, 
where four Hundred, and twenty-three Mem¬ 
bers were present. Great Expectations hav¬ 
ing been formed of Pitt, a sort,of anxious 
Impatience for his coining forward, pervaded 
the Assembly ; which was strongly impress¬ 
ed from common Report, with, a Belief of his 
hereditary Talents and Eloquence. He un- 
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questionably commenced under most auspi¬ 
cious Circumstances; his Birth, and his* 
very Name, by resuscitating as it were the 
first Earl of Chatham, whose Memory awak¬ 
ened such animating Recollections, prepar¬ 
ing every Ear to be attentive; and thus re¬ 
moving all the Impediments that present 
themselves in the Way of ordinary Men, 
when attempting to address Parliament, 
But, sanguine as might he the Opinions en¬ 
tertained of his Ability, he far exceeded 
them ; seeming to attain at his Outset, that 
Object, which other Candidates for public 
Fame or Favour, slowly and laboriously ef¬ 
fect, by Length of Time and regular Grada¬ 
tions. 

It was in reply to Lord Nugent that Pitt 
first broke Silence, from under the Gallery, 
on the Opposition Side of the House. The 
same Composure, Self-possession, and impo¬ 
sing Dignity of Manner, which afterwards so 
eminently characterized him when seated on 
the Treasury Bench; distinguished him in 
this first Essay of his Powers, though he 
then wanted three Months to have com-- 
pleated his twenty-second Year. The same 
nervous, correct, and polished Diction, free 
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from any Inaccuracy of Language, or Em¬ 
barrassment of Deportment, which, as first 
Minister, he subsequently displayed, were 
equally manifested on this Occasion. Form¬ 
ed for a popular Assembly, he seemed made 
to guide its Deliberations, from the first Mo¬ 
ment that he addressed the Members com¬ 
posing it. The Debate of that Evening 
which first introduced so distinguished an 
Individual to the Knowledge of his Country¬ 
men as a Candidate for Office, stands so 
much apart from the ordinary Discussions 
of Parliament; and the Particulars of it will 
unquestionably excite so warm a Curiosity, 
that I shall endeavour to retrace some of its 
Features. And I can do it with the greater 
Facility, as well as Accuracy, having not 
only been in my Place on that Night as a 
Member of the House, but, taken an active 
Part in it. I spoke at considerable Length, 
against the Bill; replied to Burke’s Enco¬ 
miums on Necker, and treated the Plans of 
that Genevese Financier, nearly in the same 
Manner as I have since written respecting 
them. These Observations 1 venture to 
make, in Order to shew that in all I may 
state, I am not composing from Books, but, 
relating such Facts as remain impressed on 

VOL II. z 
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my Memory, and have survived the Lapse 
of six and thirty Years. I shall therefore 
proceed, without heeding the malevolent 
Comments that may be made on my Vanity 
and Egotism, for the Mention of myself as in 
any Manner connected with Mr. Pitt’s En¬ 
trance on public Life. 

Lord Nugent, while he professed himself 
a Friend to Economy, strongly opposed 
Burke’s Bill on various Grounds; as de¬ 
stroying the Independence of the Sovereign, 
while it would injure the Frame of the Bri¬ 
tish Constitution, by subverting the nice 
Equipoise on which depended its Perman¬ 
ence and Stability. He afterwards treated 
the projected Refonn to be made in the 
royal Household, as not less visionary or 
impracticable, than the “ Commonwealth” 
of Plato jn Antiquity, or than Sir Thomas 
More’s “ Utopia.” Adding, that however 
much he might desire to introduce all be¬ 
coming Reductions of Expence about the 
King’s Court and Person, he never would 
vote for setting him down to an Ordinary, or 
render him a more dependent Man than any 
of his Subjects. Against these Opinions or 
Arguments, Mr*. Pitt directed all the Force 
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of his Eloquence. The Ministers, he said, 
and they only, were culpable in not having 
come forward spontaneously, to propose a 
Diminution of the Civil List. If however, 
instead of performing their Duty to a bur- 
thened and impoverished Country, they in¬ 
terposed to prevent the Benignity of the 
Monarch, to check the free Exercise of his 
natural Bounty, to stop the Tide of royal 
Sympathy, and to close up his paternal 
Emotions; there could exist no good Rea¬ 
son, why, because Administration neglected 
or abused its Trust, the Representatives of the 
People should imitate so pernicious and cri¬ 
minal an Example. It might be asserted 
that the proposed Measure would place the 
Crown in a State of Tutelage: but, the 
Guardianship of a British House of Com¬ 
mons, could not surely be disgraceful to. a 
constitutional Prince. Were Magnificence 
and Retrenchment incompatible? Or was 
200,000/. a Year, which the Bill proposed to 
take from useless State, and to pour into the 
public Purse, so inconsiderable a Saving as 
to be unworthy of Parliamentary Attention ? 
—Towards the Conclusion of his Speech, 
which, I think, did not exceed in Duration, 
sixteen or seventeen Minutes, he enlarged on 
z 2 
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the Nature of the Civil List itself; which, 
he said, was originally granted, not for the 
personal Pleasures or Gratifications of His 
Majesty, but, for public Purposes. Those 
Objects, embracing the Splendor of the 
Throne, lie detailed ; terminating by the Ex¬ 
pression of the extreme Reluctance with 
which, in the awful State of the Empire, con¬ 
vulsed and bleeding on every Side, his faith¬ 
ful Commons, who had voted him the Re¬ 
venue that he enjoyed, now applied to him 
to part with a Portion of it, as a Sacrifice to 
their Necessities. 

Such, as far as I am able to recall it, was 
the Purport of Mr. Pitt’s opening Address 
to Parliament. It impressed, more from the 
Judgment, the Diction, and the calm Solem¬ 
nity of Manner, that pervaded and charac¬ 
terized it from its Commencement to its 
Close, than from the Brilliancy or Superio¬ 
rity of the Matter. While he ardently sup¬ 
ported the Measure, he rather soothed and 
flattered, than wounded the Feelings of the 
King against whom it was in a certain De¬ 
gree directed. He seemed to possess him¬ 
self as much, as though he had pronounced 
the Speech in his own Closet: but, there 
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was no Display of studied or classic Images 
in any Part of it; nothing gaudy, superflu¬ 
ous, or unnecessary. The Statesman, not 
the Student, or the Advocate, or the Candi¬ 
date for popular Applause, characterized it. 
Lord John Townsend, (then Mr. John 
Townsend,) who spoke in an early Stage of 
the Debate, before Mr. Pitt rose ; manifested 
more Talent, and drew his Allusions from 
more cultivated Sources of Information, than 
were exhibited by Pitt; but, he by no means 
made a similar Impression on the Audience. 
As if the Evening of the 26th of February, 
was destined for the opening Display of Par¬ 
liamentary Ability, by Men who have since 
occupied so high a Place in the public Con¬ 
sideration ; the present Earl of Lauderdale, 
then Viscount Maitland, commenced his 
very useful and distinguished Career, only 
about an Hour later than Pitt. Like him, 
Lord Maitland, then a very young Man, 
brought his powerful Resources of Mind, to 
the Aid of Opposition. In a Speech, full of 
Animation, indignant at the fallen State to 
which Ministers, as he asserted, had reduced 
their Sovereign and their Country; he traced 
the whole Calamity up to the Prosecution 
of a War, that he stigmatized with the Epi* 
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thets of mad and ruinous. Nor did he spare 
the House , more than the Administration; 
declaring his Conviction that the Majority 
supported Measures, which only Corruption 
could induce them to approve. He tempered 
nevertheless these Ebullitions of patriotic 
Rage, by Professions of the warmest At¬ 
tachment to the Person, the Virtues, and 
the Glory of the reigning Monarch ; and un¬ 
questionably gave in his first Attempt to ad¬ 
dress Parliament, an Earnest of those En¬ 
dowments, which during near forty Years 
have been exerted in various Ways for the 
public Benefit, either in the House of Com¬ 
mons, or in the House of Peers. 

To return to Pitt.—All Men beheld in him 
at once a future Minister; and the Opposi¬ 
tion, overjoyed at such an Accession of 
Strength, vied with each other in their En¬ 
comiums, as well as in their Predictions of 
his certain Elevation. Burke exclaimed, 
that “ he was not merely a Chip of the old 
“ Block, but, the old Block itself.” Nor 
did Fox do less Justice to the Talents of 
this new Competitor for Power, Popularity, 
and Employment. Having carried him to 
Brookes’s Club, a few Hays afterwards, Pitt 
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was- elected a Member of that Society; 
which then comprehended almost all the 
Men of Rank and great Talents throughout 
the Kingdom, who were engaged in parlia¬ 
mentary Opposition to Ministers. It is a 
Fact, that Pitt remained during several 
Years, a Member of Brookes’s ; but he 
rarely, if ever, appeared there, after he came 
into Office. So nice was his Tact, so deep 
his Penetration, and in so different a Mould 
was he cast from Fox, that even on his first 
Reception in St. James’s-Street, though it 
was of the most flattering Description, he 
was not dazzled nor won by it. On the 
contrary, he held back, 9ud never coalesced 
with that Party, beyond external Appear- 
ances. Fox himself soon perceived the Cold¬ 
ness of his new Ally, for whom Play had 
no Attractions, and who beheld a Faro Table 
without Emotion: though neither he nor 
Burke were probably aware of the profound 
and regulated, but, soaring Ambition,' which 
animated him to aspire, without passing 
through any intermediate Stage, to occupy 
the first Employments of the State. Still 
less could they apprehend or foresee, that 
)ie would, form during the greater Part of 
their future Lives, the principal and insur 
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mountable Bar to their own Attainment, or 
permanent Enjoyment, of Office. 

Mr. Pitt, when he thus rose for the first 
Time, represented the Borough of Appleby 
in Westmoreland, and was indebted for his 
Seat in the House, to Sir James Lowther; 
whose Property and parliamentary Influ¬ 
ence, which, in the Counties of Cumberland 
and Westmoreland were immense, enabled 
him to bring seven or eight Members into 
that Assembly. Sir James was rewarded 
by Mr. Pitt, for this, and for other Services, 
with an English Earldom, little more than 
three Years afterwards. But he eagerly em¬ 
braced the first Occasion which presented 
itself, to obtain a more independent Seat in 
Parliament, and to emancipate himself from 
any Dependance on, or personal Connexion 
with, the Lowther Family. The matrimo¬ 
nial Alliance of Sir James with Lord Bute, 
one of whose Daughters he had married; 
the name of Lowther , which had been ren¬ 
dered unpopular, if not odious, by the mei- 
raorable Contest with the Duke of Portland, 
in the Beginning of the present Reign; and 
even the Character of Sir James Lowther 
himself,: tyrannical, overbearing, violent. 
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and frequently under no Restraint of Tem¬ 
per, or of Reason;—all these combined Mo¬ 
tives impelled Mr. Pitt to seek elsewhere, 
a more independent Title to call himself one 
of the Representatives of the People; parti¬ 
cularly after his Elevation to the Head of 
the Treasury. He was nevertheless com¬ 
pelled to wait for such an Occasion, till the 
Dissolution of Parliament in March, 1784; 
during all which Period he sat for Appleby, 
even when Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
under Lord Shelburne’s Administration, and 
afterwards when first Lord of the Treasury. 
At length, in the Spring of 1784, his minis¬ 
terial Weight, or, as Junius denominates it, 
“ the Spirit of distributing Prebends and 
“ Bishopricks,” rather than his individual 
Qualities and Interest, enabled him to turn 
out Lord John Townsend, (then Mr. John 
Townsend,) and to place himself at the 
Head of the Poll for the University of Cam¬ 
bridge; an Election, and a Seat, in every 
Sense gratifying to his Feelings. 

It was not, indeed, to the personal Friend¬ 
ship of Sir James Lowther, that he originally 
owed his Entrance into the House of Com¬ 
mons. He was indebted for that Advantage, 
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which conducted him with such Rapidity, 
to the highest Offices of State, principally, if 
not solely, to the late Duke of Rutland, a 
Nobleman of nearly the same Age as Mr. 
Pitt. The early Intimacy which subsisted 
between them at the University of Cam¬ 
bridge, was cemented by the political Ties 
that had formerly united their Fathers, the 
Marquis of Granby, and the Earl of Chat¬ 
ham, during the Reign of George the Se¬ 
cond. As every Circumstance, connected 
with the public Life and Career of such a 
Man as Mr. Pitt, becomes interesting; I 
shall relate from my own personal Know : 
ledge, some Facts not .undeserving of Com¬ 
memoration, upon this Subject. 

Among the Persons who were admitted to 
the Familiarity of the late Duke of Rutland, 
and who had Access to him at almost all 
Hours, about this Time, was a Man of the 
Name of Kirkpatrick, then well known on 
the Turf at Newmarket. Possessing a small 
Property at Penrith, in the County of Cum¬ 
berland, within a few Miles of Lowther 
Hall, he was much protected by Sir James 
Lowther, with whom he maintained a con¬ 
stant and habitual Intercourse. The Duke 
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and Sir James, both, treated him as a Sort 
of Buffoon, who diverted them by his Ec¬ 
centricities ; and he was frequently employ¬ 
ed between them, on private Errands or 
Messages. During the Autumn of the Year 
1780, the Duke dispatched Kirkpatrick from 
his House in Arlington-street, to Sir James 
Lowther, who resided in Charles-street, 
Berkeley-square; with a verbal Request, that 
“ Sir James would do him the Favour, if 
“ possible, to reserve a Seat among his Bo- 
“ roughs, for a Friend of the Duke’s, Mr. 
“ William Pitt, a younger Son of the Earl 
“ of Chatham.”' Kirkpatrick has often re¬ 
lated to me, the Particulars of his Interview 
and Conversation with Sir James Lowther, 
whom he found in the Act of shaving him¬ 
self. “ Well, Kirk,” for so he was always 
denominated; said Sir James/ “ what may 
“ be your Business?” “ I am come from 
“ Arlington-street,” answered he, “ with a 
“ Message to you from the Duke.” “ What 
“ are his Commands?” replied Sir James. 
“ He requests that you will oblige him, by 
“ reserving a Seat for a Friend of his, Mr. 
“ Pitt, Lord Chatham’s Brother, a young 
“ Gentleman of vast Abilities, whom the 
“ Duke wishes to bring into Parliament.” 



348 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1781 . 


“ I wish he had sent sooner to mereturned 
he; “ Is he very anxious about it, Kirk?* 
“ Exceedingly so, you may be assured.* 
“ Then go back to the Duke,” was his 
Reply, “ and tell him that J will see him in 
“ the Course of this Day, and we will talk 
“ the Matter over together.” Kirkpatrick 
carried back the Answer: Sir James Low- 
ther and the Duke of Rutland having met, 
the eventual Consequence of their Interview 
was, that Mr. Pitt came in for Appleby. 
Not, however, at the General Election which 
took place in September, 1780; Mr. William 
Lowther, the present Earl of Lonsdale, 
having succeeded in making his Election for 
Carlisle, as well as for Appleby, vacated 
his Seat for the latter Place, after the Meet¬ 
ing of Parliament, and Mr. Pitt was then 
returned for that Borough. This Event did 
not happen before the Beginning of 1781, 
towards the Close of January, when he took 
the Oaths and his Seat. He remained silent 
about four Weeks, before he rose and pro¬ 
nounced his first Speech. 

Having been brought up, as is universally 
known, to the Profession of the Law, he 
went the Western Circuit, as a Barrister, in 
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the Spring of the Year 1780. But he un¬ 
questionably meditated very early in Life, a 
shorter, and more brilliant, though perhaps 
not a less laborious, Mode of attaining to 
personal and political Elevation. He could 
not be ignorant of the prodigious Powers 
with which Nature had endowed him; which 
Talents, his Father, who must equally have 
perceived them, had cultivated with the 
utmost Care. A Son of the great Earl of 
Chatham, so gifted by Providence, however 
narrow might be his Fortune, yet could not 
experience much Difficulty in procuring 
Entrance into the House of Commons; and 
never was any Juncture more propitious for 
his surmounting all the ordinary Impedi¬ 
ments in the Way to high Employment. In 
1781, Lord North palpably and evidently 
verged towards his Extinction as first Mi¬ 
nister. With him, it was obvious, all his 
Colleagues in the Cabinet must pass away, 
and a new Order of Things would arise. 
America having nearly effected her Eman¬ 
cipation from British Supremacy, Peace, it 
was probable, would follow that Event, at no 
great Distance of Time. The King was in 
a very high Degree unpopular; while Fox 
had become an Object of general Attach- 



350 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1781 . 


ment throughout the Country, in Defiance 
of his Excesses, principally by the steady 
Opposition which he had given to the Ame¬ 
rican War. But, both those Circumstances 
rendered him odious to His Majesty, who 
disliked his political Principles, and repro¬ 
bated his personal Irregularities. Lord 
Rockingham, and the Duke of Portland, 
though mild, virtuous, and respectable In¬ 
dividuals, were only great Names, and 
Heads of a Party. It was impossible for 
the Sovereign, even if he had wished it, to 
call the Duke of Grafton back to Office; 
Lord Bute himself would have been less 
obnoxious to the Country. No Individual 
in either House of Parliament, except Lord 
Shelburne, remained therefore, who could 
rationally aspire to succeed Lord North, 
unless by Violence, and against the King’s 
Inclination. 

Mr. Pitt’s Youth might indeed seem at 
first Sight, an insurmountable Impediment 
to his being placed in a Cabinet Office, 
without first passing through the interme¬ 
diate Stages. But, common Rules and 
Precedents did not apply to him, whose 
hereditary Claims to national Regard, as the 
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living Representative of that great Minister 
who had humbled the House of Bourbon, 
disposed all Men to consider him with 
Predilection. Mr. Fox derived no such 
moral Inheritance from his Father ; whose 
Memory, far from being embalmed in 
the Veneration of the English People, la¬ 
boured on the contrary, under Imputations 
of Peculation the most generally 'diffused. 
There existed therefore, no solid Obstacle to 
Mr. Pitt’s speedy Attainment, even of the 
greatest Ministerial Situations, in the Course 
of a very short Time. And when we con¬ 
template the Range of his Mind, the very 
limited Fortune that he possessed, the Cold¬ 
ness of his Constitution, the Dominion 
which he exercised over his Passions, the 
Expansion of his Intellect, the Splendor of 
his Eloquence, and the immeasurable Am¬ 
bition or Thirst of Power which impelled 
him; we may give him Credit for having, 
almost as soon as he came into Parliament, 
foreseen, anticipated, and confidently calcu¬ 
lated on, his soon reaching the Object of his 
Exertions. 

[March.] Sheridan, on the other Hand, not¬ 
withstanding the Extent and Variety of his En- 
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dowments, which many Persons may perhaps 
consider to have been even superior to those 
of Mr. Pitt himself; did not instantly take 
Possession of the House in the same com¬ 
manding Manner. The Reason was obvious. 
Though Sheridan manifested, from the first 
Time that he presented himself to public 
Notice as a Speaker, the greatest Talents for 
Debate; yet he found many Impediments, 
Prejudices, and Obstacles, to surmount in 
his Progress. His theatrical Connexions, as 
Manager of Drury Lane, exposed him to 
Attacks, which a Man of less Wit, Suavity 
of Disposition, and ascertained Spirit, could 
not have parried. Many Persons thought, 
perhaps very illiberally, that a Member of 
the Legislature should not be the Conductor 
of a public Theatre. At this vulnerable 
Part, Malevolence or Satire directed its 
Blows, before Sheridan was scarcely seated 
in the House. I remember an Instance of 
it which took Place during the Debate of 
the 26 th of February, when Pitt first pre¬ 
sented himself to public Notice. Courtenay, 
one of the two Members for Tamworth, 
who was then Secretary to the Master Ge¬ 
neral of the Ordnance, (Lord Townsend,) 
possessed a very uncommon and eccentric 
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Species of Humour; original, classic, even 
Attic ; allied to, and sustained by Learning; 
inexhaustible, and often irresistible in its 
Effect on the Muscles: but, always coarse, 
frequently licentious, or at least, indecorous ; 
and rarely under ,a becoming Restraint. HiS 
Wit seemed indeed more adapted to a Ta¬ 
vern, or to a convivial Board, than to the 
grave Deliberations of such an Assembly as 
the House of Commons. Scarcely will the 
Fact obtain Belief, yet it is not the less true, 
that Courtenay ventured to cite in the Course 
of one of his Speeches, some of the most ex¬ 
ceptionable Lines in Prior’s “ Paulo Pur- 
“ ganti ,” without being called to Order. 
Ridicule constituted his never failing Arm, 
which he wielded with inconceivable Faci¬ 
lity, though without Grace or Elegance* 
Having directed this Engine against Burke’s 
Bill for the Reduction of the Civil List; 
and held up the Measure to Contempt or 
Derision, under many ingenious Points of 
View, as being equally nugatory, fallacious, 
and unbecoming a great Nation to adopt; 
Sheridan reprehended him for thus intro¬ 
ducing a Style of Debate altogether unbe¬ 
coming the Gravity of a legislative Body, 
convened to deliberate on great national 
VOL. II. 2 A 
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Objects or Interests. No sooner had he 
sat down, than Courtenay, who was not 
easily disconcerted, rising in his Place, ob¬ 
served, that “ the Honorable Gentleman 
“ seemed to be inimical to Mirth and to 
“ Wit, in any House except his oiun .” This 
Allusion, which did not admit of being mis¬ 
understood, and which touched upon She¬ 
ridan’s Histrionic or Dramatic Occupations; 
would probably, in Defiance of his charac¬ 
teristic Equality of Mind, have provoked 
some Reply, perhaps a severe or acrimo¬ 
nious Retort, if the Speaker, apprehensive 
of the Consequence, had not interposed his 
Authority, and interdicted the further Pro¬ 
secution of such Personalities. Pitt after¬ 
wards attempted, with even worse Success 
than Courtenay, to renew a similar Mode of 
Annoyance:—for, it could deserve no other 
Epithet. Sheridan however not only re¬ 
pelled, but repulsed his Antagonist, though 
then seated on the Treasury Bench, in the 
Plenitude of ministerial Power. 

While we are contemplating the Outset in 
Parliament of these two celebrated Men, it 
would be unfair not to recollect that Mr. 
Pitt, when he rose for the first Time, spoke 
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in Reply. Sheridan, who, though he had 
previously risen two or three Times in the 
House, may be said to have commenced his 
Career on the fifth of March, by introducing 
three Motions, respecting “ the Interference 
“ of an armed Force in suppressing the 
“ Riots of June, 1780;” must naturally 
have arranged his Ideas with more Order 
and Precision, than it was possible to do in 
Answer to a preceding Speech. In fact, he 
won his Way by superior Talent, good Hu¬ 
mor, and Argument, which enabled him to 
triumph over every Difficulty. Mr. Pitt 
might be said to descend, as from an Emi¬ 
nence, on the House. Sheridan laboured 
up Hill, with slow, but uniform Pace, sus¬ 
tained altogether by his own prodigious Abi¬ 
lities, admirable Wit, and insuperable Com¬ 
mand of Temper, all which were powerfully 
seconded by Fox’s steady Friendship. His 
Father, though a Man of Genius, could lend 
him no Assistance. Old Sheridan was, on 
the contrary, in such contracted Circum¬ 
stances, as to have been compelled, for 
his Support, some Years after the Period of 
which I am now speaking, to give Lectures, 
at a very low Price, on dramatic Elocution 
or Declamation, at a public Room, in Ger- 
2 a 2 
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rard-street, Soho. Henderson, the celebrated 
Actor, was, I believe, his Co-adjutor in this 
Species of Exhibition. 

No Individual in my Time, Burke himself 
not excepted, owed less to Fortune, or was 
more indebted to Nature, for his vast Repu¬ 
tation and Success, than Sheridan. He did 
not, however, succeed in the Object of his 
Speech, which evidently meant to throw a 
severe, though an indirect Censure, on the 
Sovereign, as well as on the Administration, 
for issuing those Orders which had rescued 
London from the last Effects of Violence and 
Outrage. With great Severity he inveighed 
against the miserable Police of Westminster, 
as altogether inadequate to the Protection of 
its Inhabitants; and he attempted to crimi¬ 
nate the Ministers for not having come down 
to the House, and demanded a Bill of In¬ 
demnity for their Conduct, in calling to their 
Assistance the military Force. Throughout 
his whole Address to Parliament on this Oc¬ 
casion, he was temperate, measured, argu¬ 
mentative, and impressive: but, unlike his 
general Style of Declamation, he neither had 
Recourse to Wit, to Ridicule, or Satire, as 
Auxiliaries. Lord North did Justice to the 
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Ability, as Fox did, in animated Language, 
to the Energy and Elegance of Sheridan’s 
Speech, [t was seconded by Colonel Fitz¬ 
patrick, who treated the Mobs of June, 1780, 
as a contemptible Assemblage of unarmed 
and undisciplined Rabble, only rendered 
formidable by the pusillanimous or crimi¬ 
nal Inactivity of the civil Magistrates. The 
Riots themselves, which he had been per¬ 
sonally called on to quell, he denominated 
a “ Guerre des Pots de Chambre,” in which 
a Soldier could only find Subject of Mortifi¬ 
cation : adding, that to suppose the military 
Power capable of overturning the Constitu¬ 
tion, at the Order of the Sovereign, was a 
Libel on the Profession. The first Minister, 
in his Reply, observed, that while protecting 
the Persons, and securing the Property of His 
Majesty’s Subjects, attacked by a lawless, 
fanatical, or infuriated Populace, he felt no 
Dread of a Prosecution. Whenever any 
such legal Attack should be made on him, 
for having authorized the Troops to act 
against the Rioters, it would be Time enough 
to apply to Parliament on the Business. 
Meanwhile he disdained either to demand, 
or to accept, Indemnity for an Act, which, 
he was conscious, merited the highest Com- 
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inendation. The House rejected, by a Majo¬ 
rity of seventy-seven Votes, the only one of 
Sheridan’s three Motions that he ventured 
to submit to a Division. It may indeed 
justly excite some Astonishment, that any 
Body of Men should attempt to call into 
Question, the Rectitude and Propriety of a 
Measure, only applied at the last Extremity, 
in order to rescue the Capital from inevitable 
Conflagration, and public Credit from total 
Subversion. But, never were the Powers of 
Government fallen into such Debility, as to¬ 
wards the Close of the American War. Nor 
ever did Opposition venture to treat Pitt, or 
Addington, or Perceval, with the contume¬ 
lious Personality, which Fox and Burke 
used toward Lord North, on a Variety of 
Occasions. 

That Minister, though supported by a 
Parliament newly elected, yet was by no 
means Master of its Deliberations. He re¬ 
tained, indeed, a Majority, which might be 
esteemed considerable; but, it was neverthe¬ 
less fluctuating, precarious, and destitute of 
Confidence in their Leader. The Minority, 
on the contrary, who augmented, every 
Month, in Numbers and Animation, con- 
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sidered the Termination of the American 
War, as the Term of the Existence of the 
Administration ; and they already predicted, 
as well as anticipated with Certainty, the 
ill Success of Lord Cornwallis’s Expedition 
against the Southern Provinces. Notwith¬ 
standing, indeed, some faint Gleams of Hope 
and of Success, which appeared in the Spring 
of 1781; few, except , the most sanguine, 
continued to expect the Reduction of Ame¬ 
rica to Obedience, by the British Arms. 
Emboldened by the disastrous. State of 
foreign Affairs, and availing themselves of 
the Unpopularity of the Ministry, the Op¬ 
position attacked in the severest Terms, 
Lord North’s financial Measures. The Loan 
which he had recently negotiated, having- 
risen suddenly to a prodigious Prsemium, 
became a Subject of bitter Invective, as pro¬ 
fuse, improvident, and constituting a syste¬ 
matic Engine of Parliamentary Corruption. 
Arid though it was maintained by a Majority 
of more than fifty Votes; yet the Impression 
ultimately produced by Opposition, both 
in, and out of the .House, announced an ap¬ 
proaching Crisis, however it might still be 
snspended or protracted by a Variety of 
Events. 
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[7th-13th March]. During more than six¬ 
teen Months that I sate in Parliament under 
Lord North’s Administration, I recollect in¬ 
deed no Attack so personally painful and in¬ 
vidious made on him, as the Enquiry insti¬ 
tuted relative to the Loan of twelve Millions 
which he borrowed at this Time. All the other 
Charges or Accusations brought forward, 
regarded the Minister. The present Discus¬ 
sion was levelled at the Individual. Fox main¬ 
tained, not only that the Terms of the Loan 
were in themselves culpably extravagant on 
the Part of the first Lord of the Treasury; 
but, he roundly asserted, many Times, while 
addressing the House, that some Hundred 
Thousand Pounds, arising from the Profit 
on the Sum borrowed, were distributed in 
that Assembly. It was by such corrupt 
Means, he added, that a Majority was ob¬ 
tained upon every Question ; and from such 
Sources, that the recent Expences incurred 
by .Gentlemen at the late general Election, 
were to be defrayed. George Byng, Mem¬ 
ber for Middlesex, a Man of very honora¬ 
ble Character and upright Intentions ; but, 
of an ardent Temper, very limited Talents, 
and devoted to the Rockingham Party; re¬ 
iterated Fox’s Allegations in still more 
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pointed Language. “ I believe, from my 
“ Soul,” exclaimed he, “ that six Hundred 
“Thousand Pounds have been distributed 
“ among the Members of this Assembly;—I 
“ mean, to those who uniformly support all 
“ the Ministerial Measures!” Another lead¬ 
ing Individual on (he Opposition Bench, Sir 
Philip Jennings Clerke, assured the House 
that he was credibly informed, Mr. Atkin¬ 
son, a Contractor well known beyond Tem¬ 
ple Bar, Partner in the commercial House 
of Muir, had received for his own Share, no 
less than Three Millions, three Hundred 
Thousand Pounds of the Loan. Hussey, 
Member for Salisbury, who, though a dull 
Debater, destitute of all the Graces of Elo¬ 
cution, tedious, and labouring under Impedi¬ 
ments of Enunciation, yet thoroughly under¬ 
stood all financial Questions, and never at¬ 
tempted to speak upon any other Subjects; 
—Hussey, by a long, laboured Calculation, 
endeavoured Arithmetically to demonstrate, 
that the Principles on which the Bargain 
had been concluded, were radically vicious, 
as well as ruinous to the Public. Sir 
George Savile, whose high Character and 
large Property secured him always a favor¬ 
able Hearing, called on the House not to 
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sanction or to ratify so censurable a Mea¬ 
sure of Finance. 


Burke, after repeating* the vague Asser¬ 
tions made by Fox and Byng, of the Sums 
swallowed up among Members of Parlia¬ 
ment, who, he said, were gorged with 
Places, Pensions, and pecuniary Gratifica¬ 
tions ; proceeded to draw an eloquent Com¬ 
parison between Lord North and Necker. 
“ The former Minister,” continued he, “ has 
“ in Fact augmented the Capital Debt of 
“ the Country at this Time, by twenty-one 
“ Millions of Stock; while Mr. Necker lias 
“ only added about five Millions Sterling, 
“ by his late Loan, to the public Debt of 
“ France. The noble Lord lays on new 
“ Taxes to pay the Interest of his Loan. Not 
“ so the French Financier. He contrives 
“ by Reductions and Economy, to find the 
“ Interest, without imposing new Burthens 
“ on the People. Necker borrows on Lives. 
“•Our Minister, on Perpetuities. Louis the 
ft Sixteenth’s Superintendant of the Fi- 
“ nances, has moreover ten Millions Sterling 
“ in Reserve for the Exigencies of the ap- 
“ proaching Year. But, where are our Re- 
“ sources for future Years ?”——Then ab- 
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ruptly interrupting the Thread of his own 
Comparison, “ Oh! happy France,” ex¬ 
claimed he, “ blest in her Minister! Unfor- 
“ tunate England in her Financier! The Dif- 
“ ference between the two Countries, arises 
“ solely from the Corruption of Parliament.” 
Mixing nevertheless, as he usually did, Rail¬ 
lery and Humour with Severity, he con¬ 
vulsed the House, and shook Lord North’s 
Sides with Laughter, by comparing the thin, 
lean Member of Parliament, on his first com¬ 
ing into the House, to the Vulpercula or 
Weazel of iEsop, who afterwards becomes 
so large and sleek, as to be unable to effect 
his Retreat. Then stroking his own Stomach, 
he contrasted it with Lord North's 

ft Fair round Belly, with good Capon lined,” 

to the inexpressible Entertainment of his 
Audience, though perhaps it may bethought, 
at the Expence of their Senatorial Character 
and Dignity.. Mr. Byng, who throughout 
this whole Enquiry, performed an active 
Part, and by his indefatigable Exertions to 
discover the real Holders of the new Loan, 
rendered himself not only conspicuous, but, 
important; concluded a very impassioned 
and criminating Speech, by making three 
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Motions. The first, that a List of all the 
Subscribers to the new Loan, should be laid 
before the House. The second, for a cor¬ 
rect List of all the Individuals who had of¬ 
fered to subscribe, but, were rejected. The 
last, (of a Nature probably without Prece¬ 
dent in the Journals of Parliament,) de¬ 
manded Copies of all the Letters, Notes, and 
other Applications which had been addres¬ 
sed, not only to the first Lord of the Trea¬ 
sury ; but, to any of the Lords Commis¬ 
sioners of that Board, to the Secretaries, or 
to any other Person by whom Applications 
for a Part of the Loan, had been transmitted 
to Lord North. With these Evidences before 
him, Mr. Byng undertook to prove the Mi¬ 
nister’s Guilt. In Order to enforce Com¬ 
pliance with so extraordinary a Demand, he 
joined Menaces that the People of England, 
worn out by Oppression, would bear no 
more Burthens ; and that the Day of Retri¬ 
bution which impended, would infallibly 
take Place sooner than was expected. 

The first Minister, thus assailed from so 
many Quarters, and by such powerful Op¬ 
ponents, did not on that Account abandon 
himself. Calm, collected, conscious of his 
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own Rectitude, though surrounded by Dif¬ 
ficulties that accumulated from Day to Day, 
he made a masterly Defence of the Loan 
that he had just negotiated. While he ad¬ 
mitted, and regretted, that the Terms might 
have been more advantageous to the Public, 
leaving still a moderate Profit to the Con¬ 
tractors ; he denied that the slightest Par¬ 
tiality had been used in apportioning the 
Sums respectively allotted to each Bidder. 
He disproved the Story of Atkinson’s re¬ 
ceiving so monstrous a Portion of the Loan; 
and justified the Admission of Members of 
Parliament who were Men of Property, to 
become, like other opulent Individuals, 
Subscribers to it. In Conclusion he made 
no Objection to producing the List of Sub¬ 
scribers demanded by Opposition: but, to 
the second and third Motions he gave a de¬ 
cided Negative. “ The Honorable Mem- 
“ ber for Middlesex,” said he, “ after accus- 
“ ing me of Partiality, makes rather a sin- 
“ gular Requisition; ‘ Deliver up to me the 
“ Keys of your Scrutoire. Allow me to 
“ empty all your Drawers, to inspect your 
“ most secret Papers, and to peruse every 
“ Letter that I can find. When this is done, 
“ and [ am become possessed of all the In- 
“ formation that they furnish, then I will 
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“ proceed to examine whether or not f can 
“ produce any Charge against you.’ So ex- 
“ traordinarv a Proposition I cannot doubt, 
“ will never receive the Sanction of this 
“ Assembly.” These Arguments, however 
strong or convincing they may perhaps ap¬ 
pear to us after the Lapse of near forty 
Years, produced no Impression on the Mi¬ 
nority of that Day. From a Variety of 
Quarters Lord North was overwhelmed with 
Reproaches, Threats, and Reclamations. 
Byng denied his Right to withhold the 
Keys of his Bureau, which, as he asserted, 
belonged to the Public; the first Lord of 
the Treasury being a great national Ac- 
comptant. Fox loaded him with Charges 
of corrupting Parliament, while he withheld 
the only effectual Means of proving his Cul¬ 
pability, and demonstrating his Guilt. On 
the Members who supported so criminal 
a Minister, Charles was, if possible, even 
more severe. “ They.begin,” said he, “by 
“ taking the Money out of the Pockets of 
“ the People, in Order to put it into their 
“ own; and they finish, by making bad 
“ Loans for the Public, to the End that they 
“ may arrange good Terms for themselves.” 

When the List of Subscribers to the Loan 
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was. produced, though the greater Number 
of the Names of Members of the House who 
were Holders of Scrip, still remained in 
Concealment, their respective Shares being 
ostensibly vested in other Hands; yet many 
appeared in the Catalogue. Even two Peers, 
one of whom was a Lord of the Bed-chamber 
and an Earl, were down for 10,000/. each. 
But, no Individual possessing a Seat in the 
House of Commons, whose Name was there 
registered, ventured to justify it on his Legs 
in a manly Manner, except Mr. Courtenay, 
who stood for the Sum of 10,000/. George 
Byng having asserted in the Course of his 
Speech, that “ those Members of Parlia- 
“ ment who avowedly appeared on the List, 
“ were infinitely more honest and upright 
“ than the Men who skulked in the dark 
Courtenay took Notice of this Observation. 
“ As I have the Honour, Mr. Speaker,” 
said he, “ to come from a Country, where 
“ weak Nerves and a false Modesty are not 
“ characteristic Maladies, my Name stands 
“ conspicuous on the Roll. And I can as- 
“ sure the Honorable Gentleman that the 
“ only Concern I feel on the Occasion, 
“ is on Account of the small Sum against 
“ which my Name is placed.” There were 
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individual Members of the lower House, not 
Bankers by Profession, who stood separately 
on the List, for 50 , 000 /. ; seven, for 70 , 000 /. 
each ; and one Instance of 100,000/. 

Mr. Thomas Townsend expended his pa¬ 
triotic Rage on Atkinson, whom he termed 
a universal Contractor, fit for every Service; 
and who would probably soon be seated by 
the noble Lord’s Side, on the Treasury 
Bench, among his firmest Coadjutors. This 
Circumstance did in Fact take Place to a 
certain Degree, about three Years after¬ 
wards, in 1784 , when Pitt was become first 
Minister, and Mr. Townsend, (raised to the 
Peerage, by the Title of Lord Sydney,) filled 
the Post of Secretary of State. Atkinson 
was then seen almost daily on the Treasury 
Bench. So little can Politicians foresee the 
Changes produced by Time, Ambition, and 

the Mutability of human Affairs!-After 

a stormy Debate, protracted to a late Hour, 
Byng’s second Motion was only negatived by 
a slender Majority of tliirty-one Votes. On 
so precarious a Basis did Lord North’s 
Power repose, even in the first Session of a 
new Parliament! The Attendance was not 
however very numerous upon either Side; 
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Opposition mustering only 106 on that Night, 
while Government found 137 Supporters. 

[14th—26th March.] The List of Sub¬ 
scribers to the new Loan having been laid 
on the Table of the House, Opposition, em¬ 
boldened by their last Division, made an¬ 
other desperate Attack on the ministerial 
Trenches; hoping that even if they could 
not carry them by Storm, they might suc¬ 
ceed in vilifying and degrading the first Mi¬ 
nister himself personally, in the Estimation 
of Parliament and of the Country. It proved 
indeed one of the most humiliating and pain¬ 
ful Days to Lord North, that took Place 
during the Course of his long Administra¬ 
tion. Sir George Savile, selected for the 
Occasion, though labouring under evident 
Indisposition, and just risen from a sick 
Bed, opened the Discussion in the invidious 
Character of an Accuser. His Speech con¬ 
cluded by a Motion “ to appoint a select 
“ Committee for enquiring into the Facts 
“ connected with the late Loan, and to re- 
“ port on them to the House.’’ But, though 
the Distinction of thus commencing the De¬ 
bate was delegated to Sir George, the Task 
of proving his Assertions, and embodying, as 

VOL. II. 2 B 
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well as identifying his Accusations, rested 
with Mr. Byng, who performed on that Oc¬ 
casion the Part of an Inquisitor of State. 
Holding the List of Subscribers in his Hand, 
he undertook to demonstrate that the Paper 
itself was altogether a Piece of ministe¬ 
rial Deception, calculated, under fictitious 
Names, to conceal the Members of both 
Houses, who did not dare to avow the Share 
respectively allotted to them in this most 
iniquitous Loan. With considerable Ability, 
prodigious Labour, and minute Investiga¬ 
tion, he endeavoured to lay open to general 
View, and to expose to general Condemna¬ 
tion, the secret Machinery by which Robin¬ 
son and Brummell moved the great State 
Machine, denominated Parliament; and the 
Puppets, as he termed them, commonly call¬ 
ed Representatives. He even ventured to ap¬ 
peal across the House, to Mr. Henry Drum¬ 
mond, one of the most eminent Bankers of 
that Period, for the Accuracy of the Names 
of Clerks employed in his Service, who os¬ 
tensibly held Subscriptions to the Amount 
of near four hundred and forty thousand 
Pounds, in the Loan. Drummond, who 
sate behind the first Lord of the Treasury,, 
nodded Assent, as Byng severally recapitu- 
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lated them; while Lord North, compelled 
to remain a passive Witness and Spectator 
of this Disclosure before a crowded House 
of Commons, did not exhibit the dignified 
Aspect or Attitude befitting his high Station. 
I never saw him apparently less at his Ease; 
not even in the Session of 1782, after the 
Intelligence of Lord Cornwallis’s Surrender 
at York Town, or during the last Days that 
he remained in Office. 

Not that he wanted Defenders of consum¬ 
mate Ability, who undertook to justify the 
Transaction, at the Head of whom must be 
placed the Lord Advocate. Aware that the 
Occasion demanded all his Talents, and 
ever ready to throw himself into the Front 
Ranks when the Emergency called for it, 
Dundas seemed to collect all his Powers 
on that Day. Divested of those fastidious 
Scruples to which Men of more susceptible 
Organization are liable, he boldly avowed or 
admitted the Selection made by the first Mi¬ 
nister; which required, he said, no Apology 
whatever, either to the House, or to the 
Country. After pointing out the Integrity 
and Incorruptibility of his noble Friend, as 
a‘Fact universally conceded, he demanded, 
,2 b 2 
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on what Principle, Members of either House 
of Parliament were to be excluded from sub¬ 
scribing on the present Occasion; or why, 
cateris paribus, Friends should not be pre¬ 
ferred to Enemies? The Concealment of 
their Names, he observed, proved only the 
Weakness of their Nerves, not the Impro¬ 
priety of the Act itself. Referring to the 
established Precedents of past Periods of 
Time, he maintained that such had been the 
invariable Usage under all Administrations; 
and concluded a bold, able, unembarrassed 
Harangue, delivered in a Tone and Manner 
calculated to give it the fullest Effect, by 
deprecating all Interference of the House, as 
equally unwise, and pernicious in its Opera¬ 
tion. Fox rising as Dundas sate down, dis¬ 
played on that Evening, the vast Extent of 
his Talents, while he dissected with admir¬ 
able Perspicuity, the Loan under Discus¬ 
sion; which he endeavoured to demonstrate, 
was at once profuse, corrupt, and ruinous to 
the Nation. He denied the Insinuation, (as it 
might be termed, rather than the Assertion,) 
of the Lord Advocate, in maintaining that 
former Ministers had manifested a similar 
Partiality, or had negotiated Loans on simi¬ 
lar Principles: making only one Exception, 
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namely, that of Lord Bute in 1762, which 
financial Measure he loaded with the severest 
Epithets. On Lord North he exhausted his 
Invectives, as “ a Minister highly criminal 
“ for grossly deceiving, and fraudulently im- 1 
“ posing on Parliament; whose Baseness in 
“ concealing the real Terms on which he had 
“ just borrowed twelve Millions, could only 
“ be surpassed by his Guilt in concluding 
“ them.” 

The first Minister repelled these Accu¬ 
sations with Temper; explained every Part 
of the Proceedings which had attended his 
Negotiation with the Contractors for the 
Loan; denied that either Profusion or Cor¬ 
ruption could be attributed to him; and 
finally threw himself on the Candor, good 
Sense, and Honor of the House, to main¬ 
tain inviolate the Bargain. Towards one 
o’Clock in the Morning, a Division took 
Place. The Attendance was full, above 370 
Members being present ; of which Number, 
Opposition had 163, while Government was 
supported by 209, It was nevertheless ^ 
Triumph dearly won, because the Minority 
carried with them public Opinion, which 
was generally adverse to the Terms of the 
Loan. Yet we have witnessed under Mr. 
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Pitt’s Administration, during the Course of 
the revolutionary War, in 1795, as well as in 
other Years, Loans, where the Praemium has 
risen to nine, and even to ten per Cent, im¬ 
mediately after the Conclusion of the Bar¬ 
gain, without any Imputations of Improvi¬ 
dence or of Corruption being thrown upon 
the first Minister on that Account. But, 
the Misfortunes and the Unpopularity of the 
American War had reached such a Point in 
1781, as to incapacitate Lord North from 
prosecuting it, without having Recourse to 
Expedients, from the Necessity of adopting 
which Mr. Pitt was exempted. He carried 
the Nation with him, when contending 
against Robespierre and Bonaparte. Lord 
North’s only Support lay in the Crown. No 
Prince indeed, of a less firm and tenacious 
Character than George the Third, could 
have sustained him in Office during the last 
four Years that he occupied the Post of first 
Lord of the Treasury, amidst accumulating 
Difficulties, Humiliations, and Disasters, 
from 1778 down to 1782. His Predecessor 
yielded to far inferior Symptoms of public 
Dissatisfaction, and to far inferior national 
Calamities, when, in 1757, he reluctantly 
called to his Councils, a Man distasteful to 
him, but, forced into Power by the universal 
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Voice, of the Country. If Fox had stood 
as high in general Estimation as the first 
Mr. Pitt, he would have been carried into 
the Closet on the Shoulders of the People: 
but, his personal Irregularities and Excesses 
balanced his parliamentary Talents, and pro¬ 
longed Lord North’s Administration. 

While the Opposition endeavoured to de¬ 
grade, if they could not overturn the first 
Minister, by criminating his financial Mea¬ 
sures ; two simultaneous Efforts.were made, 
with a View to weaken his Strength, and to 
diminish his Numbers within the Walls of 
the House. Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, a 
Man of unquestionable Integrity, but, not 
endowed with superior Parts, introduced a 
Bill for the Exclusion of Contractors from 
sitting in Parliament: while on the same 
Day, Mr. Crewe, then Representative for 
the County of Chester, (since raised to the 
Peerage by Fox, in 1806,) moved the second 
Reading of a Bill, to restrain Revenue Offi¬ 
cers from voting at Elections of Members to 
serve in that House. Both Motions were 
negatived: but, not by similar Majorities. 
The first failed of Success only by tiventy 
Votes, the Numbers being 100, and 120, re- 
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spectively, after a Debate of considerable 
Length: but, the Attempt to deprive Reve¬ 
nue Officers of their elective Franchise, was 
rejected by forty-seven , without giving Rise 
to any long or animated Discussion. Mi¬ 
nisters divided 133 on the Question; Mr. 
Crewe had only 86 Votes. Sir Philip 
Clerke’s Blow was levelled at the Elected. 
Mr. Crewe directed his Aim at the Electors . 
In the ensuing Session, when the Marquis 
of Rockingham had attained to the Head of 
the Treasury, the two Experiments were re¬ 
newed with very different Results. 

I cannot too often repeat, while dwelling 
on this Period of our History, that no Vir¬ 
tues of the Sovereign, however, eminent, and 
no Ability of Administration, however re¬ 
cognized, could stem the Unpopularity of 
the American War. With the two Excep¬ 
tions of Johnson and of Gibbon, the former 
of whom defended in Print, the Measures of 
Government, in the Beginning of the Contest; 
and the latter, after drawing up the Mani¬ 
festo issued against Spain in 1779, voted, as 
a Member of the House of Commons, in 
Support of Lord North, throughout the 
whole Progress of Hostilities; all the emi- 
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nent or shining Talents of the Country, led 
on by Burke, were marshalled in Support of 
the Colonies. The Aid of Poetry alone 
seemed wanting to compleat the Delusion ; 
or at least, the Impression. Let us see how 
the admired Author of the “ Heroic Epistle 
to Sir William Chambers,” expresses himself 
on this Subject. After describing, inVerses 
of admirable Beauty, the pretended Corrup¬ 
tion of the House of Commons under Lord 
North’s Administration, he declares that it 
will augment in Enormity and Profligacy, 

“ ’Till mock’d aud jaded with the Puppet Play, 

Old England’s Genius turns with Scorn away ; 
Ascends his sacred Bark, the Sails unfurl’d, 

And steers his State to the wide Western World. 
High on the Helm majestic Freedom stands. 

In Act of cold Contempt she waves her Hands: 
Take, Slaves, she cries, the Realms that I disown, 
Renounce your Birth Right, and destroy my Throne!” 

Who, on reading these Lines, would not 
think them composed for James the Second 
and his Lord Chancellor Jefferies, rather 
than for George the Third and Lord North! 
Just at this time, the Marriage of Lord Al- 
thorpe, (the present Earl Spencer,) with 
Miss Lavinia Bingham, took Place; an 
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Event which I only mention incidentally, as 
it gave Birth to one of the most beautiful 
lyric Productions in the English Language. 
Mr. Jones, better known afterwards as Sir 
William Jones, emulating at once the Fame 
of Milton and of Gray, in “ The Muse re¬ 
called,” reminded us of some of the most 
touching Passages of “ Lycidas,” and of 
“ The Bard.” He, too, lent his powerful 
Assistance to the Cause of Rebellion. Like 
Goldsmith , who, ten Years earlier, errone¬ 
ously assumed in his “ Deserted Village,” 
as the Basis of his Poem, that Population 
and rural Happiness were abandoning Eng¬ 
land ; Jones carried his Assumption in our 
Disfavor, to a still greater Length. Juve¬ 
nal, though he wrote under Domitian, only 
asserts that female Modesty and Justice 
withdrew from Earth to Heaven, after the" 
Extinction of Saturn’s Reign: 

“ Paulatim deinde ad Superos Astraea recessit, 

Hac Comite, atque duae pariter fugere Sorores.” 

But, Jones, after lamenting that “ Freedom 
“ and Concord repudiate the Sons of Al- 
“ bion,” carries off all the Virtues from this 
degenerate Island: 
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“ Truth, Justice, Reason, Valour, with them fly, 

To seek a purer Soil, a more congenial Sky.” 

And to what Country did they direct 
their Flight? Impelled by the Prejudice 
which then prevailed, and borne on the 
Wings of poetic Fiction, as well as of Party 
Violence, he transports these Virtues to the 
Chesapeake, and the Delaware: 

“ Beyond the vast Atlantic Deep, 

A Dome by viewless Genii shall be rais’d, 

The Walls of Adamant, compact and steep, 

The Portals with sky-tinctured Gems emblaz’d. 

There on a lofty Throne shall Virtue stand : 

To her the Youth of Delaware shall kneel; 

And when her Smiles rain Plenty o’er the Land, 
Bow, Tyrants, bow beneath th’ avenging Steel!” 

Here, in a fine Frenzy of Inspiration, he 
seems to behold as in a Vision, the modern 
Washington, and the Congress met, after 
successfully throwing off all Subjection to 
Great Britain. George the Third is pretty 
clearly designated in the last Line, apostro¬ 
phizing Tyrants. It was not, however, Civil 
Liberty, but Independence on the Mother 
Country; it was not Freedom, but Eman¬ 
cipation from the parent Stock, that Ame¬ 
rica emulated to attain by Arms. She might 



380 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1781 . 


have been admitted to participate in the 
Blessings of our free Constitution; but she 
must then have paid her pecuniary Debts to 
British Subjects, all which became liquidat¬ 
ed in the Crucible of Insurrection. Burke, 
within ten Years after the Conclusion of the 
American War, found out his Error, when 
he beheld the French Revolution spring 
from the Ashes of Hancock and Adams. 
He then endeavoured, as he said, “ to trim 
“ the Boat at the other End.” Mr. Fox 
never could discover any thing wrong, either 
in the one, or in the other Revolution. We 
have lived to behold the virtuous American 
Government, within thirty Years from the 
Period of their Emancipation, voluntarily 
become the Accomplices and Allies of the 
most sanguinary, flagitious, and obdurate 
Tyrant, who ever appeared among Men. 
We have seen this virtuous People yoke 
themselves to his Car, when he was setting 
out for Moscow in 1812 , in Opposition to 
the united Struggles of all Europe for Deli¬ 
verance; thus endeavouring, as far as their 
Power extended, to cement by our Des¬ 
truction, his detestable Empire. Madison, 
unlike Thrasybulus or Brutus, only aspired 
to uphold and perpetuate the Dominion of 
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his Corsican Master. It will demand Ages 
to wipe out the Stain of such national Tur¬ 
pitude, from the American Annals. But, 
under Lord North’s Administration, the 
Insurgents beyond the Atlantic, were gene¬ 
rally seen through the most partial and fa¬ 
vorable Medium: while Philip the Second, 
in his Attempt to extinguish all the Rights 
of human Nature among his Subjects in the 
Netherlands, was hardly stigmatized with 
severer Epithets, than the Opposition ap¬ 
plied to the King of Great Britain. 

The Consideration of East India Affairs, 
which formed one of the most important 
Objects of the Session, engrossed universal 
Attention. As early as February, a Select 
Committee having been appointed, ostensibly 
for the exclusive Purpose of reporting on 
the State and Abuses of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature in Bengal, General Richard 
Smith was placed at their Head, as Chair¬ 
man. His local Knowledge of India, seem¬ 
ed to qualify him in some Measure for the 
Situation. He had acquired a large For¬ 
tune, while in that Part of the World; but, 
which, he was supposed to have squandered 
since his Return. Though destitute of the 
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Advantages of Education, he did not by 
any means want Parts; and lie displayed 
some Talent in addressing the House. But, 
as the Committee allowed themselves to be¬ 
come subservient to the Purposes of Party, 
and particularly to be made the Instrument 
of personal Enmities or Resentments, they 
soon degenerated into an Engine of private 
Attack, and of individual Persecution. 

The Opposition, as if exhausted by the 
ineffectual and reiterated Efforts made in 
the lower House of Parliament, during the 
Month of March, with the Hope of over¬ 
turning the Administration, allowed the first 
Minister to enjoy a Degree of comparative 
Repose throughout the whole of April. But, 
Intelligence of Hyder Ally’s Invasion of the 
Carnatic, followed by the Defeat of the 
British Forces under Fletcher and Baillie, 
which reached London precisely about that 
Time, spread universal Consternation. In 
order fully to appreciate the Extent of the 
Calamity, and its Operation on the public 
Mind, we must recollect the State of the 
British Empire, at the Period under our Re¬ 
view. The Fabrick seemed to be every¬ 
where collapsing by its own Weight, or 
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yielding to external Attack. In the Western 
Hemisphere, America might be considered 
as already lost. Many of the Windward 
and Leeward Islands were reduced to the 
Obedience of France; and the Remainder, 
it was thought, must speedily fall. The 
Possession of Jamaica itself appeared inse¬ 
cure. At Home, the public Funds expe¬ 
rienced a progressive Depression; while 
Ireland taking lip Arms, demanded political 
and commercial Freedom, Sword in Hand. 
Cadiz and Brest had been crowded with 
our captured Merchantmen, to whom the 
English Navy no longer afforded its accus¬ 
tomed Protection. Under these Circum¬ 
stances, the Eyes and Hopes of all Men 
were turned towards the East, as the only 
Quarter from which we might expect Relief. 
But, there, a Combination of European and 
Asiatic Enemies, aided by internal Rebel¬ 
lion, and fomented by Discord among the 
Members of the. Supreme Government, 
threatened the Subversion of our Power on 
the, Ganges, no less than on the Coast of 
Coromandel. Hastings quitting Calcutta, 
had repaired to Benares, in order to arrest 
the Progress of Cheyt Sing’s Revolt. At 
Madras, the Government of Rumbold was 
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become odious for Rapacity, and despicable 
from its Incapacity or Pusillanimity. Nor 
must it be forgotten, that we then neither 
possessed the Cape of Good Hope, nor Cey¬ 
lon, nor Guzerat, nor the Island of Mauri¬ 
tius, nor Java, nor the Moluccas. Even 
the Carnatic belonged, not to us, but to our 
Confederate, Mahomed Ally, the Nabob 
of Arcot. With the Mharatta Empire we 
were at War. The rich Countries of My¬ 
sore and of Bidnoor, occupying a central 
Portion of the Peninsula of Hindostan ; ex¬ 
tending through several Degrees of Latitude 
along the Malabar Coast, and intersecting 
all Communication by Land, between the 
two Presidencies of Madras and of Bombay; 
—these Territories, so calculated to annoy 
us, were then subjected to a martial, enter- 
prizing, and active Prince, animated by de¬ 
termined Hostility to the English, assisted 
by French Engineers, and himself habitu¬ 
ated to the European System of Tactics. 
His Cavalry bursting in through the Defiles 
of the Mountains of the Ghauts, overran the 
fertile Plains of the Carnatic and of Tanjore, 
bearing down all Resistance. Madras itself, 
invested by the Enemy, was scarcely pre¬ 
served from falling into Hyder’s Possession; 
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and it must be confessed that the British 
Dominions in Hindostan, shook to their 
Foundation. 

30th April.] Such was the Impression 
produced by this unexpected Event, which 
seemed imperatively to call for Measures of 
Energy, that it gave Rise to the Appoint¬ 
ment of a Secret Committee by Ballot in the 
House of Commons, moved for by the first 
Minister himself. The Lord Advocate of 
Scotland, Mr. Dundas, being constituted 
their Chairman, they were specially charged 
to inquire into the Causes of the War exist¬ 
ing in the Carnatic. Notwithstanding the 
severe Animadversions levelled by the Op¬ 
position, on the Majority of the Names cho¬ 
sen ; several of the Members Were Men of 
equal Ability and Integrity; whose lumin¬ 
ous, as well as laborious Reports, distinctly 
pointed out the Origin, and indicated the 
Remedy, for those Abuses, or Acts of Mal¬ 
administration, which had produced such 
complicated Distress on the Coast of Coro¬ 
mandel. Nor did even the Committee of 
Scrutineers, appointed to examine the Re¬ 
sult of the Ballot, escape some acrimonious 
Remarks on its Composition. Lord North 
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formed one of its Members, and I was'like¬ 
wise among the Number. Mr. Thomas 
Townsend observed, when speaking of it, 
immediately after their Report to the House, 
that “ the noble Lord in the blue Ribband 
“ was uncommonly vociferous in naming his 
“ own Friends, and was likewise, himself, 
“ nominated a Scrutineer; a Circumstance 
“ very extraordinary, if not without Paral- 
“ lei; the Committee of Scrutiny being, he 
“ believed, the first in the Annals of Pavlia- 
“ ment, that ever was honoured with a blue 
“ Ribband upon it.” Unquestionably, Minis¬ 
ters felt great Anxiety relative to the Indi¬ 
viduals who might be elected Members of 
the Secret Committee, and were not without 
strong Apprehensions that the Opposition 
would succeed in forcing' into it, some of 
their own most able or zealous Adherents. 
Mr. Jenkinson, who stood fourth on the:List 
of Persons chosen, was so impatient to learn 
the Result of the Scrutiny, that he wrote to 
me, while we were engaged in the Examina¬ 
tion, to request that I would transmit him 
the Names, as soon as they were ascertained, 
and could be divulged. Hundas obtained 
as many Votes as Jenkinson had, namely, 
160. But, Gregoi'y was placed out of all 
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Competition, at the Head of the Committee; 
he uniting the Suffrages of the ministerial, 
as well as of the Opposition Sides of the 
House, and being elected by 249 Votes. 
Gregory deserved that mark of Parliamen¬ 
tary Preference, he being a very honorable, 
incorrupt, independent Man; simple, or ra¬ 
ther shy and repulsive in his Manners, un¬ 
adorned by any Accomplishments of Mind; 
but, laborious, attentive to Business, and 
possessing very extensive local Information 
on East India Concerns. He was one of the 
two Representatives for the City of Roches¬ 
ter, and a Member of the Court of Directors. 
Fox, in November, 1783, named him a Com¬ 
missioner for the Government of India, in 
his famous Bill. I believe, after the Disso¬ 
lution that took Place in March, 1784, Gre~ 
gory never again obtained a Seat in the 
House of Commons. 

Though strongly attached to Fox and to 
the Party acting with him, Gregory disdained 
to be considered as a devoted Partizan. 1 
well remember, that about the very Time 
now under Discussion, in April, 1781, Burke 
having somewhat rashly pledged, not only his 
own Support to a Measure under Contem- 
2 c 2 
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plation, but, that of Gregory , (whom he de¬ 
nominated “ his worthy Friend;”) the latter 
rising with some Warmth, desired the Honor¬ 
able Member to limit his Pledges to himself. 
“ I stand,” added he, “ connected with no Set 
“ of Men, but, will lend my Support where 
“ I conceive it to be due, always delivering 
“ my Opinion with Freedom ; being as inde- 
“ pendent in my Seat, and in my Principles, 
“ as any Individual within these Walls.” 
Burke, indignant at a Reproof so unexpect¬ 
ed and so mortifying, made a sharp, though a 
short Reply; exclaiming, that “ if the Ho- 
“ norable Member thought proper to re- 
“ nounce any Connexion with him, it gave 
“ him no Concern.” Mr. Orde, who has 
since filled many distinguished public Situa¬ 
tions, and been elevated to the Peerage, 
stood ninth upon the List. To Him , as I 
have always understood, was attributed the 
fifth Report from the Committee of Secrecy; 
one'of the most able, well digested, and im¬ 
portant Documents ever laid upon the Table 
of the House of Commons. With the Re¬ 
serve of Gregory, of Mr. Richard Jackson, 
who was a Friend of the Earl of Shelburne, 
and of Mr. Yorke, then Member for the 
County of Cambridge, now EarL of Hard- 
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wicke, whom even the Opposition admitted 
to be an unexceptionable Person; all the 
remaining Individuals composing the Com¬ 
mittee, were either Men holding Offices 
under Government, or personally connected 
with the Minister. Lord North, in the cri¬ 
tical and perilous Condition of the East 
India Company, unable to obtain from the 
Proprietors, or from the Court of Directors, 
such advantageous pecuniary Terms for the 
Renewal of their Charter, as he thought the 
Nation was authorized to demand ; had re¬ 
course to his ordinary Palliative, Procrasti¬ 
nation. He renewed the Charter for a very 
limited Period, only one Year; and by that 
Measure eventually originated the memora¬ 
ble Bill of Fox, towards the Close of 1783, 
which produced such national Convulsions, 
terminated by the compleat Destruction of 
the “ Coalition Ministry.” 

[8th May.] The Attempts to drive Lord 
North from Office, which had been in some 
Measure relaxed or suspended throughout 
the Month of April, were renewed with aug¬ 
mented Pertinacity in May. But, it was no 
longer against his Measures of Finance, that 
Opposition pointed their Blows. Sir George 
Savile, recovered from his late Indisposition, 
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re-appeared as the Organ of the Party, and 
endeavoured to induce the House to adopt 
anew the memorable Resolution of the 6th 
of April, 1780,; when'it was declared that 
“ the Influence of the Crown has encreased, 
“ is encreasing, and ought to be diminished.” 
He no longer found however the same Apti¬ 
tude to receive those Impressions of Jealousy 
or Apprehension, which had operated on the 
Members of the late House of Commons; 
and after a very long Debate, the Motion 
made by Sir George, to refer the Petition to 
a Committee, was rejected by a Majority of 
seventy-seven Votes. The Attendance nearly 
amounted to 350; Government dividing 212, 
while the Minority were 135. Neither Lord 
North, Lord George Germain, Dundas, nor 
Jenkinson, spoke during that Evening. On 
the other Side, Burke remained silent; nor 
did either Mr. Pitt or Sheridan take any 
Part in it. Yet, a more important or inte¬ 
resting Discussion I scarcely ever witnessed 
during the whole Time that I remained in 
Parliament; nor one, of which, if I were 
able, I should more anxiously wish to trans¬ 
mit some Idea to future Times. The dan¬ 
gerous Doctrine of a Right existing in the 
People, to form Associations , to appoint Com¬ 
mittees, and to nominate Delegates, for the 
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Protection of civil Liberty against the En¬ 
croachments or Abuse of the royal Power; 
a Right, evidently independent of Parlia¬ 
ment, as well as subversive of it;—was fully 
discussed on that Occasion.. Lord Mait¬ 
land, who then rose, 1 believe, for the second 
Time, maintained that the Right not only 
existed in the legal Sense, and was strictly 
conformable to the British Constitution; 
but, under certain Circumstances might be 
highly expedient: adding, that to Associa¬ 
tions of Men combined for a beneficial Pur¬ 
pose, we were indebted for Magna Charta , 
for the Revolution that expelled James the 
Second, and for the Introduction of the 
reigning House of Brunswic. General Bur- 
goyne, after declaring that he had, himself, 
signed the Petition presented on that Day, 
in the Capacity of a Delegate; and inveigh¬ 
ing in Language of uncommon Asperity, 
against the Corruption, or rather, the Prosti¬ 
tution of Parliament at the Feet of Minis¬ 
ters; reverted to his own individual Suffer¬ 
ings in the Line of his Profession. These, he 
detailed with great Animation, asserting that 
“ he was driven unjustly from a Service in 
“ which,he had grown old, by the Machi- 
nations of PQwer.” He then subjoined. 
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“ I am now, from my Time of Life, suffi- 
“ ciently disposed to Inactivity. Yet, should 
“ the Exigencies of the People call me forth 
“ from my present Obscurity, or if the Ne- 
“ cessities of the State should demand the 
“ Assistance of my Arm, I am ready either 
“ to act or to suffer in the public Cause.” 

This Declaration, which seemed more 
fitted to 1642, than to 1781; and which 
Hampden or Pym, when opposing them¬ 
selves to the Levy of Ship Money by Pre¬ 
rogative, might have more appropriately 
made; was, if possible, outdone by Fox. 
In a Speech of unreasonable Length, but, 
of great ALility, he justified the Right in¬ 
herent in himself, and in every Subject, to 
act as Delegates, no less than as Members 
of that Assembly. “ I avow r myself,” said 
he, “ a Delegate; and if J had not acted in 
“ a delegated Capacity, I should not have 
“ applied to this House for Redress. But, 
“ out of Deference to the Opinion of some 
“ Persons with whom I act, and not from 
“ any Doubt of its Regality, I have not 
“ petitioned as a Delegate.” Then having 
panegyrized the Constancy, Incorruptibility, 
and Perseverance of that patriotic Band 
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who stood forth in Parliament, the Cham¬ 
pions of the British People ; that impenetra¬ 
ble Phalanx, who were neither to be ter¬ 
rified, misled, seduced, nor corrupted by 
Ministers ; He added, “ I cannot better ex- 
“ press myself on this Point, than by adopt- 
“ ing and repeating the Words of my honor- 
“ able Friend ; (Burgoyne,) namely, that as 
“ He had devoted his Life and Talents to 
“ the People , so 1 , whenever they call on 
“ me, shall he ready to execute their Com- 
“ viands , as far as my Acquiescence is au- 
“ thorized by the Laws. 1 mean, whenever 
“ any direct and palpable Inroad is made 
“ on those invaluable Blessings secured to 
“ us by our happy Constitution.” However 
guarded and qualified these Expressions 
may appear, it is impossible not to consider 
them as revolutionary; and more suited to 
a Tribune of the Roman Republic, or to an 
Agitator of the Times of Cromwell, than 
to a Member for Westminster, the Subject 
of George the Third. Such, indeed, they 
seemed to many Members of the House of 
Commons, on the Evening when they were 
used. Such, I believe, they were considered 
by Burke, who took no Part in the Debate, 
as he probably would ha.ve done, had he 
thoroughly approved the Principles and Gb- 
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ject of the Petition. JNeither did Pitt rise 
to support Fox and Burgoyne; a Circum¬ 
stance much remarked at the Time. 

Ministers, though they did not, themselves, 
undertake their own Defence, but, trusted to 
the Discernment, Loyalty, and good Sense of 
the Douse, for rejecting the specious Propo¬ 
sitions of Reform submitted to them ; yet by 
no means wanted Advocates to point out the 
insidious and dangerous Spirit of Discontent 
and Insubordination, concealed under the 
Declarations of Fox and Burgoyne. Sir 
Horace Mann protested his Detestation of 
all Associations and Committees, as illegal in 
themselves, and calculated only for Pur¬ 
poses of Intimidation. While he professed 
himself an Enemy to Court Influence, and a 
Friend to Economy ; he reprobated the Spi¬ 
rit of the Petition, and exhorted the House 
to treat it with Contempt. Courtenay em¬ 
ploying, as he always did, the Arms of 
Ridicule, parodied, the Lines of Pope , (when 
speaking of his Grotto,) , which he applied 
to the Leaders of Opposition, with admirable 
Effect. 


“ Their wise JDivan the best Companions grape. 
Chiefs out of War, and Members out of Place. 
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Who fondly mingle in their Hope-fill’d Bowl, 

The Feast of Party, and the Flow of Soul. , 

Ev’n He whose Lightning pierc’d Rebellion’s Lines, 

For Reformation forms their great Designs.” 

The last Couplet, which so pointedly alluded 
to Burgoyne’s American Campaign, con¬ 
trasted with his present Occupations as a 
Delegate; was not less felt by the Audience, 
than Courtenay’s Description of the Roman 
Provocatives to Patriotism, “ Domi, Inopia, 
“ Foi 'is, JEs alienum ,* attracted all Eyes to¬ 
wards Pox. In Language of the utmost 
Simplicity, unaccompanied with any Orna¬ 
ments of Style, but, on that Account more 
impressive; Sir William Dolben, one of the 
Representatives for the University of Ox¬ 
ford, a Man of sound and sober Sense, 
expressed his Disapprobation of, and his to¬ 
tal Dissent from, the Petition before the 
House. Of the asserted Encrease of the 
Influence of the Crown, so as to endanger 
the future Security of public Freedom, he 
declared his Disbelief. Above all, he repro¬ 
bated the Appointment of Associations and 
Delegates, for the Purpose of over-awing and 
controuling the Legislature. He finished by 
observing, that so long as the Constitution 
existed, Redress could only be obtained 
from Parliament; and protested that he 
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would oppose every Institution, however 
plausible it might appear in Theory, which 
tended to set up or to constitute any Power, 
paramount to the Laws and the British Form 
of Government. 

So animated a Declaration, made from 
a Quarter of such Respectability, proved 
of incalculable Advantage to Ministers, who 
thus beheld themselves defended by Wea¬ 
pons far more solid than Eloquence. It 
was indeed with a View to counteract the 
IJffect produced on the House by Sir Wil¬ 
liam Dolben’s Speech, that Fox instantly 
rose, and exerted his gigantic Talents, in 
Order to efface the Impression. The Soli¬ 
citor General, Mansfield, replied to him; 
and alluding to the Profession jointly made 
by Fox and Burgoyne, of their Readiness to 
obey the Call of the People whenever made, 
“ This Language,” observed he, “ either 
“ imports Nothing, or it is strong indeed! 
“ It cannot mean a mere Perseverance in 
“ Parliamentary Opposition. If therefore 
“ it has any Meaning, it must be that they 
“ are ready, without previously deciding on 
" the Motives or the Justice of the Call, to 
“ seek Redress in some undefined Manner , 
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“ not authorized by the Constitution. Both 
“ those honorable Gentlemen are Delegates, 
“ and both have signed the present Petition, 
“ as Individuals. By such an anomalous 
“ Mode of Proceeding, while they affect 
“ to acknowledge the Supremacy of this 
“ House, they in Reality treat Parliament 
“ as a subordinate Power in the State, 
“ while they avow their Readiness to obey 
“ the Summons of the People without Re- 
“ servation.” Neither Pox nor Burgoyne 
made any Reply, nor offered any Explana¬ 
tion relative to the Import of their Expres¬ 
sions : but, Dunning rising when the Soli¬ 
citor General sat down, in a Speech of con¬ 
siderable Length, which displayed all the 
acute legal Sophistry of a most able Prac¬ 
titioner at the Bar, endeavoured to cover his 
Friends, and to justify their Declarations. 
He assumed, as an incontrovertible Princi¬ 
ple, that Associations might not only be legal, 
but, laudable; the Culpability or Merit of 
such Unions of Individuals depending not 
on the Act itself, and being altogether regu¬ 
lated by the Intention. He exemplified the 
Position with uncommon Ingenuity, and 
placed it in numerous, as well as striking 
Points of View; without nevertheless era- 
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sing the Sentiment of Condemnation which 
generally pervaded the Minds of moderate 
and impartial Men, on a full Consideration 
of the Subject. The Division sufficiently 
proved how little Fox could hope to.over¬ 
turn the Administration, by the same Argu¬ 
ments which had produced the memorable 
Vote of the 6th of April, 1780; and he 
therefore directed his Attack on a more as¬ 
sailable Quarter ;—I mean, the Capture and 
Treatment of the Island of St. Eustatius. 

[14th May.] That defenceless Possession 
of the Dutch Commonwealth in the West 
Indies, having fallen into our Hands, as a 
natural Consequence of the War between 
the two States; Sir George Rodney, and 
General Vaughan, the two Commanders by 
Sea and Land, proceeded instantly to make 
a general and indiscriminate Seizure of the 
Property, as well as of the Stores, there ac¬ 
cumulated. In the Execution of this Act, 
many individual Cases of severe Suffering, 
necessarily happened; all which were pre¬ 
sented to the House by Burke, under a 
Splendor of Description, and a Blaze of 
Eloquence, which I have scarcely ever 
know exceeded even by Him. He compared 
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the Conduct of our naval and military Offi¬ 
cers, in thus confiscating private Property, 
to the most savage Outrages of the ferocious 
Leaders of the most barbarous Ages; and 
after laying before his Audience a Picture 
of Oppression on one Hand, contrasted with 
Misery on the other, well calculated to 
awaken Sympathy, while it inspired Indig¬ 
nation ; he concluded by a Motion tending 
to institute an immediate Enquiry into the 
whole Transaction. Lord George Germain, 
in whose Department the Responsibility lay, 
and from whose Office had issued the Or¬ 
ders or Instructions under which Rodney 
and Vaughan had acted ; while he justified 
their Line of Conduct, as not only dictated 
by Wisdom and Policy, but, as sanctioned 
by all the Laws of modern War, and by the 
Code of national Jurisprudence universally 
adopted throughout Europe; yet, strongly 
objected to a Parliamentary Enquiry in the 
first Instance. Dundas, who always threw 
himself into the Breach, whenever the Ene¬ 
my attempted to storm, distinguished him¬ 
self on that Night, by one of the most able 
Speeches which ever fell from his Lips. But, 
the.first Lord of the Treasury sat silent; a 
Circumstance which gave Rise to Surmises, 
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that the Measure had not his cordial Appro¬ 
bation, or that Unanimity did not thoroughly 
pervade the Cabinet. 

Nevertheless, the Division disappointed all 
the Hopes of Opposition; Burke’s Motion 
being negatived by nearly two to one; only 
86 supporting it, while Government had 160 
Votes. I have notwithstanding, always con¬ 
sidered the Proceedings of Rodney and 
Vaughan at St. EuStatius, however necessi¬ 
tated they may have been by the peculiar Cir¬ 
cumstances accompanying the Capture, as 
unfortunate, and to be lamented in a national 
Point of View. Neither the Vote of Approba¬ 
tion in which I concurred on that Night, nor 
my Partiality for Lord George Germain, and 
for Lord Rodney, prevent me from owning 
that the Measure has, on the fullest Consi¬ 
deration, neither my moral, nor my political 
Approval. It did not facilitate the Sub¬ 
jection of America, as was hoped and pre¬ 
dicted from the Treasury Bench. It covered 
our Arms with some Degree of Obloquy, 
as if we had abused the Rights of Conquest* 
to Purposes of Rapine and private Emolu¬ 
ment. To the Captors themselves, the Plun¬ 
der of St. Eustatius produced no Benefit; 
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the Vessels on which was shipped the Pro¬ 
duce of that Emporium, having been inter¬ 
cepted by a Squadron of the Enemy, under 
the Command of La Motte Piquet, on their 
Passage to England, and carried into French 
Ports. Nor did the Evil terminate there:— 
for, I know that the Actions and Suits at 
Law, which were carried on in the Admi¬ 
ralty and other Courts of this Country, on 
the Part of the Individuals who sought Re¬ 
paration for the Injuries and Losses inflicted 
by Rodney’s Orders, embittered the Evening 
of his Life, and pressed heavily on his Fi¬ 
nances. Such were the Results of that Ex¬ 
pedition, from which very different Conse-* 
quences were confidently anticipated. 

[31st May.] Notwithstanding the general 
Admiration which Pitt’s first Speech had 
excited, and the great Expectations formed 
of his Parliamentary Talents, yet he re¬ 
mained silent for more than three Months, 
before he rose a second Time: exhibiting by 
this Act of Restraint and Self-command, the 
Patience, as well as the Judgment, with 
which he knew how to wait for a favorable 
Occasion of presenting himself anew to pub¬ 
lic Notice. Colonel.Barre having attempted 

VOL. ii, % p 
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to induce the House to nominate Commis¬ 
sioners of Accounts, from among their own 
Members, instead of delegating so import¬ 
ant a Function to Individuals chosen, as he 
asserted, by the first Minister; Lord North 
opposed it with his usual Ability, and 
assigned many strong Reasons for adhering 
to the Persons already in Employment. 
Pitt availed himself of this Opportunity to 
confirm the Impression that he had made, 
or rather to augment the Reputation which 
he had previously acquired. With great 
Animation, but, with still greater Dignity 
and Energy, he endeavoured to demonstrate 
that the. House, in permitting Persons not 
taken from among themselves, to perform 
the Office of examining and reporting on the 
national Expenditure; voluntarily surren¬ 
dered their characteristic, most valuable 
Right, that of watching over the public 
Purse. The Power of taking from the Peo¬ 
ple, the odious Power of taxing, they re¬ 
served, as an Instrument for enabling the 
noble Lord in the blue Ribband, to pro¬ 
secute his wild Schemes of Conquest, or of 
Corruption: but, the beneficent Power of 
relieving the Distresses of the Subject, they 
abandoned to others. He treated with De- 
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rision, the Idea of those Commissioners pos¬ 
sessing more Experience than the Members 
of an Assembly, where every Representative 
of the People should be capable of super¬ 
intending, as well as of examining, how the 
Treasure of the State was expended. 

After depicturing with Warmth, the em¬ 
barrassed and degraded Condition of the 
Country, he adverted to the Qualities, the 
Arithmetical Talents, and personal Qualifi¬ 
cations of the Commissioners. Sir Guy 
Carleton, he observed, though an able mili¬ 
tary Officer, might be no Accomptant; and 
of Mr. Pigot he remarked, that though of a 
Profession to which he himself could not he 
supposed inimical , (for, Pitt was then a Bar¬ 
rister,) yet the Law did not necessarily qualify 
Gentlemen for a Commission of that Nature. 
On Lord North he expressed himself with 
great Asperity, as a Minister who had repeat¬ 
edly shifted his Ground; who had violated his 
Pledges given to Parliament; had purposely 
employed the Commissioners in Objects of 
minor Importance, instead of directing them 
to great national Enquiries; and who only 
sought systematically to procrastinate, to 
deceive, or to mislead, as might best suit his 
2 d 2 
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Purposes. He concluded by emphatically 
invoking- and adjuring the House not to 
reject the.Motion of Colonel Barr6, unless 
they were determined to bury their own 
Freedom and Independence in the same 
common Grave with the Power, the Splen¬ 
dor, and the Glory of the Empire. Such 
was nearly, as I think, the Purport of Pitt’s 
second Address to Parliament; made in 
Support of a Member who represented, not 
the Marquis of Rockingham, but, the Earl 
of Shelburne, in that Assembly. It was pro¬ 
nounced before a thin Attendance, scarcely 
above 140; and exceeded in Duration his 
first Speech, by nearly double the Time. Not 
a Word was uttered from the Treasury Bench 
in Answer to it, nor was it supported either 
by Fox or Burke. A Division taking Place 
immediately after Pitt sate down, Govern¬ 
ment divided 98, while the Minority only 
amounted to 42. So firm a hold of Power 
did Lord North still retain, towards the 
Close of the sixth Year since we had been 
engaged in Hostilities with America! 

[12th June.] Towards the Middle of 
June, Fox, strenuously supported by Pitt, 
made an ineffectual Effort for compelling 
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the Administration to abandon the further 
Prosecution of the American War, and to 
conclude Peace with the Colonies. Neither 
the House, nor the Nation, though both 
were weary of the Contest, could however 
be induced to relinquish it, while Lord 
Cornwallis seemed to be advancing with his 
Army, through the Central Provinces,, to¬ 
wards the Chesapeake. Fox’s Motion was 
rejected by a Majority of seventy-three. On 
that Evening nevertheless it began to be pal¬ 
pable, that the Scaffolding on which rested 
Lord North’s Power, after more than six 
Years of severe and almost unremitting At¬ 
tack, gave Indications of an approaching 
Fall. He in Fact tacitly encouraged the As¬ 
sailants, by withdrawing from the Breach, if 
1 may so express myself, at the Moment of 
the Storm:—for, though the Attempt to com¬ 
pel Ministers to conclude Peace with the 
American Colonies, must, if it had been suc¬ 
cessful, probably overturn his own Admi¬ 
nistration, yet he never rose, nor opposed it 
by a single Word. Lord George Germain, 
under those discouraging Circumstances, 
made as able and as eloquent a Defence, as 
the Nature of the Case admitted: but he had 
to struggle against insuperable, and augment¬ 
ing Difficulties. The Country Gentlemen, 
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wearied out by so many unsuccessful Cam¬ 
paigns, exhibited Symptoms of Reluctance 
to continue their Support. One or two made 
their Recantation. Rigby, and the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, who both spoke in 
the Course of the Debate; though they reso¬ 
lutely opposed Fox’s Motion, yet avowed, 
not only that they were disgusted at so 
expensive and protracted a Contest, but, 
implied their Disbelief of its Termination on 
any Terms short of conceding Independence 
to America. One noble Individual only, 
then an Irish Peer, was found sufficiently 
enthusiastic to avow that he considered the 
Struggle as a holy War; a Declaration which 
he made from the Treasury Bench. He was 
indeed, himself, a Member of the Board of 
Treasury. The Avowal attracted, as might 
have been foreseen, the severest Animadver¬ 
sions from the opposite Benches. Mr. Tho¬ 
mas Townsend, with very considerable In¬ 
genuity, drew a Comparison between the 
actual War, and the Crusades undertaken in 
the Ages of Darkness; which Expeditions 
bore, he said, the strongest Similitude. Both 
originated in Folly, or Madness, or Delu¬ 
sion ; and both conducted to Slaughter, or to 
Ruin. - Fox, holding in his Hand the Gazette 
recently published by Government, contain? 
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ing Lord Cornwallis’s Account of bis Vic¬ 
tory just gained over the Americans, in the 
Province of North Carolina; endeavoured to 
deduce even from the British General’s Let¬ 
ter, Proofs of the Impossibility of his subju¬ 
gating the Colonies. Burgoyne, in a Speech 
prepared for the Occasion, detailed his own 
disastrous Campaign through its principal 
Stages, down to the Surrender at Saratoga; 
accused Lord George Germain of having de¬ 
ceived him with Hopes or Promises of Aid 
on the Part of the Loyalists, which had 
never been realized; and concluded by de¬ 
claring that the Loss of America might be 
regarded as inevitable. 

But, the Feature of the Debate, which 
rendered it peculiarly prominent and inter¬ 
esting in the Annals of Parliament, was the 
third Appearance of Mr. .Pitt on the Floor 
of the House, and the Part taken by him in 
the Discussion. It would seem that he had 
not intended to rise, nor meditated to speak 
on the Question under Consideration, if the 
Allusions made to his Father, had not in 
some Measure compelled him to break Si¬ 
lence. Mr. Rigby, in the Course of his 
Speech, having asserted that the late Earl 
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of Chatham, though he denied the Right of 
Great Britain to tax the Colonies for the 
Purpose of raising a Revenue, yet main¬ 
tained the Right of the Parent Country to 
make financial or commercial Regulations , 
and to establish Port Duties or Customs on 
every Article sent to America; Pitt at¬ 
tempted to justify and to explain that Line 
of Opinion, attributed to his noble Relation. 
While he admitted that such Sentiments 
had been expressed by the deceased Earl, 
he denied that his Father had ever approved 
of the War commenced with America; which, 
on the contrary he had condemned, repro¬ 
bated, and opposed in every Stage. Then, 
after thus throwing as it were a Shield over 
the Memory of his illustrious Parent, and 
rescuing him from the Imputation of having 
countenanced or supported coercive Mea¬ 
sures for the Subjugation of the Colonies 
beyond the Atlantic; he diverged with 
equal Vehemence and Majesty of Expres¬ 
sion, to the Topic immediately before the 
Assembly. Referring to the Epithet of holy, 
which Lord Westcote had given to the Con¬ 
test, he declared that he considered it as 
unnatural, accursed, and unjust; its Traces 
marked with Persecution and Devastation; 
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Depravity and Turpitude constituting its 
Essence, while its Effects would be destruc¬ 
tive in the extreme. The English Lan¬ 
guage seemed inadequate fully to express 
his Feelings of Indignation and Abhorrence, 
while stigmatizing the Authors of so ruinous 
a System. As a Specimen of Parliamentary 
Eloquence, it unquestionably excelled his 
two preceding Speeches; leaving on his 
Audience a deep Impression, or rather Con¬ 
viction, that he must eventually, and pro¬ 
bably at no remote Distance of Time, oc¬ 
cupy a high Situation in the Councils of the 
Crown, as well as in the universal Estima¬ 
tion of his Countrymen. 

Dundas, who rose as soon as Pitt sate 
down, seemed to be thoroughly penetrated 
with that Truth; and by a Sort of political 
Second Sight, appeared to anticipate the Pe¬ 
riod, when this new Candidate for Office, 
would occupy the Place on the Treasury 
Bench, then filled by his noble Friend in the 
blue Ribband. With consummate Ability, 
but, with equal Address, in the Progress of 
his Reply to Mr. Pitt, the Lord Advocate 
endeavoured to prove that the late Earl of 
Chatham had uniformly resisted every Pre- 
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tension of America to Independence. “ If 
“ therefore,” said he, “ the Honorable Gen- 
“ tleman supports the present Motion for 
“ compelling His Majesty’s Ministers to con- 
“ elude Peace with the insurgent Colonies, he 
“ differs diametrically from his noble Rela- 
“ tion, whose last Breath was exhausted in 
“ execrating those Servants of the Crown, that 
“ would presume to despoil Parliament of 
“ its inalienable Rights, and to rob the reign- 
“ ing Family of their brightest patrimonial In- 
“ heritance.” I own that it has always ap¬ 
peared to me, such were in 1778 the Senti¬ 
ments of the great Earl of Chatham; nor 
was I ever convinced, either by the Explana¬ 
tions of his Son, or by those of Fox, that he 
contemplated the Independence of America 
with* other Eyes than those of Lord North 
and Lord George Germain. He might in¬ 
deed, had he survived down to 1781, have 
modified, changed, or retracted his Opinions, 
in Compliance with Events: but, that he did 
so, previous to his dying Speech in the House 
of Peers, notwithstanding the Testimony of 
the late Mr. Pitt, I never could comprehend. 
Posterity may perhaps be better able to 
decide the Point, than we can do in the pre¬ 
sent Age. 
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The Lord Advocate admirably qualified 
whatever of unpalatable or distasteful to Mr. 
Pitt, might be found in his Assertions rela¬ 
tive to the Earl of Chatham, by the flatter¬ 
ing Predictions of his own future and certain 
Elevation, with which they were accompa¬ 
nied. “ He (Dundas,) was unwilling and 
“ reluctant to state to the Honorable Gentle- 
“ man’s Face, those Truths, which, were he 
“ absent, Truth itself would compel him to 
“ utter; but, he nevertheless felicitated his 
“ Country and his Fellow Citizens, on the 
“ auspicious Union, and splendid Exhibition 
“ of Abilities, witnessed by the House on 
“ that Evening. With the first rate Talents, 
“ were blended high Integrity, a noble and 
** honest Independence of Mind, and the 
“ most persuasive Eloquence.” Such were 
the Encomiums lavished on Pitt, by Dun¬ 
das; who, though he professed, and no 
doubt felt at that Time, the strongest Attach¬ 
ment to Lord North, yet obviously foresaw 
his Decline, and as certainly beheld in Pros¬ 
pect his destined Successor; if not imme¬ 
diate, yet remote. In Fact, the Lord Ad¬ 
vocate of Scotland found himself, within the 
Revolution of thirteen Months from that 
Day, seated, as Treasurer of the Navy, on 
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the Treasury Bench, along-side of Mr. Pitt, 
become Chancellor of the Exchequer, under 
the Earl of Shelburne’s Administration. So 
solid were his political Speculations, so 
sound his Judgment, and so speedily rea¬ 
lized were his Calculations of Ambition!— 
Fox concluded this eventful Evening, of 
which I have most imperfectly attempted to 
state some salient Points, by replying to all 
the preceding Speakers. Rigby, who had 
asserted roundly that every Administration 
since 1763, concurred in maintaining as' a 
Principle, the unconditional Dominion of 
this Country over the American Colonies; 
was admonished by Fox, “ to observe a 
“ more temperate Language when he ad- 
“ vanced such positive Charges, followed by 
“ such severe Conclusions, against so many 
“ of the highest and most respectable Cha- 
“ racters in Great Britain.” He accompa¬ 
nied the Reproof, by a Declaration that “ he 
“ was not ignorant how powerfully the Pay- 
“ master of the Forces was supported, in 
“ that House, and out of it.” Words preg¬ 
nant with Meaning, which alluded in a 
Manner too intelligible for admitting of 
Mistake, to the secret Support that Rigby 
was supposed to derive from the royal Con- 
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fidence and Favor ! On the Lord Advocate, 
Fox was severe, yet liberal; and without 
the slightest Mixture of Gall, from which 
no Individual in Parliament was more per¬ 
fectly exempt; not even Lord North or 
Sheridan. Fox jested on Dundas’s Pro¬ 
testations of Independence on the .first Mi¬ 
nister, his Friend; recognized the learned 
Lord’s Abilities, nor disputed his Integrity; 
but, denied the Accuracy of various State¬ 
ments that he had made in the Course of his 
Speech. 

When Fox had Occasion to notice Dun¬ 
das’s Eulogiums on the Earl of Chatham, he 
seemed to pause and to weigh his Expres¬ 
sions :—for, he felt that the Ground was deli¬ 
cate and full of Danger. “ The learned 
“ Lord,” said he, “ has eloquently panegy- 
“ rized the exalted Virtues and Talents of 
“ a deceased consummate Statesman. My 
“Youth and other Causes prevented me 
“ from being much known personally to that 
“ great Man. No Individual in the House 
“ can however reverence his Memory more 
“ than myself. Nevertheless I would lay in 
“ my Claim for others, who, though they 
" might not coincide in Opinion on every 
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“ Point of Policy with that illustrious No- 
“ bleman, have yet rendered distinguished 
“ Services to their Country.” In these 
Words, dictated by filial Piety, and Affec¬ 
tion for his Father’s Memory, he indirectly 
alluded to the political and Party Disputes 
which had existed between Lord Holland 
and the Earl of Chatham, when both were 
Commoners and Members of that Assem¬ 
bly. Disputes, which were destined to be 
revived with augmented Virulence between 
their Sons!—Reverting lastly to Lord West- 
cote’s Assertion, that he considered the 
Contest with America as a holy War, Fox 
remarked, “ To others, the Application of 
“ such an Epithet to the actual Contest, may 
“ appear new: but, to me, it has no Novelty. 
“ I was in Paris, precisely at the Time when 
“ the present War began, in 177ff, and Dr. 
“ Franklin honoured me with his Intimacy. 
“ I recollect, that conversing with Him on 
“ the Subject of the impending Hostilities, 
“ He, while he predicted their ruinous Con- 
“ sequences, compared their Principle and 
“ their Consequences, to those of the ancient 
“ Crusades. He foretold that we should ex- 
“ pend our best Blood and Treasure in at- 
“ tempting an unattainable Object; and that 
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“ like the holy War of the dark Ages, while 
“ we carried Desolation and Slaughter over 
“ America, we should finally depopulate, 
“ enfeeble, and impoverish Great Britain.” 

Fox’s Conclusion might almost be consi¬ 
dered as prophetic. “ The only Objection,” 
observed he, “ made to my Motion, is that 
“ it must lead to American Independence. 

But I venture to assert, that within six 
“ Months of the present Day , Ministers 
14 themselves will come forward to Parlia- 
“ ment, with some Proposition of a similar 
“ Nature. I know that such is their Inten- 
“ tion. I announce it to the House.” Not¬ 
withstanding so eloquent, and so powerful 
an Appeal to the Passions, as well as to the 
Understanding of his Audience, the Moment 
was not yet arrived, when the Majority of 
the national Representatives could consent 
to renounce all further Hope of reducing the 
revolted Colonies to Obedience. Even the 
Attendance on that Night, fell far beneath the 
vast and awful Importance of the Subject 
agitated. Only ninety-nine Persons divided 
with Fox. One Hundred and seventy-two 
supported Administration. Two Hundred 
and eighty-seven Members were therefore al> 
sent. It seemed however to be more a Ques- 
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tion of the King, and of Lord George Ger¬ 
main, than of Lord North. There were not 
wanting Individuals who thought that the 
first Minister would have felt little Regret, if 
Opposition had out-numbered him. His Con¬ 
duct might be thought to indicate great Indif¬ 
ference to the Result, and he probably partici¬ 
pated Fox’s Apprehensions for the final Issue 
of Lord Cornwallis’s Virginian Campaign. 

I have descended to more minute Details 
respecting this Debate, than I should have 
done, if it had not been the last which took 
Place on American Topics, previous to the 
Catastrophe and Surrender of York Town. 
But, the most interesting Discussion of the 
whole Session, and in many Points of View, 
one of the most interesting which I ever wit¬ 
nessed in the House of Commons, took place 
three Days later, on the Motion for amend¬ 
ing, or in Fact virtually repealing, “ The 
“ Marriage Act.” It stood altogether un¬ 
connected with Ministers, or with Party 
Politics, though originated by Fox, at a very 
advanced Period of the Year. The Ques¬ 
tion seemed in itself to be not less philoso¬ 
phical and moral, than a Measure of State, 
or an Object of legislative Policy. Never 
did Fox appear to me in a more elevated 
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Light, than on that Occasion, while plead¬ 
ing the Cause of his Fellow-subjects at large, 
against the Shackles and Impediments op¬ 
posed, as he asserted, by Aristocracy, Family 
Pride, and Wealth, to the matrimonial Union 
of two Persons of dissimilar Rank and Con¬ 
dition ! His Father, Lord Holland, for whom 
he nourished the warmest filial Affection, 
had manifested similar Sentiments. Fox 
assumed as a Principle, while reasoning on 
the Subject, that “ Passion, not Reason, is 
“ best capable of promoting our Felicity in 
“ Wedlock.” However untenable and even 
revolting, such an Assumption may appear, 
he maintained it by Arguments well calcu¬ 
lated to persuade, if not to convince his 
Hearers. I will candidly own that they 
made the deepest Impression on my Mind, 
and produced the fullest Conviction when I 
heard them from his Lips in 1781 ; but, the 
Lapse of six and thirty Years have recon¬ 
ciled me to the Marriage Act. General 
Burgoyne, who supported the Bill, and 
whose Eloquence was usually tame, as well 
as destitute of Entertainment, seemed to rise 
above himself, and to be inspired by the 
Subject. Both he and Fox expressed them¬ 
selves with the utmost Acrimony against 
VOL. II. 2 E 
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Sir Dudley Ryder, who had warmly sup¬ 
ported “ the Marriage Act” when it was 
first introduced into the House of Commons. 
They accused him of avowing a systematic 
Intention to divide the higher Classes of So¬ 
ciety from the vulgar, and to prevent their 
Intermixture by Marriage; thus effectually 
separating Persons of high Rank and For¬ 
tune, from the Mass of the Population. Bur- 
goyne, when alluding to Fox’s splendid Ta¬ 
lents, observed that “ if the Spirit of the 
Marriage Act had operated previous to his 
“ Birth, he would never have come into Ex- 
“ istence.” Courtenay, in a Speech abound¬ 
ing with Humour and Irony, though of the 
broadest Description, and which in many 
Passages trampled on Decorum, sustained 
Fox’s Arguments. So did Lord Nugent, 
in a somewhat similar Strain of Eloquence. 
On the other Hand, Burke, with no less 
Ability than Fox, and with equal Powers 
of Genius, appealed to many of the stron¬ 
gest Passions of the human Mind, while he 
opposed the Measure brought forward by his 
Friend. They, completely diverged on this 
Question, in opposite Directions; each dis¬ 
playing uncommon Capacity, Enthusiasm, 
and profound Reasoning, in their respective 
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Speeches. Sheridan likewise spoke against 
Fox’s Motion, with great Ingenuity, though 
not at considerable Length ; and it was one 
of the few Occasions on which I have seen 
them take different Sides, during the whole 
Time that I remained a Member of the 
House of Commons. Lord North, as might 
be expected, inclined to oppose every Inno¬ 
vation on the Marriage Act; and there could 
have been little Doubt, as far as the Temper 
of the House manifested itself, that Fox’s 
Bill would have been rejected by a great 
Majority, if the Sense of the Members pre¬ 
sent had been taken upon it. But, no Divi¬ 
sion was demanded; and Fox, abandoning 
it for the present, pledged himself, if ever he 
should come into Power, to renew the Mo¬ 
tion from the Treasury Bench. This Pledge 
he never, indeed, redeemed: but if we re¬ 
flect, for how short a Time he continued in 
Office, when Secretary of State in 1782, as 
well as in .1783, together with the. Multipli¬ 
city of Matter which then pressed upon him; 
we cannot wonder, though it is possible we 
may regret, his not having resumed the Sub¬ 
ject. 

[16th—30th June.] The Session now 
2 e 2 
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drew towards a Close, and Lord North pre¬ 
pared to withdraw his shattered Parliamen¬ 
tary Forces from the Scene of Action. Not 
however before George Byng, the “ Muster 
“ Master General” of Opposition, as he was 
denominated, had invoked the Followers of 
that Party to attend betimes during the en¬ 
suing Winter, “ in Order to terminate the 
“ wicked and fruitless Contest with Ameri- 
“ ca.” With so much Certainty did they 
calculate on complete Success, whenever 
the Campaign beyond the Atlantic should 
be concluded. Intelligence arriving about 
this Time, of the naval Action fought in 
Praya Bay, between SufTrein aud Commo¬ 
dore Johnstone, Fox made some severe, 
but, as they have always appeared to me, 
just Observations, on the Conduct of the 
British Commander. That he was surprized 
on the Occasion, cannot admit of Dispute; 
and though he extricated himself without 
sustaining any Loss of Ships, yet he ac¬ 
quired no more Honor, than Keppel had 
gained in his memorable Battle with d’Orvil- 
liers. I knew Johnstone, and respected him; 
but I coincided fully with Fox in Opinion, 
that the Commodore was much more formi¬ 
dable in Parliament, than on the Ocean; 
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and more dreaded by the first Minister of 
England, than by Maurepas or Yergennes. 
Lord North might have said of Johnstone, 
though in a different Sense, what Sir Ro¬ 
bert Walpole, his ministerial Predecessor, 
observed in 1740, of the General Officers of 
that Period, when the List was submitted 
to his Inspection. “ I know not what Effect 
“ they may produce upon the Enemy ; but, 
“before God, they make Me tremble.” 
Johnstone’s Oratory, while opposing Go¬ 
vernment, not his naval Skill, called him 
forward, and placed him in Command of a 
Squadron, after he had come over to the 
Side of Administration. He acquired some 
Wealth, but, gained little Renown, by the 
Expedition, which proved more beneficial 
to himself, than advantageous to his Coun¬ 
try. Lord North defended him nevertheless 
with Animation, against Fox’s Comments. 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland, as Chair¬ 
man of the Secret Committee, having laid 
on the Table of the House, the two first 
Reports made on the State of the Carnatic; 
strenuously recommended them to the dili¬ 
gent Perusal of Members during the ap¬ 
proaching Recess, “ as they would consti- 
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“ tute,” he said, “ the Ground-work of fu- 
“ ture Parliamentary Proceedings.” A few 
Days later, a short, but sharp, and most 
personal Altercation took Place,—for I can¬ 
not call it by any other Name;—between 
Fox and some leading Supporters of Admi¬ 
nistration. It was provoked by Fox, who, 
in the Course of a Speech pronounced in 
Behalf of the Americans confined in the 
Mill Prison at Plymouth, avowed that “ in 
“ his Opinion, their Cause was the Cause 
“of Freedom, of Whiggism, and of the 
“ Constitution, to which he ardently wished 
“ Success:” adding, that “ Administration, 
“ in prosecuting the Contest with the Co¬ 
lonies, only desired to satiate their Re- 
“ venge.” Irritated at such Imputations, 
Dundas answered, “ that it afforded him no 
“ Surprize to find the Honorable Member 
“ rejoicing at our Enemy’s Success; a Suc- 
“ cess to which he had contributed not a 
“ little, by his Language and Line of Action 
“ within those Walls.” But, Mansfield, 
the Solicitor General, with a manly Indigna¬ 
tion, rising, demanded of Fox, “ Whether 
“ he meant to limit himself to mere Wishes 
“ and Vows in Favor of the Americans? 
“ Or did he intend to draw his Sword, to 
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“ clothe himself in the Rebel Uniform, to 
“ enlist under Washington’s Command, to 
“ fight the Battles of America, and to point 
“ his Weapon against his Countrymen’s 
“Breasts?” Fox answered, that he dis¬ 
dained to make any Reply to Calumnies 
founded in gross Misrepresentation, and the 
Conversation terminated. 1 have already 
remarked elsewhere, that he almost always 
wore Blue and Buff. 

[20th—30th July.] Many Circumstances 
contributed to sustain, aud to prolong, the 
Duration of Lord North’s Administration, 
notwithstanding the Misfortunes and Dis¬ 
graces which continued annually to mark its 
Progress. The Mutiny in the Pennsylvania 
Line, which for a Moment seemed to menace 
the American Congress with internal Revolt, 
during the Spring of 1781; Lord Corn¬ 
wallis’s Victory over Greene, at Guilford; 
followed by Lord Rawdon’s Advantage 
gained over the same General at Camden, 
two Places situate in North and South Ca¬ 
rolina ; lastly, the Expectations formed from 
the Advance of the British Forces into the 
Province of Virginia:—all these Events held 
the Minds of Men in Suspense, till the Pro- 
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rogation of Parliament on the 18 th of July, 
allowed the Minister to retire for some Time, 
from the Scene of his political Exertion. 
The Province of West Florida had never¬ 
theless been conquered by Spain , while 
France reduced to its Subjection the Island 
of Tobago. Oar only Acquisition consisted 
in the Seizure, rather than the Capture, of 
the Dutch Island of St. Eustatius in the 
West Indies; an Event which served to 
cover - Rodney and Vaughan, the naval and 
military Commanders in Chief, with Oblo¬ 
quy, on Account of their severe Treatment 
of the Inhabitants. Even on the Element of 
the Sea, every Encounter which we had 
with the Enemy, from its indecisive Nature, 
rather tended to augment their Courage, as 
well as to stimulate their Enterprize. 

August.] The severest naval Action which 
took Place during the whole Course of the 
American War, was the Battle fought at this 
Time between Parker and Zoutman, who 
commanded the English and Dutch Squa¬ 
drons in the North Sea, off the Dogger 
Bank. But, it bore no Resemblance in its 
Results, to the glorious Victory obtained in 
our Time, by Duncan, at Camperdown; 
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and might more aptly be compared with the 
sanguinary, though indecisive Conflicts for 
Superiority, which distinguished Charles the 
Second’s Reign; when the Navies of Hol¬ 
land were led by Tromp and Ruyter, while 
those of England were conducted by James, 
Duke of York, by Prince Rupert, and by 
Montague, first Earl of Sandwich. On this 
Occasion, the King, departing from the or¬ 
dinary Course of his Life, embarked on the 
Thames, accompanied by the Prince of 
Wales, who had just accomplished his nine¬ 
teenth Year; and descended the River to 
the Nore, where he visited Admiral Parker, 
on board his Ship, the “ Fortitude.” Prince 
Frederic, the present Duke of York, then 
commonly denominated Bishop of Osna- 
burgh, had been sent over to Hanover, near 
eight Months earlier; probably with p. View 
not only to his Accomplishment by visiting 
Germany, but, perhaps to remove him from 
Scenes here at home, ill calculated to ame¬ 
liorate his political, or his moral Character. 
One of the Defects attributed to His Ma¬ 
jesty’s natural Formation of Mind, princi¬ 
pally resulting from his secluded Education 
during his Grandfather’s: Reign,: and the re¬ 
tired Habits which lie then imbibed under 
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Lord Bute’s Tuition; was, his supposed Re¬ 
luctance to become personally acquainted 
with his People. His Enemies described 
him as, a Prince averse to all Communication 
with his Subjects, except at a Levee. Thus 
the “ Heroic Epistle” exclaims, 

“ Our Sons some Slave of Greatness may behold, 

Cast in the genuine Asiatic Mould, 

Who of three Realms shall condescend to know 
No more than be can spy from Windsor’s Brow.” 

Yet, when the King, emancipating himself 
for the first Time since his Accession to the 
Throne, from the Restraints which he im¬ 
posed on his own Conduct, went down to 
Portsmouth in June, 1773, to inspect his 
Eleet; with what severe Raillery did not the 
same Poem endeavour to expose him to 
Derision ? 

u There shall he see, as other Folks have seen, 

That Ships have Anchors, and that Seas are green; 
Shall count the Tackling trim, the Streamers fine, 
With Bradshaw prattle, and with Sandwich dine; 
And then row back, amidst the Cannons’ Roar, 

As safe, as sage, as when he left the Shore.” 

But, it would only argue Folly to deny, 
that during the first twenty-three Years of 
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his Reign, from 176J, as soon as Lord Bute 
came into Power, down to the End of 1783, 
when Fox brought forward the “ East India 
Bill,” George the Third was most unpopu¬ 
lar. His Subjects, however, made him am¬ 
ple Amends for so long withholding from 
him the Testimonies of their Affection, by 
the general and unbounded Attachment 
which they have since manifested towards 
him, down to the Moment when he ceased 
to sway the Sceptre. 

September.] Admiral Darby, who conti¬ 
nued to command the Channel Fleet, had 
successfully relieved Gibraltar, during the 
Course of the Spring, when reduced to great 
Extremity. But, in the Autumn, our nume¬ 
rical Inferiority compelled that Commander 
to take Refuge in Torbay; while the com¬ 
bined French and Spanish Fleets, for the 
third Time since the Beginning of the War, 
occupied the Entrance of the British Chan¬ 
nel, and even meditated to attack us, as we 
lay at Anchor on our own Coast. So low 
was the naval Power of England reduced, 
towards the Conclusion of Lord North’s 
Administration, amidst the Exhausture and 
Calamities occasioned by the American War! 
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But, towards America itself, all Eyes were 
anxiously turned ; where, it became evident, 
Affairs rapidly tended to some great and 
decisive Crisis. Lord Cornwallis having 
advanced into the Province of Virginia in 
June, finally established himself at York 
Town in August. No Position could have 
been more judiciously chosen; and it might 
unquestionably have been maintained under 
every Disadvantage, against the united Force 
of America and of France, if a Chain of for¬ 
tuitous Accidents, rather than a Series of 
able or well combined Measures, bad not 
led to the unavoidable Catastrophe which 
terminated the War. De Grasse, who com¬ 
manded the French Fleet, was not less fa¬ 
vored by Fortune, in finding the Mouth of 
the Chesapeake unoccupied, on his Arrival 
there from the West Indies ; than he derived 
Aid from the Delays that prevented the 
English Squadron under Graves, antici¬ 
pating his Seizure of that important Sta¬ 
tion. Graves and Clinton, both, successively 
failed, only by the short Interruption of a 
few Days; the first, in occupying the Che- 
, sapeake with a naval Force; the last, in ar¬ 
riving with an Army, before Lord Corn¬ 
wallis’s Surrender, and thereby rescuing him 
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from the Necessity of capitulating to Wash¬ 
ington. In so desperate a Situation, pre¬ 
cluded from all Possibility of Relief, Lord 
Cormvallis laid down his Arms; and the 
American Rebellion, after a Contest of more 
than six Years, finally became a Revolu¬ 
tion. 

October.] Tt is at this Point of Time, that 
we must place the highest Elevation to 
which Louis the Sixteenth attained during 
his Reign: an Elevation only to be parallel¬ 
ed in the French Annals, by recurring to the 
brilliant iEras of Louis the Fourteenth. For, 
his Grandfather Louis the Fifteenth, never 
stood on such an Eminence in the Eyes of 
Europe; not even in the Year 1748, previ¬ 
ous to the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, though 
his Troops, conducted by Marshal Saxe, 
after defeating the Allies in'various Actions, 
had then overrun the Austrian Low Coun¬ 
tries, and nearly reduced Brabant. In Octo¬ 
ber, 1781, the King of France beheld Ame¬ 
rica finally dissevered from Great Britain, 
by the Union of his Armies with those of 
the Insurgents; while he received about the 
same Period, Lord Cornwallis’s Sword, sur¬ 
rendered to La Fayette. His Forces were 
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occupied in pursuing their Career of Victory 
throughout the West Indies; and in the 
East, Suffrein, in his repeated naval En¬ 
gagements with Sir Edward Hughes, not 
only maintained the Honor of his Sovereign’s 
Flag, but, had nearly succeeded more than 
once, in obtaining a decided Superiority 
over our Squadron on the Coast of Coro¬ 
mandel. The Spanish Branch of the House 
of Bourbon, acting in Subservience to the 
Views of the Court of Versailles, after sub¬ 
jecting Minorca and West Florida, held 
Gibraltar besieged by Sea and Land; the 
Reduction of which Fortress, calculated to 
render for ever illustrious the Reign of 
Charles the Third, was anticipated with san¬ 
guine Impatience by the two Crowns. Our 
Commerce had not suffered less by French 
Depredations, than our Colonies had been 
diminished by the Arms of France. Hol¬ 
land, ranging her Force under the same 
Standard, made common Cause with Louis, 
against her ancient Ally. It only remained 
for them to crush the Channel Fleet of Eng¬ 
land, in order to dictate the Terms of Peace; 
and so nearly did Guichen and Cordova, 
who commanded the combined Navies of 
France and Spain, appear to be to achieving 
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that last Object, as to impress us with 
the utmost Apprehension of its Completion. 
Who, when contemplating a Scene of such 
national Prosperity; could have imagined 
that this Descendant of so many Kings, that 
had reigned for eight hundred Years over 
the French, would perish on a Scaffold, in 
his own Capital, scarcely more than eleven 
Years afterwards; the Victim of his inert 
Pusillanimity, or tame Inaction, in not firmly 
resisting the first Ebullitions of popular In¬ 
novation ! 

As if to secure and perpetuate the Bourbon 
Line, the Queen of France, who had been 
married more than ten Years, without giving 
a male Heir to the Crown, at length brought 
into the World a Son. Catherine of Medicis, 
like Maria Antonietta of Austria, had re¬ 
mained childless for nearly the same Period 
of Time, before she produced a Successor. 
The young Dauphin’s Baptism was perform¬ 
ed in this very Month, with extreme Magni¬ 
ficence, at Versailles. Happily for himself, 
he expired early in June, 1789; only a few 
Weeks before the fatal Revolution which 
took Place in July of that same Year, swept 
away the Monarchy, to place Robespierre 
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and Bonaparte Successively on the Throne 
of Henry the Fourth. The Dauphin was in 
his ninth Year, when he finished his short 
Career. I have been assured by Individuals 
who had Access to know the Fact, that at 
the Age of seven Years, when the Charge of 
his Person, according to the established 
Usage of the old French Court, was sur¬ 
rendered up by the Governess, and he was 
then put under the Care of Men; the Dau¬ 
phin being stripped in the Presence of pro¬ 
fessional Persons, and having undergone an 
Examination, was pronounced to be with¬ 
out Defect in his bodily Formation. But, 
being made soon afterwards to sit with his 
Feet in a wooden Machine calculated to 
turn them out, the spinal Marrow became 
speedily affected by it. Whether this As¬ 
sertion be accurate or not, it is certain that 
the Vertebree of the Back-bone growing 
crooked, he fell into a State of Languor, ac¬ 
companied by Debility. I have seen him 
more than once while in this Condition, dur¬ 
ing the Summer preceding his Decease, tak¬ 
ing the Air in a Carriage, in the Gardens of 
St. Cloud. His emaciated Appearance awak¬ 
ened Concern; but, he was said not to want 
Intelligence, and the Queen his Mother, 
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whose maternal Feelings were acute, ma¬ 
nifested the warmest Affection for him while 
living, as well as deep Sorrow for his Loss. 
The Duke of Normandy, his younger Bro¬ 
ther, born under a still more inauspicious 
Planet, succeeded to his Title; and became, 
after his Father’s Execution, the unfortunate 
Louis the Seventeenth. 

November.] During the whole Month of 
November, the concurring Accounts which 
were transmitted to Government, enumerat¬ 
ing Lord Cornwallis’s Embarrassments, arid 
the Positions taken by the Enemy, augrrient- 
ed the Anxiety of the Cabinet. Lord George 
Germain in particular, conscious that on the 
prosperous or adverse Termination of that 
Expedition, must hinge the Fate of the Ame¬ 
rican Contest, his own Stay in Office, as well 
as probably the Duration of the Ministry 
itself; felt, and even expressed to his Friends, 
the strongest Uneasiness on the Subject. 
The Meeting of Parliament meanwhile stood 
fixed for the 27th of November. On Sun¬ 
day, the . 25th, about noon, official Intelli¬ 
gence of the Surrender of the British Forces 
at York Town, arrived from Falmouth, at 
Lord George Germain’s House in Pall-mall. 

vol. ir. 2 f 
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Lord Walsingham, who previous to his 
Father Sir William de Grey’s Elevation to 
the Peerage, had been Under Secretary of 
State in that Department; and who was se¬ 
lected to second the Address in the House 
of Peers, on the. subsequent Tuesday; hap¬ 
pened to be there when the Messenger 
brought the News. Without communicating 
it to any other Person, Lord George, for 
the Purpose of Dispatch, immediately got 
with him into a Hackney-Coach, and drove 
to Lord Stormont’s Residence in Portland- 
place. Having imparted to him the disas¬ 
trous Information, and taken him into the 
Carriage, they instantly proceeded to the 
Chancellor’s House in Great Russel-street, 
Bloomsbury, whom they found at Home : 
when, after a short Consultation, they de¬ 
termined to lay it, themselves in Person, be¬ 
fore Lord North. He had not received any 
Intimation of the Event, when they arrived 
at his Door, in Downing-street, between one 
and two o’Clock. The first Minister’s Firm¬ 
ness, and even his Presence of Mind, which 
had withstood the Riots of June, 1780, gave 
Way for a short Time, under this awful 
Disaster. I asked Lord George afterwards, 
how he took the Communication, when 
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made to him ? “ As he would have taken a 

“ Ball in his Breast,” replied Lord George. 
For, he opened his Arms, exclaiming wildly, 
as he paced up and down the Apartment 
during a few Minutes, “ Oh, God ! it is all 
over!” Words which he repeated many 
Times, under Emotions of the deepest Con¬ 
sternation and Distress, 

When the first Agitation of their Minds 
had subsided, the four Ministers discussed 
the Question, whether or not it might be ex¬ 
pedient to prorogue Parliament for a few 
Days: but, as scarcely an Interval of forty- 
eight Hours remained, before the appointed 
Time of assembling; and as many Members 
of both Houses were already either arrived 
in London, or on the Road; that Proposi¬ 
tion was abandoned. It became, however, 
indispensable to alter, and almost to model 
anew the King’s Speech, which had been 
already drawn up, and completely prepared 
for Delivery from the Throne. This Altera¬ 
tion was therefore made without Delay: and 
at the same Time, Lord George Germain, as 
Secretary for the American Department, 
sent off a Dispatch to His Majesty, who 
was then at Kew, acquainting him with the 
2 f 2 
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melancholy Termination of Lord Corn¬ 
wallis’s Expedition. Some Hours having 
elapsed, before these different, but, necessary 
Acts of Business, could take Place, the 
Ministers separated, and Lord George Ger¬ 
main repaired to his Office in Whitehall. 
There he found a Confirmation of the Intel¬ 
ligence, which arrived about two Hours 
after the first Communication; having been 
transmitted from Dover, to which Place it 
was forwarded from Calais, with the French 
Account of the same Event. 

I dined on that Day, at Lord George’s; 
and though the Information, which had 
reached London in the Course of the Morn¬ 
ing, from two different Quarters, was of a 
Nature not to admit of long Concealment; 
yet it had not been communicated either to 
me, or to any Individual of the Company, 
(as it might naturally have been, through the 
Channel of common Report,) when I got to 
Pall-mall, between five and six o’Clock. 
Lord Walsingham, who likewise dined there, 
was the only Guest that had become ac¬ 
quainted with the Fact. The Party, nine 
in Number, sate down to Table. Lord 
George appeared serious, though he raani- 
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fested ho Discomposure. Before the Dinner 
was. finished, one of his Servants delivered 
him a Letter, brought back by the Messen¬ 
ger who had been dispatched to the King. 
Lord George opened and perused it: then 
looking at Lord Walsingham, to whom he 
exclusively directed his Observation, “ The 
“ King writes,” said he, “just as He always 
“ does, except that I observe he has omitted 
“ to mark the Hour and the Minute of his 
“ writing, with his usual Precision.” This 
Remark, though calculated to awaken some 
Interest, excited no Comment; and while 
the Ladies, Lord George’s three Daughters* 
remained in the Room, we repressed our 
Curiosity. But, they had no sooner with¬ 
drawn, than Lord George having acquainted 
us, that from. Paris, Information had just 
arrived, of the old Count de Maurepas, first 
Minister* lying at the Point of Death; “ It 
K would grieve me,” said I, “ to finish my 
“ Career, however far advanced in Years* 
“ were I first Minister- of France, before I 
“ had witnessed the Termination of this 
“ great Contest between England and Ame- 
“ rica.” “ He has survived to see that 
“ Event,” replied Lord George, with some 
Agitation. Utterly unsuspicious of .the Fact 
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which had happened beyond the Atlantic, 

I conceived him to allude to the indecisive 
naval Action, fought at the Mouth of the 
Chesapeake, early in the preceding Month 
of September, between Admiral Graves and 
Count de Grasse; an Engagement which in 
its Results might prove most injurious to 
Lord Cornwallis. Under this Impression, 
“ My Meaning,” said 1, “ is, that if I were 
“ the Count de Maurepas, I should wish to 
“ live long enough, to behold the final Issue 
“ of the War in Virginia.” “ He has survived 
“ to witness it completely,” answered Lord 
George: “ The Army has surrendered, and 
“ you may peruse the Particulars of the Ca- 
“ pitulation, in that Papertaking at the 
same Time one from his Pocket,, which he 
delivered into my Hand, not without visible 
Emotion. By his Permission I read it aloud, 
while the Company listened in profound Si¬ 
lence. We then discussed its Contents, as 
affecting the Ministry, the Country, and the 
War. It must be confessed that they were 
calculated to diffuse a Gloom over the most 
convivial Society, and that they opened a 
wide Field for political Speculation. 

After perusing the Account of Lord Corn- 
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wallis’s Surrender at York Town, it was im¬ 
possible for all present, not to feel a lively 
Curiosity to know how the King had re¬ 
ceived the Intelligence; as well as how he 
had expressed himself in his Note to Lord 
George Germain, on the first Communication 
of so painful an Event. He gratified our 
Wish by reading it to us; observing at the 
same Time, that it did the highest Honor to 
His Majesty’s Fortitude, Firmness, and Con¬ 
sistency Of Character. The Words made an 
Impression on my Memory, which the Lapse 
of more than thirty Years has not erased; 
and I shall here commemorate its Tenor, 
as serving to shew how that Prince felt 
and wrote, under one of the most afflicting, 
as well as humiliating Occurrences of his 
Reign. The Billet ran nearly to this Effect: 
“ I have received with Sentiments of the 
“ deepest Concern, the Communication 
“ which Lord George Germain has made 
44 me, of the unfortunate Result of the 
‘‘ Operations in Virginia, I particularly 
u lament it, on Account of the Consequen- 
“ ces connected with it, and the Difficulties 
t( which it may produce in carrying on the 
** public Business, or in repairing such q 
“ Misfortune. But, I trust that neither 
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“ Lord George Germain, nor any “Member 
“ of the Cabinet will suppose, that it makes? 
“ the smallest Alteration in those Princi- 
“ pies of my Conduct, which have directed 
“ me in past Time, and which will always 
“ continue to animate me under every 
“ Event, in the Prosecution of the present 
“ Contest.” Not a Sentiment of Despon¬ 
dency or of Despair was to be found in the 
Letter; the very Hand-w'riting of which, 
indicated Composure of Mind. Whatever 
Opinion we may entertain, relative to the 
Practicability of reducing America to Obe¬ 
dience by Force of Arms, at the End of 
1781; we must admit, that no Sovereign 
could manifest more Calmness, Dignity, or 
Self-Command, than George the Third dis¬ 
played in this Reply. 

[27th and 28th November.] Severely as 
the general Effect of the Blow received in 
Virginia, was felt throughout the Capital 
and the Nation, yet no immediate Symp¬ 
toms of Ministerial Dissolution, or even of 
Parliamentary Defection, became visible in 
either House. All the animated Invectives 
of Fox, aided by the contumelious Irony of 
Burke, and sustained by the dignified Ro- 
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proaches of Pitt, then enlisted on the same 
Side* made little apparent Impression on 
their Hearers ; who, though they seemed stu- 
pified by the disastrous Intelligence, yet ma¬ 
nifested the firmest Adherence to Admi¬ 
nistration. Never, probably, at any Period 
of our History, was more indignant Lan¬ 
guage used by the Opposition, not even in 
1741, previous to Sir Robert Walpole’s Re¬ 
signation ! In the Ardor of his Feelings at 
the recent Calamity which had taken Place 
beyond the Atlantic, Fox not only accused 
Ministers of being virtually in the Pay of 
France; but, menaced them with the Ven¬ 
geance of an undone People, who would 
speedily compel them to expiate their Crimes 
on the public Scaffold. JDundas, who sat on 
the Treasury Bench, not far from Lord 
North and Lord George Germain, having 
ventured to smile somewhat contemptuously 
at the Word Scaffold; Fox apostrophized 
him in angry Terms, demanding if the 
learned Lord did not think that the Time 
was yet ripe for Punishment? Burke re¬ 
peated the same Denunciations. Speaking 
of the Condition of the Country, he declared 
it to be extinct. “ The British Nation,” 
said he, “ as an Animal, is dead; but, the 
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“ Vermin that feed on the Carcase, are still 
“ alive. A Day of Reckoning will however 
“ arrive. Whenever it comes, I shall be 
“ ready to impeach, and signally to punish 
“ the Authors of these Calamities.” 

Though Fox, in Conformity with the 
Wishes of his Friends, moved on that Even¬ 
ing, an Amendment to the proposed Address 
to the Throne; yet he said, that his own Opi¬ 
nion decidedly went to send up no Address 
whatever to the Sovereign, until the Members 
of the lower House could consult their Con¬ 
stituents, and receive their Instructions. The 
Idea was strongly enforced by Mr. Thomas 
Pitt, who not only recommended an imme¬ 
diate Appeal to the constituent Body of 
Electors throughout the Kingdom; but, ex¬ 
horted the Assembly to withhold all Supply, 
till that Measure was carried into Execution. 
Colonel Barre joined in the Recommenda¬ 
tions for calling together their Constituents, 
and demanding their Advice, in a Moment 
of such Danger and public Distress. So 
did Mr. Duncombe, one of the two Mem¬ 
bers for the County of York. But, Burke, 
however violent and declamatory he might 
be on other Points, never made the slightest 
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Allusion to revolutionary Remedies, or pro¬ 
posed any such Experiments. Fox’s Appeal 
to the Electors of Westminster, convoked 
in Westminster Hall, or in Palace Yard, 
might indeed have been made without in¬ 
curring Ridicule. But, how Mr. Thomas 
Pitt, who elected himself for Old Sarurn; 
or Barre, whom Lord Shelburne returned 
for Caine; were to take the Sense of their 
Constituents, it was not easy to explain. 
Such however were the Propositions gravely 
made in the legislative. Assembly of Great 
Britain, towards the Close of the American 
War, amidst the universal Dejection or Des¬ 
pondency of that calamitous Period! Rigby, 
and he only, of all the ministerial or royal 
Supporters in Parliament, ventured to ele¬ 
vate his Voice against the Doctrines incul¬ 
cated by Fox. “ What! Mr. Speaker,” 
demanded he, “ is the general Sense of the 
‘‘ Nation no longer to be collected within 
“ these Walls ! Such unconstitutional and 
“ illegal Appeals to the People, can lead 
“ only to Disaster, Tumult, and Outrage. 
“ The representative Body is alone compe- 
“ tent to pronounce the public Sentiment.” 
Cnintimidated by Sheridan, who attacked 
him for speaking with Contempt of the con- 
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stituent Part of the Community, Rigby 
maintained his Position with great Firm¬ 
ness. 

Burke, with inconceivable Warmth of 
Colouring, depictured the Folly and Im¬ 
practicability of taxing America by Force, 
or as he described it, “ shearing the Wolf.” 
The Metaphor was wonderfully appropriate, 
and scarcely admitted of Denial. He was 
sustained, and I had almost said, outdone 
by Mr. Thomas Pitt; who, in Terms of 
gloomy Despondency, not unaccompanied 
with great Eloquence, seemed to regard the 
Situation of the Country, as scarcely admit¬ 
ting of a Remedy, under such a Parliament, 
such an Administration, and such a Sove¬ 
reign. “ The Ministers,” exclaimed Burke, 
“ assert that we have a Right to tax Ame- 
“ rica. But have we the Power to enforce 
“ the Right? They cry witli Shylock, Ame- 
“ rica, give us our Bond! The Pound of 
“ Flesh is ours, and we will have it next 
“ your Heart! Oh! miserable and infatu- 
“■ ated Men! Oh ! undone Country !”■—He 
then burst into that most striking and pic¬ 
turesque Simile of the Wolf \ ** Oh! says 

“ a silly Man, elated with his Dominiob 
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“ 'over a few Beasts of the Forest, there is 
“ excellent Wool to be found on a Wolf’s 
“ Back, and I am resolved to shear him. 

“ What! shear a Wolf! Yes. But, will he 
“ submit to the Operation ? Can you get at 
“ this Wool? Oh! I have neither considered, 

“ nor will I consider, whether it be prac- 
“ ticable. It is my Bight. A Wolf has 
“ Wool. All Animals having Wool, may 
“ be shorn, and therefore I will shear the 
“ Wolf!” I confess, I thought this Apo¬ 
logue, if I may so term it, one of the most 
impressive and convincing that I ever heard 
pronounced, during the whole Time that I 
remained in the House of Commons. Such 
it was felt to be on that Evening, throughout 
the ministerial Ranks. Mr. Thomas Pitt, 
though a Man of very superior Attainments 
of Mind, and possessing no ordinary Powers 
of Oratory, rose seldom to address Parlia¬ 
ment. But, whenever he spoke, his Name, 
and his Consanguinity to the great Earl of 
Chatham, who was his Uncle, procured him 
a most favourable Audience. Despair ani¬ 
mated, while it deeply tinged, his Speech. 
Considering the Country as already lost, he 
said “ It no longer was a Matter of Import- 
“ ance, what set of State Puppets worked 
“ the dismal Scene! While the fatal: System 
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“ remained, and the deadly secret Influence 
“ which had continued throughout the pre- 
“ sent Reign, pervaded every Measure and 
“ every Department, it signified little what 
“ ostensible Agents were placed at the 
“ Head of Affairs.” 

Lord North, in this Moment of general 
Depression, found Resources in himself. 
He scornfully repelled the Insinuations of 
Fox, (who had called him the Prime Mi¬ 
nister of France,) as deserving only Con¬ 
tempt ; justified the Principle of the War, 
which did not originate in a despotic Wish 
to tyrannize America, but, from the Desire 
of maintaining the constitutional Authority 
of Parliament over the Colonies; deplored, 
in common with the Opposition, the Misfor¬ 
tunes which had marked the Progress of the 
Contest; defied the Threats of Punishment; 
and finally adjured the House not to aggra¬ 
vate the present Calamity by Dejection or 
Despair, but, by united Exertion, to secure 
our national Extrication. “ The War with 
“ America, I admit,” said he, “ has been 
“ unfortunate; but, not unjust. And should 
“ I hereafter, as I am menaced, mount the 
M Scaffold in Consequence of the Part that 
“ I have performed in its Prosecution, l 
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“ shall continue to maintain that it was 
“ founded in Right, and dictated by Neces- 
“ sity.” Lord George Germain was not si¬ 
lent on that Night. He deplored the Fate 
of Lord Cornwallis, avowed the active Share 
that he had taken in endeavouring to sub¬ 
jugate the Colonies, declared his Readiness 
to quit the Office which he filled, whenever 
his Resignation should be demanded ; but, 
added, “ I will neither be brow-beat, nor 
ft clamoured out of it. Whenever my Sove- 
“ reign calls for my Situation, I shall resign 
“ it into his Hands.” 

The Debate which arose on the subse¬ 
quent Evening, when the Address to be pre¬ 
sented to. the Throne, was reported toHffie 
House, far exceeded in the Importance of 
the Matter elicited, the first Discussion. 
Pitt, who reserved himself for this second 
Agitation of the American Question, rose 
early; and in a Speech of extraordinary 
Energy, (throughout the Course of which he 
contrived with great Ability, to blend Pro¬ 
fessions of devoted Attachment to the Per¬ 
son of the King, with the severest Accusa¬ 
tions of his Ministers;) he fully confirmed 
the high Opinion of his Judgment and 
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Parliamentary Talents, already entertained 
throughout the Country. But, though Pitt 
spared the reigning Prince, whom he depic¬ 
tured as under a Delusion, he did not thfe 
less bitterly inveigh against the “ baleful In- 
“ fluence of the Crown,” which, he said, had 
produced the Contest with America. That 
ruinous War constituted “ the Pillar, con- 
“ structed on the Ruins of our Constitution/’ 
by which, as he asserted* the first Lord of 
the Treasury held his Situation. He con¬ 
cluded by calling on Ministers to state with¬ 
out Circumlocution or Deception, what were 
their Intentions as to the further Prosecu* 
tion of the American War, and to give some 
general Idea of the Manner in which it was 
henceforward to be pursued.- A sort of 
Pause took Place on his sitting down; while 
the Eyes of all present were directed to¬ 
wards the Treasury Bench, in the Expecta¬ 
tion that either the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer, or the Secretary for the Colonial De¬ 
partment, would stand up, and make some 
Reply to these most pointed, as well as in¬ 
teresting Questions. But, Both sate silent, 
though from different Motives. In so criti¬ 
cal a Moment, when the House seemed to 
demand an Explanation on the Point, the 
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Lord Advocate of Scotland presented him¬ 
self boldly to public Notice. After deny¬ 
ing in the most precise and explicit Terms, 
that the Address proposed, either pledged 
the Assembly to continue the War against 
the Colonies, or could be so interpreted; he 
proceeded to put hypothetically a Case, 
which might be said to withdraw in some 
Measure the Curtain of State from before 
the Cabinet, and to expose the Disunion 
that existed among its Members. “ If,” said 
Dundas, “ any Minister, accused of Mal- 
“ Administration, should set up as his Ex- 

cuse or his Defence, that he was over-ruled 
“ in the Cabinet, and compelled by the Ma- 
“ jority to act upon Opinions contrary to his 
“ own private Judgment, such an Apology 
“ cannot be admitted in this House. A Mi- 
“ nister, who, in Order to preserve his Place, 
“ would submit to carry into Execution, 
“ Measures that he condemned, must not 
“ only be unworthy of his Situation; but, 
“ would thereby betray his Trust, and merit 
“ the Execration of his Countrymen.” 

This Avowal, though qualified by Assur-. 
ances that it was altogether general, and had 
not the slightest Allusion to, or the most in- 
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direct Authority from, the first Lord of the 
Treasury; yet disclosed the Secret already 
suspected or understood by the Opposition. 
Fox felicitated Pitt, whom he denominated 
his Honourable Friend , on having, by the 
Effect of his powerful Oratory, extracted 
from an Individual so nearly connected with 
Administration, the Declaration that the Ad¬ 
dress did not pledge Parliament to continue 
the War against America. But, Burke, in 
the Progress of a Speech, less marked by 
those Emanations of Genius which generally 
illuminated all that he uttered, than distin¬ 
guished by its intemperate Violence, endea¬ 
voured to prove that the proposed Address 
did bind the House to prosecute offensive 
Hostilities with France and America. He 
declared the Address itself to be a Com¬ 
pound of Hypocrisy, and of infamous, aban¬ 
doned Falsity. Nor did lie fail to paint in 
the warmest Colours of a distempered Ima¬ 
gination, the Punishments which, he as¬ 
serted, would be inflicted on the unhappy 
Loyalists, deserted by us, and left under 
Lord Cornwallis’s Capitulation, to the Mercy 
of the Congress. Their slaughtered Re¬ 
mains, he said, would be exposed on all the 
Headlands. Notwithstanding these com¬ 
bined Efforts, which were sustained by Kep- 
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pel and by Mr. Thomas Townsend, the Mi¬ 
nister divided on both Evenings, in a large 
Majority; the Address being carried by 89, 
in a full House where 347 Members were 
present. Only 185 attended the Report , of 
which Number, 131 supported Administra¬ 
tion, while the Minority did not exceed 54. 

Nevertheless, the Contest with America 
might be considered as virtually arrested, 
though not ostensibly terminated. More 
than one Member, known to be ardently at¬ 
tached to the Crown, as well as to the exist¬ 
ing Government, declared his Disapproba¬ 
tion of any further Attempt to carry on mi¬ 
litary Operations beyond the Atlantic, Lord 
Nugent said, it would now be politic to ac¬ 
knowledge the Independence of the Colo¬ 
nies. Courtenay, though holding a Place 
under the Master General of the Ordnance^ 
not only avowed that he never had consi¬ 
dered the War against America, as expedi¬ 
ent, politic, or wise; but, added, that he 
only voted for the Address, on the Assur¬ 
ances given by Persons in Office, that it did 
not pledge to the Prosecution of Hostilities 
for the Purpose of subjugating America. 
Lord North himself, two Days afterwards, 
2g 2 
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explicitly stated, when addressing the House, 
that they were not bound by tlieir two re¬ 
cent Votes, to carry on either the American, 
or any other War; simply to provide for 
the necessary Expences of the Government. 
But, though the Continuance of offensive 
Hostilities in America, was thus unequivo¬ 
cally renounced by the First Minister, and 
virtually or silently acquiesced in by Lord 
George Germain; yet, so far did they seem 
from professing a readiness to acknowledge 
the Independence of the thirteen Colonies, 
that they warmly maintained theWisdom and 
the Necessity of still prosecuting a defensive 
War in that Portion of the Globe. In the 
House ,of Peers, a still greater proportionate 
Majority supported Administration. When 
Fox, presuming on the Operation of the re¬ 
cent Misfortune in the Chesapeake, soon 
afterwards attempted to stop the Progress 
of the Supplies, in which Effort he was 
warmly supported by Mr. Thomas Pitt, the 
Opposition experienced a second Defeat; 
only seventy-seven Persons voting with 
them, while Lord North had one hundred 
and seventy-two. It seemed indeed by no 
means clear, during the first Fortnight after 
Parliament met, whether any official Change 
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whatever would take Place; or if an Altera¬ 
tion should be made in the Cabinet, to what 
Extent it would be carried. The national 
Forces, exhausted by so long a Contest, 
and now opposed in every Quarter by a vast 
Confederacy, were indeed evidently unequal 
to continue the Effort for subjecting Ame¬ 
rica; and it therefore became obvious, that 
new Measures must speedily supersede those 
which had been prosecuted during so many 
Years. But, the same First Minister might 
remain in Power, under a total, or a partial 
Change of System ; and in that case, all the 
Labors of the Minority would be frustrated, 
in the Moment of their expected Completion. 
The King’s Firmness and Tenacity were 
well understood by all Parties. Lord North 
shewed hitherto no Disposition to resign, 
and Parliament had given no Indications of 
having withdrawn their Confidence from the 
Administration. Such appeared to be the 
Aspect of public Affairs, in the first Week 
of December. 

[1st—10th December.] Though Fox and 
Pitt seemed at this Time to act in perfect 
political Union, yet no Man who attentively 
considered the different Spirit which ani- 
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mated their Speeches, whenever the Sove¬ 
reign became indirectly the Subject of their 
Animadversion, could fail to remark their 
widely dissimilar Line of Conduct. Fox, 
whether he was impelled by his Conscious¬ 
ness that the King’s moral Repugnance to 
many Parts of his private Character, and to 
the Irregularities of his Life, imposed insur¬ 
mountable Obstacles to his ever attaining 
the Royal Favor; or whether, having al¬ 
ready offended in his political Capacity, be¬ 
yond the Hope of Pardon, he relied solely on 
his own Talents, aided by Party, to force his 
Way into the Cabinet, and to maintain him¬ 
self in that Situation which ever of these 
Motives principally actuated him, it is indis¬ 
putable that in all his Allusions to the 
King, although he might affect to shelter 
himself under the Forms of Parliamentary 
Language, yet Fox always chose to consider 
him as animated by Passions and Sentiments 
unbecoming his Station, as well as incom¬ 
patible with the Benignity which constitutes 
the most enviable Attribute of Royalty. Fox 
designated or characterized him in Fact, as 
under the Dominion of Resentment; un¬ 
feeling, implacable, and only, satiated by the 
Continuance of War against his former Sub- 
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jects. Jn a Word, like James the Second, 
rather than William the Third : more as a 
Tyrant and an Oppressor, than as the Head 
of a free Country, the Guardian of a limited 
Constitution. 

On the first Day of the Session, when 
an Address to the Crown was proposed by 
the Honorable Mr. Charles George Perce¬ 
val, now Lord Arden; “ Those,” said Fox, 
“ who are ignorant of the Character of the 
“ Prince whose Speech we have just heard, 
“ might be induced to consider him as an 
“ unfeeling Despot, exulting in the horrid 
“ Sacrifice of the Liberty and the Lives of 
“ his People. The Speech itself, divested 
“ of the Disguise of royal Forms, can only 
“ mean, ‘ Our Losses in America have been 
“ most calamitous. The Blood of my Sub- 
“ jects has flowed in copious Streams, 
“ throughout every Part of that Continent. 
“ The Treasures of Great Britain have been 
“ wantonly lavished; while the Load of 
“ Taxes imposed on an overburthened Coun- 
“ try, is become intolerable. Yet will I 
“ continue to tax you to the last Shilling. 
“ When, by Lord Cornwallis’s Surrender, 
“ all Hopes of Victory are for ever extinct, 
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“ and a further Continuance of Hostilities 
“ can only accelerate the Ruin of the British 
“ Empire, I prohibit you from thinking of 
“ Peace. My Rage for Conquest is un- 
“ quenched, and my Revenge unsated: nor 
“ can any Thing except the total Subjuga- 
“ tion of my revolted American Subjects, 
“ allay my Animosity.’” When we consider 1 
the Severity and Acrimony of these personal 
Imputations, we cannot wonder that they 
excited corresponding Sensations of Resent¬ 
ment in the Royal Bosom. What Accusa¬ 
tions more wounding could we frame, what 
Motives of Action more atrocious could we 
suppose, and what Language more abhor¬ 
rent to our Feelings, could we have attri¬ 
buted to that Monster, whose Crimes so* 
long desolated France and Europe, than 
are here supposed to animate George the 
Third! It must be admitted even by his 
greatest Admirers, that Fox, however emi-- 
nent were his Talents, yet by the Want of 
Moderation and Judgment, sentenced him¬ 
self during his whole Life, to perpetual Ex¬ 
clusion from Office; verifying in his own 
Person, Juvenal's Remark upon the Injuries 
attendant on Eloquence, when he says, ,. 
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“ Torrens dicendi Copia rnultis, 

Et sua mortifera est Facundia ” 

Pitt, on the contrary, even when he ap¬ 
peared to be most animated by Sentiments 
of Indignation against the Measures, or the 
Ministers; yet repressed any intemperate 
Expressions, and personally spared the 
Sovereign. He pronounced indeed in the 
most unqualified Terms, his Abhorrence of 
the further •• Prosecution of the American 
War; and on one Occasion I recollect his 
solemnly invoking the Divine Vengeance, on 
the Heads of the Administration, who had. 
reduced the Empire to such a State of Ruin 
and Degradation. But, with consummate 
Ability, he separated ' the King from his 
weak or evil Counsellors; admitted the 
Purity of Intention by which he was ever 
impelled ; professed his ardent Attachment 
to the Person, as well as to the Family, of 
the reigning Monarch; and declared that it 
would be best manifested, by exposing the 
Delusion that had been practised on him. 
The Lord Advocate of Scotland, whose dis¬ 
tinguishing political Tact, and keen Dis¬ 
cernment in all Matters where his own 
Interest or Ambition were concerned, ena- 
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bled him to descry a Minister in Embryo; 
appears early to have been impressed with a 
Conviction of this characteristic Difference 
between the two Opposition Leaders. While 
he continued strenuously to support an Ad¬ 
ministration, the certain approaching Fall of 
which, he nevertheless probably , anticipated; 
he lavished the warmest Encomiums from 
the Treasury Bench, on the hereditary Ta¬ 
lents, the brilliant Oratory, and early Indi¬ 
cations of Genius, in Pitt; under whose Pro¬ 
tection, aided by his own parliamentary 
Powers, he speedily contrived, after Lord 
North’s Resignation, to re-appear on the 
ministerial Theatre. 

Notwithstanding the ostensible Degree of 
Harmony and Concert which seemed to ani¬ 
mate Ministers in the House of Commons, 
during the first Days of the Session; yet 
before the Middle of December it began to 
be apparent, that some essential Disunion 
of Sentiment prevailed among the Members 
of Administration. Lord North in fact 
might continue, as many Persons imagined, 
first Minister, after the Avowal of Ame¬ 
rican Independence. But, Lord George 
Germain could not by any Possibility, re- 
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main in Office a single Day after such a 
Recognition. At this Breach the Opposi¬ 
tion poured in, and. were aided by some 
of the Adherents of Government, who con¬ 
ceived that by separating the two Minis¬ 
ters, and dismissing the latter, Lord North 
could yet be preserved at the Head of His 
Majesty’s Councils. Sir James Lowther- 
having introduced a Motion on the 12th of 
December, tending to declare that “ All 
“ further Attempts to reduce the Ameri- 
“ cans to Obedience by Force, would be 
“ ineffectual; and contrary to the true 
“ Interests of the Kingdom;” after a long 
and very animated Debate, the Order of 
the Day could only be carried by a Majo¬ 
rity of Forty-one, in a crowded House, 
where four hundred Members were present. 
Some of the Circumstances attending .that 
Discussion, were in themselves so interest¬ 
ing, as to lay peculiar Claim to Commemo¬ 
ration. Neither the personal Character, the 
Talents, nor the Eloquence of the Member 
for Cumberland, who originated the Ques¬ 
tion j could powerfully recommend it to At¬ 
tention. But, it was far otherwise with the 
Individual who seconded it. Sir James 
Lowther’s prodigious Property, and that 
only, gave Weight to his Exertions. Mr. 
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Powis, who represented the County of Nor¬ 
thampton, combined very considerable Par¬ 
liamentary Ability, with a most independent 
and upright Mind. 

Never can I forget the Effect produced 
by his Citation from Gibbon’s “ Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire,” as applicable 
to the calamitous Position of Great Bri¬ 
tain! With consummate Judgment he se¬ 
lected some Passages of the celebrated His¬ 
torian in Question, extracted from the Reigns 
of Honorius and of Yalentinian the Third, 
which seemed almost prophetically to de¬ 
picture or to describe the Events of the 
Hour, under George the Third. The In¬ 
capacity of the Government, the Contempt 
into which it had fallen with foreign States, 
the rapid Encrease of Taxation, the Cor¬ 
ruption of the Senate, the Expenditure of 
Treasure, the Loss, of Provinces, and the 
Pertinacity of the Sovereign in continuing 
a hopeless Contest with his revolted Sub¬ 
jects;-all these Facts, so apposite in 

themselves, were.quoted, or rather were read 
by Powis in his Place, and constituted a 
Part of his Speech. Their. Operation was 
perfectly theatrical. A Pin might have been 
heard to drop, such was the Silence, while 
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lie pronounced it; and it seemed to spread 
a Sort of Dejection over the ministerial 
Side , of the Assembly. Gibbon himself, 
who unconsciously furnished these Weapons 
against his Friend the. first .Minister, and 
who was at the very Time a Member of 
the Board of Trade; was personally pre¬ 
sent in the House. He had ceased, at 
the last general Election, to represent a 
Cornish Borough, Leskeard, for which he 
was chosen in 1775, and now sate for Lym- 
ington. ; Lord North was so sensible of the 
Injury resulting from Powis’s Appeal to 
the Passions of the House, sustained by the 
Artillery which he had borrowed from Gib¬ 
bon, that he rose immediately, in Order to 
efface the Impression. In the Course of a 
laboured, able, and well considered Address, 
he endeavoured to demonstrate that the 
Motion, if carried, would incapacitate and 
cripple the Administration; which, if* pre¬ 
cluded, or prohibited from carrying on any 
military Operation on the American Conti¬ 
nent, could not successfully combat our 
foreign Enemies in that Quarter of the Globe. 
But, he at the same Time declared his Opi¬ 
nion, that no further Hostilities ought to be 
persisted in, for the Reduction of the Colo- 
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nies, by sending Troops into the Interior of 
the Country. The Weakness of Govern¬ 
ment, and their Apprehensions of the Defec¬ 
tion which might manifest itself among their 
Adherents, were sufficiently displayed by 
Lord North, in only moving the Order of 
the Day , instead of giving a direct Negative 
to Sir James Lowther’s Proposition. 

Burgoyrie was not merely animated, but, 
personal, as well as pointed, in his Animad¬ 
versions on Lord George Germain ; and even 
by unavoidable Implication, on the Sovereign 
himself, whom he clearly designated in Terms 
too plain to admit of Mistake. After ex¬ 
amining, as a Soldier and a Tactician, the 
Plan proposed by Ministers, for retaining 
Posts in America, and prosecuting a Species 
of defensive Warfare, he subjoined, “ These 
“ Observations may be called military Re- 
“ marks; but, let the House remember, that 
“ they are addressed to a military Secretary 
“ of State. The Country has not forgotten 
“ that he was a Soldier, the Country feels 
“ that he is a Counsellor.” Having express¬ 
ed his Apprehensions for the impending 
Fate of Gibraltar, invested by the Forces 
of France and Spain, he made a Recanta- 
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tion of his Error in ever approving or aid¬ 
ing the Attempt to subjugate the Colonies ; 
adding, “ I am now convinced, on a full 
“ Consideration of the Measures pursued 
“ by Ministers, as Time has developed their 
“System, that the American War consti- 
“ tutes only a Part of a general Plan le- 
“ veiled against the Constitution of Great 
“ Britain, and against the universal Rights of 
“ Mankind.” Dundas having professed that 
Lord North’s Declaration relative to future 
Hostilities beyond the Atlantic, had fully 
satisfied his Mind; protested, that had not 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer thus une¬ 
quivocally renounced all further Attempt to 
reduce the Colonies by offensive Operations, 
he must have Voted on the Side of Opposi¬ 
tion. But, Burke, with great Powers of Wit, 
treated the Lord Advocate’s Assurances, 
as a Subject of Derision. “ An American 
“ War,” exclaimed Burke, “ you must still 
“ have; but, as Parliament has at length be- 
“ come dissatisfied with the Manner in 
“ which it was carried on, we will change 
“ the Plan, say Ministers. An American 
“ War you must still have. We will give 
“ you your Diet differently dressed ; but, it 
“ shall nevertheless be the American War. 
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“ Having squandered seventy Millions in one 
“ Way, we will now expend seventy Millions 
“ more in another Way.” Fox, as well as 
Barre, exposed with equal Force, the falla¬ 
cious, or loose and unsatisfactory Protesta¬ 
tions of the first Minister. Lord George 
Germain at length rose; and the House, 
anxious to hear his Sentiments, though the 
Evening was then very far advanced, lent 
him an attentive Ear. As this Speech may 
be deemed the last that he pronounced in 
his own Defence, while Secretary for the 
Colonies; and as 1 listened to it with more 
than ordinary Interest, I shall commemorate 
some Passages of it. 

He began by professing his Coincidence 
of Opinion with Lord North, as to changing 
prospectively the Mode of carrying on the 
War; a Sentiment, in which, he added, all 
the King’s confidential Servants were united: 
but he contended, that though Circum¬ 
stances justified and dictated such an Alte¬ 
ration of System, he could not concur in 
evacuating New York, Charles Town, and 
the other invaluable Possessions on the 
American Coast, still retained by Great 
Britain. “ If,” continued he, “ the House 
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“ should adopt the Motion proposed, I will 
“ instantly retire, as I consider it to include 
“ a Resolution of altogether abandoning the 
•• American War; and let the Consequence 
“ be what it may, I never will put my Hand 
f£ to any Instrument conceding Independ- 
“ ence to the Colonies. My Opinion is that 
“ the British Empire must be ruined, and 
“ that we never can continue to exist as a 
“ great, or as a powerful Nation, after we 
“ have lost or renounced the Sovereignty 
over America. By this Opinion I will 
“ abide, because I am resolved to leave the 
“ People their Country.” George Byng hav¬ 
ing, somewhat indecorously, and certainly in 
a Manner unauthorized by the Forms of 
Debate, said across the House, “ You will 
“ not leave us any CountryLord George, 
irritated, instantly with considerable Emo¬ 
tion, exclaimed, “ If the Honorable Gen- 
“ tleman believes himself warranted in im- 
“ peaching me, let him do it ! But, let him 
“ do it in the Way warranted by the Consti- 
“ tution. Let him not convoke the People 
“ without Doors, and address Them to 
■ ‘ change the Administration! It is the Pro- 
“ vince of this House, with the Dignity be- 
“ coming its Character, to adopt a constitu- 
2 H 
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“ tional Measure. Let the House address 
“ the Throne, if they think proper. If Mi- 
“ lusters have merited it, let them be dis- 
“ missed, impeached, and brought to Pu- 
“ nishment. But, do not, from Party Vio- 
“ lence injure the Constitution, and risk 
“the Subversion of the Country.” These 
were nearly his Words, at the Conclusion of 
which he sate down. Mr. Byng, far from 
excusing the Interruption, justified it. “ The 
“ noble Secretary,” said he, “ calls on me 
“ to impeach him. Let him only turn his 
“ Eyes on those Persons who surround him, 
“ and he will perceive the Reason that he is 
“ not impeached. He will see a Phalanx of 
“ hired Supporters, ready to protect him, or 
“ any other Minister, against the Effects of 
“ the American War. Give us only an 
“ honest Parliament, and we should then 
“ see if Security and Impunity would result 
“ from Impeachment.” No Notice was taken 
of these severe Imputations thrown upon 
the House, and the Debate soon afterwards 
closed. But, it became apparent how weak 
were the Foundations.on which Lord North’s 
Power rested, when the Defection of so in¬ 
considerable a Number of Individuals as 
Tiventy , going over from the Ministerial 
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Ranks, to the Opposition Side, would have 
laid him at the Mercy of his Enemies. And 
under the deplorable Circumstances of thp 
War, of the Finances, and of the Country, 
there existed little Hope of a counter Deser-r 
tion back to the Party of Government. Al¬ 
ready the Minority anticipated with a Sort of 
Certainty, the approaching, if not the impap 
pent Fall of Administration. 

[14th December.] Nor was the Paucity of 
Numbers, the only Symptom that announced 
a ministerial Crisis. Two Days subsequent 
to the late Division, when the Secretary at 
War laid before the Committee of Supply, 
the Estimates of the Army; another Dis-r 
cussion of the American Question took Place, 
more decisive, if possible, than any which 
had yet arisen. Rigby and Dundas acting 
on this Occasion in Concert, called on Lord 
North to state in his Place, the Difference 
of Opinion which was presumed to exist in 
the Cabinet. Both of them at the same 
Time avowed and admitted, that no further 
Hope could be entertained of subjecting 
America by Arms. The First Lord of the 
Treasury, while he admitted the War with 
the Colonies, to constitute the heaviest Cala? 

2 H 2 
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mity of his Life, arid expressed liis warmest 
Wishes for the Attainment of Peace; neither 
owned, nor denied the Charge' brought for¬ 
ward by the Lord Advocate of Scotland 
and Rigby, though he attempted to evade it 
under some loose and general Declarations. 
Wearied at length, arid attacked no less by 
his Friends, than by his Opponents, he 
adopted the singular Expedient of quitting 
the Treasury Bench, and withdrawing to 
one of the Seats behind it; leaving Lord 
George Germain alone in that conspicuous 
Situation, exposed to the Attacks of the 
Opposition. So extraordinary a Scene, 
which spoke with mute Eloquence, and 
from its Peculiarity attracted all Eyes; left 
rio Room to doubt of the Dissirriilarity 
of Opiriion among Ministers, on the great 
Question respecting America. 

I feel strongly impelled, if I were able, to 
atterript to lay before Posterity; the leading 
Features of that most interesting Debate ; 
during the Progress of which, the Disunion 
between the two Cabinet Ministers in the 
lower House, became for the first Time so 
apparent, as to necessitate Lord George 
Germain’s speedy Resignation. He rose at 
an early Period of the Evening; compelled 
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by the Assertions and Accusations of Mr. 
Thomas Townsend, who maintained that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Secre¬ 
tary of State held different or conflicting 
Opinions, relative to the System of Warfare 
prospectively intended to be prosecuted be¬ 
yond the Atlantic. Lord George having so 
recently stated, with his characteristic Frank¬ 
ness of Character, the Ideas entertained by 
him on the Point, and his Determination 
never to recede from them, could add little 
to his preceding Observations. He said, that 
“ the King’s Servants were unanimous on 
“ one Point, namely, that it was inexpedient, 
“ and would be injurious to the Country, 
“ to withdraw the Forces from America.’’ 
But, Lord North, well aware that the only 
Chance of protecting the King from being 
compelled to surrender at Discretion, was 
to slip himself out of the present ruinous 
Contest; to allow the American Secretary 
to retire, and then with the royal and Par¬ 
liamentary Support that he possessed, to 
endeavour to extricate the Nation from its 
actual Embarrassments ;—Lord North, im¬ 
pelled by these Motives, held a more equi¬ 
vocal, oracular, and inexplicit Language. 
Fox, sustained by General Conway, endea- 
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voured to force from him a definite Reply to 
their Demands; and he underwent during 
some Time, a Species of cross Examination* 
But, such was his Ability and Address in 
eluding or evading the precise Questions put 
to him, that little additional Information 
could be extracted from his Answers. The 
House remained, if I may so say, at Fault. 
Pitt, with great Judgment, selected this 
Moment of painful Uncertainty, for his Ap¬ 
pearance on the Scene. In Terms of Energy 
he pointed out the Contradictions of the two 
Ministers with each other, and of Lord 
North with himself. “ Here then,” continued 
he, “ we behold the Union and Harmony 
“ between the Members of Administration. 
“ One asserts that the Object of the Con- 
“ test is not to be abandoned. The Other 
“ gives a more qualified Interpretation to 
“ those Words. The first maintains that 
“ the Conquest of the Colonies is still to be 
“ attempted. No, says the second, not to 
“ be prosecuted by Force. Is it possible 
“ that Men, thus ignorant of, or unac- 
“ quainted with each other’s Intentions, can 
“ act in Concert, or be unanimous ?” 

It was on this Occasion, and not, (as I had 
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erroneously apprehended,) the first Time of 
of his ever speaking in Parliament; that 
Pitt, observing Welbore Ellis engaged in 
whispering Lord North and Lord George 
Germain; apparently with a View of 'me¬ 
diating between them, or reconciling their 
discordant Declarations; stopped short. 
Then looking round upon the House, which 
was hushed in mute Attention, he said, 
with a Manner and in a Tone still more 
impressive than the Reproof, “ I shall wait 
“ till the Unanimity is better settled.; and 
“ until the sage Nestor of the Treasury 
“ Bench, has brought to an Agreement, the 
“ Agamemnon and the Achilles of the Ame- 
% rican War.” The Observation, which, 
independent of its classic Beauty and. its 
Severity, arose out of an Accident, impos¬ 
sible to have been foreseen, could not there¬ 
fore be premeditated. Its Effect was elec¬ 
tric, not only on the Individuals to whom it 
was personally directed, but, on the whole 
Audience. The two Ministers and the 
Treasurer of the Navy, in some Confusion 
resumed their former Attitudes. We cannot 
sufficiently appreciate or admire the perfect 
Self-possession, which, while addressing a 
crowded House of Commons, could dictate 
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to a Youth of little more than two and 
twenty, so masterly an Allusion. The Con¬ 
clusion of his Speech breathed not a little 
of the Spirit of his deceased Father, while 
he seemed to lance the Vengeance or the 
Indignation of a suffering and exhausted 
Nation, on the Heads of Ministers; invoking 
in the same Moment, the divine Protection 
on “ a great and innocent Family, who, 
V though they have not participated in the 
“ Culpability, may, and probably will be 
“ doomed to undergo the Consequences.” 

Rigby now unmasked his Battery, meant 
unquestionably to accelerate Lord George 
Germain’s Resignation; and thereby to en¬ 
able the first Minister, released from the 
double Burthen of the American War and 
the American Secretary, to ride out the 
Storm. The Plan was ingenious, if not solid, 
and seemed to promise Success. No Indi¬ 
vidual in Office, had so great a Stake to 
defend as Rigby. During thirteen Years 
and a half, he had occupied the Pay Office 
without an Associate; and he could not con¬ 
template without natural Apprehension, an 
Event so injurious to his own Interests, as 
would be the Dissolution of Lord North’s 
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Administration. Yet, if any Opinion may 
be formed from the Encomiums which he 
lavished on Pitt’s resplendent* hereditary 
Talents and Virtues, at the Opening of his 
Speech; the Paymaster of the Forces might 
be thought to anticipate, as not distant, a 
new Order of Things, where Pitt would 
probably occupy an elevated Place. Rigby 
then animadverted with Force, on the dis¬ 
cordant Sentiments expressed by leading 
Members of the Opposition, relative to Ame¬ 
rica; some of whom, (Fox and Burke,) 
loudly called for the Concession of Indepen¬ 
dence to the Colonies; while others, (parti¬ 
cularly, Dunning,) declared that the Minis¬ 
ter who should dare to propose such a Mea¬ 
sure, would be guilty of High Treason. 
While however he pointed out these Con¬ 
tradictions of Opinion among the Minority, 
he coincided fully with Pitt, that an evident 
Obscurity pervaded the Conduct of the two 
noble Lords in Office, which appeared to 
indicate Dissimilarity of Ideas. And he 
said that the House, as well as the Country, 
had a Right to demand Explanation. Still 
he maintained, we were not ripe for with¬ 
drawing the Troops from America. Nor 
could all Fox’s Blandishments induce him 
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to suggest a Motion, by which, both Sides 
of the House concurring in.it, as a Par¬ 
liamentary Declaration, Ministers might be 
bound down in their future Conduct towards 
the Colonies. But, the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland, who was seated on the Treasury 
Bench, between the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer and the American Secretary; and 
who could not, any more than Rigby, look 
forward unmoved, to his own Fate, which 
must be involved.in the Fall of the first Mi¬ 
nister ; answered to Fox’s Invitation. - Com¬ 
ing forward ou this critical Occasion, with 
that manly Openness of Character, which, 
if not natural to him, he knew-so-well how 
to assume when it suited his Purpose, Dun- 
das reiterated all the Sentiments already ex¬ 
pressed by his Friend. “ If,” said he “ there 
“ is any one of His Majesty’s Cabinet, base 
“ enough to remain in Office,, and to con- 
“ duct Measures that he disapproves or 
“ condemns, be he who he will, he is unfit 
“ for Society.” A Declaration so pointed, 
though ostensibly directed . against both the 
Ministers, was in Fact intended only against 
one, Lord George Germain. If its Intention 
could indeed have been doubtful, Lord 
North’s Act in removing from his accus- 
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tomed Place, to another Seat, while his Col¬ 
league remained at his Post, would have 
sufficiently explained the Mystery. This 
Piece of Dumb Shew , one of the most curi¬ 
ous that I ever witnessed on that political 
Stage, the House of Commons, lasted for 
more than three Quarters of an Hour, while 
the Debate continued, or rather, languished. 
But, not one Word was uttered in further 
Explanation, by either of the two Ministers. 
How far Rigby’s and Dundas’s Conduct 
was concerted with, or in any Manner pre¬ 
viously known t6 Lord North, I cannot pre¬ 
sume to assert. Nor did Lord George 
Germain, as I believe, ever attain any Cer¬ 
tainty on the Point. Probably it arose from 
their own View of Affairs, and was under¬ 
taken without communicating the Intention 
to the first Minister, though designed to 
facilitate or effect his Extrication. The Di¬ 
vision which took Place on the Army Esti¬ 
mates, was carried by a very considerable 
Majority in Favor of Government, the res¬ 
pective Numbers being 166, and 84. 

From that Evening, on which I accom¬ 
panied him to his Residence in Pall-Mall, 
when he quitted the House of Commons, 
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Lord George with Reason considered his 
official Capacity as virtually terminated, 
though he continued to exercise its indis¬ 
pensable Functions, till a Successor should 
be appointed to the Department. The two 
Houses having shortly afterwards adjourned 
for the Christmas Recess, he came to a full 
Explanation with Lord North. At that 
Interview, after professing his Readiness to 
remain in his Situation, as long as it could 
be beneficial to His Majesty’s Service, while 
the Independence of America was not for¬ 
mally recognized; he at the same Time 
earnestly besought Lord North to consider 
no Object, except the Preservation of the 
Ministry, and the Interests of their common 
Master. For that Purpose, he advised the 
first Minister to strengthen himself by a 
Negotiation with some of his political Ene¬ 
mies ; and not to allow any personal Consi¬ 
derations towards him (Lord George), to 
delay, or to impede, for an Instant, the 
Arrangements judged to be proper for the 
general Security. Adding, that he had no 
personal Stipulations to make, nor Favors 
to ask; and that he would go down imme¬ 
diately to his Seat at Drayton in Northamp¬ 
tonshire, for two or three Weeks, in order 



1781.] MEMOIRS.^ 477 

to allow Time to select a Successor for his 
Post; after which he would return, and de¬ 
liver up the Seal of his Office, on the shortest 
Notice, into His Majesty’s Hands. As the 
best Proof of his Sincerity in these Opinions, 
he left London a very few Days subsequent 
to the above Conversation. 

[20th December.] It must be confessed 
that something unpropitious seemed to over¬ 
hang the Councils, and to disconcert or over¬ 
turn the best matured Measures of Adminis¬ 
tration, during the Course of the American 
War, so long as Lord North, Lord Sand¬ 
wich, and Lord George Germain, presided 
at the Head of Affairs. This Remark or 
Admission may perhaps be considered as 
synonymous with pronouncing the Condem¬ 
nation of those Ministers. But, it was in¬ 
disputably Lord Sandwich’s Fleet and Ad¬ 
miral, which gained the glorious naval Vic¬ 
tory over de Grasse, only four Months later, 
though Fox and his Party received the Be¬ 
nefit of the Day. Just at the Time of which 
I now speak, Admiral Kempenfeldt having 
been dispatched with a Squadron of twelve 
Sail of the Line, in Order to intercept or en¬ 
gage a naval Force, intended by .France for 
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the West Indies, fell in with the Enemy. As 
they had however been unexpectedly rein¬ 
forced, so as to encrease their Numbers to 
eighteen Sail of the Line, Kempenfeldt could 
only capture some of the Transports, full of 
Troops, which he sent into our Ports. No 
sooner had this Intelligence reached London, 
than Fox indignantly protested in the House 
of Commons, that “ nothing short of Trea- 
“ chert/ could have produced an Event so 
“ disgraceful and ignominious. Incapacity 
“ or Ignorance could not alone satisfactorily 
“ explain it. An Enquiry, if not an Im- 
“ peachment, must be instantly set on Foot, 
“ against such a first Lord of the Admiralty, 
“ How could they look their Constituents in 
tf the Face, if they had the Baseness not to 
“ address the Throne for his Removal?” Mr. 
Thomas Townsend, asked, “ how Gentlemen 
“ could think of going out of Town to parr 
“ take of Christmas Pastimes, at a Moment 
“ when, in his Opinion, the Fate of the Em- 
“ pire would be irrevocably sealed in twelve, 
“ or perhaps in six Months?” Adjourn to 
“ the22d of next Month!” exclaimed George 
Byng, oil a Motion to that Effect being made 
from the Treasury Bench; “ Good God! 
“ Mr. Speaker, at a Crisis like the present, 
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“ all the Wisdom of the Country is required 
“ to extricate us. The first Lord of the 
“ Admiralty has ignorantly dispatched only 
“twelve or thirteen Ships of the Line, to 
“ meet an Armament of nineteen.. Is this a 
“ Measure to be tolerated P’WKeppel, who, 
as a professional Man and a Seaman, could 
not be ignorant that these Accusations were 
exaggerated, if not altogether unjust, held a 
much more temperate and measured Lan¬ 
guage. He admitted that there did not ap¬ 
pear to be any Treachery; but, he said, 
there was palpable Neglect and Want of na¬ 
val Skill in the Board, 

Lord North, not at all disconcerted by 
such a Load of Imputations, with great 
Calmness and good Humor assured the 
House, no less than Fox, that “ the noble 
“ Individual who presided over the Admi- 
4 4 ralty, far from wishing to avoid an En- 
“ quiry, was most desirous to meet it.” In 
a Speech of considerable Length, Lord Mul- 
grave vindicated the Measure of sending out 
Kempenfeldt, as in itself highly judicious, 
though unforeseen Circumstances had ope¬ 
rated to prevent its complete Success. But, 
Bamber Gascoyne, irritated at the harsh 
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Epithets which Fox had applied so gene¬ 
rally to the Board at which he held a Place, 
and not restrained by any Delicacies where 
his own Character was in some Measure com¬ 
promized, handled the Opposition Leader 
more roughly. “ The Honorable Member,” 
said Gascoyne, “ is pleased to assert, that we 
“ have never yet sent out an equal naval 
“ Force, since the Commencement of the 
“ War, to meet the French. Has he forgot- 
“ ten the 21th of July ? And when Admiral 
“ Darby was dispatched to the Relief of 
“ Gibraltar, if his Ships were so inferior to 
“ the Enemy in Number as is pretended, the 
“ Honorable Gentleman would do well to 
“ enquire among his Friends in France , why 
“ they did not give us the Meeting. Hard 
“ Words are easily used; and the Admiralty 
“ may be stigmatized from the other Side of 
“ the House, as negligent, ignorant, corrupt, 
“ and treacherous. With more Reason, and 
“ at least as much Truth, may They be deno- 
44 minated the Friends of Mr. Laurens, and 
“ the Correspondents of Dr. Franklin? After 
a protracted Conversation, rather than a De¬ 
bate, accompanied on both Sides with much 
Acrimony, the first Minister was allowed to 
carry his proposed Adjournment; but, not 
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till George Byng, without a Division, had 
moved and carried, to call over the House on 
the 21st of January. Such were the humi¬ 
liating Circumstances that attended, and 
ushered in the last Scene of Lord North’s 
expiring Administration! 

[21st December—21st Jan. 1782.] After 
the Surrender of Lord Cornwallis, and the 
virtual Resignation of Lord George Ger¬ 
main, it might naturally be supposed that 
the first Lord of the Treasury would lose no 
Time in endeavouring to repair the Breach, 
and to strengthen himself previous to the 
Meeting of Parliament after the Christmas 
Holydays. Necessity dictated Measures of 
Energy, and the Respite which the Recess 
allowed for private Negotiation, afforded 
him Time for making every requisite Stipu¬ 
lation. Nevertheless, Lord North, though 
he did not either oppose, or refuse, by no 
Means however positively accepted, even the 
Resignation of the American Secretary. And 
when Lord George returned to London from 
Northamptonshire, towards the Middle of 
the ensuing Month; to his no small Astonish¬ 
ment, he found his Office still undisposed of, 
and his Successor not more fixed than be- 
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fore he quitted the Capital. He therefore 
waited patiently, till the Progress of Events 
should propel the Indecision, or hasten the 
Procrastination, of the first Lord of the 
Treasury. 

Perhaps no Part of Lord North’s Admi¬ 
nistration, and no Feature of his Conduct as 
first Minister, during the twelve Years that 
he continued in Office, seems more extraor¬ 
dinary ; it might be even said, inexplicable; 
than this Loss of Time at so critical a Junc¬ 
ture. He well knew the Opposition to be 
principally composed of two Parties, called 
after the Names of their respective Leaders, 
Lords Rockingham and Shelburne; which 
Bodies of Men, though they agreed in en¬ 
deavouring to dispossess him of Power, 
agreed in no other speculative or practical 
Principle of Policy. Scarcely could they 
even be withheld from mutual Animosity, 
by the near Prospect of the Prize in View. 
If therefore, the Point of American Inde¬ 
pendence was once conceded by Ministers, 
there seemed to be no obvious Impediment 
that could withhold Lord Shelburne from 
accepting a Situation under Government. 
It was even well known, that he entertained 
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and avowed very strong Doubts, on the 
Propriety or Wisdom of making such a 
Concession to the Colonies, under any pos¬ 
sible Circumstances; Doubts which were 
re-echoed by his Adherents in the House of 
Commons; particularly by Dunning; He 
could not, therefore, it was presumed, be 
altogether unacceptable to the King. He 
was, besides, a Man of great Abilities, the 
professed Disciple of the late Earl of Chat¬ 
ham, and possessed considerable Parlia¬ 
mentary Interest. Lord North held in his 
Hand, various Means of conciliating and 
acquiring his Support. Besides the Post of 
Secretary of State, and a higher Rank in the 
English Peerage, to both which he might 
aspire; four Garters were then lying on the 
King’s Table, unbestowed; one of which 
Lord Shelburne actually seized on, as his 
Share of the Plunder, when he came into Mi¬ 
nistry, within three Months from the Time 
of which I speak. All these Circumstances 
seemed therefore to point out that Quarter, 
as the obvious Point of Application, 

I have had many Opportunities of dis¬ 
cussing this Question, with those who were 
well informed in the secret Springs and His- 
2 i 2 
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tory of Lord North’s Administration. But 
they differed in their Solution of the Diffi¬ 
culty. It has been confidently asserted, that 
the King objected to disposing of one of the 
vacant Garters in Favor of Lord Shel¬ 
burne; and absolutely refused to consent to 
it, when the Proposition, was made to His 
Majesty, by the Minister. We must like¬ 
wise recollect that George the Third, who 
at this Time had scarcely reigned more than 
twenty-two Years, was encouraged by his 
past Experience to imagine, that he might 
retain a Minister to whom he was attached, 
in Defiance of Unpopularity. In Fact, Lord 
North, from his first Entrance on Office, 
early in 1770, down to’ his final Resignation, 
never had been popular. Nor can we well 
doubt that if he had felt as strong a Desire 
to retain his ministerial Situation, and a 
Mind as determined to abide the Issue, as 
his royal Master manifested, he might have 
held out ’till the Victory of the 12th of 
April, would have raised the Siege. San¬ 
guine Hopes were likewise, entertained at 
St. James’s, that even though all further At¬ 
tempts to subjugate America should be 
abandoned, yet that the same Administration 
might still continue to conduct the national 
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Affairs. Nor was it at all clear that such 
Expectations were chimerical. The Session 
of 1779 had sufficiently proved, that even 
after being left in a Minority, on more than 
one great public Question, a Minister who 
wished to remain in Office, possessed the 
Means of doing it, almost in Defiance of the 
House of; Commons. If America was ad¬ 
mitted to. be independent, and that great 
Impediment once removed, Peace would 
probably follow at no long Interval; and 
however unfortunate he had been in carrying 
on the War across the Atlantic, Lord North 
might still conclude an honorable Pacifica¬ 
tion with our European Enemies. In the 
House of Peers, he possessed a decided 
Majority; and in the lower House of Par¬ 
liament, which had been recently elected, 
when once Government became emancipated 
from the American War, it was with Reason 
conceived that the Opposition would again 
diminish in Energy, as well as in Numbers. 
These Reasons, however destitute of Soli¬ 
dity they proved, if we try them by the 
Event, may perhaps satisfactorily account 
for Lord North’s seeming Supineness, in not 
endeavouring, at so critical a Moment, to 
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divide his Opponents, or to augment his* 
own Strength. 


[21st—31st January.] When Parliament 
met again for the Dispatch of Business, 
Lord George Germain therefore attended in 
his Place, in the House of Commons: but 
the Tide of Opposition, which had been so 
long principally directed against him, as the 
American Secretary, took at first another 
Direction. Lord Sandwich was in turn at¬ 
tacked by Fox, for his asserted Mismanage¬ 
ment of the Admiralty Department; and the 
first Minister, unable to shelter him from 
Investigation, consented to institute an En¬ 
quiry. Fox said, that “ as the naval Ad- 
ministration throughout the Year 1781, 
“ contained or exhibited an Epitome of all 
“ the Blunders committed during the Course 
“ of the War, he would, for the sake of 
“ Dispatch, confine his Accusations chiefly 
.“ to that Period.” Lord North, while, with 
more of the Spirit of Concession, than of 
ministerial Firmness, he gave way upon 
every Point; yet not only denied the Culpa¬ 
bility imputed to the Earl of Sandwich, but, 
desired the House to observe that “ his 
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“ noble Friend, as well as himself, was 
“ ready and prepared to meet an Enquiry of 
“ a much more comprehensive Description.” 
Pitt joining on this Occasion, the general 
Outcry raised against an obnoxidus Mi¬ 
nister, accused Lord North of attempting to 
evade Enquiry, by withholding Evidence of 
his Colleague’s Mai-Administration: but, 
the chief Blame which could justly attach 
to the first Lord of the Treasury, was the 
too great Facility that he manifested in furr 
nishing Documents; many of which, when 
laid on the Table of the House, though only 
in Substance, were of a very delicate Nature. 
The Solicitor General, and he alone, of all 
the ministerial Supporters, had the Boldness 
to oppose the Disclosure and Production of 
such Papers. Undismayed by the aug¬ 
menting Numbers of the Opposition, or by 
the State of Depression to which he beheld 
his Friends reduced ; Mansfield, -with • an 
Energy of Mind that extorted Admiration, 
entered his Protest against an Enquiry which 
demanded such preparatory Sacrifices. He 
declared his Astonishment at, and Disap¬ 
probation of, the Communications made in 
Compliance with Clamour. “ By permitting 
“ such an Investigation,” said he, “ and by 
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“ producing such Materials, we destroy the 
“ British Constitution, and deprive ourselves 
“ of the Benefits arising from an executive, 
“ as distinct from a legislative Government! 
“ As well might we permit all the Opera- 
“ tions of the Campaign to be discussed in 
“ this House, as to produce upon the Table, 
“ and thereby disclose to the Enemy, the 
a secret Information procured by Ministers.” 
But, this single Reclamation, unsupported, 
proved wholly ineffectual to stem the Tor¬ 
rent ; and after considerable Discussion, the. 
7th of the ensuing Month was finally fixed 
on for going into the Enquiry. 

Among the most strenuous Defenders of 
the first Lord of the Admiralty, on this Occa¬ 
sion, was Lord Mulgrave; a Nobleman who 
occupied, himself, a Place at that Board. 
His early Expedition of Discovery towards 
the North Pole, had given him some naval 
Celebrity; and as he was formed on rather 
a heavy colossal Scale, the Opposition, to 
distinguish him from his younger Brother, 
the Honorable Charles Phipps, who enjoy¬ 
ed likewise a Seat in the House, denomi¬ 
nated him “ Ursa Major.” They likewise 
gave him the Name of “ AlphesibaeusI 
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suppose, from some fancied Analogy be¬ 
tween him and the awkward Imitator of the 
Dancing Satyrs, commemorated by Virgil, 
in the fifth Eclogue of his Bucolics. Lord 
Mulgrave was distinguished by a Singularity 
of physical Conformation, possessing two 
distinct Voices; the one, strong and hoarse; 
the other, shrill and querulous; of both 
which Organs he occasionally availed, him¬ 
self. So extraordinary a Circumstance, pro¬ 
bably gave rise to a Story of his having 
fallen into a Ditch, in a dark Night; and, 
calling for Aid in his shrill Voice, a Country¬ 
man coming up, was about to have assisted 
him: but, Lord Mulgrave addressing him in 
a hoarse Tone, the Peasant immediately ex¬ 
claimed, “ Oh, if there are two of you in 
“ the Ditch, you may help each other out 
“ of it.” In Debate, if not animated, he was 
able, well informed, and pertinacious. Like 
Dundas, he contrived, after Lord North’s 
Administration went to Pieces, to attach him¬ 
self to Pitt; who, in 1784, made him Joint 
Paymaster of the Forces, and six Years 
later, raised him to the British Peerage. 

Towards the last Days of January, after 
long Fluctuation, Lord North at length com- 
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municated to Lord George, His Majesty’s 
Determination to consent to his Resignation, 
so repeatedly offered; and the Resolution 
taken to supply his Loss, by Mr. Welbore 
Ellis. It seemed difficult to have made a 
Selection, in Consequence of which less 
Strength would be acquired on the Side of 
Administration; Mr. Ellis’s Talents being 
already engaged in Favor of Government, 
by a very lucrative Place, that of Treasurer 
of the Navy. His Abilities, however emi¬ 
nent and solid, aided by his long Experience 
of Parliamentary Business, were neverthe¬ 
less, altogether unequal to contending in 
stormy Times, amidst universal Depression, 
with the vast Energies then collected on the 
Opposition Benches. He was, besides, far 
advanced in Years; and though his Facul¬ 
ties might have preserved all their Vigor or 
Freshness, he wanted the requisite Fire and 
Animation. His Appointment gave Satisfac¬ 
tion only to the Enemies of the Minister, 
who exulted in a Choice that proved the 
Paucity, or rather Nullity of the Sources, 
from which he now attempted to derive Sup¬ 
port. 

[February.] Just at this Period died Lord 
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Falmouth, at an advanced Stage of Life: 
a Nobleman, neither distinguished by his 
Talents or his Virtues; but, whose Name; 
JSoscawen , is connected with Naval Recol¬ 
lections of the most gratifying Kind. Lord 
Falmouth commanded the Yeomen of the 
Guard, at the Time of his Death ; but, my 
sole Motive for mentioning his . Decease, is 
in order to commemorate an Anecdote re¬ 
specting him. I have been assured, that 
towards the Conclusion of George the Se¬ 
cond’s Reign, when Mr. Pitt, afterwards 
created Earl of Chatham, occupied a prin¬ 
cipal Place in the Cabinet; Lord Falmouth 
having waited on him, at his Levee, stated 
his Wish to be recommended to His Ma¬ 
jesty, for the first vacant Garter. The Se¬ 
cretary of State expressing a Degree of Re¬ 
luctance to lay the Request before the King, 
and manifesting some Disapprobation of the 
Demand itself; “ You will be pleased, Sir, 
“ to remember,” said Lord Falmouth, “ that 
“ 1 bring in five Votes, who go with Minis- 
“ try in the House of Commons ; and if 
“ my Application is disregarded, you must 
“ take the Consequence.” “Your Lordship 
“ threatens me,” replied the Minister with 
Warmth; “You may therefore be assured, 
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“ that so long as I hold a Place in the 
“ Councils of the Crown, you shall never 
“ receive the Order of the Garter .” Then 
turning round, he exclaimed, addressing him¬ 
self to those near him, 

ic Optat Ephippia Bos piger.” 

Lord Falmouth comprehending Nothing 
of the Meaning of these Words, but, conceiv¬ 
ing that the Monosyllable J Bos, must allude 
to his Name, requested to be informed what 
the Minister meant by so calling him ? “ The 
“ Observation,” replied Mr. Pitt, “ is not 
“ mine, but Horace’s.” As little familiar 
with the Name of the Roman Poet, as he 
was acquainted with his Writings, Lord Fal¬ 
mouth, apprehending that Horace Walpole 
had said something severe or disrespectful 
concerning him ; under that second Mistake, 
“ If Horace Walpole,” said he, “ has taken 
“ any Liberties with my Name, I shall know 
“ how to resent it. His Brother, Sir Robert, 
“ when he was alive, and first Minister, ne- 
“ ver presumed so to treat me.” Having 
thus expressed himself, he quitted Mr. Pitt, 
leaving the Audience in Astonishment at the 
Effect of his double Misapprehension. 
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Early in the Month of 'February, Lord 
George Germain having resigned the Seal of 
his Office into the King’s Hand, received; in 
Recompense of his Services, the Honor of 
the Peerage. The Particulars attending 
that Elevation, which became immediately 
afterwards a Subject of Discussion in the 
upper House, I received on the same Day 
when they took Place, from Lord George’s 
own Mouth; and they are too curious, as 
well as characteristic, to be omitted in these 
Memoirs. The Separation between the So¬ 
vereign and the Secretary, was by no Means 
unaccompanied with Emotion on both Sides; 
which became probably augmented by the 
dark Cloud overhanging the Throne, toge¬ 
ther with the painful Circumstances that 
produced the Necessity for Lord George’s 
Resignation. The King, who could not 
shut his Eyes to these Facts, doubtless fore¬ 
saw the Possibility, if not Probability, of 
greater Changes in the Administration, as 
imminent; of which, the Removal of the 
American Secretary, was only the Fore¬ 
runner and the Presage. After regretting 
the unfortunate Events that had dictated 
the Measure, and thanking Lord George for 
his Services ; His Majesty added, “ Is there 
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“ any thing that 1 can do, to express my 
“ Sense of them, which would be agreeable 
“ to you?” “ Sir,” answered he, “ if Your 
“ Majesty is pleased to raise me to the 
“ Dignity of the Peerage, it will form at 
“ once the best Reward to which I can 
“ aspire, and the best Proof of your Appro- 
“ bation of my past Exertions in your 
“ Affairs.” “ By all Means,” said the King, 
“ 1 think it very proper, and shall do it 
“ with Pleasure.” “ Then, Sir,” rejoined 
Lord George, “ if you agree to my first 
“ Request, I hope you will not think it un- 
“ becoming, or unreasonable in me, to ask 
“ another Favor. It is to create me a Vis- 
“ count , as should I be only raised to the 
“ Dignity of a Baron y my own Secretary, 
“ my Lawyer, and my father’s Page, will 
“ all three take Rank of me.” The King 
expressing a Wish to know! the Names of the 
Persons to whom he alluded; “ the first,” 
replied Lord George, “ is Lord Walsingham, 
“ who, as Your Majesty knows, was for 
“ some Time, Under-secretary of State in 
“ my Office, when Mr. de Grey. The se- 
“ cond is Lord Loughborough, who has 
“ been always my legal Adviser. Lord 
“ Amherst is the third, who, when Page 
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“ to my Father, the late Duke of Dorset, 
“ has often sat on the Braces of the State 
“ Coach that conveyed him, as Lord Lieute- 
“ nant of Ireland, to the Parliament House 
“ at Dublin.” The King smiled, adding, 
“ What you say, is very reasonable, it shall 
“ be so ; and now let me know the Title 
“ that you choose.” “ I have already, Sir,” 
answered Lord George, “ in the possible 
“ Anticipation of Your Majesty’s gracious 
“ Dispositions towards me, spoken to the 
“ Duke of Dorset, and obtained his Per- 
“ mission, as the Head of my Family, to 
i take the Title of Sackville; having been 
“ compelled to renounce my own Name, in 
“ order to avail myself of the Bequest of the 
“ Estate of Drayton in Northamptonshire, 
“ made me by Lady Betty Germain, in her 
“ Will. I shall therefore in some Degree 
“ recover it by this Means.” “ I quite ap- 
“ prove of that Idea,” replied his.Majesty, 
“ and if you will state to me your Title, I 
“ will write it down, myself, before we part, 
“ and send it directly to the Chancellor.” 
The King, immediately placed himself at a 
Table, took the Pen and Ink lying upon it,* 
and having committed the Viscounty to 
Paper, asked him what Barony he chose f 
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Lord George answered, “ that of Bolebrook 
<r in Sussex, being one of the most ancient 
“ Estates belonging to his Family; and 
“ contiguous to Buckhurst, the original 
“ Peerage conferred by Queen Elizabeth, 
“ on his Ancestor, the first Earl of Dorset.” 
When the King had copied it, he rose up, 
and with the most condescending Expres¬ 
sions of Concern, as well as of Satisfaction, 
allowed Lord George to withdraw from the 
Closet. As this is one of the few Peerages, 
which, in the Course of half a Century, 
George the Third has been allowed to con¬ 
fer, wholly independent of ministerial Inter¬ 
vention or Recommendation, from the Im¬ 
pulse of his own Inclinations, its Origin and 
Creation attain an additional Interest. Lord 
North had not the smallest Share in the 
Business. ■ 

No sooner had the Intention of calling up 
Lord George Germain to the House of Peers, 
become publicly known, than the Marquis 
of Carmarthen immediately brought forward 
the Subject before that Assembly. He en¬ 
deavoured to shew that it would be deroga¬ 
tory to their Honor, as a Body, to admit 
among them a Person still labouring under 
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the Sentence of a Court Martial: and though 
his Motion was rejected by a great Majority, 
on the 7th of February, yet he renewed the 
Attack as soon as Lord George had taken 
his Seat, on the 18th of the same Month, 
Conceiving that Lord North must, as first 
Minister, have advised the Measure, the 
Marquis attempted to involve him in the 
Responsibility or Culpability of giving such 
Advice to the Crown. But, Lord Sackville 
having exculpated the First Lord of the 
Treasury from any Participation whatever 
in the Transaction, gave the House clearly 
to understand, that it flowed solely from the 
Volition of the Sovereign. His Enemies 
themselves confessed, that never was a more 
able, dignified, or manly Appeal made within 
the Walls of the House of Peers, than Lord 
Sackville pronounced on that Occasion, He 
observed, that even admitting in all its Force, 
the Justice of the Sentence passed by the 
Court Martial, yet, that Tribunal had only 
declared him “ guilty of disobeying Prince 
“ Ferdinand of Brunswic’s Orders; and 
“ therefore had adjudged him unfit to serve 
“ His Majesty in any. military Capacity 
“ whatever.” But, they neither had im¬ 
posed, nor could they inflict upon him, any 
VOL. II. 2 K 
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civil Disability or Incapacity. And the 
Attempt of the King, or of the Minister of 
that Time, to aggravate the Nature or Ex¬ 
pressions of the Sentence, by any harsh Ad¬ 
ditions and personal Comments, could not 
add to its Force. If, after considering the 
Sentence published in the Case of the Gene¬ 
ral Officer, who commanded on the Expedi¬ 
tion sent in 1806, against Buenos Ayres, we 
contemplate the Tenor of the Orders that 
accompanied it; and then compare them 
with those used in the Instance of Lord 
George Sackville; we shall perceive the 
Contrast presented by the Conduct of the 
two Sovereigns, in the strongest Point of 
View. Though General Whitelock was 
adjudged to be “ cashiered, and declared 
“ totally unfit and unworthy to serve His 
“ Majesty in any military Capacity what- 
“ ever;”—consequently, though the Sen¬ 
tence implies a much deeper Degree of Error 
or Culpability, than was attributed to Lord 
George Sackville at Minden, as well as a 
Fault far more clearly established and re¬ 
cognized ; yet George the Third, unlike his 
Predecessor, subjoins no injurious Reflec¬ 
tions, but, simply enjoins the Publication of it, 
as a Memorial and Warning to other Officers. 
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The Duke of Richmond, who took a very 
active Part in the second Debate upon Lord 
Sackville’s Elevation to the Peerage; endea¬ 
voured to prove, from the Length of Time 
which elapsed after his Reception of Prince 
Ferdinand’s Orders to advance, that Disin¬ 
clination only on his Part to obey them, 
could have produced such a Delay. As the 
Duke had been personally present at Min- 
den, and as he declared that he held his 
Watch within his Hand, during the whole 
Time lost in obeying the Prince’s Orders, 
which, he asserted, amounted to an Hour 
and a Half; his Speech might have been ex¬ 
pected to make an Impression on the House. 
But, only twenty-eight Peers could be found 
on either Debate, to support Lord Carmar¬ 
then’s Motion; though the Number voting 
against it, rose from seventy-five to ninety- 
three, between the two Divisions, on the 7th 
and the 18th of February. It happened 
likewise, most unfortunately for the Duke of 
Richmond, that while lie thus attempted to 
attack Lord Sackville’s personal Courage, 
his own lay under very general Suspicion. 
He had brought forward, only a few Days 
before, in the House of Peers, the Case of 
an American Colonel Haynes, executed at 
2x2 
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Charlestown, under Lord Rawdon’s Autho¬ 
rity, in the preceding Year. The Expres¬ 
sions or Assertions which His Grace used, 
when relating this Transaction, gave such 
Offence to the Nobleman against whom they 
were levelled, that he soon afterwards called 
the Duke to a severe Account. But, as he 
declined giving any individual Satisfaction 
for an Act done in his Parliamentary Capa¬ 
city, Lord Rawdon compelled him to de¬ 
clare in his Place, that by his Accusation 
V he had not intended any Attack on Lord 
Rawdon’s Justice or Humanity:” a Do- 
claration, apparently at Variance with his 
preceding Charge. Lord George Lenox, as 
I know, entertained a very different Opinion 
of Lord Sackville’s Behaviour at Mindeii, as, 
well as of the Sentence pronounced on his 
Conduct, from the Ideas expressed by the 
Duke, his Brother. Not two Years after the 
Facts just related, had taken Place, I dined 
in a select Company with Lord Sackville 
and Lord George Lenox, at the House of a 
General Officer in London. When we’went 
up to the Drawing Room after Dinner, no' 
Entreaties could prevail on Lord George to 
walk first out of the Apartment. “ As the 
* Son of a Duke of earlier Creation, I would 
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“ do it,” said he to Lord Sackville; but, as 
“ a General Officer, nothing can induce me 
ei to precede your Lordship.” Lord Sack> 
ville was restrained by the Exhortations and 
Advice of Lord Amherst, from calling on 
the Marquis of Carmarthen to answer to him 
personally, for his double Attack. I had 
the Honor to know him, before, as well as 
after, he became Duke of Leeds. He was 
a Nobleman highly accomplished, of the 
most pleasing Manners, of very elegant De¬ 
portment, of ^ lofty Mind, and of consider¬ 
able Talents. But, the Part which he took 
on this Occasion, did not constitute the most 
commendable Act of his political Life. Pos¬ 
terity will form their Opinion on it, divested 
of Prejudice. • His^ Contemporaries saw it 
merely through the Optics of Party, the 
most deceptive of all Mediums. While only 
twenty-eight Peers supported the Motion on 
both* Occasions, nearly a hundred voted/ 
against it on the final Debate. These aggre¬ 
gate Numbers appear, indeed small to us; 
but, we must recollect the limited Extent of 
the Peerage, compared with the present 
Times. It was neither Lord Bute, nor Lord 
North, but, Mr. Pitt, who augmented the • 
Members of that House, if not with, a pro- 
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fuse, yet unquestionably with an unsparing 
Hand. In 1782 there existed only one hun- 
dred and eighty-seven English Peers. We 
have now above three hundred. Perhaps, 
however, that Augmentation, great as it is, 
bears only a relative Proportion to the En- 
crease of national Revenue, Population, and 
Territory, within the last thirty Years. 

[6th—20th Feb.] While Lord Sackville 
was personally attacked in one House of 
Parliament, the Earl of Sandwich under¬ 
went no less severe an Enquiry into his 
official Conduct, as first Lord of the Admi¬ 
ralty, in the House of Commons. Fox, act¬ 
ing as his Accuser, united the keenest Sar¬ 
casms, with the most able and laborious 
Investigation of the Naval Administration. 
He was sustained in all his Charges, by Mr. 
Pitt, by Admiral Keppel, and by Lord 
Howe. Under this Accumulation of Talent 
and of Eloquence, the Minister labored hard 
to protect his Colleague: but the House be¬ 
gan to manifest some Indications of Reluct¬ 
ance to extend further Support. Animated 
by such obvious Symptoms of the Decline of 
Lord North’s Influence in that Assembly, 
the Opposition renewed their Efforts. And 
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if they did not overthrow, they at least shook 
to its Base, the Ministry. After two De¬ 
bates, protracted to a late Hour, in the first 
of which, the Members present, fell little 
short of four hundred, a Majority of only 
twenty-two appeared on the Side of Adminis¬ 
tration. In the second Debate, on the 20th 
of February, where more than four hundred 
and fifty Persons actually voted, a still 
smaller Majority, consisting only of nineteen , 
negatived Fox’s Proposition, attributing 
“ gross Mismanagement” to the Nobleman 
at the Head of the Admiralty. Two such 
Divisions, following close upon Lord Sack- 
ville’s Resignation, afforded ample Triumph 
to the Minority, while they diffused propor¬ 
tionate Apprehension among the Adherents 
of Government* 

I was present at both those Debates, and 
voted on both Evenings, with Ministers. 
Not that I either then thought, or am even 
now of Opinion, that no Degree of Error, 
perhaps, of Blame, might justly be attributed 
to the Earl of Sandwich. Fox assumed in¬ 
deed, as a Principle, that “ it was not neces- 
“ sary to criminate a Minister, in Order to 
“ address the Throne for his Removal from 
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“ Office. If he was incapable, or unfortu * 
“ nate , or disliked ;—any one of those Causes 
“ constituted sufficient Reason for his Dis- 
“ mission.” That Lord Sandwich was emi¬ 
nently unfortunate in the Selection of naval 
Commanders, with almost the single Excep¬ 
tions of Barrington and Rodney, cannot be 
denied. Nor was he more fortunate in sav¬ 
ing our homeward and outward bound mer¬ 
cantile Fleets, many of which fell into the 
Enemy’s Hands. Neither did our Squa¬ 
drons intercept, combat, and vanquish the 
Fleets of the House of Bourbon, as they had 
done during the preceding War. All these 
Facts must-be conceded. It is equally true 
that he had incurred a great Portion of na¬ 
tional ill Will, and had made inveterate 
Enemies, particularly in the Navy. He was 
become very generally unpopular in 1782. 
If therefore, those two Reasons are esteemed 
sufficient to call for his Dismission, no Doubt 
Fox had Reason on his Side. But, on the 
Article of Inability, his Attack was altoge¬ 
ther untenable. Few Men of high Rank 
possessed and manifested more Energy, Im 
dustry, Enlargement of Mind, and Variety 
of Talent, than that Nobleman. He found; 
on-coming into Employment, fts Head of the 
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Admiralty, the Magazines and Store-houses 
of all the Dock Yards, exhausted, or empty. 
He replenished them. He had, by the Vi¬ 
gor of his Exertions, overcome the danger¬ 
ous Combinations formed by the Workmen 
in the royal Yards. He had repaired, near 
one Hundred and fifty Ships of War, during 
his naval Administration. But, Unanimity, 
Concord, Enthusiasm, he neither could pre¬ 
serve, nor create, nor revive, among the Offi¬ 
cers under his Department. Probably, this 
Calamity originated more in the Nature of 
the War, than from the Fault of Lord Sand¬ 
wich : the Obloquy and the Punishment 
however fell upon him. 

The two Debates, of the 7th'and the 20th 
of February, had, each, their peculiar Fea¬ 
tures. In the first, Fox performed the prin¬ 
cipal Part, as Lord Mulgrave did the se¬ 
cond ; one attacking, the other defending the 
Nobleman whose Administration was under 
Parliamentary Enquiry. Keppel said little; 
but, Lord Howe flung all his Weight into 
the Scale of Opposition. Pitt likewise 
added his powerful Eloquence to that Party. 
If ever I beheld Lord North in earnest, by 
which I mean, anxiously desirous to protect 
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and to justify his Colleague, it was on the 
Evening in Question. He doubtless felt, 
that having lost Lord George Germain, and 
only metamorphosed the Treasurer of the 
Navy into a Secretary of State, by which 
Transmutation, no Accession of Interest or 
of Ability would be gained to Government; 

-if Lord Sandwich should likewise be 

driven from his Situation, his own Continu¬ 
ance at the Head of His Majesty’s Councils, 
must become very precarious. While how¬ 
ever he highly justified, and even extolled 
the Earl of Sandwich’s professional Services, 
he admitted that many of the most popular 
naval Commanders were unemployed and 
disgusted; but, he denied that their Disgust 
was by any Means attributable to Ministers. 
Sheridan availing himself with great Inge¬ 
nuity and Promptitude, of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer’s Assertion, called on the 
Admirals present by Name, and invoked 
them to declare the Reasons of their res¬ 
pective Retirement from active Service. Nor 
did he fail to represent Lord North’s Expres¬ 
sion, as insulting to those Officers, as well 
as deficient in Modesty or Decency. Lord 
Howe nevertheless declined to say one Word 
in Explanation of his own Motives for with- 
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drawing from Employment, though the 
House waited for some Moments, in silent 
Expectation of his gratifying their Curiosity. 
Blit, Pigot, either more irritated against the 
first Lord of the Admiralty, or more impli¬ 
citly devoted to Fox, rose, and explained 
the Causes of his Dissatisfaction. They 
were singular, and obtained Belief, when he 
asserted that having made an Offer of his 
Services to Lord Sandwich, that Nobleman 
in Reply asked him for his Interest at the 
India House, where several of his own 
Friends were under Prosecution for having 
arrested and confined Lord Pigot, when 
Governor of Madras. “ On my refusing,” 
continued the Admiral, “ to take Part in 
“ Favor of Men who had caused my Bro- 
“ ther’s Death, Lord Sandwich, with a Sneer 
“ informed me, that he would lay before His 
“ Majesty, my Readiness to serve him : but 
“ from that Hour, I have never received any 
“Answer.” 

I have heard it confidently asserted by 
Persons who were conversant in the secret 
History of those Times, that between the 
first and the second Debate, Lord Sandwich 
received a Proposition, the Object of which 
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was to induce him to give in his immediate 
Resignation ; offering him, as a Recompense 
for this Service done to the Crown and to 
Administration, the Order of the Garter , 
together with a Pension of four thousand 
Pounds a Year for Life. I have not the 
least Doubt of the Truth of this Anecdote. 
Indeed, Fox alluded to it, in the Course of 
the second Discussion relative to the Noble¬ 
man at the Head of the Admiralty; but he 
affected to consider it as merely a Report 
set on Foot by Ministers, in Order to serve 
the Purpose of the Day, and to mislead the 
Country Gentlemen with Promises or Ex¬ 
pectations never intended to be realized. 
Lord Sandwich rejected the Proposal, 
though coming from Lord North; and 
though the State of his private Fortune was 
so limited or so embarrassed, as by no 
Means to place him above the Necessity of 
looking to official Situation. Such a Rejec¬ 
tion seems to indicate that he entertained the 
most sanguine, though, as the Event proved, 
the most fallacious Expectations, of the 
Duration of Ministry; or that he grossly 
miscalculated his own Interests. In less 
than six Weeks afterwards, 1 saw his Fur¬ 
niture carrying off from the „ Admiralty, of 
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which official Residence, Keppel, just named 
his Successor, was taking Possession. 

[20th February.] Fox, who opened the 
second Debate on Lord Sandwich, as he 
had done the first; elated, as it was natural 
he should be, at the Division on the prece¬ 
ding Question, began by observing that 
“ under any other Administration than the 
“ present, the Number of Persons who had 
“ voted with Opposition on a former Night, 
“ would have been regarded as a Majority.” 
“ For,” added he, “ they certainly cohsti- 
“ tuted the Voice of the People; nor would 
“ any Minister except the noble Lord in the 
“ blue Ribband, presume to retain a Man 
“ in Employment, against whom the popu- 
“ lar Sentiment had been so loudly pro- 
“ bounced.” The Motion, which attributed 
“ great Mismanagement to His Majesty’s 
“ naval Affairs in the Year 1781,” was se¬ 
conded by Pitt; and I believe, it forms the 
only Instance on Record, where the one of 
those two illustrious Individuals moved, and 
the other seconded the same Question, dur¬ 
ing their long Parliamentary Career. In 
the Progress of the Debate, Pitt took an 
active Part, enforcing with great Warmth, 
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the Proofs adduced of the Inability or Mis¬ 
conduct of the first Lord of the Admiralty; 
From every Quarter, Government was as¬ 
sailed. General Conway, Dunning, and 
Sheridan, united on the same Side, the 
Powers of Reason, Wit, and Argument; 
while Admiral Keppel and Lord Howe 
attacked in Detail, by a Statement of Facts, 
the official Administration of Lord Sand¬ 
wich ; which they stigmatized as deficient 
in Judgment, Energy, and Activity. Lord 
North remained silent: but, Lord Mulgrave 
maintained with no inconsiderable Ability, 
the Claims of his Principal, to national Res¬ 
pect, Approbation, and Gratitude. Dun- 
das, who never absented himself, or shrunk 
from the Call of political Adherence, came 
forward manfully on the Occasion. It was 
however from another Individual that Ad¬ 
ministration received the most seasonable, 
as well as efficacious Aid. Sir William 
Dolben, whose double Capacity, as a Coun¬ 
try Gentleman, and as one of the Represen¬ 
tatives for the University of Oxford, gave 
him a proportionate Weight; though he ad¬ 
mitted the alledged Mismanagement to be 
sufficiently proved by the Contents of the 
Papers laid on the Table, yet refused to 
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support a Motion for the Dismission of Lord 
Sandwich. Still less, he said, could he 
concur in a Vote for bringing that Nobleman 
to Trial. In vain Mr. Thomas Pitt, with the 
wheedling and querulous Eloquence which 
characterized him, endeavoured to demon¬ 
strate the Inconsistency or Contradiction of 
such a Line of Parliamentary Action. Vain¬ 
ly he tried to shew that no Man who con¬ 
curred in finding the Culpability, could he¬ 
sitate to punish the Offender. Sir William 
Dolben stopt short; declaring at the same 
Time, that he should not even support the 
present Question, if it was intended or un¬ 
derstood to be a Preliminary to stronger 
and more personal Steps. It became there¬ 
fore evident that there was a Point, at which 
Individuals who were of no Party, would 
make a Stand, and withhold their Support 
from Opposition. 

[22nd February.] Every Day, from this 
Time down to the Hour when Lord North 
suddenly threw up the Administration of 
Affairs, was marked by the most violent 
Exertions on both Sides. Incredible Efforts 
were made to procure Attendance in Parlia¬ 
ment. The Opposition, conscious that not 
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a Moment should be lost, allowed the Mi¬ 
nister no Respite. Having compelled the 
Colonial Secretary of State to give in his 
JDismission, and impressed, an indelible 
Mark of Parliamentary Condemnation or 
Censure on the first Lord of the Admiralty, 
they directed their next Operations against 
Lord North himself, as the Head of the 
State Machine. Scarcely forty-eight Hours 
after the last Debate on Lord Sandwich, 
General Conway introduced a Motion for 
addressing His Majesty, “ to renounce any 
“ further Attempts to reduce America by 
“ Force.” Notwithstanding the Eloquence 
of the new Secretary of State, Mr. Ellis, 
who on this Occasion displayed very consi¬ 
derable Talents, it became impossible to 
induce the House to maintain the Contest. 
Burke, in Addition to all the Arguments 
suggested by the Nature of the Subject, and 
the exhausted Condition of Great Britain; 
oppressed the recently appointed Minister, 
under the Flashes of intolerable Wit, sup¬ 
ported by the keenest Ridicule. Never on 
any Occasion was he more happy in his Al¬ 
lusions, or more pointed in his Irony! After 
felicitating Mr. Ellis on succeeding as Heir 
to the noble Viscount, at whose Feet he had 
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been brought up, and whose political Opinir 
ons he implicitly adopted; Burke compared 
him to a Caterpillar, who having long remain¬ 
ed. in a torpid State, within the silken Folds 
of his lucrative Employment as Treasurer 
of the Navy, now bursting his Ligaments, 
fluttered forth, the Secretary of the Hour. 
Pursuing this Comparison with inconceivr 
able Humor, he directed the whole Force 
of his powerful Mind, in impelling his Au¬ 
dience no longer to support a hopeless, rui T 
nous, and unavailing Conflict. I have ah 
ways considered this Debate, as one of the 
most interesting of any at which I ever was 
present. General Conway performed the 
principal, but, by no means the most brib 
liant Part in it, The Opposition, during 
the Course of this great Siege, .which in 
1782 had already lasted nearly as long as 
the War of Troy, selected their Assailants 
for each progressive Attack, as Homer does 
his Heroes. The General, on whom fell the 
present Effort, was not distinguished by the 
Superiority of his Eloquence. Neverther 
less, he drew universal Attention, when, 
addressing himself to the new Secretary of 
State for America, he demanded what were 
the Right Honorable Gentleman’s Intep- 
vol. ij. 2 e 
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tions, or on what Principles he meant hence¬ 
forward to conduct the Trans-Atlantic .Con¬ 
test. Nor was the Attention diminished, 
when, expressing his Apprehensions that in 
Mr. Ellis would survive all his Predecessor’s 
political Sentiments, Conway exclaimed in 
the Words of Horace to the Homan Re- 
public, after the Fury of the civil Wars, 

O Navis! referent in Mare te novi 

Fluctus l - 

Lord John Cavendish was chosen to se¬ 
cond the Motion. It must be owned that 
Ellis’s Position demanded Talents of no 
common Order, to enable him to meet so 
severe and so formidable an Inquisition. 
The Opposition Rows, full in his View, 
were crowded with eager Candidates for 
Power, animated by Hope, and impelled by 
Ambition; while a deep Cloud overhung 
the Treasury Bench, and spread its chilling 
Influence over that Part of the House. The 
new, but, aged Minister, felt all the Awk¬ 
wardness, Difficulties, and Embarrassment 
of his Situation. There was even some 
Degree of Ridicule attached to a Man of 
Seventy accepting such an Employment, 
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tinder the desperate Circumstances in which 
he had taken it, on Lord Sackville’s Resig¬ 
nation. In Order to obviate these Objec¬ 
tions, Mr. Ellis, after acquitting himself with 
great Circumspection, Gravity, and Ability, 
in the Course of a long Speech, finished by 
observing, that “he had come into the Of- 
“ fice which he held, to employ the Remains 
“ of Vigor left him by Age and Infirmity, 
“ for the Benefit of the State.” “ I have 
“ now made,” said he, “ my Confession of 
“ Faith, and trust it may prove satisfactory 
“ to the House.” Burke instantly fastened 
like a Vulture, on the Secretary’s Declara¬ 
tion “ A Confession of Faith,” observed 
he, “ more obscure, more absurd, more in- 
“ comprehensible, was never framed or deli- 
“ vered for the Delusion and Calamity of 
“ Mankind! Like Confessions of Faith of 
“ the same unintelligible Description, it can 
“ only be supported by Miracles. For, 
“ what Satisfaction has the young Secretary 
“ given to the House ? Not one Word have 
“ we been able to extract from him, which 
“ the last American Minister has not told 
“ us, five Years ago. The Name may indeed 
“ be changed, and henceforward it may be 
“ denominated a French War, carried on in 
2l2 
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“ the Fields of America: but, the fatal Sys- 
“ tern remains unaltered.” Then fixing his 
Eyes upon Ellis, “ I may assert,” continued 
he, “ that the late Colonial Secretary, though 
“ called up by Patent to another House, 
“ still occupies in Effigy his antient Seat. 
“ There we behold him, with all the Plans 
“ for reducing America, thick upon him. He 
“ is the universal Legatee of the noble Lord, 
“ who has bequeathed to him all his own 
“ Projects; nay, his very Language and 
“ Ideas; his ipsissima Verba. He still lives 
“ and speaks among us, only transformed 
■“ into the Appearance and Form of the 
“ Right Honorable Gentleman.” £ 

Jenkinson having risen soon afterwards, 
with the Intention of explaining to the 
House, the precise Description of the War 
prospectively intended to be carried on be¬ 
yond the Atlantic, and thus satisfying the 
Enquiries of Opposition; observed, that “his 
“ Idea embraced only a War of Posts; to 
“ retain henceforward no regular Army in 
“ the Field; but, while we kept Possession 
“ of certain military Positions, to attack the 
“ Enemy whenever any favorable Occasions 
“ should present themselves.” As Burke 
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had pounced upon the Secretary of State, 
so Fox started up to answer the Secretary 
at War. After congratulating the House 
and the Country, that two Hundred and nine¬ 
teen independent Men had been found on the 
recent Question respecting the Nobleman at 
the Head of the Admiralty; he observed, 
that if the People would only consider the 
Number of Placemen and Contractors, who 
most unworthily occupied Seats in that As¬ 
sembly, the late Division, must be esteemed 
an unequivocal Majority against Adminis¬ 
tration. “ I am however glad,” exclaimed 
he, to have at length ascertained from the 
“ Speech of the Right Honorable Gentle- 
“ man that has just sat down, who is that 
“ evil Spirit which produces all our Calamb 
“ ties. It is an Individual higher than the 
“ noble Lord in the blue Ribband:—for, 
“ that noble Person is only his Puppet , and 
“ acts under his Direction. The Right Ho- 
“ norable Member has spoken out, and I 
“ will take the Word of a Principal. Those 
“ ostensible Ministers who occupy Seats on 
“ the same Bench near him, are merely se- 
“ condary and subordinate Agents. That in- 
(( fernal Spirit which really governs, and has 
“ so nearly overturned this Country ; a Spirit, 
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“ ivhich, though not so visible as Ministers, is 
il far greater than them; has spoken through 
“ the Mouth of the Right Honorable Gentle - 
“ man. We now perceive that the War be- 
“ yond the Atlantic, is to be prosecuted as 
“ violently as heretofore; but it is to be car- 
“ ried on luith America, and not in Ame- 
“ rica.” Jenkinson rose, solely for the Pur* 
pose of disavowing that he was animated by 
any Spirit except his own, and the Debate 
took a new Turn. 

When we reflect on the Import of Fox’s 
Expressions, and consider how obviously, 
or rather unavoidably they applied to the 
Sovereign;—if we further call to our Atten¬ 
tion, that Fox was at that very Moment- a 
Candidate for high Office, and became ac¬ 
tually Secretary of State to the Prince 
against whom he had levelled such Impu¬ 
tations, within six Weeks after he used them 
in Parliament; we ought not to be sur¬ 
prized that His Majesty could not imme¬ 
diately obliterate them from his Recollec¬ 
tion. Even had they been as well founded, 
as I consider them to have been erroneous 
or exaggerated, they were not the less con¬ 
trary to every Dictate of Prudence. Pitt. 
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however violent and personal he might be 
against Ministers, yet observed Measures in 
his Indignation. The different political For¬ 
tune of the two Individuals, flowed princi¬ 
pally from this opposite Line of Conduct. 
Fox, in the Ardor of his Pursuit, forgot 
that any Moderation was necessary, either 
towards the King, or towards Lord North. 
He ought nevertheless to have foreseen, how 
soon Contingencies might impel him to coa¬ 
lesce with the Minister, whom he now held 
up to national Aversion. And he should 
have remembered that it is easier to force 
the Barriers of State, than to stand firm 
within them. He seemed never to recollect 
that the Marquis of Rockingham’s first 
Administration lasted scarcely ten Months. 
His second Possession of Power, was fated 
to be of much shorter Duration. So difficult 
is it, even under the British Constitution, to 
govern without the Consent or Inclination of 
the Monarch! 

Lord North, who never wanted Presence 
of Mind, or betrayed any Defect of Capa¬ 
city; and who knew that however odious 
the American War had become, he was per¬ 
sonally beloved; endeavoured to stimulate 
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the Opposition to propose an Address to 
the Crown for his Removal, as being, He 
said, a Measure more advantageous to the 
State, than to leave him ostensibly possessed 
of Power, while his Hands would be fet¬ 
tered by Resolutions of the House. But, 
Fox and his Adherents well knew that they 
could not carry any such Proposition. They" 
were only powerful upon one Point. Fox 
endeavoured on his Side, to induce the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland to vote with them 
for the Termination of the American War; 
charging him with Inconsistency, or with 
personal Animosity towards the late Ame¬ 
rican Secretary, if he should now support 
the very Measures when proposed by Mr. 
Ellis, which he had reprobated from the 
Lips of Lord George Germain. It must be 
owned that Dundas lay open to that Impu¬ 
tation, as did Rigby; though they both jus¬ 
tified themselves with Ingenuity. The Pay¬ 
master of the Forces, while he avowed that 
no Hope of reducing the Colonies to Obe¬ 
dience now remained, and professing at the 
same Time his ardent Desire of Peace, yet 
refused to tye up the Powers of the execu¬ 
tive Government. Both the Pitts , William 
and Thomas, exerted their different orato- 
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rical Efforts on that Night, and might be 
considered as well entitled to 

“ Pursue the Triumph, and partake the Gale^” 

The former, dignified, impressive, collected, 
was always heard with a Sort of Veneration, 
as the living Substitute of him who under 
two successive Reigns had subjected our 
foreign Enemies, while he trampled Opposi¬ 
tion under his Eeet. The latter, solemn 
and declamatory, if not theatrical; some¬ 
times whining, yet often appealing with great 
Effect to the Passions, or to the Under¬ 
standing of the House, scarcely drew less 
Attention. Their joint Co-operation unques¬ 
tionably conduced to the Success, which 
crowned the Party at the Conclusion of the 
Debate. On that Night, the American War 
may indeed be said to have virtually termi¬ 
nated; the Question being carried on the 
Part of Government, by only one Vote, 
though near three hundred and ninety Mem¬ 
bers divided. Many of those who supported 
the Minister, seemed not less rejoiced at the 
apparent Conclusion of the War, than the 
Persons on the opposite Side: and it has 
been supposed, with Reason, that Lord North 
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himself, whose Disinclination to prosecute 
Hostilities beyond the Atlantic, was well 
known; did not really regret, though he was 
necessitated to oppose, the Motion of Gene¬ 
ral Conway. Far from manifesting any In¬ 
tention of laying down his Office in Conse¬ 
quence of it, he performed one of the most 
important Functions of First Minister, only 
three Days afterwards, by opening the 
Budget , and proposing a Loan. It is true 
that he postponed the Task of stating the 
Taxes to be imposed; but he did not the 
less declare his Determination to continue 
at the Head of His Majesty’s Councils: nor 
did those Persons who were most in his 
Confidence, either question his Sincerity, or 
doubt his Resolution. 

[25th February.] Retaining, as it was na¬ 
tural that he should do, a deep and acute 
Recollection of the severe Investigation, 
(which Fox denominated Chastisement ,) in¬ 
flicted on him for the Terms on which he 
had concluded the Loan of the preceding 
Year; Lord North adopted every Precaution 
on the present Occasion, to protect himself 
from similar Animadversion. Instead there¬ 
fore of allowing Individuals to make private 
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Offers, he preferred a close Subscription 
with two different Sets of Men, each igno¬ 
rant of the Conditions proposed by the other. 
Notwithstanding this Renunciation of all 
ministerial Influence in the Distribution of 
any Part of the Loan, he by no Means suc¬ 
ceeded in disarming his Opponents, or in 
silencing calumnious Imputations. George 
Byng attacked the Terms, as in themselves 
bad, though he admitted them to be far less 
exceptionable than those of 1781. But, Fox 
inveighed against “ the Mode adopted by 
“ the noble Lord, of limiting Loans to a few 
“ Individuals, which he maintained to be 
“ merely a Manoeuvre of Government.” 
“ Under that dark Cloak,” exclaimed he, 
“are concealed all the Douceurs given to 
“ Members of this House, to Placemen and 
“ Contractors. Here we may perceive how 
“ the Majorities were procured, which have 
m voted the Prosecution of the American 
“ War, as well as the Rejection of the Mo- 
“ tions relative to the Navy.” Justly indig¬ 
nant at such a Charge, and conscious of the 
Rectitude of his ministerial Conduct, Lord 
North rose to repel the Accusation. “ I 
“ solemnly and seriously protest,” said he, 
“ that so far from having negotiated the pre- 
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“ sent Loan with any View to Influence, I 
“ have not, directly or indirectly, recora- 
“ mended one Person for the smallest Share 
“ or Portion of it. Nor do I even know by 
“ whom the ostensible Contractors for it, 
“ are supported in making their Payments. 
“ Two Millions of it were indeed offered to 
“ me, to be filled up with whatever Names I 
“ might select; but I peremptorily refused 
“ the Proposal.” 

Still incredulous, or more properly to 
speak, determined not to be convinced, 
Mr. Thomas Townsend affected to sup¬ 
pose, that though the First Minister had 
not interfered personally in the Distribution 
of the Loan, yet the official Persons who 
surrounded him, were unable to make the 
same Declaration. “ Would the two Secre- 
“ taries of the Treasury venture to assert, 
“ that they had not recommended Indivi- 
“ duals to fill the Lists of the ostensible 
“ Contractors for the Loan ?” This Question 
called up Robinson, who protested upon his 
Honor that he neither had recommended, 
nor would mention any Person to be placed 
on the List. Sir Grey Cooper reiterated the 
same Assurances; adding, that they could 
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not, even had they been so inclined, disobey 
the positive Injunctions of the first Lord of 
the Treasury. Burke pretended, notwith¬ 
standing such specific Declarations on the 
Part of Men in Office, to consider the Bar¬ 
gain as calculated to conceal, while it pro¬ 
moted, ministerial Influence. It is however 
well known that never was any Measure of 
Finance conducted on Principles more pure, 
disinterested, and wholly exempt from a 
View to sustain Administration. It was in¬ 
deed so exempt from any Imputation or Re¬ 
proach of that Nature, by the total Exclu¬ 
sion of Members of Parliament who had 
anticipated a Share in it, as to have occa¬ 
sioned in Consequence of the Disappoint¬ 
ment, some mercantile Catastrophes, and 
even some more melancholy domestic or 
personal Scenes, over which 1 draw a Veil. 
Lord North having stated the Amount of the 
Loan, and the Nature of the Terms pro¬ 
posed, entreated of the House to excuse him 
if he did not enter on the Enumeration of 
his intended Taxes, for a few Days; “ pos- 
“ sessing,” he said, “ neither Strength of 
“ Body, nor sufficient intellectual Power and 
“ Clearness of Understanding, to comply 
“ with the ordinary Practice of laying before 
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“ them on the same Evening, both the Loan 
“ and the Taxes.” This Indulgence was 
not denied him. 

It became indeed apparent, that though a 
Majority of the House of Commons might 
be still disposed to support the Ministry, 
they were altogether weary of continuing 
that Contest for the Reduction of America, 
which during near seven Years had pro¬ 
duced only an Accumulation of Expense, of 
Disgrace, and of Misfortune. But, on the 
other Hand, the Opposition soon discover¬ 
ed that the compulsory Termination of the 
American War, and the Resignation of Lord 
North, constituted by no Means, as they 
had flattered themselves, things synonymous, 
or inseparable. When General Conway, 
encouraged by the Event of his late Motion, 
brought the Subject again before the House, 
he indeed out-numbered the Minister on the 
Division, by nineteen , leaving him thus in a 
Minority. 

[27th February.] On this Occasion Con¬ 
way attempted to induce, or rather to oblige 
Dundas and Rigby to vote with him, by 
reminding them of their late Declarations 
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respecting the American War. And he ob¬ 
served, that “ if he might borrow an Allu- 
“ sion from the sacred Text, he should say 
“ that they, as well as many other Members 
“ of the House, had received the Gift of 
“ Tongues. Cloven Tongues had alighted 
“ upon them. Not, indeed, Tongues of 
“ Sincerity and Truth; but, double Tongues; 
“ one for Parliament; the other for private 
“ Society.” This singular Metaphor, drawn 
from such a Source, excited no ordinary 
Sensation. Lord North, who no doubt felt 
that his own Sincerity might become ques¬ 
tionable at St. James’s, if he did not strenu¬ 
ously oppose the Motion; endeavoured by 
every Pledge and Assurance that he could 
give, to prove that Ministry had renounced 
all Intention of carrying on offensive War 
beyond the Atlantic. “ If, however,” he 
added, “ no Faith was lent to these Pro- 
testations, and that the Truth or Integrity 
“ of Ministers was doubted, it became the 
“ House to address the Crown for their 
“ Removal, and for the Appointment of 
“ Successors entitled to Parliamentary Con- 
“ fidence. Should this House,” continued 
he, v withdraw from me the Confidence 
“ which they have so long reposed in me. 
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“ it will become my Duty, without staying 
ft for an Address to remove me, to wait on 
“ my Sovereign, to present him the Seal of 
“ my Office, and to say, Sir, 1 have served 
“ you long and zealously; but, your Par- 
“ liament will no longer confide in me. 
“ Suffer me therefore to resign into Your 
“ Majesty’s Hands, all my Employments, 
4t in Order that they may be bestowed on 
t( some other Person, who, with better Suc- 
“ cess, though not with more Fidelity or 
“ Zeal, will give Satisfaction to the Coun- 
“ try.” Then adverting to Conway’s Re¬ 
proach of the “ cloven Tongues.” He sub¬ 
joined with more than common Emphasis, 
“ I do not wish for the Support of any such 
“ double-tongued Senators. I desire to 
“ stand this Night, solely on the Merits of 
“ my Cause. And I now call upon all my 
“ Friends to put out of their View, every 
“ Consideration personal to myself. Let 
“ them vote according to the Dictates of 
“ their unbiassed Judgment! The Removal 
“ of Ministers, forms no Punishment. His 
“ Majesty has a Right to call to his Coun- 
“ cils, or to exclude from them, whomever 
“ he may please. I thank God, Mr. Speaker, 
“ that mere Disgrace, in the ministerial Sense 
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“ of the Term, constitutes no Crime! The 
“ Constitution has conferred on the King, 
“ the Power of dismissing his confidential 
“ Servants at his Pleasure: but, it has pro- 
“ vided that the Dismission shall not entail 
“ any Criminality; because in the Eye of 
“ the Law, no Individual can be pronounced 
“ criminal without a fair Trial.” Never, pro¬ 
bably, in the Records of Parliament, was a 
more manly, yet affecting Appeal made by 
any Minister, to the Feelings and Principles 
of his Audience. When Lord North sate 
down, the Attorney General rose; and after 
pointing out the Impediments that presented 
themselves to an immediate Peace with the 
Colonies, proposed a Truce , as at once more 
judicious, beneficial, and practicable. He 
added, that he had already prepared a Mo¬ 
tion for Leave to introduce a Bill, enabling 
the Ministers to treat on this Ground. And 
with a View to Expedition, in Order that 
not a Moment might be lost, he concluded 
by moving that “ the present Debate be ad? 
“ journed for a Fortnight.” 

Alarmed at the Idea that in Consequence 
of the Attorney General’s Proposition, the 
Prey which they had so nearly hunted dowi^ 

vol. 11 . 2 m 
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might yet escape them; the leading Mem¬ 
bers of Opposition fastened upon it with 
equal Violence.and Ability. Pitt led the 
Way, and endeavoured to demonstrate, as 
he had done in preceding Debates, that no 
Confidence could be reposed in the minis¬ 
terial Promises. “ Was there,” he demanded, 
“ one Assurance which they had not falsi- 
“ tied? Was there any Plan of Operations 
“ in which they coincided? No! Their 
“ whole System was incessant Vacillation, 
“ in which the House could place no Trust.” 
With uncommon Ingenuity and Acumen, 
Dunning, who already beheld a Coronet, as 
Macbeth does a Dagger, marshalling his 
Way; and who within five Weeks afterwards, 
actually kissed the King’s Hand, on being 
raised to the Peerage;—-—Dunning attacked 
the Minister’s Speech, as the most unintel¬ 
ligible and incomprehensible Farrago, ever 
pronounced within the Walls of the House. 
He protested that he did not understand one 
Syllable of it; that it was a mere Specimen 
of human Duplicity, calculated for Purposes 
of State Deception, unworthy of Reply. His 
learned Friend, (Wallace’s) Truce , he treated 
as a wretched Stratagem of an expiring 
Party, only designed to allure over to the 
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Minister’s Side, three or four undecided 
Votes. With persuasive Earnestness he en? 
treated the Assembly to support the Motion 
proposed by Conway, as the only temperate 
and conclusive Measure for binding down 
the Administration, fox added his Weight 
to these Arguments, and stigmatized the 
proposed Truce , which he denominated a 
Trick, adopted for the Purpose of protracts 
ing the Existence of Ministry, who hoped 
thereby to gain the Respite of a few Days. 

The new Secretary of State took no active 
Part in the Discussion of that interesting 
Evening, nor once opened his Lips. He 
seemed indeed not to have recovered the 
JEffect produced by Burke’s insulting Irony, 
only a few Days earlier, and contented him r 
self with giving a silent Support. Not so 
Dundas. The characteristic Energy of his 
Mind always propelled him forward; and 
having answered General Conway’s Impu¬ 
tation of speaking with a double Tongue , 
which Act of Inconsistence he disclaimed, 
either in, or out of Parliament, he warmly 
supported the Attorney General’s Proposal. 
But, it was likewise sustained from another 
Quarter. Sir William Dolben, who had 
2 m 2 



532 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1782 . 


voted with Opposition on the 22d, rose for 
the Purpose of declaring that he considered 
the proposed Measure of a Truce , as the 
most proper to he adopted, and refused to 
proceed another Step against the existing 
Administration. As his Example might 
operate with great Effect among the Country 
Gentlemen, who formed so large, as well as 
so respectable and independent a Portion of 
the Assembly, Sir William was instantly 
assailed from a Variety of Quarters. Mr. 
Thomas Townsend besought him to examine 
his Conscience, before he gave so inconsistent 
a Vote; while Powis lamented the Defection 
of an Individual, whose private Character 
justly excited universal Respect. “ As a 
“ Friend,” said he, “ I regret, but, as a 
“ Member of this House, I reprobate his 
“ Line of Conduct. Nor do I comprehend 
“ how, after such contradictory Behaviour, 
“ he can look his Constituents or his Coun- 
“ try, in the Face.” Sir Fletcher Norton 
endeavoured to demonstrate, that the former 
Motion of Conway, and the present, were in 
Fact the same: adding, that there had not 
happened any Change of public Affairs, 
which could warrant or justify an Alteration 
of Sentiment in the Honorable Baronet. 
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Sir William nevertheless remaining inflex¬ 
ible, and having risen a second Time, in Or¬ 
der to explain more accurately the Principles 
\vhich determined his Resolution; Sheridan 
opened on him a Battery of Wit, calculated 
to expose him to universal Ridicule. It is 
however probable that had Lord North sur¬ 
vived the Session, and continued at the Head 
of Affairs, so important a Service, rendered 
at a Crisis of such general Depression 
and Dismay, would not have remained un¬ 
rewarded. A Peerage might with Reason 
have been conferred on a Man, whose Sup¬ 
port was above all Estimation under the 
existing Circumstances. The Detestation 
nevertheless, universally excited by the Ame¬ 
rican War, had reached such a Point, as to 
overbear every Attempt to prolong its Du¬ 
ration. Previous to the Debate, the Sheriffs 
of the City of London had presented at the 
Bar, a Petition from the Lord Mayor, Al¬ 
dermen, and Common Council, imploring 
the House to interpose in such Manner as 
they should conceive to be most effectual, 
for terminating further Hostilities against 
the Colonies. Many of the most ancient 
Adherents of the Minister, began to waver. 
Sir Gilbert Elliott, who had hitherto uni- 
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formly supported Administration, made his 
Retractation, and joined the Opposition. 
Soon after one o’Clock iti the Morning; the 
Cry of Question became general. Two Hun¬ 
dred and thirty-four Persons voted with Con- 
Way. Only two Hundred and fifteen adhered 
to the Minister. No sooner was the Result 
known, and the Triumph over Lord North 
ascertained from the Chair, than the Accla¬ 
mations,—for, such they might be justly 
denominated ;—pierced the Roof, and might 
have been heard in Westminster Hall. Two 
of the Tellers on that eventful Night, still 
survive : I mean, the Earl of Lauderdale, 
and Mr. Baron Adam. The other two, 
Robinson, and George Byng, are long since 
dead. Information of the Event was in¬ 
stantly transmitted, notwithstanding the ad¬ 
vanced Hour, to His Majesty; at the Queen’s 
House. Conwtiy following up the Blow, 
carried without any Division, before the 
Assembly adjourned, an Address to the 
Throne, soliciting the Sovereign to “ stop 
“ the Prosecution of any further Hostilities 
“ against the revolted Colonies, for the Pur- 
“ pose of reducing them to Obedience by 
“ Force.” It was ordered to be presented 
by the whole House. 
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[1st—4th March.] Under these critical 
and portentous Circumstances, which seem¬ 
ed to announce still greater Changes or Con¬ 
vulsions as imminent, opened the Month of 
March. The King nevertheless retained all 
his Firmness; and though the Reply that 
he made to the Commons when they arrived 
at St. James’s, was couched in gracious 
Language, yet the Terms of it might be 
esteemed vague and general; only stating 
that “ he would adopt such Measures as he 
“ should think most conducive to restore 
“ Harmony between Great Britain and her 
“ Colonies,” without specifically promising 
not to carry on any further Operations of 
War for. their Reduction by Force. A Fact 
which made a still deeper Impression upon 
the public Mind, and which the Opposition 
considered as eloquently developing the 
royal Feelings towards his American Sub¬ 
jects, was the Appearance of General Ar¬ 
nold at Court, when the King received the 
Address. So obnoxious an Individual, 
known to breathe an inveterate Aversion 
towards his insurgent Countrymen; standing 
close to His Majesty’s Chair on such an 
Occasion, and at his right Hand, inspired 
Alarm, while it produced Animadversion. 
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Lord Surrey, than whom no Man of what¬ 
ever Rank, inherited more of the rough Spirit 
bf the Barbns who forced John to sign the 
u Magna Charta;” and who was never de¬ 
terred by any Delicacy or Respect for the 
Prejudices of a crowned Head, from utter¬ 
ing his Opinions, however unpalatable they 

might prove -this Nobleman, who began 

already to perform a prominent Part under 
Fox, in the Parliamentary Drama; rising in 
his Place, a few Days afterwards, repro¬ 
bated in the warmest Manner, “ the wanton 
“ and indecent Insult,” as he denominated 
it, offered by Ministers in the Drawing 
Room, to the Representatives of the People; 
No Nbtice having however been taken of his 
Complaint, from any Part of the House, it 
did not produce any further Debate or Pro¬ 
ceeding. 

|^4th March.] General Conway, now com¬ 
pletely Master of the Deliberations of the 
lower House, on the Subject of America; 
and not conceiving the Renunciation of all 
future Hostilities against the Colonies, to 
have been expressed from the Throne, in 
Words sufficiently affirmative; presented 
himself once more to public Notice. White 
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he proposed and carried another Address to 
the Sovereign, thanking him for his gracious 
Reply; with some Inconsistency he moved 
immediately afterwards to declare “ Ene- 
44 mies to His Majesty and to their Country, 
“ all those who should advise or attempt to 
“ prosecute offensive War on the Continent 
44 of North America.” The first Lord of the 
Treasury, after exposing the Contradiction 
of the Mover’s Conduct, in thus affecting 
to offer their Acknowledgments to the King 
for his Answer, and in the same Breath 
manifesting their Doubts of his Sincerity; 
observed, that whatever might be his private 
Opinions, lie conceived it his indispensable 
Duty to obey the Orders of a Majority 
of that Assembly. “ But,” added he, “ Par 
44 liament having expressed its Commands, 
“ it is scarcely possible that any Minister 
44 can be found, sufficiently bold, daring, and 
44 infamous, to advise his Sovereign to act in 
44 Opposition to their Wishes; I cannot 
44 therefore conceive that the present Motion, 

4 which assumes and pre-supposes the Exis- 
44 tence of such a Minister, can ever be ne- 
44 cessary.” Nor did this Objection consti¬ 
tute the sole Ground on which Lord North 
combated the Proposition, as he asserted 
that very considerable Obscurity pervaded 
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the Orders themselves; which Circumstance 
might incapacitate even the best intentioned 
Cabinet from knowing with Certainty, whe-' 
ther they were adhering to, or deviating 
from, the Pleasure of the House. 

After a Discussion of considerable Length, 
in which Thomas and William Pitt, both, took 
Part, as well as many other Members; but, 
without materially elucidating or explain¬ 
ing the Points under Investigation, Fox rose, 
and began by expressing his total Dissatisfac¬ 
tion with the Answer of the Crown. He ob¬ 
served, that he was not present in the House, 
when they voted an Address of Thanks to 
the King, as he understood, unanimously; 
though, had he been there, he should cer¬ 
tainly have coincided in that Testimony of 
personal Respect to the Sovereign. The 
Ministers alone ought to be deemed crimi¬ 
nal, for advising their royal Master to follow 
a Plan of Conduct opposed to the Advice 
of his 'faithful Commons. Then directing 
his Discourse personally to Lord North, in 
Answer to the Professions of Deference 
which he had made for the Orders of a 
Majority of that Assembly; Fox, with more 
Asperity than was natural to him, inveighed 
against these illusory Protestations, only 
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adopted or forgotten, just as the Exigencies 
of his Situation dictated. “ The Position 
“ of the noble Lord,” exclaimed he, “ is 
“ truly embarrassing. The Majority of this 
“ House has been* and is against him. Yet 
“ still he retains his Place. He stands in a 
“ Predicament unprecedented since the Re- 
“ volution. He remains in Office, when the 
“ Commons have condemned his System. 
“ Under Circumstances so unconstitutional 
“ and humiliating* he must necessarily ad- 
“ dress his Sovereign when he enters the 
“ royal Presence, in Language to the fol- 
“ lowing Effect, £ I come, Sire, to advise 
“ you to adopt a Measure totally opposite 
“ to my own Opinion; but, it is the Opinion 
“ of a Majority of the House of Commons.’ 
£< Is then this Country so reduced by Cala- 
“ mities, so poor in Spirit, or so indifferent 
“ to all Events, as to permit a Minister to 
££ conduct Affairs, in a Moment big with 
££ Danger like the present, who dares not 
££ carry into Execution his own Plans ?—No 
“ Man respects more than I do, the free, in- 
“ corrupt Voice of the Majority of this 
“ House: but, when I contemplate the Ma- 
££ jority composed of Contractors, procured 
“ by Means the most corrupt, who have 
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“ been declared ineligible to sit here, I do 
“ not respect such a Majority.” 


u I thank God,” continued Fox, “ that 
“ the House of Commons has come to the 
“ Resolutions which terminate the Ameri- 
“ can War! Those Resolutions have utterly 
“ destroyed and annihilated the Principle, 
“ they have subverted the Basis, of the pre- 
“ sent System, Corruption. It is not credi- 
“ ble that any Minister, however daring or 
“ profligate he may be, can presume to re- 
“ tain his Employment after the Intelligence 
“ which has just reached us, of the Capture 
“ of Minorca, where fifteen Hundred Troops 
“ have surrendered Prisoners of War. The 
“ Loss of that valuable Possession, in the 
“ Year 1756, drove from their Seats an Ad- 
“ ministration, far more able and powerful 
“ than the present Cabinet. This Day, a 
“ Report is current that St. Kitt’s has been 
“ taken by the Enemy ; the most important 
“ Island, with the single Exception of Ja- 
“ maica, which we still continue to retain in 
“ the West Indies.—The only Victory to 
“ which the People of this fallen Country 
“ look with Hope, or which they-hear with 
“ Exultation, is the Triumph recently gain- 
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fl ed within these Walls, over His Majesty’s 
“ Ministers, who are universally regarded as 
“ the Enemies of their Country. This Tri- 
“ umph coming now, has overcome Corrup- 
“ tion. Its Reign is terminated. If the Con- 
“ quest had sooner taken Place, perhaps 
“ some paltry, insignificant Coalitions might 
“ have been contrived, which would have 
“ rendered less unpalatable the System it- 
“ self. But, now, however Ministers may 
“ hold out for a Day, a Week, a Month, or 
“ even for a Year, the Foundation is sub- 
“ verted. It must collapse; and then effec- 
“ tual Measures may be devised to prevent 
“ its future Revival.” 

Such was nearly the Substance of this 
memorable Speech, unquestionably one of 
the most able, as well as persuasive, ever 
pronounced by Fox, and which produced a 
proportionate Effect on the Audience. Many 
Parts of it were indeed unanswerable; and 
the new Secretary of State scarcely could 
reply to the concluding Enquiries of Fox 
relative to the Fate of St. Kitt’s, which he 
however did in a few hesitating, spiritless 
Sentences. Lord North remained silent, 
nor did the Lord Advocate advance to his 
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Assistance; and under so depressed a State 
of Things, the Speaker had already prepared 
to put the Question, when Rigby rose. Ne¬ 
ver could he have appeared more oppor¬ 
tunely on the Scene, or at a Moment when 
his Exertions were more necessary to re-in- 
vigorate the ministerial Ranks. His very 
Figure and Aspect, unblushing, fearless, con¬ 
fident, as if formed to stem the Torrent of 
Opposition even when most violent, power¬ 
fully aided the Effect of his Oratory. He 
commenced by observing, that though it was 
not his Intention to divide the House, yet he 
should unquestionably give his Negative to 
the Motion, in order that it might not pass 
unanimously. And he remarked on the 
Singularity, as well as Inconsistency) of dis¬ 
approving His Majesty’s Answer, and yet 
returning him Thanks for it. This Conduct 
sufficiently proved that the Charge so often 
made against Ministers, of being divided 
among themselves, might with more Justice 
be applied to Opposition. “ As to the Mo- 
“ tion,” subjoined he, “ declaring Enemies 
“ to their Country, all such as should advise 
“ the King to continue War against the Co- 
Monies, I consider it nugatory: because 1 
“ cannot suppose that any Member of Ad-r 
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“ ministration, will dare to disobey the po- 
“ sitive Injunctions of this House. But, 
“ probably it has been devised and adopted, 
“ merely to calm tender Consciences, there- 
“ by to conceal Dissensions. Thus, the 
“ Vote of Thanks, and the present Motion, 
“ are intended to balance each other. I ima- 
“ gine, one Set,of Men may have consented 
“ to support the first; under the Condition, 
“ that another Description will agree to vote 
“ the second.” 

“ Much has been said,” continued Rigby, 
“ about Majorities which have voted against 
ft the noble Lord in the blue Ribband. 
** And how has he got the better of those 
“ Resolutions? Why, by other Majorities, 
“ It has always been the Cry, that the Ins 
“ were corrupt, and the Outs were fac- 
“ tious. But, it forms no political Pheno- 
“ menon, that a Minister should retain his 
“ Place after he has been left in a Minority, 
“ All Sides of this House have been occa- 
“ sionally wrong. Lord Rockingham’s A dr 
“ ministration, which repealed the Stamp 
“ Act, yet declared-the Right of Parlia^ 
“ ment to make Laws for America. Even 
“ the Honorable Member who now repre- 
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“ sents Westminster, voted for the Boston 
“ Port Bill , If so little Faith is to be re- 
“ posed in the Assurances of His Majesty’s 
“ Ministers, better move at once to remove 
“ them from their Employments!” The blunt, 
not to say contemptuous, Levity, accompa¬ 
nied with some personal Observations of 
a disagreeable Kind, which characterized 
.Rigby’s Speech from its Commencement to 
its Close, gave a new Color to the Debate, 
while it excited no ordinary Commotion 
among the Opposition Ranks. Fox, whose 
early Parliamentary Transgressions, when 
formerly seated near Lord North on the 
Treasury Bench, frequently appeared to him, 
like Brutus’s evil Genius ; started up to ex¬ 
plain his unfortunate Vote on the Boston 
Port Bill. His Excuse seemed, I believe, 
even to his Friends, not the most satisfac¬ 
tory; as he could assign no better Reason for 
it, than that Lord North had pledged him¬ 
self, if the Tea which the Americans threw 
overboard, was paid for by them, he would 
drop all further Idea of Taxation. 

Rigby having, in the Progress of his 
Speech, said rather unadvisedly, that “ he 
“ was tired of the American War, though as 
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“ Paymaster of the Forces, he was by no 
“ Means tired of receiving Cash;” which sin¬ 
gular Expression he however qualified by 
“ adding, that he could nevertheless speak 
“ his Opinion honestly, uninfluenced by his 
Place;” Mr. Pitt remarked with great Seve¬ 
rity on the Words. He observed, that “ if 
“ the Right Honorable Gentleman was not 
“ tired of receiving, the Nation was weary 
“ of paying, Cash to a Person, who profited 
“ more by the War than any four Members 
“ of that Assembly.” Almost any other 
Individual than Rigby, would have been dis¬ 
concerted by so invidious a Comment, com¬ 
ing too from such a Quarter. But, he, far 
from shrinking back, or exhibiting the slight¬ 
est Mark of Discomposure, stood up; and 
directing his Looks, as well as his Reply, to 
Pitt and Fox, who sate very near each other 
on the Opposition Side of the House, almost 
under the Gallery, “ I will just venture to 
“ remark,” said he, “ that however lucrative 
“ my Office may be, it has been held by the 
“ Fathers of the two Honorable Members ivho 
“ spoke last; and I make little Doubt that 
“ whenever I may be compelled to quit it, 
“ those Gentlemen themselves may have an 
“ Eye to getting Hold of it. I repeat, -I am 
VOL. II. 2 N 
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“ not at all tired of receiving Money; but 1 
“ am not to be told, because I receive the 
“ Emoluments of my Place, that I am there- 
“ fore the Author of my Country’s Ruin.” 
Neither Fox nor Pitt attempted any Retort. 
The former, indeed, on all Occasions treated 
Rigby with marked Regard; and more than 
once had spoken in his Place, of that Gentle¬ 
man’s Ability, Independence of Mind, and 
political Principles, in Terms approaching 
to Panegyric. But, Barr6, after complaining 
that he had retained in his Hands as Pay¬ 
master, an enormous Balance of public Mo¬ 
ney amounting to near 900,000/.; adverted 
with much Acrimony to the Aspersions 
thrown out against the Opposition, as being 
only a Rope of Sand. Conscious how much 
they were divided in Sentiment upon almost 
every Point, he endeavoured to derive an In¬ 
ference from that very Dissimilarity of Opi¬ 
nion, favorable to their Principles. “ A 
“ Desire to prevent the Ruin of their Coun- 
“ try, which the present Ministers,” he said, 
“ had nearly effected, formed the Tye that 
“ bound them indissolubly together.” The 
Debate now drew to a Close, General Con¬ 
way’s Motion passing without any Division. 
Rigby had acted the most conspicuous Part 
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in the Discussion, had gallantly exposed 
himself, and had covered the Minister’s Re¬ 
treat, though the Enemy kept Possession of 
the Field. These were Services, at such a 
Crisis, of no ordinary Description, and could 
scarcely have been performed by any other 
Member of the House. Indeed, had Lord 
North been animated by the same tenacious, 
firm, and buoyant Spirit, which the Paymas¬ 
ter of the Forces displayed, he would pro¬ 
bably have surmounted the Storm. Al¬ 
ready Sir George Rodney had reached the 
West Indies, and was preparing to attack 
the Fleet of France. But, his Administra¬ 
tion was destined to a speedy Extinction. 

[5th March.] If the Debate of which 1 
have endeavoured faithfully, though imper¬ 
fectly, to trace the Outlines, unveiled so 
much of the concealed Machinery, and pri¬ 
vate Feelings, of both Parties, during the 
Convulsions that preceded Lord North’s 
political Exit; the Discussion, or rather, the 
Conversation of the following Evening, dis¬ 
closed Matter not less interesting. The 
Attorney General having moved for Leave 
to bring in a Bill “ to enable His Majesty to 
“ conclude a Truce or Peace with the re- 
2 n 2 
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“ volted American ColoniesFox, aware 
that unless he could blunt this Weapon, the 
Minister might cut his Way by means of it, 
through the Opposition Squadrons which 
now nearly hemmed him in, rose instantly 
to force it out of the Hands of Government. 
“ The only Treatment properly applicable 
“ to such a Proposition, coming from such a 
“ Quarter,” he said, “ would be to burst into 
“ Laughter, and instantly to quit the House. 
“ Ministers, after leaving us scarcely any 
“ Possession except Jamaica and Gibraltar; 
“ after refusing to suffer American Agents 
“ to meet our Plenipotentiaries, under the 
“ offered Mediation of foreign Powers; now 
“ pretended to desire Peace. Let the learn- 
“ ed Gentleman only look to his right and 
“ to his left, he would there discover in the 
“ Persons of the Ministers, his Friends, the 
“ greatest Impediments to a Pacification. 
“ But, before he sate down, he had a Propo- 
“ sal to make to Administration.” “ I can 
“ inform them,” added he, “ as a Matter of 
“ Certainty, that there are Persons now in 
“ Europe, fully authorized to negotiate Peace 
“ between us and the Colonies. And though 
“ I believe, those Individuals will not treat 
“ with the present Ministers , yet I can put 
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“ them in the Way to make Peace. Nay 
“ more, should they dislike personally coming 
“ forteard, I would undertake, myself, to 
“ negotiate it for them ” Observing a Smile 
on more than one Countenance opposite 
to him, he added, that in making such a 
Proposal, he was not more inconsistent than 
the noble Lord acted, who condemning the 
Resolutions moved by General Conway, yet 
advised his Sovereign to execute them. 
“ Our Affairs,” continued Fox, “ are so des- 
“ perate, that Ministers must either quit 
“ their Places, or the Country is lost! Let 
“ Them enjoy then the Emoluments which 
“ they hold so precious, provided 1 can only 
“ save the Empire. If Peace can he pro - 
“ cured, I am ready to serve them in any 
“ Capacity, even that of a Commis, or of a 
“ Messenger .” Conscious that this patriotic 
Ebullition might subject him to some Com¬ 
ments, and perhaps apprehensive that it bore 
the Appearance of personal Approximation 
to a Government, the Members of which he 
had during many successive Years held up 
to national Condemnation or Contempt; he 
subjoined, “ I request it may be clearly un- 
“ derstood, that in making the Proposition, 
“ I mean not to enter into any Connexion 
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“ with Ministers. From the Instant ivhen I 
“ so act, or come to Terms with one of them, 
“ I will rest satisfied to he deemed infamous. 
“ I cannot for a Moment contemplate a Coa- 
“ lition ivith Men, who, as Ministers, in every 
“ Transaction, public or private, have proved 
“ themselves devoid of Honor or Honesty. 
“ In the Hands of such Men, I woidd not 
“ entrust my own Honor for a single 3Iinute” 

This extraordinary Declaration, one of the 
most imprudent and ill advised which Fox 
ever made in the Course of his long. Par¬ 
liamentary Life; was probably intended by 
him to impress a Belief on his Hearers and 
the Public, of the Facility with which He 
and his Party could obtain an honorable 
Peace. Nor, if considered under that Point 
of View, did it fail, like other political De¬ 
lusions, practised in all Ages, to produce a 
temporary Effect. Wearied with the War, 
People of every Description, readily sup¬ 
posed that he could succeed in disposing 
the Americans to Conciliation. And they 
assumed with the same Credulity, that Ad¬ 
ministration would either find or fabricate 
Impediments to a Consummation so gene¬ 
rally and anxiously desired. Unquestion- 
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ably therefore, the Expressions used by Fox, 
operated favorably to the Views and Objects 
of Opposition. I will fairly own that I was, 
myself, in some Degree duped by them, in 
common with others; and expected from 
Mr. Fox’s Entrance into Office, the Return 
of Peace, as if by a Charm. The Event 
greatly deceived Expectation. In whatever 
Way however Fox’s Speech affected Parlia¬ 
ment and the Nation, it drew from the Mi¬ 
nister a Reply full of Dignity, Independ¬ 
ence of Mind, and becoming Resentment. 
Nor did he fail to mix in the Dose, some 
Portion of that Wit, without a few Grains 
of which Ingredient, Lord North rarely ad¬ 
dressed the House. He began by denying 
in the most forcible Terms, the Disinclina¬ 
tion to Peace, charged against himself and 
his Colleagues in the Cabinet. Then advert¬ 
ing to the kind Offer which Fox had just 
made of his Services, coupled at the same 
Time with his severe Language relative 
to Administration; Lord North observed, 
“ These are good and substantial Reasons 
“ for not trusting his Honor in my Hands. 
“ Better Reasons cannot be assigned; and 
“ as they are such, they shall serve me 
“ against the Honorable Member. 1 will 
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“ never employ a Person, who publicly de- 
“ dares that he can repose no Confidence in 
“ me. Thinking of him as I do, I am de- 
“ termined not to make him my Negotiator. 
“ He seems in a great Hurry to get Posses- 
“ sion of our Places. J am however yet to 
“ learn, that among those who are so im- 
“ patient to succeed, there exists any settled 
“ Agreement or System of Action. It will 
“ therefore be for the public Good that I 
“ should remain in Office, in Order to pre- 
“ vent, as I have hitherto done, Confusion 
“ in the State, and the Introduction of un- 
“ constitutional Principles. I am for that 
“ Reason resolved not to quit my Post, until 
“ 1 shall receive my royal Masters Com- 
“ mands to leave it; or Hill the Will of this 
“ House , expressed in the most unequivocal 
“ Terms , shall point out the Propriety of my 
“ ivithdraiving from Employment . As to 
“ the Emoluments of my Situation—God 
“ knows, were they forty Times greater than 
“ they are, they could form no adequate 
“ Compensation for my Anxiety apd Vex- 
“ ations, aggravated by the uncandid Treat- 
“ ment that I frequently experience within 
“ these Walls ! It is not Love of Power or 
“ of Greatness, that retains me. in my Place. 
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44 I speak in.the Presence of Individuals who 
44 know how little I am attached to either: 

44 but I will not resign, till [ can do it with 
44 Gratitude to my Sovereign and to the 
44 Public.” 

Fox attempted partly to explain away the 
harsh Epithets which he had applied to the 
Minister, and partly to hold up the Speech 
just pronounced, to Ridicule or Condem¬ 
nation. But, its Impression was indelible. 
Neither Wolsey, nor Strafford, nor Claren¬ 
don, ever made a finer Appeal to their Con¬ 
temporaries, nor to Posterity! In Reply 
to Fox’s Accusations, accompanied with a 
Sneer at his asserting that he continued in 
Place, to prevent Confusion, Lord North hu¬ 
morously observed, 44 I undoubtedly have 
“ prevented much Confusion; and if 1 have 
44 not prevented more, it is only because 
44 there are others who possess greater Abi- 
44 lities in creating Confusion, than I have to 
44 prevent it. But, so long as Parliament 
44 shall not think proper to remove me, 
44 either by a Vote, or by wholly withdraw- 
44 ing from me their Confidence; the Honor- 
44 able Gentleman must excuse me, if I de- 
44 termine to hold my Situation.” Who, after 



554 


HISTORICAL 


[1782. 


so precise, so public, and so reiterated a 
Declaration, could have anticipated or ex¬ 
pected, that within fifteen Days, though the 
House had not withdrawn from him its Con¬ 
fidence, Lord North would, standing in the 
same Place, and in the Midst of the same 
Assembly, lay down his Office! Pox made 
no further Answer, and the Attorney Ge¬ 
neral’s Motion passed without any Division: 
while the Minds of all Men were attracted 
towards the final Termination of a Scene so 
interesting to every Individual; but, the 
Issue of which, it was as yet impossible to 
foresee, from the Conduct or the Protesta¬ 
tions of the first Minister. 

[6th March.] With a View to the great 
Object of keeping alive public Clamour 
against Lord North, and above all of not 
allowing the Irritability of Parliament to 
subside; when that Nobleman, on the fol¬ 
lowing Day, requested the Indulgence of the 
House for postponing the Taxes, on Ac¬ 
count of the Hurry of Business, Burke and 
Pox, both, declaimed with Violence on the 
Subject. The former, after enumerating the 
Articles of Necessity or of Luxury, on 
which Taxation had already fallen within 
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the last few Years, and deploring the State 
of financial Exhausture into which we were 
plunged; concluded by making an ingenious 
and fanciful Exposition of our national Con¬ 
dition, viewed under a mercantile Form. 
“ On one Side,” said he, “ we have Debtor 
“ by Loss, One Hundred Millions of Money. 
“ On the other, Creditor by Loss, One Hun- 
“ dred Thousand Men; thirteen American 
“ Provinces; an annual Revenue of Four 
“ Millions, five Hundred Thousand Pounds; 
“ five West India Islands; besides Florida 
“ and Minorca.” This Picture, addressed 
strongly to the Imagination and the Passions, 
highly colored, was likewise false or exag¬ 
gerated. St. Christopher’s, one of the Islands 
which he included in his List of Losses, 
founding his Assertion on false Intelligence 
industriously propagated, had not been cap¬ 
tured by the Enemy. New York, as well 
as Charles Town, were held by our Forces, 
and might form Objects of Cession, or Nego¬ 
tiation. St. Lucia and Pondicherry,—one 
the Key of the West India Chain of Islands; 
the other, valuable as being the Capital of 
the French Establishments on. the Coro¬ 
mandel Coast;—had both been subjected 
by our Arms, and were in our Possession. 
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But, these Facts or Considerations were 
wholly overlooked in a Moment of national 
and ministerial Depression. Then diverg¬ 
ing with his characteristic Impetuosity, to 
Lord North’s Declaration of the preceding 
Evening, that “ he would not resign till 
“ he could do it with Gratitude to the So- 
“ vereign and to the PublicBurke ex¬ 
claimed, “The noble Lord’s Gratitude / Oh! 
*■ Mr. Speaker, it resembles that of another 
“ fallen Angel like himself, 

“ The Debt immense of endless Gratitude, 

“ So burthensome, still paying, still to owe.” 

Fox, on his Part, attacked the Minister 
with no less Animosity, and declared that 
all the Acts of his Administration were 
founded in systematic Delusion, sheltered 
by Obscurity, and stamped with Ignorance. 
He added that “ as the parting Proof of the 
“ noble Lord’s Gratitude , when Jamaica and 
“ Barbadoes, our only remaining Settlements 

of Value, were lost, it might be presumed 
“ he would think of retiring from Office.” 
No Reply was made from the Treasury 
Bench, to such declamatory Charges, calcu¬ 
lated for sustaining and inflaming the general 
Fermentation. 
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[8th March.] Unable nevertheless to ef¬ 
fect Lord North’s Removal, or to provoke 
his voluntary Resignation, by any Censures 
passed on the Conduct of the American 
War, or by any Interdictions of its future 
Prosecution ; the Opposition became of ne¬ 
cessity compelled to bring forward a perso¬ 
nal Question, inculpating Administration. 
And it must be allowed, that in conducting 
this Measure, they proceeded with judici¬ 
ous, as well as with cautious Steps. A re¬ 
trograde Movement, or an unsuccessful At¬ 
tempt, they were well aware, would at once 
undo all that had hitherto been effected. 
Lord North, who was individually beloved, 
in, and out of the House, even by those who 
most disapproved or opposed many of his 
Measures; was likewise steadily supported 
by the Sovereign: while in the House of 
Lords, no Prospect of any Defection or 
Change had hitherto manifested itself. The 
Session moreover advanced rapidly; and if 
Easter arrived, Experience had proved that 
a full Attendance could not be obtained 
after that Period of the Year, except with 
the utmost Difficulty. All these Facts hav¬ 
ing been maturely considered in the Meet¬ 
ings which took Place among the Opposition 
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Leaders, they determined to try the Temper 
of the House of Commons, without Delay. 
Lord John Cavendish, seconded by Powis, 
introduced various Resolutions, finally im¬ 
puting the Misfortunes of the War, to the 
“ Want of Foresight and Ability” in Minis¬ 
ters. After a very long Debate, in a crowd¬ 
ed House, the Administration not venturing 
directly to negative the Proposition, yet 
found themselves unable to carry the Motion, 
though only for the Order of the Day , by a 
greater Majority than Ten. 

Of Lord John’s Speech, no Trace remains 
on my Mind; but Powis’s Address to the 
House, was calculated to produce the deep¬ 
est Impression. He was indeed a Man of 
great Parliamentary Talents, and of distin¬ 
guished Integrity, though by no means un¬ 
accompanied with deep Ambition. For, 
from 1782, till 1797, during fifteen Years, 
he seems, under successive Administrations, 
never for an Instant to have lost Sight of the 
Peerage to which he ultimately attained. 
After disclaiming all personal ill Will against 
Ministers, he adverted to Lord North’s 
recent Declaration, that whenever Parlia¬ 
ment should withdraw from him its Confi- 
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dence, he would then retire. “ That Period,* 
said Powis, “ is arrived! Parliament has 
“ withdrawn its Confidence from the noble 
“ Lord. The Fetters which this House has 
“ imposed on him, constitute the strongest 
“ Proof of the Fact. He has likewise assert- 
“ ed, that he only continued in Office, with 
“ a View to prevent Confusion. But, who 
“ are the Men likely to succeed him, and 
“ what are the Principles to which they stand 
“ pledged ? Their first Pledge is, to check 
“ Profusion and Prodigality in the Expen- 
“ diture of public Money. Their second En- 
gagement is, to explore the dark Recesses of 
“the.Civil List, and to introduce Retrench- 
“ ment into that Sanctum Sanctorum of Go- 
“ vernment. Lastly, they have solemnly pro- 
“ mised to adopt some Plan for improving the 
“ national Representation within theseWalls: 
“ not, indeed, visionary Plans: but, such as 
“ may tend to diminish, if not to eradicate 
“ the Causes of Parliamentary Venality. 
“ Such are thdfrom whom the Chan- 
“ cellor of the Exchequer pretends to appre- 
“ hend Confusion ! Men, among whom are 
“ to be found the Descendants of the most il- 
“ lustrious Families, possessed of the largest 
“ Property, distinguished by the most splen- 
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“ did Talents. Among them is the admired 
4t Son of a Statesman, who carried the Bri- 
“ tish Name and Arms to the Summit of 
“ Glory; and who only quitted his Situa- 
“ tion, when he discovered, that a baneful, 
“ but, secret Influence, prevented him, either 
“ ivith Honor to himself, or with Advan- 
“ tage to the State, from carrying into 
“ Execution those Counsels, wliich he teas 
“ no longer permitted to direct. Yet from 
“ such Men does the noble Lord anticipate 
“ Confusion!” 

After touching with the Hand of a Master, 
these great political Keys, while the House 
listened in Silence ; Powis drew in the same 
able Manner, the Contrast presented by Mi¬ 
nisters, when compared with the principal 
Individuals constituting Opposition. Com¬ 
mencing his Delineation with the new Se¬ 
cretary of State, who sate opposite to him, 
“ that Right Honorable Gentleman,” ob¬ 
served he, “ gives us no Encouragement to 
“ hope that. such Measures will emanate 
“ from his Department, as can be beneficial 
“ to the Country. He has presented us a 
“ Sketch of his Creed: but I cannot deno- 
** minate it a sincere Profession ,of Faith . 
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“ At best, 1 regard it only as an Act of 
ft occasional Conformity. He has retracted 
“ no Error. He has abjured no former 
“ Principle, though he may have yielded 
“ somewhat to the Feelings of the Times. 
“ Once we remember him loud in declaim- 
“ ing on this Side of the House; but he is 
“ now sunk into ministerial Dependency. 
“ All the Starch and the Buckram of his 
“ Composition is dissolved, and he seems 
M reduced to a State of complete Pliability. 
“ The noble Lord in the blue Ribband, 
“ is formed of the same ductile Materials. 
“ Destitute of any System of Action, im- 
“ petted by a secret , concealed Influence , 
“ he submits to adopt the Principles of 
“ others. He now stands in a Predicament 
“ altogether without Example, having lost 
“ the Confidence of Parliament. What 
“ stronger Proof of it than those already 
“ exhibited, does he demand?” Proceeding 
to delineate in the same caustic and contu¬ 
melious, or invidious Colours, the remaining 
Members of the Cabinet, he concluded by a 
forcible Appeal to the Gentlemen of landed 
Property, Representatives of Counties or of 
Cities. “ Would they,” he asked, “ com 
“ tinue to support an Administration, which 
VOL. II. 2 o 
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“ had ruined their Country; while Order, 
“ Regularity, and Success, might justly be 
“ expected to arise from the Exertions of 
“ the Men who must succeed them in 
“ Power?” The Secretary at War now 
rose ;—for the Occasion fully called on him 
to come forward in so desperate a ministe¬ 
rial Emergency.' Within the Compass of a 
few Periods, he compressed almost every 
Fact or Argument which could be adduced, 
in Justification of his Colleagues. Never, 
indeed did Jenkinson abuse the Patience of 
his Audience, or lose Sight of the principal 
Object for which he presented himself to 
Notice, by Flights of Fancy, or Digressions 
of Imagination. He admitted that the War 
had been unsuccessful, but he denied that 
its Principle was unjust. “ Great Power,” 
he observed, “ necessarily produces Envy. 
“ Our splendid Successes during the last 
“ Contest with the two Branches of the 
“ House of Bourbon, had raised us so 
“ high, that those Powers now eagerly 
“ seized the Occasion to humble us. Hence 
“ too we were without Allies. The Mo- 
“ narchies of Austria and of France had, 
“ each in turn, suffered the same Depres- 
“ sion from similar Causes. But, were Mi- 
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44 nisters on that Account criminal ? With- 
44 out attempting therefore to negative Facts 
44 which were undeniable, he would move 
“ the Order of the Day.” 

At greater Length, though with no less 
Ability, Ellis addressed the House. In 
Reply to Powis’s Charge of subservient 
Pliability, the Secretary of State remarked 
that there existed no strong Temptations to 
induce him to covet his new Office. 44 When 
44 1 accepted the Seal,” said he, 44 I was 
44 possessed of a lucrative Employment, to 
44 which no Responsibility attached. I was 
44 undoubtedly in a warm, comfortable Bed, 
44 out of which I have been summoned to 
44 take an active Part in the Ship of State, 
44 assailed by Storm and Tempest. I find 
44 myself now in a Place of Responsibility, 
44 by no means unaccompanied with Dan- 
44 ger. When these Circumstances are duly 
44 weighed, Gentlemen will find little Cause 
44 to accuse me of such excessive Pliability.” 
The Occasion was too favorable for Burke 
to lose. Starting up as soon as the Secre¬ 
tary had finished, he attacked the new Mi¬ 
nister with those Shafts of classic Wit, 
Satire, and Ridicule, which he knew so 
2 o 2 
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well how to launce against his Opponents. 
Shakespear, as well as Milton, was ever 
ready at his Call. “ It was true,” he al¬ 
lowed, “ that the Treasurer of the Navy 
44 had quitted a warm Bed, with his Eyes 
44 hardly open ; and ventured into a Vessel, 
44 leaky, foundering, and tossed by tempes- 

44 tuous Winds.”- 44 He has been most un- 

44 wise so to do; and to him I may apply the 
44 Words of Brutus, when he asks his Wife, 

44 Wherefore rise you now ? 

It is not for your Health, thus to commit 

Your weak Condition to the raw cold Morning.” 

44 The Right Honorable Secretary declares 
44 that he has left a warm Bed for a Post of 
44 Danger. In my firm Belief, it has been 
44 left merely with the Intention of intro- 
44 ducing a Scotch ivarming Pan” The 
Allusion to Dundas, which was too palpa¬ 
ble to be mistaken, excited no little Laugh¬ 
ter ; and received in the Course of the 
Evening, a most appropriate Reply. Burke 
proceeding in his Career of Sarcasm, ans¬ 
wered Ellis under the triple Character of a 
Lawyer, a Physician, and a Divine; in each 
of which Capacities, he asserted that the 
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Secretary had spoken. Nor, when tired 
with oppressing him under Tropes and Me¬ 
taphors, did Burke fail to adduce more 
solid Arguments in Support of the Motion, 
derived from the Expences, the Disgraces, 
and the Calamities of so many Trans-Atlan¬ 
tic Campaigns. Far from being abandoned 
however on that Night, by the Country 
Gentlemen, various of them stepped forward 
to the Support of a first Minister, who had 
in Fact committed no Fault, except attempt¬ 
ing to subject an insurgent People, placed 
at a remote Distance from Great Britain. 
Sir John Delaval, Sir Harry Hoghton, Lord 
Nugent, Sir Edward Deering, all professed 
that the Support which they extended to 
Administration, arose from their Convic¬ 
tion that the Cabinet, however unfortunate, 
“ wanted neither Foresight nor Ability.” 

Among the most able Defenders of Minis¬ 
try in 1782, might be justly accounted Mr. 
Adam, who then held the Post of Treasurer 
of the Ordnance. His Duel with Fox, when 
added to his Parliamentary Eloquence, and 
the Vigor of his Character, had already ac¬ 
quired him no ordinary Celebrity. From no 
Individual in the House did Fox indeed ex- 
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perience so personal, and probably so pain¬ 
ful an Attack, in the Course of the present 
Debate, as from Adam. Reminding Fox of 
his Assertion made on a former Occasion, 
while addressing the House, that “ the Man, 
“ who on coming into Office, should forget 
“ or renounce his early political Principles, 
“ would be infamous f Adam implored 
Parliament to pause before they called into 
Power, a Person professing Tenets repug¬ 
nant to, or subversive of, the British Consti¬ 
tution. As the best Proof of the Justice of 
his Allegations, he charged the Honorable 
Member with having more than once de¬ 
clared, that “ the Sense of the People was 
“ to be collected without Poors , from, the 
“ People themselves , and not from their 
“ Representatives.” Nor was this the only 
Sentiment calculated to produce Confusion, 
held and recommended by him; Two others, 
equally opposed to the Wisdom of our An¬ 
cestors, had been avowed from the same 
Authority! He had professed himself “ an 
“ Advocate for annual Parliaments , and he 
“ had expressed his Desire to alter the 
“ Representation of the People.” Burke, on 
his Part, stood pledged to reduce the Civil 
List. And Adam then asked, “ what na- 
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“ tional Concord or Unanimity we could 
“ reasonably expect, if Men professing such 
“ Principles, should seize on the Govern- 
“ raent, at a Moment when general Har- 
“ mony was universally admitted to be in- 
“ dispensable for our Extrication and Pre- 
“ servation?” 

It is probable that Fox, like other Dema¬ 
gogues who have made their Way up to 
Power, in free States, by mounting on the 
Shoulders of the People, and professing 
Opinions calculated to gain popular Favor; 
would gladly, when he had attained his 
Object, have turned his Back upon the Lad¬ 
der which facilitated his Ascent. Not that 
1 believe he cherished any Principles ini¬ 
mical to constitutional Freedom : but, Po¬ 
verty and Ambition combining in the same 
Individual, naturally produce Asperity of 
Language ; and he had remained more than 
seven Years excluded from Office. Even 
now, though apparently near his Prey, it 
might still elude his Grasp. We must like¬ 
wise recollect, that if ever there was a Time 
in the modern History of-this Country, when 
Reform seemed to be universally demanded, 
at was towards the Close of the American 
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War; when our Humiliation, our Losses* 
and our critical Position, surrounded by 
Enemies, inflamed the Minds of Men against 
a Government, which had produced so much 
Calamity. Pressed therefore by Adam, Pox 
rose; and as Welbore Ellis had done on a 
former Night, made his reluctant political 
Profession of Faith. He did it in that manly, 
open Manner, characteristic of his Mind, 
which disdained Reserve, and might rather 
be accused of Inconsistence or Imprudence, 
than of Duplicity or Disguise; Artifices 
foreign to his Nature. “ Two leading Prim 
“ ciples,” he said, “ in which he differed 
“ from Ministers, were the Prosecution of 
“ the American War, and the Influence of 
“ the Crown. The general Principle of 
“ reducing that Influence, he strenuously 
“ approved. The Corruption of the House 
“ of Commons had become intolerable ; and 
“ to all the Resolutions for excluding Com 
“ tractors, Members of the Board of Trade, 
“ and of the Green Cloth* he gave his 
** cordial Assent. If Placemen and Con- 
“ tractors were subducted from the late Di- 
“ vision respecting the American War, when 
“ Ministers had remained in a Minority of 
“ Nineteen; the Majority against Admini- 
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“ stration would exceed a Hundred on 
“ that Question. To all the Details,” con¬ 
tinued Fox, “ prepared for the Reduction 
“ of Influence, I do not subscribe: but I 
“ maintain that this Assembly ought to be 
“ made the Representative of the Nation . 
“ I likewise think that the Duration of Par- 
“ liament ought to be shortened, but I ad- 
“ mit that it is a Point on which honest Men 
“ may differ. I am however of Opinion that 
“ annual, or triennial Parliaments would be 
“ calculated to preserve the Privileges of 
“the People from the Encroachments of the 
“ royal Prerogative, and therefore would 
“ form an Amelioration of the Constitution.” 

Having thus answered Mr. Adam’s Queries, 
though without noticing specifically the Idea 
of introducing an Alteration into the Repre¬ 
sentation of the People; he diverged to ano¬ 
ther Point of a very interesting, because, of a 
personal Nature. “ It has been asserted,” 
said he, “ that an Administration of Pro - 
“ scription is to be formed. I deny posi- 
“ tively the Fact. I have only declared that 
“ I can form no Connexion with the present 
“ Cabinet ; and that if I do, I shall be in - 
“ famous. But, it is the Desire of those 
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“ with whom I have the Honor to act, to 
“ collect all the Ability, Talents, and Con- 
“ sideration of the Country, and to employ 
“ this Body of national Strength, for the De- 
“ liverance of the Empire. I hope we may 
“ soon behold an Administration settled on 
“ a broad Basis, in which Confidence may 
“ be justly reposed: it is however only by 
xt driving the present weak and wicked Ad- 
“ visers of the Crown, from about His Ma- 
“ jesty’s Person, that Great Britain can ever 
“ hope to recover from her actual Disgraces 
“ and Misfortunes.” Such were nearly Eox’s 
Expressions on that memorable Evening. 
The Lord Advocate of Scotland, who al¬ 
ways knew when to interpose with the great¬ 
est Effect in Debate, and who waited to 
answer the Opposition Leader; instantly 
rising, began nevertheless by directing his 
Discourse in the first Instance, not to Fox, 
but, to Burke. “ The Honorable Member,” 
observed Dundas, “ whose classic Redun- 
“ dancy of Wit always charms this Audi- 
“ ence, has been pleased, when addressing 
“ the Secretary of State near me, to mention 
“ his quitting a snug, warm Bed, in Order 
“ to make Room for a Scotch warming Pan. 
“ Now I see no Reason, when I look at the 
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“ Gentlemen opposite me, if their eager Ex- 
“ pectations of coming into Power are fulfil- 
“ led, why it should not be an Irish warming 
“ Pan which is to be introduced into that 
“ Bed.” A Retort so apposite, turned the 
Laugh against Burke. In Fact, scarcely 
three Weeks elapsed, before Barre was made 
Treasurer of the Navy. Having professed 
his Inability to comprehend how a broad 
bottomed Administration, such as Fox pre¬ 
tended to desire, could ever be formed, 
which must proscribe half the Ability of the 
Empire, the Lord Advocate called on him to 
explain more intelligibly his Meaning. Then 
pushing the Enquiries, which Adam had 
commenced, to a greater Length, he demand¬ 
ed, “ if Fox should come into Office, and 
“ should find himself left in a Minority on 
“ any of his popular, or patriotic Questions; 
“ whether it was his Intention in such Case, 
“ to avail himself of the Right which he had 
“ frequently maintained ? Did he mean to 
“ appeal from that House, to the People? 
“ Would he resort to his other Parliament 
“ convened in Westminster Hall, or in Palace 
“Yard, and complain of the Parliament 
“ sitting within those Walls ? Would he tell 
ft the People, that they were betrayed; and 
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“ induce them, like certain Associations 
“ which of late Years had been formed, to 
“ adopt Resolutions, calculated to operate 
“as a Controul upon the House of Com- 
“ mons ?” To these Questions he demanded 
a Reply. 

Under so embarrassing a Load of En¬ 
quiries on Subjects so delicate, Fox deliver¬ 
ed his Opinion with great Ability; neither 
abandoning his former Professions, nor yet 
maintaining them in all their Force. Rela¬ 
tive to the Administration which might be 
formed, he declared that “ they would pro- 
“ scribe no Individuals, of whatever Prin- 
“ ciples, except the Jive or six conjidential 
“ Advisers of the Crown , ivho had produced 
“ the actual Calamities of the Country. They 
“ did not mean to proscribe the learned Lord 
“ himself, however strongly they might re- 
“ probate his constitutional Principles. With 
“ Regard to the People without Doors, he 
“ conceived that they possessed a Right to 
“ declare their Opinion of Men and Things; 
“ in Order to do which , they might meet and 
“ consult together , provided they did it in a 
“ peaceable , orderly Manner.” “ I will further 
“ add,” continued he, ££ that whenever this 
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“ House shall become lost to all Sense of 
“ public Duty, so sunk in Corruption as to 
“ abandon the Rights of the People, and to 
“ become the passive Instruments of the 
“ Crown; then it may he justifiable to revert 
“ to the original Principles of the Constitu- 
“ tion, and to resume the Direction of their 
“ own Affairs, so that the popular Weight 
“ may he preserved in the Scale of Govern- 
“ ment. The present Administration is the 
“ first since the Revolution, which has dared 
“ to deny this Right.” Perhaps, in Fox’s 
Position, no Words more judicious, or less 
exceptionable, could easily have been found. 
Nevertheless, Sheridan, who manifested on 
many Occasions a sounder Judgment than 
his Friend, and who beheld in full View the 
promised Land of Power from which the 
Party had been so long excluded; appre¬ 
hensive that Fox’s Expressions might appear 
rather those of a Tribune , than becoming a 
Man who now aspired to Consular Offices 
and Dignities; presented himself to the 
House. Directing his Discourse pointedly 
to Dundas, he demanded of the learned 
Lord, whether, because his honorable Friend 
had maintained the Right of an Appeal, 
under certain Circumstances, to the People, 
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he could be suspected of ever exercising, it, 
when he should become a Minister? Did 
no obvious Distinction exist, between a pri¬ 
vate Member of Parliament applying to his 
Constituents, and a confidential Servant of 
the Sovereign, holding an Office at His Ma¬ 
jesty’s Pleasure, appealing to the People in 
that Capacity, against Parliament? “No!” 
added he, “ were my Honorable Friend in 
“ the noble Lord’s Place, and should he 
“ ever forfeit the Confidence of Parliament, 
“ He would neither fly to the People, nor to 
“ the Throne, for Support. He would not 
“ cling with the convulsive Grasp of De- 
“ spair to the Helm, which he could no 
“ longer conduct. He would follow the Ad- 
“ vice given by that learned Lord himself, 
“ to a late Minister. He would instantly 
“ retire;—not, indeed, probably, to another 
“ Assembly, but, to a Situation more honor- 
“ able in the Hearts of the People.” 

Lord North rose when Sheridan sate 
down, and replied with his accustomed Abi¬ 
lity; though, as I thought, not with all his 
usual Animation; but, the Feature of the 
Debate, which attracted universal Attention 
towards its Close, was the Declaration made 
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by Pitt. After holding up the first Minister 
to Condemnation under various Points of 
View; and observing, that a Change of Ad¬ 
ministration presented the only Chance for 
national Extrication; he subjoined, “ It is 
“ not for me to say, nor for this House to 
“ dictate, who may be the Persons chosen to 
“ fill the Offices under a new Administra- 
“ tion. All that I feel myself compelled to 
“ declare, is, that I cannot expect to take any 
“ Share in it; and even if the Attainment of 
“ such an Object were within my Reach, I 
“ never will accept of a subordinate Situa- 
“ tion ” These Words, which undoubtedly 
had been well weighed before they were pro¬ 
nounced; disclosed without Disguise, not 
only the Elevation of his Views, and the 
well founded Confidence that he reposed in 
his own Talents; but, likewise, his perfect 
independence of the two Leaders, whose 
Followers were now preparing to storm the 
Cabinet, Side by Side. He served indeed, 
in their Camp, as a Volunteer and an Auxi¬ 
liary, though without looking up either to 
the Marquis of Rockingham, or to the Earl 
of Shelburne, for immediate Advancement. 
Relying with Reason, solely on his personal 
Abilities, aided by Patience, Judgment, and 
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the Nature of the Times; he doubtless anti¬ 
cipated at no remote Period, his Attainment 
of every Object of well regulated Ambition. 
The Division did not take Place till a very 
late Hour; and the Majority in Favor of 
Ministers was so small, that a Desertion of 
only six Individuals from the Government 
Side to that of Opposition, would have left 
the whole Cabinet at the Mercy of their Ad¬ 
versaries. Yet, as only four Hundred and 
forty-six Members voted on the Question, 
even including the four Tellers ; and as con¬ 
sequently one Hundred and eleven were ab¬ 
sent, many of whom might probably attend 
on a future Evening, sanguine Expectations 
were entertained by both Parties. It might 
indeed have been supposed that a Govern¬ 
ment which rested on so precarious a Basifc, 
was already virtually at an End. But, 
Lord North gave the best Indication, as it 
was considered, of his own Intention to re¬ 
main in Office, by proposing, only three 
Days afterwards, the new Taxes which he 
meant to impose for the Service of the Year. 
The contending Parties, therefore, prepared 
for fresh Struggles; and from every Part of 
the Kingdom, as well as from foreign Courts, 
Attendance was procured. The Duration 
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of the Ministry being now evidently at Issue, 
and probably about to be decided in a very 
short Time, not exceeding three Weeks; it 
is difficult to cohvey an Idea of the Anxiety 
which agitated the Court, the Capital, and 
the Country, 

[15th March.] On the last Debate which 
preceded Lord North’s Resignation, Sir John 
Rous moved to .declare, that “ the House 
“ had no farther Confidence in Ministers.” 
The -Opposition imagined that if this Motion 
was carried, no Administration would ven¬ 
ture to continue in Office; or if they should 
be bold enough to defy the Indignation of 
Parliament, the same Majority would, it 
was presumed, next address the Crown for 
their Removal. There then remained only 
one Step more to Impeachment. But, sq 
equally balanced were the two Sides, that 
though four Hundred and sixty-seven Mem¬ 
bers, including the Tellers, voted on the 
Division, scarcely any Ground was lost or 
gained. Government still remained in a 
Majority of Nine , thus losing One since the 
preceding Debate. Yet, even that single 
Vote being in Favor of the Opposition, in so 
full a House, seemed to indicate that they 

VOL. ii. 2 p 
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were progressive in the public Esteem. In 
Fact, twenty-one Members more voted on 
this, than on the preceding Division, Among 
the interesting Features of the Debate, must 
be accounted the Appearance of Mr. George 
Onslow on the Scene. He was one of the 
two Representatives for the Town of Guil¬ 
ford, and a Man of much Eccentricity, as 
well as Irregularity of Deportment. He sel¬ 
dom spoke; but, his Speeches, if they did 
not abound in Wit, were marked by great 
Freedom of Language and Opinion. With¬ 
out Circumlocution of any Kind, he accused 
the Opp sition Leaders,, as the principal 
Instrumen s in dissevering America from her 
Allegiance to Great Britain. “ General 
“ Washington’s Army,” exclaimed he “ has 
“ been called by Members of this House, 
“ our Army; and the Cause of the Rebels 
“ has been denominated, the Cause of Free - 
“ dom. Every Support has been given the 
“ Americans, who have placed their Confi- 
“ dence on the Encouragement extended to 
“ them within these Walls. Franklin and 
“ Laurens are here made the Subject of daily 
“ Panegyric; and the weak Parts of our 
“ interior Government, have been exposed or 
“ pointed out to the Rebels. It has even 
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“ been reported , and I believe it is true , that 
“ Information has been transmitted from 
“ hence to the Court of Versailles.” A loud 
Cry arising from the Opposition Benches, 
calling on him to name the Individuals to 
whom he alluded, Onslow declined Com¬ 
pliance ; adding, that “he Could not tell; 
“ or, if he could, he would not; but, that 
“ he retained his Conviction of its Truth.” 
He concluded, by declaring his Belief that 
the ill Success of a War, in the Principle of 
which, almost the whole Nation concurred 
at its Commencement, might be with Reason 
ascribed to those Persons, who had not 
scrupled uniformly to avow, that they should 
deeply lament its being crowned with fortu¬ 
nate Results. Lord North himself might 
be said to give some Countenance to these 
Assertions or Accusations of Onslow :—for, 
in the Course of a long and masterly Appeal 
to the House, some Parts of which he pro¬ 
nounced with evident Emotion; he observed, 
that “ far from feeling either the Contrition' 
“ or the Repentance for the Acts of his past 
“ Administration, which, Gentlemen opposite 
“ asserted would become him; he experi- 
“ eneed on the contrary the most perfect 
“ €ahn, arising from the Consciousness of 
2 p 2 
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“ not having done any Wrong.” “ If, in- 
“ deed,” continued he, “ in any of my 
“ Speeches in this House, or in any which 
“ I have made out of Doors, or in any Part 
“ of my Conduct, I had held out Hopes to 
“ the Americans, that they possessed Friends 
“ in this Country, professing to he their Ad- 
“ vocates, and ivho embraced every Occasion 
u to advance their Interests, in Preference to 

“those of their native Country; - then I 

“ confess I should think I had acted in a 
“ Manner, that called for deep Contrition and 
“ sincere Repentance: nay, even for Humi- 
% liation, for Self-abasement, andfor Shame” 
He could not more clearly designate, nor 
reprobate in stronger Terms, the Line of 
Conduct adopted by the Chiefs of Opposi¬ 
tion, throughout the whole Progress of the 
American Contest. 

Reverting next to the Conduct of that 
War, “ I deny,” said he, •“ that its Com- 
“ mencement is in any Degree to be attri- 
“ buted to His Majesty’s present Ministers. 
The Stamp Act was repealed, and the De¬ 
claratory Act had passed, before I was 
called to the Cabinet, though I voted for 
them both, as a private Member of Parlia- 
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** ment. I came into Office, at a Moment of 
“ Crisis, when Others had deserted the Helm, 
“ and I have exerted my best Endeavours to 
“ serve my Country.” His Allusion to the 
Manner in which the Duke of Grafton 
abandoned the Reins of Government, was 
rendered more striking by the Circumstance 
of that Nobleman’s accepting the Privy 
Seal under the new Administration, only a 
few Days afterwards. When Lord North 
came to speak * of the Misrepresentations 
which he was accused of using, with a View 
to persuade Parliament to the Prosecution 
of Hostilities for so many unfortunate Cam¬ 
paigns ; and particularly, with declaring 
that we had numerous Friends in America; 
he spoke under visible Embarrassment. It 
became requisite, in Order to exculpate 
himself, that he should inculpate his late 
Colleague, Lord Sackville ; nor did he hesi¬ 
tate so to do. “ The Declaration in Ques- 
“ tion” observed he, “ came not from me, 
“ hut, from another Minister . It fell not 
“ indeed, within the Range of my Depart- 
“ ment, to receive such official Information. 
“ Not that I doubted it; for, I am convinced 
“ that the Minister who made the Assertion, 
“ spoke from good Authority. I believe, 
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“ we not only had, but, that we still retain, 
“ numerous Friends throughout the Colo- 
“ nies. I confess at the same Time, that I 
“ never thought those Friends sufficient in 
“ Point of Numbers, nor in any Point of 
“ View iv hat ever, either to justify our com- 
“ mencing, or continuing the War, 

“ solely on their Account These signifi¬ 
cant Expressions undraw in a considerable 
Degree the Veil from before the Cabinet; 
and like Don Cleofas, in the “ Didble Poi- 
“ teux,” we are admitted behind the Scenes. 
How far the first Minister acted with his 
accustomed Prudence or Elevation of Mind, 
in making such an Avowal, in such a Place, 
Posterity will best decide. His Position, 
still in Office, and intending, as he asserted, 
to remain at the Head of his Majesty’s Coun¬ 
cils, unless driven out by a Vote of the 
House of Commons; was in itself most 
painful and delicate. Probably he thought, 
by sacrificing in some Measure a Member 
of the Cabinet who was now no longer in 
Office, and who had reached the upper 
House, he might conciliate his Enemies. 
But, in his Accusation of the late American 
Secretary, he virtually enveloped his Sove¬ 
reign in the same Charge. Fox’s Opinion of 
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it, may be collected from his own Comments, 
when he replied to Lord North. “ Up to 
“ this Day,” said he, “ I always considered 
“ the noble Lord to have acted generously 
“ by his Colleagues, as he uniformly pro- 
“ fessed to share in their Guilt, whatever 
“ might be its Extent. But, on the present 
“ Evening, he throws the Responsibility and 
“ the Blame on another Minister, for having 
“ deceived us by erroneous or exaggerated 

Accounts, respecting the Number of our 
“ Adherents beyond the Atlantic. The 
“ noble Lord has, however, himself, deluded 
“ and deceived Parliament, in a Variety of 
“ Instances.” 

The Conclusion of the first Minister’s 
Speech was unusually pathetic, as well as 
interesting. I sate near him, and his Words 
were well calculated to remain engraven on 
the Memory. It is, indeed, probable, what¬ 
ever Assurances he might give to the King, 
or to his Friends and Adherents, that he 
nevertheless considered himself as near his 
political Extinction. “ My Wish,” ex¬ 
claimed he, is not only for Peace, but, for 
“ an Administration that may act with Un- 
xt animity and Effect towards the general 
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“ Safety ! I will not form any Obstacle to a 
“ Coalition, in which I shall have no Share 
“ or Place. There are indeed Those who 
“ well know that for some Years past, I 
“ have been ready and willing.to make Way 
“ for such an Administration: nor is it 
“ owing to any personal Desire of mine, that 
I have so long remained in my Situation. 
“ I declare to God, that no Love of Office 
“ or of Emolument, should detain me for a 
“ Moment in Place, if I could with Honor 
“ leave it; and if certain Circumstances, 
“ which I cannot now explain, did not pre- 
u vent my Resignation ! A Time may come, 
“ when I can better speak upon this Point. 
“ I act in Obedience to a Sense of Duty, 
“ and neither Advice nor Menaces can in- 
“ fluence me to abandon it. Never will I 
m subscribe to the Idea, that provided Mi- 
“ nisters will only quit their Places, Pu- 
“ nishment shall not follow* I neither de- 
“ sire to avoid Censure nor Punishment. 
“ My only Demand is, that the Proofs of 
“ Neglect, or of Guilt, may be established 
“ against Ministers, before Censure is voted. 
“ If we deserve Censure, it ought to be fol- 
“ lowed by Punishment? It is impossible 
not to suppose that “ the Circumstances” 
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to which Lord North so pointedly alluded, 
but, “ which he could not explainwere 
the Solicitations of his Sovereign not to de¬ 
sert him, as had been done by his ministerial 
Predecessors, Lord Bute, and the Duke 
of Grafton. There were Passages in this 
Speech, which reminded me of Wolsey’s 
Language to Cromwell, when he says, 

--- “ I feel within me 

A Peace above all earthly Dignities; 

A still and quiet Conscience/’- 

- “ I am able now, melhinks, 

(Out of a Fortitude of Soul I feel,) 

To endure more Miseries, and greater far. 

Than my weak-hearted Enemies dare offer.” 

Indeed, so much did Lord North feel the 
Degree of Similitude between his own Situ¬ 
ation and the Fall of Wolsey; that, adopting 
the Expression of the Cardinal, when one of 
his Friends waited on him a few Days after¬ 
wards, to offer his Condolences, accom¬ 
panied with some Marks of Surprize, at his 
Resignation; he answered, with the utmost 
good Humor and Complacency, in Shaks- 
peare’s Words, 

“ What, amazed 

At my Misfortunes ?—Can thy Spirit wonder 
A great Man should decline V* 



586 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1782 . 


So much did his constitutional Suavity and 
Amenity of Character, enable him to sur¬ 
mount every Vicissitude of Fortune! And 
so naturally did his improved and classic 
Mind suggest to him, the historic Images 
analogous to his Situation! 

Fox, in his Reply on that Night,—for he 
would allow no Person to answer the Mi¬ 
nister, except himself;—made some Obser¬ 
vations tinctured with more Severity, than 
his placable Nature usually dictated to him. 
Only four Days earlier, having indulged in 
similar Remarks upon Lord North, when he 
laid before the House, his proposed Taxes 
for the Year; Fox, either conscious that he 
had trespassed beyond the Bounds of Libe¬ 
rality, or impelled by his own generous Cha¬ 
racter, made the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer an ample and a voluntary Apology. 
“ I do assure the noble Lord,” said he, “ that 
“ in all I have stated on the present Occa- 
“ sion, or at any former Time, I mean not to 
“ press upon him, to goad him, or to run 
“ him down. Still less is it my Intention 
“ to say any thing that should hurt his 
“ Mind, or give him Uneasiness. Upon my 
“ Honor, I nourish no such Design; and 
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“ though I neither ask Pardon of the Chair- 
“ man, nor of the Committee, for any Ex- 
“ pression that I may have used, yet L ask 
“ Pardon of the noble Lord if I have of- 
“ fended him;—for, 1 meant it not.” We 
cannot help admiring a Man who united 
such a Disposition, Avith Talents so pre¬ 
eminent. Pitt, however superior he was to 
Fox in Judgment, and in various other Re¬ 
spects, wanted that noble, winning, and open 
Spirit, which conciliated so many Friends, 
and retained them in Defiance of Adversity, 
Poverty, or Exclusion from Power. In the 
Course of the present Debate, which may be 
considered as the last that took Place pre¬ 
vious to Lord North’s Surrender, various 
Members of the House rose, to attack, or to 
defend him.. Sir William Dolben not only 
voted with him, but, pronounced an affecting 
Encomium on his Integrity, Honor, and 
domestic Virtues; from which no Individual 
had attempted to detract, and to Avhich so 
many had borne Testimony. Having ex¬ 
pressed his anxious Wishes, that a Coalition 
might yet be formed between the noble Lord 
and his principal Opponents, seated on the 
opposite Benches; he added, “ If neverthe- 
“ less a Change should take Place, to the 
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•“ total Exclusion of the present first Minis- 
“ ter, either in Consequence of a Vote of 
“ this House, or from his own spontaneous 
“ Movement; 1 am persuaded that he will 
“ exhibit a Phenomenon to this Country; 
“ namely, a Minister out of Office, support- 
“ ing the Government that expelled him, in- 
“ stead of opposing, thwarting, and emhar- 
“ rassing their Measures The Lord Ad¬ 
vocate did not abandon his Principal, but, 
sustained him with Eloquence and Ability. 
“ A Union of Parties,” he admitted, “ seemed 
“ to be not only the general Wish, but, co- 
“ incided with his own individual Opinion. 
“ It was however to be effected by the sub- 
“ stantial Connexion of both Sides, not by 
“ putting the Government exclusively into 
“ the Hands of Opposition. The noble 
“ Lord in the blue Ribband had declared his 
“Readiness to facilitate such a Coalition, 
“ and that he would riot stand in the Way of 
“ its Accomplishment.” 

Indignant at the Idea of Lord North’s at¬ 
tempting to capitulate, to protract, or to 
make any Conditions before lie laid down 
his Employments; Pitt rose to answer Dun- 
das. His Speech, though not long, breathed 
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the most determined Hostility, couched in 
Language of no ordinary Warmth. Repro¬ 
bating the Proposition itself, as an Insult to 
Parliament, not deserving an Instant’s Atten¬ 
tion, he said he thauked God that an End 
was likely to be put to the present Govern¬ 
ment ; but, he trusted, the House would not 
contaminate its own Purpose, by allowing 
Ministers to manage the Appointment of 
their Successors. It neither was the Pro¬ 
vince of that House, to settle the Men who 
were to succeed, nor to indicate the Measures 
proper to be pursued. I ask Pardon,” con¬ 
cluded he, “ of this Assembly, if I have de- 
“ livered myself with too much Heat; but I 
“ cannot help feeling for my Country, under 
■ ‘ the distressful Situation of being governed 
“ by Ministers, who manifest neither Sensi- 
“ bility nor Shame; and who are as devoid 
•“ of Feeling, as of every other Quality of 
“ Statesmen.” To these bitter and humili¬ 
ating Reproaches, no Answer was attempted 
from the Treasury Bench, though the new 
American Secretary spoke for a few Minutes, 
to an impatient Audience loudly demanding 
the Question. Its Result, when notified, in¬ 
spired the Opposition with new Energy, in 
the same Degree that it spread Dismay over 
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the ministerial Benches. Fox gave imme¬ 
diate Intimation to his Friends, of a Motion 
similar in its Import, for the following Wed¬ 
nesday; which Notice he reiterated in the 
House, on the subsequent Day. Among 
the Members who voted with Lord North 
on the two last Divisions, of the 8th and the 
15th of March, I must not omit Gibbon , the 
celebrated Historian. He had likewise sup¬ 
ported Administration on General Conway’s 
second Motion for terminating the American 
War, when Government was left in a Mino¬ 
rity of Nineteen. Gibbon then sate in Par¬ 
liament as one of the Members for Lyming- 
ton, and attended constantly on great Ques¬ 
tions ; but I believe he never attempted to 
address the House. Addison had not dis¬ 
played any Parliamentary Talents, though 
he occupied the high Office of Secretary of 
State, for a short Time. We know that 
Johnson was anxious to obtain a Seat in the 
House of Commons, with a View of sus¬ 
taining Lord North by his Eloquence. We 
may however reasonably doubt whether, 
notwithstanding his gigantic Abilities, he 
would have succeeded better on that The¬ 
atre, than his Irenb did at Drury Lane. 
Oratory appears to have, no Connexion 
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with historical, poetical, or philological Ca¬ 
pacity. 

Every Artifice of Party was used by the 
Opposition, to encourage their Friends, and 
to terrify, or hold out to popular Odium, the 
Adherents of Administration; Lists were 
published, and disseminated throughout the 
Kingdom, containing the Names of the Mem¬ 
bers who voted on each Question; those 
voting on the Side of Government, being 
printed in red Letters, while the Names of 
the Minority appeared in black Type. Un¬ 
important or contemptible as this Circum¬ 
stance may appear, it produced nevertheless 
a powerful Effect on weak, or timid Indivi¬ 
duals ; and bore some faint Resemblance to 
the Proceedings of the memorable Parliament 
which met in 1640, under Charles the First. 
Lord North appeared likewise to entertain 
strong Apprehensions respecting the Conse¬ 
quences, which might ultimately result to 
the King, if not to himself, from the Struggle 
in which Ministers were engaged. It was 
generally believed that he had stated these 
Fears to His Majesty with so much Earnest¬ 
ness, and had so warmly depictured the pain¬ 
ful Situation in which the Sovereign might 
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be personally involved, if his Cabinet should 
be taken by Storm; as to have obtained the 
royal Permission for negotiating, and even 
surrendering on Terms. His Expressions in 
the last Debate, which intimated his Readi¬ 
ness or Disposition to withdraw from Office, 
and not to form any Impediment, if a Coali¬ 
tion could be formed for carrying on the 
public Service; seemed fully to justify the 
Belief, that he was authorized to make such 
Propositions. They were, however, treated 
with affected Ridicule or Scorn, by his Op¬ 
ponents, both in, and out of the House; as 
only calculated for Purposes of Delusion, iii 
order to weaken or distract their Efforts. 
Far from listening to any Overtures of Ac¬ 
commodation, they anticipated a certain Tri¬ 
umph. Never were Moments more precious, 
or more critical. It being well known that 
the House of Commons would, according to 
regular Usage, adjourn on the 28th of March, 
for ten or eleven Days, till after the Easter 
Holidays, which in that Year happened to 
fall early; Lord North consequently might 
calculate almost the Number of Hours that 
he had to hold out against his Assailants:—• 
for, no sanguine Expectation' of successfully 
renewing their Attack upon Ministry, after . 
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the Recess, could be entertained by the Op¬ 
position. Every Effort therefore, it was evi¬ 
dent, must necessarily be wound up within a 
Week or two, and Government made the 
strongest Demonstrations of abiding the 
Issue. 

[16th—19th March.] In all the Depart¬ 
ments, positive Assurances were given, that 
no Compromise or Resignation was intended. 
Robinson protested the same Thing to me, at 
his House in St. James’s-square; the same 
which is now occupied by Lord Castlereagh; 
and to which splendid Residence Robinson 
had only recently removed, from a small 
House in Parliament Street. Lord North 
himself, whatever Fluctuations of Mind he 
might internally undergo, personally reiter¬ 
ated those Declarations to his nearest poli¬ 
tical Connexions. On the 18th of March, 
Monday, he came down to the House of 
Commons; spoke in Reply to Sir Edward 
Astley, on the Subject of some Tax Bill, 
then on its Passage through Parliament; 
and displayed all his characteristic good 
Humor, mingled with Gaiety. No Man on 
either Side of the House, doubted the Firm¬ 
ness of the Sovereign, or suspected him of 
VOL. II. 2 Q 
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abandoning his Ministers from personal Ti¬ 
midity. Each Party therefore prepaired to 
try their Force, and both expressed them¬ 
selves confident of Success. I can assert, 
however, from the best Authority, that if the 
Contest had been maintained, it would, ac¬ 
cording to every Probability, have termi¬ 
nated numerically in Favor of Administra¬ 
tion. Robinson, then Secretary of the Trea¬ 
sury, and who knew better than any Man, 
the Secret of Affairs, has many Times as¬ 
sured me, that Government would have in¬ 
fallibly divided from fourteen to twenty Ma¬ 
jority, on the Day when Lord North re¬ 
signed ; Robinson having received the writ¬ 
ten Assurances of Attendance and Support, 
from many Members who were absent on 
the last Question. Even various of the 
Country Gentlemen who had hitherto voted 
with Opposition, hesitated, or refused, to 
push the Struggle to the utmost Extremity. 
They had put an End to the American War, 
which they reprobated ; and they wished for 
a Change of Men, as well as of Measures, 
and of System: but they wished it with Mo¬ 
deration, and were averse to using the last 
Expedients which the British Constitution 
admits, lest the Constitution, or the State it¬ 
self, should suffer in the Shock. 
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[20th March.] On the other Hand, I know 
from authentic Channels of Information, that 
Lord North, during the last four Months of 
his Continuance in Office, repeatedly ten¬ 
dered his Resignation to the King; which 
His Majesty as often declined, accompany¬ 
ing his Refusal'with the most gracious and 
encouraging Expressions. On Tuesday, the 
19th of March, the First Minister, apprehen¬ 
sive of the Event of the Debate which was 
fixed for the ensuing Day, in the House of 
Commons, wrote to the King in the most 
decided Terms, resigning his Employment; 
and His Majesty being down at Windsor, 
Lord North dispatched a Messenger with 
the Letter. When it arrived, the King was 
going out to hunt: having perused its Con¬ 
tents, for which he was probably not unpre¬ 
pared, he calmly put it into his Pocket, made 
no Observation, and mounted his Horse. 
But, he had not proceeded more than a few 
Paces, when a Page came running after him, 
to say that Lord North’s Messenger had re¬ 
ceived Orders to bring back a Reply. “ Tell 
“ him,” said the King, “ that 1 shall be in 
“ Town to-morrow Morning, and will then 
“ give Lord North an Answer.” Two No¬ 
blemen were with him at the Time, one of 
2 q 2 
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whom was the late Duke of Dorset: the 
other, Lord Hinchinbrook, (afterwards Earl 
of Sandwich,) related to me these Particu¬ 
lars. Turning immediately to them,—“ Lord 
“ North,” observed His Majesty, “ has sent 
“ me in his Resignation ; but I shall not ac- 
“ cept it.” If, however, the King was ap¬ 
prized of Lord North’s Intention or Determi¬ 
nation to resign, it was by no means known 
in London; and on the Morning of the very 
Day, I believe that few Individuals of either 
Party, entertained a Doubt of the Continu¬ 
ance of the Struggle. Still less did any Per¬ 
son conceive, that the First Minister would 
spontaneously lay down his Office, without 
giving Notice to his Friends, and contrary to 
his own recent Professions. He went soon 
after one o’Clock, to the Treasury, from 
whence he was to repair to St. James’s, 
where the King, as usual, had a Levee. Ro¬ 
binson told me, that previous to his quitting 
the Treasury Chambers, they held a long 
Conversation together; in the Course of 
which, he, shewed Lord North, on Paper, the 
Names of those Members who had promised 
to support him on the ensuing Question, to 
the Number of nine, ten, or eleven, at least; 
not one of whom had been present in the 
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preceding Division. And he did not, him¬ 
self, entertain the slightest Suspicion of the 
First Minister’s Resignation; from whom 
he received the most satisfactory Assurances 
of his Intention, in every Case, to abide the 
Issue of the approaching Debate. After 
standing together at the Fire in the Board- 
room, till Lord North’s Carriage drew up, 
they parted about ten Minutes after two 
o’Clock; the .Minister driving strait to St. 
James’s, while the Secretary, after dispatch¬ 
ing a Variety of official Business, repaired 
soon after four o’Clock, to the House of 
Commons. 

. It is probable that the Conversation which 
took Place between the King • and Lord 
North on that Occasion, was never minutely 
reported by either, to any third Person: but 
we may safely assume, that His Majesty en¬ 
deavoured to prevail on his Minister not to 
abandon him. Robinson professed himself 
ignorant of all the Particulars; though he 
entertained no Doubt that Lord North, whe¬ 
ther from Weariness and Disgust, or Appre¬ 
hension of the Consequences that might ac¬ 
crue to his Sovereign, to himself,- and to the 
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Country, had made up his Mind as he drove 
to St. James’s, to state at once to the King, 
the Determination that he had irrevocably 
embraced, of laying down immediately his 
Power; a Resolution which he had notified 
under his Hand, on the preceding Day. it 
is certain that the Interview between them 
was long; lasting above an Hour and a 
half, without any Witness present; at the 
End of which Time the Minister withdrew, in 
Order to attend the House of Commons. I 
have rarely witnessed so full an Attendance, 
at so early an Hour, as on that Day ; not 
less than four hundred Members having 
taken their Seats before four o’CIock; both 
Parties appearing impatient to proceed to 
Business. The only Delay arose from the 
Absence of the First Minister; and he being 
every Instant expected to arrive from St. 
James’s, all Eyes were directed towards the 
Door, each Time that it opened. The Mem¬ 
bers on both Sides, who, it was generally 
understood, would speak in the Course of 
the ensuing Debate, were well known; and 
as the Ground of Controversy had been so 
often gone over, as well as on Account of 
many Invalids who attended, and who were 
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unable to remain long, it was thought that 
the Question would be brought on before 
Midnight. 

At length Lord North entering in a full 
dressed Suit, his Ribband over his Coat, pro¬ 
ceeded up the House, amidst an incessant 
cry of “ Order, and Places.” As soon as 
he had reached the Treasury Bench, he rose, 
and attempted to address the Chair; but 
Lord Surrey, who had given Notice of a 
Motion for that Day, being consequently in 
Possession of the Right to speak first, and 
having likewise risen, a Clamour began from 
all Quarters, of the most violent Description. 
In the Course of this Scene of Disorder, 
Pitt, Pox, and various other Members spoke 
to the Point of Order or Precedence; the 
Opposition loudly demanding that Lord 
North should not be permitted to address 
the House, or to propose an Adjournment, 
till the Earl of Surrey had been heard. Tfce 
Confusion lasted for some Minutes, with 
more or less Violence, in Defiance of every 
Effort made by the Speaker to enforce Si¬ 
lence; ’till in Consequence of the Earnest¬ 
ness with which the Minister besought a 
Hearing, and some Expressions relative to 
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the Importance of the Communication that 
he had to make, which pervaded the Tu¬ 
mult; Fox having moved that “ the Earl of 
“ Surrey do now speak,” Lord North availed 
himself of that Proposition, to obtain a,Pri¬ 
ority. An instant Silence succeeded to the 
late Storm; and as he prepared to begin his 
Discourse, it might have been truly asserted 
that 

. ---“ his Look 

Drew Audience and Attention still as Night.” 

After justifying himself from the Imputation 
of having improperly occasioned the recent 
Disorder, by the public Notice given in the 
House, both.of Lord Surrey’s intended Mo¬ 
tion, and of its Purport; he stated that he 
had come down on that Day, in Order to 
announce from Authority, his Majesty’s De¬ 
termination to change his Ministers. He 
should, himself, form nc> , Obstacle to that 
Consummation; and he therefore conceived 
it. unnecessary to debate a Question, which 
had for its Object, a Removal already pro¬ 
duced. Having then returned his Acknow¬ 
ledgements to the House, for their long and 
steady Support extended to him, he added, 
A Successor of greater Abilities, of sound-. 
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“ er Judgment, and better qualified for his 
“Situation, it is easy to find. One more 
“ zealous for the Glory and Interests of his 
“ Country, or more anxious to advance 
“them; animated by more Loyalty to his 
“ Sovereign, or more desirous to preserve the 
“ Constitution ivhole and inviolate , may not 
“ be so easily found. The Crown has deter- 
“ mined on choosing new Ministers; and I 
“ hope to God, whoever they may be, they 
“ will embrace such Measures, as may ex- 
“ tricate us from our present Difficulties, 
“ may render us happy at Horae, and suc- 
“ cessful abroad! I know that I am respon- 
“ sible for my public Conduct, whenever 
“ my Country calls on me to answer for it. 
“ I do assure this Assembly that I shall not 
“ run away, nor will I avoid any Enquiry 
“ which they may think proper to institute 
“ respecting me.” He concluded by moving 
that the House should adjourn, in Order to 
allow His Majesty Time to make new mi¬ 
nisterial Arrangements. It is not easy to 
conceive the Effect which this Declaration 
produced in a popular Assembly, scarcely 
an Individual of which did not hear it with 
lively Sentiments of Exultation or of Con¬ 
cern, both which Emotions were heightened 
by Surprize. 
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Fox having advised Lord Surrey not to 
withdraw, but, to reserve his proposed Mo¬ 
tion, for the ensuing Monday, in Case the 
Minister’s present Declaration should not 
be fully and completely verified; observed, 
that whoever might be the Persons called to 
the Councils of the Crown, he should hold 
them infamous if they abandoned their Prim 
ciples, on obtaining Possession of Power. 
He added, that as the House had now 
proved their Abhorrence of a Government of 
Influence, the new Ministers must ever bear 
in Mind that Fact, and remember that to the 
House they owed their Situations . Rigby, 
who probably was more prepared for Lord 
North’s Resignation, than most other Indivi¬ 
duals present; after professing the highest 
Respect for him, as a Man and as a Minis¬ 
ter, yet admitted that “ after the Division of 
“ the preceding Friday, he was not only 
“ justified in laying down his Office, but, 
“ that he had, himself, advised the first Lord 
“ of the Treasury to retire. A Majority of 
“ Nine, opposed to a Minority of two hun- 
“ dred and twenty-seven , which had grown 
“ out of the Distresses of the Country, in 
“ Consequence of the War, must overbear 
“ any Minister, let his Abilities be ever so 
“ resplendent.” “ As for the new Adminis- 
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“ tration,” continued he, “ I hope it will be 
“ formed on a broad, solid Basis; and I 
“ sincerely wish they may prove equal to 
“ extricating the Country. It has been as¬ 
serted that some Men can make Peace 
“ better than others, and that the Americans 
“ will more readily treat with Gentlemen on 
“ one Side of this House, than with those 
“ who occupy the opposite Benches. I shall 
“ he happy to find the Prediction verified by 
“ the Fact” These Words were not for¬ 
gotten, when it was ascertained how ineffi¬ 
cient and unsuccessful Fox’s Attempts to 
open Negotiations with Holland and Ame¬ 
rica, subsequently proved. 

Powis concurred with Fox, in exhorting 
Lord Surrey to suspend his Motion for a few 
Days; “ but,” added he, “ if by Monday next, 
“ every Atom of the present Administration; 
“ —those Ministers who are behind the Cur* 
“ tain, as well as the ostensible Men;— the 
“ invisible , as well as the visible Agents, who 
“ have so long governed, and precipitated to 
“ the Verge of Destruction, this Country, are 
“ not swept away; then I shall wish my 
“ noble Friend to renew his Motion.” The 
Treasury Bench observed a profound Si- 
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lence, neither Ellis, Dundas, nor Jenkinson 
pronouncing a single Word throughout the 
Course of the Debate. But, a Species of 
Dialogue or Interlude was exclusively per¬ 
formed by Burke and General Conway, 
which lasted a considerable Time; each 
complimenting the other on the Situation 
which, it was probable, they would respec¬ 
tively fill in the new Order of Things, under 
the Government about to be formed. Burke, 
indeed, disclaimed having any such Views or 
Expectations; while Conway contented him¬ 
self with only declaring that “ whether he 
“ should be a Minister, or a private Member 
“ of Parliament, he would always approve 
“ himself the determined Enemy of Corrup- 
“ tion.” Affecting to moderate the tumultu¬ 
ous Joy of his Friends at this sudden Change 
of Affairs, Burke implored them “to be 
“ calm; and to remember that the Ministers 
“ who were retiring, did not quit Office in 
“ Consequence of any Address to the Throne 
“ carried on that Day. They were'neither 
“ tired of occupying their Situations, nor 
“was the Sovereign ' weary of them; and 
“ therefore the great Work just atchieved, 
“ would prove incomplete, if the indepen- 
“ dent Members, who had effected it, did 
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“ not support the Ministers whom they 
“ themselves had raised to Power.” 

Lord North did not however remain with¬ 
out Testimonies to his public Talents, Inte¬ 
grity, and Virtues, even on this Day of his 
Fall. Sir John Delaval expressed his high 
Admiration of that Nobleman’s great, as well 
as amiable Qualities, and his Regret that 
such Abilities would now be lost to his 
Country. Courtenay, with great Pertinacity, 
and greater Wit, addressed an Audience 
which refused him a Hearing; and though he 
assured them that he was neither of a Dis¬ 
position, or Temper, or Nation, to be inti¬ 
midated, yet his Voice could not surmount 
the impatient Exultation of the Opposition 
Benches. The Tribute that he paid to the 
expiring Minister, derived a peculiar. Zest, 
if 1 may so express myself, from the Cir¬ 
cumstance of Courtenay’s having always 
lamented the American War, as inexpedient, 
impolitic, and even unjust Indeed, he ani¬ 
madverted with no little Severity, both on 
the Country Gentlemen who had originally 
propelled or encouraged the Attempt of 
Parliament to tax America; and on the 
Members seated opposite, whose clamorous 
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and indecorous Testimonies of Satisfaction, 
overbore his Voice ; humorously comparing 
the latter to Nell in the Farce of “ the Devil 
to Pay/' when, to her Astonishment she 
wakes in Lady Loverule’s Bed. Lord Surrey 
at length rising, acquiesced sullenly and re- 
luctantly in the Advice of his Friends to 
postpone his Motion; which Act he how¬ 
ever accompanied with a Menace, that if any 
Part of the Administration should remain in 
Office upon the following Monday, he would 
come forward with a Motion of a very 
different Nature, and far more personal to 
Ministers. This Declaration was received 
with loud Cheers. The House now unani¬ 
mously agreed to adjourn to the subsequent 
Monday, the 25th of the Month ; and the 
Members, actuated by very opposite Emo¬ 
tions, dispersed in all Directions, to spread 
the Intelligence through the Capital. A 
more interesting Scene had not been acted 
within the Walls of the House of Commons, 
since February, i741, when Sir Robert Wal¬ 
pole retired from Power. Nor did the First 
Minister of George the Second, by any 
means display in the last Moments of his 
political Life, the Equanimity, Suavity, and 
Dignity, manifested by,his Successor. Lord 
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North ordered his Coach to remain at the 
House of Commons in waiting, on that Even¬ 
ing. In Consequence of so unexpected an 
Event as his Resignation, and the House 
breaking up at such an early Hour, the 
Housekeeper’s Room became crowded to 
the greatest Degree; few Persons having di¬ 
rected their Carriages to be ready before 
Midnight. In the Midst of this Confusion, 
Lord North’s Coach drove up to the Door; 
and as he prepared to get into it, he said, 
turning to those Persons near him, with that 
unalterable good Temper which never for¬ 
sook him, “ Goodnight, Gentlemen, youse.e 
“ what it is to be in the Secret.” 

However extraordinary and unexpected 
Lord North’s Resignation appeared at the 
Moment when it took Place; and however 
certain I esteem it, that he would have car¬ 
ried the Question, on the Evening when lie 
laid down his Office, by a larger Majority 
than had supported him on the preceding 
Debate of the 15th; yet it must be admitted 
that he could assign, not only to himself, 
but, to his Sovereign, and to the Country,at 
large, many cogent, if not unanswerable Rea¬ 
sons, for retiring from Power. The Nation, 
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he well knew, was universally weary of a 
War, the Misfortunes that had attended 
which, though originating in the very Na¬ 
ture of the Contest, and perhaps justly im¬ 
putable to many other Causes or Persons, 
rather than to him, were attributed princi¬ 
pally to his Errors or Mismanagement. He 
beheld himself now engaged in Hostilities, 
direct or indirect, with half Europe, in addi¬ 
tion to America. Ireland, availing itself of 
our Embarrassments, loudly demanded com¬ 
mercial and political Emancipation. On 
every Side, the Empire appeared to be 
crumbling into Ruin. Minorca, long invest¬ 
ed, had already surrendered, some Weeks 
earlier, after a Defence protracted to the last 
Extremity. Gibraltar was closely besieged. 
In the East Indies, our Difficulties, financial, 
as well as military, threatened the total Sub¬ 
version of our wide extended Authority in 
that Quarter of the Globe; where Hyder 
Ally, though expelled by Sir Eyre Coote, 
from the Vicinity of Madras, still .maintained 
himself in the Centre of the Carnatic. If the 
First Minister looked to the West Indies, 
the Prospect appeared still more big with 
Alarm. St. Christopher’s, attacked by the 
Marquis de Bouill6, might be hourly ex- 
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renewed under the Reign of George the 
Third. That this Picture is not exagge¬ 
rated, the History of the Period which 1 
am writing, sufficiently proves; and how¬ 
ever exempt from personal Pusillanimity or 
Apprehension we may suppose Lord North 
to have been, it was impossible that he could 
avert his View from these Considerations, or 
not allow them their due Weight over his 
Mind. Though it seems to be indisputable, 
that his final Resolution to resign, was at 
last somewhat suddenly embraced, yet the 
Motives which led to it, had unquestionably 
long existed, and may fully explain, as well 
as justify, his Conduct. 

The Termination of Lord North’s Admi¬ 
nistration, and the Close of the American 
War, form a great iEra in the Reign of 
George the Third. Here, therefore I shall 
finish the second Part of these Memoirs. 


END OF VOL. II. 


J. M'Creery, Printer, 
Black-Horse-Court, Loudon. 
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MY OWN TIME. 

VOLUME THE THIRD. 


PART THE THIRD. 

1782. 

[21st—27th March.] Lord North’s Re¬ 
signation, preceded at only a short Interval 
of Tune, by that of Lord George Germain; 
and followed, as it was, by the Dismission 
of all the ministerial Adherents in every De¬ 
partment, with the single Exception of the 
Chancellor; were in themselves Events of 
the first national Magnitude and Importance. 
Their Impression was augmented by the 
sudden and unexpected Declaration of the 
first Lord of the Treasury in the House of 
Commons, that “ his Majesty’s Ministers 
“ were no more,” at a Moment when the 
most vigorous Resistance on their Part was 
vol. hi. s 
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universally considered as certain. The' 
younger Portion of Society scarcely Remem¬ 
bered any other Minister than Lord North ; 
and Lord Sandwich had presided nearly as 
long at the Head of the Admiralty. To the 
King, the former of those Noblemen was 
endeared by almost every personal Quality 
or Circumstance which could render him 
acceptable in the Closet, as well as useful 
in his public Capacity. More than twelve 
Years of almost daily Intercourse, amidst 
Scenes of perpetual Disquietude and Alarm, 
had cemented by the Effect of Habit, the 
other Motives for royal Predilection. It 
may indeed be reasonably doubted, whether 
even Lord Bute’s Resignation affected the 
Sovereign so deeply or so painfully, as Lord 
North’s Retreat. Mr. Grenville’s Adminis¬ 
tration was regarded by many Persons, as a 
Continuation of the preceding Ministry, un¬ 
der another Name ; whereas in 1782, the 
King could only anticipate a complete Sur¬ 
render. The Individuals, the Measures, the 
Reductions contemplated, accompanied with 
the total Renunciation of Sovereignty over 
the revolted Colonies;—all were alike odious, 
or disagreeable to the King. No Man who 
attentively considers these Facts, will hesi- 
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tate in believing that Lord North might 
probably have continued in Power as long 
as Sir Robert Walpole had done, if the 
American War had not intervened and over¬ 
turned him. Its Duration, Expence, Cala¬ 
mities, and Disgraces, became at length too 
overpowering to be surmounted by any hu¬ 
man Ability. However indisputable I con¬ 
sider the Parliamentary Right of Legisla¬ 
tion over the American Colonies to have 
been ; yet the Attempt to enforce that Right 
by Arms; or, as Burke denominated it, “ the 
“ Experiment of shearing the Wolf,” should 
unquestionably have been renounced after 
the Capitulation of Saratoga. From the In¬ 
stant that France and Spain, listening to the 
Impulse of a narrow, vindictive Policy, and 
oblivious of all Considerations except those 
of Animosity towards Great Britain, under¬ 
took to Sustain by Armies and Fleets, the 
Cause of Insurrection; we ought to have 
abandoned the further Prosecution of Hosti¬ 
lities beyond the Atlantic. Probably, Lord 
North himself was not far removed from that 
Opinion. We are at least in some Measure 
warranted So to assume, from the Tenor of 
his Expressions in the House of Commons, 
when speaking on the Subject, the last Time 
n 2 
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that he rose as first Minister, previous to his 
Resignation. He yielded however to the 
Majority of the Cabinet, sustained by the 
Wishes of the Sovereign. 

The Votes of the 22nd, arid 27th of Fe¬ 
bruary, followed by that of the 4th of March, 
had, it is true, incapacitated the first Minis¬ 
ter for continuing War against America. 
Rut, no Reason existed to prevent him from 
negotiating as successfully for the Attain¬ 
ment of Peace, as could be done by Lord 
Rockingham, or Lord Shelburne. He had 
declared his perfect Readiness to obey the 
Orders of Parliament, though he disappro¬ 
ved, as a Measure of Policy, the Resolu¬ 
tions proposed and carried by General Con¬ 
way. Nay, he had directed the Attorney 
General to bring in a Bill, for enabling His 
Majesty to conclude a Peace or Truce with 
the revolted Colonies; which Proposition 
was actually made and adopted in a 
Committee of the whole House, on the 
5th of March, only fifteen Days before his 
own Resignation. Public Opinion, however* 
seemed imperiously to demand a Change of 
Ministers, ~as well as of Measures. Men, 
long accustomed to ill Success, fondly ima- 



1782 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


gined that they must benefit by the Substi¬ 
tution of new Names. Neither the Health, 
nor the Abilities of the Marquis of Rocking¬ 
ham, seemed,- indeed, equal to sustaining the 
Fatigues or the Duties of Government, at a 
Period of; such national Depression. To¬ 
wards the Earl of Shelburne, it is true that 
all Eyes were directed, as a Nobleman 
whose Talents and Information were pecu¬ 
liarly adapted to the critical Emergency of 
public Affairs. Nor can we doubt, that if 
a cordial Union and, Co-Operation . could 
have been effected between them and their 
respective Adherents;; an Administration 
might have arisen, calculated to rescue the 
Sovereign and the Country from their State 
of Distress. . Fox and Burke acknowledged 
the Marquis for their Leader; while Dun¬ 
ning and Barre looked up to the Earl for 
Protection. Of these four distinguished 
Persons, Fox only could in any Degree be 
regarded as a free Agent. Burke, having 
lost his. Seat at the last general Election, as 
one of the Representatives for the City of 
Bristol, owed to Lord Rockingham his pre¬ 
sent Place in the House of Commons, being 
returned for Malton . Caine sent to Parlia¬ 
ment, both Dunning and Bane. Fox hav? 
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ing not only succeeded in Westminster, bat,, 
being the only Member competent to perform 
the active Duties of the Situation while his 
Colleague Sir George Rodney was absent 
in the West Indies, might be considered as 
standing on a great Eminence. If, to this Cir-r 
cumstance we add his Birth, his Connexions, 
the Energies of his Character, and his splen~ 
did Talents of various Kinds, he might 
doubtless have aspired to occupy in his own 
Person, the Offices left vacant by Lord 
North. Mr. Pelham, and George Grenville, 
who, under the late and present Reign, had 
been placed at the Head of the Treasury 
and of the Exchequer, were only younger 
Brothers of noble Families. But, the State 
of Destitution to which Fox had reduced 
himself, and the Mode by which he had 
effected it, operated to depress him below 
the Level on which Nature had placed him. 
Pitt, though like Fox, he possessed little or 
no patrimonial Fortune, yet became first 
Minister ; while Fox, with Abilities equally 
eminent, never aspired beyond a second 
Place in the Government. The public Voice, 
even under a Sovereign of more relaxed 
Morals than George the Third, would not, 
1 am persuaded, have permitted him to be 
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placed at the Head of the Finances. That 
Place, it was evident, must be conferred on 
.Lord Rockingham^ or on Lord Shelburne. 
Those Persons who looked below the Sur¬ 
face, and who knew how little personal 
Communication existed between the two 
Noblemen in Question, how dissimilar were 
their Opinions on many great Points of Po¬ 
licy, and by what different Adherents they 
were surrounded or impelled ; argued most 
unfavourably relative to the Concord and 
Duration of a Ministry, formed under their 
joint Auspices. 

The King, who upon every Point was 
not less accurately informed than any of his 
Subjects, finding himself abandoned by Lord 
North, as he had repeatedly been deserted 
at earlier Periods of his Reign, by other 
Ministers, chose that Evil which he esteem¬ 
ed to be the least in his Situation. Well 
acquainted with the discordant Materials of 
which the Opposition was composed, he sent 
to Lord Shelburne, to signify a Desire of 
conferring with him, on the Formation of a 
new Administration; and when that Noble¬ 
man attended His Majesty for the Purpose, 
the King proposed to him to accept the 
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Place of First Lord of the Treasury. But, 
Lord Shelburne, however disposed he 
might be from Inclination, to comply with 
an Offer so flattering to his Ambition; felt 
too deeply conscious of his Inability to 
maintain himself in Power, independent of 
the Rockingham Party, to venture on its 
Acceptance. Having stated therefore, the 
Necessity under which he lay of declining 
so gratifying a Distinction, at least for the 
present; he urged the over-ruling Circum¬ 
stances that left no immediate Alternative to 
the Crown, except placing tjie Marquis of 
Rockingham at the Head of the Ministry. 
Sensible that he must submit to the Mea¬ 
sure, however painful, the King therefore^ 
on the subsequent Day, desired Lord Rock¬ 
ingham’s Attendance. At the Audience 
which took Place, His Majesty consented 
to the Conditions on which the Marquis in¬ 
sisted, before he would agree to accept Of¬ 
fice; only attempting to stipulate as a Pre¬ 
liminary, that two of his actual Ministers, 
namely, the Chancellor and Lord Stormont, 
should be continued under the new Admi¬ 
nistration. He could not however obtain 
such Terms; nor was it w ithout some Re-; 
pugnance, and after considerable Difficulty, 
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that even Lord Thurlow was admitted to 
retain his Situation. A decided Negative 
was put on the other Nobleman, whom it 
was determined by the Rockingham Party, 
at all Events to exclude from any Cabinet 
Office. In the King’s Situation, as he could 
neither contest nor protract, a few Days suf¬ 
ficed to terminate the Negotiation: but, 
throughout every Stage of it, a marked Pre¬ 
ference was exhibited towards Lord Shel¬ 
burne. When the House of Commons, pur¬ 
suant to its Adjournment, met again on the 
25th of March, an Adherent of that Noble¬ 
man, (not a Friend of the Marquis, his Com¬ 
petitor for Power,) was selected and autho¬ 
rized to communicate the State of Affairs 
at St. James's. Dunning, who, forty-eight 
Hours afterwards, kissed His Majesty’s 
Hands on being created a Peer, informed 
the Members whom Curiosity or Anxiety 
had brought down in great' Numbers to 
Westminster, that Arrangements for the For¬ 
mation of a new Administration, which, he 
trusted, would meet the Wishes of the House 
and of the Nation, were in considerable For¬ 
wardness. In order to allow Time for their 
complete Accomplishment, he moved that 
another short Adjournment should takes 
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Place, to Wednesday, the 27th. The Mo¬ 
tion, after a few Words from Lord Surrey, 
expressive of a sort of gloomy Satisfaction at 
the Intelligence imparted by Dunning, was 
adopted. 

The Leaders of Opposition, were never? 
theless far from having surmounted all the 
Impediments to their Acquisition of Office; 
and they soon discovered that the Expulsion 
of Lord North, though it might open to them 
the Door of the Cabinet, by no Means se¬ 
cured the Durability of their Administration. 
From the first Moment that the new Com¬ 
petitors for Power, appeared at St. James’s, 
inextinguishable Jealousies arose, and mu¬ 
tual Distrust manifested itself on every Oc¬ 
casion. With Difficulty could they be pre¬ 
vented from immediately proceeding to an 
open Rupture; and the external Appear? 
ances of political Union, which had been 
preserved during several Years of parlia¬ 
mentary Opposition, dissolved as soon as 
they came to divide the ministerial Objects 
of Plunder, or to dispute for Preference in 
the royal Favor. The Marquis of Rocking¬ 
ham, conscious that though he might osten¬ 
sibly be placed at the Head of the new Ad? 
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ministration, yet the King regarded him and 
his Adherents with Sentiments of Alienation; 
while he considered Lord Shelburne with 
Regard, and treated him with Confidence; 
took Umbrage at the Distinction. In this 
Situation of Affairs, before the Formation of 
the new Cabinet, an Incident which display¬ 
ed the superior Interest that Lord Shelburne 
possessed at Court, nearly terminated at 
once the Compact by which Lord North 
had been expelled, and consequently involv-r 
ed the whole Embryo Ministry in total Con¬ 
fusion. 

[27th March—7th April.] Scarcely could 
the Administration be said indeed with Pro¬ 
priety, as yet to have any real Existence; 
for, though Mr. Fox and Lord Shelburne 
had been named Secretaries of State; and 
though Lord Camden had accepted the Pre¬ 
sidency of the Council- while the Duke of 
Grafton was made Privy Seal ; yet neither 
the new Boards of Treasury nor of Admi¬ 
ralty were constituted. Lord John Caven¬ 
dish alone had been sworn in, as the hew 
Chancellor of the Exchequer: hut, the Mar¬ 
quis of Rockingham, and’Admiral Keppel, 
who were destined to preside at the two 
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Boards, were not as yet regularly appointed. 
The Post of Commander in Chief of the 
Forces, as well as the Master General of the 
Ordnance, both which had commonly or fre¬ 
quently been Cabinet Offices, still remained 
vacant. No Individual had been proposed 
to be raised to the Peerage; when Lord 
Shelburne availing himself of the Facility 
which he enjoyed of Access to the Sove¬ 
reign, induced His Majesty to confer the 
Dignity of a Baron, on his Friend and Ad¬ 
herent, Dunning. The Business itself, which 
neither the King, nor Lord Shelburne, com¬ 
municated to the Marquis of Rockingham; 
was managed with such Dexterity, as well 
as Silence and Dispatch, that the first Inti¬ 
mation received of it, even by the Persons 
about tjie Court, arose from Dunning’s kiss¬ 
ing the King’s Hand at the Levee, on his 
Creation. But, no sooner had the Intelli¬ 
gence become known, than it produced the 
most violent Fermentation and Resentment 
among all the Rockingham Party. Consi¬ 
dering their Chief as equally overreached 
and insulted by the Proceeding, since it was 
evident that Lord Shelburne could effect for 
his Followers, Objects of the highest Im¬ 
portance, which proved to the Public hi$ 
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superior and exclusive Ascendancy at St. 
James’s; they determined on exacting im¬ 
mediate Reparation. 

.Under this Impression, several of the lead¬ 
ing Persons, among whom were Fox, Burke, 
and George Byng, having repaired to Lord 
Rockingham’s House in Grosvenor-square, 
a sort of tumultuary Consultation was there 
held on the Occasion. They unanimously 
agreed that the First Lord of the Treasury 
would be at once dishonoured in the Cabinet, 
and disgraced in the public Estimation; if 
the Secretary of State, so much his inferior 
in official Rank, could thus, without his 
Knowledge or Participation, dispose of the 
highest Dignities to his own Adherents. It 
was maintained, that the Reparation ought 
to be no less public, than the Affront; and 
that in order to wipe it away, some Indi¬ 
vidual must be without Delay raised to the 
Peerage, at Lord Rockingham’s personal 
Recommendation. This Resolution being 
adopted, it was next debated whom to choose 
for the Honor. The Selection fell on Sir 
Fletcher Norton, late Speaker of the House 
of Commons: not, indeed, so much fromlhr 
clination, as from Necessity; no other Person 
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appearing equally proper to be created a 
Peer at the same Time with Dunning, as Sir 
Fletcher: they being, both, Lawyers of great 
Eminence in their Profession, Members of 
the House of Commons, speaking, as well as 
voting, in decided Opposition to the late Go¬ 
vernment, and rival Candidates for Power or 
Office. 

On the following Day, Thursday, the 28th 
of March, the new First Lord of the Trea¬ 
sury repaired therefore to St. James’s. Hav¬ 
ing obtained an Audience of the King, he 
represented the Impossibility of his continu¬ 
ing at the Head of the intended Administra¬ 
tion, after the Elevation of Mr. Dunning to 
a Peerage, on Lord Shelburne’s Recommen¬ 
dation, unless His Majesty should be gra¬ 
ciously pleased to confer the same Mark 
of royal Favor on one of his own Friends. 
After some Hesitation, the King, apprehen¬ 
sive of the Consequences to himself and to 
the public Tranquillity, if Lord Rocking¬ 
ham and his Followers should suddenly re¬ 
sign, as they menaced; and aware that Lord 
Shelburne could not support himself alone ; 
signified his Assent to the Proposition: add¬ 
ing, that the Person named, Sir Fletcher 
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Norton, might kiss his Hand at the first 
Levee. But, the Marquis peremptorily in¬ 
sisted on that Ceremony immediately taking 
Place on the same Day. In vain the King 
stated the Singularity and Impropriety of 
such an Act, contrary to all the Usages of 
established Court Etiquette, inasmuch as no 
Individual ever was known to be presented 
at the Queen’s Drawing Room, by whatever 
Title; till he had previously been received 
under that Denomination, at the Levee. 
Lord Rockingham signified in Reply, re¬ 
spectfully, but tenaciously, that every Form 
must give Way on the present O ccasion; and 
he exacted Compliance. Sir Fletcher being 
brought forward, actually kissed His Ma r 
jesty’s Hand on his Creation as a Baron, by 
the Title of Lord Grantley, the same Day, in 
the Drawing Room, to the no small Asto¬ 
nishment of the oldest Courtiers; and hardly 
less so of the newly created Peer himself, 
who having been apprized of this extraordi¬ 
nary Elevation, attended for the Purpose nt 
St. James’s, on the previous Notice of only 
a few Hours. No Instance of such a Breach 
of established Usage has occurred, either 
before or since, in the Course of the present 
Reign. 
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This Subject of Contest being thus regu¬ 
lated, and the Rockingham Party triumphant, 
the new Administration was at length form¬ 
ed, though of very heterogeneous Materials. 
Instead of nine Individuals,' who constituted 
Lord North’s Cabinet, eleven were now ad¬ 
mitted ; the third Secretaryship of State, 
namely, that for the Colonies, lately occu¬ 
pied by Lord Sackville, being extinguished. 
General Conway, as the Recompence of his 
late distinguished Services in Parliament, 
was placed at the Head of the Army. The 
Separation of the Office of First Lord of the 
Treasury, from that of Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, made way for Lord John Caven¬ 
dish’s Entrance into the Cabinet; and the 
Introduction of the Master General of the 
Ordnance, who had not been admitted under 
Lord North, brought in the Duke of Rich¬ 
mond: while, in order to oppose some little 
Balance to the preponderating Ascendancy 
of the Marquis’s Friends, Lord Ashburton, 
late Mr. Dunning, contrary to general Usage 
or Precedent, was admitted to a Seat, in 
Quality of Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan¬ 
caster. The Transition was doubtless great 
in every Instance; but, in that of Dunning, 
peculiarly striking; who, from a Barrister of 
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obscure Birth, though of transcendent Ta¬ 
lents, beheld himself transformed in the Space 
of a few Hours, into a Peer, a Member of. 
the Cabinet, and the Possessor for Life of a 
lucrative, as well as honorable legal Dignity. 

The other great Objects of Ambition or 
Acquisition, were shared with tolerable 
Equality, among the Friends of the two 
principal Leaders. The Earl of Carlisle 
was replaced, as Lord Lieutenant of Ire¬ 
land by the Duke of Portland. Rigby, 
who during near fourteen Years had en¬ 
joyed the prodigious Emoluments of the 
Pay Office, without any Colleague, relin¬ 
quished that enviable and lucrative Post to 
Burke; whose Brother, Richard, was like¬ 
wise made one of the two Secretaries of the 
Treasury. Welbore Ellis, fallen in an In¬ 
stant from his double Elevation of Secretary 
of State, and Treasurer of the Navy, made 
Way for Barre in the latter Employment; 
thus verifying Dundas’s Prediction of the 
Irish warming Pan: while Jenkinson. was 
succeeded, as Secretary at War, by Mr. 
Thomas Townsend. Kenyon became At¬ 
torney General. We were Colleagues for 
the Borough of Hindon, in that Parliament. 

vol. hi. c 
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He possessed a deep and recondite Know¬ 
ledge of the Law, the Result of severe Ap¬ 
plication ; and was supposed to be consulted 
by the Chancellor, on all Cases that arose 
of legal Difficulty. It was indeed to Lord 
Tliurlow’s Friendship, and the high Opinion 
entertained by him of Kenyon’s Ability, that 
the latter was indebted in an eminent De¬ 
gree, for being brought forward in political 
Life. Though he loved Wealth, he was not 
naturally an ambitious Man. I know that 
he reluctantly consented to become a Mem¬ 
ber of the House of Commons, and that he 
was more than indifferent to his Continuance 
in that Assembly. His inflexible Love of 
Justice rendered him superior to Party At¬ 
tachments, or to Party Sacrifices; and he 
was fabricated of such tough Materials, that 
you might break him, but, could never bend 
him. Gascoigne, under Henry the Fourth, 
or Sir Matthew Hale, under Cromwell, 
were not more intrepid and tenacious of 
Right. 

I cannot forget his Expressions, when the 
Question was agitated in the House of Com¬ 
mons, whether the Public had, or had not, 
a Title to demand Interest on the Balances 
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of Money remaining in the Hands' of public 
Accountants. It took Place;—I mean, the 
Debate on the Subject;—in the Month of 
June, 1782, when Fox might be esteemed 
first Minister, though Lord Rockingham was 
at the Head of the Treasury. And Fox’s 
Opinions were well known to be in Favor 
of the Accountants. For, he always main¬ 
tained that, “ when a Balance of public 
“ Money lay in the Hands of a public Func- 
“ tionary, all which the Country or Parlia- 
“ ment were entitled to expect from him, 
“ was, that whenever the Money should 
“ be demanded, it should be forthcoming.” 
These were nearly Fox’s Words, who never 
forgot that his Father had been Paymaster 
of the. Forces; that he had made a vast 
Profit of those Balances; and that his Ac¬ 
counts remained unsettled for many Years 
subsequent to his Decease. But, Kenyon, 
then Attorney General, thought very diffe¬ 
rently on the Point. “ I never will preclude 
“ myself,” said he, when addressing the 
House from the Treasury Bench, “ from a 
“ full Right to discuss in a Court of Justice, 
“ the Question of whether the Public may 
“ not call on their Servants to account for, 
and to refund, the great Emoluments made 
;C 2 
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“ by Means of public Money. I speak not 
“ from ill Will to any Man alive; but, 
“ solely from a Sense of Duty in an Office, 
“ which 1 have, undeservedly, as well as 
“ unexpectedly, been called to fill. I know 
“not how long I may continue in it; but, 
“ if I should be dismissed from my present 
“ Situation, I shall return to much domestic 
“ Happiness, which I enjoyed before I was 
“ called into public Life. So long however as 
“ I may remain in it, I am determined to 
“ do my Duty.” 

A Man composed of such Stuff, might 
look down on Ministers. When Mr. Eden 
only ventured to suppose, that in his Con¬ 
duct relative to Rigby and Ellis, who, 
(as having been, the one, Paymaster of the 
Forces, and the other, Treasurer of the 
Navy,) were, both, largely indebted to the 
Public; he could be actuated by any per^ 
sonal Feelings or Motives, Kenyon instantly 
took Fire. “ I hope,” said he, with great 
Emotion, after justifying himself from the 
Imputation, “ the Right Honorable Gentle- 
“ m^n does not look into his own Heart, to 
“ find out the Motives which actuate Me on 
“ the present Occasion.” Lord North en- 
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deavoured to explain Eden’s Expression; 
but the Attorney General made no Answer. 
Little conversant with the Manners of polite 
Life, Kenyon retained, even when Lord 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, to which 
high Dignity he afterwards rose, all the ori¬ 
ginal coarse Homeliness of his early Habits. 
Irascible in his Temper, like his Country¬ 
men, the Welsh ; destitute of all Refinement 
in Dress or external Deportment, parsimo¬ 
nious even in a Degree approaching to Ava¬ 
rice ; he nevertheless more than balanced 
these Defects of Deportment and Charac¬ 
ter, by strict Morality, Probity, and Inte¬ 
grity. As a Member of the House of Com¬ 
mons, whenever he spoke, though he wanted 
Grace and Dignity, he could not be reproach¬ 
ed with any Deficiency in the essential Qua¬ 
lities of Perspicuity, Energy, and Command 
of Language. General Burgoyne, whose 
Exchange had at length been effected against 
Laurens, the late President of the American 
Congress; being thus liberated from the In¬ 
abilities which his Surrender at Saratoga 
had inflicted on him, was sent to replace 
Sir John Irwine, as Commander in Chief in 
Ireland. 


The Duke of Bolton, as a Compensation 



22 


HISTORICAL 


[1782. 


for the Service which he had rendered in the 
Session of 1781, by arraigning in the House 
of Peers, the Conduct of the first Lord of 
the Admiralty, was made Governor of the 
Isle of Wight. During his elder Brother’s 
Life, when only Lord Harry Powlett, he 
had served in the Royal Navy, where, how¬ 
ever, he acquired no Laurels; and he was 
commonly supposed to be the “ Captain 
“ Whiffle” pourtrayed by Smollet, in his 
“ Roderic Random*” Sheridan received the 
Appointment of one of the Under Secreta¬ 
ries of State in Fox’s Office; who having 
taken for himself the foreign Department, 
left the home Secretaryship to Lord Shel¬ 
burne ; a Partition, by no means grateful to 
the latter Personage, whose extensive In¬ 
formation on all Subjects connected with 
Continental or foreign Affairs, qualified him 
eminently for that Line of political Employ¬ 
ment. Mr. Orde became his Under Secre¬ 
tary. Of all the ostensible Candidates for 
public Situation, whose Birth and Talents 
seemed to call him forward to the Service 
of the State, and whose Eloquence in Par¬ 
liament had eminently conduced to the Tri¬ 
umph obtained over the late Administration, 
Mr. Pitt, alone remained without Post or 
Remuneration. Not that the new Ministers 
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manifested either Insensibility to his Merits, 
or Indifference to securing such Abilities in 
their immediate Support. On the contrary, 
as the best Proof of their Consideration, 
they offered him the Place of a Lord of the 
Treasury, in the Formation of the new 
Board. But, in making him this Proposi¬ 
tion, they appeared to have ill appreciated 
his Character, as well as to have forgotten 
his late Declaration in the House; and least 
of all to have understood the Extent, as well 
as the Depth, of his Ambition. Pitt steadily 
rejected every Proposition or Solicitation, 
preferring to remain for the present, with¬ 
out Office. Whether this Refusal originated 
in his Consciousness of possessing Talents, 
which, from their Pre-eminence, enabled 
him at once to seize a Cabinet Place, with¬ 
out passing, like other Men, through any 
inferior Gradations of political Life; or, whe¬ 
ther it rather proceeded from that superior 
Intelligence and Discernment, which even 
at so early a Period of Youth, shewed him 
that a Ministry imbued with such discord¬ 
ant Principles, and odious to the Sovereign, 
could not possibly prove of long Duration; 
it may be difficult to determine with Cer¬ 
tainty. Probably, both those Sentiments 
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concurred in regulating this judicious Line 
of Action. 


Charles Turner, Member for the City of 
York, and one of the most eccentric Men 
who ever sate in Parliament, accepted a Ba¬ 
ronetcy from the Marquis of Rockingham. 
He was a Man of large landed Property, si¬ 
tuated in Yorkshire, on the Southern Bank 
of the Tees, near the Edge of the Bishoprick 
of Durham. Lord Rockingham could not 
boast of a. more enthusiastic or devoted Ad¬ 
herent in either House: but, Turner’s Attach¬ 
ment was not bestowed on his Rank or Power. 
The constitutional Principles which that No¬ 
bleman professed, and those only, constituted 
the Objects of Turner’s Veneration. It was 
to commemorate, as he said, the JEra of a 
virtuous Minister and Administration attain¬ 
ing to Power, not from any Impulse of per¬ 
sonal Vanity, or Desire of Title, that he ac¬ 
cepted a Dignity which should date and 
derive from the auspicious Period of Lord 
Rockingham’s Nomination to the Head of 
the Treasury. Sir Charles had many Pecu¬ 
liarities of Character, Dress, Language, and 
Deportment, in all which he was truly origi¬ 
nal. He never wore any Coat, except one 
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of a green Colour, with Tally-ho Buttons:— 
for, he was a decided Sportsman. Yet, the 
Lore of Liberty, and Detestation of every 
Encroachment on the Comforts, Pleasures, 
or Enjoyments of his Fellow Subjects, par¬ 
ticularly in the lower Classes of Society, was 
so ardent in his Bosom, that he declaimed 
against the Game Laws , as the most oppres¬ 
sive and disgraceful to our national Charac¬ 
ter. I remember, in the Month of February 
of this very Year, 1782, Mr. Coke, Member 
for Norfolk, having proposed in the House, 
a Revisal of those Laws, with a View to 
prevent Poaching; which Motion was se¬ 
conded by the other Representative for the 
same County, Sir Edward Astley; Turner 
instantly rose, and in animated, tho’ unpo¬ 
lished Language, inveighed against the whole 
Code , which he stigmatized without Reser¬ 
vation. “ It is most shameful,” exclaimed 
he, “ to find this House perpetually occu- 
“ pied in making Laws, to protect Gentle- 
“ men. I wish we made a few for the Bene- 
“ fit of the Poor! Let the Legislature ex- 
“ tend Protection to Them, and the Gentry 
“ will have nothing to fear from their Depre- 
“ dations. If I had been a poor Man, I am 
“ convinced that I should have been a 
“ Poacher, in Defiance of the Laws. It is 
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“ to the Severity of those Laws, we owe the 
“ Encrease of Poachers: I wish to see the 
“ Game Laws revised, and stripped of more 
“ than half their Severity. My Wish never- 
“ theless, is by no means an interested one: 
“ —for, every Shilling that I possess, is in 
“ Land, and I am a Sportsman as well as 
“ other Gentlemen.” There existed not in 
the Kingdom, a more determined Enemy of 
the American War, or of Lord North. Turner 
did not want good Sense, nor was he desti¬ 
tute of Education : but, the Simplicity, As¬ 
perity, and untutored Roughness of his 
Ebullitions, always produced Laughter. 
“ They call Us a Rope of Sand ,” said He, 
meaning the Opposition. “ I will tell the 
“ noble Lord in the blue Ribband, what he 
“ and his Colleagues are. They are a Rope 
“ of Onions; —for, they stink in the Nos- 
“ trils of the whole Country.” He did not 
long survive his Elevation to a Baronetcy, 
dying in the subsequent Year, 1783. Tur¬ 
ner bore some Resemblance to Fielding’s 
Squire Western; but, with far more Be¬ 
nevolence, Probity, Philanthropy, and ge¬ 
neral Humanity, than Sophia's Father pos¬ 
sessed. 

[8th April.] Never was a more total Change 
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of Costume beheld, than the House of Com¬ 
mons presented to the Eye, when that As¬ 
sembly met for the Dispatch of Business, 
after the Easter Recess. The Treasury 
Bench, as well as the Places behind it, had 
been for so many Years occupied by Lord 
North and his Friends, that it became diffi¬ 
cult to recognize them again in their new 
Seats, dispersed over the Opposition Benches, 
wrapped in great Coats, or habited in Frocks, 
and Boots. Mr. Ellis himself, no longer Se¬ 
cretary of State, appeared for the first Time 
in his Life, in an Undress. To contemplate 
the Ministers, their Successors, emerged from 
their obscure Lodgings, or from Brookes’s, 
haying thrown off their blue and buff Uni¬ 
forms; now ornamented with the Append¬ 
ages of full Dress, or returning from Court, 
decorated with Swords, Lace, and Hair 
Powder ; excited still more Astonishment. 
I confess that it appeared to me, the most 
extraordinary Revolution l ever witnessed; 
and the Members of the new Administration 
seemed, themselves, not to have recovered 
from their Surprize at being thus suddenly 
transported across the Floor of the House. 
Even some Degree of Ridicule attached to 
this extraordinary and sudden Metamor¬ 
phosis, which afforded Subject for Conver- 
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sation, no less than Pood for Mirth. It hap¬ 
pened that just at the Time when the Change 
of Administration took Place, Lord Nu¬ 
gent’s House, in Great George-street, having 
been broken open, was robbed of a Variety 
of Articles; among others, of a Number of 
Pairs of laced Ruffles. He caused the Par¬ 
ticulars of the Effects stolen, to be adver¬ 
tized in some of the daily Newspapers, 
where they were minutely specified with 
great Precision. Coming down to the House 
of Commons, immediately after the Recess, a 
Gentleman who accidentally sate next to 
him, asked his Lordship, if he had yet made 
any Discovery of the Articles recently lost ? 
“ I can’t say that I have/’ answered he, 
“ but I shrewdly suspect that I have seen 
“ some of my laced Ruffles, on the Hands of 
“ the Gentlemen who now occupy the Trea- 
•“ sury Bench.” This Reply, the Effect of 
which was infinitely encreased by the Pre¬ 
sence of Fox and Burke in their Court 
Dresses, obtained general Circulation, and 
occasioned no little Laughter. 

All Eyes were for some Minutes direct¬ 
ed towards the Part of the House where 
the new Ministers, occupied in taking the 
Oaths on their Re-Election, engrossed uni- 
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versal Attention. But, no sooner had that 
Ceremony been compleated, than Colonel 
Luttrell, (now Earl of Carhampton,) rising, 
solicited the Notice of the Assembly to the 
Affairs of Ireland, which, from their critical 
Position, He said, admitted of no Delay. 
He called at the same Time on Mr. Eden, 
Secretary for that Kingdom, then in his 
Place, to explain their Nature, and the Em¬ 
barrassment in which they were involved. 
Eden instantly obeyed the Summons; and 
in a Speech of considerable Length, well di¬ 
gested, and by no means destitute of Ability, 
laid open the alarming Fermentation, ap¬ 
proaching to Emancipation from all De-r 
pendance on the King and Parliament of 
Great Britain, by which every Class, of In¬ 
habitants was animated in the Sister Island. 
With one Voice, he said, they declared their 
Determination no longer to submit to any 
Legislation, except that of the Sovereign and 
Parliament of Ireland; concluding by a 
Motion for Leave to bring in a Bill, to repeal 
so much of the Act of the 6th of George the 
First, as asserted a Right in the Government 
of this Country to make Laws for Ireland. 
“ I do not wish,” added he, “ to precipitate 
“ Matters; but, not an Instant is to be lost. 
“ I must set off for Dublin, this Night/ or 



30 


HISTORICAL 


[1782. 


“To-morrow Morning. The Irish Parlia- 
“ ment meets in eight Days from the present 
“ Time, and Mr. Grattan will immediately 
“ propose a Declaration of Rights. I shall 
“ be happy therefore to carry over the pleas- 
“ ing Intelligence, that the Legislature of 
“ this Country is ready to give every rea- 
“ sonable Satisfaction to the Irish Parlia- 
“ ment and People.” 

Eden’s Motion being eagerly seconded 
from various Sides of the House, the 
new Secretary of State rose, and address¬ 
ed the Assembly, in Language Of great 
Animation, accompanied with visible Emo¬ 
tion. Having reprobated the Line of Con¬ 
duct adopted by Mr. Eden, as equally 
factious, injurious, and censurable, in thus 
unexpectedly introducing a Proposition of 
such Magnitude, whose Operation might 
tear asunder the political Ties that united 
the two Kingdoms; he threw himself and 
his Colleagues in the new Cabinet, on the 
Candour of the House, for Protection. He 
protested that, though scarcely inducted, 
yet they had already employed much of 
their Time in Consultation on the Affairs of 
Ireland. Before many Days, or perhaps' 
Hours, would elapse, they hoped to bring 
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forward a Proposition calculated to restore 
Harmony and Concord between the two 
Countries. Against the late Administration 
Fox declaimed with great Asperity, as hav¬ 
ing hy their criminal Negligence and Pro¬ 
crastination, produced the actual Calamity. 
On Eden himself, the Secretary was most 
severe, for quitting his Post, and repairing 
to London, obviously with no other Inten¬ 
tion than that of involving the new Ministers 
in Difficulties, before they could possibly be 
prepared to produce an adequate Remedy. 
Fox terminated by moving the Order of the 
Day, though he exhorted Mr. Eden to with¬ 
draw his Motion; but, He, far from manifest¬ 
ing a Disposition to comply, repeated his 
Intimation of leaving England without De¬ 
lay: adding, that if the Motion which he 
had just submitted to the House, was not 
adopted, it might be too late to avoid a 
Rupture between the two Countries. 

Irritated at such Pertinacity on his Part, 
which evidently originated in mischievous 
Intentions towards the Administration, and 
might be productive of most injurious Ef¬ 
fects to the Public; several Members, either 
connected with Ministry, or composing Part 
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of the Cabinet, successively interposed, and 
endeavoured to enforce Fox’s Exhortation. 
Eden nevertheless treating* these Applica¬ 
tions with Silence or Disregard, General 
Conway, after reiterating the Request, and 
finding it received in a similar Manner, ap¬ 
pealed to the House against him, as highly 
meriting a Vote of Censure for his Conduct. 
So strong, indeed, was that Impression, and 
such the Sentiment of Condemnation ex¬ 
cited, that while Conway spoke, a loud and 
universal Cry of “ Move! Move! Tower! 
Tower!” echoed from every Part of the 
Assembly. I joined in it, myself, almost 
involuntarily; as did' Numbers of other 
Persons, who were not at all attached to 
the new Ministers; but, who felt neverthe¬ 
less the censurable Spirit of the Motion, 
thus suddenly brought forward from Mo¬ 
tives of personal Enmity or Hostility. In¬ 
deed, 1 am persuaded, that if Conway had 
availed himself of the Effervescence, not to 
say Indignation, which pervaded both Sides 
of the House, and had moved to send Mr. 
Eden to the Tower, it would have been 
adopted, unless that’ Gentleman had pre¬ 
vented it by a prompt Submission and 
Apology. 
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The Discussion still continuing, without 
any Approximation to the Object sought, 
Mansfield, the late Solicitor General, en¬ 
deavoured to defend, if not to justify, Eden’s 
Proceeding; though he himself at length 
seemed inclined to capitulate, on the Sti¬ 
pulation of receiving from Fox, a solemn 
Assurance that the obnoxious Act of George 
the First should be repealed. This Demand 
called up Sheridan, who, speaking for the 
first time in his Life from the Treasury 
Bench, inveighed with equal Energy and 
Acrimony, against the extraordinary Con¬ 
duct of the Secretary for Ireland. That 
Functionary, Sheridan said, deserting his 
Duty, animated solely by private Pique and 
Resentment, had not only withheld from 
His Majesty’s present Ministers, all the In¬ 
formation of which he must be in Posses¬ 
sion; but, attempted to exasperate the State 
of Things, by a Proposition big with per¬ 
nicious Consequences to the two Kingdoms. 
It was not however till Cornwall prepared 
to put the Question from the Chair, that 
Eden finding the House generally adverse 
to him; receiving no Support from Lord 
North, though that Nobleman was present; 
evidently entangled in his own Web; and 

VOL. III. d 
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exposed to some Censure for the Line of 
Action which he had adopted on this Occa¬ 
sion, reluctantly consented to withdraw his 
Motion. Far from having succeeded in 
embarrassing the new Ministers, he had 
afforded them an Occasion of acquiring 
some Degree of Popularity, or at least, Par¬ 
liamentary Approbation, at their Outset. 
Fox, in particular, by the manly Prompti¬ 
tude of his Reply, by his Declarations of the 
System which the Cabinet meant to follow, 
and the Protestations of their fixed Inten¬ 
tion to execute all their Promises of Reform 
made before they entered on Office, pro¬ 
duced a most favourable Impression on the 
public Mind. 

With the external Insignia of Power and 
Employment, he seemed to have assumed in 
an Instant, the Tone, the Language, and the 
Sentiments of a Minister of State; though he 
could not, even if he had been so inclined, im¬ 
mediately abandon the Doctrines or the En¬ 
gagements, to which he had solemnly pledged 
himself during successive Years of Opposi¬ 
tion. On the following Day, he brought down 
a Message from the Crown, recommending 
the immediate Consideration of the Affairs of 
Ireland, with a View to such a final Adjust- 
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ment, as might give mutual Satisfaction to 
both Countries. It was adopted without a 
dissentient Voice, or. the slighest Hesitation. 
In the Progress of his Speech on the Occa¬ 
sion, he again alluded with Severity, “to the 
Palliatives which the late Administration,” 
he said, “ had used in treating the Subjects of 
Contest existing between Great Britain and 
her Sister Island, merely in Order to obtain 
the unworthy Advantage of a temporary 
Suspension of the Evil. His Majesty’s pre¬ 
sent Ministers came on the contrary, with 
Minds made up to meet the main Question, 
to settle the distinct Constitutions of the 
two Countries, and to establish such a Union 
or Connexion between them, as might en¬ 
dure for successive Ages.” A loyal Address 
was voted to the Sovereign, re-echoing his 
gracious Message; and the - Ministry ap¬ 
peared to commence their Career at Home 
under very favourable Auspices, at least 
within the Walls of the House of Commons. 

Even the Drawing Room at St. James’s, 
underwent considerable Alteration in its 
Appearance, as well as the Houses of Par¬ 
liament, in consequence of the political Re¬ 
volution which had driven the late Ministers 
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from Power. The Earl of Hertford, one of 
the “ ancient, most domestic Ornaments ” of 
the Court, who had held the White Wand 
of Chamberlain for more than fifteen Years, 
and whose Presence in the Circle seemed, 
from long Habit, almost essential to its very 
Existence; of course disappeared. The 
Duke of Manchester succeeded him. Lord 
Effingham, a Nobleman of great Eccentricity 
of Deportment, whose Name, since the 
Riots of June, 1780, had scarcely been pro¬ 
nounced on the Theatre of public Life, be¬ 
came Treasurer of the Household, in the 
Place of Lord Salisbury. No Individual, 
dismissed in consequence of the Change of 
Administration, was more personally re¬ 
gretted by the King, than Lord Bateman, 
who had held during many Years, the Post 
of Master of the Buck Hounds. I had the 
Honor to know him with great Intimacy. 
The Frankness and Gaiety of his Disposition, 
rendered his Society peculiarly agreeable to 
the Sovereign. Lord Bateman’s Descent on 
the maternal Side, was very illustrious; his 
Mother having been Grand Daughter, to 
John, Duke of Marlborough, and Sister to 
the second Duke of that Name. By his 
paternal Ancestors, he inherited only civic 
Honors; his Grandfather, Sir James Bate- 
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man, being knighted when Lord Mayor of 
London, under George the First. At near 
seventy Years of Age, Lord Bateman pre¬ 
served all the Activity of Youth, accom¬ 
panied by an Elasticity of Mind and Cha¬ 
racter which never forsook him. He might 
have been reinstated in the Employment of 
Master of the Buck Hounds, under succeed¬ 
ing Administrations: but, he preferred the 
Enjoyment of personal Liberty, and passed 
the last Years of his Life principally at his 
Seat of Shobden, in the County of Hereford. 
His Understanding was good, but he loved 
Pleasure of every Description, more than 
Business; and he possessed that Mediocrity 
of Talents, which never inspiring Awe, forms 
the best Recommendation to royal Favor. 
Curiosity was so strongly excited to see the 
new Ministers, and to remark the Demeanor 
of Persons, who during many Years had 
rarely stood in the Presence of the Sove¬ 
reign, or frequented St. James’s; that nu¬ 
merous Individuals attended the Levee and 
the Drawing Room, from no other Motive. 
Those who had always speculated on the 
short Duration of the present Administration, 
derived additional Proofs in Favor of their 
Opinion, from the very Looks and reciprocal 
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Deportment of the principal Personages. 
Every Attention shewn by the King to Lord 
Shelburne, excited the instant Jealousy of 
the Rockingham Party, and hastened their 
final Separation. Time alone, indeed, was 
necessary for making the political Arrange¬ 
ments, indispensable before the former No¬ 
bleman could venture to throw off his Sub¬ 
jection to his Colleagues, and to set up for 
himself, as First Minister. 

[9th—25th April.] Previous to Lord 
North’s Resignation, Mr. Fox had more 
than once insinuated in the House of Com¬ 
mons, that if he were Minister, he possessed 
the Means of making a separate Treaty with 
the Dutch, and of detaching them from 
France. His Friends did not even scruple 
to assert, that “ be had a Peace with Hol- 
“ land in his Pocket:” Expressions, which 
being uttered in a Period of Misfortune and 
Despondency, could not fail of producing a 
forcible Impression on the sanguine, as well 
as bn the credulous, Part of Society. One 
of his first Attempts, as Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, became in fact directed 
to the Attainment of so salutary and import¬ 
ant an Object. In order to effect it, he 
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thought proper to address a Letter to Mons. 
Simolin, the Russian Minister, then residing 
at the Court of London; making through 
him, the Offer of an immediate Suspension 
of Hostilities between Great Britain and 
Holland, as a Step preparatory to Negotia¬ 
tion. This Proposal was afterwards warmly 
reiterated and seconded, by the Ambas¬ 
sadors of Catherine the Second at the 
Hague. But, instead of the Nation deriving 
any Benefit from Fox’s hasty Overture, it 
was received by the States General with 
Coldness, and treated with Contempt; they 
wisely preferring to negotiate in Concert 
with France and Spain, whenever a Plan 
should be set on Foot for general Pacifica¬ 
tion. Baffled in this Experiment, the Ca¬ 
binet next made Propositions at the Court 
of Versailles, with a View to general Ac¬ 
commodation ; and even sent Mr. Thomas 
Grenville, Earl Temple’s Brother, to Paris, 
for the Purpose: while Admiral Digby and 
Sir Guy Carleton were dispatched to Ame¬ 
rica, with Instructions to offer an immediate 
Acknowledgement of the Independence of 
the Thirteen Colonies. The Congress, how¬ 
ever, as if aniihated by the same Spirit with 
the Dutch, refused to receive any Me&* 
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senger, or even to grant a Passport to the 
Person deputed by the British Commis¬ 
sioners, for commencing a Negotiation. 

So conscious was the Secretary of State, 
that some Degree of Ridicule attached to 
the Failure of his Attempt to open a Treaty 
with Holland, as to induce him to anticipate 
public Opinion, by mentioning it in the 
House of Commons. He judiciously pre¬ 
pared his Audience for the Disclosure, by 
first loading Lord North’s Administration 
with the severest Epithets, as solely culp¬ 
able, from their Negligence or Incapacity. 
% Wretched and fallen as the Country had 
“ been depictured,” he said, “ by himself 
“ and his Friends, before they came into 
“ Power, yet its real Condition infinitely 
“ exceeded even their own Apprehensions. 
“ His former Suspicions were poor and 
“ feeble in Comparison with the Fact. Our 
“ Navy was so reduced and impotent, that 
“ he thought an Enquiry ought to be set on 
“ Foot, in Order that the Country might see 
“ the Extent of the Calamity.” Unfortu¬ 
nately for the Secretary, Sir George Rodney, 
commanding the Fleet sent out and equipped 
by Lord Sandwich, had already gained the 
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glorious Victory of the 12th of April, though 
the Intelligence did not reach London before 
the: Middle of the .Month of May. Fox 
alluding next to his recent Experiment for 
making Peace with the Dutch, said, that 
“ owing to the incapable Measures and Mis- 
“ management of the late Ministers, the 
“ greatest Impediments were thrown in the 
“ Way of a Treaty with Holland. If the 
“ present confidential Servants of His Ma- 
“ jesty, had only been called to his Councils 
“ some Weeks earlier , it would have been 
“ effected.” He concluded by repeating his 
Accusations of Lord North, accompanied 
with the Observation, that though no Man 
was less vindictive than himself, yet Self 
Preservation would render it necessary to 
lay before Parliament, the deplorable State 
of the Nation. He probably imagined, that 
in the prostrate Position of the late Minis¬ 
ter’s Friends and Supporters, these Imputa¬ 
tions would pass without Contradiction or 
even Observation. But, the Lord Advocate 
of Scotland, impelled by the manly Nature of 
his Disposition, and not at all overborne by 
the Secretary’s bold Assertions, instantly 
rose to answer him. After exhorting the Mi¬ 
nister rather to promote Concord and Una¬ 
nimity within those Walls, than to awaken 
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Dissension and Ill-Humor, “ If,” conti¬ 
nued he, “ our Navy is really in the bad 
“ Condition described by the Right Honor- 
“ able Gentleman, or has been so grossly 
“ mismanaged as he pretends, the best Way 
“ of proving his Assertion, will be to pro- 
“ duce a better Navy. And if it was such 
“ a very easy Operation as he asserted, to 
“ make Peace both with Holland and Ame- 
“ rica; why does he not accomplish it, now 
“ that he and his Colleagues have the Con- 
“ duct of the Business exclusively in their 
“ own Hands? Or, if they are compelled 
“ to admit that Impediments stand in the 
“ Way, Candor might induce them to sup- 
“ pose that their Predecessors found similar 
“ Obstacles, which prevented their Attain- 
“ ment of the Object.” Fox made no Re¬ 
ply to this Animadversion of Dundas. How¬ 
ever triumphantly he conducted Matters in 
Parliament, where he experienced scarcely 
any Obstacle to his Pleasure, it seemed im¬ 
possible for him to begin his foreign diplo¬ 
matic Labors more unsuccessfully, after 
having held out to the Country, either per¬ 
sonally, or through the Medium of his Ad¬ 
herents, such delusive Expectations. 

He found it much easier to induce the 
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House of Commons to listen to his Propo¬ 
sitions, than to persuade or to conciliate any 
of the belligerent Powers. No Opposition 
whatsoever was experienced from Lord 
North, who, though at the Head of a routed 
Party, yet remained the nominal Chief of 
a numerous. Body of Men. He attended 
very regularly in his Place, and might, if he 
had been so disposed, have greatly impeded, 
if not wholly prevented, many of the Mea¬ 
sures of the new Government. But, far 
from throwing any Obstacles .in their Way, 
he allowed them without Molestation to 
complete their Projects of Reform, in every 
Direction. The King having sent a Message 
to the House on the Subject, Burke opened 
the System of domestic Retrenchment, by 
bringing in anew his famous Bill for the 
Reduction of the civil List, so often pro¬ 
posed, and so often rejected, or eluded, in 
preceding Sessions. Powis seconded'the 
Motion. The Expressions adopted by both, 
when speaking of the Part which the King 
performed in it, were not calculated to ren¬ 
der the Measure itself mere palatable to 
him. Secret Influence was designated clearly, 
as the latent Evil which had so long sepa¬ 
rated the Sovereign from bis People. Burke 
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congratulated the House and the Country, 
that “ the auspicious Moment had at length 
“ arrived, when His Majesty, liberated from 
“ the secret and pernicious Counsel which 
“ interposed between him and his Subjects , 
“ now addressed them in the pure and rich 
“ Benevolence of his own Heart.” Words, 
which in Reality implied more Censure than 
Commendation, since he had already reigned 
above twenty Years, without feeling or ex¬ 
erting this benevolent Impulse. Powis spoke 
out in still stronger Language. After de¬ 
scribing the Act itself of contracting his royal 
State, in Order to diminish the Burthens of 
his People, as entitled to the warmest Effu¬ 
sions of Gratitude; he added, that “ the 
“ Message now sent from the Crown, proved 
“ the Sovereign to be at length delivered 
“ from that baneful and concealed Adviser 
“ which had lurked unseen , and had inter- 
“ cepted his gracious Inclinations.” Fox 
made no Allusion to Secret Influence; but, 
he expressed his Hopes that Gentlemen 
would be unanimous in fulfilling His Majes¬ 
ty’s generous Intentions, as it could be no 
longer objected that the House of Commons 
ought not to interfere with the Civil List; 
4 ‘ the King coming forward to his People 
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“ with unparalleled Grace, and desiring to 
“ participate in their Sufferings.” Jn Fact, 
not one Word was uttered from any Part of 
the House, though a Smile might have been 
observed on certain Paces; and an Address 
to the Throne was unanimously voted. 

When, however, the Bill itself carne to be 
discussed in the Committee, some Weeks 
afterwards, and the Plan of proposed Re¬ 
duction minutely detailed by Burke; instead 
of two Hundred thousand Pounds a Year, 
which Sum, by a Species of political Arith¬ 
metic, formed on Data of his own Assump¬ 
tion, he had calculated in 1779, would an¬ 
nihilate ministerial Influence in the House 
of Commons, commensurate to fifty Mem¬ 
bers or Votes in Parliament; he now pro¬ 
posed only about a third Part of that annual 
Sum for the Scope of his Retrenchment. 
Many Regulations which had appeared to 
be indispensable, while he was in Opposi¬ 
tion, were abandoned when he spoke from 
the Treasury Bench; more undoubtedly, 
from Compulsion, than from Inclination. 
Some Abuses owed their prospective Tolera¬ 
tion to the personal Respect that, he said, 
he felt for the Individuals who presided over 
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the Office or Department. Others were 
perpetuated from Deference to Prejudice, or 
popular Predilection. All the Regulations 
relative to the Principality of Wales, which 
had formed a prominent Feature of his for¬ 
mer Bill, were now, he said, given up, or 
at least, postponed. Not because he by any 
means believed that they would, if adopted, 
fail to be productive of great national Utility; 
but, because they were disagreeable to the 
Welsh. He added, however, that he hoped 
a Time would arrive, more propitious to 
their Introduction. The Ordnance might 
be safely trusted to the Duke of Richmond’s 
vigilant Frugality. Vyner, Member for Lin¬ 
coln, observed on this Clause, that “ as the 
“Duke of Richmond was not immortal, 
“ he would vote for the Enactment of such 
“ Regulations in his Department, as might 
“ render it impossible for any Successor at 
“ the Head of the Ordnance, to abuse his 
“ Power, and to plunder the Public.” Barr6 
afterwards reiterated in his Place, the same 
Opinions. Lord Ashburton, or rather, Lord 
Shelburne, extended his Protection to the 
Duchy of Lancaster. The Mint was left 
untouched; and even two of the white 
Wands, the Treasurer and Cofferer of the 
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Household, as contributing to the Splendor 
of the Court, obtained Grace. Yet, thus 
mutilated, and hardly recognizable, both 
Burke and Powis, when returning Thanks 
to the King, for his Message relative to this 
Subject; melted into Tears, at the Prospect 
of their approaching Triumph over Court 
Profusion and ministerial Corruption. 

Two Bills, one for the Prevention of Con¬ 
tractors sitting in Parliament; the other, for 
excluding Officers of the Excise and Cus¬ 
toms from voting at Elections; were like¬ 
wise passed with little Difficulty or Delay, 
through the lower House, where the Admi¬ 
nistration carried all before them. Sir Philip 
Jennings Clerke brought in the former ; Mr. 
Crewe, now Lord Crewe, the latter. Except 
from Lord Nugent and Mr. Vyner, as well 
as, I believe, from Bamber Gascoyne, 
scarcely any material Opposition was expe¬ 
rienced. Lord Nugent, besides speaking 
against both the Bills in every Stage of their 
Progress, divided the House on them : but, 
he could only carry about fourteen Votes 
with him, while Ministers had more than 
eighty. Gascoyne said that the Bill ior 
depriving Revenue Officers of their Right of 
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voting, violated Magna Charta, which se¬ 
cured to every Subject, his Rights and 
Franchises. Yyner represented, that sixty 
Thousand Individuals would be disfran¬ 
chised by its Operation. The Secretary at 
War having remarked that nothing could 
be more desirable for the Persons them¬ 
selves, than to be thus incapacitated from 
voting; Mr. Anne Poulett observed, not 
without some Wit, that the Assertion re¬ 
minded him of the Anecdote of Don Carlos 
and the Executioner. When the unfortunate 
Son of Philip the Second expressed his Un¬ 
willingness to submit to the Stroke of the 
Axe, the Officer of Justice besought his 
Highness to remain quiet, and suffer his 
Head to be taken off, as it was designed 
for his own Benefit. The Honorable Mr. 
Poulett, Son of the first Earl Poulett, (who 
occupied the high Office of first Lord of the 
Treasury, for a short Period of Time, under 
Queen Anne,) was above seventy Years of 
Age, in 1782, when I knew him, and had 
been named after that Princess, who was 
his God-Mother. Like Welbore Ellis, he 
always came to the House, in a full Dress 
Suit, and regularly took his Place on the 
Government Side, opposite to Rigby. He 
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was a steady Supporter of the Crown, but, 
very rarely rose to speak, being naturally 
of a grave and taciturn Disposition. His 
known Loyalty, and unshaken Attachment 
to the Administration which he believed to 
be approved by the King, subjected him to 
the Lash of the “ Rolliad.” After enume¬ 
rating several other Members distinguished 
by similar Principles of Action, the Author 
adds, 

“ And Nancy Poulett, as the Morning fair, 

Bright as the Sun, but, common as the Air. 
Inconstant Nymph! who still, with open Arms, 
To every Minister devotes her Charms.” 

Mr. Crewe was accompanied by near a 
Hundred Members, when he carried up his 
Bill to the Bar of the Lords: but, in their 
Passage through that House, both Bills, Sir 
Philip Clerke’s, no less than the other, ex¬ 
perienced from the Chancellor, as well as 
from Lords Mansfield and Loughborough, 
the most decided Opposition. These Pillars 
of the Law, far from yielding to the Temper 
of the Times, endeavoured, though ineffec¬ 
tually, to stem its Force. Thurlow, in par¬ 
ticular, even while holding in his Hand the 
Great Seal of England, and while in his 
VOL. hi. e 
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own Person a Member of the Cabinet; yet 
expressed with that gloomy Indignation 
which characterized his Style of speaking, 
the Disapprobation that he felt at such In¬ 
roads on the Majesty of the Crown, as well 
as on the Franchises of the Subject. Unawed 
by the Appearance of Fox and Burke, who, 
in order to impress him with Respect, as 
well as to display the Interest that they took 
in the Success of these Measures, usually 
appeared in the House of Peers, on the 
Steps of the Throne, while the Bills were 
agitating; Lord Thurlow animadverted on 
them with the utmost Severity, and divided 
in the Minority, on all the most obnoxious 
Clauses. But the Stream, which ran with 
too much Violence, successfully to oppose 
its Current, soon secured for each of the 
Bills, the Concurrence of the Sovereign. 

Ft cannot be disputed by the greatest Ene¬ 
mies of Reform, that various of the Offices, 
or nominal Employments, suppressed by 
Burke’s Bill, were become obsolete, destitute 
of any real Function, and void of apparent 
Utility. Nor will it be denied, that the 
annual aggregate Sum which the Measure 
saved to the Country, though now reduced 
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from two hundred thousand Pounds, to 
about seventy-two thousand Pounds a Year, 
yet still formed a considerable Object of 
national Economy. But, on the other Hand, 
the Extinction of so many Places, deprived 
the Crown of that Species of Majesty, pro¬ 
duced by the Operation of Time, and “the 
Hoar of AgesAdvantages, which no Man 
knew better how to appreciate and to vene¬ 
rate, as well as to celebrate and sustain, 
than Burke himself. We beheld him, scarce¬ 
ly ten Years afterwards, stand forward the 
determined Champion of monarchical Insti¬ 
tutions, and the zealous Opposer of almost 
every Kind of Innovation. We may likewise 
remark, that the Board of Trade, and the 
Office of Third Secretary of State, both 
which Institutions his Bill abolished, have 
been since revived, from a Conviction of their 
respective Necessity or Advantages. Even 
the “ Great Wardrobe,” the “ Treasurer of 
the Chamber,” the “ Jewel Office,” the 
“ Clerks of the Board of Green Cloth,” and 
some other Appointments, which may ap¬ 
pear at first Sight to be most exceptionable 
or unnecessary ; yet, as carrying us back in 
Imagination to the Reigns of the Tudors , 
by whom they were instituted, diffused over 
e 2 
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the Throne itself, a Gothic Grandeur, cal¬ 
culated to protect and to perpetuate the 
Sanctity of the monarchical Office. These 
adventitious Aids will not be despised by 
those who deeply consider the Nature of 
Man, and of all human Institutions. 


Other Consequences of an injurious De¬ 
scription, not foreseen at the Time, or from 
which the Author of the Bill chose to avert 
his View, have flowed from the Measure. 
In Burke’s Eagerness to diminish the sup¬ 
posed overgrown Influence of the Crown, 
arising from the Distribution of Offices among 
the Members of the House of Commons, a 
greater Injury has been probably sustained 
by the British Constitution. The Minister, 
deprived of the Means of procuring Parlia¬ 
mentary Attendance and Support, by confer- 
ing Places on his Adherents, has in many 
Instances been compelled to substitute a far 
higher Remuneration ; namely, Peerages. A 
Review of Mr. Pitt’s Administration, will 
form the strongest Illustration of this Re¬ 
mark. I know indeed, from the best Au¬ 
thority, that Burke himself lived to adopt 
the Opinion, and like other Reformers or In¬ 
novators, found Reason to lament the Effects 
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of his own Bill. Being at Bath, in a declin¬ 
ing State of Health, not long before his De¬ 
cease; I believe, in 1797; the Conversation 
turned on the great Augmentation made by 
Mr. Pitt to the Numbers of the House of 
Lords, during the preceding thirteen Years. 
“ 1 fear,” said Burke, “ that 1 am partly 
“ accountable for so disproportionate an In- 
“ crease of Honors, by having deprived the 
“ Crown and the Minister of so many other 
“ Sources of Recompense or Reward, which 
“ were extinguished by my Bill of Reform.” 
Mr. Pitt, when he came into Power, early 
in 1784, had in Fact little left him to bestow, 
in Proportion to the Croud of Claimants, ex¬ 
cept Dignities; and he was not parsimoni¬ 
ous in their Distribution. The two Bills, 
excluding Contractors from sitting in the 
House of Commons, and depriving Revenue 
Officers, of the Right of voting at Elec¬ 
tions for Members of Parliament; though 
liable, respectively, to some Objections; and 
though both were strongly reprobated at the 
Time, by the greatest legal Characters in 
the House of Peers; yet appear to have ob¬ 
tained, and still to retain, the general Ap¬ 
probation of the Country. 
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Many Persons of high Rank reluctantly 
disappeared from about the King’s Person 
and Court, in-Consequence of Burke’s Bill 
of Reform. The Earl of Darlington quitted 
the Jewel Office; and Lord Pelham, the 
Great Wardrobe : the first of which Offices 
owed its Institution to Elizabeth; while the 
latter remounted to the Times of the Plan - 
tagenets. The Earl of Essex laid down the 
Stag Hounds; as did Lord Denbigh, the 
Harriers: while the Disasters of Saratoga 
and of York Town were thus felt by re¬ 
bound, through every Avenue of St. James’s. 
Gibbon, who had sat at the Board of Trade 
since 1779, being dismissed from his official 
Attendance in Whitehall ; found himself 
more at Leisure to continue that great his¬ 
torical Work which he ultimately compleat- 
ed on the Banks of the Lake of Geneva, 
and which will perpetuate his name to dis¬ 
tant Ages. George Selwyn lost a lucrative 
Appointment under the Board of Works; 
and though possessed of an affluent Fortune, 
together with a Borough, yet as he loved 
Money, no Man who suffered in Conse¬ 
quence pf the Reduction of the Civil List, 
retained a deeper Resentment towards the 
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Party who had abridged his Enjoyments, 
and diminished his Income. I knew him 
with some Degree of Intimacy, having sat 
as his Colleague in Parliament, during more 
than six Years, for Ludgershall, from 1784 
to 1790. He resided in Cleveland Row, in 
the House rendered memorable by the Quar¬ 
rel which took Place between Sir Robert 
Walpole and Lord Townsend, under the 
Reign of George the First; when the Prime 
Minister and the Secretary of State seized 
each other by the Throat;—a Scene which 
Gay is supposed to have pourtrayed iii “ The 
Beggar’s Opera,” under the Characters of 
Peachum and Lockitt. Selwyn was a Mem¬ 
ber of the House of Commons, during the 
greater Part of his Life; and down to the 
Year 1780, he constantly represented Glo- 
cester, near which City he had a Seat, at Mat- 
son. The Unpopularity consequent on the 
American War, throughout the whole Pro¬ 
gress of which Contest he supported Govern¬ 
ment, occasioned his being rejected by his old 
Constituents, at the General Election which 
took Place in that Year. He told me, that 
during the memorable. Siege of Glocester, 
undertaken by Charles the First in 1643, 
Charles, Prince of Wales, and James, Duke 
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of York, who both in turn ascended the 
Throne, but, who were then Boys, remained 
at Matson. And he added, that James the 
Second, after he came to the Crown, used 
frequently to mention the Circumstance to 
his Grandfather when he went to Court^ 
observing, “..My Brother and I were gene^ 
“ rally shut up in a Chamber on the second 
“ Floor at Matson, during the Day; where 
“ you will find that we have left the Marks 
“ of our Confinement, inscribed with our 
“ Knives, on the Ledges of all the Win- 
“ dows.” 

Selwyn possessed infinite Wit. He had 
indeed succeeded to Philip, Earl of Ches¬ 
terfield’s Reputation for JBon Mots , most of 
which that then attained to any Celebrity, 
were either made by, or attributed to, him. 
Their Effect, when falling from his Lips, be-, 
came greatly augmented by the listless and 
drowsy Manner in which he uttered them ; 
—for, he always seemed half asleep: yet the 
Promptitude of his Replies was surprizing. 
The late Duke of Queensbefry, who lived 
in the most intimate Friendship with him,, 
told me that Selwyn was present at a public 
Dinner with the Mayor and Corporation of 
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Glocester, in the Year 1757, when the in¬ 
telligence arrived of our Expedition having 
failed before Rochfort. The Mayor turning 
to Selwyn, “ You, Sir,” said he, “ who are 
“ in the ministerial Secrets, can no doubt 
“ inform us of the Cause of this Misfor- 
“ tune?” Selwyn, though utterly ignorant 
on the Subject, yet unable to resist the Oc¬ 
casion of amusing himself at the Enquirer’s 
Expense, “ I will tell you in Confidence the 
“ Reason, Mr. Mayor,” answered he; “ the 
“ Fact is, that the scaling Ladders prepared 
“ for the Occasion, were found on Trial to 
“ be too short.” This Solution, which sug¬ 
gested itself to him at the Moment, was 
considered by the Mayor to be perfectly 
explanatory of the Failure, and as such, he 
communicated it to all his Friends; not 
being aware, though Selwyn perfectly well 
knew, that Rochfort lies on the river Cha- 
rente, some Leagues from the Sea-shore, 
and that our Troops had never even effected 
a Landing on the French Coast. 


But it was not merely as a Man of Wit, 
thaFT delighted in his Society. He was 
likewise thoroughly versed in our History, 
and Master of many curious Anecdotes, re- 
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lative to the Houses of Stuart and of Bruns- 
wic. As he had an Aversion to all long 
Debates in Parliament, during which he 
frequently fell asleep; we used to withdraw 
sometimes to one of the Committee Rooms 
up Stairs, for the Purpose of Conversation. 
Talking to him of the Death and Execution 
of Charles the First, he assured me that the 
Duchess of Portsmouth always asserted, as 
having been communicated to her by Charles 
the Second, that his Father was not behead¬ 
ed either by Colonel Pride, or Colonel Joyce; 
though one of the two is commonly consi¬ 
dered to have performed that Act. The 
Duchess maintained that the Man’s Name 
was Gregory Brandon. He wore a black 
Crape stretched over his Face, and had no 
sooner, taken off the King’s Head, than he 
was put into a Boat at Whitehall Stairs, 
together with the Block, the black Cloth 
that covered it, the Axe, and every Article 
stained with the Blood. Being conveyed to 
the Tower, all the Implements used in the 
Decapitation, were immediately reduced to 
Ashes. A Purse containing a hundred 
broad pieces of Gold was delivered to him, 
after which Recompence he received his 
Dismission. Brandon survived the Tran sac- 
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tion many Years, but divulged it a short 
Time before he expired. This Account, as 
coming from the Duchess of Portsmouth, 
challenges great Respect. 

From his own Father, who had acted a 
conspicuous Part during Sir Robert Wal¬ 
pole’s Administration, Selwyn knew many 
of the secret Springs of Affairs, under 
George the First and Second. He told me 
that the former of those Kings, when he 
came over here from Hanover in 1714, un¬ 
derstanding very imperfectly the . English 
Language; found himself so weary while as¬ 
sisting at the Service in the Chapel Royal, 
that he frequently entered into Conversation 
in French or German, with the Persons 
behind him. Charles the Second, who could 
not plead the same Excuse for his Inatten¬ 
tion ; was accustomed, as we know from 
j Burnet, to fall fast asleep; and Harry Ben- 
net, afterwards created Earl of Arlington, 
usually hwoke His Majesty towards the 
Conclusion of the Sermon. Among the few 
Individuals who had retained under the new 
Reign, the Places that they held or occu¬ 
pied about Queen Anne, was Dr. Younger, 
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Dean of Salisbury. Anticipating the Change 
of Sovereigns, he had applied with such 
Success to render himself Master of the 
German Language, that he was continued 
in the Office of Clerk of the Closet, which 
gave him great Access to the King, behind 
whose Chair he usually stood at Chapel. 
With Younger, His Majesty often talked 
during the Service; a Circumstance, which 
as being indecorous, naturally excited much 
Offence. Lord Townsend, then one of the 
Secretaries of State, animated by a Sense 
of loyal Affection, ventured to acquaint him 
that his Deportment at Chapel, gave Cause 
of Regret, mingled with Animadversion, to 
many of his most attached Subjects; be¬ 
seeching him at the same Time, particularly 
to abstain from conversing with Dr. Youn¬ 
ger. Far from resenting the Freedom taken 
with him, His Majesty promised Amend¬ 
ment ; and Lord Townsend strongly enjoin¬ 
ed the Clerk of the Closet to observe in fu¬ 
ture the most decorous Behaviour on his 
Part. Finding however that they resumed 
or continued the same Practice, Lord 
Townsend sent Younger a positive Order, 
as Secretary of State, directing him, with- 
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Out presuming to present himself again in 
the royal Presence, to repair immediately to 
his Deanery. Dr. Younger, conceiving the 
Injunction to proceed from the King, obeyed 
without Remonstrance or Delay ; and the 
Secretary waiting on His Majesty, informed 
him that the Dean had received a Kick 
from a Horse which fractured his Skull, of 
which Accident he was dead. George the 
First expressed the deepest Concern at his 
Loss, and never entertained the most remote 
Idea of the Deception which had been prac¬ 
tised on him. Several Years afterwards, 
before which Time Lord Townsend had 
quitted his Employment, the King going 
down to review some Regiments that were 
encamped on Salisbury Plain, the Bishop 
and Chapter of that City had the Honor to 
be presented to him, and to kiss his Hand. 
But, when Younger approached for the 
Purpose, His Majesty, overcome with 
Amazement at beholding again a Man whom 
he had long considered as no more, could 
scarcely restrain his Emotions. As soon 
however as Circumstances permitted, he 
sent for the Dean into his Presence, and a 
mutual Explanation took Place. Conscious 
of the Rectitude and Propriety of. the Mo- 
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tives which had actuated Lord Townsend 
in his Conduct, he never expressed any 
Sentiment of Anger, or of Resentment; but 
contented himself with promising Younger 
to confer on him a Mitre, as soon as an Oc¬ 
casion should present itself: an Assurance 
which he would have probably realized, if 
the Dean had not shortly afterwards been 
carried off by Death. 

Selwyn’s nervous Irritability, and anxious 
Curiosity to observe the Effect of Dissolu¬ 
tion om Men, exposed him to much Ridi¬ 
cule, not unaccompanied with Censure. He 
was accused of attending all Executions; 
and sometimes, in order to elude Notice, 
disguised in a female Dress. I have been 
assured that in 1756, he went over to Paris, 
expressly for the Purpose of witnessing the 
last Moments of Damien, who expired un¬ 
der the most acute Torture, for having at¬ 
tempted the Life of Louis the Fifteenth. 
Being among the Croud, and attempting to 
approach too near the Scaffold, he was at 
first .repulsed by one of the Executioners; 
but, having informed the Person, that he 
had made the Journey from London, solely 
with a View to be present at the Punishment 
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and Death of Damien, the Man immediately 
caused the People to make Way, exclaiming 
at the same Time, “ Faites place pour Mon¬ 
sieur. Oest un Anglois , et un Amateur .” 
The Baron Grimm, in his “ Correspon¬ 
dence,” asserts that the Fact took Place, 
not with Respect to Selwyn, but, to the 
celebrated Condamine. Mr. Pitt, in order 
to recompense Selwyn for the Place of 
“ Paymaster of the Works,” of which he 
was deprived by Burke’s Bill, made him in 
1784, “ Surveyor General of the Crown 
Lands,” which Office he retained till his 
Decease, in 1790. 

[26th—30th April.] Hitherto, however, 
Fox occasionally indulged himself in Ani¬ 
madversions of Severity on the late Admi¬ 
nistration, yet no direct Attack upon any of 
the Members of that Cabinet, had been made 
by the new Ministers, or by their Friends. 
But, Sawbridge, acting independently of 
Men in Office, brought forward to the No¬ 
tice of the House at this Time, as a Matter 
of Revision or of Censure, a Pension of a 
thousand Pounds a Year, granted during 
the last Days of Lord. North’s .Continuance 
in Power, to Mr. Robinson, one of the 
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Secretaries of the Treasury. Sawbridge 
commented on the Grant, with all the re¬ 
publican Bitterness of his Character. Lord 
North defended, and Robinson explained, 
the Circumstances attending the Transac¬ 
tion: while the Secretary of State availed 
himself of the Subject and the Occasion, to 
inveigh against the late first Lord of the 
Treasury; inconscious how soon he should 
be compelled or induced, from ambitious 
Motives, to form the closest Connexions of 
Policy, and even of Friendship, with that 
Nobleman. After declaiming with no ordi¬ 
nary Asperity, against his Abuse of the 
Office that he recently held, in order to 
provide for his Adherents and Dependants, 
after he had declared in his Place within 
those Walls, that His Majesty’s Ministers 
were no more; Fox exclaimed, “The noble 
“ Lord talks of the Services of his Secre¬ 
tary. „ Would to God that the Honorable 
“ Gentleman had been idle! Nor is the 
“ Observation confined to him. It extends 
“ to Men of a higher Rank. I wish to 
“ Heaven, they had employed themselves in 
“ Services less injurious to their Country! 
“ I beg of the House to understand that the 
“ Pension; in question, as well as another of 
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“ five Hundred Pounds a Year, given to Sir 
“ Grey Cooper, and a third Pension which 
“ has not been mentioned , were the Work of 
“the late Ministers; not of the noble and 
“ honorable Persons now called to His Ma- 
“ jesty’s Councils.” Lord North having ob¬ 
served that the third Pension alluded to by 
Fox, which was one of three Thousand 
Pounds a Year, recently granted to himself, 
had invariably been bestowed by the Crown, 
on all his Predecessors in the same Employ¬ 
ment ; added, that he had refused it, when 
offered him, some Years earlier. But, the 
Secretary replied, “ Men who have ruined 
“ their Country, are not entitled to the Re- 
“ wards of meritorious Service! Nor will 
“ the Public brook that the noble Lord shall 
“ receive a Remuneration, equal to the great 
“ and popular Earl of Chatham.” 

Sawbridge, whose Pertinacity of Charac¬ 
ter inclined him to prosecute with unremit¬ 
ting Ardor, whatever Matter he undertook; 
resumed the Business three Hays after¬ 
wards; concluding with a Motion, that “the 
“ Pension of one Thousand Pounds a Year 
“ granted to John Robinson, Esq., was un- 
“ merited by public Service , and a lavish, 

VOL. III. f 
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“ improvident Expenditure of the public 
“ Money.” In the Course of his Speech on 
the Occasion, Sawbridge stated, that “ the 
“ noble Lord at the Head of the Treasury, 
“ from his habitual Indolence, entrusted to 
“ the Secretary the whole Management of 
“ that Department. To him, the Negotia- 
% tion of Loans was committed, of which 
“ lucrative Transactions he reserved to him- 
“ self a Share, as well as of other Contracts. 
“ To him likewise was confided the. Ma~ 
“ nagement of that House, in which delicate 
“ Line of Service, he had displayed eminent 
“ Dexterity. For these meritorious Per- 
“ forraances, he had obtained from the 
“ Crown, besides the Pension in question, 
“ Grants of Lands and Houses, together 
“ with the Reversion of an Office of consi- 
“ derable Magnitude;” every Particular of 
which the Mover detailed to the Assembly. 
Lord North was not present; but, Robin¬ 
son, without Discomposure, answered all 
the Allegations; denied some of the Facts, 
and admitted others; leaving the House to 
act on the Occasion, as they might judge 
proper. Fox remained silent: but, Mr. 
Thomas Pitt rising as soon as Robinson con¬ 
cluded, besought the Assembly not to for- 
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get its own Dignity, and the great national- 
Objects demanding their Attention, by occu¬ 
pying themselves in such pitiful Discussions. 
He therefore moved the Order of the Day, 
The Secretary of State instantly availed 
himself of this Proposition, which, he said, 
met his Approbation; though he paid many 
Compliments to Sawbridge, and accompa¬ 
nied them with the heaviest Imputations on 
the late Ministers. Mr. William Pitt sup¬ 
porting his Relation, recommended Unani¬ 
mity, as presenting the only Hope of na¬ 
tional Extrication; and the Order of the Day 
was carried without any Division, though 
not before Lord Surrey had moved for an 
Account of all Pensions granted from the 
15th of February, down to that Time, the 
30th of April. No Opposition being made 
to it, the Business terminated. 

[1st—6th May.] Wilkes, who during 
more than thirteen successive Years, in va¬ 
rious Parliaments, had vainly endeavoured 
to expunge from the Journals of the House 
of Commons, the memorable Resolutions 
relative to the Middlesex Election; after 
being so often foiled, at. length attained his 
Object. The Division which took place 
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upon this Question, when 115 Members 
voted with him, and only 47 against him, 
was attended with the singular Circumstance 
of Lord North and Fox dividing together 
in the Minority. The new Secretary of 
State, whose original political Line of Con¬ 
duct, while supporting the Administration 
which he had recently expelled, and of 
which he once formed a Part, made it some¬ 
times difficult for him to maintain the Ap¬ 
pearance of Consistency; affected to speak 
and to vote from the Treasury Bench, against 
Wilkes’s Motion. He was, indeed, well 
aware of the Charge that would be made 
against him, and alluded, to it in his Speech, 
which formed a Tissue of Contradictions. 
After observing that it was for the Benefit of 
the English People, to give the Power of 
Expulsion to the House of Commons; he 
nevertheless added, that when the public 
Voice had been loudly pronounced against 
it, as he admitted was the Case, he would 
not wish to preserve the Privilege, in order 
to make use of it for the Injury of the 
People. “ Besides,” subjoined he, “ when 
“ the Power to enforce the Privilege is lost, 
“ it becomes no longer an Object to retain 
“ such a Privilege. The People have assor 
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“ ciatedy and have compelled Parliament to 
“ listen to their Voice.” Dundas likewise 
opposed Wilkes’s Motion; but he did not 
the less reprobate Fox’s Doctrine, as dan¬ 
gerous, and subversive of all Government. 

“ Associations ” he maintained, “ would lead 
“ to every Excess; for, if ten Individuals 
“ might legally associate, so might tenThou- 
“ sand. From such Meetings, of which, 

“ Lord George Gordon had exhibited a 
“ Specimen, only Confusion, Tyranny, and 
“ Despotism, could arise.” The Secretary 
of State made no Reply: but, having un¬ 
fortunately given his ministerial Sanction in 
early Life, to various Measures calculated 
for affixing parliamentary Disapprobation 
on the celebrated Member who originated the 
Motion; Fox. therefore probably thought, 
that a Regard to his own Character com¬ 
pelled him, however contradictory to his 
late Line of Declamation and of Action, 
when haranguing his Constituents in Palace 
Yard; to abide by, and to attempt a Justi¬ 
fication of his Conduct, relative to the Elec~ 
tion for Middlesex. No public Man, in¬ 
deed, in my Time, ever appeared to me to 
consider so,little Apology requisite for the 
Contradictions and Derelictions of his poli^ 
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tical Principles; or seemed so completely 
to regard the House of Commons, as an 
Assembly fit for becoming the willing Agents 
and Instruments of every Delusion, however 
gross or palpable, as Fox. The Difficulties 
of the Undertaking never deterred or inti¬ 
midated him; and his splendid Talents, 
which could lend to Sophistry the Colours 
of Truth, emboldened him, by Turns, to 
attack and to defend, according to the Si¬ 
tuation in which he stood, almost every 
Position and Tenet, either of monarchical 
Authority, or of constitutional Freedom. 

While the House of Commons was thus 
occupied in Measures of Reform, or engaged 
in retracting their past parliamentary Er¬ 
rors; the new Ministers, as if they antici¬ 
pated their speedy Dismission, employed 
the precious Moments of their precarious 
Power, in distributing among themselves, 
without Loss of Time, the Honors of the 
Crown. Four Garters, which had been 
found on the King’s Table, unappropriated, 
at the Time of Lord North’s Resignation, 
they naturally considered as lawful Plunder. 
One only of the Number fell to the Share of 
the Sovereign, which he was allowed, though 
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not without some Difficulty, to confer on 
his third Son, Prince William Henry, now 
Duke of Clarence. The remaining three 
were reserved for themselves, with a due 
Regard to their respective Consequence, 
Party, and Pretensions. Lord Rockingham 
having long since received the Order, from 
the Hands of George the Second ; the Duke 
of Devonshire, as Head of the Whigs, was 
invested with one blue Ribband, and the 
Duke of Richmond honoured with another. 
Lord Shelburne took for himself, as was to 
be expected, the fourth Garter. A very 
great Person, then in early Youth, who was 
present at the Ceremony of the Investiture, 
observed with considerable Discrimination 
of Character, that never did three Men re¬ 
ceive the Order in so dissimilar and charac¬ 
teristic a Manner. “The Duke of Devon- 
“ shire,” said he, “ advanced up to the Sove- 
“ reign, with his phlegmatic, cold, awkward 
“ Air, like a Clown. Lord Shelburne came 
“ forward, bowing on every Side, smiling, 
“ and fawning, like a Courtier. The Duke 
“ of Richmond presented himself, easy, un- 
“ embarrassed, and with Dignity, as a Gen¬ 
tleman.” 
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The Earl of Ashburnham, who had been 
during more than Six Years Groom of the 
Stole, laid claim to one of the Garters , under 
a Promise which he asserted to have re¬ 
ceived from the King, and of which he en¬ 
deavoured to enforce the Performance. His 
Royal Master, though he did not deny the 
Engagement, pleaded his Inability to fulfil it, 
under the actual Circumstances of his Si¬ 
tuation, which left him no longer any Option 
in distributing the Decorations in Question. 
This Excuse did not, however, satisfy Lord 
Ashburnham, who was said to have ad¬ 
dressed to the King, a Letter of Reproach 
on the Occasion, couched in Language ra¬ 
ther too severe from a Subject to his Sove¬ 
reign, even if the Cause of Offence had been 
better proved, or more legitimate in itself. 
His Resentment at the supposed Infraction 
of the Royal Word, impelled him to resign 
his Office; which, as being in the King’s im¬ 
mediate Family, and near his Person, has 
always been considered exempt from Minis¬ 
terial Interference. Lord Weymouth, who 
succeeded him, ' had acted a much more im¬ 
portant Part in earlier Periods of His Ma¬ 
jesty’s Reign, when he filled during a very 
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considerable Time, the Post of Secretary of 
State; and even held the Lord Lieutenancy 
of Ireland, for a few Months, though he 
never crossed over to Dublin. He was a 
Man of very eminent Talents, though ac¬ 
companied with great Singularities of Cha¬ 
racter; highly convivial, whose Conversa¬ 
tion entertained and delighted: but, in order 
to profit of his Society, it was necessary to 
follow him to White’s, to sit down to Sup¬ 
per, to drink deep of Claret, and to remain 
at Table till a very late Hour of the Night, 
or rather, of the Morning. “ Junius,” al¬ 
luding to this well known Circumstance, 
when addressing the Duke of Grafton, in 
June, 1771; says, referring to Lord. Wey¬ 
mouth,/ 4 Yet he must have Bread, my Lord, 
“ or rather he must have Wine. If you 
“ deny him the Cup, there will be no keep¬ 
ing him within the Pale of the Ministry.” 
Lord Govver, the Chancellor, . and Rigby, 
were, through Life, his intimate Friends and 
Companions. His Application to Business, 
l?y no means kept Pace with his Abilities, 
nor was he ever a popular Minister. Im 
deed, if we except the first Mr. Pitt; Henry 
Bilson Legge, who was Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, during about five Months after 
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His Majesty’s Accession to the Throne; and 
perhaps we may add, to a certain Degree, 
the Marquis of Rockingham; all three of 
whom were devolved on him by his Grand¬ 
father, or forced upon him by the Nation; 
George the Third cannot be said to have had 
any Minister, in any Department, previous 
to Lord North’s Resignation, who enjoyed 
Popularity. We must except from the Re¬ 
mark, Lord Camden, during the short Time 
that he held the Great Seal as Chancellor. 
Lord Weymouth attracted a considerable 
Portion of the Indignation which characte¬ 
rizes Junius’s opening Letter, written in 
January, 1769, for having officially signed 
the Order which authorized the Military to 
fire on the Populace assembled in St. 
George’s Fields. “ Recovered from the 
“ Errors of his Youth, from the Distraction 
“of Play, and the bewitching Smiles of 
“ Burgundy,” says that Writer, “ behold 
“ him exerting the whole Strength of his 
“ clear, unclouded Faculties, in the Service 
“ of the Crown.” He had preceded Lord 
Ashburnham as Groom of the Stole, in 
1775; from which Office he became Secre¬ 
tary of State for the Home Department; an 
Employment that he held about Four Years, 
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being succeeded in 1779 by the Earl of 
Hillsborough. Ten Years afterwards, Pitt 
created Lord Weymouth a Marquis. 

Though the Administration of which Lord 
North so long constituted the Head, had 
ceased to exist, yet many of the Parliamen¬ 
tary Institutions which had originated under 
him, still continued in Activity. Among 
the principal, might be esteemed the Secret 
Committee for enquiring into the State of 
the East India Company’s Affairs. The 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, as their Chair¬ 
man, brought forward almost as soon as the 
House of Commons met after the Change of 
Ministers, various Reports , calculated to 
shew the Causes, not only of the Disgraces 
and Calamities sustained in the Carnatic, 
but of the improper Expenditure of Blood 
and Treasure in other Parts of Hindostan. 
On these Reports he founded a Number of 
Resolutions , which were finally adopted by 
the House. Sir Thomas Rumboldj late 
Governor of Madras, and two of his Col¬ 
leagues, Members of the Council, became 
the first Objects of public Accusation. The 
second Blow fell on Sir Elijah Impey, who, 
in his Quality of Chief Justice of Bengal, 
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was supposed, or asserted, in more than one 
Instance, to have lent his legal Aid and 
Support to the Supreme Government, from 
self-interested Motives, and for unjust, as 
well as pernicious, Purposes. . Hastings 
himself, then Governor General of Bengal, 
and Hornby, Governor of Bombay, became 
implicated or involved, in these Crimina¬ 
tions. Dundas, when mentioning the for¬ 
mer, in the Course of his opening Speech to 
the House, .admitted that Mr. Hastings had 
on many Occasions proved himself a most 
meritorious Servant of the East India Com¬ 
pany ; but, added, that he was not autho¬ 
rized to fancy himself an Alexander, or an 
Aurengzebe; preferring frantic military Ex¬ 
peditions before the Improvement of Com¬ 
merce, and the Cultivation of the Arts of 
Peace. He then called, on the new Minis¬ 
ters to aid and support him; or, if his Pro¬ 
positions for the Amelioration of our Affairs 
in India, clashed with any of their Plans, 
he offered to resign the whole Business into 
their Hands. Fox in Reply assured him of 
the warmest Support from Administration. 
Our Situation in the East, as depictured by 
the learned Lord, held up, he said, a Mirror, 
reflecting the State of our Affairs in the 
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West. Then alluding to Lord North, he 
subjoined, “ The Effects of the pernicious 
“ System, which, thank God, is at length 
“ destroyed, are felt at this Hour throughout 
“ every Portion of the Empire!” Burke, in 
still stronger Language, inveighed against 
the System of Corruption, which, he asserted, 
had pervaded all the Channels of the State 
under the late Ministry. Measures, adapted 
to the Nature of the imputed Offences, or 
Misconduct of each of the above-mentioned 
Persons, were adopted. Rumbold, who 
possessed a Seat in the House, as one of 
the Representatives for Shaftsbury; having 
arrived from India early in 1781, under Cir¬ 
cumstances that rendered him highly unpo¬ 
pular, was restrained from either leaving the 
Kingdom, or from alienating his Property, 
by Act of Parliament; and severer Steps 
were meditated, or set on Foot against him. 
He contrived nevertheless, after bringing his 
eldest Son into the House soon afterwards, 
to protract the Proceedings, and ultimately 
to elude all Punishment. An Address was 
voted by a great Majority, and presented 
to His Majesty, requesting him to recall Sir 
Elijah Impey from his judicial Situation in 
India. Finally, Resolutions, of a Nature 
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tending to hold out both Mr. Hastings and 
Mr. Hornby, in their public Capacity, as 
Men who had committed Acts of the most 
culpable or unjustifiable Kind, were agreed 
to in the House. But, the advanced Period 
of the Session, and the unsettled State of 
domestic Affairs in a Cabinet divided by 
Animosity, prevented or postponed the fur¬ 
ther Prosecution of these interesting Con¬ 
cerns, to the subsequent Year. 

On the other Side the Atlantic, Misfortune 
still accompanied the English Arms. St. 
Christopher’s, after a long and gallant De¬ 
fence, surrendered : the Islands of Nevis and 
Montserrat were lost. Even the valuable 
Settlements of Demerara and Essequibo, 
situate on the Continent of South America, 
which we had taken in the preceding Year 
from the Dutch, were recaptured by France. 
Rodney, indeed, having arrived out, joined 
Sir Samuel Hood at Barbadoes: but he 
found himself unable to intercept, or to pre¬ 
vent, the Arrival of a Convoy from Brest, 
which brought to the French Admiral de 
Grasse, supplies the most essential for his 
projected hostile Operations. At Home, 
general Despondency or Apathy, pervaded 
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the Country. Every Allegation which had 
been brought forward against the late First 
Lord of the Admiralty while in Office, was 
renewed with augmented Violence, now that 
he had retired to private Life; and these 
Clamors were supported or encouraged by 
the new Ministers. Fox, speaking on the 
Subject of Retrenchment, in the House 
of Commons, upon the 6th of May, when 
Burke’s Bill for diminishing the royal House¬ 
hold, was under Consideration, launched 
out into his accustomed Condemnation of 
the preceding Ministry. “ An Enquiry into 
“ the actual State of the Finances,” he obser¬ 
ved, “ was already commenced. He anxi- 
“ ously wished that another Enquiry should 
“ be instituted, to disclose the Condition of 
“ the Navy, ivhich had been found deplorable 
“ beyond Conception.” “ As to the Nature 
“ of our foreign Alliances,” added he, “ no 
“ Enquiry is necessary. Should a Commit- 
“ tee be appointed to sit upon that Subject, 
“ their Report must be concise; ice- have 
“ none” Sir George Rodney’s Victory con¬ 
stituted the best Reply to the Charges made 
against Lord Sandwich. The American 
War, and the Calamities which it produced, 
not any Want of Exertion, Foresight, or Ta- 
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lent in the late Cabinet, had alienated from 
us the Continental Powers, and rendered in¬ 
effectual every Endeavour to form Connex¬ 
ions of Policy or Friendship with the 
European States. Rodney himself was en¬ 
veloped in the Accusations levelled against 
the Board of Admiralty which had sent 
him out; and Disasters more severe than 
any that we had yet experienced, were pre¬ 
dicted or anticipated, as about to happen in 
that Quarter of the Globe where he com¬ 
manded. Never was the Nation less pre¬ 
pared for, nor less in Expectation of, the 
great Victory that impended in the West 
Indies, than a Week, or even a Day, before 
the Intelligence arrived. It required the ut¬ 
most Exertions of the new Admiralty, to 
prevent the Dutch Squadron, which quitted 
the Texel at this Time, from effecting a 
Junction with the combined Fleets of France 
and Spain, commanded by Guichen. Lord 
Howe, now restored to the British Navy, 
and like Keppel, created an English Vis¬ 
count, effected a Service so distinguished, 
which unquestionably entitled him to the 
Gratitude of his Country. 

[7th May.] If Mr. Pitt, whether from the 
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Dictates of profound Ambition, or from 
the Calculations of ordinary Prudence, had 
thought proper to refuse accepting any Place 
or Situation under the new Ministry; he did 
not on that Account, withdraw his indivi¬ 
dual Exertions as a Member of Parliament, 
or retire in any Degree from public View 
and Admiration. On the contrary, he came 
eminently forward at this Time, as a Candi¬ 
date for national Approbation, in the deli¬ 
cate, as well as arduous Character of a poli¬ 
tical Reformer. The Spirit of the Times, 
which operated greatly in his Favor, re¬ 
moved many of those Obstacles, that might 
have impeded him, if he had made the 
Attempt under the former Administration. 
While Burke carried Retrenchment into the 
Palace, as well as to the Table, of the So¬ 
vereign ; Pitt aspired to renovate, or to re¬ 
organize, the national Representation. In 
the Progress of a Speech, conceived with 
consummate Ability, and delivered from the 
Treasury Bench, lie endeavoured to shew 
the Vices of the actual State of popular 
Election, and to point out the most effica¬ 
cious or salutary Remedies. The Abuses 
alleged by him to exist, which were indeed 
indisputable, seemed at first Sight loudly to 
voe. Ill, Q 
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demand Redress. But, on the other Hand, 
Theory and Practice might be found greatly 
at Variance; and even the Reformers them¬ 
selves, it was well known, differed widely 
in their Ideas or Opinions on the Point. 
The Duke of Richmond, who carried his 
Principles to an Utopian and visionary 
Length, would have extended the Right of 
voting, almost to the whole Population of 
Great Britain. Fox supported on this Oc¬ 
casion, both with his Eloquence and his 
Vote, the Plan proposed by Pitt: but, Burke, 
less democratic in his Ideas of Government, 
refused to lend his powerful Aid to a Cause 
which he disapproved. The Secretary at 
War, Mr. Townsend, who looked forward 
to the Possession of a Borough, at the De¬ 
cease of George Selwyn, his Uncle; equally 
absented himself, as did others of the minis¬ 
terial Followers. Lord North, though he 
attended the Discussion, and opposed all 
Innovation, yet, to the Surprize of his 
Friends, took no active Part in the Debate. 
Dundas, however, supplied his Place, and 
made an animated Appeal against the pro¬ 
jected Reform; as did Mr. Thomas Pitt, at 
great Length, with much Ability. Indeed, 
I thought his Speech as eloquent, as per T 
suasive, and more solid in its Deductions, 
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than that of his Relation, who brought for¬ 
ward the Question. 

Conscious as Mr. Thomas Pitt was, that 
he represented only a nominal Borough; 
and elected Himself, together with his Fa- 
ther-in-Law, Pinckney Wilkinson, as Mem¬ 
bers for Old Sarum; he felt the Subject 
to demand extraordinary Delicacy. Nor 
did he make a false Step, from the Com¬ 
mencement to the Close of his Discourse. 
On the contrary, he endeavoured with great 
Address, to shew from his own Conduct 
through successive Parliaments for he 
had sate, I believe, in five;—that a Man 
returned to the House of Commons by 
a single Tenement, might be as indepen¬ 
dent, as high minded, and as incorrupt, as 
he who took his Seat for a County, or for 
the City of London. While he paid the 
greatest Compliments to the Mover of the 
Proposition, he denied the Principles and 
the Facts on which his Relation founded 
every one of his Conclusions. Equality of 
Representation, Mr. Thomas Pitt observed, 
never was, nor could have been the Basis 
on which our Ancestors meant to erect the 
Liberties of England, since they allowed 
g 2 



84 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1782 . 


the little County of Rutland to send as 
many Members to that Assembly, as York¬ 
shire or Somerset. To one Proposition for 
reforming the Representation, and to one 
only, which had been recommended by the 
great Earl of Chatham, he expressed his 
Assent; namely, the Addition of a Knight 
of the Shire, or Member for every County 
throughout England. Sawbridge seconded, 
and Sheridan supported, Pitt’s Motion; but, 
Sir Charles Turner, by his Originality and 
blunt Simplicity of Diction, as well as of 
Sentiment, attracted more Attention than 
either the one or the other. He said, “ in 
“ his Opinion, the House of Commons 
“ might be justly considered as a Parcel of 
“ Thieves, who having stolen an Estate, 
“ were apprehensive of allowing any Person: 
“ to see the Title Deeds, from the Fear of 
“ again losing it by such an Inspection. 
“ That they were not the Representatives of 
“ the People, was clear; for, they had car- 
“ ried on the cursed American War, though 
“ the Voice of the whole Nation opposed it.” 
“ I believe, indeed,” added he, “ the present 
“ Ministers are more honest than their Pre- 
“ decessors; but I want the Constitution to 
“ be so established, that no Administration, 
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“ however bad, may be able to convert it to 
“ the Injury of the People.” Powis strong¬ 
ly opposed the Motion, as did Rigby, who 
not only treated all Innovations as dangerous 
theoretical Experiments, but, denied that a 
Reform in the national Representation, was 
demanded by the People. Associations, he 
said, formed exclusively of Individuals who 
met for the express Purpose, proceeded to 
elect Delegates; and these latter published 
Resolutions in the Newspapers, which were 
falsely assumed to speak the public Opinion. 
Sir Horace Mann moved the Order of the 
Day. 

The Measure itself not being a Party 
Question, though of a Nature the most in¬ 
teresting ; by no Means attracted the Atten¬ 
dance which had been produced by the 
Motions, that preceded the Dissolution of 
the late Administration. Scarcely more 
than three hundred Members voted upon it, 
while near five hundred had been present in 
more than one of the Divisions of the Month 
of March. Pitfs Proposition “ to appoint 
“ a Committee for enquiring into the State 
“ of the National Representation,” though it 
could only be considered as a preliminary 
Step, yet was negatived by a Majority of 
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tiventy. I made one of that small Majority, 
and it is a Vote of which I not only never 
have repented, but, of which I more and 
more approve on full Consideration;—for, I 
have always regarded the Rejection of Pitt’s 
Attempt, in 1782, to alter the national Re¬ 
presentation, as one of the narrowest Es¬ 
capes which the British Constitution has 
had of Subversion, in our Time. Eleven In¬ 
dividuals passing over from one Side to the 
other, might have opened wide the Door of 
Innovation. And, once opened, what Power 
could shut it ? The Moment too was pecu¬ 
liarly favorable to Propositions of Reform 
and Amelioration, when the Nation, bent 
down and disgusted by the Calamities of 
the American War, lent a ready Ear to 
every Project that held out the Prospect of 
a better Order of Things. When the same 
Subject was agitated anew in the following 
Session, the Danger was over. Peace had 
been restored; and though Mr. Pitt not only 
brought it again forward, but, was joined by 
two of his most formidable Opponents;—I 
mean* Mr. Thomas Pitt, and Mr. Dundas;— 
yet the House rejected it by a great Majo¬ 
rity. So complete a Change had taken 
Place in public Opinion, between the two 
Periods! It was indeed difficult not to re- 
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fleet, while listening to the Arguments of 
Mr. Pitt, who eloquently depictured the 
Corruption of the rotten Boroughs, among 
which, several, he said, “ were to be consi- 
“ dered as within the Controul of the Car- 
“ natic; and under the immediate Influence 
“ of the Nabob of Arcot;” that he was him¬ 
self, sitting at that very Time, for Appleby, 
by the Influence, or in other Words, by the 
Nomination of an English Nabob, Sir James 
Lowther. To the corrupted State of the 
Representation, therefore, it was owing that 
he had himself obtained a Place in the 
House of Commons. 

It was equally impossible not to be con¬ 
scious, that if the Regulation which enacts, 
that every Member of that Assembly shall 
be bond fide possessed of three hundred 
Pounds per Annum Freehold Estate, had 
been severely and literally enforced; nei¬ 
ther Fox, nor Pitt, nor Sheridan, nor 
many other eminent Individuals, could ever 
have sate in Parliament. Probably, in¬ 
deed, on the Day that Mr. Pitt made his 
Motion, he scarcely possessed any Pro¬ 
perty; certainly, no landed Property: and 
as to Fox, though actually Secretary of 
State, he was known to be plunged in Debts, 
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contracted by Play, which left him without 
Fortune, or almost Means of Support. But 
they did not less constitute the two most 
distinguished Persons of the Age in which 
they lived, the Ornaments of their Country 
in different Lines. Fox always maintained 
without Reserve, in private Conversation, as 
well as in Parliament, that to enforce rigidly 
the Rule relative to the Qualifications of 
Members, would be at once to exclude Ta¬ 
lents from obtaining Entrance into the 
House. So little, indeed, may Speculation 
and Fact agree, that if the List of Represen¬ 
tatives for the County of York, of Devon, 
or of Lincoln, ever since the Reign of Eliza¬ 
beth, down to the present Year, were to be 
compared with those who have been sent to 
Parliament during the same Period of Time, 
from the vilest Cornish Borough; we shall 
find, that in every Quality justly recom¬ 
mending to a Seat in the Legislature; 
namely, high Birth, extensive Property, dis¬ 
tinguished Talents, or public Principle and 
Virtue; the Superiority will be found, in 
many Instances, perhaps in most, to incline 
on the Side of the Persons elected for 
the Boroughs. Such an Estimate might be 
difficult to make, and must be always in 
.some Measure open to Dispute: but it serves 
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to prove, that various Principles in Legis¬ 
lation, as well as various Abuses, do not 
produce the Effects which might naturally 
be expected to result from them in Theory. 

[8th—16th May.] Two great public Mea¬ 
sures were successively brought forward 
about this Time, by the new Administration; 
of both which, the Secretary of State formed 
the official Organ for their Communication 
to the House of Commons. Both appeared 
to me highly deserving of Approbation, as 
dictated by a vigorous Policy, or by a Spirit 
of wise Conciliation. The first was a Plan 
for arming the People, or more properly, 
an Invitation to them to arm themselves, 
contained in a circular Letter addressed 
by the Minister for the Home Department, 
to the Magistrates of the principal Cities 
throughout the Kingdom. If we contem¬ 
plate the critical Position of Great Britain 
in May, 1782, previous to our receiving the 
Intelligence of Rodney’s Victory; surround¬ 
ed by Enemies who had been during succes¬ 
sive Years, almost Masters of the English 
Channel; while the whole East Coast, from 
Leith down to Yarmouth, lay exposed to an 
Attack or to an Invasion from the Dutch, 
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who had recently treated with Contempt, 
Fox’s Overtures for a separate Treaty;—if we 
weigh these Circumstances, we cannot with 
Justice refuse our full Tribute of Praise to an 
Act of such judicious Energy. Mr. Daniel 
Parker Coke, nevertheless, animated, as he 
always was, by public spirited and honest, 
though in this Instance, mistaken Views 
of national Benefit, or Safety; brought the 
Consideration of Lord Shelburne’s Letter 
before the House of Commons. Mindful of 
Lord George Gordon’s Outrages, when a 
furious, but, happily, an unarmed Mob, sur¬ 
rounded and menaced both the Assemblies 
of Parliament; he called upon the King’s 
Ministers to explain and to justify their pre¬ 
sent Proceeding: a Proceeding unauthorized 
previously by either Branch of the Legisla¬ 
ture. Thus questioned, or rather, inculpated, 
Fox rose, and in a Speech of great Ability, 
worthy an enlightened, as well as a liberal 
Statesman, assigned the most convincing 
Reasons for the Adoption of the Measure. 
Nor did he omit, according to his usual 
Practice, to derive new Arguments in its 
Justification, drawn from the Incapacity, 
Neglect, or culpable Want of Exertion in 
the late Ministers; whom he accused of 
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keeping the Country ignorant of their Dan¬ 
ger, and not daring, Themselves, to look it 
in the Face. He received nevertheless on 
this Occasion, both from Dundas and from 
Rigby, the strongest Assurances of Support, 
accompanied with the warmest Eulogiums 
on the Conduct of the Cabinet. Mr. Coke 
himself, though sustained in his Arguments 
by Mansfield, the late Solicitor General, ad¬ 
mitted the Validity of the Reasons which 
the Secretary of State assigned, and only 
demanded that the Measure should receive 
the Sanction of Parliament, previous to its 
general Adoption. No Act of the Marquis 
of Rockingham’s Government seems entitled 
to more unqualified Commendation, than the 
Plan for thus rendering the People, the 
Agents of their own Protection against 
foreign Force. It has been found in later 
Times, when improved and extended, our 
best Security against internal Insurrection, 
as well as against the formidable Armaments 
of revolutionary France. 

[17th May.] The second Measure to 
which I allude, regarded Ireland, and was 
dictated by an overwhelming Necessity, if 
not by enlarged and generous Views of Po- 
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licy. That Island, completely in Possession 
of Independence, and defended by her own 
Volunteers, exacted, with Arms in her Hands, 
a Renunciation of all Parliamentary or le¬ 
gislative Supremacy on the Part of Great 
Britain, together with a similar Abandon¬ 
ment of the appellant Jurisdiction exercised 
here in the Courts of Law. In Return for 
these Concessions, she offered her loyal 
Submission to the King of Ireland ', the com¬ 
mon Sovereign of both Kingdoms. Fox, 
after demonstrating with great Force of Rea¬ 
son, that we had no other Alternative left us 
than Acquiescence, subjoined, “ If therefore 
“ I shall this Day be compelled to move 
“ any Proposition humiliating to English- 
“ men, the Fault is not mine. It is the 
“ Fault of those Ministers, who left the Vo- 
“ lunteers of Ireland in a Condition to make 
“ the Demands, contained in the Addresses 
“laid upon your Table: not, indeed, by 
“ leaving Arms in their Hands, but, by leav- 
“ ing them their Injuries and their Oppres- 
“ sions.”—“ Of the Volunteers themselves, I 
“must speak respectfully: for, they have 
“ acted with Temper and Moderation; nor 
“ have they committed a single Act, which 
“ does not excite my Veneration and Re- 
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“ spect. Whatever Blame may be attributed 
“ throughout this whole Business, I impute 
“ not a Particle of it to Ireland. I lay it all 
“ at the Door of the late Administration 
He then moved to repeal the Act of 1719, 
which declared the Dependence of Ireland 
on the Crown of Great Britain ; observing, 
that it would constitute a Pledge to the In¬ 
habitants of the Sister Island, of our Since¬ 
rity, and Determination to conduct ourselves 
openly throughout every Stage of the Trans¬ 
action. 

Mr. Thomas Pitt, who had performed a 
very prominent Part in all the Debates of 
the lower House, during the whole Course 
of the last, and of the present Session, se¬ 
conded the Motion ; but, not without previ¬ 
ously entering his Protest against some of 
the Principles and Doctrines laid down by 
Fox on that Day. Doctrines or Opinions, 
which, it must be owned, coming from a Mi¬ 
nister of the Crown, seated on the Treasury 
Bench, having the Management of the House 
of Commons, and in some Measure direct¬ 
ing the Cabinet itself, sounded very extraor¬ 
dinary to loyal Ears; and savoured more, 
as I thought, of Algernon Sydney, or of 
Hampden, than of a Secretary of State under 



04 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1782 . 


a Monarchy. Not a Word was uttered 
throughout the whole Discussion, by any 
Member of Lord North’s Administration, 
either in their own Exculpation, or expres¬ 
sive of their Sentiments relative to the Pro¬ 
positions about to be adopted. I must ex¬ 
cept Mr. Eden from this Remark, who was 
present in his Place, and gave his Assent or 
Approbation, qualified nevertheless by cer¬ 
tain Reservations, to Fox’s Proposal. The 
Motions passed without a dissentient Voice, 
though not without a Feeling of universal 
Humiliation. Ireland, imitating America, 
had in Fact emancipated herself from all 
Subjection to British Laws, but she still re¬ 
mained obedient to the Monarchy. Perhaps, 
this Day may be esteemed the Point of our 
lowest Depression as a Nation, during the 
calamitous Period of Time between the 
Commencement of the American War in 
1775, and the Peace of 1783. Only a few 
Hours afterwards, arrived the Tidings of 
Rodney’s Victory; an Event which elec¬ 
trified the whole Population of Great Bri¬ 
tain; proportionately depressed our Euro¬ 
pean Enemies; and being followed by their 
Repulse before Gibraltar, at the Interval of 
scarcely four Months, produced our Extri¬ 
cation. 
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Pitt having failed in his Attempt to alter 
the Representation in the House of Com¬ 
mons, Sawbridge endeavoured in some mea¬ 
sure to attain the same Object, by shorten¬ 
ing the Duration of Parliaments; but, his 
Motion was happily rejected; 149 voting 
against it, while only 61 Members supported 
the Proposition. The Debate nevertheless 
was not only animated, but, gave rise to some 
Circumstances of great Singularity. Rigby 
opposed it, as from Him might have been ex¬ 
pected ; treating the Idea itself with Contempt 
or Ridicule, and utterly, denying that it was 
either the Sense or the Wish of the People 
at large. He concluded by adverting to a 
Meeting of the Electors of Westminster, 
which had been held in Westminster Hall 
a few Days before; observing sarcastically, 
that “ the best Sense of the Assembly there 
“ convened, could not probably be collected 
“ upon this Occasion, on Account of Mr. 
“ Fox’s Absence from it.” The Secretary of 
State immediately rose, and with the manly 
Disdain of all little prudential Arts, or half 
Measures, which always characterized him, 
whether in, or out'of Office, replied, that his 
only Reason for not taking the Chair, when 
that numerous and respectable Body of In- 
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dividuals met, was because he knew their 
Intention of addressing His Majesty, on the 
late Change of Ministers. Being himself a 
Member of the new Cabinet, he conceived 
it indecorous to preside on such an Occa¬ 
sion. “The Right Honorable Gentleman,” 
continued he, “ who has just sate down, asks, 
“ how we are to collect the Sense of the 
“ People? Why, let him turn his Eyes to- 
“ wards- Ireland, and see how it has been 
“ collected there. The Parliament of that 
“ Country spoke one Language, and the 
“ Nation spoke another. In Consequence, 
“ the People armed: but it is the Fatality 
“ of this Country, never to open its Eyes 
“ till general Ruin menaces, and every Man 
“ is preparing to take up a Musket.” We 
must admit that these Expressions, even if 
we allow their Truth, and admire their 
Energy, would have been more suitable to 
the Leader of Opposition, than to a Man 
filling one of the highest Offices of State. 
Such unquestionably was the Impression 
made by them at St. James’s; and I believe 
1 might add, in St. Giles’s. It was evident 
that Fox, even while holding the Seal of his 
Department, looked more to the Approba¬ 
tion and Support of the People, for retaining 
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his Situation, than to the Favor of the So¬ 
vereign. We may even suspect that he al¬ 
ready foresaw or anticipated the Events 
which took Place, only a few Weeks after¬ 
wards, on Lord Rockingham’s Decease. 
Nor can we wonder that George the Third 
should entertain strong Prejudices against a 
Man, who seemed never to forget that he 
owed his Power solely to the Predilection 
of the People, and who only hoped to pre¬ 
serve it by their active Interference. Fox, 
when speaking in the House of Commons, 
would have done wisely to recollect, that 
another illustrious Statesman, as well as 
profound Writer, who, like himself, passed 
almost his whole Life in Opposition to the 
Government of his Day;—I mean, the Cardi¬ 
nal de Retz;—has observed —“quil vaut 
“ mieux faire des Sottises , que d’en dire:” 
Words dictated by. a perfect Knowledge of 
human Nature and of Man. 


Pitt sustained Sawbridge’s Motion with 
far more Decision, more Energy, and with 
a much stronger Conviction of its Utility to 
the Cause of constitutional Freedom, than 
was manifested by the- Secretary of State. 
The.latter lent only a very limited Appro- 
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bation to it; adding, that “as he was con¬ 
vinced the People wished it, and would 
“ have it, he should vote for it; though he 
“ doubted whether it would be productive 
“ of the beneficial Effects, expected to result 
“ from the Proposition.” I am indeed per¬ 
suaded, that if Fox had been once confirmed 
in Office, and; acceptable to the Sovereign, 
he would have steadily repressed all demo¬ 
cratic Innovations; as, on the other Hand, 
had Pitt passed his whole Life on the Op¬ 
position Bench, poor and excluded from 
Power, I believe he would have endeavoured 
to throw his Weight into the Scale of the 
popular Representation. So . much does 
Situation, as well as Sentiment, operate on 
the Tenor of our Conduct through Life! It 
appeared to me, that Pitt had received from 
Nature, a greater Mixture of republican 
Spirit, than animated his Rival; but, royal 
Favor and Employment softened its As¬ 
perity; while his superior Judgment and 
Command over himself, enabled him to con¬ 
ceal those Emotions, to which Fox impru¬ 
dently gave vent. Sir Charles Turner set 
the House in a Roar, though at his own 
Expence, by his Answer to Rigby’s Obser¬ 
vations on the Meeting held in Westminster 
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Hall. “ 1 will make free to tell the Right 
“ Honorable Gentleman,” said he, “ that 
“ more good Sense was uttered in that As- 
“ sembly, and to a much honester Audience, 
“ than I ever witnessed within these Walls. 
“ The People who attend there, do not come 
“ for Hire, and to get Places. They meet 
“ for the Purpose of asserting their Rights, 
“ and to defend their Wives and Children.” 
Powis, whose Love of Liberty was always 
under the Controul of Moderation, good 
Sense, and Loyalty; opposed Sawbridge’s 
Experiment on the British Constitution, as 
neither desired by the Nation in general, 
nor, if conceded, likely to operate for the 
public Felicity and Advantage. In a Speech 
of considerable Length, full of Matter, deco¬ 
rated with all the Charms of Elocution, 
Burke brought his powerful Assistance to 
the same Side; demonstrating how inju¬ 
rious to the People themselves, to the pub¬ 
lic Tranquillity, and to the Greatness of 
the State, the Abbreviation of Parliaments 
would be found in Practice. He always 
held and maintained similar Principles: nor 
was Fox, I believe, at all chagrined at the 
Result of the Debate, and of the Division. 
’rr2' 
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Nearly two Months had now elapsed since 
Lord North’s Resignation; during which 
Period of Time, though he attended fre¬ 
quently in his Place; yet, except when per¬ 
sonally attacked, as he had been a few 
Weeks before, on the subject of his own, 
and of Robinson’s Pension; he had scarcely 
given any Marks of political, or parliamen¬ 
tary Existence. Still less had he thrown 
any Impediments in the Way of the new 
Ministers. Even Pox’s Reproaches or Ac¬ 
cusations did not seem to rouse him, though 
they might painfully wound his Peelings. 
This Line of Action was probably wise and 
judicious, as it allowed Time for the Ope¬ 
ration of Events, domestic, as well as fo¬ 
reign; while he might avail himself of the 
Errors of the new Ministers, or of their Di¬ 
visions. The Fate of Jamaica in the West, 
of our Territories in the East, and of Gibral¬ 
tar in the South, were all problematical. 
Under so deep a Cloud, oppressed by the 
Loss of America, and unpopular, he could 
not immediately emerge. Like Lord North, 
Jenkiuson equally withdrew from public 
Observation; rather affecting to take his 
Seat, unnoticed, in obscure Parts of the 
House, than to appear conspicuous on the 
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Opposition Bench; though he more than 
once rose to speak on Points unconnected 
with Party, as they presented themselves 
for Discussion; and he never spoke without 
throwing Light on the Subject under Exa¬ 
mination. Among all the eminent Sup¬ 
porters of the late Ministry, Dundas and 
Rigby alone held together, spoke, voted, 
and acted in a sort of Concert; sometimes 
supporting the new Administration, but, 
without abandoning their former Opinions 
or Principles. This Union nevertheless ter¬ 
minated with Lord Rockingham’s Tenure of 
Power; Dundas then attaching himself to 
the Earl of Shelburne and Pitt; while Rig¬ 
by, pressed for the Payment of his large 
Balances due to the Public, finally joined 
the Coalition of Lord North and Fox. 

In 1782, Rigby might however be consi¬ 
dered as a declining, if not a setting Lumi¬ 
nary; whereas the Lord Advocate of Scot¬ 
land was a rising political Constellation. 
Nor could any Comparison be made between 
their respective Abilities. The late Pay¬ 
master of the Forces, who had risen under 
the Patronage of John, Duke of Bedford, by 
whose Friendship he was principally ele¬ 
vated to the lucrative Post that he had so 
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long exclusively occupied; derived his prin¬ 
cipal Support from the powerful Party of 
that deceased Nobleman, better known dur¬ 
ing the first Years of the present Reign, by 
the Denomination of “ the. Bloomsbury 
Gang.” His own Talents, which had re¬ 
ceived very little Improvement from Edu¬ 
cation or Cultivation ; though good, and ad¬ 
mirably calculated in many Points of View, 
for a popular Assembly, yet derived much 
of their Effect from the Manner of their 
Possessor. He spoke too from an Eminence, 
while holding the Pay Office, where the Fes¬ 
tivity of his Table attracted many Sup¬ 
porters. But, when dislodged from that 
Fortress where he had sustained himself so 
long, and removed to a House of very mode¬ 
rate Dimensions in St. James’s Place, his 
Abilities sunk nearer to their just Level. 
He might indeed have then said to George 
the Third, as the Lord Keeper, Sir Nicholas 
Bacon, did to Queen Elizabeth, when she 
observed that his House was too small for 
him, “ It is your Majesty who has made me 
“ too great for my House.” Dundas^ on 
the other Hand, though no longer seated on 
the Treasury Bench by Lord North, and 
thrown into the Shade, in consequence of 
the Change of Administration, contained in 
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himself all the Materials of which a superior 
Minister might be composed. True, indeed, 
he wanted the classic Elegance of Pitt and 
Fox, of Burke and Sheridan : but, in mascu¬ 
line Eloquence, Decision of Character, Firm¬ 
ness, Resources of Mind, Suavity of Man¬ 
ners, Application, and all the Qualities of a 
Statesman, he manifested no Deficiency. 

[18th May.] Such was the general Aspect 
of the House of Commons, when the Capital 
and the Country were thrown into a Deli¬ 
rium of Joy, on receiving the Intelligence of 
Rodney's Victory over De Grasse, gained 
upon the preceding 12th of April. It is 
difficult for us in this Age, who have been 
accustomed to obtain naval Advantages over 
the French; and who were used to calcu¬ 
late beforehand, on the Destruction of every 
Fleet that effected its Escape from the Ports 
of France, as soon as we could come up 
with them; to appreciate, or to imagine, its 
Effect on the public Mind. We had been 
habituated, during so long a Time, under 
Keppel, Byron, Hardy, Parker, Graves, 
Geary, Darby, and their Successors, to in¬ 
decisive or unfortunate Engagements, pro¬ 
ductive of no beneficial Results, that the Na- 
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tion began to despair of recovering its for¬ 
mer Ascendancy on the Ocean. In Fact, 
during near twenty Years, ever since the 
Termination of the War with France in 
1763, the British Flag had scarcely been any 
where triumphant: while the Navies of the 
House of Bourbon, throughout the Progress 
of the American Contest, annually insulted 
us in the Channel, intercepted our mercan¬ 
tile Convoys, blocked our Harbours, and 
threatened our Coasts. Under these Cir¬ 
cumstances, the Excess of the public Exul¬ 
tation was prodigiously augmented, by the 
Dejection that pervaded all Ranks during 
the former Part of the Month of May, and 
by the utter apparent Improbability of such 
an Event taking place. 

When I reflect on the Emotions to which 
it gave rise in London, I cannot compare 
them with any Occurrence of the same Kind, 
that we have since witnessed in this Coun¬ 
try. The Victory of Lord Howe, gained on 
the first of June, 1794, glorious and salu¬ 
tary as it was to Great Britain; yet seemed 
to be more a Triumph over Jacobinism and 
Anarchy, than over the French Nation or 
Navy. It was Robespierre and his regi- 
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cide Accomplices, not Louis the Sixteenth, 
whom we there vanquished. Lord St. Vin¬ 
cent, and Lord Duncan, unquestionably 
merited, each, the highest Eulogiums: but 
they destroyed, at Cape St. Vincent, and at 
Camperdown, the Fleets of Spain and of 
Holland, not those of France. And no Eng¬ 
lishman is insensible to the Distinction. The 
sublime Victory of Trafalgar, itself, was 
clouded by the Death of Nelson, which 
checked and tempered the general Joy. If. 
J were to mention any naval Action, the 
News of which seemed to diffuse Sentiments 
nearly resembling those felt in May, 1782, I 
should incline to name that of Aboukir. 
But, in the Battle of the Nile, where the De¬ 
struction of the Enemy was much more com¬ 
plete, though we destroyed and blew up the 
French Admiral’s Ship, we did not either 
capture her, or her Commander. There was 
combined in Rodney’s Victory, as Lord 
Loughborough at the Time remarked in the 
House of Peers, all “ the Pomp and Pride, 
“ and Circumstance of War.” It com¬ 
menced with the rising Sun, and only termi¬ 
nated with that setting Luminary. The Ele¬ 
ments were hushed, only.a light Air prevail¬ 
ing; and the contending Fleets were very 
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nearly matched. Jamaica, the Prize con¬ 
tended for by the two Nations, was pre¬ 
served by the Result; while all the promised 
Conquests of France and Spain, so near 
their apparent. Realization, disappeared, no 
more to be revived, even in Idea. It consti¬ 
tuted a sort of Compensation to Great Bri¬ 
tain, for so many Years of Disgrace, for so 
great an Expenditure of Blood and Trea¬ 
sure, and even for the Loss of America itself. 
The Country, exhausted and humiliated, 
seemed to revive in its own Estimation, and 
to resume once more its Dignity among 
Nations. France, amidst all her past Suc¬ 
cess, declined,proportionably in the Opinion 
of Europe, and has never since arrogated the 
same Rank, as a Naval Power. It formed 
in Fact the last Triumph of England on the 
Element of the Water, over the House of 
Bourbon, before that great Family itself, 
after reigning eight hundred Years over the 
French, sunk under the Torrent of Revolu¬ 
tion and Anarchy. 

Lord Cranston, one of the Captains of the 
Formidable , Sir George Rodney’s Ship, who 
brought over the News to this Country; 
having, in Consequence of that Commander’s 
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special Injunctions, waited on Lord Sack- 
ville, though then no longer in Office as 
American Secretary, in order to communi¬ 
cate to him the Particulars of the Action ; I 
had an Opportunity of hearing Lord Crans¬ 
ton’s Account of the Engagement. He was 
sent, after the Ville de Paris struck, to take 
Possession of her, as well as to receive de 
Grasse’s Sword ; and he described the Scene 
which the French Admiral’s Ship presented, 
on his ascending her Side, as altogether ter¬ 
rible. Between the fore-Mast and main- 
Mast, at every Step he took, he said that he 
was over his Buckles in Blood, the Carnage 
having been prodigious; but, as Numbers of 
Cattle and Sheep were stowed between 
Decks, they had suffered not less than the 
Crew and Troops, from the Effects of the 
Cannon. On the Quarter-deck, which re : 
mained still covered with dead and wounded, 
only de Grasse himself, together with two 
or three other Persons, continued standing. 
The French Admiral had received a Contu¬ 
sion in the Loins, from a Splinter, but was 
otherwise unhurt; a Circumstance the more 
remarkable, he having been, during the whole 
Action, for so many Hours, exposed to a de¬ 
structive Fire, which swept away almost all 
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his Officers, and repeatedly cleared the Quar¬ 
ter-deck. He was a tall, robust, and mar¬ 
tial Figure; presenting in that Moment, an 
Object of Respect, no less than of Concern 
and Sympathy. Lord Cranston said, that 
de Grasse could not recover from the Asto¬ 
nishment into which he was plunged; the 
Expressions of which he often reiterated, at 
seeing, in the Course of so short a Time, his 
Vessel taken, his Fleet defeated, and himself 
a Prisoner. He was allowed to pass the 
Night on board his own Ship, with every 
Testimony of Attention and Regard mani¬ 
fested towards him, on the Part of the Bri¬ 
tish Commander. 

An Opinion which became very generally 
prevalent at the Time, and obtained much 
Belief, has made a deep Impression on the 
public Mind ; namely, that this Victory, sig¬ 
nal as it must ever be esteemed, might never¬ 
theless have been rendered far more com¬ 
plete, if it had been immediately improved 
by pursuing without Delay, the flying Ene¬ 
my. The Friends of Sir Samuel Hood 
strongly maintained that Position ; and par¬ 
tial as I am to the Memory of Lord Rodney, 
I confess that there always appeared to me,' 
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to have been some Foundation for the Asser¬ 
tion. He was, himself, well aware of the 
Charge; and J have heard him defend the 
Line of Conduct which he adopted subse¬ 
quent to the Victory, by very plausible, if 
not by solid and unanswerable Reasons. He 
observed, that it was altogether unwarrant¬ 
able, and might have been attended with the 
most ruinous Consequences, to have de¬ 
tached twelve or more Ships of the Line, 
under Sir Samuel Hood, in Pursuit of 
twenty-five at least of the French; which 
Number remained together, as was believed, 
after, the Action, and still constituted a most 
formidable Force. If any Check had been 
experienced by us, in consequence of such 
Eagerness or Precipitation, it was obvious 
that the Fruits of the Victory itself might 
even have been lost. Bougainville and Vau-. 
dreuil, who commanded under de Grasse, 
enjoyed a higher Reputation for naval Skill, 
than the Commander in chief, and might 
have repaired the Defeat. How far these 
Facts or Assertions may carry Conviction to 
every Mind, 1 cannot venture to determine. 

Fox, when moving the Thanks of the 
House of Commons to Sir George Rodney, 
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which Act he performed in his Place, as 
Secretary of State, only a few Days after¬ 
wards ; mentioned with Expressions of great 
Delight, the Unanimity which pervaded the 
victorious Fleet. “ It was,” he said, “ with 
■ “ peculiar Satisfaction he could assure the 
“ House, that every Letter received from the 
“ West Indies, breathed the most perfect 
“ Harmony. No other Dispute or Com- 
“ petition existed among the Officers, ex- 
“ cept who should be most forward in ad- 
“ vancing the public Cause.” But, Lord 
Rodney, after his Return to England, made 
no Scruple of declaring the contrary in 
mixed Company, where I was myself pre¬ 
sent. He even wrote Home at the Time, in 
his private Letters, more than one of which 
I have seen; that so violent was the Spirit 
of Party and Faction in his own Fleet, as 
almost to supersede and extinguish the 
Affection felt towards th&r Sovereign and 
their Country, in the Bosoms of many Indi¬ 
viduals serving under him. To such a Height 
had it attained, that he asserted there were 
among them, Officers of high Rank, and of 
unquestionable Courage, who nevertheless 
bore So inveterate an Animosity to the Ad¬ 
ministration then existing; particularly to 



MEMOIRS. 


Ill 


1782.] 


the First Lord of the Admiralty, the Earl 
of Sandwich; as almost to wish for a De¬ 
feat* if it would produce the Dismission of 
Ministers. Similar Assertions were made by 
Members of the House.of Commons, in their 
Speeches. However incredible the Fact it¬ 
self may appear, and however lamentable it 
must be considered, if it was well founded; 
yet it is not easy to conceive the Antipathies, 
political and personal, that had grown up in 
the English Navy, during the American War. 
They formed one of the characteristic Fea¬ 
tures of the Times, and operated to the in¬ 
conceivable Injury of the British Name arid 
Nation. 


The Commencement of Rodney’s public 
Letter, addressed to Mr. Stephens, the Se¬ 
cretary of the Admiralty, on this glorious 
Occasion, excited a Smile among the Critics 
and Grammarians; as he stated, that, “ It 
“ had pleased God, out of his divine Pro- 
“ vidence, to grant to His Majesty’s Arms 
“ a most complete Victory over the Fleet of 
“ his Enemy;” whereas, it seemed rather to 
have been an Act performed in his divine- 
Providence. This Error of a Naval Com¬ 
mander, unaccustomed to Composition, and 
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whose Profession was not the Pen, but, the 
Sword; did not however attract the same 
Comments, as an official Dispatch which we 
have since perused, sent from one of His 
Britannic Majesty’s Embassadors ; who, ad¬ 
dressing the Secretary of State, from Con¬ 
stantinople, appeared, by some Act of ob- 
liviouslnadvertence, to consider himself in 
Asia. Rodney’s Enemies, of whom he had 
a great Number, asserted, that after the Vic¬ 
tory was gained, he gave way to a Sort of 
Intoxication of Mind, on finding himself 
Master of the French Admiral’s Person and 
Ship.. I remember, they said that he seated 
himself in an Arm-chair, placed on the Quar¬ 
ter-deck of the “ Formidable as the Moon 
rose, in order to indulge his Sight with the 
View of the “ Ville de Paris," which lay 
near him in a disabled state, and whose 
Sides far overtopped those of his own Ves¬ 
sel. And they added, that he burst into 
Expressions or Exclamations of extravagant 
Self-praise and Complacency ; mingled with 
some Reproaches on the Want of ministerial 
Gratitude, which he had experienced for his 
past Services. Even admitting all these 
Facts to be true in their utmost Extent, 
they only prove, the Infirmity of human Na- 
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ttire; and similar Instances of Weakness 
occur in the History of the most illustrious 
Commanders. Rodney, like the celebrated 
Marshal Villars, so distinguished under 
Louis the Fourteenth, talked perpetually of 
himself, and was the Hero of his own Story. 
But, Posterity will never forget the Debt of 
Gratitude due to his Services, nor cease to 
consider him as one of the greatest Men 
whom the English Navy produced in the 
Course of the Eighteenth Century. He un¬ 
questionably displayed Coolness and Sci¬ 
ence, on the Day of the 12th of April; di¬ 
rected in Person every Manoeuvre, and pre¬ 
served during twelve Hours that the Action 
lasted, the utmost Presence of Mind. Lord 
Cranston said that he never quitted the 
Quarter-deck for a Minute, nor took any 
Refreshment, except the Support he derived 
from a Lemon, which he held constantly in 
his Hand, and applied frequently to his 
Lips. 

If Rodney did not spare his Animadver¬ 
sions on the Spirit of political Enmity and 
Faction, which pervaded the British Navy; 
his Opponent, the Count de Grasse, made 
still louder Accusations, and sent Home 

vol. hi. i 
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stronger Charges to the Court of Versailles, 
against the. Jealousies or Rivalities which 
actuated the Officers serving under him, on 
that memorable Day. They doubtless, to¬ 
wards the Close of the Action, abandoned 
their Commander to his Fate, and sought 
their Safety in Flight: but, the unforeseen 
Manoeuvre by which Rodney had intersected 
the French Line, at the Commencement of 
the Engagement, threw the whole Fleet into 
inextricable Confusion; and it is very doubt¬ 
ful, whether by prolonging, or even by re¬ 
newing the Contest, Bougainville and Vau- 
dreuil would have in any Measure retrieved 
the Misfortune. De Grasse, it is admitted 
on all Hands, displayed the most uncon¬ 
querable Firmness. But, perhaps he highly 
merited Censure, at a Moment when he saw 
before him in full Prospect, so vast an Ob¬ 
ject as the Conquest and Reduction of Ja¬ 
maica ; not to have suffered one or two 
Ships of the French Line to fall into our 
Hands, rather than Sacrifice, as he did, 
the whole Plan of the Campaign, to their 
Preservation. I know such to have been 
the general Opinion entertained throughout 
France, where de Grasse laboured under 
popular Qdium to so great a Degree, that 
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while, after the ensuing Peace, Suffrein al¬ 
ways received, on entering the Theatres at 
Paris, the warmest Testimonies of Admira¬ 
tion, from every Part of the House; de 
Grasse did not venture to present himself at 
the public Spectacles, from the Apprehension 
of Insult. Even the Court manifested simi¬ 
lar Sentiments ; and though decorated with 
the Order of the “ St. Esprit,” he could not 
obtain Permission to walk in the annual 
“ Procession du Cordon Bleu” at Versailles, 
for several Years subsequent to the Defeat 
in the West Indies. 


The Effect of so splendid a Service ren¬ 
dered to his Country, at a Moment of such 
Dejection, and the Popularity which it 
justly produced, in some Measure disarmed 
the meditated Attacks of Rodney’s Oppo¬ 
nents at Home. Burke, who had heaped 
the severest Accusations upon him, for his 
Conduct towards the Inhabitants of St. Eu- 
statius; and who was preparing to bring 
forward a Motion in the House of Commons, 
tending to criminate him for his Acts while 
in Possession of the Island; immediately 
abandoned the Intention. With one of those 
classic Allusions which were familiar to his 

i 2 
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elegant Mind, he observed, that “ the great 
“ national Benefit performed by the English 
“ Admiral, obliterated his Errors; and like 
“ the Laurel Crown decreed by the Roman 
“ Senate to Julius Caesar, covered, as well 
V as concealed, his Baldness.” Even the 
Rancour expressed by the new Ministers 
arid their Friends, towards Lord Sandwich, 
seemed to be blunted, if not mollified, by 
this undeniable Proof of his meritorious 
Exertions, in sending out a Fleet to the 
West Indies, capable of vanquishing the 
French naval Force. It was justly said 
that Alexander had conquered with the 
Troops of Philip. No further Mention of 
Impeachment or Prosecution, was made 
against the late First Lord of the Admiralty. 
The. Cabinet, nevertheless, evincing, in every 
Part of their Conduct; the Reluctance with 
which they remunerated Rodney’s Merits; 
had already superseded him, by naming 
Admiral Pigot to the Command of the. Fleet 
in the West Indies. But, as he had not 
quitted England, before Intelligence arrived 
of the Victory gained over de Grasse, it was 
evidently the Wish of the Country, loudly 
expressed, that Rodney should not be re¬ 
called, at a Moment when he had raised the 
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naval Character of Great Britain, humbled 
France, and saved Jamaica. The new Ad¬ 
ministration, however, far from paying any 
Regard to this Expression of the general 
Opinion ; and apprehensive of some Motion 
being made on the Subject, in one or the 
other of the two Houses of Parliament; 
instantly sent off Pigot, in a quick sailing 
Frigate, from Plymouth, with Orders to 
replace the victorious Commander., 

Severe Comments were passed out of 
Doors, upon the Appointment, made under 
such Circumstances; especially, as Pigot 
had been already constituted a Member of 
the new Board of Admiralty. Even the 
House of Commons, though since Lord 
North’s Resignation, the Majority seemed 
completely subservient to Fox, yet mani¬ 
fested some Symptoms of Disapprobation. 
It was besides commonly asserted, that the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, lay 
under pecuniary Obligations to Pigot, of se¬ 
veral thousand Pounds, for Losses incurred 
at Play. And, though such a Report might 
have originated in Error or Malevolence, 
yet it was difficult to disprove; as Fox’s no¬ 
torious Passion for Gaming, had subjected 
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him to similar Engagements and Embarrass¬ 
ments. Lord Keppel, when questioned in 
the House of Peers, respecting the Fact of 
Pigot’s Appointment, felt so conscious of 
the Indefensibility of the Measure, that he 
did not dare to own it; but he contrived to 
evade the Euquiry, by stating the Want of 
Evidence before them, to prove the Nomi¬ 
nation. It was impossible more clearly to 
avow how much he was ashamed of such a 
Transaction. The Opposition, during Lord 
North’s Administration, in their Anxiety to 
decry the Earl of Sandwich, then First 
Lord of the Admiralty, asserted that Sir 
Edward Hughes was bound to divide with 
him, a certain Proportion of whatever Prize- 
Money he might acquire; as a Return for 
being appointed to the naval Command in 
the East Indies. “ Junius” treats the Duke 
of Grafton, when First Minister, in various 
Letters, with Indignation, for having given 
a Pension of five Hundred Pounds a Year, 
to Sir John Moore, whom he designates as 
a “ Broken Gambler.” Nor does he hesi¬ 
tate to add, that the Pension was “proba- 
“ bly an Acquittance on the Part of the 
“ Duke, of Favors upon the Turf.” But, 
how infinitely less culpable were Lord Sand- 
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wich, or the Duke of Grafton, had the Al¬ 
legations been ever so clearly proved, than 
was Fox, if we assume the Truth of the 
Fact imputed to him, in acquitting his Debt 
to Pigot, by sending him out to the West 
Indies ? 

Rodney’s Victory, if it had taken place 
two Months earlier, would probably have 
operated to retard, or altogether to prevent, 
Lord North’s Resignation. Nor did any 
Man doubt, that the Admiral himself would 
have received more distinguishing Marks of 
Ministerial Gratitude, as well as of royal 
Bounty, if Lord North had continued at 
the Head of Affairs, than were conferred on 
him by that Nobleman’s Successors. Lord 
Howe and Admiral Keppel had just been 
raised by their Party, to the Dignity of 
English Viscounts , without the Performance 
of any naval Service on the Part of the lat¬ 
ter Officer. Many Persons thought that an 
Earldom would not have constituted a Re¬ 
ward too eminent for so important a Vic¬ 
tory. We have seen that high Rank of the 
Peerage conferred since on Sir John Jervis, 
for the. Battle gained over the Spaniards, off 
Cape St. Vincent’s; a Victory, as was com- 
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monly reported, principally due to Sir Ho¬ 
ratio Nelson. Lord Duncan, Lord Hood, 
and Lord Bri'dport, have all been created 
for their Exploits, English Viscounts. It 
was not without evident Marks of Unwil¬ 
lingness, that a Barony , and a Pension of 
two Thousand Pounds per Annum, were 
rather extorted from, than spontaneously 
given by, the Ministry, to Rodney; accom¬ 
panied with his immediate Supersession in 
the Command of the Fleet. It must how¬ 
ever be admitted on the other Hand, that 
previous to the Time of which I am now 
writing, the most distinguished naval Ser¬ 
vices rarely conducted to the Peerage. 
Anson, it is true, from a Concurrence of 
Circumstances, was raised to it: but, neither 
Saunders, nor Boscawen, nor Pocock, at¬ 
tained to that Honor. Even Hawke, far 
from being called up to the House of Peers, 
after he had destroyed the Fleet of France 
in 1759, at the Mouth of the Loire, was 
only made a Baron by Lord North, near 
seventeen Years afterwards; and then, in 
Company with several other Individuals who 
were raised to the same Dignity. It is for 
Posterity to judge how far these Circum¬ 
stances may form some Excuse, for the ap- 
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parent Want of Liberality towards a Man, 
who had rendered so critical, as well as so 
distinguished, a Service to his Country. 

[22nd May.] No sooner had the House 
of Commons assembled, after the Adjourn¬ 
ment of a few Days which followed Saw- 
bridge’s Motion, than the Secretary of State 
rising, moved the Thanks of the House to 
Sir George Rodney, for his late glorious 
Victory; of which Event he spoke in the 
warmest Terms of grateful Admiration, 
though conscious that the triumphant Com¬ 
mander who had atchieved it, was already 
superseded by him, in Order to make way 
for Pigot. Such Acts of ministerial or po¬ 
litical Inconsistency, never indeed appeared 
to cost Fox any Effort, as he covered them 
under the Blaze of Sophistry, Eloquence, 
and Talent. On this Occasion, he must ne¬ 
vertheless have felt how contradictory was 
his Conduct, in praising, rewarding, and re¬ 
calling the same Man, at one and the same 
Time. Lord North, who ever since the 20th 
Day of March, seemed to have remained in 
a Sort of Stupor; now coming forward spon¬ 
taneously, joined in the Tribute due to 
Rodney for a Victory, which, he said, was 
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not only the greatest gained in the Course 
of the present War, but, perhaps, the most 
complete of any recorded in the naval An¬ 
nals of England. Unquestionably, the late 
First Minister derived a Pride and a Confi¬ 
dence from the same Event, which involved 
the new Cabinet in proportionate Embarrass¬ 
ment. After dwelling for a few Minutes, on 
the brilliant Service just rendered, Lord 
North concluded byremarking, that it would 
be proper to extend the Thanks of the 
House, to the Flag Officers of the Fleet, 
who had merited so well of their Country. 
To this Proposition Fox instantly assented, 
with many Acknowledgements to the noble 
Mover for the Suggestion; and for the first 
Time since Lord North’s Resignation, some 
Expressions of Courtesy and Respect fell 
from the Lips of the Secretary of State, ad¬ 
dressed to a Person whom he had hitherto 
only loaded with Accusations. So much 
had the unexpected Intelligence just arrived, 
already mollified the Asperity of the new 
Administration towards their Predecessors! 
Mr. Rolle, then Member for the County of 
Lfevon, and since raised to the Peerage, 
having asked if it was true that Sir George 
Rodney was about to be superseded in his 
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Command; Fox replied that he was already 
recalled, and another Officer sent out to 
succeed him. Such an Act, even if Rodney 
had not performed so recent, and so splendid 
a Service, could scarcely be justified, either 
on public, or on private Grounds: but, 
taking Place instantly after a Victory so 
eminent, it excited general Condemnation. 

Impressed with that Sentiment, Rolle rose 
a second Time, and stated his Determination 
to move an Address to His Majesty, that he 
would be pleased not to remove the Admiral 
from his present Situation. Had such a Mo¬ 
tion been actually submitted to the House, it 
is by no.means improbable, the new Ministry 
might have been left in a Minority,: but, 
Dundas extricated Fox from a Dilemma, to ‘ 
which even his pre-eminent Ability might 
have proved inadequate without Assistance. 
The Lord Advocate observed that such a 
Proceeding would intrench on the Preroga¬ 
tive of the Crown, and at the same Time vio¬ 
late the Rules by which Parliament was ac¬ 
customed to regulate its Conduct; as the 
Responsibility of Ministers must be removed 
from their own Shoulders, to those of the 
House of Commons. “ No Individual,” he 
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added, “ could entertain higher Feelings of 
“ Gratitude towards the gallant Commander 
“ in Question, than he did; but, a para- 
“ mount Regard to the Constitution, im- 
“ pelled him to oppose the Proposition.” 
Rolle then dropping his first Intention, de¬ 
clared that he would nevertheless move an 
Address to the King, to bestow some Mark 
of royal Favor on the Admiral. Here, how¬ 
ever, he was once more stopped by Dundas, 
who said that a Motion of such a Nature, 
would be in Fact dictating to the Sovereign, 
in whom alone was constitutionally vested 
the Power of conferring Rewards or Graces: 
adding, that it was to be presumed, the Ser¬ 
vants of the Crown would offer such Advice 
to their Prince on the present Occasion, as it 
was worthy of him to pursue. Fox became 
now as -profuse in his Expressions of Ac¬ 
knowledgement to the Lord Advocate, as he 
had previously been to Lord North. In 
Dundas’s Doctrine he said, he fully con¬ 
curred ; and with the Decision of Tone and 
Character natural to him, he protested that 
no Man or Men, short of the Majority of the 
House, should ever induce or compel him 
to explain on what Grounds one Officer was 
recalled, or another appointed. It was a 
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royal Prerogative, which he would not allow 
to be either abridged or controled.. “ For,” 
concluded he, “ though I am an Enemy to 
“ the Influence of the Crown, I will always 
“ support its just Prerogative.” 


Whether the Motives by which Mr. Dun- 
das was actuated in thus extending such 
opportune Support to Administration, were 
the only Springs of his Conduct; or whether 
any less obvious Reasons prompted him to 
stand forward, and to extend a Sort of 
Shield over them; must be left to Conjec¬ 
ture. Certainly, the Service rendered, was 
one of no ordinary Description. But, Go¬ 
vernor Johnstone, though he did not attempt 
to contravert the Lord Advocate’s Asser¬ 
tions ; yet, after expressing his Sense of the 
glorious Atchievement just performed in the 
West Indies, added, “ I could have desired 
“ that the Thanks of this House should have 
“ been moved from some other Quarter, nojt 
“ from the Ministers, who have just dis- 
“ graced Sir George Rodney, by recalling 

“ him.”-The Secretary of State tells 

“ us that Unanimity reigns throughout the 
“ Fleet. And is that a Reason for super- 
“ seding the gallant Commander, and tear- 
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“ ing him from the Men whom he has so 
“ often conducted to Victory? Under such 
“ Circumstances, the very Thanks of this 
“ Assembly become an Insult, when accom- 
“ panied by his Supersession.” Almost any 
other Minister than Fox, would have been 
embarrassed under such a Charge, nor was 
even He altogether without evident Discom¬ 
posure* As however he never abandoned a 
Friend or a Measure, because the one was 
in Distress, or the other unpopular; as he 
always trusted to his own Powers of Mind 
for Extrication; and the Determination to 
send out Pigot, having been taken; he un¬ 
dertook to defend it. His Speech neverthe¬ 
less formed a Mass of contradictory Matter. 
He began by denying in the strongest Terms, 
that Recall and Disgrace had in them any 
Species of Alliance. If he had entertained 
any Prejudices against the gallant Admiral, 
for his Conduct at St. Eustatius, he said, 
the recent Victory had obliterated them. On 
Johnstone he pressed with great Severity, for 
preventing the Unanimity of the House: but, 
the Governor, whose Tenacity in maintaining 
whatever Proposition he embraced, equalled 
that of the Secretary; rose to reply. The 
Discussion might even have assumed a new 
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Form, if Cornwall, the Speaker, interposing 
from the Chair, had not for the third Time 
in the same Day, come to the Aid of Admi¬ 
nistration, by calling Johnstone to Order. 
No further Impediment being presented, the- 
Thanks were voted, and the House adjourn¬ 
ed; Fox having exhibited a strong Proof of 
his ministerial Ascendancy over the Assem¬ 
bly, though undoubtedly in Contradiction to 
the Opinion of a great Majority of the Mem¬ 
bers present on the Occasion. 

[23d—30th May.] The public Dissatisfac¬ 
tion nevertheless being loudly and generally 
expressed in every Corner of London, at the 
Recall of Sir George Rodney, Mr. Rolle 
brought forward the Subject a second Time, 
to Parliamentary Notice. He observed, that 
to supersede an Admiral in the Moment of 
Victory, was in itself an impolitic Measure; 
but, to send out as his Successor, a Man 
who for near twenty Years had not once been 
at Sea, and who had never performed in the 
whole Course of his professional Life, any 
distinguished naval Service, constituted an 
Act most unwise and censurable. Rose- 
warne, Member'for Truro, remarked,. that 
the present Ministers were now committing, 
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against the general Sense of the Country, the 
very Act which they so violently reprobated 
in their Predecessors; namely, driving from 
the Navy, the most able aind distinguished 
Officers. “ The Earl of Sandwich,” added 
he, “ has been denominated by the Secre¬ 
tary of State, in former Debates, a Minister 
“ of the King of France. He has approved 
“ himself a bad Minister to his Employer, 
“ since he has confessedly sent out to the 
“West Indies, one of the best appointed 
“ Fleets which ever quitted the Ports of 
“ England.” I spoke, myself, on the same 
Side, in that Debate, and ventured to assert 
that the only similar Case occurring in our 
Annals, presented itself under Queen Anne, 
when the great Duke of Marlborough, in the 
midst of his Triumphs, was recalled, in Order 
to make way for the Duke of Ormond. Nor 
did I hesitate to declare my Conviction that 
the Victory just gained, though perhaps less 
complete than the Defeat of Conflans by 
Admiral Hawke in 1759; yet, under the 
Circumstances of the Moment, might justly 
be accounted superior in its Effects, to that, 
or to any Atchievement in our naval Re¬ 
cords. Upon what Principle then could 
Admirals Howe and Keppel have been 
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created Viscounts , while only the Dignity of 
& Baron was conferred on the Man, who had 
performed so transcendent a Service ? Lord 
North, though he said he wished to decline 
giving any Opinion on the recent Superses¬ 
sion, and the new Appointment, charac¬ 
terized it nevertheless as a hasty Measure. 
“ If,” continued he, “ a similar Act had been 
“ committed under the late Administration, 
“ I should have been attacked without Mercy 
“from every Quarter. Yet, though I do 
“ not approve the Nomination of Admiral 
“ Pigot, I value the Unanimity of the Fleet 
“ so highly, that I should be reluctant to 
“ send out any Resolution, which might con- 
“ vey a Censure upon his Appointment. 
“ Unanimity, both at home and abroad, are 
“ indispensable; and though I was made a 
“ personal Sacrifice to obtaining it, I shall 
“ rejoice if the present Ministers experience 
“ it in its utmost Extent.” 

These Sentiments, however elevated or 
patriotic they may seem, were, by no means 
received on the Part of the Secretary of 
State, either with Gratitude, or even with 
Satisfaction. On the contrary, after ques¬ 
tioning the Sincerity of Lord North in his 
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Expressions of Cordiality, and his pretended 
Wishes to preserve Unanimity among the 
Officers arid Seamen of the Fleet; he ob¬ 
served, that unless the Motion, which crimi¬ 
nated Ministers for recalling Sir George 
Rodney, was to be followed by another, for 
their Removal, the first would be nugatory. 
“ Did the noble Lord,” he demanded, “ mean 
“to go that Length? And if such was his 
“ Intention, why did he not speak out?” Of 
Pigot, the Secretary expressed himself in 
Language of great Encomium, as being 
every way qualified to succeed Rodney. 
“ The Crime that he had committed in the 
“ Eyes of the late Ministers, lay in his Name 
“ being found in a certain Paper , together 
“ with those of various other Admirals, de- 
“ precating the Trial of Keppel.” Relative 
to Lord Rodney, he appeared to labour un¬ 
der no small Embarrassment, and to involve 
himself in much Contradiction. The Vic¬ 
tory just gained, Fox admitted to be bril¬ 
liant ; but, his Conduct at St. Eustatius, had 
produced Prejudices against him. “ I am 
“ ready,” added he, “ to balance his Victory 
“ against his Demerits, and to bury in Obli- 
“ vion all Enquiry respecting his past Con- 
“ duct, unless the intemperate Zeal of the 
“ Admiral’s Friends, shall provoke me to 
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“ adopt another Line of Conduct.” He con¬ 
cluded by rather insinuating than asserting, 
that if a Baron was not considered a Rank 
of the Peerage sufficiently elevated for Rod¬ 
ney’s Services, no Objection would be made 
to conferring on him a higher Title. 

If the Secretafy expected by the Style and 
Tone of his Reply, to intimidate or to silence 
his Adversaries on that Day* the Event did 
not justify his Assumption. Lord North, 
after animadverting with some Wit, on vari¬ 
ous Parts of the preceding Speech, denied the 
Assertions made respecting Pigot. The late 
Admiralty, he observed, had offered him a 
Command, which he thought proper to de¬ 
cline. But, as Rodney had constantly re¬ 
fused to sign the Paper in Question, might 
not his Recall arise from that very Circum¬ 
stance? “ Had His Majesty’s Ministers, of 
“ whom I formed a Member,” continued he, 
“ recalled a great and illustrious Officer in 
“ the Moment of Victory, we should have 
“ been assailed with Motion after Motion in 
“ this House.” Severe as Lord North might 
seem in these Remarks, Johnstone far ex¬ 
ceeded him. There existed indeed between 
the Governor and the Secretary of State, a 
k 2 
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Degree of personal Ill-will approaching to 
Enmity; the latter always affecting to re¬ 
gard Johnstone as an Apostate or a Deser¬ 
ter; he having, some Years earlier, left the 
Ranks of Opposition, and joined the Admi¬ 
nistration, by whom he had been employed, 
both as a Negotiator, and in the Line of his 
Profession. Johnstone in Retaliation, treat¬ 
ed Fox as factious, and as sacrificing every 
Consideration to Party, or to private Views 
of Ambition. Starting up as soon as Lord 
North had finished, “ Now,” exclaimed he, 
‘‘ I am perfectly satisfied with the Superses- 
“ sion of my noble Friend. The Right Ho- 
“ norable Secretary holds him up as a De- 
linquent. If he be such, unquestionably 
“ he ought to be recalled. I now rejoice, as 
much as I was previously shocked, at this 
“ Treatment:—for, now an Opportunity will 
“ be afforded him to clear his Character from 
“ the Aspersions of his Enemies. Charges 
“ brought against him by Jews and Traitors! 
“ Charges which he will refute with Ease; 
“ and of which Fact [ can speak with Cer- 
“ tamty, having perused many Parts of my 

“ noble Friend’s Defence.”-“ The Secre- 

“ tary of State proposes to compromise the 
“Charge, and to bury it in an Earldom. 
“ But, I scorn such a Proposal, and in my 
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“ Friend’s Name I protest against Honors, 
“ which are to be purchased by such a Com- 
“ promise. Honors and Titles can never 
“ sit easy on a Delinquent.” 

After thus exhaling his Resentment, he 
then entered on the Particulars of the Action 
fought on the 12 th of April, as well as'on other 
Parts of Lord Rodney’s naval Exploits: but, 
as Lord North, though he highly disapproved 
the Recall of that illustrious Commander, 
did not desire to push Matters to a Ques¬ 
tion, no Division took Place. Ministers re¬ 
mained Masters of the Field: not however 
without suffering in public Opinion, which 
censured them, in the strongest Terms. An 
Attempt, made by Sir Francis Basset, now 
Lord de Dunstanville, only a few Days 
afterwards, to procure for Lord Rodney, a 
Provision of four Thousand Pounds a Year 
from the Crown, underwent the same Fate 
as Mr. Rolle’s Motion : Fox parried it in a 
similar Manner. A J Barony, with half the 
annual Sum proposed by Basset, was ulti¬ 
mately conferred on him. He returned 
home, and Pigot assumed the Command of 
the victorious Fleet: but, I believe, in the 
Course of six or seven Months that he re¬ 
tained it, he never captured any Vessel of 
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the Enemy, except a Spanish Polacre, nor 
performed any other eminent Service. All 
the deserved Popularity, which Fox—for, 
He only was regarded as directing the Cabi¬ 
net;—had obtained by the Measures em¬ 
braced relative to arming the People, and for 
conciliating Ireland; was more than coun¬ 
terbalanced by the Selection of Pigot to re¬ 
place Rodney. If the Marquis of Rocking¬ 
ham approved so hasty an Act, he must be 
esteemed a weak, or an ill-advised Minister. 
If he reflectively allowed the Secretary of 
State to sacrifice the public Interest, to his 
own personal Predilections or Objects, ho 
was a highly culpable Minister. I am not 
sufficiently informed on the Point, to venture 
on hazarding any Opinion. Posterity, better 
instructed, may perhaps decide upon it. Fo* 
unquestionably lost the finest Occasion 
which Fortune could have presented him, 
for acquiring general Applause and Admira¬ 
tion, by continuing Rodney in the Com¬ 
mand, after Intelligence had arrived of the 
glorious Result of the 12th of April. 

[June.] While the Victory obtained over 
de Grasse, produced so vast and beneficial 
an Alteration in the Affairs of Great Britain 
heyond the Atlantic; Time seemed rapidly 
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maturing another important Change, or ra¬ 
ther Convulsion, in the domestic Concerns 
of the Kingdom. From the first Formation 
of the new Cabinet, its jarring Materials in¬ 
dicated, in the Opinions of all discerning 
Men, their speedy Disunion and Separation. 
Fox, conscious of the Alienation in which 
the King held him, morally, as well as poli¬ 
tically, possessed too much Penetration not 
to foresee, and to predict, an approaching 
Change of Administration. He was not 
without Difficulty restrained from precipitat¬ 
ing it, by his open Disapprobation of the 
intended, or imputed Measures, of some of 
his Colleagues. The stern Inflexibility of 
Lord Thurlow, likewise, who as Chancellor, 
thwarted and opposed, in the House of 
Peers, many of his Measures, greatly irri-. 
tated him. Already Fox began to alter his 
Language, when speaking of that Noble¬ 
man ; on whom, while a Member of the late 
Cabinet, he had lavished so many Enco¬ 
miums at the Expeuce of his Colleagues in 
the Administration. Nor did the Preference 
shewn towards Lord Shelburne, on all Occa¬ 
sions, by his Majesty, tend less to accelerate 
a Rupture. In this Situation of Things, the 
Decline of the Marquis of Rockingham’s 
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Health, by incapacitating him to take as ac¬ 
tive a Part in public A flairs as he had pre¬ 
viously done, removed the only remaining 
serious Impediment: while it facilitated the 
Accomplishment of those Objects, which 
Prudence and Precaution alone had hitherto 
compelled the Sovereign to delay, till the 
Arrival of a favourable Opportunity. 

[1 —20th June.] Hitherto during the Course 
of nearly two Sessions, Pox and Pitt had al¬ 
most invariably coincided upon every Point 
submitted to Parliamentary Discussion: but, 
the Term of their apparent political Union 
now approached. Lord Mahon, who, by 
his first Marriage stood in the near Relation 
of a Brother in Law to Mr. Pitt, was then 
one of the Representatives for Wycombe. 
His ardent, zealous, and impetuous Mind, 
tinged with deep Shades of Republicanism 
and Eccentricity, which extended even to his 
Dress and Manners; was equally marked by 
a bold Originality of Character, very enlight¬ 
ened Views of the public Welfare or Amelio¬ 
ration, inflexible Pertinacity, and a steady 
Up rightness of Intention. This Nobleman, 
who was at that Time about twenty-nine 
Years of Age, having introduced a Bill into 
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the House, for the Prevention of Ex pence 
and Bribery at Elections, Powis strongly 
opposed it. Pitt replied to him; denying 
that the Regulations proposed, would con¬ 
stitute any Innovation on the British Consti¬ 
tution, which, on the contrary, they were 
calculated to renovate and restore. Mr. Se¬ 
cretary Pox took the contrary Side, and in 
a Speech of great Ability, after many flatter¬ 
ing Compliments to his honorable Friend , 
maintained nevertheless that the Principles 
of the Bill had not been fairly stated by him. 
“ On all Questions or Points which had for 
“ their Object to effect an equal Representor 
“ tion,” he said, “ Mr. Pitt might rely on his 
“ firmest Concurrence and Support. There, 
“ they never could disagree: but, on the pre- 
“ sent Subject, their Opinions differed, and he 
“ had stated with much Deference the Rear 
“ sons of his Dissent.” Pitt did not meet 
these Expressions of friendly Respect, with 
all the Cordiality or Suavity that might have 
been expected. He was indeed lavish of his 
Encomiums on the splendid Display of Elo¬ 
quence made by the Secretary of State; 
which, he observed, impressed him with 
deeper Admiration, because, instead of over¬ 
turning the Arguments which he had, him- 
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self used, it on the contrary supported them. 
The House dividing, Lord Mahon’s Bill was 
carried by a Majority of only one; and 
being again resumed three Days afterwards, 
the Discussion was renewed between Pitt 
and Fox; not, indeed, with any Asperity or 
Personality, but, with much Pertinacity. 
Sheridan joined in the Debate, taking Part 
against one of the most important Clauses; 
which being rejected by sixty-six Votes, op¬ 
posed to twenty-six, Lord Mahon immedi¬ 
ately declared that he would proceed no fur¬ 
ther in the Measure. It would not, indeed, of 
itself have excited much Attention, if it had 
not elicited the first Sparks of Disagreement 
between two Persons, who attracted so great 
a Share of national Consideration. 

[22d—30th June.] One of the last im¬ 
portant or interesting Discussions, which 
took Place in the House of Commons, pre¬ 
vious to the Marquis of Rockingham’s De¬ 
cease, owed its Existence to the Attorney 
General. That intrepid and upright Lawyer, 
acting without any Concert whatever, un¬ 
certain of Support from any Quarter, but, 
impelled by his deep Sense of public Justice, 
and of private Rectitude; brought forward 
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to Parliamentary Notice, the Question rela¬ 
tive to the Balances of Money remaining in 
the Hands of public Accountants. The En¬ 
quiry being levelled principally, though not 
solely,. against Rigby, who, as late as the 
Month of May, 1781, held no less a Balance 
in his Possession, than Eleven Hundred 
Thousand Pounds; he, apprehensive of 
some prompt or efficacious Resolution being 
adopted, which might subject him to Diffi¬ 
culties of a pecuniary Nature, procured by 
personal Applications, a very numerous At¬ 
tendance. I have rarely witnessed so many 
Members present in their Places, at so ad¬ 
vanced a Period of the Session. To this 
Circumstance Kenyon alluded, when he 
rose to make his Propositions, observing 
that it gave him Pleasure to. see so full a 
House on such an Occasion. With stern 
Severity of Voice and Manner, he declared 
that only a strong Sentiment of Duty actu¬ 
ated him. “ Party Views,” added he, “Ihave 
“ none, nor have I consulted any Individual 
“whatever, on the Nature and Propriety 
“ of the Motions that I am about to make. 
“Nay, I am ignorant whether any Member 
“ of the House will second them: but, my 
“ Determination to propose them remains 
“ unalterable.” It must be confessed that 
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such an Attorney General does not arise 
frequently, nor could a Man of so indepen¬ 
dent a. Mind be acceptable to any, except 
Ministers of the most elevated and incorrupt 
Description. Having stated that his Object 
was to compel the Payment of the Balances 
due to the Public, who, he said, had a Right 
to the Issues and Profits of their own 
Money; he added, that if he should be de¬ 
feated in that House, the Courts of Law 
would still remain open to him, where he 
might bring the Question to a legal Deci¬ 
sion. He concluded by moving various Re¬ 
solutions, one of which declared that “ Rig¬ 
by and Welbore Ellis, were both account¬ 
able for the Interest received by them, of the 
Balances that respectively remained in their 
Hands, from the Day of their quitting their 
late Offices.” 

No sooner had Kenyon finished, than 
Fox presented himself to Notice; and after 
acknowledging that his learned Friend had 
not consulted Him on the Business just 
opened, he contested with much Warmth, 
and equal Ingenuity, the Attorney Gene¬ 
ral’s Proposition. It might, he admitted, 
be Law; but, it did not appear to him, 
to be common Sense:—an Assertion which 
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he endeavoured to elucidate, as well as 
to prove, by pointing out the essential 
Difference between a Guardian, who is 
bound to place the Money of his Ward in a 
State to yield Interest; and a public Ac¬ 
countant, who is only held responsible for 
ihe Capital advanced to him for public Pur¬ 
poses. I must confess that this Doctrine 
appeared to me to be sound, and by no 
means inconsistent with the immutable Prin¬ 
ciples of Justice: but, from the Lips of the 
Secretary of State, it came with a bad Grace; 
his Father, Lord Holland, standing in the 
same Position as Rigby; being accused by 
the public Voice, though perhaps unjustly, 
as a great Defaulter; and his Executors 
never having, down to that Day, been able 
to obtain his Quietus from the Exchequer. 
Yet Lord Holland had quitted the Pay 
Office more than seventeen Years, when 
Kenyon agitated the Question then before 
the House, during all which Time the Public 
derived no Benefit from the Balances re¬ 
maining due from that Nobleman’s Estate. 

Governor Johnstone, who never lost any 
Opportunity of attacking Fox; though he 
disapproved of Kenyon’s Motion, yet con¬ 
trived to wound the Secretary in a tender 
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Part. “ Why,” he demanded, “ should the 
“ Executors of Lordv Holland be allowed 
“ many Years for paying in his Balances, if 
“ Rigby and Ellis were to be compelled to 
“ make a similar Payment, within V e short 
“ Space of two Months?—As to myself;” 
continued he, “ my Reason for attending 
“ in my Place to-day, was not with a Design 
“ of supporting any particular Cause; but, 
“ merely from Curiosity, in order to observe 
“ what Part the Right Honorable Secre- 
“ tary would take on a Question, where he 
“ is himself so personally concerned.” Ne¬ 
vertheless, Lord North coinciding perfectly 
with Fox/in the Doctrines that he had laid 
down, and pronouncing them to be ortho¬ 
dox;— Wallace, the late Attorney General, 
declaring that in his Opinion, the Public 
had no Right whatever, to demand any In¬ 
terest on the Money lying in the Hands of 
great national Accountants; an Opinion 
which he sustained by strong Reasoning; 
—Powis agreeing in the Justice, as well as 
in the Solidity, of Fox’s Observations; and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer supporting 
the same Arguments;—under these Cir¬ 
cumstances, Kenyon consented to withdraw 
the obnoxious Resolution. Having however 
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substituted in its Place, a Motion for Leave 
to bring in a Bill, to enable the Exchequer 
to receive the Balances due from Rigby and 
Ellis, he was again opposed, and on a Divi¬ 
sion, left in a Minority of Eleven. The Se¬ 
cretary of State, as well as the other Mem¬ 
bers of Administration, supported and voted 
with Kenyon, though probably Fox was by 
no means displeased at the Result of the 
Day. 

No rational Doubt can exist, that even if 
Death had not carried off the Marquis of 
Rockingham, yet a Change in the Adminis¬ 
tration would equally have taken Place, 
nearly at the same Time, and in the same 
Manner, as it was afterwards effected. The 
Necessity of making such Arrangements as 
might, it was hoped, secure its Duration, 
and enable Lord Shelburne to surmount 
the Opposition to be expected in Parliament, 
had solely prevented him hitherto from ac¬ 
cepting the Place of First Lord of the Trea¬ 
sury. But, as the Session drew towards its 
Close, that Difficulty gradually ceased; while 
the Period which must of course elapse be¬ 
tween the Prorogation and the subsequent 
Meeting, would afford, in all Probability, if 
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well improved, various Means of strengthen¬ 
ing the new Ministry. Lord Shelburne had 
already made Advances to, and had sounded 
Mr. Pitt. His Talents, Eloquence, and Po¬ 
pularity, sustained by his illustrious Name, 
rendered him, notwithstanding his Youth, 
capable of being successfully opposed to 
Fox, in the House of Commons. His Am¬ 
bition, which had impelled him to disdain, 
and to reject, a secondary Place under the 
existing Administration, pointed out to Lord 
Shelburne the obvious Bait, by which he 
might be induced to lend his powerful Sup¬ 
port ; namely, a Cabinet Office. The Deco¬ 
rum, and Regularity of his private Life, alto¬ 
gether untinctured with the Vices of Fox’s 
Character, gave him a vast Superiority, in the 
Estimation of all those who considered cor¬ 
rect moral Deportment as indispensable to 
a Man placed in public Situation. In the 
Contemplation of these Circumstances, and 
with these Intentions, it is well known that 
the King had fully determined to displace 
such Members of the Cabinet as constituted 
the Rockingham Party; and to transfer the 
Management of the Treasury to the Earl of 
Shelburne. The Lapse of a few Days, would 
perhaps have disclosed and produced this 
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important Event, when the Decease of the 
First Minister spared His Majesty the Ne¬ 
cessity of dismissing him from his Post. 

[1st of July.] Lord Rockingham, though 
hardly fifty-two Years of Age, already sunk 
under an infirm and debilitated Constitution. 
A Decay, to which was added a slow Fever, 
or as it Was denominated, Influenza, a Spe¬ 
cies of epidemic Distemper, had for some 
Time undermined his Strength, without ap¬ 
pearing to menace his immediate Dissolution. 
He was in his Place in the House of Peers, 
for the last Time, on the 3d of June, where 
lie both spoke and voted in Support of Mr. 
Crewe’s Bill, for depriving Revenue Officers 
of their Vote in Elections. But, when he 
rose to address the House, he declared that 
he felt himself so severely indisposed, as to 
be.almost incapable of uttering a Word. He 
even made use of a singular Expression;— 
for he added, “ the .Disorder universally 
“ prevalent,. afflicts me so violently, that at 
“ Times 1 am not completely in Possession 
“ of myself.” His Speech nevertheless dis¬ 
played no Defect of Mind. Soon after the 
King’s Birth-day, having quitted Grosvenor- 
Square, he. retired to Roehampton, where 

VOL. III. l 



146 


HISTORICAL 


[1782. 

his Recovery was confidently expected by 
his Friends, and even predicted by his medi¬ 
cal Attendants. Indeed, neither Fox nor 
Burke seem to have been prepared for his 
Decease; though the former, with the man¬ 
ly, but imprudent Decision that marked 
his political Character, instantly determined 
either to keep Possession of the Treasury 
by Proxy, or to resign his Office. Burke, 
though he personally detested Lord Shel¬ 
burne, yet would, I believe, have gladly 
retained his Situation, under a new First 
Minister of the King’s Election: but, he 
could not separate himself from Fox. On 
that Day, they held a long Conversation, 
evidently of the most interesting and serious 
Description, in the Court of Requests, where 
they continued walking backwards and for¬ 
wards, long after the Speaker had taken the 
Chair. At length they both repaired to the 
House, where the Marquis’s Death being 
announced, warm Eulogiums were conferred 
on his Memory, from various Quarters. Fre¬ 
deric Montagu, himself a Man of distin¬ 
guished Probity, when mentioning Lord 
Rockingham, said, “ Such was my Opinion 
“ of his Integrity of Heart, and Firmness of 
“ Mind in resisting every Act that ought to 
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“ be resisted, as to make his Concurrence or 
“ Approbation sufficient to sanctify in my 
“ Judgment, * almost any Measure.” “ He 
“ was,” observed Fox, “ an Honor to his 
“ Country, and an Ornament to human Na- 
“ ture. Others, I admit, may have possessed 
“more brilliant Talents; but I know of 
“ none who more truly loved his Country, 
“ or who displayed in a more eminent De- 
“ gree, that extraordinary Combination of 
“ Firmness of Mind, with Softness of Man- 
“ ners, by which he was peculiarly charac- 
“ terized.” “ Well may J be excused,” ex¬ 
claimed Burke, “ for mingling my Tears 
“ with those of all Ranks and Descriptions 
“ of Men, for the inestimable Loss which 
“ we have sustained by the Death of this 
“ most excellent and virtuous Character! 
“ He is gone to appear before that Tribunal 
“ where we must all render an Account of 
“ our Actions; and I believe, no Soul ever 
“ went with a greater and better founded 
“ Certainty of Approbation.” These En¬ 
comiums may have been merited, as paid to 
his moral Worth and steady Rectitude of 
Intention: but, we must remember by whom, 
and when, they were uttered. Fox, Burke, 
and Montagu, all relapsed into a compara- 
l 2 
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tive Obscurity, by his Death. History will 
speak of him with more Moderation. An 
amiable and a respectable Individual, rather 
than a superior Man, Nature had not de¬ 
signed him to be the First Minister of a 
great Country. Junius well characterizes 
his Formation of Mind, when he speaks of 
“ the mild, but determined Integrity of Lord 
“ Rockingham.” Yet was there, as that 
Writer elsewhere observes, a Degree.of “ De- 
V bility” in his Virtue: but, the Moderation 
of his Character tempered the Ardor of 
Fox, and imposed Limits on Burke’s En¬ 
thusiasm. 

The State of his Frame and Health, which, 
even in his Youth had never been robust; 
and both which were believed to have suf¬ 
fered severely in Consequence of some im¬ 
prudent Gallantries, while pursuing his Tra¬ 
vels in the South of Italy, at an early Period 
of his Life; incapacitated him for close or 
continued Application, during the short 
Period of his Administration. The Princess 
of Franca Villa was commonly supposed to 
have bestowed on him the same fatal Pre¬ 
sent, which the “ Belle Ferroniere” conferred 
on Francis the First, King of France; and 
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which, as we learn from Burnet , the Coun¬ 
tess of Southesk was said to have entailed 
on James, Duke of York, afterwards James 
the Second. That Princess was still living 
when I visited Naples, in the Year 1779; 
and Sir William Hamilton assured me, that 
she always expressed the utmost Concern 
for the unintentional Misfortune, which the 
Marquis’s Attachment for her had produced, 
as well as for its supposed Results. Leaving 
no Issue, the greater Part of his vast landed 
Property, as well as his Borough Interests, 
descended to his Nephew, Earl Fitzwilliam. 
In Lord Rockingham’s Person too, became 
extinct, the Title and Dignity of a British 
Marquis; he being ,the sole Individual in 
the Kingdom who then possessed that high 
Rank; to which Mr. Pitt has since elevated 
during his Administration, eleven Individu¬ 
als ; besides creating nine Irish Marquises, 
where there did not previously exist one 
Peer of that Order. Such has been the 
prodigious Encrease of Peerages, during the 
present Reign! Unquestionably, Mr. Pitt, in 
thus augmenting the Numbers of the House 
of Lords, was not animated by the same In¬ 
tention as the Romans attributed to the First 
of the Caesars, when he encreased the Senate 
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to nine hundred ; or as Suetonius expresses 
it, “ Senatum supplevit” But, it will be 
nevertheless for our Descendants to decide, 
how far he has practically produced a simi¬ 
lar Effect on the Constitution of Great Bri¬ 
tain, with the pernicious Consequence which 
flowed from the Augmentation of the Roman 
Senate by Caesar. 

[2d—8th July.] However deeply sensible 
Fox might be to Lord Rockingham’s Death, 
and whatever Steps he probably contem¬ 
plated as the natural Results of such a 
Blow, he was not so precipitate as to give in 
his immediate Resignation. He remained a 
Member of the Cabinet for several Days 
after it took Place, and on the 2d of the 
Month, he spoke, (for the last Time indeed,) 
as Secretary of State, from the Treasury 
Bench. A Bill for the Regulation of Ap¬ 
pointments in the West Indies and America, 
being then in its Progress through the House; 
it was opposed by Sir George Savile, on a 
Principle of jealous Apprehension that we 
might attempt again to legislate for the Co¬ 
lonies, thereby re-asserting a Supremacy 
over them. Lord Shelburne having intro¬ 
duced the Bill into the upper House, who 
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was well known to be very averse to the 
Declaration of American Independence, that 
Circumstance excited still greater Alarm. 
The Attorney General, with the Warmth 
characteristic of all he said or did, endea¬ 
voured to allay Sir George’s Fears. “ The 
“ Wisdom, Probity, Disinterestedness, and 
“ honorable Intentions of that noble Person,” 
Kenyon observed, “ stood so firmly esta- 
“ blished in the public Opinion, that he 
“ trusted, no Man would venture to reject 
“ the Motives which had animated him in 
“ bringing forward such a Measure.” But, 
Sir George Savile remaining inflexible, Fox 
rose, and expressed his Astonishment at 
the Incredulity manifested on the Subject.. 
“ While the present Ministers enjoyed their 
“ Sovereign’s Confidence, no Idea,” he as¬ 
serted, “ could ever exist of coercing Ame- 
“ rica, or of renewing the System so strongly 
“ reprobated by that House. He could not 
“ speak peremptorily for every Member of 
“ the Cabinet; but he protested that he 
“ would not, himself, remain one Minute in 
“ Administration, after he should discover 
“ an Intention of bringing back the Colonies 
“ to Obedience, either by Force, or by Ne- 
“ gotiation.” Fox even proceeded to prove 
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that, however reluctant the Nobleman in 
Question .might have been in Times past, to 
the Acknowledgement of American Indepen¬ 
dence; yet, a wholesome and salutary Re¬ 
volution had taken Place in his Principles, 
from the Operation of Events, and of an 
overpowering Necessity. To these Assu¬ 
rances and Expostulations, which were reit¬ 
erated by General Conway, Sir George Sa- 
vilp at length gave way: but, the Event 
proved either that Fox was mistaken, or 
that Lord Shelburne exhibited a Reluctance 
to concede American Independence, which 
he afterwards renounced, when Fox had 
quitted the Cabinet. Instead of throwing up 
his Place in Administration, on a bare Sus¬ 
picion or Belief of Lord Shelburne’s Inten¬ 
tions ; he ought, (as Pitt told him, a few 
Days afterwards,) to have summoned a Ca¬ 
binet Council, and there to have ascertained 
the Fact, before he proceeded to Extremi¬ 
ties. But, Passion, Indignation, and disap¬ 
pointed Ambition, mastering his Reason, im¬ 
pelled him, regardless of the Consequences 
to himself and to his Friends, to retire, ra¬ 
ther than submit to the new First Lord of 
the Treasury. Pitt, more calm and wise, 
took Fox’s vacant Seat, though not his 
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Office, in the Cabinet: an Event which the 
Secretary of State ought to have foreseen, as 
more than possible; though probably, he was 
not prepared for it. 

If Fox would have submitted to retain his 
Office as Secretary of State, under Lord 
Shelburne, after the Decease of the Marquis 
of.Rockingham; it is not to be questioned 
that the King, whatever personal Objections 
or Dislike he might have , felt towards him, 
would from prudential Motives, have al¬ 
lowed him to continue in the Cabinet. Nor 
can it admit of a Doubt, that Fox, by con¬ 
senting to hold his own Situation, would 
have induced Lord John Cavendish, oyer 
whom he always exercised an unbounded 
Ascendant, to follow his Example. Burke, 
who manifested the greatest Reluctance to 
quit the Pay Office, required rather to be 
impelled in making that Sacrifice, than ap¬ 
peared to feel any spontaneous Disposition 
towards resigning so lucrative an Appoint¬ 
ment, of which he had scarcely tasted the 
first Fruits. Fox’s private Circumstances 
were, moreover so desperate, as to dictate 
some Attention to them; and many of his 
Friends stood in a similar Predicament. He 
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did not affect to conceal his own Want of 
Fortune, even when addressing the House of 
Commons. Speaking of the Motives that 
impelled him to resign, and of their impe¬ 
rious Nature, which left him no Alternative 
except quitting Office; he added, “Moved 
“ by these Considerations, though in Point 
“ of Fortune, my Condition is not by any 
“ Means enviable, I have relinquished the 
“ Pomp, the Patronage, and the Emoluments 
“ of Employment.—I confess candidly that 
“ I have not quitted my Place without a 
“ Pang. I am not such a Stoic, as to prefer 
“ being neglected, rather than to be courted; 
“ to prefer Poverty to Riches, Inconvenience 
“ before Comfort, or Obscurity before Power 
“ arid Splendor.” It was difficult to desig- 
tiate more eloquently his Situation. These 
Expressions fell from him on the 9th of 
July, in the Progress of the interesting Dis- 
cussiori that took Place relative to Barre’s 
Pension. Burke, with less Dignity, de¬ 
plored on the same Day, in the same As¬ 
sembly, his Ejection from the Pay Office, 
arid his Inability to despise the Favors of 
Fortune. “ 1 have,” said he, “ a Family, 
“ and my Means are small. I like my Office. 
“ The House, the Situation, and all its Ap- 
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“ pendages, cannot be otherwise than pleas- 
“ ing to my Taste. All these Things I can- 
“ not relinquish without Regret:—for, the 
“ Welfare of my Family is most dear to me. 
“ Who can conceive that 1 would lightly sa- 
“ crifice all these Things, and four Thou- 
“ sand Pounds a Year?—I have long been 
“ surfeited with Opposition, and those who 
“ know me well, will not denominate me 
“ factious.” These Lamentations remind us 
of Pomfret’s Poem, on Adam’s Expulsion 
from Paradise, beginning, 

f‘ And must I go, and must I be no more 

“ The Tenant of this happy Ground?” 

Burke’s Condition was in every Point of 
View rendered more critical, in consequence 
of Lord Rockingham’s Decease. I have 
been assured, that Nobleman, by his last 
testamentary Dispositions, cancelled all the 
Money due to him by Mr. Burke, amounting 
to a considerable Sum: but, did not be¬ 
queath him any additional Legacy, or pecu¬ 
niary Mark of Regard. It was added, that 
Burke by no means expressed himself satis¬ 
fied \yith the Marquis’s Conduct towards 
him in this Respect. Certainly, some of his' 
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Expressions relative to Lord Rockingham, 
in his Speech to which I have already al¬ 
luded, were very singular, and might be re¬ 
garded as equivocal. “ Among the Enco- 
“ miums due to that noble Person,” said^e, 
“ this was^one; that he left his best and 
“ dearest Friends, with the simple Reward 
“ of his own invaluable Intimacy. This pe- 
“ culiar Test of their Sincerity, he demanded 
“ while alive; and it was a Tax which he 
imposed on their Regard for his Memory, 
“ w T hen he w^as no more.” JDo not these 
Words obscurely designate the Fact, that 
he received no Augmentation to his Fortune, 
by Lord Rockingham’s Will? Embarrassed, 
nevertheless, as were both his, and Fox’s 
private Affairs, the Resentment of the latter, 
at seeing the Helm of State transferred to 
Lord Shelburne, when added to his Know¬ 
ledge of the secret Machinations which had 
preceded it, extinguished or superseded 
every other Sentiment in his Bosom. He 
peremptorily demanded, either that the Duke 
of Portland should be immediately recalled 
from Ireland, in order to be placed at the 
Head of the Treasury, as the Representative 
of the deceased Marquis, and the acknow¬ 
ledged Chief of the Whig Party; or he. ten- 
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dered to his Majesty his own instant Resig¬ 
nation. His Offer was accepted; and that of 
Lord John Cavendish, as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, accompanied it, at the same 
Time. 

When, after the Lapse of five and thirty 
Years, we calmly examine the Motives by 
which Fox was actuated in thus throwing up 
his Office, we must admit that he consulted 
more his Passions, than his Reason; since he 
lay under no Necessity of sacrificing either 
his Country, or his Principles, to the Preser¬ 
vation of his Employment. Lord Shel¬ 
burne’s insincerity or Duplicity could not 
operate to produce the public Ruin, except 
by the Measures, that, in his Capacity of 
first Minister, he might bring forward: and 
whatever Repugnance he might individually 
feel to grant the American Colonies uncon¬ 
ditional Independence, yet the Majority of 
the Cabinet, after Fox’s and Lord John Ca¬ 
vendish’s Secession, compelled him ulti¬ 
mately to adopt that Principle. By retain¬ 
ing his Place under the new First Lord of the 
Treasury, Fox would therefore have secured 
his Adherence to the late Marquis’s Plans: 
or, on his Departure from them, Fox would 
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have carried Parliament and the Country 
with him, by instantly refusing longer to 
co-operate with a Minister, who evaded or 
declined recognizing the Sovereignty of the 
thirteen States. Nor could Lord Keppel 
and the Duke of Richmond, have then sepa¬ 
rated themselves from him. If, instead of 
the violent Step that he took, he had acted 
with Temper, he would have advanced the 
Public Interests, while he consolidated his 
own Tenure of Office. The King and Lord 
Shelburne, however much they might have 
desired to disnjiss him, could not have ven¬ 
tured on it, without a Pretence. Pitt might 
probably have become Secretary of State for 
the Home Department; and a very strong 
Government must have arisen, from which 
Lord North, as well as his Adherents, would 
have been altogether excluded. But, in 
order to have produced this Benefit to the 
State, it was necessary for Fox to begin by 
obtaining a Triumph over himself. He pre¬ 
ferred more dictatorial Measures, which in 
the Course of a few Months, compelled him 
either to behold his Enemy confirmed in 
Power, after making Peace, while he himself 
and his Adherents remained on the Opposi¬ 
tion Bench; or, regardless of Consequences, 
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to form a Junction with Lord North, and 
storm the Cabinet a second Time. Such 
were the injurious Results that flowed from 
his intemperate Precipitation. 

Fox, in taking this decisive Step, probably 
flattered himself that it would have operated 
to a wider Extent, than actually happened. 
Though he could not rationally hope that 
either Lord Camden or the Duke of Grafton 
would resign; and though he ought not to 
have supposed that General Conway would 
lay down his Office; since not one of these 
Ministers depended on the late Marquis of 
Rockingham; yet he certainly calculated that 
his Uncle the Duke of Richmond, as well as 
Lord Keppel, would imitate his Example. 
In this Expectation, he was, however, disap¬ 
pointed. They both expressed, indeed, in 
the Upper House of Parliament, their great 
Regret at his Secession; but they declined 
following him out of'the Cabinet, and stated 
the Motives for their Determination. It re¬ 
mained during some Time doubtful, whether 
Mr. Pitt would have been appointed one of 
the Secretaries of State, or placed in the 
Post of Chancellor of the Exchequer. The 
latter Employment was finally conferred on 
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him. Mr. Thomas Townsend succeeded Lord 
Shelburne in the Home Department; leaving 
the Post of Secretary at War to Sir George 
Yonge. The Foreign Office, vacated by 
Fox, was last filled up, and given to Lord 
Grantham. However inferior in Energy and 
Brilliancy of Intellect to his Predecessor, he 
possessed solid, though not eminent Parts; 
added to a Knowledge of foreign Affairs 
and of Europe, having resided several Years 
with great Reputation, as Embassador at 
the Court of Madrid. 

Two of the Lords of the Treasury follow¬ 
ed Mr. Fox out of Office. One, Lord Al- 
thorpe, has since filled with Honor to him¬ 
self, and Advantage to the Public, as Earl 
Spencer, a high Cabinet Office under Mr. 
Pitt’s Administration. Frederick Montagu, 
the other, a Man equally respectable for 
Probity and for Talents, afterwards raised to 
the Dignity of a Privy Councillor; was a 
devoted Adherent of the Cavendish and 
Rockingham Interest. Mr. Richard Jack- 
son, and Mr. Edward James Elliot, suc¬ 
ceeded to these Vacancies. The former 
Gentleman, one of Lord Shelburne’s inti¬ 
mate Friends, bred to the Bar, had obtained 
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from the Universality of his Information on 
all Topics, as I have already had Occasion 
to remark, the Appellation of “ Omniscient 
Jackson.” Mr. Eliot afterwards married 
Lady Harriet Pitt, Sister of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer; and his Father early in 
1784, was created a Peer, while the new First 
Minister had still to contend against a Ma¬ 
jority an the House of Commons. The re¬ 
maining Member of the Treasury Board, 
Mr. James Grenville, whom we have like¬ 
wise seen elevated by Mr. Pitt to the Bri¬ 
tish Peerage, at a later Period of his Admi¬ 
nistration; did not think, proper to imitate 
the Example of his Colleagues. Mr. Thomas 
Orde, who became one of the two Secre¬ 
taries of the New Treasury; like Mr. Gren¬ 
ville, terminated his Career as a Commoner, 
on the very same Day, fifteen Years after¬ 
wards, by a Removal to the upper House 
of Parliament. 

The Peerage formed, indeed, the Eutha¬ 
nasia, the natural Translation of all Mr. 
Pitt’s favourite Adherents, Friends, and Re¬ 
lations, either by Consanguinity, or by Al¬ 
liance. It must be admitted that Mr. Orde 
had a double Pretension to it, from his Ser- 

vol. hi. m 



162 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1782 . 


vices, and his matrimonial Connexion. While 
a Member of the House of Commons, he had 
distinguished himself by drawing up more 
than one of the most able Reports of the 
“ Secret Committee,” appointed to enquire 
into the Causes of the War in the Carnatic, 
of which Committee he was a leading Mem¬ 
ber. Mr. Dundas, the Chairman, when ad¬ 
dressing the House, on the ninth of April, 
1782; after paying him the highest Compli¬ 
ments for his Assiduity and Exertions in 
that Capacity, added, “ Such, indeed, are 
“ the Talents which Mr. Orde has exhibited 
“ in the Business of Investigation, that no 
“ Minister who means to act honestly, can 
“ overlook him, or omit to employ his dis- 
“ tinguished Abilities in the public Service.” 
Great, however, as was the Testimony of the 
Lord Advocate, to his Merits, which I am 
not inclined to dispute, yet his best Claim 
consisted in having married the natural 
Daughter of Charles, Duke of Bolton; in 
Virtue of which Union, and .from the Failure 
of male Issue in the Person of the succeed¬ 
ing Duke, Mr. Orde became eventually pos¬ 
sessed of some of the finest Estates of that 
illustrious Family. The Title itself, dimi¬ 
nished . to a Barony, was revived in him, to- 
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gether with the Name of Powlett. Lord 
North remained an inactive, though notan 
unconcerned, or a silent Spectator, of this 
new Convulsion in the Councils of the 
Crown; which had so soon expelled from 
the Cabinet, one of the two Parties, by whom 
he was himself driven from Power. Of all 
those Individuals who had supported his Ad¬ 
ministration, or occupied any eminent Situa¬ 
tion under it, only two quitted him, in order 
to be received into Lord Shelburne’s Con¬ 
fidence and Ministry. The Lord Advocate 
of Scotland, Mr. Dundas, after eight Years 
Adherence, now abandoned altogether his 
ancient political Leader; and imitating the 
Precedent exhibited by Mr. Pitt, took Of¬ 
fice, by accepting the Treasurership of the 
Navy. From this Period, those two eminent 
Men continued for the Remainder of their 
Lives, inseparable in good, as well as in ad¬ 
verse Fortune. Lord Mulgrave followed 
Dundas’s Example. The Duke of Port¬ 
land, who, as being devoted to the Rocking¬ 
ham Interest, and now placed ostensibly at 
its Head, adopted of Course Mr. Fox’s Line 
of Conduct, was succeeded in the Lord 
Lieutenancy of Ireland, by Earl Temple; a 
Nobleman of very considerable Talents,'and 
m 2 
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great Application to Business, though, we 
must admit, inferior in Energy of Mind and 
Character, to either of his Brothers. 


[9th July.] The Interruption which so im¬ 
portant a Change in the Government, occa¬ 
sioned in the ordinary Business of the House 
of Commons; prevented any Discussion 
from arising in that Assembly during some 
Days, relative to the Causes and Motives of 
Mr. Fox’s Resignation. But, an Occasion 
soon presented itself, which enabled him to 
state all his Grievances, to unfold some Por¬ 
tion of the Mystery that pervaded his Con¬ 
duct, and to bring forward the heaviest 
Charges against the new first Lord of the 
Treasury. A Pension of three thousand 
two hundred Pounds a Year, having been 
granted to Colonel Barre, by the Adminis¬ 
tration of which Lord Rockingham consti¬ 
tuted the Head; and another very consider¬ 
able Pension being given at the same Time, 
to Lord Ashburton, the two principal Friends 
of Lord Shelburne in both Houses of Par¬ 
liament;—these Grants, the Consideration 
of which was unexpectedly brought forward, 
became severely arraigned. It seemed, in¬ 
deed, impossible not to feel a Degree of As- 
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tonishment, at contemplating such profuse 
Donations of the public Money, made by 
Men who condemned Lord North’s Want of 
Economy; who were with Difficulty induced 
to give a Pension of two thousand Pounds a 
Year to Lord Rodney, for having defeated 
the French Fleet, and saved Jamaica; who, 
themselves, had recently reduced the Housed 
hold of the Sovereign; and who loudly as¬ 
serted their personal Disinterestedness. Mr. 
Daniel Parker Coke, a Man who, like Ken¬ 
yon, only took the Advice of his own upright 
and intelligent Mind, in all Cases of public 
or Parliamentary Duty; coming down to 
the House, without Concert of any Kind, 
moved for an Address, to request of His Ma¬ 
jesty to declare, which of his Ministers had 
dared to recommend the Grant of the Pen¬ 
sion in Question to Barre. The three Lords 
of the Treasury present, having all admitted 
that it was the Marquis of Rockingham’s 
Act; and Frederic Montagu, one of the 
Number, not only justifying it, as a Remu¬ 
neration merited by Barr6 for his long Ser¬ 
vices in that Assembly; but, adding, that 
all he regretted, was his not having signed a 
Warrant for a similar Sum, to another dis¬ 
tinguished Servant of the Public, namely, 
Mr. Burke; Barre himself then rose. In a 
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Speech, well conceived, and delivered from 
the Treasury Bench, he detailed his military 
Sufferings and Renunciations, honorary, as 
well as pecuniary. . The Post of Adjutant 
General, and the Government of Stirling 
Castle, both of which Offices had been con¬ 
ferred on him by the Crown, as a Reward 
for his Services under the immortal Wolfe in 
Canada; Posts, of which Officers were only 
deprived for military Offences;—he had sa¬ 
crificed. “ I was,” said he, “ an Enemy to 
“ General Warrants. I voted against them 
“ in this House, and for this political Trans- 
“ gression, I was dismissed, the very next 
“ Day, from my military Employments.”— 
“ I should now have been an old Lieutenant 
“ General. Had I been less a Friend to the 
“ Liberties of the People, my Income would 
“ have exceeded the Pension conferred on 
“ me. If, after such Sacrifices, I do not 
“ merit this Provision, let it be curtailed or 
“ annihilated.” 

I confess that, though I felt no Predilec¬ 
tion towards Barre, whose Manners, like 
his Figure, had in them something ap¬ 
proaching to ferocious; yet, these Circum¬ 
stances produced on my Mind, a Sentiment 
of Conviction or Approbation. But, Bamber 
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Gascoyne, who yielded to few Men in strong 
common Sense, which he expressed with 
Force and Freedom whenever he mixed in 
Debate; attacked both the Grant and the 
Administration, with great Vivacity. While 
he candidly admitted the Deserts of the 
Person on whom this Mark of royal and 
public Bounty had been conferred, he loudly 
inveighed against such Profusion on the 
Part of Men, who, while out of Office, had 
condemned the late Ministers for making 
similar Remunerations; and who, since they 
had been, themselves, in Power, though only 
for a few Weeks, had practised all the Faults 
that they previously reprehended. “ The 
“ People,” exclaimed he, “ will soon know 
“ how to form a just Estimate of them. They 
“ declare that their Predecessors have left 
“ the Exchequer empty, and the Finances 
“ exhausted. Yet they heap new Burthens 
“ upon us. They accused the last Cabinet, 
“ of Want of Unanimity. But, what is the 
“ State of the present Cabinet? Is there any 
“ Union of Opinion there ? Yet, His Ma- 
“ jesty’s late Servants have not made the 
“ slightest Attempt to impede their Mea- 
“ sures or Negotiations; This Discord is 
“ the more culpable and dangerous at the 
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“ present Moment, when the combined Na- 
“ vies, superior to our own Fleet under Lord 
“ Howe’s Command, are perhaps upon our 
“ Coasts. A Lord of the Treasury ex- 
“ presses his Concern, at not having signed a 
“ Warrant for a Pension to another Honor- 
“ able Member, whose Talents and Merits, 
“ I own to be most eminent. Why, Mr. 
“ Speaker, I have served the Public for 
“ twenty Years, and I have got no Pension ! 
“ If such large pecuniary Compensations are 
“ to be given to every Individual of conspi- 
“ cuous Desert, where is the Financier .who 
“ who can provide Funds adequate to the 
“Demand?” 

Under Accusations so severe, as well as 
just, the late Secretary of State could not 
remain silent, even had he so inclined. Hav¬ 
ing resigned his Office four Days previous 
to the Discussion then agitated, he had re¬ 
lapsed into a private Member of Parliament; 
and as such, had resumed his ancient Seat 
on the Opposition Side of the House, as well 
as his former Costume. Lord John Caven¬ 
dish and Burke were likewise seated near 
him, as they had been previous to the Change 
of Administration. So soon did Fox find 
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himself restored to his former Position in 
that Assembly. Below him sate Lord North; 
and this Approximation, the first that took 
Place between them, led the Way to a closer 
Connexion in the Course of a short Space of 
Time. No Man could contemplate the late 
Premier, now reduced, like Fox, to a simple 
Individual; the one of whom, four Months 
earlier, occupied the first Place in the Cabi¬ 
net, while the other had only just resigned 
the Seals of his Department; without mak¬ 
ing some Reflections on the Mutability of 
human Greatness. It might have afforded a 
salutary Lesson to Ambition, if any Lessons 
or Examples could serve as Checks on that 
Passion. Fox rising, and directing his Dis¬ 
course not less to Bamber Gascoyne, than 
to Mr. Coke, admitted that the deceased 
Marquis, his Friend, had concurred in re¬ 
commending the Pensions conferred on Lord 
Ashburton, and on Barre : but, he entreated 
the House to observe, that while Lord Shel¬ 
burne’s Adherents received such distinguish¬ 
ing Marks of the Bounty of the Crown; the 
Followers of Lord Rockingham, many of 
whom could plead equal Merit, and equal 
Want, remained without Provision of any 
kind. 
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After thus in some Measure removing the 
Odium attached to the Act, from that Party 
of which he formed a Member ; he indirectly, 
accused the new. First Minister, of the most 
unworthy Duplicity, of the complete.Aban¬ 
donment of every political Principle on 
which he professed to have come into Office, 
and of an Intention to protect, as well as to 
shelter, East Indian Delinquents. Having 
next enumerated the great Points on which 
Lord Shelburne and he had differed in the 
Cabinet, among which he particularly spe¬ 
cified the Question of conceding Independ¬ 
ence to America; he concluded by heaping 
upon that Nobleman, Imputations more se¬ 
vere and humiliating, if possible, than the 
Charges, with which, during many Years, he 
had profusely loaded Lord North. In the 
Warmth of his Indignation, he even ventured 
to predict the Probability, that with a View 
to maintain Possession of the Power so ac¬ 
quired, Lord Shelburne would not scruple 
to apply for Support, to the very Men, whom 
the House and the Nation, had recently 
driven from their official Situations. He un¬ 
fortunately did not then foresee, that within 
seven Months from the Time when he was 
speaking, he should, himself, in order to re- 
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enter the Cabinet, form a J unction with the 
expelled Minister, whom he had so long 
held up to national Resentment, and towards 
whom he still professed the utmost Aliena¬ 
tion. Such were the Inconsistencies and 
Contradictions, into which the Ambition of 
Fox betrayed him; and from which, all the 
Splendor of his Talents could not extricate 
his public Character, without eventually in¬ 
curring Imputations, nearly as heavy as 
those which he lavished on his political Op¬ 
ponents. 

I should find it difficult to convey any 
adequate Idea of this Debate, or rather, Dis¬ 
cussion; which, during the far greater Part 
of the Time it lasted, had not the slightest 
Reference, nor made the smallest Allusion 
to the ostensible Subject before the House, 
Barry’s Pension. In Defiance of Order, it 
was maintained for three or four Hours, in 
the Shape of a Conversation or Dialogue, 
carried on between Fox and General Con¬ 
way exclusively; the Speaker and the Mem¬ 
bers present, who were very numerous, (es¬ 
pecially if the advanced Season of the Year 
be considered:) acquiescing in a total De¬ 
parture from the Question under, Examina- 
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tion, from Motives of Curiosity. Never, per¬ 
haps, were political Disclosures more deli¬ 
cate and interesting, made within those 
Walls! Fox, in Violation of the Secrecy 
which his late Situation seemed to impose 
on him ; anxious to justify his own violent 
and precipitate Conduct, by accusing Lord 
Shelburne of a Dereliction of Principles em¬ 
braced by the whole Cabinet; lifted up the 
Veil from before it, and laid it in some Mea¬ 
sure open to general View. There were 
certain Parts of his Justification, I own, 
that carried Conviction or Approbation with 
them: but, he by no means succeeded in per¬ 
suading the Majority of his Hearers, that he 
had acted wisely, temperately, or from Ne¬ 
cessity, in hastily throwing up his Office. 
We may safely pronounce that Disappoint¬ 
ment, not Patriotism, animated him to that 
improvident Step, though he might really 
believe that Lord Shelburne did not mean 
to concede Independence to America. 

In Reply to Mr. Gascoyne’s Accusation, 
that the new Administration was not less di¬ 
vided than their Predecessors, Fox observed, 
that he had blamed Lord North for having 
remained in Place, after he found himself at 
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the Head of distracted Councils. “ As soon 
“ as I discovered,” said he, “ that I stood in 
“ a similar Situation, I could not remain a 
“ Member of the Cabinet, without commit- 
“ ting an Act of Treachery to my Country, 
“ when Measures, dangerous, if not fatal, 

“ were meditated.”-“ 1 declare, that I 

“ have only resigned, because I believe a 
“new System is about to be adopted; or 
“ rather, the ancient System revived. I feel 
“ it indispensable to come forward, to ring 
“ the Alarum Bell, and to warn the Country 
“ that the old System is to be pursued; pro¬ 
bably,-with the former Men; or, indeed, 
“ with any Men that can be found for the 
“ Purpose.”—“ The Principles of the late 
“ Ministry are now in the Cabinet; and the 
“ next Thing that I expect, is to see the late 
“ Ministers themselves replaced in Office.”— 
“ All that is great and good in the Kingdom, 
“ has approved my Retreat. My noble 
“ Friend, (Lord John Cavendish,) has like- 
“ wise given in his Resignation; and the 
“ Public will infer, that when such a Charac- 
“ ter has quitted the Cabinet, no Man of 
“Character ought to remain in it.”—“ I 
“ now retire with a few select Friends, to a 
“ strong Hold, where I confidently expect 
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“ all my old Companions to join me, some 
“ sooner, and some later, in the Day.’ 3 —“ On 
“ the Demise of the Marquis of Rocking- 
“ ham, all Men’s Eyes were directed to the 
“Duke of Portland. But, instead of that 
“ noble Person, the Earl of Shelburne has 
“ been selected.” Then, having inveighed 
against the new first Lord of the Treasury, 
as the Reverse of his Predecessor; as a No¬ 
bleman who neither regarded Promises, nor 
Engagements, nor Systems, nor Principles, 
provided that by abandoning or violating 
them, he could, acquire and retain Power; 
“ I doubt not,” added he, “ that in Order 
“ to secure himself in Office, he will have 
“ Recourse to every Means that Corruption 
“ can procure. And I expect that he will 
- shortly be joined by those very Men , whom 
“ the House has recently precipitated from 
“ their Seats.” Yet, after having thus re¬ 
peatedly denounced the late Ministers, and 
warned the Country of the impending Dan¬ 
ger from their being again taken into Power; 
by one of those Contradictions common to 
Fox, he concluded with declaring, that “ as 
“ td any Apprehensions of letting in the old 
“ Administration, he entertained none; be- 
“ cause the House of Commons would not 
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“ suffer it; the People would not suffer it; 

“ indeed, no Man would be bold enough to 
“ attempt it.” 

The Members of the new Administration 
diverged on this Occasion, in widely dif¬ 
ferent Lines. General Conway, with the 
“ undetermined Discretion” imputed to him 
by “ Junius,” contented himself by endea¬ 
vouring to justify his own Line uf Conduct, 
and that of the Cabinet Ministers who had 
declined to imitate the Example of Fox; 
which he did, rather with Caution and Deli¬ 
cacy, than with any Asperity or Acrimony. 
With solemn Protestations he declared, that 
he had not been able to discover the slight¬ 
est Intention on the Part of the new First 
Minister, to abandon the Principles upon 
which the Administration was originally 
constituted. Those Principles he recapitu¬ 
lated, one by one; the first and most essen¬ 
tial of which, forming the Basis of all their 
Measures or Deliberations, was the Con¬ 
cession of unconditional Independence to 
America, as the leading Step to Peace. 
Whenever he should find any Ground for 
Suspicion, that the Earl of Shelburne de¬ 
signed to adopt another System, he pro¬ 
tested that he would not remain for a Day, 
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or for an Hour, in the Cabinet. He lament¬ 
ed the recent Division and Secession in His 
Majesty’s Councils, as well as the Loss 
of Ability sustained by Fox’s Resignation. 
Yet he saw no Reason to apprehend that 
the Successor of the noble Marquis de¬ 
ceased, would fail to pursue the true In¬ 
terests of his Country. Throughout every 
Part of Conway’s Speech, a Desire to 
avoid coming to Extremities with Fox, was 
strongly marked. But, Pitt, now seated on 
the Treasury Bench, and on the Point of 
accepting the Office of Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, observing none of these personal 
Managements; boldly accused the late Se¬ 
cretary of State with sacrificing his Country, 
to his Ambition, his Interest, or his Enmi¬ 
ties : charged him as being at Variance, not 
with Principles or Measures, but, with Men; 
and claimed the Support of the House no 
longer than he should maintain that System, 
on which the late Administration had been 
driven from Power. 

“ The Right Honorable Secretary assures 
“ us,” said he, “ that it was with the sole View 
“ of preventing Dissensions in the Cabinet, he 
“ retired from Office. I believe him, because 
“ he solemnly declares it. Otherwise I should 
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“ have attributed his Resignation, to a Baulk 
“ in struggling for Power . If, however, he 
“ so much disliked Lord Shelburne’s politi- 
“ cal Principles or Opinions, why did he ever 
“ consent to act with that Nobleman,. as a 
“ Colleague ? And if he only suspected Lord 
“ Shelburne of feeling averse to the Mea- 
“ sures which he thought necessary to be 
“ adopted ; it was his Duty to have called a 
“ Cabinet Council, and there to have ascer- 
“ tamed the Fact, before he took the hasty 
“.Resolution of throwing up his Employ- 
“ ment. I can assure him that I entertain 
“ no such Suspicions. If I did, no Man 
“ would be more averse to supporting the 
“ present Ministry than myself. I am a 
“ determined Enemy to the late ruinous 
“ System; and if I should act in any Capa- 
“ city under the Administration of the pre- 
“ sent Day, whenever I see Things going on 
“ wrong, I will first endeavour to set them 
“ right.—-Should 1 fail in the Attempt, then, 
“ and not before, I will resign.” Perhaps, 
in no Transaction of their whole political 
Lives, was the Distinction between Fox and 
Pitt more strikingly exhibited, than in the 
Resignation of the former, and the Accept¬ 
ance of Office by the latter, in July, 1782. 

VOL. III. N 
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The Judgment, Patience, and Self-com¬ 
mand of Pitt, enabled him at three and 
twenty, to mount over Fox’s Shoulders, to 
enter the Cabinet, and in less than Eighteen 
Months to fill Lord Shelburne’s vacant 
Place, which he held for seventeen Years; 
while his Antagonist, though he twice forced 
his Way into the Councils of the Sovereign, 
knew not how to maintain himself in that 
Elevation. 

Lord John Cavendish, though he had re¬ 
cently filled so high an Office in Adminis¬ 
tration, and though he had resigned, like 
Fox; yet took little Part in the Debate 
relative to Barre’s Pension. He however 
confirmed the late Secretary’s Declaration 
to a certain Degree, respecting Lord Shel¬ 
burne’s Intentions as to America: but, he 
appeared to act only on Belief, not on Proof. 
Indeed, he always seemed to be either pro¬ 
pelled or restrained at Pleasure by Fox, who 
held Lord John constantly before him, as a 
political Screen. Burke, however, made 
ample Amends for the Defect of Communi¬ 
cation on the Part of the late Chancellor of 
•the Exchequer; and in Defiance of the Im¬ 
patience manifested by the House, inveighed 
with equal Violence and Indecorum, against 
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the new First Lord of the Treasury, whom 
he depictured as unworthy of the national 
Confidence. “ I invoke Heaven and Earth,” 
exclaimed he, “to witness, that I fully be- 
“ lieve the present Ministry will prove infi- 
“ nitely worse than that of the noble Lord; 
“ who has been so lately reprobated and 
“ driven from Employment!” After treating 
Conway with great Severity of Animadver¬ 
sion, for trusting to Lord Shelburne’s Assu¬ 
rances or Professions; and comparing the 
General to the little Red Riding Hood in 
jEsop, who mistook a Wolf for her Grand¬ 
mother ; Burke demanded, “ Whether if he 
“ had lived in the Time of Cicero, he would 
“ have taken Catiline for his Colleague in 
“ the Office of Consul, after he had heard 
“ his Guilt clearly demonstrated by that 
“ illustrious Orator? Would he become a 
“ Co-Partner with Sorgia in his political 
“ Schemes, after reading of his nefarious 
“ Principles in Machiavel ?”—“ If the Earl of 
“ Shelburne,” added he, “ be not a Catiline 
“ or a Borgia in Morals, it must be solely 
“ ascribed to the Superiority of his Under- 
“ standing.’’ These Invectives,, which only 
proved the Extent of Burke’s Enmity, arid 
of his Regret at quitting the Pay Office, 
N 2 
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made little Impression on his Hearers. Lee, 
who had filled the Situation of Solicitor 
General under the late Administration, but, 
who had quitted his Employment at the 
same Time with the other Adherents of the 
deceased Marquis;—a Man of strong intel¬ 
lectual Parts, though of coarse Manners, and 
who never hesitated to clothe his Ideas in 
the coarsest Language ; may be said to have 
terminated this curious and interesting Con¬ 
versation. His indecorous Abuse of the new 
First Minister, though couched in a more 
homely Garb, and not illustrated by any 
classical or historical Allusions, exceeded in 
Violence even the Declamation of Burke. 
Like him, Lee levelled his Reflections and 
Accusations, not against the Ability or Ta¬ 
lents of the Earl, but, against his Principles 
of political and moral Action. He fully 
admitted that Nobleman’s external Accom¬ 
plishments, specious Talents, and compre¬ 
hensive Information. Mr. Coke having with¬ 
drawn his Motion on Barre’s Pension, the 
House broke up': but, from that Evening, 
the Country and Parliament beheld for the 
first Time; two Individuals, who might 
hitherto be said to have fought under the 
same Standard, openly opposed to each 
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other; and who were destined never more, 
during their Lives, under any Change of Cir¬ 
cumstances, to act in political Union. In 
Fact, from this Period, though Lord North 
remained ostensibly at the Head of one 
great Party, and though Lord Shelburne, 
who occupied the Place of First Minister, 
was nominally the Chief of another ; yet they 
ceased to.be considered as the principal Per¬ 
sonages in the State. Pitt and Fox attract¬ 
ing far more Attention, were regarded by the 
Nation at large, no less than by Parliament, 
as rival Candidates for the future Govern¬ 
ment of the Country. 

[10th and 11th July.] Lord Shelburne, 
when speaking in the House of Peers, on the 
Subject of the Pension granted to Barre, 
which excited the greatest Comment; en¬ 
deavoured to shift the Origin, and conse¬ 
quently the Odium of having conferred it, on 
Lord Rockingham. In this Attempt he 
proved, however, eminently unfortunate, as 
his Assertions on the Subject, produced the 
most unqualified Contradiction from the 
Connexions or Adherents of the deceased 
Marquis. Burke and Fox, both, denied it 
in the strongest Terms ; calling at the same 
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Time on Lord John Cavendish, to confirm 
their Declarations on the Point. His Tes¬ 
timony, which was very vague, added little 
Force to their previous Protestations: but, it 
was natural to suppose that the Proposition 
must have originated with Lord Shelburne, 
the Patron, Friend, and Protector of Barrfi. 
Yet, that Nobleman, when addressing the 
House of Peers, not only asserted that the 
deceased Marquis first proposed the Idea; 
but, added, that he had in his Possession a 
Letter from Lord Rockingham on the Sub¬ 
ject, completely proving his Assertion. The 
new First Minister, in a long, able, and 
laboured Address, endeavoured likewise to 
impress his Audience with a Conviction, 
that Fox, in his Secession from the Cabinet, 
could have had no other Motive, except dis¬ 
appointed Ambition and Rivality. Fox, 
however, not only treated the Insinuation 
with indignant Contempt, and a positive 
Denial, in the House of Commons, on the 
subsequent Day: He likewise, by the Mouth 
of the Earl of Derby, in the Upper House, 
where Lord Shelburne was present, declared 
it “ to be contrary to Fact, and a direct 
“ Deviation from the Truth.” Not satisfied 
with so public a Contradiction, Lord Derby 
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called on the other Members of Administra¬ 
tion who were in their Places, to state their 
personal Information, and to give Evidence 
on the Point. Thus compelled, the Duke 
of Richmond and Lord Keppel rose, and 
admitted that the late Secretary of State had 
differed in Sentiment from Lord Shelburne 
on Subjects of great Importance, previous to 
Lord Rockingham's Decease. They like¬ 
wise added, that in Consequence of finding 
himself in a Minority on the Matter then 
agitated in the Cabinet, Pox had declared 
his Intention to resign his Office. 

After so clear and distinct a Testimony, it 
became impossible to doubt or to deny the 
Fact; especially as neither Lord Camden, 
nor Lord Ashburton, who were both in the 
House at the Time, disputed the Authenticity 
of the two noble Witnesses. However pain¬ 
ful or humiliating these Contradictions must 
have been, which impeached Lord Shel¬ 
burne’s personal Veracity, equally as a 
Man, and as a Minister; he nevertheless 
submitted to them, without making any fur¬ 
ther Effort to justify himself in the Opinion 
of the Public: and the Circumstances that 
attended the Prorogation of Parliament, 
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seemed to indicate his Impatience under the 
Deliberations of that Assembly, as well as 
his Apprehensions of the Impression made 
on many Individuals, by Fox’s Accusations. 
Lord Shelburne’s Courage, which was un¬ 
questionable, had been proved in the Duel 
that he fought with Colonel Fullerton. It 
became therefore impossible to suppose, that 
he would have tamely endured such Impu¬ 
tations on his private Character, if he had 
possessed the Means of effectually repelling 
or disproving them. Even on the Subject 
of granting American Independence, there 
appeared so much Ambiguity, if not Tergi¬ 
versation and Contradiction in all his Par¬ 
liamentary Speeches, as greatly tended to 
persuade Mankind, that Fox’s Allegations 
respecting Lord Shelburne’s Disinclination 
to concede the Point, must have had a 
Foundation in Truth. The very Principle 
on which he avowed, when addressing the 
House of Peers, that he retained his Place 
in the Councils of the Crown, seemed 
scarcely compatible with strict Regard to 
political Rectitude. For, he declared in the 
plainest Language, that he was not only ad¬ 
verse in his own Judgment, to acknowledg¬ 
ing the Independence of the thirteen Colo- 
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nies; but, that whenever such a Recognition 
should be extorted from this Country, “ The 
“ Sun of British Glory would have set.” 
Yet in the same Moment he admitted, that 
as the Majority of the Rockingham Cabinet 
were of an opposite Opinion, he should ac¬ 
quiesce in the Measure; which Measure; 
though destructive, as he conceived; to Great 
Britain, he was now ready, in his new Capa¬ 
city, if Parliament approved it, to carry into 
Execution. 

No political Imputation, affixed on Lord 
North, had operated with more Force in his 
Disfavor, on the Minds of the Public, than 
the Assertion of his Enemies, that he prose¬ 
cuted the American War in Opposition to 
his own Conviction, from a Love of Place, or 
from unworthy Subservience to the Royal 
Will. But, to a similar Charge, the new 
First Minister appeared in some Measure 
voluntarily to subject himself. He might 
however plead, as he did in Fact assert, 
when addressing the House of Peers, that, 
“ however, dreadful the impending Disaster 
“ would prove, as he believed, to his Coun- 
“ try; however;much .he deprecated and de- 
“ plored it, and whatever Efforts he had 
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“ made to prevent it; yet, that an overpower- 
“ ing and insurmountable Necessity com- 
“ pelled him to become the Agent for car- 
“ rying into Effect so destructive a Mea- 
“ sure.” He even succeeded, as we know, 
in surmounting the King’s Repugnance to 
the final Separation of America from the 
British Empire. Fox, therefore, if he had 
not been impelled by Animosity to Lord 
Shelburne, and by a Determination not to 
remain in the Cabinet, unless the Duke of 
Portland was placed at the Head of Admi¬ 
nistration, might have continued in Office, 
without abandoning any Principle. He 
preferred a more violent Alternative. His 
Friends, as well as the daily Newspapers at¬ 
tached to his Party, joined in accusing the 
new First Minister of having undermined 
Lord Rockingham in the Royal Esteem, by 
the most unworthy Arts, in order to get 
Possession of his Office: while political 
Caricatures, exhibited in the Shops of the 
Metropolis, represented Lord Shelburne ha¬ 
bited as Guy Faux , so notorious for the Part 
that was assigned him in the “ Gunpowder 
Plot,” under James the First; holding a 
dark Lanthorn in his Hand, advancing under 
cover of the Night, to blow up the Treasury. 
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Such were the Circumstances under which 
commenced that Nobleman’s Administra¬ 
tion. Even down to the last Moment that 
the House of Commons remained sitting, 
Burke, among the querulous Lamentations 
that he uttered, on being so suddenly ejected 
from his Office of Paymaster of the Forces; 
—a Misfortune which seemed deeply to af¬ 
fect him;—mingled the loudest Exclama¬ 
tions against the Falsity and Defect of Prin¬ 
ciple in the First Minister. His Philippic 
was cut short in the Middle, by the Arrival 
of Sir Francis Molineux, as Usher of the 
Black Rod, sent to summon the Attendance 
of the Members, at the Bar of the House of 
Lords; where the King, already seated on 
the Throne, was ready to prorogue the Par¬ 
liament. A singular Fact, arising out of the 
late Reforms, accompanied this Ceremony. 
Among the Retrenchments of the Royal 
Household and Dignity, which Burke’s Bill 
had made, was included, as has been al¬ 
ready observed, the Suppression of the Jewel 
Office; the Business of which Department 
was principally conducted by Mr. William 
Egerton, a Relation of the Duke of Bridge- 
water, and a, Member of the House of Com¬ 
mons. The Bill having so recently passed 
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into a Law, no new official Regulation had 
as yet been adopted, for the Removal or 
Transportation oif the Paraphernalia of the 
Crown. On the Occasion of His Majesty 
going to Westminster, to prorogue the two 
Houses, it became indispensable to convey 
thither the Crown and Sceptre, together 
with various other Articles of State. The 
Master of the Jewel Office being suppressed, 
in whose Department these Dispositions 
previously lay; Application was made both 
to the Lord Steward, and to the Lord 
Chamberlain, praying that Orders might be 
issued to the Keeper of the Jewels in the 
Tower, for bringing them to Westminster on 
the Day of the Prorogation. But, those 
great Officers of State, not conceiving them¬ 
selves to possess a Power of Interference, 
Directions were at length dispatched for the 
Purpose, from the Home Secretary of State’s 
Office. After some Consultation held, rela¬ 
tive to the safest Mode of conveying the 
Royal Ornaments; none of the King’s Car¬ 
riages being sent to receive them, *4pplica- 
tion was next made to the Magistrates at 
Bow-Street, who detached four or five stout 
Agents of the Police, for their Protection. 
Two Hackney Coaches being provided, in 



1782.] 


MEMOIRS. 


189 


which the various Articles were placed; 
with a view to render the Transportation of 
them more private, the Procession set out 
circuitously, from the Tower, by the New 
Road; entering London again at Portland- 
Street, and so proceeded down to Westmin¬ 
ster. The Blinds were kept up the whole 
Way; and after the Prorogation, they re¬ 
turned by the same Road, without expe¬ 
riencing any Accident. But, it is unques-^ 
tionable, that eight or ten desperate Fellows, 
had they been apprized of the Circumstance, 
might have easily overpowered the Persons 
employed, and have carried off the Jewels. 
The memorable Enterprize of Colonel Blood, 
under Charles the Second, who got hold of 
the Crown and Sceptre, though he ulti : 
mately failed in retaining Possession of 
them, was in Fact, a far more hazardous 
Undertaking; as, in Order to execute it, he 
lay under the Necessity of entering the 
Tower: whereas, in the present Instance, 
the Attempt might have been made in the 
Street, or in the New Road. Any Accident 
of the Kind, had it taken PlE&ce, would ne¬ 
cessarily have thrown some Degree of Ridi¬ 
cule, as well as of Blame, on a System of 
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Economy, productive of such Consequences 
in its Outset. 

Among the interesting Features of the 
Session of Parliament before us, which, on 
Account of a Degree of Mystery or Ambi¬ 
guity accompanying them, greatly exercised 
national Curiosity; may be reckoned the 
Proceedings commenced against Sir Thomas 
Rumbold. I say, commenced, because they 
never were prosecuted to any Consumma¬ 
tion. This Gentleman returned, as has 
been already mentioned, from Madras, early 
in 1781, under Imputations the most inju¬ 
rious to his Fame. He was accused of 
having, while Governor of that important 
Settlement, not only amassed by every un¬ 
becoming Means, an immense Fortune; but, 
of first provoking a War with Hyder Ally, 
by Acts of imprudent Aggression, and then 
of abandoning the Country entrusted to 
his Care, with pusillanimous or interested 
Precipitation. These Charges, which were 
solemnly brought against him by Mr. Dun- 
das, Lord Advocate of Scotland, as Chair¬ 
man of the Secret Committee appointed by 
the House of Commons, to enquire into the 
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Causes of the War in the Carnatic, pro¬ 
duced a deep Impression on the public 
Mind. We have already seen the Steps 
which were immediately adopted by the Le¬ 
gislature, to tie up and impound Sir Tho¬ 
mas’s Person, as well as his Fortune. But, 
in Addition to these Precautions, a Bill for 
inflicting on him Pains and Penalties, as a 
Man who had been guilty of high Crimes 
and Misdemeanors, was introduced by Mr. 
Dundas himself. 

Such a Measure, which excited general 
Approbation, appeared to be worthy the na¬ 
tional Justice, exerted in punishing a great 
public Culprit. The Line of active and am¬ 
bitious Policy pursued by Hastings, when 
Governor-General of Bengal, might possibly 
have led to many Misfortunes, and might, 
perhaps, merit Condemnation. But, his Mo¬ 
tives were admitted, even by his Enemies, 
to have been splendid and elevated, how¬ 
ever pernicious, as they asserted, in their 
Operation or Consequences. The Mal-Ad- 
ministration of Rumbold, on the contrary, 
seemed only directed to sordid and selfish 
Purposes. Every Party, it was therefore 
hoped, would concur in carrying through 
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such a Bill; and though Mr. Dundas, after 
the Termination of Lord North’s Ministry, 
no longer acted in an official Situation, yet, 
in.his Capacity of Chairman of “the Secret 
Committee,” he spoke from a great Emi¬ 
nence, and might expect universal Support. 
Least of all, it was supposed, could the 
Rockingham Party, who had just come into 
Power, who professed to call to a severe 
Account, all such as had plundered or in¬ 
jured the Country, and who loudly de¬ 
manded an Enquiry into East-India Delin¬ 
quencies, attempt to throw Obstacles in the 
Path of Justice. Under these Circum¬ 
stances, all Men expected, and most Men 
hoped, that the Bill in Question would have 
speedily found its Way through the House 
of Commons, and have finally passed into a 
Law. The Fact, nevertheless, turned out 
completely otherwise. Meanwhile the Ses¬ 
sion advanced: a full Attendance, as Mr. 
Dundas asserted and complained, could not 
be procured: the House was frequently 
counted out; and whether from the Opera¬ 
tion of that Cause, or from any other Rea¬ 
son more concealed, no rapid Progress was 
made in the Business. Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold’s Person and .Property remained, it is 
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true, sequestered or restrained; but, beyond 
that temporary Interposition, no permanent 
Punishment was inflicted on him. 

Men who had anticipated much more vi¬ 
gorous and speedy, as well as decisive Pro¬ 
ceedings, and who beheld the supposed Cri¬ 
minal thus elude or escape, as it were, the 
Grasp of national Pursuit; reasoned and 
commented on the Pact. Malignity or Cre¬ 
dulity invented Reasons for whatever ap¬ 
peared inexplicable throughout the Trans¬ 
action. Secret Springs were asserted to 
have been touched, which had arrested or 
paralyzed the Exertions of the Prosecutor. 
Time, Place, and Circumstances, were even 
particularized; all which, though perhaps 
untrue or imaginary, seemed nevertheless, 
not only in themselves, possible, but, so well 
fabricated, and so minutely detailed, as to 
appear highly probable. I shall, however, 
relate only such Facts as are unquestion¬ 
ably authentic. 

Rumbold, though a Man of low Extrac¬ 
tion, and of a mean Education, did not by 
any means want Activity, Judgment, or Ta¬ 
lents. I knew him well. In his Person he 

vol. hi. O 
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was well made and handsome; but, his Fea¬ 
tures, though regular and manly, contained 
nothing in them prepossessing. His suc¬ 
cessful Exertions, while Governor of Ma¬ 
dras, in reducing Pondicherry, had elevated 
him to the Dignity of a Baronet. On his 
Arrival in England, aware of the Storm that 
impended over him, he immediately con¬ 
trived to get into Parliament; and he soon 
afterwards brought his eldest Son into the 
House of Commons; by which Means he came 
into daily Collision and Communication with 
those, who might either injure, or could de¬ 
fend him. That he was not idle, is certain; 
and he attempted in his Place, as a Member 
of the House, to justify himself from the 
Charges exhibited against him, with some 
Ability. In addition however to these per¬ 
sonal Efforts, he soon found Means to con¬ 
ciliate a Friend, who was supposed to have 
laboured efficaciously towards his Extri¬ 
cation. 

That Friend, I mean, Mr. Rigby, the late 
Paymaster of the Forces, having enjoyed 
during a great number of Years, one of the 
most profitable Places under the Crown, 
without any Colleague, had acquired a large 
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Fortune. But, his luxurious and expensive 
Manner of living in Town; his magnificent 
Seat at Mistley Hall in Essex, where he 
maintained a splendid Establishment of 
every kind; when added to his Purchases of 
landed Property, had exhausted even Means 
so vast, and left him, as it were, necessitous 
in the midst of Wealth. In this Situation of 
his Affairs, the sudden Termination of Lord 
North’s Administration, not only deprived 
him of his Employment; but, in Conse¬ 
quence of the System of Reform adopted by 
the new Ministers, and in particular from 
the Regulations introduced by Burke, his 
Successor in the Pay-Office, which com¬ 
pelled him to pay into the Exchequer, the 
immense Balances of public Money remain¬ 
ing in his Hands ; Rigby became involved in 
great pecuniary Embarrassments. These 
Balances having been vested by him in 
Mortgages, or in other Securities ; and the 
public Funds suffering then under great 
Depression, it could not be in Fact an easy 
Matter, to find the Means of answering 
promptly the Demands made upon him by 
Government, for Repayment. 

Rumbold had brought with him from the 
o 2 
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East, as Yerres did from Sicily, very ample 
Resources, which he well knew how to use, 
in Time of Need, for his own Protection; 
and Rigby’s Situation, which was generally 
understood, might render a Loan of Money 
peculiarly, convenient. That Gentleman hav* 
ing no Children, his Sister’s Son was 
destined to inherit his Name and Property. 
Rumbold had a Daughter, whose Age and 
Accomplishments qualified her to be united 
to him in Marriage. The Alliance being 
agreed on, it was supposed that by the se¬ 
cret Articles, the East India Governor ad¬ 
vanced to his Friend, such a Sum, as greatly 
facilitated .those Payments of the public Mo¬ 
ney, which he was necessitated to furnish 
without Delay. After entering into so close 
a Connexion, cemented by such binding Ties, 
it might be esteemed natural, and even ve¬ 
nial, that Rigby should lend his reciprocal 
Aid to Sir Thomas Rumbold. Though no 
longer Paymaster of the Forces, Rigby still 
possessed great Capacities of being useful; 
and he was not supposed to lie under the Do¬ 
minion of any fastidious Scruples. Above 
all, his intimate Friendship with Mr. Dundas, 
who took the lead in the Parliamentary 
Prosecution instituted against Rumbold, 
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might enable Rigby to find Means and Op¬ 
portunities of diminishing those Prejudices, 
or softening those Impressions, that ope¬ 
rated most injuriously against the accused 
Person. No Proof has been indeed ever 
produced, that improper Means were used 
to effect this Object; nor do I believe that 
any such were employed: but, the Public 
being in Possession of certain Pacts, and ob¬ 
serving that the Proceedings so vigorously 
begun in Parliament against Rumbold, 
seemed unaccountably to languish, and 
eventually to expire towards the Close of 
the Session of 1783, though they were no¬ 
minally renewed when the House met in the 
subsequent Month of December;—inferred, 
perhaps very unjustly, that there must exist 
some latent Cause, which had blunted the 
Edge of the Weapon. Rumbold, it is cer¬ 
tain, was finally extricated; but, whether 
the ostensible Reasons assigned for defer¬ 
ring the Bill of Pains and Penalties, formed 
the only Circumstances that conduced to his 
Escape; or, whether more efficacious and 
cogent Arguments of any kind were used, 
must always remain Matter of Conjecture 
and Assertion, like many other obscure 
Points of biographical History. 
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[15th—31st of July.] The Session being 
now terminated, Lord Shelburne might be 
regarded as secure in the Possession of his 
newly acquired Power, at least for several 
Months. During that Interval, Means, it 
was naturally imagined, could easily be dis¬ 
covered, of cementing and confirming the 
Ministry. Negotiations for Peace were al¬ 
ready begun with America, which, if suc¬ 
cessful, it was probable, must eventually 
lead to a Treaty with our European Ene¬ 
mies. The Talents of the first Lord of 
the Treasury, were considered as eminently 
adapted to diplomatic Discussions; in the 
Conduct of which, his enlarged Knowledge of 
the foreign Interests of Great Britain, and 
his minute Acquaintance with the Continen¬ 
tal Courts, enabled him, it was said, to act 
at once with Vigor and Perspicuity. If he 
had lost the Abilities of Fox and Burke in 
the House of Commons, he had, on the other 
Hand, secured and attached to him two 
Men, no less able in different Ways ; Pitt, 
and Dundas. He moreover possessed the 
Confidence of the Sovereign ; who, as all 
Men supposed, would, from Necessity, if 
not from Inclination, support a Minister 
preferred by himself to his present Office. 
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Lord North might even, it was hoped, feel 
a far stronger Disposition to join the actual 
Administration, whenever Parliament should 
meet again, than to unite with the Rocking¬ 
ham Party, his inveterate Enemies. Under 
this Aspect of public Affairs, though Lord 
Shelburne neither stoojd as high in the na¬ 
tional Opinion, for severe Integrity and Pro¬ 
bity,. as his deceased Predecessor, the Mar¬ 
quis of Rockingham, had done; nor could 
command that Parliamentary Strength, which 
Lord North still in some Measure influenced 
or led; yet many Persons considered his 
Tenure of Office as by no Means precarious, 
and augured well of its Duration. 

Burke’s Invectives against the First Minis¬ 
ter, which continued to the last Instant that 
the Forms of Parliament permitted, were ne¬ 
vertheless suspended while the Prorogation 
put an End to the Business of the House of 
Commons. However violent he might be 
in his Place, as a Member of the Legis¬ 
lature, Burke never carried his Complaints 
to the People. But, Fox, who acted no less 
as a Demagogue, than as the Representative 
of Westminster ; and who always seemed to 
take the Gracchi for his Model; anxious ta 
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appeal from his late Dismission by the King, 
to the popular Suffrage, convoked his Con¬ 
stituents, in order to lay before them the 
Reasons for his Resignation. They met, al¬ 
most immediately after the Session closed, in 
Westminster Hall, where he reiterated all 
the Heads of Accusation against Lord Shel¬ 
burne, which he had already detailed a few 
Days before, in the House of Commons: but, 
the general Impression, even among that 
Audience, which heard him with Partiality, 
seemed nevertheless to be, that personal 
Ambition and Rivality, more than real Prin¬ 
ciple or Patriotism, had regulated his Con¬ 
duct. The specious Pretence under which 
the Meeting was assembled, namely, that of 
petitioning the Crown for a more equal Re¬ 
presentation of the People ; produced how¬ 
ever, as might have been expected, an un¬ 
animous Assent. He then dismissed them 
till the ensuing Winter. 

[August.] Sir Samuel Hood, whom the 
victorious Admiral in the West Indies, de¬ 
tached a few Days after the Defeat of de 
Grasse, with several Vessels, in Pursuit of 
the flying Enemy; having come up with 
some of them, captured two more French 



1782.] 


MEMOIRS. 


201 


Line of Battle Ships, as well as two Fri¬ 
gates, off the East End of the Island of 
St. Domingo. Though these eminent naval 
Advantages secured Jamaica from Invasion 
or Attack, yet, far from regaining any of our 
insular Possessions in that Quarter of the 
Globe, on the contrary, such was our State 
of Exhausture, that Spain fitted out an Ex¬ 
pedition against the Bahama Islands, which 
she easily reduced to her Obedience. But, 
the Attention of the Capital and the Nation 
became more powerfully, as well as pain¬ 
fully attracted, by the Catastrophe of the 
“ Royal (5eorge,” which took Place about 
the same Time, than by the Loss of any 
Trans-Atlantic Settlements. This Ship, the 
Pride and Ornament of the British Navy, to 
the Disgrace of a Nation considered as su¬ 
perior to every other People in nautical Skill, 
disappeared in an Instant, on the 29th of 
August, as is well known, at Spithead; 
carrying with her to the Bottom, an English 
Admiral, and, as it was computed, nearly 
a thousand Persons of both Sexes. I was 
well acquainted with Kempenfeldt, one of 
the most able, as well as scientific Officers 
in the British naval Service. It is impossible, 
even at this Distance of Time, to reflect on 
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such an Event, which resulted from the inju¬ 
dicious or careless Manner of laying down 
the “ Royal George,” without Amazement 
as well as Horror. The Gloom and Conster¬ 
nation, diffused by the Intelligence over the 
Metropolis, are hardly to be conceived; 
and the Incredibility of the Fact encreased 
the Sense of the Disaster. No parallel Cir¬ 
cumstance is to he found in our naval An¬ 
nals : probably not in those of any other 
European Nation. In a. superstitious Age, 
it would, no doubt, have been considered as 
ominous of the greatest national, or Royal 
Misfortunes. That Tempests, Fire, or Rocks 
and Quicksands, should swallow up and 
destroy the proudest Works of human Art, 
is natural; often, unavoidable. When Sir 
Cloudesley Shovel, under the Reign of 
Queen Anne, perished, together with his 
Ship and all his Crew, wrecked on the Scil- 
ly Islands ; or when the “ Victory,” under 
George the Second, foundered in the Race 
of Alderney, with Admiral Balchen, and 
eleven hundred Persons on board:—such 
Calamities were in the Order of Things, how¬ 
ever much to be deplored. But, in the pre¬ 
sent Instance, only an utter Disregard to 
common prudential Precautions, could have 
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produced an Event so unprecedented. Her 
very Name , and her Superiority in Size, as 
well as in Strength, to every other Ship in the 
Service, she carrying a hundred Guns; 
added to the Bitterness of the Reflections 
which her Loss occasioned throughout the 
Kingdom. Those who recollect that the 
“ Queen Charlotte,” a Man of War of the 
first Rate, carrying one hundred and ten 
Guns, with an Admiral’s Flag, was con¬ 
sumed by somewhat similar. Negligence, to¬ 
gether with near seven hundred of her Crew, 
on the 17th of March, 1800, near the Port 
of Leghorn; may find ample Reason for 
Speculation, on the Singularity of two such 
disastrous Events having taken Place within 
eighteen Years of each other, under the same 
Reign. 

[September.] The melancholy Impression 
made by the Catastrophe just related, be¬ 
came, if possible, still more strongly excited 
immediately afterwards, by other naval Mis¬ 
fortunes equally afflicting in their Nature. 
If the Fact of the “ Royal George” going 
down at her Anchors, when no Danger was 
even apprehended, stands without Precedent 
in our maritime Records; the Fatality which 
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seemed to pursue the Ships of the Line that 
had been captured by Rodney on the 12th 
of April, as well as most of our own Men of 
War, accompanying the French Prizes, on 
their Return from the West Indies; can 
scarcely be equalled in modern History. 
The Chain of Shipwrecks and adverse 
Events, that attended Commodore Anson’s 
Expedition round Cape Horn, under the 
late Reign, which so greatly reduced the 
Numbers of his Squadron; even the Disas¬ 
ters, so pathetically related in the same 
Work, that ruined the Fleet of the Spanish 
Admiral Pizarro, nearly in the same Lati¬ 
tudes, and at the same Time;—those Cala¬ 
mities, however extraordinary and tragical 
they appear, yet sink on a Comparison with 
the Destruction experienced by our devoted 
Ships, in 1782, when crossing the Atlantic. 
Captain Inglefield has commemorated the 
Fate of the “ Centaur,” as well as his own 
astonishing Escape, when she foundered 
with her Officers and Crew. That affecting 
Narrative may serve as too faithful a Picture 
of the Misfortunes experienced by the other 
Vessels. The “ Ramillies,” a Name prover¬ 
bially unfortunate in the English Navy, was 
set on Fire, when it became impossible any 
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longer either to navigate, or to preserve 
her. One of the French Ships of the Line, 
the “ Hector,” seemed to be reserved for 
more severe Trials of every kind ; in the 
Course of which, all that human Fortitude, 
Skill, and Courage, when combined, could 
Effect, was performed by our Officers and 
Seamen. They were, almost miraculously, 
saved, though the “ Hector ” herself pe¬ 
rished. 

Over the closing Scene of the “ Ville de 
“ Paris,” as well as over the Fate of the 
“ Glorieux,” an impenetrable Curtain is 
drawn. It is certain that the last named 
Vessel, a French seventy-four Gun Ship, 
commanded by the Honorable Captain 
Cadogan, disappeared during the Middle 
Watch, on the Night of the 17th or 18th of 
September, after firing many Signals of Dis¬ 
tress. Her Lights had been visible till that 
Time; but, when Day appeared, no Vestiges 
of her were discovered, and she doubtless 
foundered during the Storm. Nor was de 
Grasse’s Ship, originally purchased with so 
vast an Effusion of Blood, and herself the 
Pride of the French Navy, ever destined to 
reach an English Port. The hasty Repairs 
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given her at Jamaica, could only be slight 
or partial; and it was confidently asserted, 
that during the Gale of Wind which proved 
so fatal, her Guns breaking loose, tore open 
her Side, and accelerated, if they did not 
cause, her final Destruction. Tidings of her 
were long expected, and the Nation con¬ 
tinued to nourish Hopes for many Months, 
of her Re-appearance. About this Time, 
while her Fate still remained problematical, 
a Man was brought to the Admiralty, and 
there examined, who had been taken up at 
Sea, nearly senseless and extenuated; tied 
to, or floating on a Hen-coop. He asserted, 
and his Testimony appeared to be entitled 
to Credit; that he served on board 'the 
“ Ville de Paris,as a common Sailor, at 
the Moment when she foundered. But, few, 
or no Particulars relative to the Event it¬ 
self, could be extracted from this Survivor; 
who, as 1 was assured by a Flag Officer 
that questioned him, possessed neither Fa¬ 
culties nor Memory to recount almost any 
Circumstance, except the Fact of her Loss. 
Admiral Graves, who commanded the Fleet, 
was censured by the popular Voice, for 
having stood some Degrees more to the 
Northward, in returning Home across the 
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Atlantic, at that Season, than he needed to 
have done; or than he was warranted in 
doing by Lord Rodney’s Orders. But, this 
Accusation may possibly have been more 
severe than just; though I think I have 
heard Lord Rodney himself state the Cir¬ 
cumstance, and express his Conviction of 
the injurious Consequences that resulted 
from navigating in too high a Latitude, 
during a Time of Equinoctial Gales. 

Happily, the Gloom which these melan¬ 
choly Events diffused, was speedily relieved 
and dissipated, by Transactions of the most 
exhilarating Nature. Minorca, it is true, 
had surrendered early in the Summer: but, 
Gibraltar, which Fortress still resisted every 
Attack, attracted, no less from the prodigi¬ 
ous Means employed for its Reduction by 
the Enemy, than from the Energy and 
Activity exerted in its Defence, the Atten¬ 
tion of all Europe. The two most memor¬ 
able Sieges which are recorded in modern 
History; namely, that of Antwerp, under¬ 
taken by Alexander Farnese, Prince of 
Parma, under Philip the Second, in the six¬ 
teenth Century; and that of Ostend, begun 
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by the Spanish General, Spinola, only a 
few Years later; however illustrious they 
have each been rendered from the long pro¬ 
tracted Resistance made by the besieged, 
were both finally crowned with Success. 
Gibraltar, on the contrary, repelled the 
Assailants in the most brilliant Manner. All 
the Means that human Art, Expence, and 
Force, could collect or combine, by Land, 
as well as by Sea, were accumulated under 
its Walls: while the two Branches of the 
House of Bourbon, unconscious of the la¬ 
mentable Destiny preparing for themselves 
in the Womb of Time, seemed to vie in their 
Efforts to accelerate its Fall. Charles the 
Third, who then reigned in Spain, already 
anticipated the Completion of an Event, 
which, as he justly conceived, would render 
his Name and Reign immortal in the Spanish 
Annals. Under the same fallacious Expec¬ 
tation, Louis the Sixteenth dispatched his 
youngest Brother, Count d’Artois, to assist 
at its Surrender : while the Barbary Powers, 
though by no Means indifferent, or unin¬ 
terested Spectators of this great Contest, 
and though they are said to have put up 
Prayer* in all their Mosques for our Sue- 
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cess ; yet quietly expected the Result, with¬ 
out making the smallest Effort in our 
Favor. 

If Lord Rodney acquired so much per¬ 
sonal Glory by his Victory over de Grasse, 
General Eliott did not establish a less 
brilliant Reputation, by his Repulse and 
Defeat of the Spanish floating Batteries, on 
the 13th of September, of the same Year. 
The American War, which at Saratoga, and 
at York Town, displayed Spectacles so 
humiliating to the British Arms, terminated 
with the most splendid Triumphs over our 
European Enemies; and this Portion of the 
Reign of George the Third, (like the second 
Punic War in Antiquity,) exhibits, between 
1777 and 1782, the greatest Reverses of 
adverse, and of prosperous Fortune. While 
we lost so vast an Empire beyond the 
Atlantic, we humbled with one Hand, the 
French naval Force in the West Indies; an¬ 
nihilating with the other, the combined 
Efforts of France and Spain, which were 
concentered for the Subjugation of a distant 
Garrison, apparently left to its own Capa¬ 
cities of Defence, and cut off from the ob¬ 
vious Means of Relief. But, even after the 
vol. hi. p 
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Destruction of the Spanish Vessels and 
Batteries, it seemed still impossible to throw 
into Gibraltar, timely Supplies of Ammuni¬ 
tion, competent to recruit the Expenditure 
that had taken Place during the Siege. Provi¬ 
sions, Fuel, Clothing, as well as many other 
essential or indispensable Articles, could 
only be sent out from England. Near 
fifty French and Spanish Ships of the Line, 
which occupied the Bay of Gibraltar, ap¬ 
peared to set at Defiance all Approach. 
Notwithstanding these apparently insuper¬ 
able Obstacles, the Attempt succeeded, in 
Opposition to every Impediment. 

[October,] So low had sunk the numeri¬ 
cal naval Force of Great Britain at this 
Period, as compared with the Strength of 
the Enemy, that the utmost Exertions of 
the Admiralty, under the new Administra¬ 
tion, could only equip and send to Sea, 
thirty-four Sail of the Line; which Fleet 
did not quit Spithead, till nearly the Day 
on which General Eliott had already re¬ 
pulsed and burnt the floating Batteries, 
under the Walls of the besieged Fortress. 
Yet, never was the real Superiority of our 
Navy in Skill* and" Science, more evidently 
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demonstrated, than in successfully throwing 
Succours .into a Place invested by Sea and 
Land, without committing any Event to 
hazard, or affording to Adversaries so nu¬ 
merous, the slightest Advantage. Lord 
Howe, who conducted and commanded the 
whole Enterprize, manifested such a Combi¬ 
nation of Tactics and of Ability in his 
Manoeuvres, as place, liis Name deservedly 
high in the Annals of his Country. If the 
Reputation that he attained on this Occa¬ 
sion, seems less brilliant than the Fame ac¬ 
quired by Rodney in vanquishing de Grasse, 
it was not on that Account less permanent 
or solid. Without engaging, he defied 
the combined Fleets; offered Battle, but 
did not seek it; effected every Object of the 
Expedition, by relieving Gibraltar, and then 
retreated; followed indeed by the Enemy, 
but, not attacked. They made, it is true, 
a: shew of fighting, but, never ventured to 
come to close Action. And with such Con¬ 
tempt did Lord Howe treat the Cannonade 
commenced by the Van, composed of French 
Ships under La Motte Piquet; that having 
ordered all his Men on board the “ Victory,” 
to lie down flat on the Deck, in order that 
their Lives might not be needlessly exposed, 
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he disdained to return a single Shot against 
such cautious or timid Opponents. 

Pigot, who had succeeded to Rodney in 
the West Indies, through the Favor of Fox, 
in Defiance of public Opinion, by no means 
emulated his Predecessor’s Example of Ac¬ 
tivity and Enterprize. Though placed at 
the head of six and forty Sail of the Line, 
■sustained by the Reputation of a great Vic¬ 
tory, he neither effected nor attempted any 
Object* during more than six Months 
that he held the Command. Such Inactivity 
seemed to reproach the Ministry who had 
sent him thither, and excited severe Animad¬ 
versions on Fox. In the East Indies, and 
there only, where Sir Edward Hughes was 
opposed to Suffrein, France still maintained 
the Contest on the Water. That active 
and intrepid Officer last named, the most 
able of any employed by Louis the Sixteenth 
during the whole Progress of the War, made 
repeated, though ineffectual Efforts, for com¬ 
pelling the English Squadron to abandon 
the Coast of Coromandel. 

[November.] While Lord Howe thus placed 
in Security, the most brilliant foreign Posses- 
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sion belonging to the British Crown iri Eu¬ 
rope ; Negotiations of a pacific Nature were 
carrying on at Paris, both with America, and 
with the other coalesced Powers. The provi¬ 
sional Articles concluded with the revolted 
Colonies, which were first signed, did not in¬ 
deed demand either any considerable Length 
of Time, or superior diplomatic Talents, in 
order to conduct them to a prosperous Ter¬ 
mination ; where almost every possible Con¬ 
cession was made on the .Part of England, 
merely to obtain from America a Cessation 
of Hostilities. Not only their Independence 
was recognized in the most explicit Terms:— 
Territory, Rivers, Lakes, Commerce, Islands, 
Ports and fortified Places, Indian Allies, Loy¬ 
alists;—all were given up to the Congress. 
In fixing the Boundaries between Canada 
and the United States, ideal Limits, igno¬ 
rantly adopted on our Part, were laid down 
amidst unknown Tracts. Franklin, who, 
as ,one of the four American Commissioners 
appointed to manage the Treaty, affixed his 
Name to the Instrument of provisional Pa¬ 
cification ; enjoyed, at the advanced Period 
of Fourscore Years, the Satisfaction of wit¬ 
nessing the complete Emancipation of his 
Countrymen from Great Britain, to effect 
which he had so eminently contributed by 
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his Talents and Exertions. Few Subjects, 
born and educated, like him, in the inferior 
Classes of Society, have in any Age of the 
Earth, without drawing the Sword in Per¬ 
son, obtained so gratifying a Triumph over 
their legitimate Sovereign, or have aided to 
produce a greater political Revolution on 
the Face of the Globe. 

[December.] A First Minister who pos¬ 
sessed so slender a Portion of Popularity, 
or of Influence over the two Houses of Par¬ 
liament, as Lord Shelburne could command; 
would, it was supposed, have employed the 
long Interval subsequent to the Prorogation, 
in strengthening by every Exertion, his 
Tenure of Power. Unless he either regained 
the Heads of the Rockingham Party, or 
conciliated Lord North, which last Measure 
seemed to be more natural; it was obvious 
that he might, at any Moment, be crushed 
by the Union of those Leaders. On the 
Opening of the Session, it soon however be¬ 
came evident that no such ministerial Ap¬ 
proximation had taken Place, and that the 
Administration relied for Support, upon its 
own proper Strength, or Ability. But, on 
the other Hand, Lord North and Mr. Fox, 
though both acted in Opposition to Govern- 
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ment, yet remained nevertheless still in com¬ 
plete and hostile Separation. Scarcely did 
they refrain, on every Occasion that present¬ 
ed itself, from personal Reflections on each 
other. Neither the Peace „ made with the 
American States, nor even the Recognition 
of their Independence by Great Britain, 
being however in themselves complete, till a 
Treaty should be. likewise concluded with 
France, public Attention became wholly di¬ 
rected to the Issue of the pending Negotia¬ 
tions with that Court. On their Termina¬ 
tion, whether it should prove hostile or pa¬ 
cific, all Men foresaw that the two great 
Parties, who now stood at Bay, without 
joining each other, or uniting with Lord 
Shelburne; would necessarily take some 
decisive Step, most beneficial, or most in¬ 
jurious in its Results, to the Administra r 
tion. 

Never perhaps at any Period of our His¬ 
tory, did two successive Sessions of the same 
Parliament, commence under Circumstances 
more dissimilar than those of 1781, and of 
1782. At the Opening of the former, when 
the Speech from the Throne announced the 
Disaster at York Town, Consternation, or 
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Depression might be legibly traced in almost 
every Countenance. America was lost, Gib¬ 
raltar invested, Jamaica menaced, our Do¬ 
minions in the East nearly subverted. But, 
in December, 1782, the Clouds had dispers¬ 
ed ; not, however, from the Change of Mi¬ 
nisters, but, of Measures. "We no longer pur¬ 
sued the delusive Phantom of Subjecting the 
Trans-Atlantic Colonies. Rodney, whom 
Lord Sandwich had sent out to the West 
Indies, had vanquished and dispersed the 
French Navy. Eliott had destroyed the 
Spanish Gun Boats before Gibraltar. Lord 
Howe had thrown Supplies into that For¬ 
tress, and afterwards offered Battle to the 
combined Fleets. Nor were otir Affairs 
throughout the Peninsula of Indostan, less 
changed. Hyder Ally was driven from be¬ 
fore Madras. Peace had been concluded 
with the Mharattas; while Hughes, though 
not victorious, had frustrated all the Efforts 
of Suffrein to obtain a Superiority on the 
Coast of Coromandel. The Rockingham 
Administration had not in the slightest De¬ 
gree contributed towards these great national 
Advantages. Fox had even recalled the 
victorious Admiral, to whom we owed the 
Twelfth of April. Keppel fitted out his 
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Fleets, with the Stores provided by his Pre¬ 
decessor in Office; and to Lord Sandwich 
was, in Fact, justly due the Relief of Gib¬ 
raltar. But, Keppel had restored in a cer¬ 
tain Degree, that Unanimity to which the 
British Navy had been Strangers during the 
Progress of the whole American Contest. 
Lord Howe* and Admiral Barrington, 
Names deservedly cherished in our mari¬ 
time Annals, re-appeared on the Quarter 
Deck from which they had been so long re¬ 
moved. The Fleets of the House of Bour¬ 
bon, which, during three successive Summers 
had approached, menaced, and insulted our 
Coasts, no longer navigated the English 
Channel. Peace began to dawn upon us, 
and seemed to be at no remote Distance. 
The First Minister, sustained by the Sove¬ 
reign at St. James’s, derived no less Benefit 
from the Talents Of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer within the Walls of the House 
of Commons. While in Probity, Pitt might 
be placed on an Equality with Lord John 
Cavendish, not the slightest Comparison 
could be made between their respective Ta¬ 
lents ; and Lord Shelburne derived incalcu¬ 
lable Strength from his Support. On this 
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apparently firm Foundation stood the Mi¬ 
nistry at the Beginning of the Session. 

[5th and 6th December.]—The Speech 
pronounced by His Majesty from the Throne 
on the Occasion, may unquestionably be 
ranked among the most singular Composi¬ 
tions ever put into the Mouth of a British 
Sovereign. In Length, I believe it had no 
Parallel since the Time of James the First, 
and certainly it would be vain to seek for 
any similar Production, since the Accession 
of the House of Hanover. Some Passages 
seemed more suitable to the Spirit and Lan¬ 
guage of a Moralist or of a Sage, than of a 
Monarch. In the Midst of it was intro¬ 
duced an Invocation, or rather a Prayer, 
offered up by George the Third to the Su¬ 
preme Being; imploring his divine Interfe¬ 
rence to avert the Calamities, which the 
American Colonies, in Consequence of their 
becoming independent States, might expe¬ 
rience from the Suppression of monarchical 
Power. Burke held up this pious Effusion 
of Royal Charity and Philanthropy, to great 
Ridicule. “ The King,” exclaimed he, “ is 
“ made by his Minister to fall upon his 
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“ Knees, and to deprecate the Wrath of 
“ Heaven from the misguided American 
“ People, that they may not suffer from the 
“ Want of Monarchy. A People who never 
“ were designed for Monarchy! Who in 
“ their Nature and Character are adverse to 
“ Monarchy, and who never had any other 
“ than the Smell of Monarchy, at the Dis- 
“ tance of three Thousand Miles! They 
“ are now to be protected by the Prayers 
“ of their former Sovereign, from the Conse- 
“ quences of its Loss. Such whimpering 
“ and absurd Piety has neither Dignity, 
“ Meaning, nor common Sense.” It must 
be owned that these Comments, however 
severe, were not destitute of Truth. Other 
Parts of the royal Speech, afforded him equal 
subject for Mirth and Satire. The King 
concluding by a Demand on Parliament, for 
the Exertion of Temper , Wisdom , and Disin¬ 
terestedness , subjoined as his last Words, 
“ My People expect these Qualifications of 
“ you, and I call for them.” “ I believe,” 
said Burke, “ that since the Days of Charles 
“ the First, who advanced into this House, 
“ and threw himself into the Speaker’s 
“ Chair, to find out the Members who had 
“ given him Offence; such a Strain of va? 
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“ pouring and blustering, such an Insult 
“ and Indignity has not been offered to us. 
“ Are we to be slandered or tutored, or in- 
“ structed in the Principles of Morals, by 

“ His Majesty’s Cabinet Ministers ?”■-“ O 

“ wise Ministers ! DU Tibi Tonsorem do- 
“ nentf To all except one, who has no 
“ Occasion for such a Practitioner.” The 
Allusion to Pitt’s Youth, could not escape 
Notice. After paying nevertheless some 
Compliments to the Integrity of the young 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, which were 
ail made however at the Expence of the 
First Lord of the Treasury; Burke de¬ 
clared that the only proper Description of 
the Speech, which the Minister had made the 
Sovereign pronounce, was to be found in 
Hudibras, when he says, 

u As if Hypocrisy and Nonsense 

“ Had got th’ Advowson of his Conscience.” 

Nor was Fox less severe in his Animad¬ 
versions on this first Production of the Earl 
of Shelburne in his ministerial Capacity, 
though he was more argumentative, grave, 
and measured in his Censures. On General 
Eliott, and on Lord Howe, he bestowed the 
highest Encomiums: — Encomiums, which 
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were re-echoed from every Part of the House! 
Having again recapitulated all the Circum¬ 
stances that .attended and produced his own 
Secession from the Cabinet, he endeavoured 
to shew that his Resignation, by forcing the 
Ministers to grant unconditional Indepen¬ 
dence to America, had been productive of 
far greater Advantages to his Country, than 
he could have rendered by remaining a 
Member of Administration. With great In¬ 
genuity and. Severity he pointed out Lord 
Shelburne’s inconsistent Declarations , many 
Times repeated in the Upper House, that 
“ He who should sign the Independence of 
“ America, would consummate the Ruin of 
“ his own Country* and must be a Traitor 
now contrasted with his Act in setting his 
Hand to their complete Emancipation. Such 
a contradictory Language, coupled with his 
opposite System of Conduct, could only, 
Fox observed, be properly characterized by 
two Lines which he had somewhere read, 

“ You’ve done a noble Turn in Nature’s Spite; 
u For tho’ you think you’re wrong,—I’m sure you’re 
right.” 

Pitt, however, who, in a Speech of equal 
Ability, though much less diffuse, answered 
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Fox on that Evening; having defended his 
Principal from the heavy Imputations affixed 
to his political Line of Action, in acknow¬ 
ledging American Independence, after his 
many Protestations to the contrary; added, 
“ If I may attempt a Parody on the Lines 
“ just quoted, 1 should say, 

te The Praise he gives us is in Nature’s Spite. 
u He wishes we were wrong,—but, clearly sees we’re 
right.” 

The Promptitude and Elegance of this Re¬ 
tort, made amidst the Hurry and Distrac¬ 
tions of a long Debate, in a crowded Assem¬ 
bly, excited no little Admiration. Nor did 
he touch with less Delicacy and Force of 
Reasoning, on the Circumstance of his own 
Youth; “ a Calamity under which, he owned, 
“ he laboured; which he could not suffi- 
“ ciently lament, as it afforded such Subject 
“ of Animadversion to his Opponents; but, 
“ for which Defect, he pledged himself to 
“ atone, by his Care, Industry, and Assi- 
“ duity in the public Service.” If it had not 
been demonstrated already, how great an 
Acquisition Lord Shelburne had made in 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the De¬ 
bates of the 5th and 6th of December, would 
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have sufficiently proved the Fact. Courte¬ 
nay, when alluding to it, a few Days after¬ 
wards, observed, “The noble Earl at the 
“ Head of the Treasury, has shewn his 
“ Judgment in securing such an Auxiliary. 

“ Every Man reposes Confidence in Him. 

“ There is a Species of Magic in the Name 
“ and Lineage of a Pitt , which must pro- 
“ duce its Influence on the Nation. The 
“ First Minister, who is himself a great Phi- 
“ losopher, has, no doubt, been informed by 
4 ‘ Dr. Priestley, that the best Mode of cor- 
“ recting and purifying corrupted,Air, is by 
“ the Introduction of a young Vegetable.” 

Lord North never appeared to me, during 
the whole Time that I sate in the House of 
Commons, whether he w r as in, or out of 
Office, in a more dignified and. elevated 
Point of View, than on the first of those 
two Evenings. I mean, the 5th of Decem¬ 
ber. His Position was singular; stand¬ 
ing aloof equally from Ministers and from 
the Rockingham Party; holding the Ba¬ 
lance between both; placed on a Sort of 
Elevation, by the Events which had taken 
Place since he resigned his Employment; 
sustained by the glorious Victories of Rod- 
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ney and of Eliott; no longer menaced with 
Impeachment; animated by steady Loyalty 
to his Sovereign, and not less propelled by 
Attachment to his Country. Such was his 
Situation, and his Language corresponded 
with it! Perhaps it would have been for¬ 
tunate, if he had continued to occupy so 
advantageous, independent, and patriotic an 
Eminence, without lending an Ear to the 
Seductions of Ambition or of Resentment, 
in forming a Coalition with Fox, as he did 
only two Months later. Unquestionably he 
would have appeared more an Object of Re¬ 
spect and Veneration to Posterity, by per¬ 
sisting in such a Line of political Action; 
superior to Party, watchful over the Consti¬ 
tution, and attentive only to the great public 
Interests of the State; than by accepting a 
secondary Situation, as the Colleague of 
Fox, under the Duke of Portland. A Si¬ 
tuation, which, when obtained, he was un¬ 
able to retain more than a few Months; 
and in accepting which, he must have made 
some Sacrifices of Feeling and of Recollec¬ 
tion, if not of Principle! The Speech which 
he pronounced on the first Day of the Ses¬ 
sion, was every Way worthy of himself; 
and breathed the genuine Spirit of a States- 
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man, who though no longer directing the 
Machine, yet superintended its Movements 
with undiminished Zeal, as well as Ability. 
In Contradiction to his usual Style of speak¬ 
ing, he abstained from all Levity, and re¬ 
fused to avail himself Of those Resources of 
Wit and Humour, which he had always at 
Command. No Sentiment of Hostility or 
of Animosity towards the new Administra¬ 
tion, characterized his Expressions. He de¬ 
clared that he felt not the most distant Incli¬ 
nation to oppose the Address, or to move 
any Amendment, as the Advantages accru¬ 
ing from Unanimity at the present Moment, 
would, in a national Point of View, be in- 
calculable. From the Instant that he rose 
till he sate down, not a Word escaped his 
Lips, which indicated the smallest Approach 
towards the Rockingham Party. On Fox 
he was even severe, when differing from him 
respecting various Points of the greatest 
public Importance. Nor did he spare Burke, 
for his Animadversions on the Prayer of the 
Sovereign contained in the Speech from the 
Throne. “ Surely, Mr. Speaker,” said Lord 
“ North, a Heart animated by patriotic Feel- 
“ ings, like that of His Majesty, must experi- 
“ ence the deepest Sorrow, at an Act so calanii- 
vol. hi. a 



226 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1782 . 


“ tous to this Country, as is the Relinquish* 
“ ment of America. "His Sensations are 
“ truly those of a Patriot King; and I am 
“ assured that he felt far less for himself, 
“ when he made so great a Sacrifice, than he 
“ felt for his People.” 

On the Conditions of Peace which the 
Enemy might offer, or which it became the 
Ministers to accept, Lord North expressed 
himself in Language of equal Dignity, Wis¬ 
dom, and Moderation. “ To just and rea- 
“ sonable Terms,’’ said he, “ I will most 
“ cheerfully assent; but, should France or 
“ Spain display Arrogance and Injustice in 
“ their Demands, every Man in this Assem- 
“ bly, and throughout the Nation, will, I am 
“ persuaded, zealously concur in prosecut- 
“ ing the War with Vigour.”—“ We unani- 
“ mously demand an honourable Treaty, or 
“ a vigorous War. We are ready to nego- 
“ tiate on fair and equitable Principles; but, 
“ if in their Insolence or imaginary Power, 
“ the Enemy exact degrading Conditions, 
“ we are determined to maintain the Contest 
“ with our Lives and Fortunes.” In TermS 
of Earnestness he recommended to the Mi¬ 
nisters, Attention in marking out proper, 
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well defined Boundaries, between the Terri¬ 
tory of Great Britain and the American 
Frontier; but, above all, he trusted, that they 
would provide an Asylum for the loyal and 
unhappy Sufferers, who, throughout this long 
protracted Struggle, had remained faithful to 
their native Sovereign. Over Lord Shel¬ 
burne he threw a Shield, and justified his 
Assertion, that “ the Sun of Britain was for 
“ ever set, when the Separation of the thir- 
“ teen Colonies should be signed.” “ That 
“ calamitous Event,” observed he, “ cannot 
“ justly be charged to the present First Mi- 
“ nister, merely because he consummates 
“ the Deed. It is we, not he, who must sus- 
“ tain the Culpability. If the Sun of Eng- 
“ land is indeed set, the House of Commons 
“ is the Magician who has brought it down 
* from the Skies.” No Part of this admir¬ 
able Speech justly attracted more Approba¬ 
tion, than the Part in which he replied to 
Fox, who had attributed to Keppel’s Exer¬ 
tions, the Advantages which we had gained 
on. the Element of the Water. “ It is not a 
“ little extraordinary,’’said Lord North, “that 
“ the same Person, who, when he came into 
“ Office, eight Months ago, drew a Picture 
“ of pur naval Condition, sufficient, to make 
q 2 
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“ every Man tremble in this House; should 
“ now stoutly affirm that our Navy is equal to 
“ combating the united Fleets of the House 
‘‘ of Bourbon ! But, as Ships do not spring 
“ up, like Mushrooms, in a Night;—by what 
“ Magic could so great an Addition be made 
“ to our Navy within one Summer, unless 
“ the former Admiralty, by their Prepara- 
“ tions of Ships and Stores, had facilitated 
“ the Means of Victory?—I would say to the 
“ present naval Alexander, True, you have 
“ conquered; but, you have conquered with 
“ Philip’s Troops.” During the whole of 
the two Debates which took Place at the 
Opening of the Session, though General 
Conway and Mr. Secretary Townsend oc¬ 
casionally rose, yet the Defence of the mini¬ 
sterial Measures principally rested on the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. No Admi¬ 
nistration could commence under fairer Au¬ 
spices, which was destined to terminate so 
soon; not any Attempt to divide the House 
being made either by Lord North or by 
Fox, who appeared to be reciprocally ani¬ 
mated by the most hostile Sentiments. 

[11th December.] Among the Weapons of 
Attack which the Rockingham Party di- 
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reeled with most Success against the First 
Minister, was the Imputation of Insincerity 
or Duplicity. It was asserted that He in¬ 
terpreted the conditional or provisional Ar¬ 
ticles concluded with the American States, 
in a different Sense from the Meaning an¬ 
nexed to them by other Members of the Ca¬ 
binet ; Lord Shelburne, it was pretended, 
regarding them as capable of being revoked 
or annulled, in Case that the pending Nego¬ 
tiations respecting Peace between England 
and France, should be finally broken off; 
while Pitt, Conway, and Townsend, declared 
that they were, in every Event, final and ir¬ 
revocable. Unquestionably, some Reasons 
for Doubt as to the Interpretation of the 
Word provisional, might be reasonably en¬ 
tertained ; and as the War with America 
might be revived, if the Independence of the 
Trans-Atlantic States was not unconditional¬ 
ly and unequivocally acknowledged by Great 
Britain, Fox endeavoured to probe this mi¬ 
nisterial Wound. He did not indeed ven¬ 
ture to divide the House upon it, nor at¬ 
tempt to stop the Supplies, because he knew 
how insufficient was his Parliamentary 
Strength, for making either of those Experi¬ 
ments with Success. But, he endeavoured 
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to extort a clear Reply from some of the 
Ministers, relative to the Point under Dis¬ 
cussion. They, on the other Hand, refused 
or declined making any specific Answer 
during the actual State of Affairs, and de¬ 
manded Time. Burke, in his metaphorical 
and figurative* Language, compared them to 
the Amphisbaena, which Naturalists de¬ 
scribe as having two Heads, one at each Ex¬ 
tremity. “ Such a Serpent, I hope,” added 
he, “exists only in Chimera: but, Minis- 
“ ters resemble such an Animal. They hiss 
“ an opposite Language from the Head, and 
“ from the Tail, so that the Nation is con- 
u founded between their contradictory Sto- 
“ ries.” Even Lord North, though he ap¬ 
proved of the Silence observed by the Trea¬ 
sury Bench, under the Circumstances of the 
Moment; and though he further declared, 
that if any Motion was made for compelling 
the Administration to lay the provisional 
Treaty before Parliament, he would give it 
his Negative; yet admitted that its Interpre¬ 
tation was exceedingly problematical. As 
the Rockingham Party was too feeble to 
come to Extremities, unless sustained by 
Lord North, Fox contented .himself there¬ 
fore with laying on the First Minister, the 
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heaviest Charges of double Dealing in all 
his Proceedings. Powis, who joined in 
these Opinions, said that he held the three 
Members of the Cabinet who had Seats in 
the House, pledged as Hostages to the Coun¬ 
try, for the Ratification of the provisional 
Treaty according to their Construction of it. 
Such Reflections thrown on the Earl of Shel¬ 
burne, however they might originate in the 
Violence of Party, and of political Enmity; 
yet, as impeaching the Candour and the Rec-. 
titude of his public Conduct, must have been 
equally painful to that Nobleman himself, 
and to his Associates in the Government. 

[12th December.] Though Parliament sat 
for only a very short Period during the 
Month of December, scarcely exceeding a 
Fortnight, previous to their Adjournment 
till after Christmas; yet, one very interesting 
Debate,. which arose in the House of Com¬ 
mons, produced a material Operation on 
some Articles of the Peace then negotiating 
with the House of Bourbon. Rumours, 
which acquired considerable, if not implicit 
Credit, were circulated throughout the Me¬ 
tropolis, stating that Lord Shelburne had 
not only manifested a Disposition, but, had 
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even consented, with the Approbation of the 
Cabinet, to cede Gibraltar to Spain, on cer¬ 
tain Conditions. He had indeed very early 
felt the Pulse of Parliament, on the Subject. 
Mr. Bankes, Member for Corfe Castle, who 
seconded the Address to the Throne, on the 
first Day of the Session ; and who seems to 
have been more deeply initiated in the Se¬ 
crets, or informed of the Intentions of Ad¬ 
ministration, than the Mover of the Address 
on that Occasion; alluded in very clear and 
intelligible, though in general Terms, to the 
possible, or rather probable Cession of the 
Fortress in Question. He accompanied the 
Intimation, with Remarks on the great Ex¬ 
pence, and little comparative Value or na¬ 
tional Advantages, connected with retaining 
its Possession, Fox instantly animadverted 
with equal Force and Severity, on the Idea 
thus suggested, which he held up to Con¬ 
demnation, as an Act most pernicious to the 
State, if it should ever be carried into Exe¬ 
cution. In Language of Energy he depict 
tured the Respect, which our proud Posi¬ 
tion on that isolated Rock, excited among 
the European Nations. Cede to Spain,” 
exclaimed he, “ Gibraltar, and the Mediter- 
ranean becomes a Pool; a mere Pond, on 
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“ which the Spaniards can navigate at their 
“ Pleasure! Deprive yourselves of this com- 
“ manding Station, and the States that bor- 
“ der on that Sea, will no longer look to 
“ England for the Maintenance of its free 
“ Navigation!” Nor did he let pass the Occa¬ 
sion of wounding George the Third, through 
the Sides of the King of Spain. Adverting 
to the Opinion which had been given by Mr. 
Bankes, in the Course of his Speech, that 
“ the Cabinet of Madrid having ascertained 
“ the Folly and Impracticability of attempt- 
“ ing to reduce Gibraltar, by their recent 
“ Discomfiture, would never again employ 
“ the Forces of the Monarchy on so vain, as 
“ well as ruinous a Siege;” Fox exposed 
the Fallacy of such'Arguments. “There 
“ may be,” observed he, “ near the Heart of 
“ every Prince, a Longing after some Ob- 
“ ject, which a thousand Disappointments or 
“ Defeats cannot remove. Those who re- 
“ collect the History of this Country for near 
“ nine Years past, will agree with me, that 
“ it is not easy to convince Men of their Fol- 
“ lies, even when Experience has proved 
“ them to be such. We have persisted 
“ through many ruinous Campaigns, in a 
“ War for the Subjection of the American 



234 


HISTORICAL 


[1782. 

“ Colonies. What then should hinder us 
“ from believing, that Charles the Third may 
“ not persevere as pertinaciously in his Long- 
“ ing for the Reduction of Gibraltar, as a 
“ Sovereign nearer Home, was taught to pur- 
“ sue the Phantom of unconditional Suhmis - 
V sion from America ■?” The very Truth of 
this Observation, which could not well be 
contested, ought to have prevented Fox 
from making it in so public a Place. 

Burke, supporting with all the Powers of 
his Eloquence, the Positions advanced by 
his F riend, tru sted that Ministers won Id .not 
dare to sport with the Feelings of the Na-^ 
tion, respecting an Object so justly cherished 
as Gibraltar. “ That Fortress,” said he, 
“ is invaluable, because impregnable. The 
“ Sovereign of Spain has not an Appendage 

of his Crown, equalling it in Importance. 
“ The Capitals of Mexico and Peru are not 
“ at his Disposal ; and: the Island of Porto 
“ Rico, if offered, would by no means form 
“ an adequate Compensation. Gibraltar is 
“ notmerely a Post of Pride., fit is a Post of 
“ Power, of Connexion, and of Commerce.” 
In Terms more measured, Lord North ap¬ 
preciated its Value. “ I will not go SO; far 
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“ as to assert,” observed he, “ that Gibral- 
“ tar is inestimable, and in no possible Case 
“ ought to be ceded to Spain. If Peace 
“ cannot otherwise be obtained, such a Sa- 
“ crifice may become necessary; but, its 
“ Price should be large, and no Ministers 
“ would be justified in resigning a Posses- 
“ sion so honorable, so useful, as well as so 
“ dear to this Country, unless for an Equi? 
“ valent of the highest Importance.” The 
Offers made by Charles the Third, were in¬ 
deed of such a Nature, as in the Estimation 
of many able Men, would have fully justi¬ 
fied Ministers in restoring to the Catholic 
Ring, that expensive Fortress. I have been 
assured, that in his Eagerness to re-annex 
Gibraltar to the Spanish Monarchy, he ten¬ 
dered in Exchange for it, the Canary Islands, 
together with Porto Rico in the West In¬ 
dies : the former of which Possessions, from 
their happy Situation in the Atlantic, their 
Climate, and Productions, might be rendered 
most valuable Acquisitions to Great Britain; 
while the latter Island must be considered 
as scarcely inferior to Jamaica in Extent, 
Fertility, and political Importance. Gib¬ 
raltar, however dear to the national Vanity, 
and whatever flattering Recollections, thelate 
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glorious Defence might awaken; could not, 
it was imagined, be put in Competition with 
the Canaries and Porto Rico. In a com¬ 
mercial Point of View, no Comparison could 
indeed be made between the two Possessions: 
but, as an Object of national Consideration, 
Respect, and Power, we shall probably ad¬ 
mit that Gibraltar would have been ill ex¬ 
changed for any Atlantic, or West India 
Islands. I am of that Sentiment in 1818, 
though I am ready to confess that 1 thought 
otherwise in 1782. 

7 A ■ i 

Sir George Howard, who was himself a 
General Officer, having nevertheless unex¬ 
pectedly provoked, and brought forward in 
the: House of Commons, a Discussion rela¬ 
tive to that Fortress, and the Possibility 
that its Cession or Alienation to Spain, 
might be in Comtemplation ; it,soon appear¬ 
ed, that Men of all Parties were imbued with 
Partialities so warm and violent in its Fa¬ 
vour, and such Indignation was manifested 
at the bare Idea of ceding, it, even for any 
Equivalent however valuable, that the In¬ 
tention , was relinquished. Nothing could 
assuredly have been further from Sir George’s 
Intention, who was an excellent Courtier, 
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than to have agitated any Subject, which in 
its Results might embarrass the Councils of 
the Crown. But, General Conway having 
moved the Thanks of the House to General 
Eliott, for his glorious Defence of Gibraltar, 
Howard proposed adding, “ the most valu- 
“ able and important Fortress of all our fo- 
“ reign Territories.” These few Words 
operated like the Apple of Discord, and 
afforded to Opposition an ample Field for 
Declamation. Lord North was not present 
on that Evening, but Fox instantly availed 
himself of the Occasion. Sir George finding, 
that while he had only intended to place 
General Eliott’s public Merits in the fairest 
Point of View, by demonstrating the Impor¬ 
tance of his Services, the Motion had pro¬ 
duced a great political Question, would 
willingly have withdrawn his Amendment. 
Fox however expressed the utmost Disin¬ 
clination to consent. “ I do not, myself,” 
said he, “ credit the Reports of an intended 
“ Cession of Gibraltar, because 1 am con- 
“ vinced that there is not in the Cabinet, a 
“ single Man who dares to give it up. The 
“ Amendment, if it should be carried, will 
“ convince the Public at large, how false 
“ are these Rumours; but, it will likewise 
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“ prove to the Spanish Government, thdt 
“ the Nation is not disposed to permit of 
“ such a Cession.” .Burke maintained the 
same Arguments; and Mr. Daniel Parker 
Coke declared, that he would father cut off 
his right Hand, than ever consent to restore 
Gibraltar. Sir George Howard’s Amend¬ 
ment was nevertheless finally withdrawn, by 
Consent of the House; but, the Substance of 
the Debate having been taken down in short 
Hand, by a Person stationed in the Gallery, 
and immediately communicated to Lord 
Shelburne; he dispatched a Messenger with 
it, the next Morning, to our Minister at Paris, 
Mr. Fitzherbert, now Lord St. Helens: en¬ 
joining him to lay it before the Count de 
Vergenries, and the Count d’Aranda. I 
know from good Authority, that the latter 
Nobleman, who was then the Spanish Em¬ 
bassador at the Court of Versailles, had re¬ 
ceived the most positive Instructions not to 
sign any Peace with Great Britain, however 
favourable the Terms might be in other Re¬ 
spects, unless the Cession of Gibraltar, con¬ 
stituted one of the Articles of the Treaty. 
Finding nevertheless, after the Communica¬ 
tion above mentioned, that no Equivalent 
would be accepted for its Restitution ; and 
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that the British Cabinet did not dare to do it 
in Violation of public: Opinion; d’Aranda, in 
Disobedience to these Orders, finally affixed 
his Name to the Act, taking on himself the 
Risk and the Responsibility. 

[13th—23d December.] Previous to the 
Adjournment of the House of Commons be¬ 
fore Christmas, Pox made another ineffec¬ 
tual Attempt to compel the Production of 
the provisional Treaty with America. The 
Debate which took Place on this Occasion, 
being in Pact the last that arose of an impor¬ 
tant Nature, previous to the Peace with our 
European Enemies; and consequently, pre¬ 
vious to the Union of Lord North with the 
Rockingham Party; was distinguished by 
some very interesting Circumstances. Pox 
grounded his Motion for laying the Treaty in 
Question, before the House, on the notorious 
Disagreement between the first Lord of the 
Treasury, and his Colleagues in the Cabi¬ 
net, on its Acceptation ; Lord Shelburne 
declaring it to be revocable, if Peace should 
not be finally made with France, while 
others of the Ministers maintained it to be, 
in every Event, final. Such a discordant 
Exhibition of Sentiment on so important a 
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Point, seemed to call for some Explanation 
or Disclosure on the Part of Administration. 
Fox, however, well aware how weak was 
his numerical Strength within those Walls, 
unless sustained by Lord North; after en¬ 
deavouring to justify his Demand of the 
Treaty, on Principles of public Expediency; 
added, “ I expect Support in my Motion, 
though I do not court it. I do not in- 
“ deed know whether I may calculate on 
“ the Aid of the noble Lord in the blue Rib- 
“ band, seated below me; as, by a strange 
“ Mode of reasoning, he brings himself to 
“ vote with Ministers, though he totally dis- 
“ agrees with Them in Opinion.” The 
Treasury Bench preserving a profound Si¬ 
lence, Mr. Thomas Pitt moved the Order 
of the Day; at the same Time advising and 
adjuring his ministerial Friends, not to vio¬ 
late their Oath as Privy Councillors, since 
nothing except Misconstruction and Misre¬ 
presentation could arise from their Explana¬ 
tions. At this Period of the Discussion 
Lord North presented himself to the Speak¬ 
er’s Notice, and delivered one of the most 
entertaining Speeches ever heard in that As¬ 
sembly. Never, I believe, was more Wit 
crowded into so narrow a Compass! Every 
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Sentence conveyed the most delicate Irony, 
or the most contumelious, yet amusing, Ri¬ 
dicule. He began by lamenting that Mr. 
Thomas Pitt’s wholesome and sage Advice 
to his Friends, on the Subject of observing 
Discretion and Secrecy, should have come 
too late to be of any Use, they having al¬ 
ready been guilty of divulgitig their Opi¬ 
nions. Having expressed his Concern that 
it was impossible to agree with a divided 
Cabinet, collectively; he said he would ne¬ 
vertheless agree with them partially , and vote 
for the Order of the Day; as he should at 
least be sure of coinciding with those Mem¬ 
bers of Administration who sate opposite to 
him. “ For,” added he, “ though .1 per- 
“ fectly agree with the Right Honorable 
“ Gentleman, (Fox,) in all his Statements 
“ and Principles, yet 1 cannot think the 
“ present iMoment a seasonable one for pro- 
“ during the provisional Articles.” With 
inconceivable Humour he contrasted, and 
exposed the different Versions of the Treaty; 
first, as presented in the King’s Speech from 
the Throne, at the Opening of the Session; 
next, in Lord Shelburne’s Language; and 
lastly, in the Declarations of the other Minis¬ 
ters. “ I prefer, however,” said he, “ the Edi- 
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“ tion of this Matter, as we have it on Royal 
“ Paper , before all the subsequent Editions, 
“ cam Notts Variorum , which have been 
“ since published.” On the Subject of that 
Oath, to the strict Observance of which the 
Members of the Cabinet were entreated to 
adhere, he made some Observations so lu¬ 
dicrous, as put all Gravity to Flight. “ If,” 
observed he, “ this mysterious Treaty de- 
“ pended on no Contingency whatever, it 
“ would resemble, not a Privy Counsel- 
“ lor’s Oath, of which we have heard so 
“ much to-day; but, a much less serious 
“ Oath, of which we have all heard, and 
“ which some of us may probably have 
“ taken. 1 mean, the Oath administered at 
“ Highgate, by which a Man swears that he 
“ never will drink small Beer, when he can 
“ get strong, unless he likes the former best; 
“ nor ever kiss the Maid, when he might 
“ kiss the Mistress, unless he chuse the 
“ Maid in Preference.” 

Continuing, or rather, resuming his Speech, 
as soon as the House had recovered from the 
violent Effect of this Simile on their Muscles, 
he directed his Artillery of Jests against 
the Cabinet, of which three Members were 
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present. “ It lias been asserted,” observed 
Lord North, “ that the contradictory Opi- 
“ nions.of Ministers might be reduced to 
“ some Certainty, by subjecting them to the 
“ Wisdom of this Assembly. I cannot think 
“ so :•—for, surely the present Cabinet is the 
“ Place where we might expect, of all others, 
“ unanimous Agreement on Matters of State 
“ Policy. It is composed of eleven Men, of 
“ distinguished Talents, immense Wisdom, 
“ consummate Experience, and determined 
“ Firmness. This Assemblage of Genius 
** has besides as many more Agents or Com- 
“ missioners now employed at Paris, on the 
“ important Work of Peace. IfsuchMenare 
“ not able to fix the determinate Import and 
“ Meaning of the Treaty before us; how 
te can we expect it to be done within our 
“ Walls? I have heard this House, called 
“ the Temple of Eloquence, of Reason, of 
“ Freedom, and of Fame: but I never yet 
“ knew it to be called the Temple of Con- 
“ cord.” As, however, though Lord North 
had held up the Administration to Ridicule, 
arid had so pointedly spoken against them, 
he nevertheless declared his Intention to vote 
for them; I believe, Fox would not have 
divided the House, if General Conway had 
r 2 
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not provoked him to it, by asserting on his 
Legs, that “ the Member who had originated 
“ the Debate, would not dare to. take the 
“ Sense of the House, well knowing by how 
“ small a Minority he would be attended 
“ into the Lobby.” Irritated at such an In¬ 
sinuation, of which he expressed his indig¬ 
nant Sense, Fox persisted; and a Division 
taking Place on Mr. Thomas Pitt’s Motion 
for the Order of the Dai/, the Rockingham 
Party could only muster forty-six Votes. 
Government, supported by Lord North and 
his Adherents, exhibited a triumphant Ma¬ 
jority of Two Hundred and Nineteen, thus 
carrying the Question by One Hundred and 
seventy-three. It is difficult to determine 
with any Certainty, the respective Numbers 
that voted with Administration, and with 
Lord North,, on that Evening. I should 
however estimate the Followers of the latter, 
at seventy to eighty. That he could incline 
the Balance to which ever Side he pleased, 
was evident. He appeared indeed, through¬ 
out the whole Debate, not only pre-eminent 
in Talents of every Description ; but, as the 
Arbiter of the Scene. Like Henry the 
Eighth, he might have assumed for his De¬ 
vice, “ Cui adhcereo, prceest” Nor could 
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Fox avoid perceiving that his own Way into 
the Cabinet, unless he chose to serve under 
Lord Shelburne, must lie through Lord 
North’s Assistance, and could be effected by 
no other Mode. That Nobleman, since the 
Day on which he resigned his Power, had 
not occupied a more dignified Place in the 
public Eye, and in Parliamentary Estima¬ 
tion. These Facts, and the Reflections to 
which they necessarily gave Rise, produced 
within two Months, the memorable Coali¬ 
tion. A few Days subsequent to the above 
Debate, an Adjournment of the two Houses 
of Parliament took Place till the 23rd of 
January. 

[1783; January.] Throughout a consider¬ 
able Part of the Month of January, the 
greatest Fluctuation of public Opinion pre¬ 
vailed relative to the final Success of the 
Treaties agitating at Paris; and as late as 
the 18th, the Queen’s Birth-Day, the pre¬ 
valent Ideas in the Drawing-room, were 
generally adverse to the Probability of a 
favourable Issue: but, five Days afterwards, 
Intelligence arrived in London, that Peace 
had been signed at Versailles. Lord Keppel, 
either from Repentance of his Conduct in 
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having quitted Fox after the Marquis of 
Rockingham’s Decease; or suspicious of the 
approaching Dissolution of the actual Mi¬ 
nistry ; or, (as he asserted afterwards on the 
Debate which took Place in the House of 
Peers,) disapproving the Articles of the 
Treaty recently concluded; immediately re¬ 
signed his Employment of First Lord of the 
Admiralty. He was succeeded by Lord 
Howe,, and early in the Month of February, 
the Marquis of Carmarthen was named Em¬ 
bassador to the Court of France. Though 
the House of Commons met on the 21st of 
January, pursuant to its Adjournment, yet 
no Business of Moment was brought forward, 
either by Ministers, or by their Opponents, 
during the considerable Interval of near a 
Month which elapsed, previous to the Day 
fixed for discussing the Articles of the Peace, 
in both Houses of Parliament. They had 
intermediately been exchanged and ratified 
by the two Governments. A more than 
ordinary Interest was excited on the Subject, 
throughout the Nation; the Stability or 
Dismission of the Administration, evidently 
depending on the parliamentary Approval 
or Disapprobation of the Treaty. In the 
House of Lords, there seemed to be, indeed, 
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little Danger of incurring a Vote of Censure. 
But, it was otherwise in the Lower House, 
where the Minister, in Addition to his own 
slender personal Strength, and the Indivi- 
duals holding Offices under the Crown, 
could only expect Support, either from Per¬ 
sons inclined to maintain indifferently every 
Government; or from those independent 
Members, who, disregarding all Motives of 
Party, might be induced to approve the 
Treaties, on the Ground of their abstract 
Merits, and their just Claim to national 
Gratitude. 

Facts such as these, which were palpable 
to all, could not possibly escape the Atten¬ 
tion of him who was most deeply interested 
in their Result. And it has always ap¬ 
peared to Persons uninformed, one of the 
most inexplicable Events of our Time, that 
Lord Shelburne, who must have perceived 
the great Improbability of his being able to 
maintain himself in Power, after the Conclu¬ 
sion of Peace, without the Aid of one or the 
other of the two great Parties in Opposition; 
should nevertheless have allowed Parliament 
to meet for the express Purpose of discussing 
the Merits of the Peace, without conciliat- 
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ing previously the Leaders of either Side. 
Was he then indifferent to the Preservation 
of that Office, which he had acquired with 
so much Address, and not unaccompanied 
with a Degree of Obloquy? No Person can 
believe or suppose it. Neither his Adherents 
nor his Enemies, ever maintained such an 
Opinion. How therefore are we to interpret 
a Conduct so contrary to all the Dictates 
of Ambition, Policy, and Self-interest? In 
Order to explain it, I shall state such Cir¬ 
cumstances as have been related to me by 
Individuals possessing Information, which 
will at least throw considerable Light upon 
the Subject. 

, * 

It seemed certainly most natural, that of 
the two Parties excluded from Power, Lord 
Shelburne should have addressed himself to 
that Body of Men, which still considered 
Lord North as its Head. To many of 
the Individuals composing it, I know that 
he did in Fact make Advances, either per¬ 
sonally, or by his Friends. Mr. Orde, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in whose Depart¬ 
ment lay the Management of the House of 
Commons, was not idle during the Autumn 
of 1782 . The American War being ter- 
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minated, the principal Object of Disunion 
between the late, and the present, First Mi¬ 
nister, was at an End. Lord Shelburne 
was moreover known to have pertinaciously 
resisted the Concession of Independence to 
America. His Reluctance and pretended 
Duplicity, or rather his Ambiguity, relative 
to granting unconditional Independence to 
the thirteen Colonies, formed one of the most 
prominent Points of Accusation against him, 
on the Part of Fox and the Rockingham 
Party. It could not be doubted that the 
King, who, availing himself of favourable 
Circumstances, had elevated the First Lord 
of the Treasury, to the Place that he held; 
and who deprecated no Event so much, as 
being a second Time compelled to take Fox 
into his Councils; would secretly approve, 
and would sincerely promote, any Measure 
tending to exclude him from Administration. 
Of all political Unions that could be effected 
with a View to strengthen the Ministry, an 
Alliance between Lord North and Lord 
Shelburne, it was therefore assumed, must 
be most agreeable to the Sovereign. Nor, 
as I have been assured, did there exist any 
insurmountable personal Antipathies or Im¬ 
pediments between those two noble Persons, 
which could have prevented such an Event 
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taking Place. But though They might have 
been willing to coalesce, there urere other 
Individuals in the Government, not possessed 
of so tractable or so conciliating a Disposi¬ 
tion. Mr. Pitt, and the Duke of Richmond, 
both inflexibly refused to sit in Cabinet with 
Lord North ; and they remained firm upon 
the Point. 

Partial as I am to the Memory and 
Character of that amiable Nobleman, I 
am far from blaming-their Determination. 
They considered Lord North as the Minis¬ 
ter, who during many Years had carried on 
and supported by his parliamentary Ability, 
a Contest become hopeless, which had pre¬ 
cipitated Great Britain into Disgrace, as 
well as Debt. His Subserviency to the 
royal Will or Wishes, even if proved, would 
only in their Eyes, have aggravated his Cul¬ 
pability. They regarded the Loss of our 
American Colonies, as the necessary Conse¬ 
quence of his Councils, or of his Admini¬ 
stration. He was besides accused by them, 
of having made Parliament the corrupt In¬ 
strument of his Policy, and of having pur¬ 
chased the Support which he received in 
both Houses. Political Principle therefore 
dictated and produced their Refusal to asso- 
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ciate him to their Ministry. Such an Ob¬ 
stacle was neither to be surmounted, nor to 
be removed. The Duke of Richmond might, 
indeed, have been dismissed, without Appre¬ 
hension of its producing very injurious Re¬ 
sults of any Kind : but Mr. Pitt was essen¬ 
tial to the ministerial Existence and Dura¬ 
tion. His high Character and his Name, 
joined to his eminent Talents, formed Lord 
Shelburne’s best Security for carrying any 
Measure through the House of Commons. 
Neither Townsend nor Conway, possessed 
the Eloquence, Ability, or hereditary Weight, 
that met in the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
If, therefore, in order to gain Lord North, 
the First Lord of the-Treasury had thrown 
Pitt into Opposition, no Exertions could 
have long resisted his and Fox’s united At¬ 
tacks, fighting Side by Side. And the 
House itself would probably, nay infallibly, 
have reprobated such a Junction, when at¬ 
tained by the Expulsion of Pitt from Power. 
These Causes prevented any Attempt being 
made to gain Lord North’s Support, by ad¬ 
mitting him and his principal Friends to 
Places in the Cabinet; and his Friendship, 
it was obvious, could not be obtained on 
inferior Terms. 
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[21st January—15th February.] The 
strongest Indications were meanwhile given 
on the Part of Fox’s Adherents, as well as 
by some of the Friends of Ford North, that 
they intended to attack and to arraign the 
Treaties of Peace just concluded. No sooner 
had the Preliminaries signed between Eng¬ 
land and the two Branches of the House of 
Bourbon, together with the provisional Ar¬ 
ticles made with America, been brought 
down to the House of Commons, and read 
by the Clerk; than Mr. Eden instantly rose, 
to express the Feelings of Concern, or rather, 
of Indignation and, Distress, with which the 
fifth Article of ihe American Treaty, inspired 
him. . It regarded the Loyalists, who, as 
appeared from the Nature of the Provisions, 
were abandoned by Great Britain, and left 
exposed to the severest Treatment from the 
Provincial Assemblies. This Circumstance 
took Place on the 27th of January. Four 
Days later, Fox, in Answer to some Re¬ 
marks which fell from General Conway, on 
the Subject of the recent Pacification; ob¬ 
served, that though he did not mean to anti¬ 
cipate the Consideration of the Treaties, for 
which Discussion a proper Time would be ap¬ 
pointed, yet, that he did not consider it to be 
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as good a Peace as might have been made by 
Ministers. Eden entered his Protest on the 
same Evening, against the Cession of a vast 
Portion of Canada, comprehending no less 
than eighteen Thousand square Miles ; de¬ 
claring it to be his Opinion, that in dissevering 
so large a Territory from the Empire, Admini¬ 
stration had violated a positive Act of Parlia¬ 
ment. On the 10th of February, Fox, while 
alluding to the Preliminaries, said, that they 
did not bear on their Face, their Justification. 
Lord Nugent, though generally disposed to 
support Government, yet spoke in Language 
of the utmost Violence, on the Subject of 
the Loyalists. “ If His Majesty’s Ministers,” 
exclaimed he, “ have omitted any possible 
“ Exertion in Favor of those unfortunate 
“ Men, no Punishment can be adequate to 
“ their Crime. Their Blood alone can wipe 
“ away the Stain inflicted on the Honor of 
“ their Country.” Governor Johnstone re¬ 
peated these Denunciations, in scarcely 
milder Terms: while Sheridan, who already 
seemed to fix on Pitt, as an Object of his 
personal Reprehension and Attack whenever 
a favorable Occasion arose, exhorted the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer not to speak 
in so high a Tone from the Treasury Bench. 
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“ If,” added Sheridan,. “ he and his Col- 
“ leagues had held as lofty a Style to the 
“ Enemies of Great Britain, during the late 
“ Discussions relative to Peace, as they do 
“ here, they would not be compelled to 
“ stand so much on the defensive, as they 
“ probably must do, when the Examination 
“ of the Preliminaries comes before us/’ 
Every Circumstance announced a Determi¬ 
nation to push Matters to Extremity, and if 
possible, to drive the Ministers from their 
Posts, for having sacrificed the Honor, as 
well as the Interests of Great Britain, in the 
recent Treaties. 

Lord Shelburne, conscious of the ap¬ 
proaching Danger, and desirous of averting 
a Parliamentary Conflict so doubtful in its 
Issue, caused Overtures of a conciliatory 
Nature to be made to Fox; offering to re¬ 
place him in his late Office, and to provide 
for his Friends or Connexions who had fol¬ 
lowed him out of Power after Lord Rock¬ 
ingham’s Decease. The King was induced, 
though reluctantly, to allow and to approve 
of the Proposals, on the Ground of State 
Necessity ; it being esteemed a less serious 
Evil, to admit Fox into the Cabinet by Ne- 
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gotiation, than to incur the Risk of his en¬ 
tering it by Storm. In the first Case, he 
would remain still in a Minority, while the 
Treasury would be completely independent 
of him ; whereas in the second Event, he 
would dictate the Law. But, Fox, though 
he professed himself willing to make a Part 
of an Administration formed upon a broad 
Basis, and therefore disposed to listen to the 
Proposition, exacted one indispensable Pre¬ 
liminary; namely, Lord Shelburne’s Dis¬ 
mission or Resignation. Unless the Trea¬ 
sury were placed in the Hands of the Duke 
of Portland, as the new recognized Head of 
the Rockingham Party; and unless Lord 
Shelburne were wholly excluded from a 
Place in the Cabinet, he peremptorily re¬ 
fused to accede to any Terms of Accommo¬ 
dation. With all the other principal Indi¬ 
viduals composing the Ministry, he declared 
his Readiness to act; but, * personally to 
Lord Shelburne, his Repugnance continued 
insurmountable, and could not be removed 
by any Efforts. 

In embracing this Determination, it seems 
impossible to doubt that he was more im¬ 
pelled by Passion ;—in using which Term, I 
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mean Rivality, Party Feelings, and personal 
Aversion to the First .Lord of the Trea¬ 
sury ;—than by moral or political Principle. 
Even his Secession from the Cabinet, in July, 
i782, though it originated in a Difference of 
Opinion on a great State Question of the 
deepest Importance, namely the Grant of un¬ 
conditional Independence to America; yet 
was consummated from Resentment and Pre¬ 
cipitation. Probably he regretted it when too 
late:—for, it .was;proved by Facts, that, what¬ 
ever Lord Shelburne might have meditated or 
even declared, relative to not conceding Inde¬ 
pendence to the Trans-Atlantic Colonies, he 
was over-ruled, and compelled by the Cabi¬ 
net, to carry into Execution that humiliating 
Measure. Nay more, we have the Authority 
of General Conway, when addressing the 
House of Commons on the Subject, for 
asserting, that the First Minister not only 
overcame and subdued his own Reluctance 
to declaring the American States indepen¬ 
dent ; but, by his Arguments or Persuasions 
prevailed on the King his Master, to sur¬ 
mount his strongly rooted Antipathy to the 
same Act of Renunciation. Fox, indeed, 
always asserted and maintained, that his 
Resignation of Office had produced more 
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Benefit to the Country, and had operated 
more powerfully to force Lord Shelburne’s’ 
Acquiescence on the Point in Question, than 
he could have done by remaining a Member 
of the Cabinet. But, it is evident that he 
did not lie under any Necessity of throwing 
up his Employment, or of sacrificing his 
Principles. It never arrived at that Alter¬ 
native, for. which he ought to have waited, 
before he came to Extremities. If he had 
temperately and steadily opposed the First 
Minister; appealing to his Colleagues, Lord 
Keppel, Conway, and the Duke of Rich¬ 
mond, for Support; sustained, as he was, 
by Lord John Cavendish; the Earl of Shel¬ 
burne must have given way, or he would 
have been left in a Minority. No Doubt, 
Fox’s Secession, and Appeal to the House 
of Commons, or rather, to the Nation, forced 
the First Minister, as well as his Colleagues, 
to concede unequivocally Independence to 
America. But, if'Fdx had been more Mas¬ 
ter of himself, and less under the Dominion 
of Anger, or of the Desire to dictate in the 
Cabinet, he might have effected his Object 
by a Menace of Resignation, and yet have 
retained the Seal. In forming an Alliance 
with Lord North, as he soon afterwards did, 
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he made a far greater Surrender of Princi¬ 
ple, and at the same Time shocked public 
Opinion much more, than he could possibly 
have done by acting with Lord Shelburne, 
whatever Measures had been adopted by 
Administration. 

Such, as I have always understood, were 
the leading Principles or Circumstances, on 
which was subsequently reared that cele¬ 
brated Junction between Lord North and 
Fox, which, from its extraordinary Nature, 
aiid more extraordinary Effects, has ob¬ 
tained in English History, by way of Dis¬ 
tinction from all other political Unions or Al¬ 
liances ever contracted in our Time, the 
name of “ The Coalition .” The Proscrip¬ 
tion of Lord North by Pitt, and of Lord 
Shelburne by Fox, of Necessity drove the 
two excluded Ministers into each other’s 
Arms; at once obliterated all past Causes 
of Offence between them; and impelled 
them, banishing every Retrospect, as well as 
in some Measure setting general Opinion at 
Defiance, only to look forward to the joint 
Possession of Power. As the 17th of Februa¬ 
ry stood fixed for the Consideration of the 
Articles of Peace, in both Houses of Parlia- 
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ment; and as Lord North disapproved of 
many of those Articles, no less strongly than 
Fox; it became obvious that they must, in 
all Cases, divide together on that Night, 
against the Administration. And if they 
should find themselves in a Majority, as was 
highly probable, it seemed to follow that the 
Ministers must retire from Office. But, in 
order to avail themselves of their Triumph, 
and to form a new Administration, some 
mutual Understanding, if not some Princi¬ 
ples of permanent Accommodation, became 
absolutely necessary to both Individuals. 
Otherwise, however victorious they might 
prove in Parliament, they would probably 
derive no Benefit from their Superiority ; 
and Lord Shelburne, though vanquished in 
the House of Commons, might still contrive 
to retain his Seat in the Cabinet, as First 
Minister. 

These Considerations, in themselves most 
forcible, acquiring hourly Strength as the 
Hay approached for the Discussion of the 
Peace, produced some Symptoms of mutual 
Tendency towards Reconciliation. Never, 
perhaps, did two Men exist, more inclined 
by Nature to Oblivion of Injuries, or to Sen- 
s 2 
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timents of Forgiveness, than Lord North 
and Fox ! The latter, whatever might be his 
Defects of Character, possessed in an emi¬ 
nent Degree, Placability and Magnanimity 
of Mind. “ Amicitice sempiternce, Inimici- 
“ ti(Bplacabiles” was a Maxim always in his 
Mouth. The former, too indolent to retain 
the Burthen of Enmity, and conscious that 
Fox’s Hostility towards him, had always 
been more political than personal; gladly 
deposited his Resentments, his Recollec¬ 
tions, and his Injuries, at the Feet of his 
Interest and Ambition. Both equally con¬ 
curred in the Necessity of agreeing on some 
Plan of concerted Action, before they took 
their Places, Side by Side, on the Opposi¬ 
tion Bench. Hitherto, though Lord North 
usually or always sate there, Fox continued 
to speak from the third Bench, as did 
Burke. But, however deeply they might be 
impressed with these Feelings, they never¬ 
theless abstained from any direct Interview, 
leaving all Matters to the. Intervention of 
mutual Friends. The Honorable George 
Augustus North, eldest Son of Lord North, 
then Member for Harwich, and afterwards 
himself Earl of Guildford, acted as the Ne¬ 
gotiator for his Father, on this Occasion: 
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while the Honorable Colonel Fitzpatrick, 
Fox’s intimate Friend and Companion, con¬ 
ducted the Treaty on the other Part. Mr. 
North by no means wanted Talents; but, in 
Address, Capacity, and Accomplishments, 
the latter possessed an infinite Superiority. 
Each, actuated by a warm Desire to con¬ 
duct the Business to a successful Issue, ex¬ 
erted his utmost Efforts for the Purpose. 
Two or three Days elapsed in Conferences 
and Discussions: nor was it till a very late 
Hour of the Night of the 16th of February, 
that, after many Visits to and fro, between 
St. James’s Street and Grosvenor Square, 
where Lord North then resided, they final¬ 
ly settled the Outlines of a Convention; by 
which, on the Part of the two Principals it 
was stipulated, that if they effected a Change 
of Administration, the Treasury should be 
given to the Duke of Portland; that Lord 
North should likewise take a Cabinet Office; 
that a fair Partition of the Spoils, in other 
Words, of the great Posts and Emoluments 
of the State, should be made between the 
two Parties, who agreed henceforward to 
coalesce. And, lastly, that in the Debate 
of the approaching Evening, they should 
speak, act, and divide in Concert. . 
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[17th February.] Such were the general 
Preliminaries of the “ Coalition.” Many Dif¬ 
ficulties on both Sides, which impeded the 
Progress of the Negotiation, protracted its 
Termination; nor did either Lord North or 
Fox retire to Rest, till four or five o’Clock 
in the Morning, when the Business was at 
length concluded. Fox, accustomed to pass 
the greater Part of the Night at Brookes’s, 
appeared in the House of Commons with 
his usual Freshness, on the ensuing Even¬ 
ing ; and manifested during the Debate that 
ensued, neither Inattention,, Lassitude, nor 
Fatigue. But, Lord North, whose natural 
Somnolency was increased, by having sat 
up for so many Hours of the preceding 
Night, under Circumstances of considerable 
Agitation, as well as by the prodigious Heat 
arising from a crouded House;—after taking 
his Seat near his new Ally, on the Opposi¬ 
tion Bench, found himself so overcome by 
Sleep, that its Effect became irresistible. 
Unwilling, probably, to exhibit such a Spec¬ 
tacle, at such a Moment, which would have 
excited Matter of Animadversion, or of Ri¬ 
dicule, to both Parties ; he at length quitted 
his Seat, and came up into the Gallery. I 
had placed myself there; immediately over 
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the Treasury Bench, every Part of the House 
below being filled. Lord North having 
seated himself by me, made various Efforts 
to keep himself awake; but, to accomplish 
it, exceeded his Power. As the Discussion 
had already taken a very personal Turn; se¬ 
vere Sarcasms, as well as Reproaches, be¬ 
ing levelled from the Treasury Bench, against 
the unnatural Coalition just formed; particu¬ 
larly by Mr. Dundas, who stigmatized it with 
the strongest Epithets of contumelious Re¬ 
probation ; he requested me to awaken him, 
as often as any such Expressions should be 
used by Ministers. I did so, many Times ; 
but,‘when he had listened for a few Minutes, 
he as often involuntarily relapsed into Re¬ 
pose. At the End of about an Hour and a 
half, during the greater Portion of which 
Time he seemed scarcely sensible to any 
Circumstance that passed, he began to 
rouse himself. By Degrees he recovered his 
Perception; and having heard from my 
Mouth, some of the most interesting, or acri¬ 
monious Passages that had taken Place 
while he was asleep, he went down again* 
into the Body of the House, placed himself 
by Fox on the Floor, and made one of the 
most able, brilliant, as well as entertaining 
Speeches, that I ever heard him pronounce 
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within those Walls. No Man who listened 
to it, could have imagined that he had lost a 
single Sentence of the preceding Debate, or 
that his Faculties had been clouded by Fa¬ 
tigue and Want of Rest. 


Lord John Cavendish, whom Fox always 
selected for special and important Occa¬ 
sions ; as his high Character for Integrity 
and Uprightness, spread a Sort of Veil over 
the Irregularities of his Party ; moved an 
Amendment on that Night, to the Address 
proposed by the Friends of Administration. 
Lord John’s Amendment was however 
couched in Terms so guarded, with a View 
to secure as many Votes as possible, that it 
might rather be termed a Hesitation in ap¬ 
proving, than any direct Censure on the 
Peace. Even Lord North, who afterwards 
proposed a second Amendment, in which 
he recommended the American Loyalists to 
His Majesty’s Consideration ; implied, more 
than he asserted, that they had been forgot¬ 
ten or abandoned by the Framers of the Ar¬ 
ticles of Pacification concluded with the 
thirteen Colonies. The Coalition , avowed 
by Fox, was not only defended with the 
Boldness and Decision that marked his 
Character; but, he retorted on the Lord 
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Advocate, all the acrimonious Expressions 
which fell from the latter, upon the sudden 
Union of two such inveterate Opponents. 
Mr. Townsend, as Secretary of State, excell¬ 
ed himself in his Defence of the Peace, and 
may really he said to have in some Measure 
earned on that Night, the Peerage which he 
soon afterwards obtained. 1 never saw him 
display so much Animation, nor heard him 
manifest such Ability. Nor was Pitt want¬ 
ing to himself, or to his Party. But, all 
their Efforts proved unavailing to sustain an 
Administration, which having been original¬ 
ly established on too shallow Foundations, 
had received no subsequent Reinforcement. 
After a Debate, protracted till near eight 
o 5 Clock in the Morning, they were left in a 
Minority of sixteen . Only nine Votes there¬ 
fore, taken from the Coalition, and trans¬ 
ferred to Ministers, would have given them a 
Majority; and above four hundred and 
thirty Members voted on the Occasion. 

Many curious and interesting Circum¬ 
stances, some among them of a personal 
Nature,'took Place in the Course of that 
long Discussion, which were calculated to 
make a deep Impression on the Memory. 
Powis, first of any Individual who rose to 
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speak, assumed the Existence of a political 
Union between Lord North and Fox; rea¬ 
soned upon it as a Fact consummated, and 
reprobated it in Terms of the severest Irony, 
or Condemnation. “ The House now be- 
“ holds,” said he, “ for the first Time, the 
“ lofty Defenders of royal Prerogative, allied 
“ with the zealous Worshippers of the Ma- 
“ jesty of the People. The most determined 
“ Supporter of the Influence of the Crown, 
“ joins Hands with the Purifier of the Con- 
“ stitution, the Reformer of the Household.” 
With great Ability, and still greater Candour, 
Powis pointed out the Defects and Conces¬ 
sions of the Treaties just concluded; ex¬ 
pressed his Regret that such Features of the 
Work should excite his Disapprobation; 
but, added, “ Yet, considering the whole 
“ collectively, and the national Position at 
“ the present Moment, I am ready to give my 
“ full Assent to the Address moved, and to 
“ declare my perfect Satisfaction.” If similar 
Sentiments, superior to the Spirit of Party, 
had animated the Assembly at large, Lord 
Shelburne would have kept his Oflice. So 
guardedly couched indeed was the Amend¬ 
ment which Lord North moved, that Mr. 
Townsend offered to agree with it, if the noble 
Lord would vote for the Address: but, the 
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Secretary of State’s Proposal met with an 
instant Rejection. Burke answered Powis’s 
Animadversions on the Junction between 
Lord North and Pox, the Principles of 
which Union he justified; though as to the 
Fact, he neither denied, nor admitted it. 
“ Those Persons, however,” observed he, 
“ who hold that Opinion, and censure so 
“ violently the Alliance; have only to di- 
“ rect their Eyes to the Treasury Bench, 
“ where they will behold a learned Lord 
“ sitting between the Chancellor of the Ex- 
“ chequer and the Secretary of State.” 
Dundas instantly rose, and in a Speech of 
considerable Length, as well as of great 
Ability, full of most galling Personalities to 
Fox, contrasted his former Denunciations of 
Lord North while First Minister, with his 
present Line of political Action. He de¬ 
sired Fox to recollect his own Assertions, 
that “ almost any Peace ought to be made, 
“ in Order to extricate the Country from its 
“ Embarrassments, and to dissolve the Com- 
“ bination of Powers leagued against us.” 
Nor did Dundas omit to remind him of his 
pretended Declaration, that “ He had a 
Peace in his Pocket;” as well as his Asser¬ 
tions of the ruined State of the Navy, which 
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incapacitated us for continuing the Contest 
with our European Enemies. On the newly 
consummated Union between the two Chiefs 
of Opposition, and on the sickly Offspring 
of their political Embrace, namely, the Mo¬ 
tions submitted to the House, he indulged 
in the keenest Sarcasms. 

Lord North’s Speech on that Night, was 
worthy a Statesman, who had been the Mi¬ 
nister of a great Empire. In a masterly 
Manner, without any Mixture of Passion, 
disdaining his usual Appeals to Ridicule, he 
reviewed consecutively all the Features of 
the Peace, and demonstrated the Vices or 
Errors interwoven throughout almost every 
Article of the three Treaties. While he was 
engaged in discussing one of the most se¬ 
rious Points of the Question under Exami¬ 
nation ; a Hog, which had taken Shelter, and 
concealed himself under the Table of the 
House of Commons, made his Escape, and 
ran directly across the Floor, setting up at 
the same Time a violent Howl. It oc¬ 
casioned a Burst of Laughter, and might 
have disconcerted an ordinary Man. But, 
He, who knew how to convert the most awk¬ 
ward Occurrences, to Purposes of Advan- 
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tage; having waited till the Roar which it 
produced, had subsided; and preserving all 
his Gravity, addressed the Chair. “ Sir,” 
said he to the Speaker, “ I have been iriter- 
“ rupted by a new Member; but, as he has 
“ concluded his Argument, 1 will now re- 
“ sume mine.” Governor Johnstone, with 
his characteristic Violence of Tone and Lan¬ 
guage, declaimed against various Stipula¬ 
tions or Cessions contained in the Ameri¬ 
can Treaty; which, he asserted, could only 
have been made by gross Ignorance, geo¬ 
graphical and political. Among others, 
having mentioned the Restitution of the two 
Floridas to Spain, he accused Ministers of 
an utter Unacquaintance with the Value, 
the Productions, or the naval and commer¬ 
cial Importance of those Provinces. “I 
“ was, myself,” added he, “ Governor of 
“ West Florida, and I know its Conse- 
“ quence. As to East Florida, it can boast 
“ of one of the finest Harbours on the Globe, 
“ infinitely superior to the Havannah; more 
“ capacious, more safe, and more healthy.” 
The Secretary of State, who sate opposite 
to him, expressing by his Looks and Ges¬ 
tures, the Astonishment which these Enco¬ 
miums excited, “ 1 perceive clearly,” ex- 
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claimed Johnstone, “ that the Right Honor- 
“ able Secretary is ignorant of the Existence 
“ of this Bay. I will tell him where it is 
“ situate, and how it is named. The Har- 
“ hour to which I allude, is that of Spirito 
“ Santo, or Tampa, situate on the Bay of 
“ Mexico. Its Possession would be inva- 

1 uable to Great Britain.” Townsend did 
not attempt to deny that he was uninformed 
upon the Subject; nor probably was there 
another Individual within the Walls of the 
House, except Johnstone, who possessed 
any accurate Knowledge of the Bay in 
Question. Similar Acts of ministerial Ig¬ 
norance are to be found in almost every 
Treaty between Nations. 

Fox neither distinctly avowed, nor still 
less did he deny his Junction with Lord 
North. “ That such an Alliance has ac- 
“ tually taken Place between us,” said he, 
in Reply to Dundas’s acrimonious Re¬ 
marks, “ I can by no means aver: but, if 
“ it should be formed, I see not any Ground 
“ for arraigning our Conduct, or stigmatiz¬ 
ing it as an unnatural Union. That I shall 
“ concur on this Night, with the Noble, Lord 
“ in the blue Ribband, is very certain. The 
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“ American War, and that only, constituted 
“ the Subject of Enmity between us. It is 
V now terminated, and with it has ceased 
‘‘ our Hostility.” Then, having contrasted 
the honorable, open, and manly Character 
of his new Ally, with the Evasions, Subter¬ 
fuges, and Insincerity, which he imputed to 
the actual First Minister; he endeavoured 
to justify himself from some of the Imputa¬ 
tions laid to his Charge by the Lord Advo¬ 
cate. Nor will I deny that in my Judgment, 
he exculpated himself fully on almost every 
Point. “ I never said,” replied he, “ that I 
“ had a Peace in my Pocket: Words falsely 
“ attributed to me. But I averred, that there 
“ were Persons empowered by America to 
“ treat of Peace, who had applied to the 
“ Duke of Richmond and Lord Keppel, by 
“ whom I was authorized to mention, it in 
“ this House. The learned Lord challenges 
“ me to produce the Peace that I had pro- 
“ jected to make, when I was Secretary of 
“ State. Will any of the King’s Ministers 
“ give me the same Defiance? I dare them 
“to do it. They know what it is:—for, 
“ they have it in the Foreign Office.. If, 
“on Inspection, it disproves my Asser- 
“ tion, let them take Advantage of it: and 
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“ let them hold me up to public Condem- 
“ nation, as a Man capable of advising 
“ my Sovereign, to make, if it be possible, 
“ a worse and a more ruinous Peace than 
“ the Treaties now on the Table.” To 
Dundas himself personally, Fox addressed 
some of his severest Animadversions. “ The 
“ learned Lord,” said he, “ informs us that 
“ he is always ready to support any Govern- 
“ ment, whose Principles he approves. I 
“ believe that he is sincere in his Assertion; 
“ and in Order that he may always be able 
“ to support Administration, he will take 
“ Care invariably to approve of their Prin- 
“ ciples, whatever they maybe, or whoever 
“ may become Ministers.” 

But, the Circumstance, which, above all 
rendered that Evening memorable, as well 
as entertaining, was the Altercation which 
arose between Sheridan and Pitt. It may 
be said to have originated with the former, 
who adverting to an antecedent Debate, dur¬ 
ing the Course of which, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had objected to the Produc¬ 
tion of a depending Treaty, on the Ground 
that such an Act had no Precedent on the 
Journals of Parliament; Sheridan treated 
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his Assertion with great Asperity, not un¬ 
accompanied with Ridicule. “ If,” said he, 
“ the Right Honorable Gentleman’s Youth 
“ and very early political Exaltation, had 
“ allowed him Time to look for Precedents, 
“ or to attain a Knowledge of the Journals, 
“ his Discretion might have imposed some 
“ Restraint on his Precipitation. He would 
“ not then have manifested so much Indig- 
“ nation at the Questions put to Ministers, 
“ and which it became their Duty to satisfy. 
“ These Pacts convince me that he is more 
“ of a practical, than an experienced Poli- 
“ tician.” Indignant at the Style and Lan¬ 
guage of Sheridan’s Reprehension, and per¬ 
haps hoping to crush at once an Adversary 
so galling, Pitt no sooner rose to address 
the House, than he directed all the Force 
of his Eloquence towards that Quarter. 
“ There is no Man, Sir,” said he, when com¬ 
mencing his Speech, “ who admires more 
“ than I do, the Abilities of that Honorable 
“ Member,” fixing his Eye oh Sheridan; 
“ the elegant Sallies of his Mind, the pleas- 
“ ing Effusions of his Fancy, his dramatic 
“ Turns, and his Epigrammatic Allusions. 
“ If they were only reserved for the proper 
“ Stage , they would no Doubt ensure, what 
T 
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“ his distinguished Talents always have ac- 

quired, the Plaudits of his Audience • and 
“ it would be his Recompence, sui Plausu 
“ gaudere Theatri. But, this Place is not 
“ the proper Scene for exhibiting such Ele- 
“ gances, and I must therefore call the At- 
“ tention of the House to more serious Con- 
“ siderations of public Importance.” 

If Pitt had pronounced this Animadver¬ 
sion, so pointed, classic, and personal, at the 
Close, not at the Commencement of his Dis¬ 
course, and had instantly sat down; pro¬ 
bably even Sheridan would have found him¬ 
self unequal to replying on the Instant, 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer might 
have obtained at least a temporary Triumph. 
But, the Length of Time that he remained 
on his Legs, gave his Opponent Leisure for 
meditating a proper Answer. Ordinary Indi¬ 
viduals would have sunk under the Reproof, 
or would have displayed more Resentment, 
than Wit or Composure. The Reference to 
his theatrical Occupations, was no Doubt 
illiberal, as well as calculated to oppress 
any, except a Man constituted like Sheridan. 
He, on the contrary, found in the Attack, 
Matter of Advantage over his Adversary 
and of Exaltation to himself. Rising as 
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soon as Pitt had finished, and having pre¬ 
faced with a few Words, under Pretence 
of Explanation, “With Regard,” said he, 
“ to the particular Species of Personality 
“ which has just been introduced, I need 
“ not comment on it. The House will have 
“appreciated its Taste, its Point, its Pro- 
“ priety. But, let me assure the Person 
“ who has had Recourse to it, that wlien- 
“ ever he may think proper to repeat such 
“ Allusions, I will meet them with perfect 
“ good Humour. Nay more,-—encouraged 
“ by the Encomiums bestowed on my Talents, 
“ should I ever again engage in the Occupa- 
“ tions to which he alludes, I may, by an 
“ Act of Presumption, attempt to improve 
“ on one of Ben Jonson’s best Characters, 
“ the Angry Boy in the Aidly mist T The 
Admiration excited by a Repartee so keen 
and so prompt, cannot easily be conceived. 
Pitt never returned a second Time to the 
Charge, mounted on the same Horse: but, 
a Degree of mutual Alienation seemed al¬ 
ways to subsist between him and Sheridan; 
founded on the Incompatibility of their Cha¬ 
racters, Tempers, and Humours. No two 
Men were indeed ever cast in more dissi¬ 
milar Moulds. On the respective Superio- 
t 2 
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rity of their intellectual Endowments, I shall 
not venture to decide, or to pronounce. Both 
were the Prodigies of their Day. 

Lee, the late Solicitor General, rising at a 
very advanced Hour of the Morning, as he 
was apt to do, exhausted his Vehemence, or 
rather, his JRage, on the First Minister 
whose Character, as well as his Administra¬ 
tion, and in particular, the Peace just con¬ 
cluded, which he denominated “ a Dismem- 
“ berment of the Empire, disgraceful, wicked, 
“ and treacherous,” he loaded with Epithets 
of Condemnation. On Lord North, as a 
Statesman of incorruptible Integrity, manly, 
and superior to Artifice or .Evasion of every 
Kind, he was as profuse in his Panegyrics, 
as he was indecorous and violent towards 
the Earl of Shelburne. Nor did Lee omit 
to express his Approbation of the Coalition , 
as a political Union, calculated to produce 
Benefits to the Country. During the whole 
Time that I sate in x Parliament I never was 
present at a Speech more personally abusive, 
or which would have better justified Inter¬ 
ruption. Kenyon, who was placed oppo¬ 
site to him on the Treasury Bench, and who 
was composed of as tough, as coarse, though 
not as boisterous Materials \ unable to sup- 
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port such a String of Invectives, without 
manifesting his Indignation, severely repre¬ 
hended his learned Friend, for “ the swag¬ 
gering Language” to which he had Recourse: 
strongly reprobating at the same Time, Lee’s 
Expressions relative to the First Lord of the 
Treasury. No Disposition being however 
shewn to retract, or even to modify them, 
Rigby interposed with an Apology for Lee, 
as being a young Member. Like his Friend 
Dundas, Rigby spoke and voted on that 
Night, with Ministry: but, since his Dis¬ 
mission from the Pay-Office, he seemed to 
have lost much of the imposing Manner and 
Style of speaking, which formerly charac¬ 
terized him when addressing the House. 
Great Anxiety and Agitation pervaded the- 
ministerial Benches, when at length the Di¬ 
vision took Place. As no accurate Opinion 
could be formed previous to the Conclusion 
of the Debate, on which Side the Members 
would preponderate, the Result, when, an¬ 
nounced from the Chair, excited as much 
Exultation among the Adherents of Lord 
North and Fox, as it spread Dismay through 
the Ranks of Administration. 

I composed one of the Majority, on that 
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memorable Occasion. But I owe it never¬ 
theless to Truth and to Candour, which are 
the only Guides or Principles that I recog¬ 
nize, to acknowledge, that when I consider 
the Articles of the Peace concluded by 
Lord Shelburne, after the Lapse of thirty 
Years, 1 am inclined to view it through a 
much more favourable Medium, than I did 
at the Time. Unquestionably, of the three 
Treaties, namely, those signed with France , 
Spain , and America; —for, with Holland no 
definitive Convention had been arranged;— 
the American Treaty was much the most 
humiliating, as well as injurious, to Great 
Britain. Besides the unconditional Recog¬ 
nition of the Independence of the Colonies, 
and the Cession of so many fortified Places, 
which it is difficult to suppose that the Ame¬ 
ricans could ever have taken from us by 
Force of Arms; our abandoning the Loy¬ 
alists seemed, in the Estimation of People 
the ; most dispassionate, to affix a Degree of 
Degradation and Dishonour on the Nation 
itself. To Spain we likewise ceded East 
Florida, in addition to West Florida and 
Minorca, of both which, that Power had al¬ 
ready obtained Possession. But, in Recom- 
pence for these Sacrifices, it must be remem- 
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bered, that France restored to us all our 
captured Islands in the West Indies, with 
the single Exception of Tobago; while we. 
possessed nothing to offer her in return, ex¬ 
cept the Restitution of St. Lucie. The Sti¬ 
pulations made respecting our Possessions 
in the East Indies; those concluded relative 
to the Gum Trade, carried on along the 
Coast of Africa; and the Articles regulat¬ 
ing the Right of Fishery on the Banks of 
Newfoundland;—if not favourable or ad¬ 
vantageous in themselves, might yet have 
been signed between two Crowns treating 
nearly on equal Terms. Nor, when we 
consider the exhausted State of England at 
the Close of the American War, could they 
justly be regarded as unbecoming us to con¬ 
cede, in order to dissolve the formidable 
Combination then leagued against this Coun¬ 
try, which was sustained by the armed Neu¬ 
trality of the Baltic Powers. 

While, however, I thus readily admit 
Lord Shelburne’s Title to national Appro¬ 
bation, if not Gratitude, for the Peace of 
January* 1783, though I voted against it, as 
a Member of the House of Commons; 1 
must maintain, and I trust satisfactorily to 
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prove, that if Lord North, instead of going 
out, as he did, in March, 1782, had remained 
in Office ten Months longer, he would have 
concluded at least as advantageous, if not a 
more beneficial Treaty. We shall in fact 
find, on examining the Subject* that Lord 
North either adopted or laid down all the 
Foundations, on which his Successor in 
Office reared that Superstructure. In other 
Words, we must be compelled to perceive^ 
that Lord Shelburne only used the Materials 
left or provided him by his Predecessor* 
The Peace rested on seven distinct Grounds 
or Principles, of which the first was the Re- 
f* cognition of American Independence. But, 
Lord North manifested a much greater Rea¬ 
diness to obey the Wishes of the House of 
Commons on that leading Point, than was 
afterwards shewn by Lord Shelburne, who 
did not yield, till he was out-voted in the 
Cabinet: whereas Lord North, after Gene¬ 
ral Conway’s successful Motion of the 22d 
of February, declaring “ the Attempt to re- 
“ duce the Colonies to Obedience by Force, 
“ impracticable,” immediately took Mea¬ 
sures for the Purpose. On the 5th of March, 
a Fortnight before he laid down his Power, 
Wallace, then Attorney-General, moved in 
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his Place, for leave to bring in a Bill, “ to. 
“ enable His Majesty to conclude a Truce or 
“ Peace with the revolted Colonies in Ame- 
“ rica.” Fox affected to treat it with Deri¬ 
sion, because he feared, its Operation on 
Parliament, and on the public Mind, might 
prolong the Existence of an Administration 
which he had so nearly run down: but, no 
impartial Man questioned the First Minis^ 
ter’s Sincerity; and the Victory of Congress 
in compelling Lord North, who had so long 
made War on them, to treat with America as 
a Sovereign Power, would have been more 
gratifying to the States, than the same Tri¬ 
umph obtained over any other Minister of 
Great Britain. 

The second Cause that produced Peace, 
was Sir George Rodney’s Victory over de 
Grasse; which Event at once overturning 
all the Plans of Vergennes in the West In¬ 
dies, secured Jamaica from any further At¬ 
tack on the Part of France. Of this splen¬ 
did Victory, though Fox reaped all the 
Benefit, Lord North and Lord Sandwich 
had unquestionably the whole Merit. We 
may even safely assert or assume, that if 
the Rockingham Administration had forced 



282 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1783 . 


their way into Office three Months earlier 
than they did; the Action of the 12th of 
April, 1782, would never have taken Place, 
or might have had a very different Termina¬ 
tion. It is not pretended that Pigot pos¬ 
sessed any other Merit than his Connexion 
with Fox, cemented at Brookes’s, over the 
Faro Table. The Measure itself, of send¬ 
ing him out to deprive Rodney of the Com¬ 
mand, excited just, as well as general Indig¬ 
nation : nor did he perform a single Act of 
Energy after his Arrival, which could have 
accelerated or facilitated the Negotiations of 
Peace; though Fox admitted in the House 
of Commons, during the Debate of the 21st 
February, 1782, that he was at the Head 
of a Fleet superior to the Enemy, and ade¬ 
quate to every offensive or defensive Opera¬ 
tion. Eliott’s Destruction of the Spanish 
Gun-boats before Gibraltar, on the 13th Sep¬ 
tember ; by overwhelming all the Projects 
of Charles the Third for the Reduction of 
that Fortress, laid the third Foundation of 
the Treaty, as it disposed the Cabinet of 
Madrid to terminate the War. Happily, 
Fox did not recall Eliott, as he had done 
Rodney, nor send Burgoyne to supersede 
him. Lord Howe’s most able Manoeuvres^ 
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in supplying Gibraltar with Stores of every 
kind, notwithstanding the combined Oppo¬ 
sition of France and Spain, formed the fourth 
Groundwork of the Peace. In the Nomi¬ 
nation of that great Naval Officer to the 
Command of the Fleet, and in that Measure 
solely, had Lord Shelburne any Participa¬ 
tion or Share, as contributing to terminate 
the Contest. Nor would it be candid to 
deprive him of the Merit which he may 
thereby claim : but, neither ought we to for¬ 
get that Admiral Darby had effected the 
same Service in the preceding Year, under 
Lord North’s Administration, and had re¬ 
lieved Gibraltar, in Defiance of nearly simi¬ 
lar Impediments. 

The three last Foundations of general Pa¬ 
cification, were laid in the East; where, as 
early as 1778, Lord North had ably antici¬ 
pated the French Machinations, by getting 
Possession of Pondicherry. Of these lead¬ 
ing Causes, the most essential, perhaps, may 
be deemed the separate Peace made with 
the Mharattas; a Measure exclusively due 
to that First Minister, who in the Spring of 
the Year 1781, sent out Mr. Macpherson, 
(since Governor General of Bengal, and 
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created a Baronet,) as a Member of the Su¬ 
preme Council. I know that his secret In¬ 
structions were, to endeavour by every Exer¬ 
tion in his Power, and even if necessary, by 
making considerable Sacrifices, to terminate 
the Mharatta War. In Compliance with 
those Directions, on his Arrival at Madras 
in October, 1781, without waiting to consult 
Hastings, who was then at a Distance from 
Calcutta; Mr. Macpherson, together with 
Lord Macartney, Sir Edward Hughes, and 
the Nabob of Arcot, Mahommed Ally, act¬ 
ing together in Concert, addressed Letters 
jointly to the Peshwah, at Poonah, expres¬ 
sing to him, in the Name of the Sovereign 
and Ministry of England, their sincere and 
ardent Inclination to Peace. It followed in 
a very short Space of Time, and flowed im¬ 
mediately from this Source. Lord Sand¬ 
wich, who sent out Sir Edward Hughes to 
command the British Fleet in the East In¬ 
dies, may claim the principal or exclusive 
Merit, of having laid the sixth Basis of the 
Pacification of January, 1783. For, though 
that Naval Commander did not vanquish 
Suflfrein, as Rodney defeated de Grasse, yet 
he repulsed the French Admiral, when we 
were inferior to him in Number of Ships 
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disabled the Enemy’s Vessels, and finally 
compelled him to postpone his Projects of 
Co-operation with Hyder Ally ; thus pro¬ 
tracting the Contest, till Intelligence of a ge¬ 
neral Pacification reached India. 

The last Groundwork of Peace, was due 
to Hastings, acting as Governor General of 
Bengal, in Conjunction with the Supreme 
Council; for the Promptitude with which, 
after Hyder’s successful Irruption into the 
Carnatic in 1780, they dispatched Sir Eyre 
Coote with military and pecuniary Supplies, 
to the Aid of that nearly subverted Presi¬ 
dency. He first arrested the Progress of 
the Sultan of Mysore, and finally compelled 
him to retreat across the Mountains of the 
Ghauts, into his own Dominions. The vast 
Fabrick of British Power in the East, ori¬ 
ginally convulsed by the Errors or Incapa¬ 
city of the Bombay Government, degraded 
by Rumbold’s Mal-Administration, and per¬ 
haps exposed to Hazard by Hastings’s Plans 
of Ambition or Aggrandizement; was ulti¬ 
mately preserved and strengthened. When 
we fairly examine and appreciate these 
Facts, we shall see that though Lord Shel¬ 
burne signed, or rather concluded the Peace 
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of 1783, yet Lord North’s Administration 
made it. In Fact, though no Minister, how¬ 
ever able or popular, could have longer 
prosecuted the War for subjugating the Co¬ 
lonies, after near seven Years of a ruinous 
and disgraceful Contest; any Minister, how¬ 
ever moderately endowed with Talents, hav¬ 
ing in his Hands the Means 'possessed by 
Lord Shelburne, might have terminated the 
Struggle with our European Enemies, on 
making the Recognition of American Inde¬ 
pendence. Unquestionably Lord Shelburne 
obtained from the French Government, great 
Restitutions in the West Indies: but, the 
Enemy kept Possession of Tobago, and we 
restored St. Lucie; which last Island, con 1 
sidered as a military Post, was inestimable 
to France. Powis’s Declaration on this 
great national Subject, which he made in his 
Place, when addressing the House, on the 
21st of February, 1783; has always ap¬ 
peared to me to comprize in it, every Thing 
that can be said with Justice, either for, or 
against the Peace in Question. His Words 
were nearly these: “ With Respect to the 
“ Treaties just concluded, I have already 
“ admitted that there are Parts of them, 
“which I wish, not to have seen. But, 
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“ nevertheless, such is the Condition of the 
“ Country, such the. State of our Finances, 

“ and so powerful is the Confederacy united 
“ against us, that I am ready to accept the 
“ Peace, such as it is, and to say that it de- 
“ serves Parliamentary Approbation.” Few 
Members of that Assembly, united to a 
sound Judgment, so much Impartiality and 
public Principle, as distinguished Mr. Powis. 

Spain reaped the principal Benefit of the 
Treaty; as, in Addition to Minorca, she re¬ 
tained or acquired the two Floridas : these 
Advantages were however dearly purchased 
by her severe Losses before Gibraltar, in 
Men, Money, and Ships. Louis the Six¬ 
teenth, besides Goree and Senegal on the 
Coast of Africa, which Possessions rendered 
him Master of the Gum Trade; recovered 
the Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, si¬ 
tuate in the River St. Laurence. Pondi¬ 
cherry, together with the French Factories 
throughout Hindostan, were likewise re¬ 
stored by us : but, Holland, in Recompence 
for her unwise, as well as unjust Aggres¬ 
sion lost Negapatam, her only Settlement 
of Importance on the Coast of Coroman¬ 
del. America triumphed in the Contest; 
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and the greatest Statesmen whom England 
had produced, though they concurred in 
scarcely any other political Opinion, yet 
agreed on the Point, that with the Defalca¬ 
tion of the thirteen Colonies from-the Crown, 
the Glory and Greatness of Britain were per¬ 
manently extinguished. This Sentiment per¬ 
vaded Lord Chatham’s last Speech, pro¬ 
nounced on the 7th of April, 1778. “I will 
“ never consent,” exclaimed he, “ to deprive 
“ the Royal Offspring of the House of 
“ Brunswic, the Heirs of the Princess So¬ 
phia, of their fairest Inheritance. Where 
“ is the Man who will dare to advise such a 
“ Measure?” He considered it as a Con¬ 
summation pregnant with the greatest na¬ 
tional Misfortunes. Lord Shelburne even 
surpassed him in Expressions of Despair, at 
contemplating the Consequences inevitably 
resulting, as he conceived, from the Loss of 
America. Not once, but, many Times, he 
repeated this Sentiment, in the House of 
Peers, previous, as well as subsequent to, 
his becoming First Minister. On the 10th 
of July, 1782, when constituted first Lord 
of the Treasury, he declared that “ when- 
“ ever the British Parliament should re- 
“ cognize the Sovereignty of the thirteen 
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“ Colonies, the Sun of England’s Glory was 
“-for ever set.—He looked for a Spark at 
“ least to be left, which might light us up 
“ in Time to a new Day. But, if Indepen* 
“ dence were once conceded, if Parliament 
“ considered that Measure to be advisable, 
“ he foresaw in his own Mind that England 
“ was undone.” It seemed impossible to 
clothe his Ideas of Despair; in stronger 
or more energetic Language. Lord George 
Germain entertained, as I know, similar Ap¬ 
prehensions. Speaking in the House of 
Commons, on the 12th December, 1781, he 
maintained, as a Position admitting of no 
Doubt, that “ from the Instant when Arae- 
“ rican Independence should be acknow- 
“ ledged, the British Empire was ruined.” 
I heard Dunning make almost the same De¬ 
claration, on that very Night. Although* he 
spoke and voted with Opposition, yet he 
concurred with the Colonial Secretary in 
Opinion, that the Ruin of the ? Country 
would be accomplished, whenever America 
should be recognized as independent. Here 
we have four Individuals, all distinguished 
by;pre-eminent Talents, denouncing national 
Ruin, as inseparable from, the Loss of Amer. 
rica. The > same. Sentiment :had impressed 
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all Classes of Men throughout the Country. 
How are we to account for the Non-fulfil¬ 
ment of these Predictions ? How was the 
threatened Calamity averted ; and by what 
Measures was Great Britain, after losing 
thirteen Colonies, rendered more formida¬ 
ble, wealthy, commercial, and great, than 
before her Misfortunes ? Three Causes ap¬ 
pear to me to have principally produced so 
extraordinary a Phenomenon, which has no 
Parallel in the History of Nations. 

The first and leading Cause was, the Pre¬ 
servation of the British Constitution. Lord 
North, though he lost Armies, commercial 
Fleets, Garrisons, Islands, and Provinces; 
yet defended and preserved the Palladium 
of Civil Liberty. He transmitted to Lord 
Rockingham, in March, 1782, as he had re¬ 
ceived from the JDuke of Grafton, in Janua¬ 
ry, 1770, that invaluable Possession, invio¬ 
late. No Minister of George the Third 
more highly estimated its Blessings, or held 
its Preservation nearer his Heart. When, 
on the 21st of February, 1783, Sir Cecil 
Wray, then Member for Westminster, ac¬ 
cused him of blindly maintaining the Prero¬ 
gative of the Crown on all Occasions; he 
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justified himself, in Language equally digni¬ 
fied and convincing, from the Imputation. 
I was present, and heard him. “ I do liot 
“ know, nor can I conceive,” said Lord 
North, “ on what Premises, the Honorable 
“ Member forms his logical Conclusion. 1 
“ certainly have frequently asserted, and I 
“ have uniformly maintained, the Prerogative 
“ of Parliament to bind and legislate for those 
“ Colonies, which were then united to Great 
“ Britain, by every Bond of Duty and Obe- 
“ dience. But, I defy him, or any Man, to 
“ specify a single Instance in which I ever at- 
“ tributed to the Crown , any other Preroga- 
“ tive than is vested in it by our Constitution; 
“ or than a King of this Country is acknow- 
“ ledged to possess by every sound Whig, 
“ and by all those Authors who have written 
“ on the Side of Freedom. I never did, nor 
“ ever wished to extend the Power of that 
“ Branch of the Legislature, one Inch be- 
“ yond the Limits prescribed to it by Law. 
u And however loudly Clamour has been 
“ raised against me, as a Minister who de- 
“ sired to govern only by the Influence of 
“ the Crown, I trust, the Charge has been 
“ already found wholly untrue.” Our Obli¬ 
gations to him are great and indelible: for, 
U 2 
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never perhaps did any Minister surmount 
more severe Attacks than he endured. The 
Losses and Disgraces of the American War, 
followed by heavy annual Loans, gave rise 
to Meetings and Associations, whose pro¬ 
fessed Object was not only a Change of Ad¬ 
ministration, but, to effect Reforms and Al¬ 
terations in the parliamentary Representa¬ 
tion. These ' Convocations of Freeholders, 
which began in the County of York, towards 
the End of 1779, soon spread over the,King¬ 
dom, and .were adopted in the Capital, at an 
early Period of the Year 1780. 

Their Resolutions, patriotic in Profession, 
and perhaps in their Intention, were not the 
less revolutionary in Practice. Like the Clubs 
at Paris in 1790, they immediately appointed 
Corresponding Committees , whose Duty it 
was to.prepare Plans of Association for. ame¬ 
liorating the Constitution. Men of the highest 
Rank, of the largest Property, and of the 
most unsullied Character, carried along by 
the Torrent, and impatient to overturn the 
Ministry, lent themselves to the Accomplish¬ 
ment of this Work. As early as February, 
1780, Sir George Savile, when presenting 
in the House of Commons,, the York Peti¬ 
tion, accompanied it with Language such as 
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Ireton or Fleetwood might have used, when 
addressing the Rump Parliament in 1652 
Language calculated, to intimidate, and ap¬ 
pealing obviously to external Interference. 
These Menaces were outdone by Sir James 
Lowther, in April of the same Year, on 
bringing up the Petition from Cumberland. 
He, whom “ Junius” denominates “ the lit- 
“ tie contemptible Tyrant'of the North,” 
threatened in his Place, that if “ the Griev- 
“ ances enumerated were not redressed, the 
“ Subscribers would withhold, the Taxes 
thus attempting to overawe the Legislative 
Body whom he addressed. . Fox, as might 
well be imagined, far exceeded his Adhe¬ 
rents, in the Violence of his Appeal to the 
People. On the 6th of April, 1780, the Cor¬ 
responding Committee having convened the 
Inhabitants of Westminster, in Palace Yard, 
Fox read, and commented on the Report 
presented by that Committee; while the 
Dukes of Devonshire and of Portland were 
present at his Side: but the Marquis of 
Rockingham absented himself. Govern¬ 
ment having very. properly ordered out a 
Body of the Military Force, for the Protec¬ 
tion of Parliament, and Suppression of Tu¬ 
mult or Violence; Fox proceeded so far as 
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to declare in the House of Commons, that 
“ if Soldiers were thus let loose on the con- 
“ stitutional Assemblages of the People, all 
“ who attended them, must go armed.” The 
Cardinal de Retz, when conducting the Pa¬ 
risian Populace, and attempting to overturn 
the First Minister, of that Day, held and 
practised precisely the same Doctrine. So 
would Mirabeau have done in our Time; or 
Sir Francis Burdett, and Horne Tooke. 

Even previous to the actual Commence¬ 
ment of the American War, as early as 1774, 
Attempts were made by the Enemies of Go¬ 
vernment, to excite the Shipwrights and 
other Artificers in the royal Dock Yards, to 
associate , to remonstrate , and in Fact to as¬ 
sume a deliberative public Character. I was 
present in the House of Commons, when Sir 
Hugh Palliser related and detailed this curi¬ 
ous Fact, respecting which, no Man could 
speak with more Accuracy, as he presided 
at the Navy Board when the Transaction 
took Place. Mr. Minchin, Member for Oakr 
hampton, a Gentleman whom I very parti¬ 
cularly knew, having brought forward a 
Discussion relative to the Condition of the 
Navy, in the Month of March, 1781, with a 
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View to criminate Lord Sandwich, then first 
Lord of the Admiralty; Sir Hugh, in Justi- 
fication of that Nobleman, stated broadly, 
that “ the Enemies of the Country had 
found Means to frustrate his Plans for re- 
“ gulating the Dock Yards, on new Princi- 
“ pies of great public Utility.” In Fact; the 
Workmen were secretly instigated to In¬ 
subordination. “ Associations ,” Palliser de¬ 
clared, “ were formed among them. Re- 
“ monstrances, clothed under the Name of 
“ Petitions, were transmitted to the Navy 
“ Board; Committees were appointed. Nay, 
“ Deputies or Delegates were sent up to 
“ London, empowered by their Constituents 
“ to treat with the Commissioners of the 
“ Navy, in the Nature of a Congress Not¬ 
withstanding the Laughter which the Word 
Congress produced from both Sides of the 
Assembly, when it was pronounced; yet, 
Burke, anxious to efface the Impression 
made by the Narrative of Palliser, endea¬ 
voured to render it ridiculous ; and justified 
particularly the Associations formed, as 
well as the Petitions presented; which were, 
he said,, intended for preventing the lavish 
Expenditure of the public Money. But, 
Bamber Gascoyne instantly stood forward 
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to protect, his. Friend, Sir Hugh. Gascoyne, 
with whom I was well acquainted, repre¬ 
sented at that Time.the Borough of Truro, 
and had besides a Seat at the Admiralty 
Board. He possessed .a clear and sound 
Understanding, with a most convivial Dis¬ 
position; though nof a .very cultivated Mind, 
nor highly polished Manners.. Rough, frank, 
and manly, he was not intimidated by 
Burke’s Eloquence. In Terms the most 
positive, he confirmed Palliser’s Account .of 
the Delegates; adding, that “ the whole 
“ Mischief was effected by the Enemies of 
“ England, whether foreign or domestic, he 
“ would not assert; who stimulated the in- 
“ ferior Orders of People to associate , to 
“ form Committees of Correspondence , .: and 
“ to throw the Nation into a Ferment.” In¬ 
dignant at such a Charge, which involved 
himself and all the Opposition Leaders, in 
the Guilt of Acts approaching to Treason, 
Burke, starting up, called Mr. Gascoyne to 
Order: but, He, appealing to the Chair 
against the Interruption, Burke; scarcely 
under the Dominion of Reaspn, exclaimed; 
that “ if the Honorable Gentleman pro- 
“ ceeded any further, in accusing that Side 
“ of the House with such nefarious Proceed- 
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“ ings, he would move to have the Words 
“ taken down.” Far. from being terrified at 
this Menace, or affected by the Cries ut¬ 
tered from the Opposition Benches, of “ Take 
“ down ! Take down !” Gascoyne, with per¬ 
fect Calmness assured the House, that ho 
Clamour would deter him from performing 
his Duty. He then repeated verbatim his 
preceding Words; declaring, that if any 
Gentleman now wished to have them taken 
down, he would assist him by pronouncing 
them distinctly a third Time. But, not an 
Individual rose, and Gascoyne was permit¬ 
ted to continue his Speech without further 
Molestation. Yet, Fox was present at this 
Scene, the Particulars of which I relate as 
they passed under my own'Ryes. 

How subversive of the Constitution, and 
how destructive of all Subordination to Go¬ 
vernment, were Fox’s avowed Opinions, 
while he was in Opposition, on the Right of 
the People to appoint Delegates, and thereby 
to dictate their Pleasure to Parliament; 
was apparent from his Speeches or Declara¬ 
tions on various Occasions. I recollect one 
in particular, that I witnessed, the Impres¬ 
sion of which will not easily be erased from 
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my Mind. On the 2d of April, 1781, Mr. 
Duncombe, one of the two Representatives 
for the County of York, having, in the Ab¬ 
sence of Sir George Savile, presented a Pe¬ 
tition to the House of Commons, from seve¬ 
ral associated Counties , signed by certain 
Freeholders whom he denominated Dele¬ 
gates; Daniel Parker Coke, (the Andrew 
Marvel of that Time,) strenuously opposed 
its Reception. He approved indeed highly, 
he said, the Object of the Petition, and 
would support it: but, not the Nomination 
of Delegates, whom he considered to be al¬ 
together unconstitutional, as well as dan¬ 
gerous. In this Sentiment he was sustained 
by Powis, Member for the County of North¬ 
ampton. Dunning, on the other Hand, 
whose Law always appeared to me to be 
under the Controul of his Politics; and 
who did not then foresee how soon he should 
be translated to the upper House of Parlia¬ 
ment, as well as to a Place in the Cabinet, 
and to the Chancellorship of the Duchy of 
Lancaster; undertook to defend the legal or 
constitutional Right of the Subject to no¬ 
minate Delegates. But, Fox rising in his 
Place, far exceeded him in Boldness of Af¬ 
firmation, and in Violence of Language. 
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“ I will not sit here, Mr. Speaker,” exclaim¬ 
ed lie; “ and hear the Assertion, that it is 
“ unconstitutional or illegal to appoint De - 
“ legates; or that those Delegates so named, 
“ should petition Parliament. I consider it 
“ on the contrary, not merely as a correct 
“ and authorized, but, as a laudable Mea- 
“ sure, in the present Condition and Cir- 
“ cumstances of this Country. By what 
“ Law is it declared to be unconstitutional, 
“ for the People of England to name Dele- 
“ gates who shall reside in London , and 
“ watch over the Conduct of their Represen- 
“ tatives? And who shall presume to im- 
“ pede those Delegates so constituted, from 
“ petitioning Parliament in loyal and res pec t- 
“ ful Terms ? Do they lose the Privilege of 
“ a Freeholder, because they assume the 
“ Title of a Delegate?—Certainly not. I 
“ should have been ready to sign the Peti- 
“ tion now brought up, in my delegated 
Capacity; and 1 would have defended it 
“ in my representative Character, within the 
“ Walls of this House, as a faithful Repre- 
“ sentative of the People.” Whether such 
Opinions are patriotic, or factious; whether 
they can be maintained and acted upon, 
without inevitably producing Confusion; 
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whether auy Mari can assume two public 
Characters of a political Description, the 
Duties of which may be incompatible and 
contradictoryare Questions which must 
be left to every Person’s Decision. These 
Principles appear to me to be, not merely 
Democratic. or Republican, but, subversive 
of all good.Government: fit only for the Ja¬ 
cobins of France iii the Beginning of the 
Revolution; or for the modern Reformers, 
the Watsons, the Thistlewoods, the Bran- 
dreths, and the other Advocates of Insurrec¬ 
tion, who wish to overturn the present Order 
of Things. Fox, indeed, was wholly guilt¬ 
less, I am persuaded, of any such Intention. 
His only Aim was, by Means of this Scaf¬ 
folding, to drive Lord North from Power, 
to force his. own way into the Closet, and 
to compel the King to change his Admi¬ 
nistration. But, his Ambition, unlike that 
of Pitt,* was not under the Controul of 
Judgment, Self-command, and Moderation. 
George the Third very properly availed him¬ 
self of Fox’s Errors, to expel him from the 
Cabinet, which he twice entered by Storm. 

Nor were these Delegates the only Ad¬ 
versaries with whom Lord North had to. 
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contend, when defending the Constitution. 

“ The coldest Bodies,” says Junius, “warm 
“ with.Opposition; the hardest sparkle in 
“ Collision.” Burke, who, ten Years later, 
drew forth his powerful Artillery in Defence 
of Monarchy, lent himself too much,' at this 
Period of his political Life, it must reluc¬ 
tantly be owned, to the Machinations of 
Party. Many of his parliamentary. Speeches 
between 1779 and 1782, breathe the Spirit 
of Faction, blended with Intemperance of 
Language, sometimes descending, even to 
Invective. Dunning, though brought up to 
the Bar, and possessed of an ample Fortune 
acquired by his Profession; yet levelled a 
vital Blow at the Constitution of his Coun¬ 
try, when, on the 24th of April, 1780, he 
moved in the House of Commons, .“not to 
“ dissolve Parliament, or to prorogue the 
“ Session, till , proper Measures should be 
“ adopted for diminishing the Influence of 
“ the Crown, and correcting the other Evils 
“ complained of in the Petitions.” Algernon 
Sydney, or General Ludlow, the most de¬ 
termined Republicans , of the seventeenth 
Century, could not have made a Proposition 
more subversive in its Results, of monar¬ 
chical Government. It is obvious that if 
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such a Resolution had passed, the King 
would have stood in the Situation of Charles 
the First in 1641; as the Parliament would 
have been placed in the very Position of the 
House of Commons, at that awful Period of 
our History. Happily, Dunning’s Motion 
was rejected by a Majority of fifty-one Votes, 
in a very full House. Fox, irritated to the 
most violent Degree, at the Subversion of his 
Hopes to drive Lord North from Power, at¬ 
tributed his Disappointment, to the Opera¬ 
tion of ministerial Corruption among the 
Members who voted on the Occasion. It 
unquestionably resulted however from the 
Alarm excited among the moderate, inde¬ 
pendent Part of the Assembly; who desired, 
indeed, to limit and to reform, but, not 
to annihilate, the Power of the Crown. No 
Man can doubt, that if the Prerogative of 
Prorogation and of Dissolution had been 
taken from the Sovereign, till every alleged 
Grievance had been-redressed, the Consti¬ 
tution must have been from that Moment 
subverted ; and a Renewal of the Calamities 
of Charles the First's Reign, must almost 
inevitably have followed. To Lord North, 
therefore, sustained by the King’s Firmness 
of Character, we owe our Preservation from 
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all the Evils of a Republican, if not a revo¬ 
lutionary, Form of Government. Since 1688, 
down to the Year 1792, when we were 
menaced with the still greater Horrors of 
French Fraternization, it may be safely as¬ 
serted that the British Constitution never in¬ 
curred so imminent a Danger of Subversion, 
asinl780. 

To Mr. Pitt we are indebted for the 
second leading Cause or Principle of our 
national Resuscitation and Recovery, after 
losing America. His Institution of the Sink¬ 
ing Fund of a Million Sterling, in the 
Spring of 1786, by its beneficial Operation 
on the public Credit, Commerce, and Fi¬ 
nances, might be said to revivify the State, 
and still continues to dispense with aug¬ 
menting Powers, its salutary Influence. 
The third Source of our Prosperity came 
from the East, where, without'a Metaphor, 
the Sun of Britain rose,. as it set in the 
West. Since 1783, our Acquisitions and 
Possessions in that Portion of the Globe, 
have been perpetually in a State of Progres¬ 
sion. All our Losses on the Delaware and 
on the Chesapeake, have been more than 
compensated by our Conquests on the 
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Ganges, or on the Coasts of Coromandel 
and Malabar. The Augmentations of Ter¬ 
ritory in Oude, as well as in Corah and 
Dooab, including Dehli itself, the Metro¬ 
polis of the Mogul Princes;—the Seizure of 
the Carnaticthe Dissolution of the Mysore 
Monarchy in the Person of Tippoo Sultan;— 
the Reduction of Ceylon, of the. Cape of 
Good Hope, and of the Island of Mauritius, 
not to mention many inferior Objects of At¬ 
tention ;—these prodigious Accumulations of 
Commerce, Power, and Wealth, have ob¬ 
literated almost the Recollections of the 
American Struggle, and have closed all the 
Wounds caused by that unfortunate War. 
An annual Revenue of more than fifteen 
Millions Sterling, raised in India, payable, 
notin Paper, but in Specie; together with 
the Trade of the East, continually poured 
into our Harbours; have enabled us, after 
contending for nearly twenty Years with the 
Power of France, successively wielded by 
Robespierre and by Bonaparte, to terminate 
the Conflict in the most triumphant Manner. 
I return to the Progress of public Affairs. 

However readily I admit that the Treaty 
of,1783, may be entitled to national Ap- 
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proval, yet the Members of that Administra¬ 
tion, at the Head of which Lord North had 
so long presided, might, nevertheless, be 
fully justified in severely arraigning a Peace, 
which relinquished to America almost every 
Point or Object, for the Maintenance of 
which they had contended, from 1775, down 
to 1782; They might justly feel indignant 
at the Dereliction of the Loyalists; at the 
Evacuation of New York and Charles 
Town; and at the Sacrifice, of immense 
Tracts of Territory, extending through near 
twenty Degrees of Latitude, ;and as many 
of Longitude; including Indian Nations our 
Allies, and containing incalculable commer¬ 
cial Advantages. When Lord Sackville and 
Lord Stormont, in the House of Peers, com¬ 
pared such a Treaty with past Periods of 
our History; when they accused the Mi¬ 
nistry of doing Acts more culpable, than 
even Lord Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke 
had committed at Utrecht; they might at 
least be considered as speaking with Con¬ 
sistency, and in Conformity to their avowed 
Principles. But, I own that it seems more 
difficult to conceive, and to explain, upon 
what Ground Fox could justly reprobate 
such Preliminaries. He had loudly and re- 
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peatedly declaimed, for successive Years, 
on the indispensable Necessity of obtaining 
almost any Peace, however comparatively 
bad it might be, as imperiously demanded 
by the fallen Condition of Great Britain. 

I perfectly remember, as early as the Be¬ 
ginning of the Month of March, 1781, when 
during a Debate relative to the Loan con¬ 
cluded by Lord North, the Prospect of 
Peace being incidently mentioned as a pro¬ 
bable Event, Pox eagerly seized the Occa¬ 
sion to declare that “ He was ready to sup¬ 
port almost any Terms that the Enemy 
would offer for a general Peace: meaning 
thereby to include France, Spain, and Hol¬ 
land, as well as America.” He added, that 
“while the national Concerns were con- 
“ ducted by the Ministers of that Period, no 
“ Peace could be bad” Yet he declaimed, 
if possible, with more Vehemence and As¬ 
perity against the Earl of Shelburne, than 
he had done against Lord North. He, who 
considering the Americans as originally jus¬ 
tified in resisting the Mother Country, had 
often undertaken their Defence in the House 
of Commons; while he always stigmatized 
the Loyalists with every opprobrious or con- 
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temptuous Epithet. He, whom I had, my¬ 
self, heard declare from the same Side of the 
House, not twelve Months before, on the 
fifth Day of March, 1782, that “ whenever 
“ he should enter into any Terms with 
“ an Individual of Lord North’s Cabinet, 
“ he would rest satisfied to be called the 
“ most infamous of Mankind.” Adding, 
that “ he never could nourish the Idea of 
“ coalescing with Ministers, who had proved 
“ themselves devoid of Honour and Ho- 
“ nesty; as, in the Hands of such Men, he 
“ would not for a Moment entrust his own 
“ Honour.” To varnish over, therefore, so 
complete a Change of Language, Sentiments, 
and System, required all those Talents, that 
bold Eloquence, and Disregard of, or Supe¬ 
riority to, public Opinion, which met in Him. 
I never indeed regarded him as animated by 
any other Motives, in his Opposition to the 
Peace of 1783, than Ambition and Desire of 
Power. Personally odious to the King, as 
he well knew himself to be, on Account of 
his private Irregularities, not less than from 
the Line of political Action which he had 
embraced during many Years; he beheld no 
Mode or Chance of speedily entering the 
Cabinet, except by uniting at once with 
x 2 
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Lord North. Those Persons who think 
that Abilities such as his, ought not to have 
been lost to his Country, or excluded from 
the Councils of the Crown; will however 
see Cause probably, to justify in some De¬ 
gree, his Sacrifice of political Principle, to 
an over-ruling Necessity. But, it became 
apparent by the Events that soon followed 
the Coalition of 1783, how different a Sen¬ 
tence the Majority of the Nation passed on 
that memorable Union. The People beheld 
in it, a complete Renunciation of every 
Object for which Fox had affected to con¬ 
tend ; and they regarded, not merely with 
Indifference, but, with Satisfaction, his sub¬ 
sequent Expulsion from Office. 

Lord North’s Junction with the Party 
which had so long opposed him, has always 
appeared to me to admit of much more Pal¬ 
liation in every Point of View, than the 
Conduct of Fox and his Adherents. The 
former Nobleman, by no means in very 
affluent Circumstances, encumbered with a 
numerous Family, saw himself proscribed 
and excluded from the Cabinet, for having 
unsuccessfully maintained the Prerogative 
of the Crown, and the Supremacy of Parlia- 



1783.] 


MEMOIRS. 


309 


ment, against the American Insurgents. In 
this Situation, unprotected by the Sovereign, 
who was unable to extend any Assistance to 
him; and unpopular with the Nation, be¬ 
cause he had been unsuccessful; Fox open¬ 
ed his Arms, and offered him an Alliance. 
Was he bound to reject it, and thus pass a 
Sentence of Political Exclusion on himself? 
But, even if he had so done, worse Evils 
presented themselves in Prospect. A Union 
between Fox and Pitt, if it had taken Place, 
would have eventually produced, in all 
Probability, his own Impeachment, and that 
of other Members of his Cabinet. Nor 
could he have found any effectual Secu¬ 
rity from such a Prosecution, either in the 
Royal Authority, in the Adherence of the 
House of Commons, or in the Affection 
of the Country. He might have been made 
the Victim and the Sacrifice, for the Loss of 
Empire; for the Disgraces, Defeats, Capi¬ 
tulations, and ruinous Expenditure, of an 
unfortunate War. Fox and Burke had a 
hundred Times menaced him with the Block. 
Pitt, who, it was evident, entertained si¬ 
milar Opinions respecting his Administra¬ 
tion, did not at all conceal them. 
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Powis, when declaiming against the Co¬ 
alition recently made between Lord North 
and Fox, on the 21st of February, observed, 
that “ to the ill-timed Lenity of Lord Shel- 
*■* burne’s Administration, it could alone be 
“ imputed, that the noble Lord in the blue 
“ Ribband enjoyed his present Situation of 
“ Impunity. For, if those Enquiries which 
“ had once been in Contemplation, had been 
“ carried into Effect, the House of Commons 
“ would not have witnessed on the present 
“ Occasion, the extraordinary and unnatural 
“ Alliance formed against Ministers.” Sir 
Edward Astley, one of the Representatives 
for the County of Norfolk, who, though a 
Man of no shining Ability, justly excited 
Respect as a Country Gentleman, expressed 
similar Opinions on the same Night. So 
did other Members of the House, upon 
various Occasions. Sir Charles Turner, 
in his homely Yorkshire Dialect exclaim¬ 
ed, “ The noble Lord in the blue Rib- 
“ band is the Author of all our Mis- 
“ fortunes! If he and his Colleagues had 
“ been impeached, as it was the Duty of 
“ this House to have done, other Ministers 
“ would have been deterred from treading 
“ in their Steps. But, now they see that 
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“ Delinquency forms the high Road to Pre- 
“ ferment, and if any Man of Talents within 
“ these Walls, will sell his Conscience, I 
“ will ensure him a Peerage. The Com- 
“ mission of political Crimes leads infalli- 
“ bly to Titles, Pensions, and Ribbands.” 
By accepting the Overtures of the Rocking¬ 
ham Party, Lord North therefore at least 
secured his personal Safety, and opened to 
himself an Avenue to the Resumption of 
Power. It was not, as I have always 
thought, the Act of uniting with Fox, that 
in itself disgraced him; but, the too ready 
Subserviency with which he afterwards lent 
himself to every Measure, which that enter- 
prizing and ambitious Statesman, having 
again forced his Way into the Cabinet, 
thought it necessary to adopt, in order to 
maintain himself in a Situation, which he 
had attained in Contradiction to the Wishes 
of his Sovereign. 

[21st. February.] The Victory obtained 
by the new Coalition, over Ministers, in the 
House of Commons, however flattering it 
might be to their Hopes, yet being by no 
means decisive; and the Peace having been 
approved in the Upper House, though only 
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by a small Majority of thirteen;—in order to 
compel Lord Shelburne’s Resignation, it be¬ 
came necessary to express in more affirma¬ 
tive Language, a Parliamentary Disappro¬ 
bation of the Preliminaries. For this Pur¬ 
pose, four Days after the first Debate, a 
second Discussion took Place, when a Mo¬ 
tion Qr Resolution to the Effect above men¬ 
tioned, was brought forward; Lord John 
Cavendish lending himself again to introduce 
the Business. It was indeed a Service of 
some Danger and Delicacy, requiring all 
the Reputation which that Nobleman enjoy¬ 
ed for political Rectitude, to protect his 
Friends from the Imputations excited by the 
Coalition. Mr. Secretary Townsend, in the 
Course of the Debate that ensued, paid many 
Compliments to Lord John’s Candour and 
Honesty of Intention, at the Expence of his 
Understanding, or rather, of his Firmness. 
“ I have,” observed he, 1 the most implicit 
“ Reliance on the Integrity and Honour of 
“that noble Person; who, from the Dic- 
“ tates of his own generous Mind, would 
“ not act uncandidly by any Administra- 
u tion: but, he may be led aside, in Con- 
sequence of the Respect which he enter- 
** tains for others, ivho know how to choose 
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“ their Man , whenever they want any Bu- 
“ siness to be effected, which is hot evi- 
u dently right in itself. I am perfectly con- 
“ vinced that ray noble Friend is not the 
“ Author of "the Resolutions that he has 
“ proposed; and if Ministers were to be 
“ judged by his Head and Heart, I should 
“ not fear to make the Treaties just con- 
“ eluded appear to him a real Blessing to 
“ this Country.” Lord John endeavoured 
to justify the recent Coalition, against the 
severe Animadversions of Powis, and of 
other Members who had generally voted 
with the Rockingham Party; by comparing 
Fox’s Union with Lord North, to the Ad¬ 
ministration formed in June, 1757, when the 
first Mr. Pitt coalesced with the Duke of 
Newcastle, whom he had during many Years 
opposed and reprobated. But, however 
analogous in many Respects that Transac¬ 
tion might be, yet it certainly failed in car¬ 
rying the moral Conviction to the Minds of 
his Hearers, which Lord John aspired to 
produce by his Comparison. 

The Peace was again attacked and defend¬ 
ed on its own proper Merits, at great Length, 
with equal Ingenuity, Asperity, and profound 
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Knowledge of the Subject. Fox’s Speech, 
though it displayed admirable Ability, as well 
as prodigious Information, embracing all the 
great Interests and Possessions of the Em¬ 
pire, commercial or political, in its Range; 
yet wanted, as I thought, that triumphant 
Spirit which commonly animated and cha¬ 
racterized his Eloquence. He, no Doubt, 
anticipated the Event of the Evening, as al¬ 
most certain; and consequently beheld be¬ 
fore him, the Way open into the Cabinet. 
But, he had sacrificed, if not public Prin¬ 
ciple, at least, public Opinion, to gratify his 
Ambition. When he looked round him, 
many Vacancies were visible on the Op¬ 
position Benches; where, in Place of his 
former Friends, he now saw only the Ad¬ 
herents of Lord North, so lately his bitterest 
Adversaries. He was unquestionably sen¬ 
sible to the Circumstance, and he laboured 
hard to erase the unfavourable Impression, 
which, he well knew, his Junction with a 
Nobleman whom he had so lately reprobated, 
must excite in every Mind divested of Party 
Feelings.—“ I believe,” said he, “ that there 
“ is scarcely an Individual within these 
“ Walls, who would give to the present First 
“ Minister, his free and spontaneous Support 
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“ Has he not made, in every Quarter of the 
“ Globe, Concessions the most important, 
“ without even a Pretence of any Equiva- 
“ lent? Then let not my Coalition with 
“ the noble Lord near me, be considered as 
“ resulting in any Degree from the lies an - 
“ gustce Domi. Such a Motive never can 
“ influence Men of Integrity. Nor let it 
“ be asserted that such a Junction against a 
“ Minister, is unconstitutional. For, while 
“ we admit in the most extended Sense, the 
“ King's Prerogative of ministerial Appoint- 
“ ment, the People can by their Privilege an- 
“ nul the Nomination. It is only a Coalition, 
“ that can repair the decayed System of 
“ Administration, and give it the Tone of 
“ vigorous Exertion. By it we shall regain 
“ the lost Confidence of the Nation, and 
“ give Effect to the Springs of Government. 
“ The obnoxious Part of the Cabinet must 
“ recede from the Presence of the Sovereign. 
“ He possesses neither the Sanction of the 
“ People, nor of Parliament.” Such was 
Fox’s Language on that memorable Night. 

Those who heard Mr. Pitt address the 
House on the same Evening, cannot easily 
forget the Impression made upon his Audi- 
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erice, by a Speech which might be said to 
unite all the Powers of Argument, Elo¬ 
quence, and impassioned Declamation. He 
seemed to fight, indeed, as Caesar did at 
Munda, not merely for Empire, or for Power; 
but, for Life. After defending, Article by 
Article, the Treaties concluded; he finished 
by deprecating “ the ill-omened and baneful 
“ Alliance” which had just taken Place be¬ 
tween Lord North and Fox, as teeming with 
pernicious Effects of every kind to the 
Country. Then reverting to the Conse¬ 
quences which it might produce personally 
to himself, he professed his Readiness to re¬ 
tire to a private Station without Regret. 
Alluding to so material an impending Change 
in his own Condition, he exclaimed, 

“ Fortuna saevo lasta Negotio, et 
Ludura insolentem ludere pertinax, 
Transmutat incertas Honores, 

Nunc miki, nunc alii benigna. 

Laudo manentem : si celeres quatit 
Pennas, resigno quas dedit.”- 

With a Presence of Mind which never 
forsook him, he here paused; and, conscious 
that the Words of the Roman Poet immedi¬ 
ately following, “ Et mea Virtute me involvo,” 
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might seem to imply a higher Idea of his 
own Merit or Disinterestedness, than it 
would become him to avow, he cast his 
Eyes on the Floor. A Moment or two of 
Silence elapsed, while all Attention was 
directed towards him from every Quarter of 
the House. During this Interval, he slowly 
drew his Handkerchief from his Pocket; 
passed it once or twice across his Lips; and 
then recovering as it were from his tempo¬ 
rary Embarrassment, he added with Em¬ 
phasis, striking his Hand on the Table, 

“--probamque 

“ Pauperiem sine Dote quaero.” 

Perhaps a more masterly and beautiful 
Piece of. oratorical Acting, is not to be 
found in Antiquity. Even if we suppose 
the whole Passage to have been studied and 
prepared, yet the Delicacy of the Omission 
is not less admirable, I believe, however, that 
both the Lines which he cited, and the one 
which he suppressed, were all equally sug¬ 
gested to him by his Feelings and his Judg¬ 
ment, at the Time. Its Effect on that Part 
of the House which perfectly understood it, 
corresponded to its Merit. But, Mr. Pitt, 
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who well knew how large a Part of his Au¬ 
dience, especially among the Country Gentle¬ 
men, were little conversant in the Writings 
of the Augustan Age, or familiar with Horace, 
always displayed great Caution in borrow¬ 
ing from those Classic Sources. In the Lapse 
of near fourteen Years that I have heard him 
almost daily address the House of Commons, 
I question if he made in all, more than eight 
or ten Citations. Fox and Sheridan, though 
not equally severe in that Respect, yet never 
abused, or injudiciously expended the Stores 
of ancient Literature that they possessed. 
Burke’s Enthusiasm, his exhaustless Me¬ 
mory, and luxuriant Imagination, more fre¬ 
quently carried him away into the Times of 
Virgil and Cicero: while Barre usually con¬ 
descended, whenever he quoted Latin, to 
translate for the Benefit of the County Mem¬ 
bers. 

I have already said that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer excited Admiration by 
his Speech in Defence of the Peace. There 
was indeed, throughout the whole of that 
most eloquent Address, a Pathos, an Emo¬ 
tion, and an Animation, of which, even in 
Him , I hardly ever witnessed any similar 
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Exhibition, while I sate in Parliament. If 
Lord Shelburne’s Ministry could have been 
propped or preserved, it must have been up¬ 
held by such a Mali, and by such Exertions. 
Over Fox and Lord North, Pitt seemed to 
assume a moral Superiority; and, if I may so 
express myself, to look down upon them from 
the Eminence on which he stood:—not the 
Eminence of Power, or of Office, but, of 
conscious Rectitude, untainted with Party . 
Spirit, and disdaining to sacrifice Principle 
for Place; while he beheld Them flounder¬ 
ing in the Mire of Ambition. Addressing 
himself to Fox, at the Commencement of 
his Speech, “ The Triumphs of Party,” ex¬ 
claimed he, “ with which the Right Honor- 
“ able Gentleman seems so highly elate, shall 
“ never seduce me to commit any Act, which 
“ even Suspicion can condemn. I will never 
“ engage in political Enmities, without a 
“ public Cause. I never will forego such 
“ Enmities, without the public Approbation. 
“Nor will I ever be questioned and cast 
“off* in the Face of this Assembly, by one 
“ virtuous and dissatisfied Friend. These, 

“ the permanent Triumphs of Reason and 
“ Principle, over the profligate Inconsisten- 
“ cies of Party Violence;—these, the Tri- 
“ umphs of Virtue over Success itself, shall 
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“ not only be mine on the present Occasion, 
“ but, throughout every future Condition of 
“ my Life.” 

The Coalition, though supported by Su¬ 
periority of Numbers, and conducted by ex¬ 
traordinary Talents, as well as Energies; 
shrunk, as I thought, under the Castiga¬ 
tion thus inflicted, to which Fox made 
no Reply. After having depictured in a 
masterly Manner, not less lucid and dis¬ 
tinct, though less verbose than Fox; the 
fallen State of the British Empire and of its 
Resources, at the Beginning of 1783; he 
alluded with surprizing Delicacy and Beauty, 
to its widely different Position in 1763, when 
the great Earl of Chatham, his Father, had 
placed it on the Summit of national Glory. 
“ Could His Majesty’s present Ministers,” 
said he, “ thus surrounded, as we are, with 
“ Scenes of Calamity, attempt to dictate 
“ Terms of Pacification to the confederate 
“ Powers?—Even the Dutch had not been 
“ disarmed or conciliated by the humiliating 
“ Language of the late foreign Secretary. 
“ Should we have persevered from Day to 
“ Day, in throwing the desperate Die? Can 
“ the Articles of Peace now accepted, suffer 
“ any serious Comparison with the Treaty 
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“ of Paris?—There was, indeed, a Time, when 
“ this Country might have dictated Condi- 
“ tions to her Enemies! And if an Imagi- 
“ nation, warmed with the Power and Pros- 
“ perity of Great Britain, could have di- 
“ verted any Member of the present Cabinet, 
“ from a painful Perception of the Truth, 
“ I may, I hope, without Presumption, have 
“ been entitled to that Indulgence. I well 
“recollect how much my Childhood was 
“ animated by the Recital of England’s Vic- 
“ tories. 1 was instructed by one, whose 
“ Memory I must ever cherish and revere, 
“ that at the Termination of a Contest, 
“ widely different from the present, we had 
“ prescribed the Terms of Peace to submis- 
“ sive Nations. This was the JEra of our 
“ Splendor; in contemplating which I may 
“ be allowed to feel a more than common 
“ Interest. But, that iEra is fled ! We are 
“now under the mortifying Necessity of 
“ adopting a Tone and Language corre- 
“ sponding with our altered Condition. All 
“ the Visions of our Power and Pre-emi- 
“'iience have passed away.” 

Noble and affecting as was this Picture, 
drawn by such a Hand, and on such an 
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Occasion; I am not sure whether it was not 
outdone by other Passages, in the Course of 
the same Evening. His two Portraits, of 
Lord Shelburne, and of Lord North, though 
I may not altogether admit their Truth in 
every Particular, were Master-pieces of 
Talent. “ From the Complexion of this 
“ Evening’s Debate,” observed Pitt, “ it 
“ appears obvious that the Motions originate, 
“ rather in the Desire of driving the Earl of 
“ Shelburne from the Treasury, than in any 
“ Conviction that Ministers merit Censure 
“ for the Concessions made in Order to ob- 
“ tain Peace.. Concessions arising from an 
“ insurmountable Necessity, and imputable 
“ solely to the Cabinet of which the noble 
“ Lord in the blue Ribband was the Head. 
“ The Minister who now presides in the 
“ Councils of the Crown, like every other 
“ Individual eminent for Ability, and placed 
“ in high Office, becomes naturally an Ob- 
“ ject of Envy. The Obloquy , to which his 
“ Capacity and his Elevation subject him, 
“ has been created and circulated with equal 
“ Meanness and Address: but, his Merits 
“ are as much above my Encomiums, as the 
“ Arts to which he owes his Defamation, are 
“ beneath my Notice. When, bereft of 
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“ Power, he descends into Life, without the 
“ invidious Appendages of Place; Mankind 
“ will view him through a different Medium, 
“ and perceive in him Qualities richly en- 
“ titling him to their Esteem.”—“ My parti- 
“ cular Share of the Censure pointed against 
“ Ministers, I will support with Fortitude, 
“ because I have not acted wrong. My own 
“ Heart, a Monitor which never yet did, 
“ and I trust, never will deceive me, consti¬ 
tutes my Asylum against Clamour and 
“ Faction. I felt no extraordinary Eager- 
“ ness to come in, and [ shall experience no 
“ Reluctance to go out, whenever the Pub- 
“ lie may think proper to dismiss me from 
“ their Service.”—“ I repeat, that whatever 
“may appear humiliating or inadequate, in 
“ the Treaties now laid upon the Table, is 
“exclusively and wholly chargeable to the 
“ noble Lord in the blue Ribband. His 
“ Profusion of the public Money, his noto- 
“ rious Temerity and Pertinacity in prose- 
“ cuting the War for reducing America to 
“ Submission ;—a Contest which originated 
“ in his pernicious and oppressive Policy; 
“ when added to his utter Inability for filling 
“ the Station which he occupied;—thesQ 
“ Circumstances have rendered Peace, al- 
Y 2 
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“ most of,any Description, indispensable for 
“ the Extrication of the State.” I will fairly 
confess, that though I voted against Minis¬ 
ters on that Night;, yet Mr. Pitt never ap¬ 
peared in my Eyes, an Object of more just 
Admiration, than when on the Point of lay¬ 
ing down his . Power. Such, I believe, to 
have been the Sentiment universally felt, not 
less by his Opponents, than by his Sup¬ 
porters. 

While however I do him this Justice, I can- 
pot pass over in Silence the Part which Lord 
.North performed, on an Occasion which 
demanded all his Exertions. He rose soon 
after Pitt concluded, and rarely have I wit¬ 
nessed, even from Him , an Exhibition of 
greater Talent. The last Speaker,” ob¬ 
served he, “ whose amazing Eloquence has 
“•so deeply impressed and affected ' every 
“ Person in this Audience, does me the Ho¬ 
nour, to select me as the Object of his 
“ Thunder. And it constitutes no slender 
“ Presumption of my Innocence, that I have 
“ heard him thunder without experiencing 
“ any Dismay. I have even listened to his 
‘‘.Thunder, with equal Astonishment and 
“ Delight. But, I call on him, and on every 
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“ Individual who hears me, to attest my 
“ Declaration, that I have never abandoned 
“ in a single Instance, my Character, my 
“ Connexions, or my political Principles. 
“ I have been, and I am ready to meet, 
“ without Subterfuge or Evasion, the most 
“ scrupulous Enquiry into every Action of 
“ my Life, I am ready, even at this Instant, 
“ to stand forth, and to bid Defiance to 
“ every .Species of Investigation. Conscious 
“ of my Rectitude of Intention, I labour 
“ under no Apprehension, either of incurring 
“ Censure, or of deserving Punishment.” 
Then alluding to his Junction with Fox, 
after having spoken of his Abilities, in Terms 
of the warmest Panegyric, Lord North 
added, “ It is true that during my Admi- 
“ nistratioh, when I was vilified and abused, 
“ as every unfortunate Minister must be, 
“ he* often ran me hard, and made me the 
“ Object of his severe Animadversion. But, 
“ however deficient in Capacity may have 
“been my official Conduct,-I trust, it will 
“ be admitted that I never wanted Zeal to 
“ promote the true Interests of my Country, 
“ according to my Conception of them. And 
“ notwithstanding the Asperity with which 
“ he frequently, treated me, as well a£ my 
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“ Measures, I do riot recollect his ever 

charging* me with the direct Want of In- 
“ tegrity. I know his Temper to be warm; 
“ but, he is of a generous Nature, open, 
“ sincere, and manly. While I admire the 
“ vast Extent of his Mind, I can rely with 
“ Security, on the Goodness of his Heart. 
“ And our Principles, which were adverse, 
“ being now congenial, we shall unite all 
“ our Energies in the Cause of Great Brri 
“ tain.” We must admit that a more elo¬ 
quent and able Defence of the Coalition , 
could not have been pronounced. The 
Public, nevertheless, viewed it through other 
Optics, and considered it as a mutual Sa¬ 
crifice of political Principle. 

A Minority of seventeen , in which the Mi¬ 
nistry remained at the Close of the Debate, 
which took Place at a very late Hour, and 
in a very crowded House of Commons, 
where near four Hundred Members voted; 
seemed to secure the Triumph of the Coali¬ 
tion . Yet, as no direct Censure had hither¬ 
to been passed upon the Administration; 
and as the Condemnation expressed relative 
to the Peace, was couched in very moder¬ 
ate Terms; simply stating that “ the Con- 
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“ cessions made, were greater than our Ad- 
“ versaries were entitled to demand;” it did 
not by any means follow, that a Change in 
the Government would take Place. .Lord 
North himself had sufficiently demonstrated, 
during the two Sessions of 1779 and 1780, 
how little Effect a Majority had, in com¬ 
pelling him to retire from Office: and the 
political, if not moral Disapprobation, felt 
at the recent Junction of two Men who had 
so long condemned and reprobated each 
other, pervaded to a certain Degree, all 
Ranks. Of this mortifying Fact, Fox very 
early received the most unequivocal Proofs. 
Powis had commented on it with great Acri¬ 
mony. Sir Cecil Wray, Fox’s Colleague 
for Westminster, rising in his Place during 
the Debate which we have just reviewed; 
exclaimed, “ I am told that a Coalition has 
“ taken Place with that Ministry, to whose 
“ Mal-Administration is alone imputable the 
“ distressed Condition of the Country, which 
“ renders necessary the present Peace. What 
“ Opinion may be entertained by other Gen- 
“ tlemen, I know not: but, for my own 
“ Part, I solemnly declare, I never will 
“ support an Administration so composed, 
“ nor any Administration, of which Lord 
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“ North forms a Part.” Mr. Duncombe, one 
of the two Representatives for the County 
of York, expressed himself, if possible, in 
stronger Language, only three Days after 
the Debate of the 21st of February. Hav¬ 
ing presented a Petition to the House, from 
near ten Thousand Freeholders of York¬ 
shire, demanding a more equal Represen¬ 
tation in Parliament; he took Occasion to 
say, that “ it would be with Reluctance 
“ he should support any Administration, 
“ of which Lord North was a Member.” 
Burke, no doubt thinking to efface the Im¬ 
pression, instantly stood up, and remarked 
with some Asperity, that, “ as to Parlia- 
“ mentary Support, it ought neither to be 
“ given, nor to be withheld, on Account of 
“ Men, but, of Measures.” Adding, “ the 
“ Honorable Gentleman appears to be of a 
“ different Sentiment, as he informs us, he 
“ will consider Men, and not Measures.” 
Duncombe, however, not intimidated by the 
Correction, observed, that “ he might have 
“ expressed himself incorrectly in making 
“ Use of the Term Reluctance .” “ I will, 
“ therefore,” continued he, “ amend it, and 
“ declare that I never will lend my Sup- 
“ port to such an Administration. In thus 
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“ speaking of the noble Lord, I wish to have 
“ it understood, that I have in View, the 
“ Measures, as well as the Man; for, from 
“ his past Measures, I appreciate the Man.” 

Mr. Walter Stanhope, then Member for 
Hull, retorted on Burke for his Versatility. 

“ I own it astonishes me,” said he, “ to find 
“ that the noble Lord’s Defender, is the 
“ very Person who has more than once de- 
“ dared him a fit Object of Impeachment; 

“ nay, who went so far as to assert in this 
“ House, that he had an Impeachment ready 
“ drawn in his Pocket.” Such were the 
humiliating Reflections or Animadversions, 
to which the Coalition gave Rise, among 
Men most attached to Fox, and to the 
.Rockingham Party! Mr. Hill, who repre¬ 
sented Shropshire, and who was afterwards 
better known in the Annals of Parliament, 
as Sir Richard; accustomed to borrow his 
Allusions from Holy Writ, compared the 
Junction of Lord North and his new Asso¬ 
ciate, to the Union between Herod and 
Pontius Pilate. Even Sir Charles Turner, 
a Man devoted to Fox, and who so impli¬ 
citly adopted all his political Opinions, as 
in general to retain none of his own, yet re¬ 
coiled at the Union; of which he expressed 
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himself, when addressing the House, in that 
plain, unadorned, but, emphatic Style, na¬ 
tural to him. “ The Coalition ” exclaimed 
he, “ has astonished the whole Nation, and 
no Individual more than myself. I am 
“ sorry for it, as my worthy Friend Charles 
“ has materially injured himself by it. He 
“ has lost much of his Popularity. The 
“ noble Lord with whom he has coalesced, is 
“ undoubtedly the best of Men, considered 
“ as a private Character: but, as a Minister, 
“ he has been most unfortunate. I repro- 
“ bate therefore the Alliance between them. 
“ It will turn out ill, and never answer the 
“ Expectations of its Authors.” Even the 
very Majority which had disapproved of the 
Treaties, as inadequate to our just Expecta¬ 
tions, yet might not follow up their Vote by 
,any personal Attack on Ministers; or if they 
did, might fail to carry the Hduse with them. 
And in that Event, the Coalition would re¬ 
main seated, as before, on the Opposition 
Bench, without deriving any Benefit from 
their late Success. A First Lord of the 
Treasury, who, to conscious Integrity, join¬ 
ed Fortitude and Resources of Character, 
seemed exempt from any Necessity of re¬ 
signing, on Account of the Hanger of Inir 
peachment; and might still, by protracting 



MEMOIRS. 


331 


1783 .] 

the Struggle, terminate it advantageously 
to himself. Such were the Opinions at 
that Time generally entertained, and the 
Expectations formed, both in, and out of 
Parliament. 

[ 22 d— 28 th February.] But, all these po¬ 
litical Speculations were suddenly over¬ 
turned by Lord Shelburne’s immediate Re¬ 
signation. Without waiting for any broader 
Hint, or trying by any Exertions to perpetu¬ 
ate his Possession of Power, he retired from 
Ministry, as so many of his Predecessors 
had done during the present Reign. There 
has always appeared to be something mys¬ 
terious or unexplained, in the Motives 
which impelled him thus precipitately, if 
not prematurely, to abandon a Situation 
which he had attained with so much La¬ 
bour, as well as Address, and from which 
he can scarcely be said to have been dri¬ 
ven. So singular a Fact was variously 
explained or interpreted at the Time. As 
even his Opponents neither attributed to 
him, Want of Ambition, nor any Defect of 
Firmness, it became requisite to discover and 
to assign other Reasons for his Conduct.. Re¬ 
ports injurious to his political Reputation, 
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were industriously disseminated by his Ene¬ 
mies ; which, from the systematic Hostility 
exhibited in their Diffusion, I believe to 
have been without Foundation. Pitt him¬ 
self may, indeed, be said to have involun¬ 
tarily given some Weight to them, by his 
own Line of Conduct towards Lord Shel¬ 
burne :—for, though scarcely ten Months 
elapsed, before Pitt came again into Power, 
yet he never associated that Nobleman to 
any Share of it, nor ever offered to give him a 
Place in the Cabinet, as Lord President, or 
as Lord Privy Seal. So pointed an Exclu¬ 
sion of the Man, who had first called him up 
to the Councils of the Sovereign, and placed 
him there as Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
at three and twenty, is not easily explained. 
It is true that Pitt pronounced, as Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer, from the Treasury 
Bench, the highest Encomiums on his Prin¬ 
cipal, during the Course of the Discussions 
that took Place relative to the Peace. In 
his memorable Speech of the 21st of Febru¬ 
ary, he even alluded, as we have seen, with 
indignant Warmth, to the “ Arts of Defama- 
“ tion” which Lord Shelburne’s Enemies 
adopted, for the Purpose of degrading him 
in the national Estimation :—Arts, of which 
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Pitt professed his Scorn, as well as his 
Conviction of their Falsehood. But, his 
Actions seem to have contradicted his Pro¬ 
fessions. 

1 have however been assured that Pitt, when 
he was made First Lord of the Treasury, and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in December, 
1783, did offer Lord Shelburne a Seat in the 
Cabinet:—a Proposition which was declined 
by the latter, as he conceived it impossible for 
Pitt to maintain himself in Office, against, a 
decided Majority in the House of Commons. 
When he had ultimately surmounted all Op¬ 
position, and was become established in 
Power, he therefore did not esteem it neces¬ 
sary to reiterate the Offer. Lord Shelburne, 
offended at his Exclusion from any Place 
in Administration, complained of it to the 
King; adding, that “ He, who had first in¬ 
troduced Mr. Pitt into the Cabinet, found 
“ himself now neglected by his former Eleve .” 
But, His Majesty replied, My Lord, 1 
“ believe, Mr. Pitt was the only Man who 
“ could have aided you so, essentially, as he 
“ did, on your being placed at the Head of 
“ the Treasury, after the Marquis of Rock- 
“ ingham’s Decease.” I have Reason te 
think that this Anecdote is correct and welt 
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founded. That towards the End of 1784, 
Pitt advised His Majesty to raise Lord 
Shelburne to the Rank of a British Marquis, 
must be admitted. But, that Title was un¬ 
derstood to be given, (like the Earldom of 
Lonsdale, conferred by Pitt on Sir James 
Lowther, earlier in the same Year), as Pay¬ 
ment in full from the First Minister, for all 
past Obligations or Services. Lord Shel¬ 
burne, after his Resignation, seemed in Fact 
to be regarded as politically extinct, though 
still in the full Enjoyment of all his Facul¬ 
ties of Body and Mind, nor at all supposed 
to want Ambition. The Marquis of Lans- 
down, as a Peer of Parliament, sometimes 
took a Part in the Debates of the upper 
House; but, he never openly aspired again 
to become First Lord of the Treasury, nor 
even to enter the Cabinet. 

[1st—6th March.] Throughout the whole 
Proceeding of the Ministerial Change that 
took Place at this Time, there was some¬ 
thing personal, which attached exclusively 
to himself. He resigned, almost immediately 
after the second Debate, of which I have 
spoken ; but the Administration was by no 
means on that Account, at an End. Pitt, 
far from following his Example, remained in 
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Office more than five Weeks, as Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, after the First Lord of 
the Treasury had retired; a Circumstance 
unprecedented in our History!—Nor can 
there be any Doubt that he might have re¬ 
tained his Situation under the Coalition , if 
he would have submitted to sit in Cabinet, 
and to act with Lord North: but his Prin¬ 
ciples were too inflexible to accommodate 
themselves to Circumstances. Lord John 
Cavendish, far from forming any Obstacle, 
would have lent every Facility to Pitt’s Con¬ 
tinuance at the Head of the Exchequer. Fox 
himself, in the Course of his Speech on the 
21st of February, expressly stated the Fact. 
“ Can my noble Friend,” said he, “ who 
“ brings forward the present Resolution, be 
“ considered as a Man ambitious of Power? 
“ He, who has always been known rather 
“ to avoid, than to court, official Employ- 
“ ment? If he has any Blemish to set off his- 
££ eminent Virtues, it is that of receding from 
those Places, where his Ability and Inte- 
££ grity might render essential Service to his- 
“ Country.” Throughout the two Debater 
in the lower House of Parliament, on the 
Peace, Lord Shelburne formed, if not the 
exclusive, yet the principal Object of At¬ 
tack. Even those Members who most severe- 
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ly reprobated the Junction of Lord North and 
Fox, ’expressed the greatest Indifference on 
the Subject of the First Lord of the Trea¬ 
sury, and his Tenure of Power. “ As to the 
“ present Premier,” said Sir Cecil Wray, 
“ I know little of him, and various Reasons 
“ induce me to wish him out of Office; but, 
“ not for having concluded the Treaties on 
“ the Table.” Powis speaking on the same 
Subject, on the Night of the 21st, observed, 
that “ if the Removal of the First Minister, 
“constituted the principal Object of the 
“ Motion, he considered it as already suffi- 
“ ciently decided.” “ The Division,” added 
he, “ on the former Agitation of the present 
“ Question, four Days ago, may have'given 
“ a pretty broad Hint to the noble Lord, 
“ that he is by no means so popular as he 
“ had imagined.” 

Powis's Language on the 6th of March, 
when alluding to the State of ministerial 
Affairs, was still more pointed. “ The Ad- 
“ ministration,” remarked Powis, has been 
“ for some Time burning in the Socket, 
“ and has at last become extinct. But, per- 
“ haps, in one Point of View, this is no na- 
“ tional Misfortune;—for, when I reflect who 
“ is at the Head of the Ministry, I may say, 
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“ it would be better to have no Head at all.” 
Widely different were his Expressions rela¬ 
tive to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
“ In the Dissolution of the present Cabinet,” 
continued he, “ there is however one Cir- 
“ cumstance deeply to be regretted: I mean, 
“ the Loss which the Public will sustain by 
“ the Retreat from Office of a Gentleman, 
“ whose splendid Abilities may adorn any 
“ Situation. It is to be hoped that he will 
“ not remain long unemployed. Great Ta- 
“ lents are public Property, and therefore 
“ the Public ought not to be deprived of 
“ them.” An extraordinary and anomalous 
Interval of Time followed Lord Shelburne’s 
Resignation, during which the Functions of 
Government may be said to have suffered a 
Suspension; while the King, the . Ministry, 
and the Candidates for Power, stood looking 
at each other. William the Third never 
displayed more Steadiness or Determina¬ 
tion, at any Period of his Life, either when 
Prince of Orange, or after his Elevation 
to the Crown of England, than George the 
Third manifested, throughout the whole of 
“ this Interregnum,” as it was denominated. 
Though his First Minister, from whatever 
Motives, had quitted him, he did not aban- 
vol. hi. z 
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don himself, or forsake those Individuals 
who remained faithful to him. On the con¬ 
trary, he made the most desperate Efforts to 
avoid passing under a Yoke, which he con¬ 
sidered as equally painful to himself, and 
pernicious to his People. 

The Coalition , having twice defeated Ad¬ 
ministration in the House of Commons, and 
having compelled Lord Shelburne to retire, 
considered the Business as effected, and 
their Triumph secure. Resting therefore 
on their Arms, without attempting to push 
their Advantages farther, they waited till 
the King should send to the two Leaders, 
in order to form a new Ministry. But, in 
this Expectation, however natural, they 
greatly deceived themselves. That Prince, 
as if conscious that Lord Shelburne consti¬ 
tuted the principal, and the most vulnerable 
Object Of Attack ; having disembarrassed 
his Councils of the Weight that encumbered 
them, endeavoured to repair the Breach, and 
to form a new Rampart against Lord North 
and Fox. It might perhaps have been ima¬ 
gined, that the Presence of the former No¬ 
bleman in Cabinet, and the Share of Power 
which must necessarily be allotted to him 



1783.J 


MEMOIRS. 


339 


and his Friends, in the Formation of a new 
Government; would have tranquillized the 
King’s Mind, by affording a Security against 
the Attempts or Character of the latter 
Statesman. But, he knew by the Experi¬ 
ence of many Years, the Pliability and Easi¬ 
ness of Lord North’s Nature: nor was he 
unacquainted with the Energy of Fox’s 
Mind, or unapprized of the Efforts that he 
would probably make, in order to cement, 
and to perpetuate that Elevation, which he 
had now nearly attained with so much Dif¬ 
ficulty. The King, who considered Fox as 
a Man ruined in Fortune, of an incorrect 
moral Conduct, and surrounded with a 
Crowd of Followers resembling him in these 
Particulars; deprecated, as the severest Mis¬ 
fortune to himself and to his Subjects, the 
Necessity of taking such a Person, however 
eminent for Capacity, into his Confidence or 
Councils. When we consider these Circum¬ 
stances, we shall not wonder at the long, 
though ineffectual Resistance made by His 
Majesty, before he submitted to receive the 
Law from the Coalition. 

[6th March.] Previous to Lord Shel¬ 
burne’s Resignation, and the Dissolution of 
z 2 
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his Ministry, various Pensions having been 
granted to eminent Individuals, particularly 
one to the Chancellor, and a second to Lord 
Grantham; Powis brought the Subject be¬ 
fore the House: Pitt stated the Circum¬ 
stances attending these Grants, officially, 
from the Treasury Bench; and a very ani¬ 
mated, as well as personal Discussion arose, 
in which Fox took a most prominent Part. 
He was peculiarly severe on Lord Thurlow, 
whom he supposed to form, by his Advice 
to the King, the principal Impediment to the 
Formation of a new Administration. “ I 
“ have long lived,” said he, “ on Terms of 
“ sincere private Friendship with that noble 
“ Person, who unquestionably possesses 
“ great Abilities: but I am nevertheless of 
“ Opinion, that they are exerted in a Man- 
“ ner most injurious to the true Interests of 
“ this Country.”—“ We are told,” continued 
he, “ by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
“ that when Lord Grantham accepted the 
“ Office of Secretary for the Foreign De- 
“ partment, His Majesty promised him a 
“ Pension of two Thousand Pounds a Year, 
“ whenever he should leave the Office. 
“ What is this, except bribing Persons by 
“ Pensions, to assume Employments, for.the 
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“ Acceptance of which they betray no Incli- 
“ nation? By such Expedients, the Crown 
“ can always form an Administration, with- 
“ out regarding either the Approbation of 
“ Parliament, or the Confidence of the Peo- 
“ pie.” Having thus animadverted on one 
Secretary of State, he turned round upon 
the other, Mr. Townsend, who on that very 
Day had been raised to the Peerage, by the 
Title of Lord Sydney. “ No Man,” ob¬ 
served Fox, “ entertains a higher Esteem 
“ for him than I do, or more sincerely wishes 
“ him loaded with Honours. Yet it seems 
“ a little extraordinary, that the Sovereign 
“ should think proper to remunerate those 
“ Ministers who have assisted in making a 
“ Peace, which, the more I contemplate it, 
“ the more Cause of Wonder do I find, at 
“ any Secretary of State having affixed his 
“ Signature to such Treaties.” From the 
absent, reverting to those who were present, 
he next attacked Dundas, who had recently 
obtained the Place of Keeper of the Signet 
in Scotland. After declaring that he meant 
nothing invidious, or personally offensive, 
Fox added, “All the World nevertheless 
“ wonders at so strange a Fact, as giving a 
Man an Office for Life, on Condition of his 
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“ taking another, the Treasurership of the 
“ Navy, which may be regarded as nearly a 
“ Sinecure. So absurd, as well as lavish a 
“ Waste of the public Money, has^ I believe, 
“ no Precedent.” Towards the Conclusion 
of his Speech, he once more fastened upon 
the Chancellor, “ whose injurious Influ- 
“ ence,” Fox declared, “ the Kingdom felt 
“ at the present Moment.” Adding, “ If 
“ those pernicious Exertions had not been 
“ made, I fully believe, an Administration 
“ would have been formed some Days ago, 
“ which would have united the Confidence 
“ of this House, and the Affection of the 
“ People.” 


No sooner had Fox concluded, than the 
Lord Advocate rose, and having explained 
the Circumstances that attended his Accept¬ 
ance of the Place of Treasurer of the Navy; 
—a Situation which, he candidly admitted, 
was not one suited to him; he subjoined, 
“ I will not however say that I am unfit for 
“ the Office which I have obtained in Scot- 
“ land; and as His Majesty has been pleased 
“ to honour me with a Patent Place, I do 
“ assure the Right Honorable Gentleman, 
“ that I never will dishonour the Patent, by 
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“ carrying it to Market.” Dundas’s Allu¬ 
sion in these last Words, to the Sale or Ex¬ 
change negotiated by Fox with Mr. Charles 
Jenkinson, to whom he sold the Clerkship 
of the Pells in Ireland, was too pointed, as 
well as personal, to be passed over in Si¬ 
lence. He instantly replied, that the Trans¬ 
action in Question, had in it nothing disho¬ 
norable. “ [ received,” said he, “ the Pa- 
“ tent in Question, from my Father, as a 
“ Part of my Fortune, altogether uncon- 
“ nected with the Ministry of that Hay, who 
“first applied to me on the Subject. I 
“ consented to accommodate Government, 
“ though on very injurious Conditions for 
“ myself, as I parted with a Thing of consi- 
“ derably greater Value, than I received in 
“ return. This is the whole Affair, and no 
“ Man except the learned Lord ever thought 
“ it dishonorable or disgraceful in the 
“ slightest Degree.” Rigby confirmed Fox’s 
Statement in the most ample Manner. “ I 
“ was acquainted,” observed he, “ with every 
“ Part of the Bargain, which was perfectly 
“ honorable ; and in which there could be 
“ only one Thing censurable; namely, that 
“ the Possessor of it gave away his Patent 
“ for less than its Worth.” George Byng ad- 
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ded, that the Place had no sooner passed 
out of Fox’s Possession, into the Hands of 
Mr. Jenkinson, than its Value became aug¬ 
mented to the Amount of full a Thousand 
Pounds a Year. Here the Matter dropped: 
but, Rigby having stated in the Course of 
his Speech, that “ though he did not ap- 
“ prove of the late Coalition, yet he was 
“ ready to support any Administration, whe- 
“ ther formed on a broad, or on a narrow 
“ Basis, which might rescue the Country 
“ from its present deplorable State Cour¬ 
tenay exposed the Declaration to much De¬ 
rision. “ J give the worthy Gentleman, entire 
“ Credit for his Assurance,” said he, “ and 
“ 1 am persuaded, he is animated by no 
“ other Motive, except to preserve Peace 
“ and Unanimity; to maintain the proper 
“ Equilibrium between the Crown and the 
“ People; but, above all, to retain down to 
“ the last Moment possible, every Balance 
“ in his Hands,” 

[7th—23d March.] During the Course of 
the Mpnth of March, every Measure was 
adopted on the Part of the King, that pro¬ 
mised to frustrate the Hopes of the new 
Confederates. £arl Gower, to whom. the 
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Place just vacated by Lord Shelburne, was 
offered, manifested the utmost Readiness to 
accept it, if the probable Means .of maintain¬ 
ing- himself there, could be demonstrated. 
But, by what Expedient could a Minority 
of the House of Commons, be converted by 
him at once into a Majority? The Difficuk 
ties being considered as insuperable, the 
Experiment was therefore at length aban¬ 
doned. Meanwhile the Coalition , indignant 
at so long a Delay, began to manifest Symp¬ 
toms of Impatience. The House of Com¬ 
mons having adjourned for some Days, after 
the Debate of the 21st of February, on a 
Motion to that Purpose, made by Mr. Dun- 

das, with the View of allowing Time for a 
new ministerial Arrangement; Lord Mait¬ 
land called on the Lord Advocate to state 
the Reasons, why a Successor had not been 
appointed to the Earl of Shelburne. This 
Fact.took Place on the 28th of February: 

but, no Reply being returned to Lord 
Maitland’s Enquiry, either by the Person to 
whom the Question was addressed, or from 
any Individual seated on the Treasury 
Bench, though Pitt himself was present, 
the Subject proceeded no further. Things 
remained in this State during more than a 
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Fortnight, it being perfectly understood that 
His Majesty was occupied in unceasing 
Exertions, to prop or to recreate the Ad¬ 
ministration. At length, on the 18th of 
March, Mr. Coke, Member for the County 
of Norfolk, having given Notice that if no 
Ministry should be formed in the Course of 
two Days, he would move an Address to 
the Crown, on the Subject; the King, con¬ 
ceiving it dangerous, as well as useless, to 
protract the Contest, sent his Commands to 
the Duke of Portland and Lord North, to 
wait upon him at St. James’s. I have been 
assured that at the Audience which took 
Place, His Majesty offered to concede every 
Point in Litigation, except one; namely, 
that Lord Thurlow should not be deprived 
of the Great Seal. If that Nobleman, he 
said, were permitted to remain in Office, he 
would allow the new Ministers to dispose of 
all other Employments at their Pleasure. 
But, no Arguments could induce the Coali¬ 
tion to relax upon so essential an Article. 
Fox equally disliked and dreaded the Chan¬ 
cellor, whose Intractability, when added to 
his Influence over the Royal Mind, in a 
Place which rendered him the Director of 
his Sovereign’s Conscience; exposed the 
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new Candidates for Office, to perpetual 
Danger. They insisted peremptorily on 
putting the Great Seal into Commission. 
Their Proposition being as firmly rejected 
by his Majesty, the Conference terminated 
without any Progress or beneficial Result. 

Just at this critical Juncture died the 
Honorable Dr. Frederick Cornwallis, Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury; a Man of amiable 
Character, though not distinguished by the 
eminent Virtues of Tillotson, or the Talents 
of Laud. The King, who well knew that 
the Coalition , or in other Words, that Fox, 
had destined that great ecclesiastical Eleva¬ 
tion, for Shipley, Bishop of St. Asaph, or 
for Hinchcliffe, Bishop of Peterborough; 
probably, for the former of them; and who 
was also aware that if he wished to dispose 
of it, himself, he had not an Hour to lose; 
immediately sent for Dr. Hurd, Bishop of 
Worcester. That excellent Prelate, whose 
Piety and Learning rendered him one of the 
Ornaments, as well as Pillars, of the An¬ 
glican Church, having waited on His Ma¬ 
jesty, was informed by him, that the See 
of Canterbury had become vacant; and that, 
as he knew no Person, in his Opinion, more 
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worthy to fill the Metropolitan Chair, he 
wished the Bishop to accept it. He added, 
that in the actual Position of public Affairs, 
when he might, every Hay, be compelled 
to take new Ministers into his Councils, he 
hoped that the Bishop would interpose no 
unnecessary Delay. But, Dr. Hurd, far 
from desiring a Dignity so much sought 
after, besought the King to excuse him for 
declining it; stating, that neither his Health, 
nor his Frame of Mind, were adequate to the 
extended Duties of the Metropolitan See, 
though equal to fulfilling the more limited 
Functions of his own Diocese. His Ma¬ 
jesty having, not without great Reluctance, 
yielded to these Reasons, then insisted that 
the Bishop should at least name the Person, 
whom he conceived most proper to succeed 
Dr. Cornwallis; Hurd, without long Hesi¬ 
tation, mentioned Dr. Louth, Bishop of 
London; and a Messenger was instantly 
dispatched to find him, at his House in St. 
.James’s Square. The Bishop arriving in a 
.very short Time, had no sooner entered the 
Closet, than the King made him the same 
Proposition which he had done to Hurd. 
Extraordinary as it may appear, he met from 
that Prelate with a similar Refusal; and one 
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not less sincere, as well as inflexible, than 
the former. In this unexpected Predica¬ 
ment, the King addressing himself to them 
both, said, “ My Lords, I will not press 
“ either of you further : but, before you leave 
“ this Room, you must recommend a proper 
“ Successor to the deceased Archbishop; 
“ and whomsoever you shall agree to Name, 
“ 1 will accept.” The two Prelates having 
requested to be allowed a short Time for 
consulting together, after a few Minutes’ Deli¬ 
beration, without quitting the Royal Pre¬ 
sence, united in nominating Dr. John Moore, 
Bishop of Bangor. Being sent for to St. 
James’s, on his Arrival, to his no small 
Astonishment, he learned the Reasons for 
which he had been summoned to Court. 
He accepted the Preferment; but, the requi¬ 
site Forms incident to the Congk, delire , and 
other Ceremonies indispensable to the Elec¬ 
tion, prevented the Translation from being 
completed before the second of the following 
Month;—the very Day on which the King 
having surrendered at. Discretion, the Coali¬ 
tion actually took Possession of the Govern¬ 
ment. 

Dr. Moore, whom we have beheld during 
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two and twenty Years, Archbishop of Can¬ 
terbury ; and who owed his Elevation to 
that high Dignity, to the joint Recommenda¬ 
tions of Hurd and Louth ; was a Prelate of 
an irreproachable Life, added to a solid 
Understanding. But, his first Advance in 
the ecclesiastical Profession, arose from one 
of those Accidents, which, (whatever Juvenal 
may have said to the contrary,) sometimes 
seem to determine, no less than Merit, the 
Colour of our Fate. The Duchess Dowager 
of Marlborough, after the late Duke’s De¬ 
cease in J758, having Occasion for a Tutor 
to superintend the Education of her youngest 
Son, the present Lord Robert Spencer; ap¬ 
plied to the Dean of Christ Church, Oxford, 
requesting him to recommend a proper Per¬ 
son to her for the Purpose. I have been 
assured, that Mr. Moore, then a Servitor of 
that College, of very obscure Birth and 
Connexions; happening to cross the Quad¬ 
rangle, at the precise Moment of this Ap¬ 
plication; it immediately occurred to the 
Dean’s Mind, that he would answer the 
Description of the Tutor demanded by the 
Duchess. He hesitated nevertheless for some 
Time, whether he should make the Proposi¬ 
tion to Mr. Moore; her Grace having posi- 
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tively insisted on his stipulating, that what¬ 
ever Individual she should receive into her 
Family, in Quality of Preceptor to her Son, 
should not be admitted to have the Honour 
of dining at her Table. The Offer, when 
made by the Dean, was however accepted 
under that Exclusion : but, so rapid became 
Mr. Moore’s Progress in her personal Es¬ 
teem, no less than in her Affection, that with¬ 
in a very short Time she found herself unable 
to dine without him. Her Preference assum¬ 
ed even so decided a Character, as to leave 
him no Room to doubt of her Inclination, if 
he had encouraged it, notwithstanding the 
prodigious Disparity of their respective Situ¬ 
ations in. Life; to have bestowed her Hand 
on him in Marriage. Instead of thus acting, 
as a Man of narrow or selfish Views would 
have done, his Sense of Honour and Deli¬ 
cacy of Sentiment, led him to communicate 
the Advances made him by the Duchess, to 
her Son, the late Duke. A Conduct so 
highly disinterested, and Principles so ele¬ 
vated, could not fail ultimately to meet their 
just Reward. By the Duke of Marlborough’s 
Interest, being promoted in the Church, he 
was in Progress of Time made Dean of Can¬ 
terbury ; from which Situation he soon be- 
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came Bishop of Bangor: passing through 
no other intermediate Episcopal Stage, till 
he attained to the Metropolitan Dignity. 
Such an Impression indeed had his Merit 
and Character produced, while he remained 
at Canterbury, that on his Promotion to the 
See of Bangor, all those Persons who came 
to take Leave of him, expressed their full 
Conviction of his returning to them again as 
Archbishop. “ We console ourselves, Mr. 
“ Dean,” said they, “ for losing you at pre- 
“ sent, by the confident Expectation which 
“ we entertain of your speedy Restoration 
“ to us.” I return to the Course of public 
Affairs. 

On the complete Failure'of the first At¬ 
tempt already mentioned, which His Majes¬ 
ty made to form a new Administration ; 
many Propositions were suggested to prop 
and renovate the still existing Ministry, how¬ 
ever difficult such a Work might justly be 
esteemed under the actual Circumstances. 
Mr. Pitt, desirous to meet the King’s Wishes 
on a Point, which coincided with all his own 
Objects of personal Elevation and Ambi¬ 
tion ; suffered himself to be persuaded to 
promise that he would accept the Post of 
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First Lord of the Treasury, in Addition to 
the Office of Chancellor of the Exchequer: 
and during twenty-four Hours, he might be 
said to have in some Measure actually held 
both those Offices. But, at the End of a 
short Time, finding it impracticable, after 
full Examination, to set up any Government 
which promised Duration, or which could 
make Head against the Coalition in the 
House of Commons, he reluctantly retracted 
his Engagement. Reduced almost to Des¬ 
pair by so many Disappointments, and un¬ 
able to effect his Emancipation, the King 
unquestionably meditated the extraordinary 
Project of visiting his Electoral Dominions, 
and relinquishing for a Time to the Coali¬ 
tion, the Power of which they had forcibly 
possessed themselves. But, on communi¬ 
cating his Intentions to the Chancellor, that 
Minister, far from encouraging the Proposi¬ 
tion, gave it his strongest Disapprobation. 
“ There is nothing easier, Sir,” said he, with 
his characteristic Severity of Voice and Man¬ 
ner, “ than to go over to Hanover. It may 
“ not however prove so easy to return from 
“ thence to this Country, when your Majes- 
“ ty becomes tired of Germany. Recollect 
“ the Precedent of James the Second, who 
voe. hi. 2 a 
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“ precipitately embraced a similar Expedi- 
“ ent. Your Majesty must not think for a 
“ Moment, of adopting so imprudent and 
“ hazardous a Step. Time and Patience will 
“ open a Remedy to the present Evils.” The 
King, happily for himself, acquiesced in 
Lord Thurlow’s wise and wholesome Advice. 


[24th March.] While these interesting 
Scenes passed at St. James’s, the House of 
Commons, completely in the Hands of the 
Coalition, proceeded, though with great 
apparent Caution and external Testimonies 
of Respect, to press the Sovereign by every 
constitutional Means, that he would put an 
End to the Interregnum ; which Fox deno¬ 
minated in the strong Language familiar to 
him, “ the most insolent Domination that 
“ ever disgraced a free Country.” Mr. 
Coke, after repeated Delays, having moved 
an Address to His Majesty, entreating him 
“ to form an Administration entitled to the 
Confidence of the Peopleone of the most 
interesting Conversations, rather than De¬ 
bates, took Place, at which I ever assisted ; 
near four Hundred Persons being present. 
It was opened by the Member for Norfolk, 
in 'mild and temperate Language: but, the 
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Earl of Surrey, who seconded the Motion, 
did not observe equal Delicacy or Reserve 
in his Expressions, which, as I thought, had 
always a Tincture in them, of Democracy. 
“ I admit,” said he, “ that a high Respect is 
due to the Sovereign ; but, not less Respect 
is due to the People.—It is impossible to go 
on longer without a Government; and there¬ 
fore, exceptionable as the present Motion 
may be, I shall support it, because I am 
convinced, if this House does not call for an 
Administration, the People will demand it 
in a Manner painful to the Crown, and in¬ 
jurious to the public Interests.” Various 
Individuals having inveighed in animated 
Terms, against the Coalition, Fox rose in 
Order to justify the Measure, and at the 
same Time to state his Opinions on the ac¬ 
tual Condition of the Country. “ What- 
“ ever,” observed Fox, “ may be His Majes- 
“ ty’s private Feelings or Opinions at the 
“ present Moment, when all Government is 
“ suspended, he never can act wrong, unless 
“ he is ill advised. It becomes therefore pro- 
“ per to declare from whom he could receive 
“ that injurious Advice; and the Channel 
“ through which it comes, cannot be Matter 
“ of Doubt. The Nation has now remained 
2 a 2 
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“ near five Weeks, in a State without Prece- 
“ dent, and without ostensible Ministers.”— 
“ If ever there was a Time that imperiously 
“ demanded the Oblivion of former Animosi-, 
“ ties and ancient Prejudices, it is the present 
“ Moment. The Situation of the Country ren- 
“ ders indispensable, a Coalition of Parties; 
“ and in Order to attain an Object so saluta- 
“ *y, by composing an Administration on a 
“ broad, as well as a permanent Basis, I am 
“ ready to shake Hands even with the Persons 
“ opposite to me , no less than with the noble 
“ Lord in the blue Ribband near me; thus 
“ forming out of the three Parties, such a Go- 
“ vernment as the Public may regard ivith 
“ Confidence .” Having denied in, the strongest 
Terms, that the Delay in composing a new. 
Administration, had arisen, from any Dis¬ 
putes between the two Heads of Parties re¬ 
cently united; he launched out into severe 
Reflections, or more properly to speak. Ac¬ 
cusations, against the Individuals who dur¬ 
ing more than a Month had governed the 
Country. “ A Government,” continued 
Fox, “ not conducted by avowed Ministers, 
“ by a First Lord of the Treasury, or by Se- 
“ cretaries of State, those fnstruments and 
“ Puppets of other Agents : but, by the 
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“ Persons themselves, who have hitherto 
“ been supposed to possess secret Influence, 
“ and who now stand forward, as the private 
“ Advisers of His Majesty to act in Opposi- 
“ tion to the Wishes of his People, and to 
“ the declared Sense of one House of Par- 
“ liament.” 

Even if the Intention of these Words, 
could have been mistaken, Fox, by fixing 
his Eyes on Jenkinson, who was present 
when he pronounced them, rendered their 
Application obvious to every Hearer. Then 
alluding to the Chancellor, “ If,” continued 
he, “ we would know who has governed the 
“Kingdom, and ill advised the Sovereign, 
“ we have only to repair to the upper 
“ House. There, the great Adviser may be 
“ seen in his true Character. We shall there 
“ find Sullenness, Delay, Impediments to 
“ public Business of every Kind, and all the 
4 ‘ Features that characterize the present In-. 
“ terregnum.” Charges so invidious, as 
well as personal, were not suffered to remain 
without an immediate Reply. Governor 
Johnstone starting up as soon as Fox had 
concluded; with his characteristic Impetuo¬ 
sity of Gesture and Language, retorted on 
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Fox the Imputations with which he had 
loaded Lord Thurlow. After passing the 
highest Encomiums on the Talents, Firm¬ 
ness, and Integrity of that great Law Offi¬ 
cer, whom, ho said, he considered us one of 
the Pillars of the State; he reminded Fox 
of the Eulogiums which he had pronounced 
on this very Nobleman, when composing a 
Member of Lord North’s Administration. 
“ Did he not then declare,” exclaimed John¬ 
stone, “ that the Chancellor formed the 
“ only Exception to the Cabinet of that Pe- 
“ riod; who alone ought, from his superior 
“ Endowments of Mind and of Character, to 
“ be continued in his high Office, after the 
“ Dissolution of that Ministry?” With more 
Temper, Calmness, and Command of him¬ 
self, Jenkinson vindicated the Line of Con¬ 
duct which he had held under the existing 
Circumstances. He was heard with general 
and profound Attention. “ I stand up,” 
said he, “ to refute the Insinuation of being 
“ an evil Adviser of His Majesty, and to 
“ deny the Existence of secret Influence be- 
“ hind the Throne, in the unwarrantable 
“ Sense of those Expressions, But, the 
“ Prerogative of the Crown is not so limited, 

“ as to proscribe any Privy Counsellor from 
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“ having Access to the Presence of the So- 
“ vereign, or to preclude him from offering 
“ his Advice, if called on to deliver his Opi- 
“ nion. If His Majesty is graciously pleased 
“ to command my Attendance, I am coni- 
“ pelled in Duty to obey the Summons. I 
“ confess that during the last five Weeks, I 
“ have been with him more than once. I ne- 
“ ver went, except on official Business ; nor 
“ did I ever use any secret Influence. That 
“ Idea is only a Trap for the credulous 
“ Multitude. It exists solely in Imagina- 
“ tion, and is now started merely for politi- 
“ cal Purposes, to which the Members of 
“ this House cannot be Strangers.”—“ I ap- 
“ peal to the noble Lord in the blue Rib- 
“ band, seated near the Right Honorable 
“ Gentleman, with whom I had the Honour 
“ of serving for ten Years ; whether my As- 
“ sertion is true or false; and whether that 
“ pretended secret Influence so insidiously 
“ suggested, ever had any real Existence. 
“ Not only do I appeal to the noble Lord, 
“ but, I invoke him to declare it; and so im- 
“ plicit is my Reliance on his innate Princi- 
“ pies of Honour, that I submit to abide by 
“ his Determination.” 
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Convincing as this Defence may be es¬ 
teemed, and as I regard it, yet Fox by no 
Means acquiesced in the Truth or Solidity 
of its Reasoning. “ I admit,” said he in Re¬ 
ply, “ that in his Capacity of a Privy Coun- 
“ sellor, the Right Honorable Member is en- 
“ titled to offer the King his Advice. He 
“ has a Right so to do: but, not to give it 
“ in Secret. There lies the Rub. Let the 
“ Advice be public, and in the Face of the 
“ Council. There can then be neither Cause 
“ of Suspicion, nor can it be productive of 
“ Injury. As the Matter stands, it assumes 
“ a widely different Aspect.” Lord North, 
when called upon by Jenkinson, could not 
remain silent. In the Progress of a Speech 
conceived with great Ability, and tempered 
by the Suavity of his Disposition, he endea¬ 
voured to justify his Union with Fox, as be¬ 
ing an Act founded on public Expediency, 
if not absolute Necessity. “ Those Per- 
“ sons,” observed he, “ who reprobate the 
“ present Coalition, forget that it is almost 
“ impossible to find in this Assembly, any 
“ Individuals now acting together, who have 
“ not differed materially on great and im- 
“ portant Points. The Administration ex- 
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“ isting,—if we can be said to have any;— 
“ is so composed. And when it is consi- 
“ dered that there are three great Parties in 
“ the Nation, two must unite, in Order to 
“ form a Coalition. All Men seem to agree, 
“ that an Administration ought to be con- 
“ stituted on as broad a Basis as possible. 
“ Perhaps it is meant a Ministry composed 
“ of all the three Parties. If such he their 
“ Meaning , I have not any Objection to 
coincide with them in Opinion. The di- 
“ vided and distracted state of the Empire, 
“ demands a Combination of all eminent 
“ Abilities.” Alluding finally to the Appeal 
made by Mr. Jenkinson, “ I am called on,” 
added he, “by a Friend, to declare whether, 
“ during my Administration, I ever found 
“ any secret Influence lurking behind the 
“ Throne, subversive of my Measures or In- 
“ tentions. I will freely avow that I never 
“ did. I have frequently, while in Office, 
*“ received Advice from that Right Honor- 
“ able Gentleman: but I never knew that he 
“ had given any secret Advice to his Sove- 
“ reign, which he was not ready publicly to 
“ justify, if the Occasion demanded it.” No 
Declaration could be less equivocal, nor 
better calculated to undeceive the Believers 
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in secret Influence. But, the Opinion, 
which dated from a very early Period of the 
King’s Reign, had taken too deep a Hold of 
the public Mind, and was sustained with too 
much Art, to be eradicated, although by 
such Testimonies. Even at the present 
Day, that Conviction is by no Means 
extinct. 


Pitt may be said to have terminated the 
Discussion under our Review; and never, 
not even on the 21st of the preceding Month, 
when on the Point of laying down his official 
Situation, did he appear to me more an Ob¬ 
ject of just Admiration ! Lord North and 
Fox having formed their political Union, 
had, both, successively, in the Course of ad¬ 
dressing the House on that Evening, offered 
to receive him into their Coalition. It rested 
with Him to have composed one of the new 
Triumvirate , in which he assuredly would 
not have occupied the meanest Place. He 
might have continued at the Head of the' 
Exchequer under the Duke of Portland, as 
he had been under Lord Shelburne. The 
Odium of the Coalition could not have at¬ 
tached to Him, who had not contributed in 
the most remote Degree to its Formation. 
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Power, and Office, and the Emoluments of 
Place, lay open to him, and seemed to so¬ 
licit his Acceptance: while, on the other 
Side, he beheld the thorny Path of the Law, 
or a more sterile and unproductive Attend¬ 
ance on Parliament, as his only certain Re¬ 
sources. From his official and splendid 
Residence in Downing Street, he must re¬ 
move to Chambers in one of the Inns of 
Court. His Fortune was narrow, and his 
Ambition immeasurable. Yet, placed in a 
Situation so trying to human Nature, his 
elevated Mind, superior to Circumstances, 
aided by a Judgment far beyond his Years, 
enabled him to appreciate, and to reject, the 
glittering Proposition. Perhaps he foresaw 
that an Alliance, such as had been made be¬ 
tween two Heads of Party so discordant;— 
an Alliance equally odious to the Sovereign* 
and to the Majority of the Nation;—how¬ 
ever apparently,solid might be its Founda¬ 
tions, could prove of no Duration. Proba¬ 
bly he even anticipated, at no remote Dis¬ 
tance of Time, his own future ministerial 
Triumph over the two new Allies. Yet 
even admitting these Facts, his Line of Con¬ 
duct does not excite less Astonishment, nor 
detract from his pre-eminent Merit. 
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In his Reply to the Offers of the two Co¬ 
alition Chiefs, he seemed to be impelled and 
animated by Feelings of a higher Descrip¬ 
tion than mere Power could satisfy, unless 
accompanied by Self-Approbation, and con¬ 
scious Rectitude. . “ There are Persons,” 
said he, “ who can easily reconcile to their 
“ Minds, the Sacrifice of old Principles, 
“ and who with Ease adopt new Rules of 
“ Conduct. However such Modes of acting, 
“ may agree with tried Constitutions and 
“ long Habits of Change, I am as yet too 
“ young to relinquish my Opinions, and to 
“ conform my Ideas to the Tide of Interest, 
“ or to the Triumphs of Party! I have 
“ formed one great Principle which regulates 
“ my Conduct, and which has taken too 
“ deep Root in my Bosom, to be erased 
“ even by myself. The Honorable Gentle- 
“ men on the opposite Benches, talk of ex- 
“ tinguishing Animosities, and modifying or 
“ changing their political Opinions, just as 
“ they would change their Gloves. The 
“ same Acts or Measures which to-day they 
“ reprobate, tomorrow they applaud. Those 
“ Persons, whom in the Morning they hate 
“ and condemn, they esteem it honorable, 
“ conscientious, and patriotic, to take to 
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“ their Bosom in the Evening. Such 
“ Maxims are repugnant to my Nature. I 
“ cannot coalesce with Men, whose Senti- 
“ ments are diametrically opposed to . my 
“ own; because, if they come over to my 
“ Ways of thinking, I can place no Confi- 
“ dence in them; and if I were to adopt 
“ their Principles, I should act against my 
“ honest Judgment. Parties, so constituted, 
“ can have no long Continuance. There 
“ may be a seeming Harmony, while their 
“ Interests point the same Road: but, only 
“ a Similarity of Ideas can render political 
“ Friendships permanent.”—“ I therefore,” 
continued he, “ think it indispensable for me 
“ explicitly to declare, that I cannot induce 
“ myself to adopt the Mode of Reasoning , 
“ by which the present grand Coalition is 
“ defended or justified; and that my Prin- 
“ ciples will not conform themselves to the 
“ present Times.” I was a Witness of the 
involuntary Applause extorted by this lofty 
and disinterested Declaration, which at once 
extinguished every Hope of Pitt’s uniting 
with the Coalition. He preferred to reserve 
himself for future Occasions of coming for¬ 
ward in public Life, rather than to purchase 
present Office, by the Dereliction of those 
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Rules of Action, which he had laid down 
for his Guidance, in, and out of Parliament. 
No Reply to so hostile and decided an 
Avowal, was made by either of the Opposi¬ 
tion Chiefs: but, Mr. Coke’s proposed Ad¬ 
dress to the Throne, being put, was carried, 
though not unanimously, yet without any 
Division. 

[*25th—31st March.] His Majesty, never¬ 
theless, having given a vague and inexplicit 
Answer to the Address, by which no Infor¬ 
mation was in Fact conveyed relative to 
the Appointment of new Ministers, Lord 
Surrey agitated the Subject again on the 
27th; and after complaining of the injurious 
Consequences that resulted to the State, 
from a Suspension of all Government, con¬ 
cluded by a Notice, or rather a Menace, 
that, if the vacant Offices were not filled up 
within four Days, he would move for an En¬ 
quiry into the Causes of such Delay. Lord 
North, on the other Hand, deprecated all In¬ 
terference in the present State of the Busi¬ 
ness, as disrespectful to the Sovereign, whose 
gracious Message claimed, he said, the Gra¬ 
titude of the House. The Month of March 
meanwhile rapidly approached its Termina- 
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tion; nor was it till the 31st, that the King, 
having exhausted every Effort for recon¬ 
structing an Administration, of which Pitt 
would have formed the Head; finding the 
Experiment hopeless, as well as impractica¬ 
ble, reluctantly accepted his Resignation. 
Lord Surrey rising in his Place on that 
Day, just at the Time when Pitt entered 
the House, instantly demanded of him, whe¬ 
ther any new Ministers were yet appointed, 
or what Steps had been taken for the Pur¬ 
pose? His Reply, which informed the 
House that he was no longer Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, gave Rise to a Conversation 
of no common Interest, and of considerable 
Length, during which, many curious Facts 
were communicated from various Sides of 
the Assembly. The Lord Advocate of Scot¬ 
land, as an Excuse for the long Period of 
Time which had elapsed since the Resigna¬ 
tion of the first Lord of the Treasury; in¬ 
genuously avowed that his Majesty had 
fully designed to place Mr. Pitt in that 
Office, and to form a new Government under 
his Auspices:—a Determination which the 
King had only relinquished within two 
Hours of the Moment when he was occu¬ 
pied, in addressing the House. A Declara- 
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tion so mortifying to the Coalition , did not 
pass unnoticed or uncensured by Fox. 
After inveighing indirectly against Pitt, as 
the principal Cause of so culpable a Sus¬ 
pension of the Functions of Government; 
and stating that while he remained at the 
Head of the Exchequer, he must be held 
responsible for every Measure performed in 
his official Capacity; Fox seized the Occa¬ 
sion offered, to renew the Charge of secret 
Influence against Mr. Jenkinson, 

Sir William Dolben, when alluding to the 
Mention which had already been made of 
that pretended Interference, in the Course 
of a late Debate; having observed that he 
should call for more than mere Insinuation 
or Assertion, to convince him of its Reality; 
Fox triumphantly appealed to Jenkinson’s 
own Admission. “ The Fact,” exclaimed 
he, “ at which, down to the present Time, 
“ Suspicion has only glanced, Exultation 
“ has avowed. I have not only learned 
“ more than I antecedently knew, but, more 
“ than I ever expected to have heard. I 
“ have learned that a Privy Counsellor, 
“ though he is not a Minister, may offer his 
“ Sovereign Advice, and not be accountable 
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“ for its Effects. Surely, this House will 
“ never sanction a Doctrine so . replete with 
Danger to the State. How are we to 
“ know the Nature of the Advice given, ex- 
“ cept by its Effects? And if that Right 
“ Honorable Gentleman has given Advice 
“ to His Majesty in the present Instance, 
“ He is the culpable Person. The noble 
“ Lord in the blue Ribband, near me, when 
“ called on by him, on a recent Occasion, to 
“ declare whether he ever found any of his 
“ Plans or- Measures frustrated by a con- 
“ cealed Influence, answered, I allow, in the 
“ Negative. But, it must be remembered 
“ that the Individual in -Question, was a 
“ Friend and Supporter of that Administra- 
“ tion. What would the Consequence be, 
• “ if a Ministry, whose Views and Principles 
“ were opposed to his; should find their 
“ Objects subverted, and all their Projects 
“ overturned, by a Person not in any Way 
“ responsible for his Advice? How could 
they act in such a Case? A virtuous Ad- 
“ ministration would have no other Alterna- 
“ tive, than to signify their Disapprobation of 
“ the Interference, by the Resignation of their 
•“ Employments.” I confess that these Obser- 
VOL. III. 2 B 
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vations have always appeared to me, to grow 
out of the British Constitution, which de¬ 
mands, as a primary Principle, Responsi¬ 
bility. Pitt offered no Reply to that Part 
of Fox’s Speech; but he reiterated in the 
most decisive Terms, his fixed Determina¬ 
tion to hold himself wholly unconnected 
with any political Description of Men. “ I 
“ will abide,” said he, “ by the Declaration 
“ which I made on a former Occasion. I 
“ will take no active Part, either for, or 
“ against any Party; but, shall be wholly 
“ guided in my Conduct, by the Measures 
“ pursued. It will not be without the ut- 
' “ most Reluctance, that I shall oppose any 
“ Administration whatever; nor will I do it, 
“ unless impelled by a strong Conviction of 
“ their acting injuriously to the public In- 
“ terests.” Having stated that he held him¬ 
self responsible for every Act performed by 
him as Chancellor of the Exchequer, down 
to the Moment of his Resignation; he con¬ 
cluded by deprecating Lord Surrey’s Mo¬ 
tion as precipitate, and recommending that 
it should be withdrawn without a Division. 

Lord North was by no means silent dur¬ 
ing this interesting Debate, the last which 
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took Place on the State of public Affairs, 
in the lower House of Parliament, previous 
to the Coalition assuming Possession of the 
Government. With equal Eloquence and 
Ability he endeavoured to shew, that the 
Arguments urged against a junction of Par¬ 
ties, on the Ground of antecedent Differ¬ 
ences of Opinion, were futile, and incapable 
of being maintained by Men of Candour, or of 
enlarged Minds. He must nevertheless have 
felt, how much more dignified and elevated 
was his Position, while holding the Balance, 
as he might in some Measure be said to do, 
between Pitt and Pox, than when merged 
in the Vortex of the latter Luminary. Of 
the Loss that he sustained in public Opinion 
by joining the Rockingham Party, he re¬ 
ceived many painful Intimations. Governor 
Johnstone observed during the Debate of 
the 24th of March, that “ the noble Lord in 
“ the blue Ribband, till within the last few 
“ Weeks, enjoyed as much of the national 
“ Confidence, as any Individual in the King- 
“ dom. His Character, as it became more 
“ generally understood, acquired daily more 
“ Respect and Strength: but,” added John¬ 
stone, “ the present Coalition has unques- 
2 b 2 
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“ tionably shaken him in the Estimation of 
“ many of his Friends Sir William Dol- 
ben, of whose cordial Support, Lord North 
must have felt the deepest Sense, as it was 
given him during the most critical Period of 
his Administration; expressed himself on 
the Evening of the 31st of March, in equally 
intelligible Language. After catechizing , if 
l may use the Term, Lord North, respect¬ 
ing the Conditions, which, it was commonly 
supposed, the new Allies attempted to dic¬ 
tate to the King, before they would take 
Office; and hearing that Nobleman’s indig¬ 
nant Denial of the imputed Facts;—Sir Wil¬ 
liam, while he manifested his Dissatisfaction 
at the bare Idea of invading the constitu¬ 
tional Prerogative of the Sovereign, added, 

“ The independent Country Gentlemen, who 
“ have uniformly supported the noble Lord 
“ in the blue Ribband, have done, it from 
“ Approbation of his Principles, not from 
“ his political Power or Influence. If there- 
“ fore he expects a Continuance of their 
“.Support, after his Junction with the Party 
“ which so long opposed him; he must act 
“ in a Maimer consistent with his former 
“ Character and Professions ” 
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Fox, aided by Burke, exerted all his 
Powers of Persuasion, in proving to the 
House, the insuperable Necessity of his co¬ 
alescing with Lord North. Endeavouring to 
enforce a Doctrine so indispensable for his 
own Justification, he observed, “ The prin- 
“ cipal Cause of our Dispute, has been done 
“ away by the Termination of the American 
“ War. On various other Points we still 
“ differ; but we are not more at Variance 
“ than the present Chancellor, and the Mas- 
“ ter-General of the Ordnance; or than the 
“ Secretary of State for the Southern, and the 
“ Secretary for the Northern Department; 
“ or thau the Right Honorable Gentleman 
“ opposite me, (Pitt,) and the learned Lord 
“ his Friend, (Dundas,) seated near him, 
“ have differed in Sentiment upon great con- 
“ stitutional Points. This Country can only 
“ flourish, her Glory can only be maintained, 
“ or her Commerce be preserved, by Unani- 
“ mity within these Walls.” However just 
or solid such Principles may be in them¬ 
selves, their Application in the Persons of 
Lord North and Fox, did not obtain general 
Approbation. Even among those who sup¬ 
ported, many disapproved or condemned 
their Union. An Oblivion of all past Recrh 
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ruinations, though it might be dictated by 
Ambition, and vindicated by Policy, yet 
seemed to imply a mutual Sacrifice of Prin¬ 
ciple. Both the Heads of Party lost much 
of their Popularity; and their Possession of 
Power, neither reposing on royal Favour, 
nor on the Approbation of the People, prov¬ 
ed to be without any deep Foundation, 
These Reflections were however obliterated 
by present Success. Lord Surrey, having 
been induced to withdraw his Motion, on 
the Presumption that a Ministry would be 
formed in the Course of a very few Days, 
the House adjourned. Nor were those Ex¬ 
pectations frustrated:—for, within forty-eight 
Hours afterwards, His Majesty, finding it 
vain to protract his Resistance, and impos¬ 
sible to set up any Administration with a 
Chance of Success; surrendered at Discre¬ 
tion, by sending a second Time for the Duke 
of Portland. 

[2d April.] If we consider, by the Ab¬ 
stract Principles of the British Constitution, 
as recognized at the Revolution of 1688, 
which compels the Sovereign to listen to the 
Voice of the Majority of the House of Com¬ 
mons ; the Conduct of George the Third, in 
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resisting for near six Weeks, their Votes, 
and their Addresses:—if we reflect more¬ 
over, that the Consequence of his Pertina¬ 
city, produced a Suspension of many of the 
essential and vital Functions of the Execu¬ 
tive Government; at-a Moment too, when 
the Exertions of a vigorous Administration 
were peculiarly demanded, in order to re¬ 
duce various of the Military and Naval Es¬ 
tablishments, to the Standard of Peace:—if 
we try his Actions by these Criterions, we 
may be tempted to accuse him of sacrificing 
national Objects, to the Gratification of his 
private Resentments or Prejudices. But, 
Speculation and Practice often lead to such 
opposite Conclusions, that it becomes unsafe 
to reason always from the former, however 
solid may appear the Foundations. It is 
certain, that though the Country anxiously 
desired to see an efficient Government esta¬ 
blished, and deeply lamented the Want of it 
for so long a Time; yet, the King by no means 
suffered in the Estimation of his People at 
large, on Account of the desperate Contest 
that he had maintained against the Coa¬ 
lition. 

The Nation in general regarded the Union 
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formed between Lord North and Fox, as a 
mutual Sacrifice of moral and political Prin¬ 
ciple, to Ambition, or rather, to the Love of 
Office. In vain did those Leaders. endea¬ 
vour to justify it, by recurring* to past Pe¬ 
riods of our History, in particular, to the Year 
1757, when similar Coalitions were known 
to have been made between contending Fac¬ 
tions. The Interval of eleven Months, which 
bad scarcely elapsed since Fox and Burke 
were accustomed, Day by Day, to denounce 
their new Ally, as the most incapable, sub¬ 
servient, and criminal of Ministers, appeared 
too short; and the Transition from Enmity 
to Friendship, seemed too sudden, to admit 
of being easily or satisfactorily explained 
to vulgar Comprehension. His Majesty’s 
Principles, however mistaken they might be, 
were admitted to be upright, and intention¬ 
ally directed always to the Felicity of his 
Subjects. America, which had so long 
formed the Object of Contest, being lost; 
with the Termination of the War, terminated 
likewise the King’s Unpopularity, which had 
principally originated from that Source:— 
while on the other Hand, Fox, who during 
several Years had stood so higli in the Es¬ 
timation of the People, as a Patriot; now 
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in his Turn attracted severe Observations 
on his recent Junction with a Minister, the 
Author, as he asserted, of all the Misfor¬ 
tunes which he had eloquently depictured, 
and which were still deplored throughout 
the Country. These Sentiments and Opi¬ 
nions, which began already to operate, and 
which only required Time to mature, pro¬ 
tected the King against any Effects of po¬ 
pular Disapprobation. But, they could not 
prevent, or longer protract his Surrender to 
the combined Leaders, who now compelled 
him to receive them into his Counsels, with¬ 
out further Delay. 

In the Audience, that he gave the Duke of 
Portland, for the Purpose of forming a new 
Administration, he did not affect to conceal, 
or even to disguise, the painful Emotions by 
which he was agitated on the Occasion. He 
observed to that Nobleman, that the minis¬ 
terial Arrangement to which he now sub¬ 
mitted, being altogether compiilsory, the new 
Ministers might dispose of the Cabinet Places 
and other Offices, as they should think 
proper: that he would not oppose, or refuse 
his Signature, to any Act presented to him 
officially for his Sanction; but, that the Re- 



378 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1783 . 

sponsibility of advising such Measures, must 
wholly rest with them. And he added, that 
he would not create any new British Peers, 
at their Recommendation; a Circumstance, of 
which he gave them distinct, and early Noti¬ 
fication. The Coalition having acquiesced, 
at least tacitly, in these avowed Principles 
of the King’s Conduct, took Possession of the 
Government; the Duke of Portland being 
placed at the Head of the Treasury; and 
Lord John Cavendish a second Time becom¬ 
ing Chancellor of the Exchequer. Fox re¬ 
turned to the Foreign Office, as was natur¬ 
ally to be expected; leaving to Lord North, 
the Secretaryship of State for the Home 
Department. Lord Reppel, who, disap¬ 
proving of the Conditions of the late Peace, 
had resigned the Post of First Lord of the 
Admiralty, immediately after its Conclusion, 
in which high Employment he had been re¬ 
placed by Lord Howe; was reinstated in his 
ancient Functions: while Lord Stormont 
became President of the Council. I have 
been assured that the Nobleman last men¬ 
tioned, did not accept that Situation, till he 
had clearly understood, as he conceived, the 
King’s Pleasure upon the Subject; who not 
only approved, but, wished him to take the 
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Office, as it would exclude an Enemy from 
occupying so important a Place. Yet it is 
difficult to reconcile this asserted Permission 
and Approbation, with the Resentment that 
His Majesty is known to have subsequently 
expressed, at Lord Stormont’s thus actively 
joining the Coalition. The Privy Seal was 
lastly given to the Earl of Carlisle. 

By this new Ministerial Arrangement, the 
Cabinet, which, under Lord North had con¬ 
sisted of nine Individuals; and which, under 
the two succeeding Administrations, was 
augmented to eleven; became reduced to 
seven Persons. At first Inspection, there 
seemed however to be something like an 
equal Distribution of Power, between the 
two Leaders and Parties who had recently, 
coalesced; the Rockingham Party reckon- 
ing four, and their new Allies counting three 
Votes. But, on closer Examination, the 
Fallacy became palpable, and it was evi¬ 
dent that Fox in Reality possessed the whole 
Authority of Government. Not only he 
commanded a numerical Majority: he like¬ 
wise held the Treasury under his complete 
Influence. Nor was this the single Circum¬ 
stance, that gave him a preponderating 
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Weight in every Measure or Deliberation. 
The Energy and Activity of his Talents, 
when contrasted with the Flexibility and 
Indolence of Lord North, doubled his per¬ 
sonal, as well as political Consequence. 
His three Friends in the Cabinet, were more¬ 
over incapable, if they, had even been desir¬ 
ous, of setting Limits to his Ambition, or of 
restraining his Ascendancy. To Fox, the 
Duke of Portland might indeed be said to 
owe his Elevation to the Post of First Lord 
of the Treasury; an Eminence, to which his 
own very moderate Abilities, though sus¬ 
tained by his high Rank, could not of them¬ 
selves have conducted him. In like Manner, 
Lord. Keppel stood indebted for both his 
Place and his Peerage, principally to Fox. 
Lord John Cavendish, from his great here¬ 
ditary Connexions, and recognized Integrity 
of Character, might be esteemed, it is true, 
an Honor and an Ornament to any Minis¬ 
try: but, though independent in Mind and in 
Fortune, yet he appeared to be not the less 
under Fox’s, intellectual Dominion, who on 
all Occasions propelled and guided him, in, 
and out of Parliament. Lord North, on the 
contrary, by no means possessed, or ex¬ 
erted, the same Influence over his two Ca~ 
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binet Adherents, as Fox maintained among 
his Co-adjutors: Lord Stormont in particu¬ 
lar, might be considered as wholly indepen¬ 
dent of Lord North’s Controul. Nor did the 
Offices of President of the Council, and of 
Privy Seal, in themselves confer the same ac¬ 
tive Rights of Ministerial Interference, as did 
the Treasury, the Exchequer, and the Ad¬ 
miralty ; all which Departments lay in Fox’s 
Partition of Employments. These Circum¬ 
stances are not unessential, when we.specu¬ 
late on the State of public Affairs under the 
Duumvirs; and may partly explain the 
Causes, from which arose some of the most 
affirmative Measures, subsequently adopted 
by the Coalition. 

If Fox, however, took effectual Care to 
secure the real Power, of the State in his 
own Hands, he in Return allowed Lord 
North to bestow many of the great osten¬ 
sible Situations about the Court, among his 
immediate Friends. The Earl of .Dart¬ 
mouth, instead of Privy Seal, the Cabinet 
Office that he had formerly held, was made 
Lord Steward : while the Earl of Hertford 
appeared again in the Drawing Room, re¬ 
invested with his white Wand of Lord Cham- 
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berlain. Lord Townsend, restored to his 
ancient Employment, replaced the Duke of 
Richmond at the Head of the Ordnance. 
He was a Nobleman of very considerable 
Ability, but, of great Eccentricity of Man¬ 
ners and Character, which seemed some¬ 
times to approach almost to Alienation of 
Mind. Cheerful in his Disposition, void 
of all Pride or Affectation, communicative, 
affable, convivial, facetious, and endowed 
with uncommon Powers of Conversation, he 
was formed to acquire Popularity. He emi¬ 
nently possessed the dangerous Talent of 
drawing Caricatures; a Faculty which he 
did not always restrain within the Limits of 
severe Prudence, though he no more spared 
himself, than he did others. It is well 
known that he drew his own Portrait, ha¬ 
bited in the State Dress of Lord Lieutenant, 
having his Hands tied behind him, in Order 
to shew how destitute he was of political 
Power, or of the Means of conferring Fa¬ 
vours. This allegorical Picture, I have 
been assured, was hung up in a private 
Cabinet of the Castle at Dublin; and when 
solicited to bestow Offices or Rewards, over 
which he had no Controul, he used to con¬ 
duct the importunate Suitor into the Room; 
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at the same Time asking him if he recognized 
the Likeness, and understood the Applica¬ 
tion. In Ireland, while administering the 
Affairs of that Kingdom during five Years, 
he gave general Satisfaction ; and 1 remem¬ 
ber Courtenay eulogizing him in the House 
of Commons, in the Language which Horace 
uses to Augustus. 

“ Longas, o utinam, Dux bone, Ferias 
Praestes Hibernia ; dicimus integro 
Sicci man& Die, dicimus uvidi, 

Quum Sol Oceano subest.” 

Indeed, not one of the Viceroys sent over 
to Dublin in the Course of twelve Years, 
between 1772 and 1784, could compete with 
Lord Townsend in the Affection of the 
Irish. Lord Harcourt was too grave and 
measured in his Manners; the Earl of Buck¬ 
inghamshire had too cold, stiff, and lofty a 
Deportment; Lord Carlisle was too fine a 
Gentleman, and too highly bred; the Duke 
of Portland and Earl Temple, both, either 
from Disinclination, or from physical Inabi¬ 
lity, observed too rigorously the Virtues of 
Temperance and Abstemiousness ; Virtues 
by no Means congenial to the Soil:—lastly, 
Lord Northington was too infirm in his 
Health, to acquire general Attachment in a 
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Country, where no Qualities, however emi¬ 
nent or meritorious, could recommend to 
national Approbation, unless accompanied 
by persona] Sacrifices and Exertions of va¬ 
rious Kinds. The Duke of Rutland, whom 
Pitt sent over to the Sister Kingdom, early 
in 1784; by,, the Magnificence of his Esta¬ 
blishment, the Conviviality of his Temper, 
and the Excesses of his Table; in all which 
Particulars he resembled his Father, the 
Marquis of,Granby;—obliterated or super¬ 
seded Lord Townsend in their Regard: but, 
he paid for the Triumph with his Life, fall¬ 
ing a Victim in the Vigor of his Age, within 
four Years, to his Irregularities. 

Mr Charles Townsend, commonly called 
“ Spanish Charles,” from the Circumstance 
of his having formerly acted as Secretary to 
the English Embassy at Madrid; and whom 
Pitt created with nine other Individuals, a 
Peer, in 1797, by the Title of Lord Bayning; 
was made Treasurer of the Navy. Wallace 
though labouring under ill Health, became 
once more Attorney General. Lord Sand¬ 
wich, whose Wants made Office essential to 
him;—instead of presiding over the Admi¬ 
ralty, and directing that great Department 
of State, dwindled into Ranger of the two 
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Parks: but, as some Compensation for this: 
official Degradation, bis Son, Lord Hinchin- 
brook; a Nobleman deservedly acceptable to 
his Majesty, as well as one of the most 
honest, loyal, frank, and friendly Men in the 
Kingdom,—for I had the Honour to enjoy 
his Friendship;—was made Master of the 
Buck Hounds. If he fell much below his Fa-, 
ther, in Ability, Application, and Talents for: 
public Business, he possessed greater private 
Virtues. Sir Grey Cooper, who had been 
one pf the joint Secretaries of the Treasury, 
obtained a Seat at the Board. Not that 
Fox appeared by any Means oblivious of 
his Friends; a Fault which never could be 
imputed to him. Burke went back with 
great Alacrity, to the Pay Office; as did his 
Brother, Richard Burke, to the joint Secre¬ 
taryship of the Treasury. Mr. Frederick 
Montagu resumed his Place at that Board: 
while the Earl of Surrey, whose recent 
Services and prominent Merit in Parliament, 
(where he never shrunk from any Exertion, 
however rough or personal,) could not be 
passed over without Remuneration, filled 
the remaining Vacancy. Considerably more 
than two Centuries had elapsed, since the 
gallant and distinguished Earl of that Name, 
vol. hi. 2 c 
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so well known under Henry the Eighth, the 
last who bore the Title, had occupied a 
Situation in the Councils of the Crown. 


Colonel Fitzpatrick was made Secretary 
at War: and though his Talents always ap¬ 
peared to me, to be of a Description more 
elegant than solid; more adapted to enter¬ 
tain and delight, than fitted for the Desk, or 
for the Cabinet; yet 1 have been assured, 
even by those who were not partial to him 
among his own Profession, that he gave' 
great, as well as general Satisfaction, while' 
be held that Employment. His Person, 
tall, manly, and extremely distinguished; 
set off by his Manners, which, though lofty 
and assuming, were nevertheless elegant and 
prepossessing;—these Endowments added. 
Grace to the Attractions of his Conversation. 
No Man’s Society was more eagerly courted 
among the highest Orders, by Persons of 
both Sexes. He possessed no mean poetic 
Talents, peculiarly for Compositions of Wit,* 
Fancy, and Satire, in all which he far ex¬ 
ceeded Fox. The Marriage of his Sister 
with Stephen, Lord Holland, cemented their- 
Intimacy. -They had been brought up to->’ 
gether from early r Life, remained insepar¬ 
able to the last, and were strongly attached 



1783 .] MEMOIRS; 387 

to each other. Fitzpatrick, like his Friend, 
was a constant Votary of Brookes’s Club, 
and became during many Years, a Victim to 
Play; but he possessed one Advantage over 
Fox, namely the Support arising from a 
Profession. As a Member of the House of 
Commons, he obtained no Distinction for 
Eloquence; though he never betrayed, when 
addressing Parliament, arty Want of Ideas, 
Language, or Ability. Under Charles the 
Second, he would have been more in his 
Element and in his Place, .than under such 
a Prince as George the Third; of whose 
Court, he must nevertheless always be con¬ 
sidered to have formed a Constellation and 
an Ornament. In the “ Memoires de Gram - 
mont ” he would assuredly have filled a very 1 
distinguished Niche. I witnessed the Spec¬ 
tacle of his surviving many of the personal 
and intellectual Graces, which Nature had 
conferred on him with so lavish a Hand. 
During the last Months of his Life, weakened 
by the Progress of Diseases which enfeebled 
his Frame, though perhaps without impair¬ 
ing his Powers of Understanding; it might 
be in some Degree said of Fitzpatrick, as 
the King of Prussia observes 'of Prince 
Eugene in the Trenches before Philipsburgh 
2c 2 
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in 1734, “ Ce u'etoit plus' que VOmbre da 
“ grand Eugene .” 

Sheridan became the other Secretary of 
the Treasury, and Lee was replaced in' his 
former Situation of Solicitor General. For 
the Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland, the Earl 
of Northington was selected by Fox. His 
Person, unwieldy, vacillating, and destitute 
of Grace, seemed to disqualify him for any 
active Exertions of Body; nor were his Facul¬ 
ties brilliant: but I have always heard that 
he gave great Satisfaction, and was as much 
beloved, as his Infirmities permitted, during 
the Period of his short Residence in that 
Kingdom. The Embassy to Paris, Fox des¬ 
tined for the Duke of Manchester. His 
Figure, which was noble; his Manners, 
affable and corresponding with his high 
Rank, prepossessed in his Favor: but his 
Fortune bore no Proportion to his Dignity. 
Though a Man of very dissipated Habits, and 
unaccustomed to diplomatic Business, he 
did not want Talents. Such were the lead¬ 
ing Arrangements made by the “ Coalition,” 
on their coming into Power. The Great 
Seal,-which.no Expostulations on the Part 
of the King, could induce them to leave in 
Thurlow’s Hands, and which Wedderbum 
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wisely declined accepting under the Circling 
stances of the Time, was put into Commis¬ 
sion ; Lord Loughborough being, placed at 
its Head. He constituted a valuable Ac¬ 
quisition to the new Ministry in the House 
of Peers. 

Lord North, it must be reluctantly con¬ 
fessed, however Circumstances may justify 
his Union with Fox, on Principles of Policy, 
of personal Safety, or of Necessity ; did not 
perform in this great Drama, the most dig¬ 
nified Part. After having occupied the Post 
of First Minister, at the Head of both the 
Treasury and the Exchequer, for twelve' 
Sessions; it seemed to ordinary Observers, 
no little Degradation, at more than fifty Years 
of Age, to accept the Secretaryship of State 
for the Home Department; and to take his 
Seat as such, on the Treasury Bench where 
he had so long presided, now squeezed be¬ 
tween Fox and Burke. 1 own, that I never 
contemplated him in that Situation, without 
Reflections allied to Pity. It is true that w r e 
have since seen, and still actually behold, an 
Ex-first Minister placed in the same Depart¬ 
ment, after having presided at the Helm du-> 
ring more than three. Years. But, it would 
Ji© invidious, and it is unnecessary, to draw 
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any Comparison between the two Individuals, 
Neither their Descent, the Period of their 
respective Administrations, nor even, ac¬ 
cording to my Estimate, their Abilities, can. 
be considered as having any Similarity, and 
still less, any Parity. Mr. Addington was 
moreover removed from the immediate Scene 
of his Pall in 1804, and translated to the 
upper House' of Parliament: while Lord 
North remaining a Commoner, with the In¬ 
signia of the Garter across his Breast, exhi¬ 
bited a Spectacle of ministerial Greatness in 
Eclipse, like Wolsey, or like Clarendon, or 
like Bolingbroke. Even the Compliments 
and the Caresses of his late bitter Oppo¬ 
nents, now become his Co-adjutors, always 
appeared to me, only to sink him in the 
Estimation of the House. But he seemed, 
himself, to be wholly exempt from, or supe¬ 
rior to, any painful Emotions at the politi¬ 
cal Change that lie had undergone. The 
same cheerful Complacency, ready Wit, 
and unaffected good Humour, always cha¬ 
racterized him under every Circumstance.' 
Sometimes he even jested on his own De¬ 
scent from the highest Situation, to a subor¬ 
dinate Place in Government. The Apart¬ 
ments constituting the Secretary of State’s 
Office at the Treasury, being situate on the 
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second Floor, he experienced some Fatigue 
in ascending so many Steps ; and I recollect 
his once complaining, when out of Breath, of 
the Length of the Staircase. Frequently, 
from the Effect of long Habit, or from Ab¬ 
sence of Mind,, forgetting the Change in his 
official Situation, he went strait to the Trea¬ 
sury Chambers on the first Floor. Such 
was the oblivious Felicity and Equality of 
his Temper, that these Accidents, which 
would have distressed more irritable Men, 
never externally discomposed him. His 
eldest son. Colonel North,' who had so ac¬ 
tively exerted himself to effect the Coali¬ 
tion,, was made one of the two Under Se¬ 
cretaries in his Father's Office. 

[3d—15th of April.] It is unquestionable 
that there existed a Desire, if not a decided 
Intention, on the Part of the new Adminis¬ 
tration, about this Period, of calling up Lord 
North to the House of Peers. The Duke 
of Richmond, when speaking in the House, 
on the eighth Day of April, said, “ Rumours 
“ prevailed, that the Assembly which he ad- 
**■ dressed, was speedily to receive an honor- 
“ able Encrease, by the Introduction among 
** them, of the recently appointed Secretary 
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“ for the Home Department.” Far from de¬ 
nying, the Duke of Portland, then first Lord 
of the Treasury, avowed the Fact. “ As 
“ to the Question put,” answered he, “ it is 
“ true that the Secretary of State just named, 
‘‘ is to -be called up to a. Seat among us: 

“ but, ivhen that Event may take Place , it is. 
“ not. in my Power, to say, for Reasons which 
“must he obvious to every Person who hears 
“me” Allusion,, and even .Mention of the. 
Circumstance, was repeatedly made by Mem¬ 
bers of the House of Commons, without re T 
ceiving any Contradiction. Pitt questioned 
Lord North, on the Subject, only about a 
Fortnight after this Time, Apprehensive of 
that Nobleman’s Opposition to his projected 
Motion for a Parliamentary Reform, Mr. 
Pitt observed, while Speaking iii his Place, 
that “ Report asserted, the noble Lord.in 
the blue Ribband, only remained a Mem: 
“ ber of the lower House, for the Purpose of 
opposing his Proposition,” Lord North 
replied, “ that to spread such a. Report of 
“his remaining in that Assembly, „ for any 
“ particular Design or Object, was.in itself 
very indecent.”-r-“ It becomes not me to 
■y assert,” added he, “ when, or whether I 
may eyer be called up to the other House. 
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“ and honored with a Seat in it. Both the 
“Power and the Will reside in Others. But, 
'‘whether my Stay here may be of longer, 
*“:or of shorter Duration, i will always 
“ perforin my Duty, and give my Opinion 
“ freely upon every Subject that may come 
“ before me.” He could not more clearly 
admit the Truth of the Supposition, though 
various Reasons or Impediments probably 
prevented its Accomplishment. The King 
having expressly informed the Ministers, 
when they came into Office, that he would 
not create any British Peer, at their Recom¬ 
mendation, or Request; it was not likely 
that he would violate his Resolution, in Or¬ 
der to elevate Lord North to that Dignity;; 
against whom, as may be supposed, he felt 
highly offended, or rather indignant, for his 
Union with Fox. - Lord North himself, how'- 
ever well he supported Appearances to the 
World, yet probably would not have dislik¬ 
ed, after the recent Events; to have quitted 
a Scene such as the House of Commons, 
where he made an inglorious Figure, and 
where Recollections very humiliating must 
continually intrude on his Mind. Fox, on 
the other Hand, could not possibly be 
averse to such a Removal^ as he wanted no 
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Co-adjutor to aid him on the Treasury 
Bench ; while Lord North's Retreat would 
have left, him sole Minister, as well as Ma¬ 
nager, of the lower House of Parliament; 
But, for that very Reason, Lord North 
ought to have felt himself in some Measure 
compelled to remain a Commoner. His 
Party, already shaken and diminished, he 
well knew, would have soon crumbled 
away, when they no longer beheld, nor 
could have had daily Access to their Lea¬ 
der. . Neither would he have attracted the 
same Consideration in the other House, as 
he excited in his actual Situation. Pressed 
between the Amity of Fox, and the Hostili¬ 
ty of Pitt, with the Loss of America about 
his Neck, he saw himself obliged, after hav¬ 
ing so long performed the first Figure, to 
become only the third Personage in the 
State. 

The public Business of every kind, which 
had been nearly eight Weeks delayed by the 
extraordinary Occurrences that we have con¬ 
templated, at length began in Parliament. 
For the third Time, within the Space of 
about twelve Months, the Treasury Bench 
exhibited a complete Change. Many Per- 
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sons came down on the ninth of April, 
to witness the extraordinary Spectacle of 
Lord North and Fox taking their Places, 
Side by Side, as joint Secretaries of State:— 
a Metamorphosis, or more properly to 
speak, a Transition, to be ranked among the 
most wonderful which the Eighteenth Cein- 
tury displayed in political Life! The new 
Chancellor of the Exchequer opened his 
financial Administration, a few Days later, 
with a Loan; the Conditions, of which, if not 
as beneficial or advantageous to the Country, 
as might have been wished, were nevertheless, 
he said, as good as could be procured under 
the Circumstances of Urgency and Retard¬ 
ment, in which the culpable Obstinacy of the 
late Ministers had involved every Depart¬ 
ment. Mr. Pitt, who had now taken his 
Place on the Opposition Bench, and who 
from this Time, notwithstanding his Youth, 
was justly considered as the Head of that 
Party in the House of Commons ; opposed 
and censured the Terms of Lord John Ca¬ 
vendish’s Loan; but, without venturing to 
divide the House upon it, as the Coalition , 
he was aware, would have much outnum¬ 
bered him. Governor Johnstone expressed 
himself likewise with great Severity, on the 
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Subject of the Bargain; qualifying never¬ 
theless his Condemnation, with Compliments 
to Lord John’s recognized Integrity and Pu¬ 
rity of Intention. Pox admitted it to be a 
disadvantageous Loan for the Public; but, 
added, that he heard with some Astonish¬ 
ment, the Censures passed on it by Mr. Pitt, 
he being the principal Cause that the Terms 
were bad, by his Delay in quitting Office. 
“ With Respect to a Competition,” conti¬ 
nued he, “ which the Right Honorable Gen- 
M tleman has recommended, as a preferable 
“ Mode, none such could be obtained on the 
“ present Occasion; the Bankers having 
“ connected themselves so strongly, and' 
■ c acted so much in Concert , that it became 
“ impossible to surmount the Impediments 
u raised by them.” Pitt, in Reply, treated 
the Reasons alleged by the Secretary of 
State, with Derision; adding, that “ per- 
“ haps, a Term which had lately become ce- 
“ lebrated, a Coalition of Bankers, might 
“ better express his Meaning, than the Word 
* Concert” Nor did Pitt limit his Sarcasms 
to political Allusion:—for, Pox having, in 
Order, to justify the Principle on which the 
twelve Millions had been borrowed, adverted 
to the Doctrine of Chances; Pitt replied,- 
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that “ the Reasoning adopted, was only be- 
“ coining a Gambler and a Gamester, 'who 
‘‘ takes up Money desperately, without in- 
“> tending ever to repay the Principal.” The 
Secretary retorted with Asperity^ vindicated 
himself from the Imputation thrown on him, 
and by very solid Arguments supported the 
Transaction. Lord North, who was pre¬ 
sent, took merely a subordinate Part in the 
Debate, leaving the Burthen to be supported 
by Fox. Pitt’s moral Superiority to his 
ministerial Antagonists, as resulting from 
Character, was strongly manifested through¬ 
out the whole Discussion. 

[25th of April.] Lord John’s Loan hav¬ 
ing borne a Premium of eight per. Cent, 
within a Week after its Negotiation, the 
Subject was , again agitated in Parliament 
with augmented Violence, Fox still taking 
on himself the principal Defence of the Mea¬ 
sure. As he persisted to render the late 
Ministers responsible for the Terms, on Ac¬ 
count of the Hurry in which it was una¬ 
voidably concluded, Pitt called on him to 
desist, from using such Language;; or, if he 
continued it, to come forward with a Charge 
against himself, and not to make it by Insk 
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nuation, but, in direct Words. Lord North 
vainly endeavoured to moderate these mu¬ 
tual Recriminations, and to infuse some 
good Humour into the Discussion! Pitt 
was not to be mollified by Wit, or conci¬ 
liated by Advances. “ The Secretary of 
“ State,” said he, “ not content with atterapt- 
“ ing to justify the Loan, accuses me of 
“ neglecting to borrow while I was Chan- 
** cellor of the Exchequer, when the three 
“ per Cents were up at 70. Has he for- 
“ gotten the Menaces which were thrown 
“ out against the late Administration, if they 
“ attempted to negotiate any Measure of Fi- 
“ nance? Was not this House urged to 
“ watch us narrowly, in Order that no Loan 
“ might be set on Foot; not even the Muti- 
“ ny Bill passed, so necessary for control- 
“ ing the Army ; nor any Act which could 
“ appear like the Operation of permanent 
“ Ministers, because a Coalition had been just 
“formed to seize upon the GovernmentT< 
Such an Expression was not of a Nature 
to be passed over by the Secretary, in Si¬ 
lence. “ 1 insist,” answered he, “ that it is 
“ a rash and unjustifiable Assertion. The 
“ late Cabinet was driven from Office, as, I 
trust, every Cabinet will be, the Members 
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“ of which act wrong, by a Majority of this 
House. By the same constitutional Means, 
“ the Ministry of the noble Lord near me, 
“ was removed; a Measure in which the 
“ Right Honorable Gentleman fully concur- 
“ red.—Does he now mean to deny that the 
“ House of Commons possesses any Right of 
<c Interference in the Government of the Coun- 
try ? If he does, the indecent Expression 
“ which he has just used, may be consistent 
“ with such Principles. But, if he has not 
c< forgotten or abandoned his original Ideas 
“ and Opinions, I hope he will forbear from 
“ applying such Appellations to the Line of 
“ Conduct, which, twelve Months ago, he 
“ himself approved.” Far, however, from 
disavowing, or in any Degree retracting the 
obnoxious Words, Pitt hot only repeated 
them; blit, declared that he meant to use 
them on all future Occasions, as being the 
only appropriate Expressions, when allucP 
ing to the Manner in which the Coalition had 
obtained Possession of Power. “ I confess 
at the same Time,” added lie, “ that had 
“ they ever been applied to the Conduct which 
“ drove from Employment, the noble Lord 
“ in ; the blue Ribband, I should have ex- 
“ pressed my Indignation at it: but, I never- 
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‘‘ can consent to regard two Tilings so dis- 

similar, in the same Point of View.” If 
public Opinion, independent of Parliament, 
could have raised any Man to Office, Pitt* 
would unquestionably have been elevated in 
April, J783, to the Situation which he at-* 
tained eight; Months later, in December of 
the same Tear. But, the Coalition for the 
present remained Masters of the Govern¬ 
ment, and compelled him to coniine his Op¬ 
position to verbal Remonstrances. ' He- 
knew his Party to be too weak for hazarding- 
a Division, which could only have exposed' 
the Paucity ofliis Numbers. 

[7th May.] Nor did Pitt prove more suc¬ 
cessful in an Attempt which he soon after¬ 
wards renewed, to effect a. Parliamentary 
Reform, than he had been in the former Ses¬ 
sion. He pronounced indeed, a most elo¬ 
quent Address upon the Subject, and was, 
supported in his Motion, by Fox. Two, 
Proselytes likewise, Mr. Thomas Pitt, and, 
Mr. Dundas, having read, each, their politi¬ 
cal Recantation, adopted his Principles for 
rendering the Representation more extended, 
as well as more pure and incorrupt. But,' 
the House remained deaf to all these Argu- 




MEMOIRS. 


401 


1781 ] 

men ts, though illustrated by Examples ; the 
latter of which did not even appear to have 
obtained for those who exhibited them, the 
Praise either of Disinterestedness, or of Sin¬ 
cerity. Fox and Sheridan, while they sus¬ 
tained Pitt’s Proposition, yet treated with 
Contempt and Derision, the pretended Sa¬ 
crifice of the Borough of Old Sarum, which 
Mr. Thomas Pitt affected to offer up at the 
Shrine of the British Constitution, as a Vic¬ 
tim to its renovated Purity. If we reflect on 
the close Degree of Consanguinity that ex¬ 
isted between William and Thomas Pitt, 
who were Cousins-German; a Relationship 
strengthened by personal Friendship:—and 
if we likewise recollect that Thomas repre¬ 
sented the elder Branch of the Family; we 
may perhaps incline to think that he relied 
on being speedily raised to the Peerage, for 
this Mark of Devotion, as effectively took 
Place scarcely eight Months afterwards. 
Dundas, who had a long and a keen poli¬ 
tical Sight, having already determined on at¬ 
taching his future political Fortune to Pitt, 
probably thought a speculative political Te¬ 
net to be undeserving of Contention. But, the 
Recantation pronounced by both, rather 
tended to throw a Ridicule on the Propose 
vol. in. 2 p 
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tion, than to recommend it to the House. 
Lord North made ample amends for his pas¬ 
sive Inactivity during the preceding Session> 
when a similar Discussion had taken Plage. 
He spoke with uncommon Ability, Wit, and 
Force of Argument, against all representati ve 
Innovation. Powis, who rarely coincided 
with him on any Point, joined him on this 
Occasion. 

It has always appeared to me, that Pitt’s 
Proposition for a Parliamentary Reform in 
1783, was liable, to less Exception, than his 
Motion of the preceding Year. The latter, 
which he made in May, 1782,. opened wide 
the Door of Innovation, as it proposed “ a 
“ Committee to be appointed, for enquiring 
“ into the State of the national Representa¬ 
tion in Parliament;” whereas on the pre¬ 
sent Occasion, he named his specific Reme¬ 
dies for the alledged Evil. Among them, 
the principal Cure for Court Influence and 
Corruption, was “ an Addition of Knights 
“ of the Shire, and of Representatives of the 
“ Metropolis.” We must own, that as far as 
Theory may be trusted, of all the Experi¬ 
ments which could be tried on the British 
Constitution, this seems to promise the fairest 
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for Success, or in all Cases to be productive 
of the least Injury. It was compared per¬ 
haps with Propriety, to the Infusion of new 
Blood into the animal Body. Pitt left the 
deliberative Wisdom of Parliament to deter¬ 
mine how many County Members should be 
added; but he gave it as his own Opinion, 
that they ought not to be under one Hundred, 
Powis, who spoke very early in the De¬ 
bate, admitted, that among all the Measures 
devised for ameliorating the Composition of 
the lower House of Parliament, the present 
was open to least. Objection ; but he did not 
on that Account allow it to be proper for 
Adoption. With great. Ability and Effect 
he called on the Clerks to produce, and to 
read over, as most essential when such a 
Subject was under Discussion; the Peti¬ 
tions for a more equal or extended Repre¬ 
sentation, from the populous Town&of Bir¬ 
mingham, Manchester, and Sheffield. After 
a careful Examination, the Clerks informed 
him, that not one of those three great manu¬ 
facturing Places had sent any Petition to 
Parliament. “ What! Not to be found in 
“ the List!” exclaimed Powis. “ How neg- 
“ ligent! How oblivious of their Duty to 
“ the State, and to themselves! Do they 
2d 2 
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“ then regard themselves as Outcasts from 
“ the Constitution! How can they so forget 
“ to demand a Boon which would restore 
“ them to Employment, to Trade, and to 
“ Happiness!” The House felt the full Force 
of this ingenious Sarcasm. 

Mr. Thomas Pitt, though he. exposed him r 
self to much severe Comment, not unaccom¬ 
panied with Ridicule, for his Tergiversation 
in supporting the present Motion, when in thq 
preceding Session he had opposed a Propo r 
sition of a similar Nature; yet alledged some 
very plausible Reasons for his Versatility. 
He was indeed a very plausible Speaker, and 
had a seductive Species of Eloquence which 
characterized him. Nor did he, though he 
coincided with his Relation and Friend, by 
any means disgrace himself in the Manner of 
doing it. On the contrary, while he surren¬ 
dered to the Principle, he opposed and re¬ 
sisted the Application. To the Augmenta¬ 
tion of the County Members he assented; 
but, not to the Number , below which the 
Mover had declared, they ought not to fall.. 
Mr. Thomas Pitt protested against the In¬ 
troduction of so large a Body of new Men, 
who would far exceed, he said, the Limits 
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dictated by Prudence and Caution. “ If 
“ no other Person will do it,” added he, “ I 
“ will offer an Amendment, by'inserting the 
“ Words, an Augmentation of one Member to 
“ each County in England and Wales; and 
“ I am determined to take the Sense of the 
“ House upon it.” There was nothing servile 
or dependant in this Conduct. Having ex¬ 
pressed in Language of Energy and Anima¬ 
tion, his Respect fora well balanced, limited, 
and mitigated Monarchy, such as ours ought 
ever to be; he drew with the Pencil of a 
Master, the two extreme Cases; one, of a 
Minister who should throw all Power into 
the Scale of the Crown; contrasted with the 
other, who avowed his Intention of making 
the Balance preponderate in Favour of the 
People. It was not possible to mistake, that 
by the former Portrait, he meant to desig¬ 
nate Lord North; by the latter, Fox. Both 
were highly coloured, yet not destitute of 
Truth. When he had depictured the Cala¬ 
mities resulting from a bad Administration, 
supporting itself by Corruption, in Defiance 
of public Opinion, of the independent Part 
of Parliament, and of the Nation; which 
Government he denominated “ the more ab- 
“ solute, as wearing the Mask of Liberty;” 
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he held up to View, the opposite Extreme. 
“If” observed he, “ on the other Hand, in a 
“ Constitution poised like our own, the Force 
“ of Cabal and Faction could at any Time 
“ seize on the executive Authority , equally a- 
“ gainst the Sense of the Sovereign , and of the 
“ People;—if the titular Monarch should he 
“ so disarmed and pinioned, as to he alloived 
“ no Choice in the Nomination of his Minis- 
“ ters; no Opinion as to the Measures pur* 
“sued; no freeWill as to granting or with* 
“ holding the Favours and Graces of the 
“ Crown;—in a Word, if nothing should re- 
“ main to the Monarch , except the mortify- 
“ ing Pre-eminence of sustaining daily Insults 
“ oh the Throne;—I should not hesitate to de- 
“ nominate such a Government, a Republic ; 
“ and a Republic of the worst Description” 

Neither of the two Secretaries of State 
could pass over without Notice, Allusions at 
once so severe and so personal. Lord North 
contrived, with uncommon Felicity of Argu¬ 
ment and Expression, to blend his own De¬ 
fence, with the Opposition which he made to 
the Motion. Rarely have I witnessed, even 
from Him, a Display of greater Talent, Plea¬ 
santry, and sound Reasoning. Borrowing Part 
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of bis Artillery from Sliakspeare, he played, 
in a Manner peculiarly entertaining, upon 
the Hundred Knights proposed by Pitt, to 
be added to the County Members. “ 7 say, 

“ however, as I trust the Majority will say, 

“ this Night,” continued he, “ No! not fifty. 

“ What! not fifty! No! not one.”—The 
'‘ American War is held up to our View, as 
“ if it had-been the War of the Crown, in 
“ Contradiction to the Wishes of the People. 

“ 1 deny the Pact. It< was the War of-Par- 
“Miament,' sanctioned- throughout its whole 
“- Progress, by both Houses. It was more. 
“It was the War of the People, undertaken 
“ for the Purpose of maintaining their Rights 
“ over the Dependencies of the Empire. It 
“ Was, in its Commencement, 'a popular 
“ War. Could the pretended Influence of 
“ the Crown have not only procured Maj6- 
“ rities approaching nearly to Unanimity, 
“ within these Walls; but, almost unani- 
“ mous Approbation without Doors?—True 
“ it is, that ill Success rendering it at length 
“ unpopular, the People began to cry out 
“ for Peace. Had the Constitution been so 
“ corrupt, or so disordered, as these Refor- 
“ mers assert; how comes it that the Voice 
“ of the People and of this House, has so 
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“ recently prevailed against the Power and 
“ Influence of the Crown?” 

After having demonstrated that the Peti¬ 
tions from various Counties of the Kingdom, 
laid upon the Table, had been surreptitiously 
obtained, or were signed only by a Minority 
of the Inhabitants and Freeholders; he en¬ 
treated the Indulgence of the House, while he 
said a few Words personal to himself. Never 
did I witness a more enthusiastic or more 
universal Encouragement than he received, 
to induce him to proceed! “ Well, Sir,” 
said he, addressing the Chair, “ the Fact to 
“ which I allude, is the Accusation respect- 
“ ing bad Ministers being continued in 
“ Office, by the over-ruling Influence of the 
“ Crown, against the Wishes of the People. 
“ This is not a random Stroke. Its Direction 
“ may be discovered, by the Quarter from 
“ which it comes; and I will not affect to 
“ think that it can be levelled against any 
“ other Person than myself. But, the At- 
“ tack is altogether unjust. 1 was not a 
‘‘ Minister of Chance, picked up by the So- 
“ vereign, and unknown to Parliament. It 
“ was here 1 first became known. In my 
“ Rise I was the Creature of Parliament. 
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“ When I fell, I was its Victim. You raised 
“ me up. You pulled me down. Does my 
“ Administration shew the undue Influence 
“of the Crown? No! Sir, the History of 
“ my political Life forms a Proof, which 
“ will overturn a thousand wild Assertions, 
“that there is a corrupt Influence in the 
“ Crown, which destroys the Independence 
“ of this Assembly. Where then is the Ne- 
“ cessity for this paraded Reformation ? ”— 
“ The Addition of a hundred, or even of 
“ fifty County Members, would give to the 
“ landed Interest, a decided Superiority over 
“ the monied and the commercial. But, let 
“ us not begin to invade the Fabrick of the 
“ British Constitution, which preserves the 
“ due Equipoize between the several great 
“ Interests of the Empire! Principiis obsta. 
“ Let us act as the Representatives, not as 
“ the Deputies, , of the People. We are not 
“ to refer to Them , before we determine. 
“ We are to use our own Discretion, seeking 
“ no other Guidance. In a Word, let us 
“ reject those specious, but, dangerous Mea- 
“ sures, which, if once adopted, will inevit- 
“ ably lead to Subversion!” We are at a 
Loss whether most to admire, the Principles, 
the Eloquence, or the Reasoning of this ad- 
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mirable Address, which would of itself suf¬ 
fice to place Lord North in the first Rank 
of wise, enlightened, and patriotic States¬ 
men. 

Fox displayed On that Night, his usual 
Ability; but he found himself painfully si- 5 
tuated; hampered by his Declarations when 
out of Office; compelled to vote against his 
Colleague, and to support Pitt, whom he 
apprehended as his most formidable Adver¬ 
sary. He took however a sort of Revenge, 
by holding up Mr. Thomas Pitt to Ridicule. 
Probably, if he. could have relied on conti¬ 
nuing in Office, he Would have been inclined 
to imitate the two Examples set him by 
Thomas Pitt and by Dundas. And as they 
had abandoned in. some Degree their pre¬ 
ceding Opinions and Declarations, in Order 
to cement their Connexion with the Mover 
of the Proposition; so the new Secretary 
might have manifested some Symptoms of 
a more favourable Disposition towards the 
Crown, and less Ardor for popular Rights, 
than he had hitherto exhibited in Parlia¬ 
ment. But, Fox well knew on what loose 
Foundations his. Power reposed. He felt 
the strong Alienation by which the King 
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was animated, towards him and his Asso¬ 
ciates in Office; and he therefore did not 
venture on any Step, which might compro¬ 
mise him with bis Westminster Constitu¬ 
ents, or expose him to the Imputation of 
Inconsistency and Apostacy. Throughout 
the whole Period of Pox’s Ministerial Ca¬ 
reer, while a Member of the Coalition , he 
seems never to have forgotten that he held 
his Situation, not by: the Choice of the So- 
vereign, but, in Contradiction to his Will. 
He was in Pact a Tribune, arrayed in Con¬ 
sular Robes, who always beheld before him 
the Palace Yard Convocations, and consi¬ 
dered himself; as a Representative, of the 
People, rather than a Minister of George the 
Third. Pitt, on the contrary, even while 
Seated on the Opposition Bench, appeared 
to anticipate his speedy Return to Power .as 
certain, and only to wait for the Occasion 
presenting itself, to resume his former 
Functions. 

Two Individuals of great Eminence in 
Parliament, were prevented on that Occa¬ 
sion, though by very different Causes, from 
delivering their Opinions, on Pitt’s proposed 
Measure of Reform. The first, Sir George 
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Saville, who rose when Mr. Thomas Pitt 
sate down, and who always strongly sup¬ 
ported every Proposition for restraining the 
Power of the Crown; was compelled by se¬ 
vere Indisposition to stop short, after pro¬ 
nouncing only a few Sentences. The Dis¬ 
orders under which he laboured, and which 
had already impaired his bodily Strength, 
though not the Activity of his Mind, con¬ 
ducted him soon afterwards to the Grave. 
Burke, whose powerful Abilities would have 
been thrown into the opposite Scalefor, 
he was always an Enemy to Experiments 
on the Representation, or on the Constitu¬ 
tion;—stood up when Fox concluded, with 
the Intention of replying to the Arguments 
of the Secretary his Friend. But, the Dis¬ 
inclination evinced to hear him, and the 
Noise made by those Members who dreaded 
the Prolixity of his Speeches, was so great, 
as at once to irritate and disgust a Man, who, 
with all his splendid Talents, never learned 
or practised the Secret of knowing how and 
when to address the House. With strong 
Marks of Indignation in his Countenance 
and Gestures, he resumed his Seat. With 
perfect Truth did Goldsmith assert of 
Burke, when preparing to open his exhaust- 
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less Stores of Knowledge, to Men fatigued, 
or averse to receive his Information, that 

<c He thought of convincing, when they thought of 
dining:” 

while Sheridan possessed so nice a Tact, 
and knew so well how to contract his Mat¬ 
ter, when he perceived an Impatience or a 
Disinclination to listen, that, he never ex¬ 
perienced the mortifying Rejection which 
Burke provoked. 

Rigby made a conspicuous Figure to¬ 
wards the Close of .this memorable Debate, 
Unlike Dundas, who had laid at the Feet 
of Pitt, his former Opinions; Rigby main¬ 
tained them in all their Force. Nor did he 
fail to express the utmost Astonishment at 
the Change which had taken Place in the 
Sentiments of his Friend the.learned Lord^ 
on the Subject under Discussion. The 
Friendship to which he alluded, had how¬ 
ever sutiered some Injury since Lord North’s 
Resignation, during more than a Year, in 
Consequence of the rapid Succession of mi¬ 
nisterial Changes, and political Events; and 
they no. longer acted, as formerly, in Con- 
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cert. Dundas kept his Eye only upon Pitt. 
Rigby, pressed to pay into the Exchequer, 
his vast Balances of public Money, was 
compelled to adapt his Conduct to Circum¬ 
stances. Their Union might indeed be al¬ 
ready considered as at an End. The 
Ex-Paymaster finally joined the Coalition: 
while the Lord Advocate remained unalter¬ 
ably attached to the rising Star of Chatham; 
by the Influence of which, added to his own 
distinguished Abilities, he not'only attained, 
and long occupied, some of the highest Em¬ 
ployments; but, ultimately closed his Ca¬ 
reer in the upper House of Parliament. On 
the present Occasion, Rigby expressed him¬ 
self with his blunt, habitual, contemptuous 
Frankness of Language and of Manner. 
Having treated the Petitions for a more equal 
Representation, as undeserving serious No¬ 
tice, and alluding to the proposed Addition 
of County Members. “ I do not allow,” ex¬ 
claimed he, “ that they are more respectable 
“ than the Burgesses. I am, myself, a Bur- 
“ gess, and so is the Mover of this Question. 

“ Never will I consent to any Innovation or 
“ Augmentation in the actual Numbers of 
“ the Commons. Nay, I would prefer be- 
“ holding another Member added to the Bo- 
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“ rough of Old Sarum, which consists only 
“ of a single Tenement, rather than allow 
“ another Member to the City of London, 
“ which is already sufficiently represented 
“ in this Assembly.”-^—-“ The Spirit of In- 
“ novation has. been carried too far, while 
“ the. Influence of the Crown is too much 
“curtailed. Will Ministers assert,” conti¬ 
nued he, looking across the House at Fox, 
“ that they do not feel it; and feel it as an 
“ Impediment to Government, in carrying 
“ on the most necessary Measures of Admi¬ 
nistration?”—The Secretary of State sig¬ 
nifying by his Gestures, that He did not 
agree to the Assertion, “ I well know,” said 
Rigby, without being disconcerted, “ that 
“ here, in this House, I shall receive no 
“ other Reply. It won’t do for Gentlemen 
“ who -have been most clamorous in Oppo- 
“ sition, and who have for many Sessions 
“ declaimed against the Influence of the 
“ Crown; to admit in the Face of those 
“whom they have misled, that they now, 
“ when seated on the Treasury Bench, smart 
“ under the Inconvenience which they have 
“ themselves produced. Bub I am sure, 
“they feel it, and the Public feel.it not. 
“ less.”——“ I am as great an Enemy to a 



416 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1783 . 


“ dangerous Extension of the royal Influ- 
“ ence, as any Man within these Walls: but, 
“ it forms as necessary an Ingredient in the 
“ Constitution, as the Power of the Com- 
“ rnons. And I hope, the Time is not re- 
“ mote, when that Influence, so decried of 
“ late, will be restored to its former neces- 
“ sary and beneficial Extent.” We cannot 
wonder that such Opinions and Principles, 
however.odious they might be to the Multi¬ 
tude convened in Palace Yard, should have 
formed powerful Recommendations at St. 
James’s. Mr. Pitt’s Resolutions were finally 
negatived- by a far greater Majority than im 
the preceding Year; out of near four hun¬ 
dred and fifty Members who voted, only 
one hundred and forty-nine having divided 
with him. 

[May.] No Man in Office made a more 
conspicuous Figure, or attracted more At¬ 
tention, during the Session under Conside¬ 
ration, than Burke: but, it was not by any 
Means such as his Friends and Admirers 
could contemplate either with Pride, with 
Pleasure, or even with Approbation. It ex¬ 
cited indeed great Regret, that a Person en¬ 
dowed with Parts so eminent, and appa- 
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rently animated by Philanthropy so ex¬ 
tended, should nevertheless allow himself 
at Times to be led into the most unjustifi- 
ble Deviations from ordinary Prudenc§ and 
Propriety of Conduct. In the present In¬ 
stance he involved his Party, as well as him¬ 
self, in equal Embarrassment, by his in¬ 
temperate Precipitation. Two Individuals, 
Powell and Bern bridge, the one Cashier, the 
other Accountant, of the Military Pay Of¬ 
fice, having been accused of Malversation in 
the Discharge of their Functions, had been 
dismissed by Colonel Barre from their 
Offices, while he was Paymaster of the 
Forces, under Lord Shelburne’s Adminis¬ 
tration. On Burke coming again into that 
Employment, one of his first Acts, without 
previously consulting Fox upon the Subject, 
was to reinstate both those Persons in their 
respective Situations. Such a Proceeding 
relative to Functionaries laboring under 
heavy Charges, and about to become Sub¬ 
jects of criminal Prosecution in the Court of 
King’s Bench, naturally formed an Object 
of Discussion in the House of Commons, 
where it excited very pointed Animadver¬ 
sion. Burke, petulant and irritable, defended 
with Warmth the Step that he had taken, 
vol. hi. 2 E 
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though a Measure in itself evidently contrary 
to the Judgment of all Parties. Fox,, while 
he tacitly lamented and disapproved the 
Act, yet, as he never abandoned his Friends 
in Distress, endeavoured to justify its Au¬ 
thor. The Interference was, nevertheless, 
peculiarly, painful and delicate on. his Part; 
Powell, who had risen under his Father, the 
late Lord Holland, being supposed to have 
connived at some of the Appropriations of 
public Money, which were attributed, per¬ 
haps, very unjustly, by popular Prejudice, .to 
that Nobleman, while Paymaster of the 
Forces. It was for the corrupt Conceal¬ 
ment of a Sum exceeding.forty-eight thou¬ 
sand Pounds in the Accounts of Lord Hol¬ 
land, that Powell and Bern bridge were now 
about to undergo a Trial. No Circumstance 
therefore could have been less agreeable to 
Fox, while standing in the conspicuous Si¬ 
tuation of Secretary of State, than to be thus 
compelled by Burke’s Imprudence in re¬ 
storing them to their Places, to come for¬ 
ward as the Advocate and Apologist of such 
a Transaction. 

On the first Agitation of the Business, 
Pitt having observed, that the Restoration 
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of two Men accused of Malversation, ap¬ 
peared to reflect in no ordinary Degree, on 
the Authors of their Dismission; as well as 
on the late Attorney-General, (Kenyon,) who 
had given his decided Opinion against both 
the Individuals; Sheridan rose, in Order to 
justify the Transaction, as far as it involved 
Ministers in any Culpability. His Vindi¬ 
cation seeming to bear hard upon Kenyon, 
as if he had neglected his official Duty in 
hot commencing and following up a Prose¬ 
cution against them; He, who possessed a 
more than common Portion of Irritability, 
instantly came forward. In Terms the most 
explicit he protested, that as soon as the 
Case of Powell and Bembridge was laid 
before him, he had delivered his Opinion, 
that they ought to become Objects equally 
of a civil and a criminal Pursuit. “ In so 
<f strong a Point of View,” added he, “ did 
“ I see their Conduct, as to leave me no 
“ Hesitation in declaring to the Persons who 
“ were then in Power, that such enormous 
“ Offenders ought not*to be suffered to re- 
“ main in Places of Trust.” Under this 
heavy Charge, made from so high a Quarter, 
Burke did not at first display any unbecom¬ 
ing Warmth. On the contrary, he rather 
2 e 2 
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endeavoured to extenuate, to explain, and 
to palliate, than either, wholly to depy, or to, 
yindic^te, the Acts committed in his Office. 
But, Martin, who had always expressed a, 
decided, Condemnation of the (Joalition, 
yrhich political Junction lie embraced every 
Opportunity of reprobating; having observed; 
that he regarded the Restoration of the 
Cashier and Accountant of the Military Pay 
Qffice, as: a gross and daring Insult to the 
Public;, Burke lost all Controul over, his 
Temper. In a Manner the most furious, 
starting up from the Treasury. Bench on, 
which he was seated, he unquestionably 
would have given way to his Rage, in Words 
the most unbecoming, if more than one of 
his Friends near him, had not forcibly pulled; 
him down in his Place, and held him there.. 
Sir Edward Astley having nevertheless re¬ 
peated Martin’s Assertion ; adding, that “ to 
“replace two Individuals accused of a 
“ Crime amounting to public Robbery, im- 
“ plied a Contempt , of public Opinion, and 
“ was a daring Insult;” Fox found it high* 
Time to interfere. His Speech, while s it> 
implied his Regret, at the injudicious Con¬ 
duct of the Paymaster, and his Disapproba-. 
tion of the whole Transaction, yet made the 
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most temperate, able, and effectual Appeal 
to the Candour and Liberality bf the House. 
After declaring that he never had heard of 
the Restoration of the two Persons in Ques¬ 
tion, till Burke himself had communicated 
to him the Fact, at St. James’s, just as he 
was entering the King’s Closet ; he readily 
admitted the indispensable Necessity for an 
Enquiry taking Plaice. “ But,” added tie, 
“ Mr. Burke thinking that Punishment 
“ ought not to precede Enquiry, has res 
u stored them to their Situations; deter- 
“ mined, no doubt, on suiting his future 
“ Conduct to the eventual Issue.” With 
great Address Fox threw a Veil over the In¬ 
firmity of his Friend; and being assisted by 
the Speaker, who declared the whole Con¬ 
versation to be disorderly, as there was not 
any Question before the House, the Busi¬ 
ness was stopped. This Discussion took 
Place on the second of May. 

[19th—21st May.] A Transaction of so 
extraordinary a Nature, which involved in 
it, either the Paymaster who had suspended, 
or the Paymaster who had restored, the two 
accused Individuals; though it might be ar¬ 
rested for a short Time, yet could not how- 
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ever be "wholly suppressed by ministerial 
Power and Interference. , The Belief and 
even Conviction of Powell and Bembridge’s 
Guilt, becoming universal, the Subject was 
soon renewed in the House of Commons. 
Lord Newhaven, one of the two Members 
for Gatton in Surrey, a Borough of which he 
was then the Proprietor; and who had been 
raised from the Bank of a Baronet, to the 
Dignity of an Irish Peer, by Lord North, 4 
during the Course of his Administration; 
became the involuntary Instrument of re¬ 
viving the Discussion. For, he having made 
a Motion on the 24th of April, to lay on the 
Table, the Treasury Minute respecting the 
Suspension of Powell and Bembridge, with 
a View to commence an Enquiry into the 
Affair; now moved to discharge the Order. 
He assigned as a Reason for this seeming 
Inconsistence, that a Prosecution having 
been commenced in the Courts below, it 
would be unbecoming to continue the En¬ 
quiry within those Walls. But, his Propo¬ 
sition was strongly opposed from various 
Quarters. Sir Cecil Wray, who, though he 
possessed no. superior Talents, was inde T 
pendent in Mind, as well as in Fortune; ex-? 
pressed his Astonishment that the Paymas-: 
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ter General should reinstate two Persons, 
suspected of so great a Crime as the Em¬ 
bezzlement of public Money. The Reasons 
assigned by Burke for his.Conduct, namely, 
“ that he believed them innocent; and that 
“ he was responsible, not to the House, but, 
“ to the Public,” appeared to him, (Sir Cecil 
Wray,) by no Means satisfactory. 

Mr. Powis, as well as other Members, sus¬ 
taining the Arguments, Burke was necessitat¬ 
ed to enter on his Defence, which he did with 
Temper, if not with Judgment. It would, 
indeed, have been most imprudent, as well as 
dangerous, to have allowed his Anger to 
predominate over his Reason, after plunging 
himself into so complicated an Embarrass¬ 
ment. He excused the Violence which he 
had displayed during the former Debate, by 
alledging the Respect that he felt for the 
House, and his extreme Sensibility to any 
Marks of their Displeasure. But, he in the 
same Breath desired it to be understood, 
that nothing could be more remote from his 
present Intention, than to offer any Excuse 
for his Conduct relative to the two unfortu¬ 
nate Gentlemen in Question. “ On that 
“ Point,” added he, “ 1 feel such a Sunshine 
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“ of Content within, that if the Act were 
V undone, I am convinced I should repeat.it. 
“ My invariable Maxim and Rule of Con- 
“ duct, is to compassionate and to protect 
“ the unfortunate, while I do not find them 
“ to be criminal. The Individuals under 
“ Discussion, have been committed to iny 
“ Protection by Providence, and I have only 
“ performed my Duty, by replacing them in 
“ their Situations.—I nevertheless disclaim 
“ every Idea of having either acted in Con- 
“ cert with His Majesty’s Ministers, or of 
“ even having asked their Advice. Nay 
“ more, I protest that I have retained these 
“ Persons in Office, contrary to their own 
“ Prayers and Entreaties.—As to my own 
“ Share in this Affair, I care not how deeply 
“ it is, probed. My Mind, filled with con- 
“ scious Rectitude of Intention, was never 
“ more tranquil than on the present Occa- 
“ sion.” 

A Defence, if such it can properly be de¬ 
nominated, which seemed to set all com¬ 
mon Rules of human Action at Defiance, 
and might justly be thought to.impeach the 
Sanity of Burke’s Mind, did not tend 
to conciliate his Audience, or to stop all 
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farther Enquiry. Pitt, Dundas, Kenyon, 
Mr. Thomas Pitt, Pepper Arden, Colonel 
Barre, a 1 ^ many others, persisted to de¬ 
mand that the Treasury Minutes should be 
laid on the Table. Ministers, on the other 
JJand, though they admitted the Imprudence 
of the Paymaster, and lamented it; yet re¬ 
sisted any Disclosure whatever, under the 
Pretence that it might prejudice the accused 
Parties, if made previous to the criminal 
Proceedings about to take Place in the 
.Courts of Judicature. Fox exerted all the 
Powers of Reasoning, and Sheridan exhaust¬ 
ed bis Ingenuity, in Endeavours to pro¬ 
tect their Friend.. General Conway, while 
he avowed that Burke’s Conduct did not 
meet his Approbation, yet refused to consent 
to the production of the Minutes. Nor did 
Lord, North decline to, perform on that 
Evening, the Service of a faithful Ally to 
his new Colleagues. He not only voted,, 
but, spoke in the Course of the Debate, 
with great apparent Animation. To. ; him, 
indeed, and to his : Adherents, more than to 
the Rockingham Party, was to be attributed 
the slender Majority by which, Ministers 
ultimately prevailed. Even that Triumph, 
if it could deserve the Name, was not ob- 
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tained, till Lee, the Solicitor General, had 
solemnly pledged himself to the House, that 
the Prosecution against Powell and Bem- 
bridge, should be seriously conducted. As 
the best Proof of his Sincerity, he called on 
the late Attorney and Solicitor General, to 
aid him in the Proceeding. Under these 
Circumstances, after a Debate of great Acri¬ 
mony, and of considerable Length, a Divi-/ 
sion took Place. Near three hundred Mem¬ 
bers were present; of which Number, one 
hundred and thirty-seven voted for produ¬ 
cing the Treasury Minutes. One hundred 
and,.sixty-one supported Government; thus 
carrying the Question only by twenty-four. 
But, the real Victory remained with Opposi¬ 
tion;—the.Victory of public Opinion: for, 
probably, among those Persons who sup¬ 
ported Administration, scarcely ten Indivi¬ 
duals approved the Cause in which they en¬ 
gaged. 

Mr. Rolle, then Member for the County 
of Devon, who has been since raised to the 
Peerage; justly considering Burke’s Con¬ 
duct as not only wrong in itself, but insult¬ 
ing to the Country at large; brought the 
Consideration of it a third Time, before the 
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House. Having demanded of the Pay¬ 
master, whether he still retained his Deter¬ 
mination to keep Powell and Bembridge in 
their Employments, Burke rose, and pro¬ 
nounced a Speech of near two Hours. He 
was indeed several Times interrupted, and 
called to Order; the Irritation of his Temper 
carrying him into Digressions altogether 
irrelevant to the Subject under Discussion. 
Great Eccentricity, if not Aberration of 
Mind, characterized many Passages of his 
Defence; which implied a distempered Ima¬ 
gination, under the Influence of strong Peel¬ 
ing, but, destitute of the Controul of sober 
Reason. He compared himself to an Indian 
Savage, roasted by'one of his Countrymen, 
and served up as a Dish, or as an Entr&metl 
After calling on God to witness, that in all 
the Proceedings relative to the two accused 
Persons, he had been actuated solely by 
Motives of Justice and of Conscience; He 
nevertheless added, that as so large and 
respectable a Body of Members had ap¬ 
peared to censure his Conduct, he would 
give Way. His Bill for reforming the royal 
Household, he said, constituted his irremis- 
sible Crime, and had procured him nume¬ 
rous Enemies. To that Cause lie appeared 
to attribute the present Attack upon his 



428 HISTORICAL [1783. 

Conduct, as well as the Successive Interrupt 
tions that he underwent. Of Powell arid 
Bembridge he spoke, not only as Men of un¬ 
common official Merit, but, of religious In¬ 
tegrity. Then diverging to other Points ap¬ 
parently unconnected with the Topic before 
the House, he lamented Lord Rockingham’s 
Decease; put himself upon God and his 
Country; claimed the Merit of his Reforms; 
and added, that he had still great Matters of 
a similar Description to propose to Parlia¬ 
ment, if they did not fetter him in the Mode 
of carrying them into Execution. Mingling 
some of the finest Passages of Virgil and 
of Shakspeare, with his own Justification, 
He impressed his Audience with mingled 
Pity and Admiration. Having concluded, 
he started up again, merely to state that 
Powell had already resigned, at his own 
Request, and that Bembridge had made a si¬ 
milar Offer; but he trusted the House would 
not insist on its being carried into Execution^ 

Mr. Rolle continuing nevertheless to be 
of Opinion that the latter ought equally 
to be suspended, Fox interposed ; and 
though he deprecated the Measure taking 
Place previous to a Trial in Westminster 
Hall, yet, he subjoined, that as so respect- 
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able a Minority thought otherwise, he 
wished his JPriend to accept BembridgeY 
Resignation. Rigby tried however one more: 
Effort in his behalf, but, without Effect 
The Ex-Paymaster making on this Occasion, 
common Cause with his present Successor; 
after bearing ample Testimony to the high 
Merits of the two Culprits during thirteen 
Years that he had held the Office; endea¬ 
voured to shew that no possible Injury 
yyould accrue to the Public, from suffering 
Bembridge to exercise the Functions of Ac¬ 
countant. His Eloquence proved equally 
unavailing with Burke’s pathetic. and q.ue-: 
rulous invocations. The House remained 
inexorable; and Fox did not dare to hazard) 
the Experiment of a second Division, by 
vyhich, whatever might be the Result, Go¬ 
vernment would only augment the Obloquy 
already incurred. Burke therefore appeared 
sullenly .to acquiesce ; declaring at the same: 
Time, that he would not be responsible for' 
the Consequences which might accrue from 
the Resignation, of Bembridge. So doubt¬ 
ful however did his Submission seem, and 
so strong was his Repugnance to obey the 
Orders of Parliament, that Rolle repeated' 
his Enquiries on the Subject, a few Days- 
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afterwards; during which short Interval of 
Time, Powell fell a Victim to his Reflec¬ 
tions. This disastrous Circumstance aug¬ 
menting the Irritation of Burke’s Mind, he 
refused to answer the Question put to him; 
and the whole Business would have been 
agitated anew, if Rigby had not risen to 
satisfy the Demand, by declaring that Bem- 
bridge was actually suspended. 

The House of Commons, however strong a 
Disposition they shewed on every Occasion, 
to approve and to sanction the general Mea¬ 
sures of Administration; manifested never¬ 
theless strong Disapprobation of Burke’s 
Conduct in this Instance; Powell, overcome 
either by the Weight of his own Distress, or 
by his Inability to sustain the public Opinion 
of his Culpability; after losing in a great 
Measure the Use of his Faculties, put an 
End to his Existence with a Razor. Bem- 
bridge, endowed with a firmer Mind, or with 
stronger Nerves, was reserved for the Infamy 
of a public Trial and Condemnation, before 
Lord Mansfield. The Prosecution, which 
took place some Months afterwards; reluc¬ 
tantly, but, ably and fairly conducted by 
Lee, the Solicitor General, terminated in 
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the complete Exposure of the Fraud im¬ 
puted to Bembridge, for which the Court 
sentenced him to a severe Fine and Im¬ 
prisonment. Every .Exertion which the 
Purity of our Jurisprudence will allow, was 
made to soften, or to avert, the Severity, of 
the Stroke. Burke, who did not hesitate to 
appear in Court, seated, upon the Bench, 
during the Proceedings, gave the strongest 
Attestations to Bembridge’s Character for 
Integrity. He was accompanied there by 
Lord North, who. likewise condescended to 
join in a similar Testimony to the good Con¬ 
duct and. Probity of the accused, during the 
Time that he had, himself,, formerly held the 
Post of joint Paymaster of the Forces, But, 
these Efforts, which proved unavailing, only 
attracted Censure, towards the Persons who 
thus attempted to screen from Punishment, 
a conspicuous Delinquent: while the Proofs 
exhibited of his Guilt, impressed the public 
Mind with Opinions highly unfavourable, 
not merely to Burke himself, at least in a 
prudential Point of View; but, to the Mi¬ 
nistry in which he filled so distinguished a 
Place. 

[3d June.] Scarcely had this Affair termi- 
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nated, when Burke plunged himself into a 
second Embarrassment, hardly less painful 
to his Friends. A Bill for the Regulation 
of the Pay Office, having been brought into 
the House of Commons by himself, which 
gave rise to much Discussion and Difference 
of Opinion, in its Passage through the Com-; 
mittee; the contending Parties agreed to fill 
up the Blanks amicably, after the House 
rose, round the Speaker’s Chair. Burke 
being Paymaster General, of Course took 
an active Part, as did many other’Members; 
and the Clauses were understood to have 
been settled in the way specified, by mutual 
Consent. But, Mr Estwick, Member for 
Westbury, on a Motion for the third Reading 
of the Bill, to the Astonishment of the House, 
rising up in his Place, preferred a formal 
Charge against Burke;, accusing him of hav¬ 
ing gone into the Engrossing Room, after the 
Bill in Question had been carried there; of 
expunging three Clauses, and altering a 
fourth, all which he re-modelled to his own 
Taste. Such an Act, if it had been proved, 
might have led to very grave Consequences; 
and must in any Case have attracted public 
Censure, or produced a Reprimand from 
the Chair. Fox immediately came forward ' 
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with his characteristic Manliness of Mind, 
to the Aid of his Friend, whose Conduct was 
severely arraigned by Pitt. The House ad¬ 
mitted the Secretary’s Justification as satis¬ 
factory, and did not inflict any Mark of its 
Disapprobation on Burke; though the Ex¬ 
cuses offered, or Reasons alledged, for. his 
Conduct, were by no Means such as com¬ 
pletely exculpated him in the Opinions of 
impartial Men. It appeared however, by the 
Testimony of Cornwall the Speaker, that 
Burke had not, as he was accused of doing, 
either expunged or. altered any Clause in the 
engrossing Office. The Speaker at least as¬ 
serted, and the House lent Credit to his 
Assurance, that the Misconception had arisen 
from the Circumstance of his having put the 
Question on the four Clauses, under aii Im¬ 
pression that the Parties were agreed, in so 
low a Tone of Voice, that they all passed with¬ 
out Notice. Pitt contended, that even though 
this extraordinary Fact were true, yet the 
expunged Clauses must be restored, and; 
debated anew by the House. As the Pro¬ 
position could not be refused, they were 
therefore brought up, and finally negatived 
on a Division, though only by a Majority of 
twenty-eight Votes. The Speaker’s . Testb 
vol. hi. 2 f 
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mony, whether accurate, or not, extricated 
Burke; and Fox manifested the generous 
Ardor of his Mind throughout the whole 
Transaction;—an Ardor which always im¬ 
pelled him to cover the Errors of those, with 
whom he was connected in Politics or Friend¬ 
ship. But, he did not the less in private 
condemn Burke’s Imprudence; and he was 
said to have warned the Paymaster of the 
Forces, as he valued his Office, not to involve 
his Friends, and the Administration of which 
he composed so conspicuous a Member, in 
a third similar Dilemma, during the re¬ 
mainder of the Session. 

>y 

In the Course of the Debate which arose 
respecting the expunged Clauses, some Ex¬ 
pressions of great Asperity were used and 
retorted by the Heads of Party on opposite 
Sides of the House. Pitt, throughout the 
whole Period of Time that the Coalition re¬ 
mained in Possession of the Government, 
always affected to consider Ministers, as 
having availed themselves of the Forms of 
the Constitution, in Order to violate its Es¬ 
sence, and to hold the King in Bondage. 
While dilating on the Act attributed to 
Burke, he did not hesitate to warn them 
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“ how they ventured to make a bad Use of 
“ their ill-gotten Power” Lord North im¬ 
mediately rose, and repeating the Words 
with a Note of Admiration, observed, that 
“ if Poiver acquired in Consequence of a 
“ Vote of that Assembly, condemning the 
“ late Administration for having concluded 
“ a bad Peace, could be denominated ill-got- 
“ ten/ undoubtedly the Language just used 
“ was correct. But, if. such Poiver had 
“ beeu constitutionally obtained, as he main- 
“ tained to be the Case, then he could not 
“ sufficiently express his Surprize atthe Ex- 
“ pression.” “ As to the Use,” continued 
he, “ which we shall make of our Power, I 
“ trust; it will not discredit us. We have 
“ two principal Objects to pursue. The 
“ first is, to do many Things which our Pre- 
“ decessors promised to accomplish, but, 
“ which they have left undone. The other 
“ is, to prevent the Mischiefs resulting from 
“ what they have done.” The Ability, as 
welL as the Wit of this Reply, did not si¬ 
lence the Opposition. Mr. Hill, in particu¬ 
lar, remarked on the political Phenomenon 
which the Treasury Bench exhibited, where 
two Individuals, who, a Year ago, would 
not trust themselves together in the same 
2 f 2 
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Room, were now beheld cordially embracing 
each other. “ The House will suppose,” 
continued he, “ that I mean, the Secretary 
“ for the Whig Department, and the Secre : 
“ tary for the Tory Department. Such, I 
“ will not deny, is my Meaning; and I beg. 
“ to assure the loving Couple, that if they. 
“ continue united for a Twelve-month, they 
“ shall have my hearty Vote for the Flitch 
“ of Bacon. Necessity is the grand Argu- 
‘‘< ment used on all Occasions, to justify the 
V present Coalition. I believe, much Truth 
“ is couched under that single Word.” 

Unquestionably, public Opinion was ad¬ 
verse to the; Ministers; andas they well 
knew how odious they were at St. James’s,= 
it behoved them to act with the greatest Cir¬ 
cumspection. Pitt did not allow a single 
Act of their Administration to pass unex¬ 
amined ; and he possessed a great Superio¬ 
rity over two Men, who, however resplend¬ 
ent might be their Ability, and however nu¬ 
merous their Followers, yet were universally 
considered as having made mutual Sacri¬ 
fices of Principle, to the Gratification of their. 
Ambition. It is true that the Cabinet had 
been taken by Storm in March, 1782, as well 
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as in March, 1783 : but, the same Fact gave 
Rise to very opposite Sensations through¬ 
out the Country. The respective Adherents 
of Lord Rockingham and of the Earl of Shel¬ 
burne, though they broke out into the most 
inveterate Hostility, as soon as they became 
Masters of the Government; yet were im¬ 
pelled by one common leading Object, that 
of terminating the Contest with America:—an 
Object, to which, under the Circumstances of 
the Time, the great Majority of the Nation 
fervently wished Success. Lord North and 
Fox derived no Support from popular Fa¬ 
vour. Their Possession of Power stood 
solely on two Votes of the House of Com¬ 
mons. Nor could they claim any Merit for 
having expelled a Ministry, which by ill Suc¬ 
cess, Disgraces, and Losses of Territory, 
was become unpopular or contemptible. 
Scarcely did the Coalition venture to con¬ 
demn the Peace, for having concluded which;. 
Lord Shelburne was driven out of Office. 
Indeed, it has always appeared doubtful to 
me, whether the same Majority which cen¬ 
sured the Treaties, would have voted for the 
Removal of the First Minister who signed 
them. Lord North manifested much more 
Firmness or Pertinacity, than was displayed 
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by the Earl of Shelburne. It may. perhaps 
be said that Lord Worth still retained, even 
down to the last Day of his Stay in Office, a 
Majority, though small: while Lord Shel¬ 
burne was twice left in a Minority. But, 
the former Nobleman, let it be recollected, 
had a long and an awful Balance to adjust 
with Parliament, as well as with the People 
of England. Impeachments; Prosecutions, 
nay, Axes and Scaffolds, had been held up 
before him, who beheld an Empire dissever¬ 
ed from Great Britain, while he presided in 
the Councils of the Crown. The latter Minis¬ 
ter had; on the contrary, witnessed scarcely 
any except prosperous Events during his 
short Administration, which he had terminat¬ 
ed by concluding Peace. He, therefore, might 
without any personal Danger, have waited 
for more decided and affirmative Testimonies 
of Parliamentary Condemnation, before he 
gave in his Resignation. Why he did not so 
act, I will not presume to say: but, I am 
convinced, that if Mr. Pitt had occupied 
Lord Shelburne’s Place in February, 1783, 
he probably would have maintained himself 
in it) and finally have triumphed over the 
Coalition. 
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Among the Persons of Eminence who haven's 
“ strutted their Hour,” under the Reign of 
George the Third, and who about this Time 
disappeared from the great public Theatre, 
may be named General Sir John Irwine. — 
His Person, Manners, and Conversation, were 
all made for the Drawing Room, where he 
seemed to be in his native Element. Though 
declining in Life, yet his Figure, tall, graceful, 
and dignified, set off by all the Ornaments of 
Dress, accompanied with a Ribband and a 
Star, rendered him conspicuous in every 
Company. He constantly reminded me of a 
Marshal of France, such as they are de¬ 
scribed by St. Simon, under Louis the Four¬ 
teenth. His Politeness, though somewhat 
formal, was nevertheless natural'and capti¬ 
vating. Perhaps, at least so his Enemies as¬ 
serted, his military Talents were not equally 
brilliant with his personal Accomplishments; 
but he had not risen the more slowly on that 
account, to the Honors, or to the Eminences, 
of his Profession. While he was yet only a 
School-boy, his Father, Lieutenant General 
Irwine, gave him a Company in his own 
Regiment, leaving him; subsequently a-very 
good Estate. Besides a Regiment, (the Sixth 
of Dragoon Guards,) and a Government, con- 
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ferred on him by the Crown, he had held 
during several Years, the Post of Com¬ 
mander in Chief in Ireland, with very am¬ 
ple Appointments and Advantages. But, 
no Income, however large, could suffice for 
his Expences, which being never restrained 
within any reasonable Limits, finally in¬ 
volved him in irretrievable Difficulties. The 
Fact will hardly obtain Belief, that at one 
of the Entertainments which he gave to the 
Lord Lieutenant in the Year 1781, at Dub¬ 
lin, he displayed on the Table, as the prin¬ 
cipal Piece in the Dessert, a Representation 
of the Fortress of Gibraltar invested by the 
Spanish Forces, executed in Confectionary. 
It exhibited a faithful View of that celebrated 
Rock, so dear to the English Nation; toge¬ 
ther with the Works, Batteries, and Artillery 
of the Besiegers, which threw Sugar-plumbs 
against the Walls. The Expence of this os¬ 
tentatious Piece of Magnificence, did not fall 
short of fifteen Hundred Pounds; and so 
incredible must the Circumstance appear; 
that if I had not received the Assurance'of 
it from Lord Sackville, I should not venture 
to report it in these Memoirs. 

The greatest Intimacy subsisted between 
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that Nobleman and Sir John, who owed 
much of his Advancement and Success in 
Life, to the Protection of Lionel, Duke of 
Dorset. Lord Sackville’s disinterested 
Friendship still continued to bring him into 
Parliament, as his own Colleague for East 
Grinsfead, after Irwine’s Return from Ireland, 
which took place on the Dissolution of 
Lord North’s Administration, down to his 
final Departure from England. Decorated 
with the Order of the Bath , which then 
conferred much Distinction; and of which 
he never failed to display the Insignia when¬ 
ever he went to the House of Commons, his 
personal Appearance was imposing. Even 
of a Morning, in his greatest Undress, he 
wore a small Star embroidered on his Frock, 
without which he rarely appeared any where; 
and his travelling Hussar Cloaks, bore the 
same brilliant Badge of Knighthood. No 
Man better knew the Value of .external Fi¬ 
gure, aided by Manner; and Philip, Earl of 
Chesterfield himself, had not more success¬ 
fully studied the Graces. It was impossible 
to possess finer Manners, without any Af¬ 
fectation ; or more perfect good Breeding. 
With such Pretensions of Person and of 
Address, it cannot surprize that he attained 
to a great Degree of Favor at St. James’s. 
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The King considered and treated Irwine, as 
a Person whose Conversation afforded him 
peculiar Gratification. He often delighted 
to protract the Discourse with a Courtier, 
whose Powers of Entertainment, however 
extensive, were always under the Restraint 
of profound Respect; and who never forgot 
the Character of the Prince whom he ad¬ 
dressed, even for a single Moment. Irwine, 
though so fine a Gentleman, loved all the 
Indulgences of Conviviality, in which Gra¬ 
tifications he never restrained himself. The 
King, not unacquainted with these Particu¬ 
lars, having said to him one Day, at the 
Drawing Room, when conversing on his 
common Mode of Life, “ they tell me, Sir 
“John, that you love a Glass of Wine;” 
st Those, Sir, who have so reported of me to 
“ Your Majesty,” answered he, bowing pro¬ 
foundly, “ have done me great Injustice. 
“ They should have said a Bottle.” 

Sir John Irwine’s second Wife, a Daugh¬ 
ter of the celebrated Physician Sir Edward 
Barry, who wrote with so much Elegance 
and Information on the “ Wines of the 
“ Ancients,” brought him no Issue: but he 
afterwards contracted a third matrimonial 
Connexion. On his Return to England, his 
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Debts became so numerous, and his Credi¬ 
tors so importunate, that, though as a Mem¬ 
ber of Parliament, his Person still remained 
secure, he found it impossible to reside 
longer with Comfort in London, Quitting 
therefore privately his elegant House in Pic¬ 
cadilly, opposite the Green Park, he retired 
to the Continent, with his Wife and two 
Children. Landing in France, he hired a 
Chateau in the Province of Normandy, where 
his military Rank and Decorations secured 
for him every Testimony of Respect from the 
surrounding Gentry. He nevertheless soon 
experienced such pecuniary Difficulties, that 
as he could nourish no Hope of ever revisit¬ 
ing his native Country, he removed over the 
Alps, into Italy. The King, who sincerely 
regretted his Departure from England, and 
who well knew the Causes of it, often ex¬ 
pressed his Concern for Sir John Irwine’s 
Misfortunes; which he endeavoured to alle¬ 
viate by sending Sir John, the Sum of a 
thousand Pounds from his Privy Purse, in 
two separate Payments. 1 know this Fact 
from the late Sir Charles Hotham; who was, 
I think, himself, the Channel through whicfy 
His Majesty transmitted the first Donation 
of five Hundred Pounds. The second^ 
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annual Payment reached Parma, on the 
Morning of Sir John If wine’s Decease. He 
expired in that City, towards the Close- of 
May, 1788, where he enjoyed the Favour 
and even Intimacy of the Duke of Parma, 
and the Archduchess Amelia his Consort, 
who were then the reigning Princes. He 
had nearly attained his sixty-first Year, at 
the Time of his Death; and his characteristic 
Habits of Hospitality, accompanied with cor¬ 
responding Expence, distinguished him to 
the last Moments of his Career. While 
resident at Parma, he kept open House for 
all Englishmen of Consideration who passed 
through the Place; and only a few Days 
previous to his Decease, he gave a Ball and 
Supper to the Sovereigns of Parma. Yet, 
all the Authority of the Duke was vainly 
exerted, to procure him the Rites of Chris¬ 
tian Burial, it being opposed by the Priests 
of that bigotted Country. The Remains of 
Sir John Irwine were privately conveyed by 
Night, and deposited in the Court Yard of 
a Protestant Banker; the Funeral Service 
being read by an English Gentleman, and 
the Body being followed to the Grave, by 
the few Individuals of the same Nation who 
were then at Parma. Perhaps I ought here 
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to add, that Sir John Irwine’s Widow and 
Children owed to the generous Interposition 
and personal Applications of the. late Lord 
Melville, (then Mr. Dundas,) a Pension, 
which His Majesty granted them. Nor can 
I induce myself to omit, as it does the high¬ 
est Honor to that Nobleman, that he ob¬ 
tained and forwarded to Lady Irwine,- the 
Grant in Question, at a Time when she had 
vainly solicited it from all the Friends of 
her late Husband, while Mr. Dundas was 
hardly known to him as a common Ac¬ 
quaintance. Suqh Acts demonstrate an en¬ 
larged and magnanimous Mind* 

Lord John Cavendish, though he had ne¬ 
gotiated and brought forward the Loan ne¬ 
cessary to be raised, soon after he entered 
on Office ; yet did not propose the Taxes 
which were to pay the Interest of it, until 
many Weeks later in the Session. He at 
length laid them before the House of Com¬ 
mons, where, on the whole, they appeared 


* For these Particulars, as well as for the Correction of. 
some Errors into which I had fallen relative to Sir John 
Irwine, I am indebted tQ the Lady of Captain Walker, 
of His Majesty’s Royal Navy, Sir John’s Daughter, who 
obligingly favored me with them, under her Hand. 
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to meet with general Approbation, and even 
attracted some Encomiums. But, Lord 
John, whose Talents were not eminently 
adapted for the Discussion of Measures of 
Finance, having stated his Ways and Means 
with tolerable Precision, left the Task of 
explaining and defending them, principally 
to his Associates in Power. Fox and Lord 
North, who undertook it with great Ability, 
repelled the Comments made from the Op¬ 
position Side of the House, on the new 
Taxes: while the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer, quitting his Seat on the Treasury 
Bench, retired during a considerable Part 
of the Debate, behind the Speaker’s Chair; 
from which Retreat he peeped out on either 
Side, as Individuals rose, for the Purpose 
of approving or of censuring his Budget. 
Lord Mahon attacked it with his character¬ 
istic Impetuosity of Voice and Manner, ac¬ 
companying his Comments with most severe 
Animadversions on Lord North’s financial 
Plans, while he had remained at the Head of 
the Treasury. Fox defended his Colleague, 
both with the Arms of Reason and of Ridi¬ 
cule, which instantly brought forward Pitt. 
Between them the Discussion was maintained 
with equal Acrimony and Ingenuity, for a 
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long Time. Pitt not only repeated Lord 
Mahon’s Assertions relative to Lord North’s 
Taxes, which, he said, from their Impolicy 
had generally frustrated their intended Ob¬ 
ject; but, added, “ The present Budget seems 
“ to be of a similar Description. False or 
“ erroneous Principles are assumed, in Order 
“ to support the Measures adopted, which 
“ the People of England are expected to 
“ swallow as greedily, as the Champion of 
“ the People has uttered them with Rapi- 
“ dity.” Fox took his Revenge on the whole 
Cabinet of the Earl of Shelburne collectively, 
whom he designated “ as incapable of finan- 
“ cial Generation, as it was possible for Bar- 
“ renness to be; having quitted their Em- 
“ ployments, without leaving behind them 
“ a Trace of any Loan or Taxes.” Lord 
North directed the Shafts of his Wit princi¬ 
pally against Lord Mahon, “ whose Abili- 
“ ties,” he observed' “ being so great, with- 
“ out Experience, must, when matured by 
“ Time, render him a Prodigy, and an Or- 
“ nament to his Country, at the Head of the 
u Exchequer.” 

Lord John Cavendish performed only 
a subordinate Part, throughout the whole 
Debate., His acknowledged Purity of Cha- 
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racter, when joined to his many Virtues; 
not to dwell on. his high Descent; ren¬ 
dered him universally respected: and the 
Advantage which his Party derived from 
those Qualities, in the public Estimation, 
was incalculable. The Nation even seemed 
silently to demand some such Guarantee, 
when the Interests of the Country were com¬ 
mitted to a Man of Fox’s'* ruined Fortune, 
and dissipated Habits of Life. Mr. Pitt, it 
is true, who had been so recently placed at 
the Head of the Exchequer, scarcely pos¬ 
sessed more Property than his Rival. But 
the People of England knew how to discri¬ 
minate between their respective Deficiency; 
Pitt, though not more distinguished by Ha¬ 
bits of Economy, than Fox, yet had not 
dissipated his small Paternal Fortune in 
any ostensible Vices: while Fox," besides a 
landed Estate, and a lucrative Office, both 
which he sold, had squandered an immense 
Sum of ready Money. Indeed, though Fox 
always appeared to me, whenever Loans or 
Budgets were discussed in Parliament, to 
display a Capacity for arithmetical Calcula¬ 
tion, and all the Talents requisite for a Mi¬ 
nister of Finance, scarcely, if at all inferior 
to Mr. Pitt’s Ability in that Line; yet, J be¬ 
lieve, it never occurred to any Man’s Mind, 
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to place Fox in the Controul of the Trea¬ 
sury, or of the Exchequer, at any Period of 
li.is Life. Almost as well might Henry the 
Fifth have placed Falstaff there. Fox him¬ 
self seemed,not to emulate a higher Post 
than Secretary of State, always interposing 
Lord John Cavendish.in the Guardianship 
of the Public Money. Nor could the Brit¬ 
ish People confide their Interests to more 
incorruptible Integrity, than distinguished 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer: but he 
could not sustain the slightest Comparison 
with Pitt, nor even with Lord North, in the 
Powers of his Mind and Understanding, or 
in his parliamentary Talents, and Know¬ 
ledge of Business. 

[2d and 3d June.] The parliamentary 
Prosecution instituted against Sir Thomas 
Rumbold, continued to languish, rather than 
to advance towards any Consummation, 
throughout the whole Session. Neverthe¬ 
less, at this Time, the Evidence in his De¬ 
fence being closed, Mr. Duudas rose, and 
moved that the Proceedings should not be 
discontinued by either a Prorogation or a 
Dissolution of Parliament. This Motion, 
which was intended to be accompanied with 

VOL. III. 2 G 
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a Bill for restraining Rumbold from quitting 
the Kingdom, or from alienating his Pro¬ 
perty, till the final Decision of the Enquiry; 
gave Rise to much Difference of Opinion. 
Sawbridge, Lord Nugent, and: various other 
Members, though by no means partial to 
the accused Person, yet declared that they 
considered the whole Business as unconstn 
tutional and oppressive. Rigby, near, two 
Months earlier, when the Subject w r as agi¬ 
tated in the House, had not hesitated to 
stigmatize it with Epithets of Condemnation 
and Derision. Accustomed to speak his 
Sentiments on every Topic, with a, blunt 
and overbearing, as well as dictatorial Tone, 
“ This Assembly,” observed he, “ is acting 
“ in a Capacity, partly legislative, partly 
“ judicial. We are now performing the 
“ Functions of a Judge, and for ought I see, 
“ we may have to do the Office of Hang- 
“ man.” On the present Occasion, lie treat¬ 
ed the Motion in a similar Manner. “ We 
“ are asked,” said he, “ to continue the Bill 
“ in Existence, even after a Dissolution of 
“ Parliament. What!. Are we to bind five 
“ Hundred and fifty-eight other Jndividuals y 
“ to abide by and to adopt the Evidence 
“ which we alone have heard ? The Propo* 
* sition excites Ridicule.” 
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Rumbold bimself,. addressing the House, 
made a very forcible and pathetic Appeal 
to their .Feelings, no less than to their 
Justice. And he was heard with great 
Attention. In Language of Energy, he 
depictured his Sufferings, deprecated all 
further Delay, implored the House, for 
their own Honour and Dignity, to acce¬ 
lerate the Conclusion; cited Magna Charta, 
the Bulwark of our Liberties, where'it is 
expressly declared that the Subject shall ex¬ 
perience no Delay of Justice; and protested, 
that whatever might prove their Decision, 
he would not shrink from it. Nor did he 
omit to remark in how different a Manner, 
Burke, who was one of his ardent Prosecu¬ 
tors, had conducted himself towards Powell 
and Bembridge;—Men accused, like himself, 
but, not proved to be criminal. Lord North, 
though he voted for the Motion, (probably, 
more from Consideration for his new Allies, 
than from Inclination,) yet agreed with Rig¬ 
by in Opinion, that one Parliament could 
not bind another; still less could the pre¬ 
sent House of Commons who heard the Evi¬ 
dence, legislate for their Successors, and 
compel them to decide on that Evidence. 
The Solicitor General, Lee, a Man of up- 
2 g 2 
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right Principles, though of rude and repul¬ 
sive Manners; who had uniformly disap¬ 
proved the whole Proceedings, declared that 
he could perceive no Reason for changing 
his Opinion relative to them; and therefore, 
as far as his individual Vote extended, he 
would never consent to retain Rumbold 
under the Terrors of a restraining Act. Ne¬ 
vertheless, as Pitt and Fox, Dundas and 
Burke, who rarely concurred on any Point, 
agreed on this Subject, Leave was given to 
bring in the Bill: but, its Features were soft¬ 
ened down by the Lord Advocate, when he 
presented it, next -Day. Sir Thomas’s per: 
sonal Property remained no longer tied up; 
only his landed Estate at Woodhall in the 
County of Hertford, being rendered respon¬ 
sible; and he was permitted to quit the 
Kingdom, from which Exercise of his Free¬ 
dom he had been previously interdicted. At 
this Point terminated the Prosecution, which 
may be said to have died of a political 
Atrophy. 

While the Rockingham Party, during many 
Years had been excluded from Office, they 
loudly declaimed against Abuses of every 
Description, particularly against the extra- 
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vagant Expenditure of the public Money in 
various Departments. Nor, during the very 
short Period that the Treasury was under 
their Controul, which did not exceed three 
Months, can it be denied that they endea¬ 
voured to manifest the Sincerity of their En¬ 
gagements. Burke, who stood forward in 
the invidious Character of a Reformer, ac¬ 
quired no inconsiderable Merit with the 
Country at large, by his Exertions to reduce 
exorbitant Demands, or to abolish obsolete 
and overgrown Establishments of every Kind. 
But, with Lord Rockingham’s Life, these 
Efforts wholly ceased. From the Period of 
their Union with Lord North, when they 
began confidently to count on a quiet Pos¬ 
session of Power and Emolument, at least 
for a few Years, in consequence of their 
Strength in both Houses of Parliament; they 
seemed to have greatly relaxed in the Seve¬ 
rity of their political Principles. Above all, 
they manifested a decided Aversion to any 
Reforms which did not originate with them¬ 
selves, and which were not subjected to 
their own ministerial Controul. A striking 
Exemplification of this Fact, presented itself 
before the End of the Session. 
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Mr. Pitt, who watched all their Conduct, 
and canvassed all their Measures, with jea¬ 
lous, as well as unremitting Attention; hav¬ 
ing brought forward a Bill, in order to esta¬ 
blish Regulations in the Fees, Perquisites, 
and other Emoluments received in most of 
the public Offices; instead of finding any 
Support from the other Side of the House, 
as might naturally have been expected, met 
with the warmest Opposition in that Quarter. 
Lord John Cavendish possessed indeed too 
much Ingenuousness of Character, altogether 
to dispute the Utility of the Objects pro¬ 
posed, and therefore contented himself with 
partially and indirectly resisting the Plan: 
but, Fox and Burke loaded the Bill, its 
Author, and the Administration of which he 
had lately composed a Part, with the seve¬ 
rest Epithets or Imputations. One of the 
Topics on which they commonly exhausted 
their Ridicule and Contempt, was the Speech 
pronounced from the Throne, at the Opening 
of the Session. This Composition, they afi 
fected to consider as a Mass of unmeaning 
Promises, either in themselves improper to 
be reduced to Practice, or never intended 
for any Purpose, except Delusion. Pitt, 
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therefore, had in View to rescue the Admi¬ 
nistration in which he had occupied a dis¬ 
tinguished Place, from Charges so injurious; 
and when he introduced the Measure, he 
observed, that it would prove “ His Ma- 
“ jesty’s Speech was not full of mere empty 
“ Profession ; but, on the contrary, the Mi- 
“ nisters of that Period, if they had con- 
“ tinued in Power, were determined to have 
“ carried every Part of it into Effect.” Burke, 
indignant, and accustomed during many 
Years to treat Lord North, while plunged 
in the Embarrassments of the American 
War, with Language of great Asperity, did 
not sufficiently recollect with how different 
an Antagonist he now had to contend. 
Rising in one of those Paroxysms of Anger 
to which he was subject, he exclaimed, that 
“ the Conduct of the late Cabinet must be 
“ exposed, for which Purpose he should 
“ move to lay certain Papers on the Table. 
“ The House,” added he, “ will then have 
“ at once displayed before them, the Plans 
“ of pretended Reform, contrasted with the 
“ Practices of Abuse. From the Comparison, 
“ it may be ascertained whether the Speech 
“ in Question, was not a Parade of Profes- 
“ sion and Promise, while their Measures 
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“ were full of Criminality.” Expressions so 
strong, were not allowed by Pitt to pass 
without instant Animadversion. “ Let the 
“ Question between us,” replied lie, “ be 
“ brought to an immediate Test, and a full 
“ Enquiry set on Foot. The Right Honora- 
“ ble Gentleman best knows, whether bring- 
“ ing forward Plans of theoretical Reform, 
“ and committing practical Abuses in Office, 
“ do, or do not meet in the same Person.” 
Not a Word of Reply being uttered from the 
Treasury Bench, Pitt’s Bill of Regulation 
experienced no further Opposition on that 
Evening. 

[17th June.] As it advanced however 
through the subsequent Stages, every Spe¬ 
cies of indirect Hostility was manifested 
towards it, Lord John Cavendish himself 
representing it as useless or unnecessary; 
though Pitt, after entering into all the De¬ 
tails of its Operation, declared his firm Con¬ 
viction that it would save the Public, at 
least forty Thousand Pounds a Year. Fox 
repeated the Words used by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer; to which Burke added, 
that the Bill held out the Reverse of true 
economical Reform; substituting in its 
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Place, only Vexation and Expence. Some 
of the Comparisons and Allusions made by 
Burke in particular, reflecting contemptu¬ 
ously on Pitt, as a Projector and a Re¬ 
former, appeared, when falling from his Lips, 
to affect his Audience with no little Sur¬ 
prize ; he having so recently, himself, laid 
Claim to general Approbation, in the same 
Character. As it might nevertheless have 
seemed too indecorous, not to permit the 
Bill to pass the House of Commons; Minis¬ 
ters allowed it to go up to the Peers: but, 
there the whole Force of Government drew 
out in array against the Measure. Even the 
Duke of Portland, who seldom exhibited 
any Specimens of Eloquence, stigmatized it 
as “ more a Disease, than a Remedy while 
Lord Fitzwilliam decried it, as being both 
trifling and vexatious in its Nature. Thus 
attacked, the Measure was finally negatived. 
Such a Repugnance, demonstrated to the 
very Objects of Retrenchment, which they 
had themselves affected to introduce only a 
few Months before, with so much Zeal, even 
into the Palace, and at the Table of the 
Sovereign; evidently, because they were 
now proposed from a hostile Source; did 
not fail to make an adequate Impression on 
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the public Mind. It operated to the Dis¬ 
advantage of the Ministry in every Quarter 
of the Kingdom; and by unmasking them 
in some Measure, it silently prepared the 
Way for those astonishing Events in the 
Interior of the Government, which took 
Place before the Conclusion of the Year. 

Some of the Abuses which Pitt had at¬ 
tempted to point out and expose, in the Pro¬ 
gress of the Bill which he introduced into the 
House of Commons, were indeed of a Des¬ 
cription so singular, as to excite not only As¬ 
tonishment, but, even to produce a Degree of 
Ridicule. They served to shew what extensive 
Depredations had been committed upon the 
Public, in many, or in all the principal Of¬ 
fices, previous to the Period of Lord North’s 
Resignation. That Nobleman formed the 
Mark, at which Pitt levelled his severest Cen¬ 
sures; nor could the House altogether refrain 
from Laughter, at one of the Charges, specify¬ 
ing a Sum of three hundred and forty Pounds 
paid to the Secretary of the Treasury, for the 
Article of Whipcord. The annual Expence of 
the first Minister, for his individual Station - 
ery , under which Denomination was however 
included the Whipcord , did not fall short, 
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as it appeared, of thirteen hundred Pounds. 
Lord North, when called on, made never¬ 
theless not only a plausible, but, a very 
satisfactory Defence, to most of the alledged 
Items. Relative to the Consumption of 
Whipcord , which had excited a great deal 
of Mirth, having professed at the same Time, 
his total Ignorance, Robinson undertook to 
give some sort of Explanation; which, how¬ 
ever ingenious, or even well founded it might 
be, yet diverted, more than it satisfied his 
Hearers. 

It is certain that during the Period antece¬ 
dent to 1782, the Abuses practised in many 
great official Departments, which exceeded 
all reasonable Limits, loudly demanded par¬ 
liamentary Regulation. I have, myself, had 
Occasion to hear, if not to see, Specimens 
and Instances of Depredation; (for they well 
merited the Name;) which will hardly obtain 
Belief in the present Days. I knew with 
some Degree of Intimacy, a Lord of Trade, 
who possessing a Borough, and a very large 
Fortune, w r as, himself, a Member of the House 
of Commons in successive Parliaments. On 
his being sworn in at the Board of Trade, 
he issued an Order to provide a great Num- 



460 HISTORICAL [1783. 

ber of Pewter Inkstands for his own Use; 
which he afterwards commuted into one, 
composed of Silver. I have seen him at the 
Levee, dressed in a suit of green Velvet, 
fabricated, as Fame reported, out of the 
Materials ordered in his public Character, 
for the ostensible Purpose of making Bags 
to contain Office Papers. His Friends and 
Correspondents Could recognize the Statio¬ 
nery, of which he had made an ample Pro¬ 
vision, more than ten Years after the Board 
of Trade itself, abolished by Burke’s Bill, 
had ceased to have any Existence. Even 
since 1782, similar Facts are said to have 
taken place. This Gentleman, or rather 
his Wife, formed one on the List of British 
Peerages, intended to have been either revived 
or created, by Lord North and Fox; the 
Number of which, as I recollect, amounted 
to Thirty-two, or Thirty-three; if the Coali¬ 
tion had forced their way a second Time 
into the Cabinet, in the Beginning of ] 784, as 
they confidently expected. 

Nor were these the only official and minis¬ 
terial Appropriations of the public Money, 
to private Purposes, that distinguished the 
Times under our Review. From the Ministry^. 
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of Sir Robert Walpole, down to the Conclu¬ 
sion of Lord North’s Government, few Places 
of considerable Emolument, in any Depart¬ 
ment, were given, wholly unfettered, to the 
nominal Occupant. Even under Lord Rock¬ 
ingham’s first Administration in 1765, we find 
Wilkes quartered on the whole of the Trea¬ 
sury and Admiralty Boards, to the annual 
Amount of 1040Z. a Year; the Marquis pay¬ 
ing him 5001.; the inferior Lords of the Trea¬ 
sury, 60/. each; and the Members of the Board 
of Trade, each 40/. This curious Fact is 
stated in Horne’s Letter to “ Junius,” of the 
31st July, 1771. It was not attempted to be 
denied. When the Duke of Grafton, in June 
of the same Year, 1771, accepted the Office 
of Privy Seal, which had been previously 
destined for Lord Weymouth; ‘.‘Junius* 
more than insinuates, that the last mentioned 
Nobleman was quartered by the Duke upon 
Rigby, who from 1768 to 1782, nominally 
occupied the sole Paymastership of the 
Forces. I knew a Lady of Quality, who 
having been Daughter to a Person high in 
Office, was commonly said to have rode 
sixteen Persons at one Time; to whom her 
Father had given Places, under that express 
Condition or Reservation. I believe she 
outlived them all. Governments, military 
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Appointments, Offices in the Excise and 
Customs; in a word, Places of every De¬ 
scription, at Home and Abroad, were fre¬ 
quently loaded with Riders. 

I remember, at the very Time of which 
I am now speaking, in July, 1783, when 
the Bill for regulating the Offices' in the 
Exchequer, was before the House of Com¬ 
mons; Hussey, enumerating the Abuses 
practised, asked, “ Have Ministers never 
“ heard of quartering one Person upon ano- 
“ ther? Will they venture to assert that 
“ at this Moment, no Individual ostensibly 
“ out of Place, is quartered upon the Sa- 
“ lary of some Man in Employment? I mean 
“ no Imputation on the present Government. 
“ Such Practices, I believe, have prevailed 
“under all.Administrations, during many 
“ Years.” Neither Fox, nor Lord North, 
though both the one arid the other rose to 
speak during the Course of the Evening, at¬ 
tempted to contest Hussey’s Assertion. Mr. 
Pitt himself, when introducing the Bill to 
which Allusion has been recently made, re¬ 
capitulated many Alienations of public Mo¬ 
ney, which were then practised, but, which 
we cari scarcely credit in the present Times. 
In the Navy Office, where no Fees were 
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allowed, and where, under that Name , they 
were disclaimed, the chief Clerk, whose Sa^ 
lary did not exceed 250/. a Year, received 
in Gifts annually, full 2500/. The Lords of 
the Treasury were accustomed to appoint 
their own Servants to the Place of Stam¬ 
pers in the Stamp Office; instantly granting 
them Leave of Absence, so that the Duty 
was performed by Deputy. Not only 
Coals and Candles, but, even Articles of 
Furniture were ordered by Persons in high 
Employment, to be sent, at the public 
Expence, to their Houses, both in London, 
and in the Country. The Post Office, and 1 
the Dock Yards, presented Facts equally 
demanding Reform. Pitt declared that the 
annual aggregate Charge on Account of Sta¬ 
tionery Wares, , exceeded eighteen Thousand 
Pounds; adding, that he had heard of Aparh 
ments being papered at the Expence of the 
Public. 1 feel it however incumbent on me 
to state, that Lord North made not only the 
most explicit and dignified Reply to these 
Allegations, as far as they regarded him per¬ 
sonally or officially; but, demonstrated his 
own Disinterestedness, while at the Head of 
Affairs. “ When I was placed,” said he, 
n in the Controul of the Treasury, I. found 
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“ that my Predecessors had invariably been 
“ supplied with Coals and Candles at the pub- 
“ lie Expence, according to ancient, estab- 
“ lished Usage. Nevertheless I did not avail 
“ myself of the Practice, however confirmed 
“ by Length of Time, but, purchased those 
“ Articles out of my own Purse.” He sub¬ 
joined, “ 1 not only took every Precaution, 
“ in Order to prevent Fraud from being com- 
“ mitted in my Name; but, I assure the House, 
“ I will make the most rigorous Enquiries, 
“ and if 1 discover Delinquency, 1 will leave 
“ nothing undone to bring the Offenders to 
“ Punishment.” All these Modes of augment¬ 
ing the fair Income or Salary of Office, were 
extinguished, as I know, by Mr. Pitt, when 
he became First Minister, throughout every 
Department of the Revenue, as far as hia 
Influence extended. But, he was necessi¬ 
tated in many Cases to commit a greater 
Inroad on the Constitution, by distributing 
Honours and Dignities, as a Substitute for 
Emoluments. 

[25th and 26th June.] Notwithstanding 1 
the Ascendant which Fox exercised over the 
Cabinet, and in particular, over the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer, an Event occurred at 



1783 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


466 


this Time, where his Influence proved une¬ 
qual to overcome the Obstacles opposed tp 
it. The Prince of Wales approaching the 
Period of his Minority, a separate Establish¬ 
ment became requisite for him; and Carlton 
House, which had not been inhabited since 
the Decease of the Princess Dowager of 
Wales in 1772, was chosen to constitute his 
future Residence. The Income proper for 
his Royal Highness’s Support, became ne¬ 
cessarily a Subject of Discussion among the 
Members of Administration, and produced 
great Difference of Opinion. Fox thought 
that the Sum of one Hundred Thousand 
Pounds, would not be more than adequate 
to maintain his State; while Lord John Ca¬ 
vendish, in whose immediate official Depart¬ 
ment the Business lay, conceived that a 
Moiety of the Sum might suffice, under the 
Circumstances of the Country, and the In¬ 
cumbrances on the Civil List. His Majesty 
being of the latter Sentiment, it was adopted; 
and Lord John having acquainted the House 
with the gracious Determination of the So¬ 
vereign, not to call on his People for any 
additional Aid to his Civil List, but, to take 
on himself the present Expence of the Heir- 
vol. hi, 2 H 
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apparent, limited his Demand to the Sum of 
sixty Thousand Pounds, as a temporary 
Supply to the Crown, and an Outfit. Pitt 
instantly stood up, and having expressed 
his perfect Approbation of the Proposition, 
as by no means unreasonable of excessive, 
he passed some very high Encomiums on 
the Prince. Then, addressing his Discourse 
pointedly to the Secretary for Foreign Af¬ 
fairs, he observed that Rumours had been 
circulated, in a Manner which seemed to 
stamp them with Authenticity, of a very extra¬ 
ordinary Nature. “ Those Rumours,” con¬ 
tinued he, “ asserted, that it had been the 
“ Intention of some of the King’s Ministers, 
“ contrary to His Majesty’s avowed Wishes, 
“ whose paternal Affection for his Subjects, 
“ suggested very different Ideas to his Royal 
“ Mind ; as well as contrary to a due Consi- 
“ deration for the exhausted Condition of the 
“ Country; to have proposed a very enormous 
“ Sum for the Prince of Wales’s Establish- 
“ ment. I rejoice exceedingly at finding those 
“ Reports practically done away on this 
“ Evening; but, I trust, that Ministers will 
“ take the present Occasion to rise in their 
“ Places, and to deny that there ever existed 
“ the slightest Foundation for such Asser- 
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** tions. On so important a Point, I expect 
“ that they will furnish us with an ample 
“ Explanation.’* 

Fox, thus called on, rose, and in the 
manly Tone which always characterized him, 
replied, that as the Vote now proposed, 
went only to the Sum of fifty Thousand 
Pounds a Year, that Fact formed in itself a 
sufficient Answer to the Question. But, he 
added, that “ Former Princes of Wales had 
“ received larger Grants from Parliament, for 
“ the Support of their Dignity.” Having ex¬ 
patiated with equal Eloquence and Warmth 
of Colouring, on the eminent, as well as shin¬ 
ing Virtues of the Prince; not omitting the 
Merit of his ready Obedience on the present 
Occasion, to his Majesty’s Pleasure; the 
Secretary added, “ If, however, it had re- 
“ mained with me to advise, or had it been my 

Province to make the Application of this 
“ Day, to the House, I do not hesitate to 
“ repeat that I should have asked for a much 
“ larger Sum. But, as the Person who pos- 
“ sesses the best Right to decide upon that 
“ Point, has not coincided with me in 
“ Sentiment, it becomes my Duty to obey, 
“ and to act implicitly by his Opinion.” The 
2 h 2 
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Vote, then passed without a dissentient Voice; 
but, on the following Day, when the Report 
was made from the Committee of Supply, 
Governor Johnstone resumed the Subject. 

It required all the Strength of Nerves which 
he possessed, not to be deterred from touch¬ 
ing upon a Topic so delicate in itself ^neces¬ 
sarily exposing the Individual who agitated 
it*’to a Variety of unpleasant Circumstances. 
Without however suffering these Considera¬ 
tions to influence his Conduct, Johnstone, 
after expressing his Concurrence and Satis¬ 
faction at the Resolution of the preceding 
Evening; observed, that it appeared, the 
Obligation was solely due to His Majesty, 
for taking the Allowance now made to the 
Prince of Wales, out of the Civil List ; as 
well as for limiting to the Sum of sixty 
Thousand Pounds, the Aid demanded: of 
Parliament on the present Occasion. “ The 
“ Ministers of the Crown,” continued he, 

“ cannot lay Claim to the slightest Degree 
“ of Merit, from the Alleviation thus effected 
“ in the Burthens to be imposed upon the . 
“ People. Much Praise has indeed been 
“ bestowed by them, on the Prince of Wales, 

“ for submitting to so limited a Provision: 

“ but, not a Syllable has fallen from their 
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“ Lips, in Praise of the King, who is the 
“ Author of this meritorious Transaction. 
“ I readily admit His Royal Highness’s high 
“ Merit; not, however, because the Grant is 
“ in itself too small, or inadequate; but, be- 
“ cause, from the Expressions and Avowal of 
“ the Secretary of State, the Prince has been 
“ encouraged to imagine that double the 
“ Sum ought to have been given him, inde- 
“ pendent'of the Civil List, or of his Father, 
“ arising from a Vote of Parliament, to be set. 
“ tied on himself.”—“ His Majesty’s Ministers 
“ are most reprehensible, thus to recommend 
“ it in the Heed, and to blast it in the Act; 
“ insinuating in the plainest Manner their 
“ Desire to have granted His Royal High- 
“ ness double the Provision: at the same 
“ Time informing us, that the present Propo- 
“ sition emanates solely from the Sovereign, 
“whose Will on the present Point, they 
“ were unable to controul.”—“ The actual Al- 
•“ lowance of fifty Thousand Pounds a Year, 
“ with twelve Thousand more issuing from 
“ the Revenues of Cornwall and of Wales, 
“ constitute as ample an Establishment for 
“ an unmarried Heir-apparent, as a Country 
“ pressed down by War and Taxation, caq 
“ with Propriety bestow.” 
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Fox having manifested some Marks of 
Contempt, or rather, of Levity, at the last Ex¬ 
pression uttered by Johnstone, the Governor 
exclaimed, “ I well know, Mr. Speaker, 
“ that the largest Sums appear as Mites to 
“ the Secretary of State, who is accustomed 
“ to set at Defiance, all Ideas of'Moderation 
“ in his own personal Expences; and who 
“ has now adopted the present desperate Ex- 
“ pedientfor supplying his Profusion and his 
“ Ambition. To His Majesty alone, we owe 
“ the Proposition before us; and no Persons 
“ are in general more lavish of Encomiums 
“ on the Sovereign, than the Members of 
“ Administration, when they mean to assume 
“ to themselves the Merit of those Acts. 
<£ No such Commendations have been now 
“ bestowed on the King, who is indirectly 
“ censured for granting so small a Pittance 
“ to his Son. Delicacy ought to have re- 
“ strained Ministers from expressing such 
“ Sentiments in this Assembly, while they 
“ think proper to occupy their official Em- 
“ ployments. By sullenly refusing to ex- 
“ plain whether they will not soon call on 
“‘us for further pecuniary Assistance to the 
“ Prince, they even encourage him to 
“ incur Debts which must ultimately be 
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“ liquidated by Parliament.” A Speech so 
abounding with offensive Personalities, it 
might naturally have been expected, would 
call up the Secretary of State, who seldom 
remained silent under similar Attacks. Ne¬ 
vertheless, the whole Treasury Bench sate 
mute, and the House rose immediately: but, 
throughout the whole Proceeding, Fox un¬ 
doubtedly appeared rather in the Character 
of a Friend and an Adherent of the Heir 
to the Throne, than as a confidential Servant, 
and a Cabinet Minister of George the Third. 
Pitt, even while at the Head of Opposition, 
seemed to act more in the latter Capacity. 

I ought however in Justice to say, that, his 
Parliamentary Conduct, during the whole 
Period of the Coalition Administration, dis¬ 
played neither an illiberal, a vindictive, nor 
an undistinguishing Resistance to ministerial 
Measures. On the contrary, he supported 
Government on more than one Occasion, 
when a factious Member of the House might 
have acquired Popularity by an opposite 
Line of Action. I could cite Instances in 
Proof of my Assertion. In the List of Taxes 
enumerated by the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer, and brought forward as Part of his 
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Ways and Means, was one, imposing a 
small Stamp on Receipts. This Tax, which 
experienced great Obstacles from various 
Parts of the House, excited much Clamour: 
but, Pitt refused to lend himself to it, and 
declared his Determination to give the Bill 
his strenuous Support. Among the favourite 
Objects of the Shelburne Ministry, might be 
justly reckoned the Steps taken for com¬ 
pelling public Accountants to pay in their 
Balances of national Money. Powis having 
about this Time, demanded whether Admi¬ 
nistration was occupied on a Subject so im¬ 
portant to the State; and Kenyon following 
up the Question, by asking if the Bill filed 
against Powell, as one of the Executors of 
the late Lord Holland; but, which had been 
suspended by Powell’s tragical Death, was 
about to be prosecuted; the Solicitor Gene¬ 
ral, (Lee), rose in Reply. With the Sincerity 
and Independence of his natural Character, 
which disdained all Circumlocution, he an¬ 
swered, that “ he never would revive the 
“ Bill, to the Extent of the former, which 
“ Powell’s End had arrested.” “ The old 
“Bill,” subjoined he, “reclaimed all the 
“ Interest ever made by Lord Holland, while 
“ Paymaster of the Forces, out of the public 
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“ Money in his Possession. I hold this 
“ Measure to be so oppressive, as well as 
“ unjust; so contrary to long established 
“ Usage, and of a Nature which would oc- 
“ casiou such Apprehensions among all the 
“ Descendants of former Paymasters, that 
“ I will rather resign my Office, than con- 
“ sent to countenance it.” 

Fox did not let pass the Occasion thus 
offered him, of justifying his Father’s Me¬ 
mory, at the Expence of the late Administra¬ 
tion. “ My noble Relation,” observed, he, 
“ was the only Paymaster of the Forces, 
“ whom those Ministers selected for the Pur- 
“ pose of exacting from his Executors, Sums 
“ which, if extorted, must reduce his Fa- 
“ mily to Beggary. For, what was their De- 
“ niand ?—The Interest; not of Money with- 
“ held from the Public, after it had been re- 
“ claimed by Government; but, the whole 
“ accumulated Gain made by Lord Holland, 
“ while at the Head of the Pay Office. This 
“ was a Prosecution, which, if the Situation 
“ in which I personally stood with Respect 
** to the last Cabinet, be considered, looked 
“ very much like Persecution.” Anxious 
probably to efface such an Imputation, 
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thrown on the Individuals with whom he was 
so closely connected, Pitt instantly stood 
up, and declared that he did not think, In¬ 
terest of the retrospective and comprehensive 
Nature described, ought to be demanded by 
the Public. But, he justified the late At¬ 
torney General, (Kenyon), for having laid 
Claim to it on the Part of the Country, as 
that Law Officer conceived it to be his Duty. 
Adding, “ an Attorney General ought not 
“ to exercise his Discretion on such a Point, 
“ or to leave unclaimed, any supposed Right 
“ of the Crown.” Burke, however, starting 
up, exclaimed, li Precisely on the same 
“ Ground, might the iniquitous Ministers of 
“ Henry the Seventh, Empson and Dudley, 
“ be defended!” Here the Matter terminated. 

[10th July.] The fruitless Attempt made 
by Pitt, to regulate the Abuses of Pees in 
the public Offices, did not constitute the 
only unsuccessful parliamentary Effort un¬ 
dertaken by him, during the Session. A 
short Time before its Close, Lord Johu Ca¬ 
vendish, as it would appear, somewhat in¬ 
cautiously or inadvertently laid on the 
Table, .a Book containing the List of public 
Accountants, to whom Sums of Money, 
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exceeding in the whole forty-four Millions, 
had been issued by Government, for which 
they had never passed any Accounts before 
the Auditors of the Imprest. Pitt instantly 
endeavoured to induce the House to vote an 
Address to the Crown, requesting His Ma¬ 
jesty to take Measures for compelling the 
Persons named, to account for those Sums; 
and for preventing a future Recurrence of 
the same Abuse. He seemed authorized to 
assume, that such a Motion would be too 
analogous to the avowed Disposition and 
Professions of the Rockingham Party, to 
experience from them any Resistance. All 
the Ability, Eloquence, Wit and Ingenuity 
of the ministerial Benches, were neverthe¬ 
less called out, in order to invalidate the 
Authenticity of the very Document, laid by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 
Table; which Book, his Colleagues now 
declared to be destitute of proper Authority, 
and consequently, an unsafe, as well as in¬ 
efficient Basis, on which to found the pro¬ 
posed Address to the Throne, 

This Treatment of Lord John in his official 
Capacity, as Minister of Finance, by his own 
Friends, in the Face of the House of Com- 
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mons, did not appear at first Sight, either the 
most respectful to him, or even the most de¬ 
corous to themselves: Sheridan with consum¬ 
mate Address, contrived, however, to render 
it in-some Measure palatable, by a delicate 
Mixture of Compliment to his Integrity, and 
of Censure on his Prudence: while Lord 
North and Fox pla'yed their whole. Artillery 
upon Pitt. The two Secretaries of State 
seemed on that Day, to act in perfect Con¬ 
cert, and to be cordially united. • To Fox, 
the Motion, was, indeed, one of deep Inte¬ 
rest; his Father standing on the List, no¬ 
minally for twelve, out of the forty-four 
Millions, which had not been formally 
passed by the Auditors of the Imprest ; 
though it seemed to be generally admitted, 
that the Money issued to Lord Holland, 
was substantially accounted for by that 
Nobleman’s Executors. Fox objected in 
strong Terms, to the Assertion of any spe¬ 
cific Sum remaining unaccounted for in the 
Exchequer, and indirectly accused Pitt of 
meaning to implicate Lord Holland by the 
proposed Vote, as a Defaulter. “ The 
“ Right Honorable Gentleman,” added he, 
“ has probably the same Intentions, as those 
“ Individuals manifested, who, when my no- 
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“ ble Relation had in his Hands about four 
‘‘ hundred thousand Pounds of the public 
“ Money, called him the Defaulter of unac- 
“counted Millions .” Nor was the Secretary 
less severe on his Colleague, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, than Sheridan had been; 
blaming Lord John’s injudicious Candour, 
in producing a Document, of which so inju¬ 
rious a Use had been made by the Opposi¬ 
tion. Having finally expunged the most es¬ 
sential Clauses of the proposed Address to 
the Throne, Ministers allowed it to pass the 
House. 

[ 16 th July.] The Session, protracted to the 
middle of July, now drew towards a Termi¬ 
nation. During the.Space of about three 
Months that Parliament remained, sitting 
after the Formation of the new Ministry, both 
Houses, in particular, the Commons, had ma¬ 
nifested the utmost Disposition to give them 
every Support. The Opposition, though 
conducted by Pitt and Dundas, while.it was 
tacitly, as well as powerfully sustained by 
Jenkinson; yet rarely ventured on a Divi¬ 
sion, which only exposed the Paucity and 
Inferiority of their Numbers. Lord North, 
however obscured he might be by the. su- 
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perior Energy of Eox, still remained the 
nominal Leader of a very numerous Body, 
who looked to him for Protection against 
the violent Members of the Rockingham 
Party. But, his Colleague, without the 
Title, was already become the real First 
Minister; as the great Earl of Chatham had 
been formerly, under the late and present 
Reign, when only Secretary of State, or 
when holding the Privy Seal. The Strength 
of Fox’s Character, the Activity of his 
Mind, the Warmth of his Friendship, and 
the Splendour of his Talents;—this Combi¬ 
nation of Endowments naturally attracting 
Adherents, enabled him to absorb the whole 
Power of Government. Burke, ardent, in¬ 
defatigable, and never losing Sight of his 
Object, impatiently looked forward to the 
great Task of reforming and remodelling 
India. The advanced Season of the Year at 
which the Administration came into Power, 
and that Circumstance only, had induced 
Fox, as well as his Colleagues, to allow the 
present Session to elapse, without imme¬ 
diately availing themselves of the Patro¬ 
nage, and multiplied Sources of Advantage, 
which the Indian Empire offered to their 
Avidity. It presented a rich Harvest, 
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which they devoured by Anticipation; and 
the Enjoyment of which they reluctantly 
postponed, even for a few Months. But, 
the Magnitude, Importance, and compli¬ 
cated Nature of the political Machine by 
which India was governed, demanded ma¬ 
ture Deliberation, before they ventured to 
reconstruct it, as they meditated, entirely on 
new Principles. It was therefore finally 
determined in the Cabinet, to call Parlia¬ 
ment together early in the approaching Au¬ 
tumn, for the Purpose; and the King was 
expressly made to declare the Intention, in 
his Speech pronounced from the Throne, on 
the Prorogation. Sheridan, by a wonderful 
Combination of almost all the Talents which 
can meet in Man, under the Controul of 
unalterable Equality of Temper, began al¬ 
ready to compete with Burke in parlia¬ 
mentary Estimation; and frequently ob¬ 
tained a more ready or patient Hearing from 
the House. Every Day, while it confirmed 
the Ascendant which he had there acquired, 
placed him higher among the most distin¬ 
guished Supports of Administration. 

If the Coalition looked round at Home, 
they beheld at this Period, a docile Parliar 
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ment, originally called together by Lord 
North; and of which Assembly he still re¬ 
tained in his Hands, many of the secret 
Springs or Keys, in both Houses. Abroad, 
every thing announced the Continuance,of 
Peace. America was indeed lost; but, 
the emancipated Colonies had ceased to be 
hostile.to Great Britain. France, exhausted 
even by her late Advantages beyond the 
Atlantic, weak in her Government, and alto¬ 
gether convulsed or deranged in her Finan¬ 
ces already nourished in .her Vitals the 
Seeds of that fatal Revolution, which has 
since overturned Order, Religion, Morals, 
and the ancient Fabrick of Europe. Joseph 
the Second, Emperor of Germany, suppress¬ 
ing Monasteries and. religious Establish¬ 
ments with one Hand; with the other, in 
direct Violation of all subsisting Treaties, 
rashly and wantonly demolished to their 
Foundations, the Works of the Garrison 
Cities of the Austrian Netherlands. I wit¬ 
nessed, inyself, during the Course of that 
Summer, the Expulsion of the last Remains 
of the Dutch .Troops maintained in the Bar¬ 
rier Towns, and the Destruction or Demo¬ 
lition of the.Fortifications themselves. Ex¬ 
cept Luxembourg, placed at one Extremity, 
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towards Germany;'and the Citadel of Ant¬ 
werp, situate at the other Termination of 
-Flanders ; it was obvious that scarcely any 
Obstacle remained, to exclude France from 
overrunning the Low Countries at her Plea¬ 
sure. If these Reflections appeared how¬ 
ever to cause no Uneasiness to Ministers, 
yet a domestic Source of just Anxiety which 
they could not surmount, presented itself 
in the fixed and unconquerable Alienation 
of the King. In vain did they endeavour 
to insinuate themselves into his personal 
Favour. He received with Formality and 
Coldness, all their Advances; allowed them 
to dictate Measures ; gave them Audiences, 
signed Papers, and complied with their Ad¬ 
vice : but, he neither admitted them to liis 
Confidence, nor ceased to consider them as 
Objects of his individual Aversion. The 
Consciousness of this Sentiment existing in 
the royal Bosom, which sunk deep into 
Fox’s Mind, naturally impelled him to sub¬ 
stitute other Foundations’, on which to con¬ 
struct, and to perpetuate his ministerial 
Greatness. 

No Man who has enjoyed the Opportuni¬ 
ties of studying Fox’s Character, or of being 

vol. hi. 2 i 
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informed respecting- his political Line of 
Action, to which T have had Access; can 
however doubt that he would have preferred 
Gentleness before Force, and Conciliation in 
Preference to harsher Methods of confirming; 
his Power, if the Means of accomplishing it 
had been open to him. He well knew how 
difficult it was to retain Office in Defiance of 
the Sovereign ; and he could not be ignorant 
that by; his Junction with Lord North,, 
though he had stormed the Cabinet, he had 
lost his Popularity.. All his original Prin¬ 
ciples were monarchical, and even his Ambi¬ 
tion partook of the Pliability of his Nature*. 
His very Necessities rendered him ductile, 
and loudly called on him to bestow some 
Attention on his private Fortune. In fact, 
we may question whether a more comply¬ 
ing Minister, or one more disposed to have 
gratified his Master in every legitimate Ob¬ 
ject of royal Desire, could have been found 
among His Majesty’s Subjects. Mr. Pitt 
manifested by no means the same Acqui¬ 
escence, or the same Suavity and ready 
Submission, on a Variety of Occasions, when 
afterwards in Office. He was on the con¬ 
trary, often intractable and pertinacious, as 
I know, even upon Points painfully interest- 
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ing to the King. But, if George the Third 
did not regard him with Affection, he at 
least considered him with Esteem; and un¬ 
fortunately for Fox, it was not easy to ac¬ 
quire the Favour of the Sovereign, except 
through the Channel of his moral Approba¬ 
tion. “ Hoc fonte derivata Clades.” It was 
in vain that the Secretary watched for a 
Moment of Weakness, of which; he would 
no doubt have profited, to insinuate himself 
into the royal Confidence. There existed 
no Mistress to facilitate his Approaches, to 
soften Asperities, and to form the Medium 
of Reconciliation. Under George the First , 1 
the Duchess of Kendal, or the Countess of 
Darlington, would have performed that 
Office for him,- though.not gratuitously; as : 
Mrs. Howard, or Madame de Walmoden, 
would equally have done with George the 
Second. 

Nor can we reasonably question on the 
other Hand, that His Majesty justly appre¬ 
ciated the Secretary’s Character, and was 
well aware that he would not prove more 
intractable or rigid while in Office, than 
other Men. But he did not choose to avail 

2 i 2 
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himself of such Assistance. I know that? 
some three or four Years after the Time of 
which I nOw speak, the King finding him¬ 
self alone with the Duke of Queensberry, 
who had been one of the Lords of his Bed¬ 
chamber ever since his Accession to the 
Grown, and with whom he was accustomed 
to converse unreservedly on many Subjects ; 
the Discourse turned on the Coalition Mi¬ 
nistry. “ Sir,” said the Duke, “ Your Ma- 
“ jesty might safely have allowed Mr. Fox 
to remain in Office, and you would have 
“ : found in him every Disposition to comply 
“ with your Wishes. I can assert as an 
“undoubted Fact, that there was scarcely 
“• any Proof of his personal Devotion, or any 
“ : Sacrifice' that he would not have made, 
“< to acquire your Favour.” “ He never said 
“‘• as much to me,” answered the King. “ No, 
“ Sir,” replied the Duke, “ assuredly lie 
“ did not, because Your Majesty never gave 
“ him any Encouragement to venture on 
“ taking such a Step.” George the Third, 
during the eight or nine Months of his 
Captivity, only looked to Emancipation, 
and never attempted to gain or to conciliate' 
his Ministerial Jailors. 
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Meanwhile emerging, as the Duties of his 
high Office compelled him, from the Dissi¬ 
pation and Society of Brookes’s; Fox, du¬ 
ring.this brilliant, but, transitory Portion of 
his Life, fulfilled with universal Approba¬ 
tion, I might even say, Admiration all the 
essential, no less than the ostensible Func¬ 
tions of Secretary of State. . At his House 
in Grafton Street, where he resided, he re¬ 
ceived and entertained the foreign Ministers 
.then resident in London from the various 
European Courts, with distinguished Eclat. 
They, who were never weary of his Conver¬ 
sation, respected his Talents, while they 
admired the immense Variety of his Informa¬ 
tion on all diplomatic Points. Delighted 
at the Facility with which he wrote or 
conversed in French, an Accomplishment 
not so general at that Time, as it is now 
become; they were not less gratified by the 
liberal Hospitality of his Table, added to 
the noble Amenity and Frankness of his 
Manners. . Nor can it be sufficiently regret¬ 
ted, that a Man so much formed to have 
done Honor, and to have rendered essential 
Service to his Country, as Fox; should, by 
the Errors or Imprudencies of his own Con¬ 
duct, have rendered himself obnoxious ,t# 
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his Sovereign, and thus have excluded him¬ 
self from Office. We cannot reflect without 
Concern, that in the Course of a Life pro¬ 
longed to its fifty-eighth Year, Fox sat only 
about nineteen Months in the Cabinet, taken 
altogether: while Pitt, who terminated his 
comparatively short Career at forty-seven, 
passed almost his whole Life after he at¬ 
tained to Manhood, in the first Employ¬ 
ments ; or rather, in the highest Situation of 
State, that of Prime Minister. However we 
may dispute as to the Superiority of Talents 
in these two extraordinary and illustrious 
Men, Posterity willbe at no Loss to decide 
respecting the Superiority of their Judg¬ 
ment . 


[August.] Pitt availing himself of this 
Interval of political Leisure, afforded him 
by the Triumph of the Coalition , and the 
Recess of Parliament, endeavoured to catch 
a hasty Glimpse of the Continent, which he 
had scarcely ever before visited. As if he 
foresaw that no other Occasion would ever 
again present itself for the Gratification of 
his Curiosity, he Crossed over to Calais, and 
directed his Course in the first Instance, to 
Rheims. Lord Thurlow followed his Ex- 
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ample. Mr. George Rose, who had been 
one of the two Secretaries of the Treasury, 
when Pitt filled the Post of Chancellor of 
the Exchequer; and who has since deser¬ 
vedly risen by his distinguished financial 
Talents or Services, to much higher official 
Situations; accompanied Lord Thurlow. . I 
met them by Accident, at Antwerp. Pitt 
proceeding afterwards to Paris, was pre¬ 
sented by our Embassador the Duke of 
Manchester, to Louis the Sixteenth, at Fon- 
tainbleau, where the French Court always 
passed a considerable Portion of the Au¬ 
tumn. His Name, and the Fame of his dis¬ 
tinguished Abilities, which had preceded his 
Appearance, disposed all to admire him: 
but, the King, in Compliance with the stupid 
Etiquette, that interdicted him from speak¬ 
ing to Foreigners, who were presented at 
Court; when added to his natural Shyness ; 
did not, I believe, exchange one Word with 
Pitt. The Queen, whose superior Energy of 
Mind emancipated her from such Restraints, 
treated him with the utmost Distinction. 
Marie Antoinette entered into Conversation 
•with him, as far as his cold Manner, en- 
creased by an imperfect Knowledge of the 
'French Language, would permit him to 
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engage in Discourse. “ Monsieur ,” said she 
to him, on his retiring, with a Manner even 
more expressive than the Words, “ Je suis 
“ charmee de vous voir , et de vous avoir vue. n 
Pitt took Care to return to London from his 
short Excursion, in Time to attend the Meet- 
ipg of Parliament. 

While the two Leaders of Ministry, and of 
Opposition, were thus respectively occupied, 
the one in his official Duties at Home, and 
the other on the Continent; the King b& 
came a Prey to habitual Dejection. Throughr 
out all the Troubles of his Deign, when 
Wilkes and when “ Junius” excited Dis r 
affection among his Subjects, as well as 
during the most distressful Periods of the 
American War; or when the Capital exhi¬ 
bited Scenes of Outrage and of popular Vior 
lence; he had maintained a serene Coun¬ 
tenance, and manifested an unshaken Firnir 
ness. But, his Fortitude sunk under the 
Bondage to which the Coalition had sub¬ 
jected him. His natural Equality of Temper, 
Suavity of Manners, and Cheerfulness of De¬ 
portment, forsaking him in a great Measure, 
}ie became silent, thoughtful, taciturn, and 
uncommunicative. Sometimes, when he re-. 
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sided-at Windsor, mounting his Horse, ac¬ 
companied by an Equerry and a single 
Footman ; after riding ten or twelve Miles, 
scarcely opening his Lips, he would dis¬ 
mount in order to inspect his Hounds, or tp 
view his fanning Improvements: then get¬ 
ting, on horseback again, he returned back 
to the Queen’s Lodge in the same pensive 
or disconsolate Manner. From time to time, 
he admitted Mr. Jenkinson and Lord Thur- 
low, both of whom were Privy Councillors, 
to pay their respects to him. He even re¬ 
peated to the latter of those distinguished 
Persons, his Wish already expressed, of going 
over to his Electoral Dominions for a few 
Months; and abandoning to the Ministers, 
the Power of which they had got Possession. 
But, Lord Thurlow, after, again dissuading 
him from having recourse to any strong or 
violent Expedients, for procuring present 
Emancipation; exhorted him to wait for a 
favorable Occasion, which Fox’s Impetuosity 
or Imprudence would probably furnish, to 
liberate himself from the Yoke of the Coa¬ 
lition. Time, soon presented the propitious 
Moment for putting this Advice into Exe¬ 
cution. 
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[September.] His Majesty remaining- in¬ 
flexible in his Resolution not to create any 
j British Peers on the ministerial Recom¬ 
mendation, they contented themselves with 
tendering him a Last of eight or nine Irish 
Peerages. However reluctantly, he yet con¬ 
sented to exercise this Act of the Preroga¬ 
tive. Nearly about the same Time, the defi¬ 
nitive Treaties of Peace were concluded with 
France and Spain; while David Hartley, who 
had been sent to Paris expressly for the Pur¬ 
pose, signed another Treaty with America. 
Hartley, who was Member for Hull, though 
destitute of any personal Recommendations 
of Manner, possessed some Talent, with 
unsullied Probity, added to indefatigable 
Perseverance and Labour. His Sight, which 
was very defective, compelled him always to 
wear Spectacles. The Rockingham Party 
contained not among them a more zealous 
Adherent; but, in Parliament, the intolerable 
Length, when increased by the Dulnessofhis 
Speeches, rendered him an absolute Nui¬ 
sance, even to his own Friends. His rising 
always operated like a Dinner Bell. One 
Day, that he had thus wearied out the 
Patience of his Audience; having• nearly 
cleared a very full House, which was re- 
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duced from three Hundred, to about eighty 
Persons, half asleep; just at a Time when 
•he was expected to : close, he unexpectedly 
moved that the Riot Act should be read, 
as a Document necessary to elucidate, or 
to prove, some of his foregoing Assertions. 
Burke, who sat close by him, and who wish¬ 
ing to speak to the Question under Discus¬ 
sion, which was a Part of the Budget, had 
been bursting with Impatience for more 
than an Hour and a Half; finding himself 
so cruelly disappointed, bounced up, ex¬ 
claiming, while he laid hold of Hartley by 
the Coat, The Riot Act! my deaf Friend, 
:M the Riot Act! to what Purpose! don’t 
“ you see that the Mob is already complete 
“ ly dispersed? You have not twenty Hear- 
“ ers.” ' The sarcastic Wit of this Remark, 
in the State of the House, which presented 
to the View only empty Benches; when en- 
creased by the Manner and Tone of Despair, 
in which Burke uttered it; convulsed every 
Person present except Hartley, who never 
changed Countenance, and insisted on the 
Riot Act being read by one of the Clerks. 
‘Lord North himself recounted this Story to 
Sir John Macpherson, from whom I re¬ 
ceived it. 
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I have heard the late Earl of Liverpool, 
then Mr. Jenkinson, say, that Hartley hav¬ 
ing risen to speak, about Eive o’Clock, 
during the Session of the Year 1779, in the 
Month of June, or of July; and it being 
generally understood, that he would un¬ 
doubtedly continue a long Time on his Legs, 
as he was to conclude with making a Mo¬ 
tion; Mr. Jenkinson profited of the Occa¬ 
sion to breathe some Country Air. He 
walked, .therefore, from the House, to his 
Residence in Parliament Street; from whence 
mounting his Horse, he rode out to a Place 
that he rented, some Miles from Town. 
There he dined, strolled about, and in the 
.Evening returned slowly to London. As it 
was then near .Nine o’Cloek; before he went 
down a second Time to the House of Com¬ 
mons, he dispatched a Servant to Mrs. Ben- 
net, the Housekeeper, requesting to be in¬ 
formed of the Names of the principal Persons 
who had spoken in the Course of the Debate, 
and likewise to know about what Hour a 
Division might probably be expected to take 
Place. The Footman brought back for An¬ 
swer, that Mr. Hartley continued still speak¬ 
ing, but, was expected to close soon; and 
that no other Person had yet risen except 
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himself. In Fact, when Mr. Jenkinson en¬ 
tered the House soon afterwards, Hartley- 
remained exactly in the same Place and 
Attitude as he was, near five Hours before; 
regardless of the general Impatience, or of 
the profound Repose into which the Majo¬ 
rity of his Hearers were sunk. However 
incredible this Anecdote appears, I have 
related it without Exaggeration. 

[October.] Autumn produced universal 
Tranquillity; a Peace with Holland, follow¬ 
ing the Treaties made with France, Spain, 
and America. In India, Hostilities had 
been long terminated with the Mharattas; 
and the Heath of Hyder Ally, the most for¬ 
midable Enemy with whom we had to con¬ 
tend in the East, which took place in De¬ 
cember, 1782, enabled us to continue the 
Contest with France in that Quarter of the 
World, till the Arrival at Madras, of the 
Intelligence of a General Pacification in Eu¬ 
rope. I availed myself of a fortunate Cir¬ 
cumstance, to convey the first Information 
of this Event to India, and thereby stopped 
the further Effusion of Blood. Lord Wal- 
singham, who honored me with his Friend¬ 
ship, having in his Possession two “ Extra-' 
** ordinary Gazettes,” issued on the 23rd of 
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January, 1783, gave me one of them; which 
Gazette I forwarded on the 25th of that- 
Month, by the common Post, overland,, 
through Vienna, Constantinople, Aleppo, 
and Bussora, to a Friend at Madras. It con¬ 
tained the Preliminaries of Peace just signed 
at Paris, between Great Britain, France, and- 
Spain. The King’s Ministers, as well as the 
East India Company, were equally bound 
by every Principle of Humanity and Policy, 
to have . anticipated that Gazette. But, 
Lord Sydney, then Secretary of State for 
the Department, having delayed, (on Account 
of the unsettled Nature of the Administra¬ 
tion, which continued during many Weeks 
in a Species of Suspension, after Lord Shel¬ 
burne’s Resignation;) to dispatch the “ Cro¬ 
codile” Frigate, with the Intelligence; and 
the Court of Directors remaining from the, 
same Cause, equally negligent or torpid ; 
my Letter reached Madras, about the mid¬ 
dle of the following Month of June. Full 
six Weeks elapsed, subsequent to that Time, 
before any official Information, either from 
the Court of Versailles, from the British 
Government, or from the East India House, 
arrived on the Coast of Coromandel. Our 
Position, at the Moment when my Account 
was received in that Quarter of the Globe,' 
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might be esteemed most critical, as we had 
formed the Siege of Cuddalore, and were 
under hourly Apprehension of a Sally being 
made on the Part of the Enemy; whose 
Force within the Walls, far exceeded the 
Number, of,our own Troops stationed in the 
Trenches before the Place. Under these 
Circumstances, Lord Macartney, then Go¬ 
vernor of Madras, having dispatched his 
Secretary, Sir George Staunton, to Cudda- 
1 ore, with the Gazette which my Friend had 
laid before him; Bussy, who commanded 
the French Forces, recognized its Authen¬ 
ticity, and consented to publish an immedi? 
ate Cessation of Arms. When the Account 
of so extraordinary a Fact was received in 
London from Madras, early in 1784, to-r 
gether with the Recognition of its beneficial 
Results to the East India Company; ai 
Member of the Court of Directors, who then 
enjoyed great Consideration in Leadenhali 
Street; impressed with a Sense of the pub¬ 
lic Benefits that had accrued from it, evinced 
a Desire of procuring for me, as its Author, 
some honorary Mark of the Company’s Sat¬ 
isfaction or Gratitude. But, on his men¬ 
tioning the Subject to the Chairman, and 
Deputy Chairman, they observed;, that to 
thank me for sending out Intelligence of the 
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Conclusion of Peace, must seem to imply 
a tacit Condemnation of their own Delay, in 
so long withholding, or rather, in neglecting 
to forward the Information. The Business 
remained therefore unnoticed; but I do not 
the less reflect upon it, as one of the most 
gratifying Acts of my whole Life. 

Hyder Ally, who had raised himself, like 
Buonaparte, from the Rank of a military 
Officer in the Service of his Native Prince, 
the Rajah or Sovereign of Mysore, to the 
Possession of supreme Power in that Coun¬ 
try; was, beyond all Competition, the great¬ 
est Man whom India-had beheld, since the 
Entry of Nadir Shaw into Dehli; of perhaps, 
since the Death of Aurung Zebe. It was 
twice the Lot of Hyder, to overrun the Car¬ 
natic, and to penetrate to the Gates of Ma¬ 
dras. His first Irruption, which took Place 
in 1769, may even be said to have dictated 
the Treaty of Peace, concluded under the 
very Walls of the City. Governor Du Pre, 
who then presided over the East India Com¬ 
pany’s Affairs on the Coast of Coromandel; 
held more than one Interview with Hyder, 
while the Negotiations were still pending, in 
order to adjust, or to accelerate the Con¬ 
ditions. Insensibly, during these personal 
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Conferences, as their mutual Distrust and 
Distance wore off, the Nabob put many 
Questions to Du Pre, indicating equally the 
Enlargement of his Mind, and displaying the 
easy Familiarity of his Manners. One of the 
Circumstances which most excited the Eng¬ 
lish Governor’s Astonishment, was to see 
that Hyder had no Eye-brows; nor, indeed, 
a single Hair left on any Part of his Face: 
A Man constantly attended near him,, whose 
sole Function and Employment consisted in 
pulling out, with a Pair of Nippers, the first 
Hair that made its Appearance on the Sul¬ 
tan’s Countenance. Hyder perceiving the 
Surprize which this Fact occasioned in Du 
Pre, said to him, “ 1 observe, that you won- 
“ der at my having no Eye-brows; as well 
“ as at my Attention in causing every Hair 
“that appears on my Face, to be immc- 
“ diately eradicated. The Reason I will 
“ explain to you. I am the Nabob of My- 
“ sore, and it forms an Object of Policy 
“ with me, that my Subjects should see no 
“ Face in my Dominions, resembling the 
“ Countenance of their Sovereign/’ Du Pr6 
assured Sir John Macpherson, to whom 
he related this Anecdote, that he believed 
Hyder’s Practice proved him to possess a 
vol. hi. 2 k 
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consummate Knowledge of Human Nature, 
especially of his own Subjects* “ For,? 
added lie, “ the Impression which the Na- 
“ bob’s Physiognomy made upon myself, 
“ was not a little encreased by its Singu- 
“ larity.” From the universal Testimony of 
all tliose Europeans who had Opportunities 
of knowing this extraordinary Prince, it is 
unquestionable that his Manners, Voice, and 
Deportment, were the most soft and ingra¬ 
tiating to be imagined, whenever he wished 
to please, or affected to be gracious and 
benign: but, he was terrible, and often fero¬ 
cious in his Anger, like the Caliph Haroun- 
Alraschid, or like Peter the First of Russia. 
He died of Abcesses, or Cancers, in his 
Loins; probably, the Consequences of De¬ 
bauchery which carried him off before he 
attained to. old Age. After a War, which 
from its Commencement at Lexington in- 
1775, had lasted near eight Years, the World 
began to enjoy Repose: but, the Efforts 
made by the Coalition to consolidate, their 
political Power, soon produced at Home the 
most violent Convulsions, which terminated 
in their total Downfal. 

Two great legal Characters finished their 
Course nearly together, in the Autumn of 
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1783. Dunning, in August; and Wallace, 
in November. Both were eminent in. their 
Profession ; but, all the intellectual Supe¬ 
riority lay on the Side of the. former. Yet 
Fortune had a greater Share than Merit or 
Talents, in elevating the ofte to the Peerage, 
while the other failed of attaining , to that 
Eminence. If Lord North’s Administration 
had continued two or three Years longer, 
and consequently if Lord Shelburne had 
been excluded from Office, their Destiny 
might probably have been reversed. I have 
been assured, that a short Time before Lord 
Ashburton’s Decease, these two distinguish¬ 
ed Lawyers finding themselves, by Accident 
in the. same Inn at Bagshot; the one, on his 
Way down' into Devonshire, and the other 
returning from thence to London; both of 
them.conscious that their. Recovery from the 
Disorders under which they laboured, was 
desperate;—expressed a strong mutual Wish 
to enjoy a last Interview with each other. For 
that Purpose, they were carried into the same 
Apartment, laid down on two Sofas nearly 
opposite, and remained together for a long 
Time in Conversation. They then parted, 
as Men who could not hope to meet again 
in this World. JBy Wallace’s Decease, Lee 
2 k 2 
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became Attorney-General, and Mansfield 
was replaced in his former Situation of Soli¬ 
citor-General, which- he had filled under 
Lord North’s Administration, 

I passed a considerable Part of the Au¬ 
tumn with Lord Sackville, at Drayton in 
Northamptonshire. Though in.his sixty- 
eighth Year, he possessed Activity of Body; 
Cheerfulness of Temper, and the perfect Pos^ 
session of all his Faculties. Drayton had 
formerly belonged to the Mordaunts, Earls 
of Peterborough; from whom it passedinto 
the Possession of Henry, Duke of Norfolk, 
by his Marriage with Lady Mary Mordaunt, 
under the Reign of William the Third. He 
did not however long retain it, having been 
divorced from the Duchess, on Account of 
a criminal Connexion which she carried on 
with Sir John Germain: and as the Duke 
had no Issue by her, Drayton reverted to the 
Lady. Lord Sackville having, as it is well 
known, assumed the Name of Germain, and 
having inherited the Estate of Drayton, it was 
natural that I should enquire how he came to 
be called to that Succession. He has fre¬ 
quently related to me the Particulars, which 
I shall recount in his own Words. 
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“ Sir John Germain’s Extraction/’ said he, 
“ which was uncertain, and variously re- 
“ ported, has given rise to much Discussion: 
“ His reputed Father, bore -Arms., as a pri- 
“ vate Soldier, in the Life Guards of William 
“ the Second, Prince of Orange: but his 
“ Mother, who possessed great personal 
Charms, Fame asserted to have been that 
“ Prince’s Mistress ; and her- Son was be- 
“ lieved do stand in a very close Degree of 
V Consanguinity to King William the Third? 
“ Other. Circumstances tend to confirm this 
“ Opinion. Sir. John Germain inherited no 
paternal Coat of Arms; biit lie assumed,' 
“ or rather used, as his Seal and armorial 
“ Bearing, a red Cross: meaning thereby 
“ probably to imply, that his Pretensions 
“ ascended higher than his ostensible Birth. 
“ Even when, by the Provisions of his WV 
“ dow, Lady Betty Germain’s Will, T iiihe-* 
“ rited Drayton, on the Condition of assum- 
“ ing the Name of Germain, no Mention was 
“made of the Arms,-as is customary in 
“ almost all similar Cases. King William, 
“.with whom Sir John came over here from' 
“ Holland, in 1688 , unquestionably regarded" 
“ him with distinguishing Affection, and 
“ advanced him in Life. He became a 
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f f Member of Parliament, received the Honor 
of Knighthood; and various pecuniary 
“ Grants or Donations to a considerable 
** Amount, were conferred on him by that 
“ Prince, 


Sir John Germain, who possessed a very 
** handsome Person, was always a distin- 
“ guished Favorite of the other Sex. His 
“ Connexion with the Duchess of Norfolk, 
5* finally procured him this Place and Estate, 
“ she having married him, after obtaining a 
% Divorce from her first Husband. They 
“ lived together several Years; but, no Chil- 
i e dren being left alive, and the Title of Earl 
“ of Peterborough having reverted to a col¬ 
lateral Branch, of the Mordaunt Family, 
“ she bequeathed to him, by her Will, in the' 
“ Year 1705, the. House and Property of 
“ Drayton,. which lay. entirely in her own 
“ Disposal. Sir John, who, though lie was 
“ naturalized, and become by long . Resi- 
‘‘ dence in this Country, in a great Degree 
“ an Englishman; retained nevertheless ma- 
** ny of the Habits.of a Native of Holland, 
“ attached himself much to my Mother, 
‘f She .being the Daughter of Marshal Coi- 
V year, Brother to the first Earl of Port- 
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“"more, who had entered early into the 
“ Dutch Service, and who was an old 
“ Friend of Sir John Germain; he always 
“ called her his Countrywoman, visited fre- 
“ quently at my Father’s House, and was 
“ kindly received by the Duke and Duchess 
“ of Dorset. Finding himself in Possession 
“ of a considerable landed Property, after the 
“ Death of his Wife; and desirous of trans- 
“ mitting it to his own Descendants, but 
“ being destitute of any natural Connexions, 
“ he meditated to engraft himself on some 
“ distinguished Family of this Kingdom. 
“ For the express Purpose, while resident 
“ at Bristol Wells, on Account of his Health, 
“ he cast his Eyes upon Lady Betty Berke- 
“ ley, a Daughter of the Earl of Berkeley; 
“ whose Birth, Character, and Accomplish- 
“ ments, rendered her every Way worthy of 
“his Choice. The Marriage took Place. 
“ She was indeed, many Years younger than 
“ Sir John; but, as she possessed a superior 
“ Understanding, added to the most correct 
“ Deportment, she acquired great Influence 
“ over him. Having been, herself, previously 
“ intimate with the Duchess of Dorset, the 
“ Friendship between the two Families be- 
“ eame cemented by the Alliance. Sir John 
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“ Germain had several Children by her, 
“ vyho all died young; and in the Even- 
“ ing of his Life becoming a Martyr to the 
“ Gout, as well as to other Diseases, Lady 
“ Betty assiduously performed every Duty 
“ of an affectionate Wife, and of a careful 
“ Nurse, about his Person. 

“ A short Time before his Decease, which 
“ happened in the Year 1718, having called 
‘t her to his Bedside; ‘ Lady Betty,’ said he, 
‘.‘ ‘ ; I have made you a very indifferent Hus- 
“ band, and particularly of late Years, when 
“ Infirmities have rendered me a Burden to 
“ myself: but I shall not be much longer 
“ troublesome to you. I advise you never 
“ again to marry an old Man: but I strenu- 
“ ously exhort you to marry when I am 
‘‘gone, and I will endeavour to put it in 
“ your Power. You have fulfilled every 
“Obligation towards me in an exemplary 
“ Manner, and I wish to demonstrate my 
“ Sense of your Merits. I have, therefore, 
“ by my Will, bequeathed you this Estate, 

which I received from my first Wife ; and 
“ which, as she gave to me, so I leave to 
“ you. I hope you will marry, and have 
“ Children to inherit it. But, if Events 
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“ should determine otherwise, or if you 
“ should not have Issue that survive you, 
“ it would give me Pleasure to think, that 
“ Drayton descended after your Decease, 
“ to a younger Son of my Friend, the _Du- 
“ chess of Dorset.’ In Consequence of this 
“ Wish, expressed by Sir John Germain oh 
y his Death-bed, I now enjoy the Estate. 
“ Lady Betty, though young when left 5 a 
“ Widow, and though she survived him 
“ above fifty Years, never married a second 
V Time. Her Friendship for, my Mother, 
“always continued without Diminution; 
“ and her Respect for the Desire manifested 
“ by her Husband, induced her to fulfil liis 
“ Wishes, to the Exclusion of any of her 
“ own Relations.” 

While writing on this Subject, I shall en¬ 
deavour to throw'into one Point, some of the 
numerous Particulars relative to his Own* 
Family, which in the Course of Conversation 5 
1 heard from Lord Sackville. They all may* 
be said to hold, more or less, to English 5 
History. In order to give them more Verity 
and "Accuracy, I shall, as nearly as I am 
able, present them in his own Words. 
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“The Sackvilles,” said he, “who came 
“ into England with the Conqueror, and 
“ who derived their Name from a small Vil- 
“ lage of Low Normandy, have never branch- 
“ ed in the Lapse of more than seven Hun- 
“ dred Years. During the two last Cen- 
“ turies, the Family has produced three dis¬ 
tinguished Men; of whom the first was 
“ the Lord Treasurer Buckhurst, whom our 
“ great Elizabeth thought worthy to suc- 
“ ceed Lord Burleigh in that high Office, 
“ and whom James the First created Earl 
“ of Dorset. It would have been fortunate 
“ for the Scottish King, if he had presided 
“ longer in the Councils of the Crown; but 
“ he soon followed his royal Mistress, and 
“ made way, after a short Interval, for those 
“ Favourites, Carr and Yilliers, who covered 
“ James with Disgrace. His Grandson, 
“ Edward, Earl of Dorset, the Friend and 
“ Contemporary of Lord Herbert of Cher- 
“ bury; but, better known by his Duel with 
“ Lord Bruce, performed an eminent Fart 
“ under Charles the First. He accompa- 
“ nied that Prince during the civil Wars, 
“ and fought in most of the Actions, from 
“ Edge Hill, down to Naseby. But, like 
“ the virtuous Lord Falkland, he regretted 
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“ and lamented the very Advantages, to 
“ which he contributed by his Sword. Many 
“of his Letters, written between 1643, and 
“ 1646, which are preserved among the Dor- 
“ set Papers; descriptive of the Scenes of 
“ Havock then acting in every Part of the 
“ Kingdom, convey a high Idea of his Prin- 
“ ciples. His Days were embittered and ab- 
“ breviated by his royal Master’s tragical 
“ End, which he only survived about three 
*■ Years. 

“ My Grandfather, Charles, commonly 
“ called the witty Earl of Dorset, died about 
“ ten Years before I was born, after having 
“ survived in a great Degree his Faculties. 
“'He was during his whole Life, the Patron 
“ of Men of Genius, and the Dupe of Wo- 
“ men. Bountiful beyond Measure to both, 
“ though he inherited not only the paternal 
“ Estate of the Sackvilles, but likewise, that 
“ of the Cranfields, Earls of Middlesex, in 
“ right of his Mother; yet at his Decease, 
“ my'Father, then eighteen Years of Age, 
i( possessed so slender a Fortune, that his 
“ Guardians, when they sent him to travel 
/“ on the Continent, allowed him only eight 
“ hundred Pounds a Year, for his Provision. 
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“ Charles, Earl of Dorset, married three 
“Times; but, only; one of these Marriages 
V contributed either to his Honour* or to his 
“ Felicity. His first Wife was the cele*- 
“ brated Countess of Falmouth, well known 
“by her Gallantries; the Miss JBagot of 
“ ‘ Grammont’s Memoirs,’ whom Dryden 
.“ has designated as 

* A teeming Widow, but a barren Wife.’ 

“ Happily she left him no Issue; and in his 
“ second matrimonial Connexion, he con¬ 
sulted not only his Inclination, but, his 
“ Judgment, when he gave his Hand to a 
“ Daughter of the Earl of Northampton. He 
“ had then nearly attained his fiftieth Year; 
“ and as he was only twenty-three at the 
“ Time of Charles the Second's Restoration* 
“ the Excesses of that dissolute Reign, in 
“ which Lord Dorset led the Way, had al- 
“ ready enfeebled his Constitution. Strongly 
“ attached to the Principles of civil Liberty, 
“ he quitted James the Second, when that 
“ infatuated Prince attempted to introduce 
“ Popery; and conducted the Princess Anne 
“ of Denmark from her Father’s Palace at 
“ Whitehall, to the Coach which waited for 
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“ her in St. James’s Park, in order to con- 
vey her to Nottingham. While; crossing 
“•over from the Palace to the Park, by 
“ Night, and in Winter, one of her Royal 
“ Highness’s Shoes sticking fast in the Mud, 

“ the Accident threatened to impede her 
“ Escape: but, Lord Dorset immediately 
“ drawing off his. white Glove, put it on the 
“ Princess’s foot, and placed her safely in 
“the- Carriage. To King William, my 
“ Grandfather rendered himself riot less ac- 
“ ceptable, than he had been to Charles the 
“ Second ; and I have always been assured 
“ that it only depended on himself, to have 
“ been raised to a Dukedom under William’s 
‘.‘Reign: but, his- Wife’s Relations, the 
“ Comptons, treating the Matter, when he 
“ mentioned it to them, with great Indiffer¬ 
ence, he said, <* the Earldom of Dorset 
“ was quite good enough for him.’ In fact, 
“ my Father only attained to that Dignity, 
“ near thirty Years afterwards, under George 
“ the First. 


“ Extenuated by Pleasures and Indul- 
“ gences, the Earl of Dorset sunk under ai 
“ premature old Age; though not as early 
“ as Rochester, Buckingham, aiid so many 
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“ others of his Contemporaries had done, in- 
“ eluding Charles the Second himself; alt 
“ of whom fell Victims to their immoderate 
“ Pursuit of Enjoyments. A few Years be- 
“ fore he died, he married a Woman named 
“ Roche, of very obscure Connexions, who 
“held him in a Sort of Captivity down at 
“ Bath, where he expired at about sixty- 
“ nine. She suffered few Persons to ap- 
“ proach him during his last Illness, or ra¬ 
ther, Decay; and was'supposed to have 
“ converted his Weakness of Mind, to her 
“ own Objects of personal Acquisition. He 
“ was indeed considered to be fallen into a 
“ State of such Imbecility, as would render 
“ it necessary to appoint Guardians, with a 
“ View to prevent his injuring the Family 
“ Estate: but, the Intention was neverthe- 
“ less abandoned. You have no doubt 
“ heard, and it is a Fact, that with a View' 
“ of ascertaining whether Lord Dorset con- 
“ tinuedto be of a sane Mind, Prior, whom 
“ he had patronized and always regarded 
“ with Predilection, was sent down to Bath, 
“ by the Family. Having obtained Access 
“ to the Earl, and conversed with him, Prior 
“ made his Report in these Words. ‘ Lord 
“ Dorset is certainly greatly declined in his; 
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“ Understanding; but he drivels so much 
“better Sense even now, than any other 
“ Man can talk, that you must not call me 
“ into Court, as a Witness to prove him an 
“ Idiot.’ 

“ My Father having lost his own Mother, 
“ when very young, was brought up chiefly 
“ by the Dowager Countess of Northamp¬ 
ton, his Grandmother ; who being parti¬ 
cularly acceptable to Queen Mary, she 
“ commanded the Countess always to bring 
“ her little Grandson, Lord Buckhurst, to 
“ Kensington Palace, though at that Time 
“ hardly four Years of Age; and he was al- 
“ lowed to amuse himself with a Child’s 
“ Cart in the Gallery. King William, like 
“ almost all Dutchmen, never failed to attend 
“ the Tea Table, every Evening. It hap- 
“ pened that Her Majesty having, one After- 
“ noon, by his Desire, made Tea, and wait- 
“ ing for the King’s Arrival, who was en- 
“ gaged on Business in his Cabinet, at the 
“ other Extremity of the Gallery; the JBoy 
“ hearing the Queen express her Impatience 
“ at the Delay, ran away to the Closet, drag- 
“ ging after him the Cart. When he arrived 
“ at the Door, he knocked; and the King 
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“ asking ‘ Who is there?’ * Lord Buck,’an- 
“-swered he, ‘ And what does Lord Buck 
want with me ?’ replied His Majesty. 

V ‘ You must conie to Tea directly,’ said he, 
“ ‘ the Queen is waiting for you.’ King 
“ William immediately laid down his Pen, 

V and opened the Door; then taking the 
“ Child in his Arms; placed Lord BuCkhurst 
“ in the Cart, and seizing the Pole, drew 
“ them both along the Gallery, quite to the 
“ Room in which were seated the Queen, 
“ Lady Northampton, and the Company. 
“ But, no sooner had lie entered the Apart- 
“ ment, than, exhausted with the Effort, 
“ which had forced the Blood upon his 
“ Lungs, and being naturally asthmatic, he 
“ threw himself into a Chair, and for some 
* Minutes was incapable of uttering a Word, 
“ breathing with the utmost Difficulty. The 
“ Countess of Northampton, shocked at the 
“ Consequences of her Grandson’s Indiscre- 
“ tion, which threw the whole Circle into 
“ great Consternation, would have punished 
“him: but the King interposed in his be- 
“ half; and the Story is chiefly interesting, 
“ because, (as serving to shew how kindly 
“ he could behave towards a troublesome 
“ Child,) it places that Prince in a more ami- 
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“ able Point of View, than he is commonly 
“ represented in History. Henry the Fourth 
“ of France, when playing with his own 
“ Children, could not have manifested more 
“ Amenity, or good Humour. The Queen 
“ being accustomed to take Lord Buckhurst 
“ in her Arms, and to caress him. when he 
“ came to Kensington; his Nurse, aware of 
“ the Circumstance, gave him secretly a 
“ written Paper, which she charged him to 
“ deliver privately to Her Majesty. He 
“ did so, without acquainting Lady Nor- 
V thampton, who Being present, would have 
“ interposed .to prevent him: but the Queen 
“ insisted on perusing its Contents. It con- 
“ tained a Petition drawn up by the Woman, 
“ in Favour of her Brother, then condemned 
-“ to Death for a capital Crime. Queen 
“ .Mary, touched with the Incident, laid it 
“ before the .King, who caused Enquiry to 
“ be made into the Circumstances of the 
“ Case, with a View of extending Mercy to 
“ the Culprit. On Examination, the Crime, 
“ from its Magnitude, not admitting of Par- 
“ don, the Queen, as the only Alleviation left 
“ in her Power to bestow, gave Lord Buck- 
“ hurst a Purse containing ten Jacobusses; 
“ enjoining him to present it to his Nurse 
VOL. III. “2 L 
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“ from herself, with the Assurances of her 
“ Concern at the Impossibility that existed, 
“.of saving her Brother’s Life.” 

“ I was born,” continued Lord Sackville, 
“.in the Year 1716, in the Haymarket, where 
“ my Father then resided; and received my 
“ Name from George the First, who was my 
“ Godfather, having honoured the Ceremony 
“ of my Baptism by his personal Presence: 
“ One of the earliest Circumstances which 
“ made an Impression on my Mind, was that 
“ of being carried, at five Years of Age, by 
“the Servants, to the Gate of St. James’^ 
“ Palace, in order to see the great Duke of 
“ Marlborough, as he came out of Court: 
“ He was then in a State of Caducity; but 
“ stillretained the Vestiges of a most grace- 
“ ful Figure, though he was obliged to h6 
“ supported by a Servant on each Side, 
“ while the Tears ran down his Cheeks, just 
“ as he is drawn by Dr. Johnson, who 
“ says, 

“ From Marlborough’s Eyes, the Tears of Dotage flow.” 

“ The Populace cheered him, while passing 
“ through the Crowd to .enter his Carriage. 
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“ I have however heard my Father assert, 
“ that the Duke of Marlborough by no 
“ Means fell into irrecoverable or settled 
“ Dotage, as we commonly suppose; but, 
“ manifested at Times a sound Understand- 
“ ing, till within a very short Period of his 
“ Decease; occasionally attending the Privy 
“ Council, and sometimes speaking in his 
“ official Capacity, on Points of public Bu- 
“ siness, with his former Ability. 


“ No Man displayed greater Zeal than my 
“ Father, for the Succession in the House of 
“ Brunswic. After Queen Anne’s Death in 
“ 1714, he was sent to Hanover; returned 
“ with the new King from Heren Hausen to 
“ England, in September of the same Year; 
“ and had the Honour to accompany George 
“ the First, in the Coach which conveyed him 
“ on his Landing, from Greenwich to Lon- 
“ don. Thirty-three Years earlier, he had been 
“ a Suitor for the Hand of the Queen, whom 
“ he then succeeded ; having come over with 
“ that'View, from Germany to this Country, 
“ in 1681, by Permission of his Father, Er- 
“ nest Augustus; but, the Proposition failed 
“ of Success. On his Return, riding a com- 
“ mon Post Horse from London to Gravesend 
2 l 2 
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“ where he took Shipping for Holland, the 
“ Horse and the Road being equally bad, he 
“ got a severe Fall, and arrived at Gravesend*, 
“ covered with Mud. The King, who re- 
“ lated this Circumstance to Lord Dorset, 
“ as they came up together in the Coach, 
“ recognized, and pointed out the Spot 
“ where the Misadventure befel him. 


“ When the Intelligence of his Decease, 
e< which took Place near Osnabrugh, in the 
“ end of July, 1727, arrived in London ; the 
“ Cabinet having immediately met, thought 
“ proper to dispatch the Duke of Dorset 
“ with the News, to the Prince of Wales. 
“ He then resided atKew, in a State of great 
“ Alienation from the King; the two Courts 
“ maintaining no Communication. Some 
“ little Time being indispensable, to enable 
“ my Father to appear in a suitable Manner 
“ before the new Monarch, he sent forward 
“ the Duchess his Wife, in order to announce 
“ the Event. She arrived at Kew, just as 
“ the Prince, according to his invariable 
“ Custom, having undressed himself after 
“ Dinner, had lain down in Bed. The Du- 
“ chess demanding Permission to see him 
“ immediately, on Business of the greatest 
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“ Importance, the Servants acquainted the 
“ Princess of Wales with her Arrival; and 
“ the Duchess, without a Moment’s Hesita- 
“ tion, informed her Royal Highness, that 
George the First lay dead at Osnabrugh; 

“ that the Cabinet had ordered her Husband 
** to be the Bearer of the Intelligence to his 
“ Successor, and that the Duke would fol- 
“ low ber in a short Time. She added, that 
“ not a Moment should be lost in communi- 
“ eating so great an Event to the Prince, as 
“ the Ministers wished him to come up t'd 
“ London that same Evening, in order to sum- 
“ mon a Privy Council, to issue a Proclama- 
“ tion, and take other requisite Measures, at 
“ the Commencement of a new Reign. 

“ To the Propriety of all these Steps, the 
“ Princess assented; but, at the same Time 
“ informed the Duchess, that she could not 
“ venture to enter her Husband’s Room, as 
“ he had only just taken off his Clothes, and 
“ composed himself to Sleep. ‘ Besides,’ 
“ added she, ‘the Prince will not give Credit 
“ to the Intelligence; but, will exclaim that 

it is a Fabrication, designed for the Purpose 
“ of exposing him.’ The Duchess continu- 
*'* ing nevertheless to remonstrate with Her 
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“ Royal Highness, on the injurious Conse- 
“ quences of losing Time; and adding, that 
“ the Duke of Dorset would expect to find 
“the Prince not only apprized of it, but, 
“ ready to accompany him to London; the 
“ Princess of Wales took off her Shoes, 
“ opened the Chamber Door softly, and ad- 
“ vanced up to the Bed-side, while my Mo- 
“ ther remained at the Threshold, till ^he 
“ should be allowed to enter the Apartment. 
“ As soon as the Princess came near the 
“ Bed, a Voice from under the Clothes cried 
“ out in German, ‘ Was is das ? 5 ‘ I am 

“ come, Sir,’ answered she, ‘ to announce 
“ to you the Death of the King, which has 
“ taken Place in Germany.’ * That is one 
“ damned Trick,’ returned the Prince, ‘ I do 
“ not believe one Word of it.’ ‘ Sir,’ said the 
“ Princess, ‘ it is most certain. The Duchess 
“ of Dorset has just brought the Intelli- 
“ gence, and the Duke will be here immedi- 
“ ately. The Ministers hope that you will 
“ repair to Town, this very Evening, as your 
“ Presence there is indispensable. Her Royal 
“ Highness then threw herself on her Knees, 
“ to kiss the new King’s Pland; and beckon- 
“ ing to the Duchess of Dorset to advance, 

“ she came in likewise, knelt down, and 
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“ assured him of the indisputable Truth, of 
“ his Father’s Decease. Convinced at length 
“ of tlie Fact, he consented to get up and 
“ dress himself. The Duke of Dorset -ar- 
• ‘ riving in his Coach and Six, almost imme- 
“ diately afterwards, George the Second 
** quitted Kew the same Evening, for Lon- 

dOn.” I return to the Progress of public 
Affairs. 

[November.] When we reflect bn the Man¬ 
ner in w hich Fox had attained to Power; as 
well as on the long, though ineffectual Re¬ 
sistance made by the King; followed by his 
sullen Resignation under a Yoke which he 
found it impossible to elude, or throw off; 
—when we consider these Facts, it cannot 
excite Surprize, that Fox should meditate 
the Means of confirming and perpetuating 
his precarious Tenure of Office. He felt him¬ 
self personally odious to the Sovereign, whom 
he had too deeply offended, easily to obtain 
Forgiveness. From that Quarter therefore, 
he well knew that he might be undermined 
or subverted; but, he could not hope to re¬ 
ceive a cordial Support. Unfortunately, he 
had likewise recently lost in a very consider¬ 
able Degree, the Confidence and Attach- 
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went of the People. So long: as the Ameri¬ 
can War lasted, he retained, in Defiance of 
his private Irregularities, their ardent Affec¬ 
tion. Of this Sentiment, they gave him 
many Proofs: particularly, after his Duel 
with Mr. Adam, when the Wound which he 
received, exciting Apprehensions for his Life, 
the Populace surrounded his Lodgings, with 
Testimonies of clamorous Anxiety, as well 
as of corresponding Resentment against his 
Ministerial and personal Opponents, 

Since that Time, the Inhabitants of West¬ 
minster manifesting the same Partiality, had 
elected him one of their Representatives in 
Parliament; a Situation which enabled him 
not only to defend their Liberties in the 
House of Commons; but, conferred likewise 
the Means of convoking, haranguing, and 
propelling them in. tumultuary Assemblies, 
convened for the express Purpose, in West¬ 
minster Hall. To a Man of Fox’s Energy 
and Talents, this additional Facility of thus 
presiding in a Species of Mob, at the very 
Door of the two Houses of Parliament, as 
well as at a very inconsiderable Distance 
from the Royal Residence, doubled his Com 
sequence; and might be said to render him 
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a Tribune of the People, in the most literal 
Sense of the Word, nearly as that Office 
was exercised in ancient Rome, previous to 
the Subversion of the Commonwealth. Nor 
had his Popularity suffered at all in the ge¬ 
neral Estimation, by his Acceptance of Of¬ 
fice under Lord Rockingham; though the 
Fallacy and Delusion of many of his Pro^ 
mises or Assertions, had become sufficiently 
manifest, even during his short Stay in the 
Cabinet, under that Administration. On the 
Motives, and on the Propriety or Necessity, 
of his Resignation, after Lord Shelburne’s 
Elevation to the Head of the Treasury, 
Mankind seemed indeed divided; some ap¬ 
plauding it, as an Act of magnanimous pub¬ 
lic Virtue, Renunciation, and Self-Devotion; 
while others beheld in it only personal Ri- 
vality, Enmity, and Resentment. 

But, relative to his Junction with his pre¬ 
sent Colleague Lord North, the Suffrages 
of the World, from the highest, down to the 
lowest Classes, united to reprobate it in a 
greater or in a less Degree. And I have 
always thought that Fox himself, in his Im¬ 
patience to regain Office, miscalculated, or 
did not sufficiently appreciate, the Operation 
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on the public Mind, of his Conduct; in 
thus taking to his Bosom in March, 1783, 
the very Minister, on whose Head, in March, 
1782, he had invoked the utmost Vengeance 
of an offended and ruined Nation. Some 
longer Interval of Time was required, to re¬ 
concile Men to such an apparent Dereliction 
of Principle, and so total a Sacrifice of De¬ 
corum, at the Shrine of Ambition. Here 
the Transmutation had been so rapid, as 
not only to shock the most ordinary Under¬ 
standing; but, even to impress with secret 
Concern or Disgust, many of those who, 
nevertheless, affected to justify, and to sup¬ 
port the Measure. Pope says, 

a Lust, through some certain Strainers well refin’d, 

u Is gentle Love, and charms all Female Kind.” 

But it must pass through those Refiners, 
and leave its Dross behind, or conceal it, 
before Love can charm, or challenge Re¬ 
spect. I have heard Colonel Macalister, 
late Governor of the Island of Penang in the 
East Indies, frequently assert, that there 
existed in the Town of that Colony, a Re¬ 
ceptacle or Space of Ground, surrounded 
by Walls, into which was commonly thrown 
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every Species of corrupted and putrefied 
Substance. In a hot Climate, the Process 
from Dissolution to Revivification, we know, 
is very quick. Maggots in immense Num¬ 
bers, of a prodigious Size, were speedily 
generated or produced from this Filth; 
which, the Chinese Inhabitants of the Settle¬ 
ment, who possessed no Means of regular 
Subsistence, and who therefore were not 
fastidious about their Diet, used to collect 
with Rakes, from off the Heaps of Carcases, 
and to devour immediately, after frying them 
in Ghee , or melted Butter. Colonel Maca- 
lister indeed added, that the Chinese who 
used such Aliments, became subject to cu¬ 
taneous and leprous Diseases of the most 
inveterate Kind. We perceive however, that 
nil animal and vegetable Substances per¬ 
petually change their Forms; and disgust¬ 
ing as this Recital may be, that Sentiment 
only arises from the Rapidity of the Meta¬ 
morphosis. Precisely of the same Kind, in 
a political Sense, appeared the Coalition be¬ 
tween Lord North and Fox; a Transforma¬ 
tion, which being consummated in the Space 
of a few Hours, was then imposed upon the 
House of Commons and the Nation. But, 
the English, indignant at such a Compact, 
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which revolted their moral Feelings; re¬ 
jected in general with Abhorrence, the Dish 
served up to them, and dismissed the State 
Cooks who had prepared it for the Country. 

Well aware as Fox was therefore, that 
though he had a second Time forced his 
Way into high Employment, yet he nei¬ 
ther enjoyed the Favor of the Crown, nor 
any longer possessed the Affection of the 
People in general; it was natural he should 
look to some other Quarter, for permanent 
Support. In the two Houses of Parliament, 
where he commanded a decided Majority, 
ho beheld the Foundation on which he might 
construct a Citadel, unassailable, as he con¬ 
ceived, either by the Sovereign, or by the 
Nation. India, which presented the Mate¬ 
rials for his Edifice, seemed to invite his 
Exertions to re-model that vast Empire, con¬ 
vulsed and half subverted by internal Dis¬ 
cord or Corruption, added to external Hos¬ 
tilities. Burke, whose Friend or Relation 
of the same Name, William Burke, was al¬ 
ready. stationed in the East, as Agent with 
the Rajah of Tanjore; and who had, him¬ 
self, taken a most active Part in all the Par¬ 
liamentary Discussions arising out of the 
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Reports of the Secret and Select Commit¬ 
tees, during the two preceding Sessions; 
aspired with equal Ardor, to second Fox 
in this great Undertaking. It had even been 
announced from the Throne, when the King 
terminated the Sitting of Parliament, in the 
preceding Month of July, that India would 
form the first Object of their Deliberations, 
on their again meeting for Business. 

During the Course of the Autumn, Fox 
and Burke therefore, aided by the Law Offi¬ 
cers of the Crown, drew up, and prepared 
the memorable Bill, which it was intended 
to introduce, as soon as the Session should 
commence in November. They communi¬ 
cated all the Heads and Outlines of it, to 
Lord North; with whom, indeed, as being 
in his Department, the Measure ought 
strictly to have originated: but, who was 
induced in this Instance, as in many other 
Cases, to allow the Energies of his Colleague, 
added to the superior Information possessed 
by Burke on the Subject, to supplant, and 
in some Measure to supersede him in his 
official Functions. . The Bill , thus far orga¬ 
nized, and haying been generally approved in 
the. Cabinet, was then submitted to the King, 
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for his private Perusal and Sanction ; accom¬ 
panied with becoming Expressions on their 
Part,, of the Wish and . Desire entertained by 
Ministers, to accommodate it to His Majes¬ 
ty’s Ideas upon every Point, before it should 
be brought into Parliament. Unable of 
himself,, by the Powers of his own Mind, 
without some Assistance, to form a compe¬ 
tent Judgment upon its complicated Pro¬ 
visions, Operation, and general Results, it 
was understood and believed that the King 
had early thought proper to lay it confiden¬ 
tially before Lord Thurlow; desiring at the 
same Time to know his legal Opinion res- 
pectingits Nature. Common Rumour added, 
that the Opinion delivered by Lord Thurlowj 
represented it as calculated to render Minis¬ 
ters independent of the Crown; and as con¬ 
taining many Clauses injurious to, or nearly 
subversive of, the British Constitution itself: 
but, that His Majesty was advised to wait for 
its more complete Dev elopement, before he 
expressed any Disapprobation, or attempted 
any Resistance. Such might be considered 
the general State and Aspect of Things in the 
first Days of November, when a curious 
Incident which unexpectedly took Place at 
St. James’s, and which excited no little Spe- 
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culation, seemed to shew that the Ground 
on which the Ministry stood, was hollow 
and treacherous. 

Sir Eyre Coote, who long commanded 
the Armies of the East India Company, on 
the Coast of Coromandel, with distinguished 
Reputation, and whose Name is immortalized 
in the modern .History of Asia; after re¬ 
pulsing Hyder Ally, and rescuing the Car¬ 
natic, expired at Madras, worn out and 
extenuated by Disease, on the 26th of April, 
1783; having survived his Antagonist Hyder, 
scarcely five Months. The Intelligence of 
his Decease, which was transmitted over¬ 
land, reached Leadenhall Street, early in 
November. No sooner had it been commu¬ 
nicated to Fox, than he immediately destined 
the Ribband of the Order of the Bath, 
which became vacant on Sir Eyre’s Death, 
for one of his intimate Friends, Mr. Bielby 
Thompson. This Gentleman, who possessed 
a very fine Estate in Yorkshire, at Wetherby 
Grange, near the Town of that Name; sat 
at the Time in Parliament, as Member for 
Thirske in the County of York. Fox, after 
conferring on the Subject, with the Duke of 
Portland and Lord North, whom he ac- 
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quainted with his Intentions, repaired to St.' 
James’s; where having gone into the Closet, 
he announced to the King, the Event that 
had taken Place in India. He then men¬ 
tioned Mr. Thompson, as the Person whom 
he wished, bn the Part of Ministers, to re¬ 
commend for the vacant Ribband; and His 
Majesty in Answer, seems to have expressed 
that Species of Acquiescence, more probably 
tacit, than couched in precise Words, which 
the Secretary at once interpreted, whether 
judiciously or not, to constitute full Com¬ 
pliance. Without waiting therefore, for any 
more explicit Declaration from the King on 
the Subject, as Prudence seemed to dictate. 
Fox informed Mr. Thompson, of his having 
received the royal Assent; and added, that 
the Investiture would take Place at the next 
Levee. Directions were accordingly issued 
to Norroy, King of Arms, and the proper 
Officers belonging to the Heralds’ College, 
to attend at St. James’s for the Purpose. 
The Circumstance being publickly known, 
Mr. Thompson was felicitated, by Anticipa¬ 
tion, on the Honour destined for him : but, 
the Seqiiel proved that Fox had either mis¬ 
calculated or misunderstood, the whole 
Transaction. 
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On the Day fixed, His Majesty went to 
St. James’s at the usual Hour, to prepare 
for the Levee.- After he had finished dress¬ 
ing, lie sent out the Groom of the Bed 
Chamber in waiting, as was his frequent 
Custom, to bring him Information relative to 
the Number of Persons who were arrived. 
The Gentleman returning, acquainted the 
King, that, besides a great Crowd cOme to 
attend the Levee, the Officers of the J Bath 
stood likewise without, ready for the Inves¬ 
titure. With some Surprize marked in his 
Countenance, the King asked, what Inves¬ 
titure he meant? To which Question he 
replied, not without Hesitation, that he un¬ 
derstood it was intended to confer the Order 
of the Bath on Mr. Bielby Thompson, who 
was attending there in Person for that ex¬ 
press Purpose.- His Majesty made no An¬ 
swer; and immediately afterwards, the Duke 
of Portland entering, went into the Closet. 
In the Course of his Audience, the King 
observed to him, that no official Account 
having been as yet received from India, of 
Sir Eyre Coote ? s Death; however authentic 
the Information of that Event, transmitted 
from Madras, might prove; and his Ribband, 
together with the other Insignia of the Order, 
VOL. in. 2 M 
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not having been hitherto delivered back to* 
himself; he apprehended it would be in¬ 
formal to fill up the Vacancy, till those 
Points were previously ascertained and exe¬ 
cuted. The Duke, taken by Surprize, after 
attempting respectfully to bring His Majesty 
to another way of thinking,, withdrew ; and 
finding Mr. Fox in the next. Room, commu¬ 
nicated to him this most unexpected and 
mortifying Piece of Information, 

5 !M ' 

The Secretary, equally astonished, as well 
as chagrined, instantly went in, when a long 
Conversation took Place between him and the 
Sovereign. In its Progress, Fox stated that 
having some Days preceding, laid the Busi¬ 
ness before His Majesty ; and conceiving 
that lie had obtained his royal Approbation 
and Consent to confer on Mr. Thompson the 
vacant Red Ribband, it had been so signified 
to that Gentleman; who, together with the 
proper Officers, were then waiting without, 
in Readiness for the Ceremony. He added, 
that in Point of Fact, no possible Doubt 
could be entertained of Sir Eyre Coote’s, 
Death ; and that a Disappointment, after the 
Preparations and Publicity of the Affair, 
could not fail to J>e attended with very un- 
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pleasant Consequences to Administration, 
in the general Opinion. To all these Argu¬ 
ments arid Expostulations, the King, after 
alledging his own Reasons, remained inflexi¬ 
ble. Fox therefore quitting the Closet, re¬ 
turned to his Colleagues, various of whom, 
assembled in the outer Room, were waiting 
under considerable Anxiety, and imparted to 
them the unsuccessful Result of his Au¬ 
dience. No little Confusion ensued among 
them. Mr. Thompson, apprized of the mor¬ 
tifying Fact^ returned Home. The Officers 
of the Bath, ordered to withdraw, were ac¬ 
quainted that the Ceremony expected, would 
riot take Place on that Day. Every Person 
present, formed his own Comments or Con¬ 
jectures, respecting the Scene which had 
just passed under his Eyes; and the old 
Courtiers did not fail to draw Inferences 
from it, highly adverse to the Duration of 
Ministers. It was obvious that the King, 
who felt no Disposition to oblige them, had 
got Possession of the Advantage Ground in 
the Contest; whereas Fox had acted with 
some Degree of Indiscretion, as well as Pre? 
cipitation, in presuming upon an Assent, 
rather implied or assumed, than unequivo¬ 
cally expressed. Many Men considered the 
2 m 2 
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whole Proceeding, as a Thing concerted, and 
the Result of deeper Causes than were ap¬ 
parent to common Observers. By exposing: 
the Administration to Ridicule, as well as to 
Mortification, it unquestionably served to 
prepare the public Mind, for some approach¬ 
ing Convulsion or Alteration in the Govern¬ 
ment. 

If the Business of Sir Eyre Coote’s Rib-' 
band, was attended with these unpleasant 
Results to the Ministry, they received on 
the other Hand, just at this Time, a prodi¬ 
gious Accession of Strength and Considera¬ 
tion, from the avowed Junction of the Prince 
of Wales ; who having attained his twenty- 
first Year in the preceding Month of August*: 
had recently established his Court and Re¬ 
sidence at Carlton House. Nature had be¬ 
stowed uncommon Graces on his Figure and. 
Person, nor were his Manners less highly 
distinguished than his Birth. Probably,, 
James, Duke of Monmouth, Son of Charjes 
the Second, did not excel him in all these 
bodily Accomplishments. Like the Princes* 
of the House of Brunswick, he manifested 
an early Tendency to become corpulent; nor 
did he, like George the Third, repress that 
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Disposition by Abstinence or Renunciations. 
Convivial, as well as social in his Temper, 
destitute of all Reserve, and affable even to 
Familiarity in his Reception of every Person 
who had the Honour to approach him; he 
presented in these Respects, a Contrast to 
the shy, correct, and distant Manners of 
the King his Father. Endowed with all 
the Aptitudes to profit of Instruction, his 
Mind had been cultivated with great Care; 
and he was probably the only Prince in Eu¬ 
rope, Heir to a powerful Monarchy, compe¬ 
tent to peruse the Greek, as well as the Ro¬ 
man Poets and Historians, in their own Lan¬ 
guage. Capable of warm and steady Friend¬ 
ship, he possessed a Heart not less suscepti¬ 
ble of Love, and alive to the Impressions, as 
well as to the Seduction, of female Charms. 
Humane and compassionate, his Purse was 
open to every Application Of Distress; nor 
was it ever shut against Genius or Merit. 
Even if these Virtues were mingled with 
considerable Alloy, yet his Facility, his ar¬ 
dent Pursuit of Pleasure, and his Inattention 
to Economy, all might derive some Apology 
from his Youth, and the Elevation on which 
lie stood; Circumstances that necessarily ex- 
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posed him to great, as well as corresponding 
Temptations of every Kind. 

V ' h . . «- . /i ■' 

Nor ought we, if we candidly examine the 
Subject, to feel either Surprize, or any De¬ 
gree of moral Disapprobation, at the Predi¬ 
lection and Preference which he had imbibed, 
and which he openly manifested for an Ad¬ 
ministration, odious to his Father. When 
he looked back on the twenty-three Years of 
George the Third’s Reign, he beheld little 
Matter of Admiration, though ample Rea¬ 
son for Regret. At the Peace of 1763, Lord 
Bute had sacrificed or restored to France and 
Spain, almost all the Acquisitions of Pitt. 
Wilkes and “ Junius,” aided by Churchill, 
had covered with Opprobrium, or over¬ 
whelmed with Ridicule, almost all the Mi¬ 
nisters employed between the Treaty of Fon- 
tainbleau, and the Commencement of the 
American War: nor had the Sovereign him¬ 
self escaped their severe Animadversions on 
his personal Conduct and Government. In 
the Gulf of the American Contest, the Trea¬ 
sures of England had been expended, her 
Navy disgraced, her Commerce nearly de¬ 
stroyed, her public Burthens accumulated, 
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her national Debt immensely augmented, 
her Armies defeated or made Prisoners, and 
we had finally lost a vast Empire beyond the 
Atlantic. Precisely as this calamitous Con¬ 
summation took Place, the Prince of Wales, 
emerging from the Restraint under which he 
had been hitherto held, made his Appearance 
on the Theatre of public Life, and emanci¬ 
pated himself from parental Superintend¬ 
ence or Controul. It was not merely na¬ 
tural, but, almost unavoidable, that he should 
view those Events through the Optics and 
Representations of Fox and Burke, rather 
than through any other Medium. Neither 
George the Second, nor Frederick his Son, 
could plead the same Apology, or exhibit 
such valid Causes to justify enlisting, as they 
respectively did, under the Party adverse to 
the Measures of the Crown. Fox and his 
Friends, who well knew how to improve 
these favourable Circumstances, contrived to 
effect a deep, as well as a permanent Impres¬ 
sion on the Affections, no less than on the 
Understanding, of the Heir apparent. 

[11th November.] The Session now com¬ 
menced ;—a Session rendered conspicuous 
beyond any other of the long Reign of George 
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the Third, by the Magnitude, -Singularity,- 
and Importance of its Events; unless we 
should except from this Remark, the Parlia¬ 
ment that met in November, 1788, on the 
King’s merporable Malady. A Species of 
ostensible Unanimity, like the Calm that 
sometimes precedes the Storm, characterized 
its Opening; Mr. Pitt concurring warmly in 
the Address to the Throne moved by Ad¬ 
ministration, for approving the definitive 
Treaties signed with France, Spain, and 
America: though lie did not fail to.remark, 
with indignant Asperity, on the Inconsistence 
of thanking the Crown for merely consum¬ 
mating the very Work, of which he and his 
Colleagues had laid all the Foundations ; in 
Consequence of conferring which national 
benefit, they had been driven from Office. 
“ Yet,” concluded he, “ if the Measures 
“ which Ministers mean to propose, should 
“ meet my Ideas, and appear to me salutary 
“ in their Nature, I will not endeavour to 
“ defeat them by an ignoble Opposition; 
“ but, 1 will on the contrary give them my 
“ best Support.” Fox, with much Inge¬ 
nuity, endeavoured to demonstrate to the 
House, that the definitive Treaties, far from 
being servile Transcripts of the Prelimina- 
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ries, were on the contrary, materially altered 
in Favour of this Country. And with a 
View to prove his Assertion, he particu¬ 
larized three Articles, on each of which, as 
he asserted, important Ameliorations had 
taken Place. These were, first, relative to 
the Condition of the British Inhabitants of 
the Island of Tobago; secondly, an accurate 
Definition of the geographical Limits, within 
which the Gum Trade on the Coast of Af¬ 
rica might in future be carried on; and 
lastly, the precise Boundaries affixed to the 
Possessions of our Allies in the East Indies. 
I own however, that the aggregate Merit of 
these Concessions, or rather Alterations, did 
not appear to me entitled to much Enco¬ 
mium. They seemed to be rather Inaccura¬ 
cies ^or Inadvertencies, than Defects,; and 
were such Blemishes, as every Administra¬ 
tion must equally have perceived and.reme¬ 
died, after the Lapse of a few Months. 

Pitt made little Answer to the Secretary of 
State’s Speech, in the Progress of which, he 
had announced his Intention of bringing for¬ 
ward almost immediately, his Plan for the 
new Government of India.. But, Governor 
Johnstone, with the Warmth, not to say Vio- 
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lence, which characterized every Sentiment 
that usually fell from his Lips; claimed for 
Mr. Hastings, all the Merit of expelling 
Tippoo Sultan from the Carnatic, as well as 
of effecting a Peace with the Mharatta Em¬ 
pire :—Services, which, if they were justly 
due to the Ability or Wisdom of the Gover¬ 
nor General, as Johnstone asserted, might 
have challenged higher Testimonies of na¬ 
tional or parliamentary Approbation, than 
Fdx’s' boasted Improvements contained in 
the definitive Treaty made with Prance. 
Johnstone concluded by warning the Minis¬ 
ters, not to enforce any Plans for the Admi¬ 
nistration of India, without previously con¬ 
sulting the Persons, who, from local Know¬ 
ledge and Experience, knew the Remedies 
most applicable to the Disorders of those re¬ 
mote and valuable Possessions. The Trea¬ 
sury Bench observed a profound Silence; 
and the House soon afterwards broke up; 
all Men looking forward with Anxiety to the 
great Measure now announced from minis¬ 
terial Authority, and of which the leading 
Features were already known by common 
Report, to be of the most vigorous, as well as 
affirmative Nature. The celebrated “ East 
India Bill ” followed, after the Interval of a 
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few Days. It was natural .to suppose that 
Lord North, within whose Department lay 
all Regulation of our Concerns in that Quar¬ 
ter of the Qlobe, would of Course open the 
Measure officially to the House. But, in¬ 
stead of so doing, he absented himself on Ac¬ 
count of Indisposition, leaving Fox to per¬ 
form the Taska Line of Conduct, which, 
whether it arose from real Necessity, or whe¬ 
ther it was preconcerted, operated very dis¬ 
advantageous^ on the Minds of many In¬ 
dividuals attached to Lord North, who had 
hitherto supported the Coalition. They be¬ 
held themselves in Fact, completely aban¬ 
doned by their ancient Leader; who seemed 
to have delivered up himself, his Followers, 
liis Sovereign, and his political Principles, to 
the uncontrouled Dominion of his new As¬ 
sociates, Fox and Burke. 

[18th November.] I scarcely ever remem¬ 
ber, during the Time that I sate in Parlia¬ 
ment, a Day on which public Expectation 
was wound up to a higher Pitch, than when 
Fox opened his Bill. He did it in the most 
able and masterly Manner, detailing with 
Perspicuity, in Language equally lucid and 
persuasive, the accumulated Embarrass- 
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ments, Abuses, and Mal-Adininistration, 
-which had necessitated the Adoption of a 
Measure of Vigor, for the Extrication of the 
East India Company. Having stated the 
Grievances, among which he did not omit 
Hastings’s ambitious, profuse, and oppres¬ 
sive Policy, as the leading Source of the Ca¬ 
lamities under which India laboured; and 
having declared that nothing except a total 
Change of the ancient System, could effect 
any real Benefit, he proceeded to unfold his 
gigantic Plan. “ My Intention is,” said he, 
“ to propose the Formation of a Board, con- 
“ sisting of seven Individuals, invested with 
“ Power to appoint, as well as to displace, all 
“ Officers throughout Tndostan; and under 
“ whose Authority, the whole . Government 
“ or Administration of our extensive Posses- 
“ sions in the East,.shall be placed. My next 
“ Proposition will be for the Establishment 
“ of an assistant or subordinate Board, to be 
“ composed of eight Persons ; to w’hose Su¬ 
perintendence shall be submitted all the 
“ commercial Concerns of the East India 
“ Company. But, the .latter Board is de¬ 
signed to be subject to the absolute Con- 
“ troul of the seven first named Cominisr 
“ sioners; who, as well as the others, are to 
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“ hold their Sittings here iri England.”—“ I 
“ mean that Parliament shall in the present 
“ Instance, name all the Commissioners; and 
“ I intend their Duration to be for the Term 
“ of three, or of five Years, which Time will 
“ enable us to form an Estimate of the Effi- 
“ cacy and Utility of the Institution. If Ex- 
“ perience shall prove it to be beneficial, 1 
“ would then give to the King, the Power 
“ of filling up all future Vacancies among 
“ the superior Commissioners. To the Court 
“ of Proprietors would be left the Right of 
“ Nomination at the inferior Board.” 

When he had thus developed the Outlines 
of his proposed Bill, and endeavoured to de¬ 
monstrate its salutary Operation, if adopted; 
at the same Time anticipating and replying to 
such Objections as, he conceived, might be 
made to it; he proceeded. “ The Situation of 
“ the Country,” observed he, “demands of 
“ a Minister, not only vigorous Measures, 
“ but, even a Degree of Risk, and Supe- 
“ riority to personal Considerations of Dan-" 
“ ger. This is not a Moment, in which a 
“ Secretary of State can remain idle. Those 
“ who prefer Indulgence before Application, 
“ may retire to private Life. My Office calls 
“ for Exertion.” Then reverting to.his Coa- 
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lition with Lord North, he assured the 
House, that no material Difference of- Opi¬ 
nion had arisen between him and his noble 
Colleague, during the past Summer. The 
Experiment of a mutual Oblivion of past 
Animosities, and a cordial Co-Operation for 
the Benefit of their Country, had fully suc¬ 
ceeded. “ On the present Occasion 1 la- 
“ meut, indeed,” added he, “ that Illness 
‘‘and Infirmity should deprive me of the 
“ great' Abilities possessed by that noble 
“ Person; but I am autliorized to declare, 
“ that we perfectly coincide in Sentiment re¬ 
specting the Subject now before Parlia- 
“ merit;and as the Bill must demand a cer- 
“ tain Time for its Discussion, 1 trust I may 
“still promise myself the Benefit: ( of his 
“ powerful Support.” As the strongest 
Proof of Lord North’s Acquiescence in, and 
Approbation of the Measure, Colonel North, 
his eldest Son, seconded Fox’s Motion. 

All Eyes were then directed towards Pitt, 
who instantly rising, sarcastically remarked, 
that although Lord North was indisposed, 
yet he did not conceive, any material Impedi¬ 
ment to public Affairs would result from it; 
as the Secretary of State had demonstrated 
how competent he was to perform, not only 
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his own Share of Parliamentary Business, 
but, the Duties of his Colleague likewise. 
Relative to the Bill now brought forward, 
he should suspend his Judgment till it came 
fully before the House ; adding, “ Epor- 
“ mous Abuses have been, no doubt, com- 
“ mitted in the Management of East; India 
“ Affairs. And enormous jmust they be, if 
“ they can justify a Measure, which at once 
“ abrogates all the ancient .Charters or Pri- 
“ vileges granted to the Company since its 
“ first.Existence. 5 Is it not the avowed. 
“ Principle of the Bill just announced, to 
V place the whole Power oyer our East India 
“ Dominions, in the Hands of seven Indi- 
“ viduals, who will derive their immediate 
~ Appointment from the Minister himself? 
“ In that Minister will center therefore pror 
“ spectively, the immense Patronage of those 
“ rich and extensive Provinces.; I am ready, 
“ as far as regards, my own Opinion, thus 
“ early to declare, that the whole System of 
“ the Secretary of State appears to be.abso- 
“ lute Despotism on one Side; and, on the 
“ other, the most gross Corruption.” These 
severe Animadversions, however just, they 
might be in themselves, could not however 
arrest the Progress of the Measure, which 
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proceeded with unexampled Rapidity, thro* 
the lower House of Parliament. 

It is no longer possible, after the Lapse of 
above thirty Years, to deceive either our¬ 
selves or Mankind, relative to the Nature, 
Provisions, and Effects of the Bill in Ques¬ 
tion. Its most determined Enemies cannot 
dispute the Energy, Vigor, and Decision, 
which breathed through every Clause; nor 
will candid Men refuse to allow the benefi¬ 
cial Tendency of many of its Regulations. 
But, neither can the‘Friends of Eox, how¬ 
ever they may idolize his Memory, deny the 
unwarrantable Spirit of Ambition, Rapacity, 
and Confiscation, by which it was equally 
distinguished in its leading Features. The 
instant Seizure of all the Effects, Papers, 
and Possessions of a great chartered Com¬ 
pany; the total Extinction of the Court of 
Directors, who had so long conducted its 
Affairs; and the Substitution of two new 
Boards, named by the Ministry, through the 
Medium of Parliament, for the future Go¬ 
vernment of India;—these Measures, how¬ 
ever their. Necessity might apparently be 
demonstrated, seemed rather revolutionary 
Subversions of Property by arbitrary Au- 
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thority, than suited,to the mild, moderate, and 
equitable Spirit of the British Constitution. 
Othqr Features of the Bill, appeared still 
more open to Objection, since they evidently 
vested in Administration, and therefore in 
Fox, as the Ministerial Leader, a Power 
independent of the Sovereign. Such, in 
particular, might be esteemed the Clause, 
which ultimately extended the Duration of 
the. Act, to four Years; a Term exceeding 
the possible Period to which the Existence 
of the House of Commons then sitting, could 
be protracted, they having already entered 
on their fourth Session. 

Many other Regulations, growing out of. 
the Bill, or connected with the Measure, 
excited just Alarm. Even in the subsequent 
Selection of the Seven Commissioners, who 
were to be appointed for the future Adminis¬ 
tration of the East India Company's Affairs 
at Home and Abroad, Fox’s Ascendant over 
his Colleague was clearly defined: Lord 
Fitzwilliam, as the personal Representative 
of the deceased Marquis of Rockingham, 
being, placed at the Head of the Board; 
while Mr. Frederick Montagu, another most, 
respectable Adherent of the same political 

vol. hi. 2 N 
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Party, stood second in the List. Colonel 
North, Viscount Lewisham, and Sir Gil¬ 
bert Eliott, the three next Commissioners, 
represented Lord North’s Interest and Con¬ 
nexions. No Division was attempted on 
any of these Names, but I well remember 
the general Laughter excited through the 
Opposition Ranks, when Colonel North was 
proposed. Indeed, Fox was so well aware 
of the Sneers or Comments to which that 
Nomination would give Rise, that he antici¬ 
pated them in his Speech on the Occasion. 
But, in order to secure at once the Majority 
of Voices, together with the efficient Con- 
troul of the Board itself; Sir Henry Fletch¬ 
er, one of the Representatives for the County 
of Cumberland, who in the Year preceding 
had been raised to the Dignity of a Baronet, 
by the Marquis of Rockingham; and Mr. 
Robert Gregory, Member for Rochester, 
were added to the Number. Both these last 
named Gentlemen, -well known for their de¬ 
voted Attachment to Fox, and possessing 
Scats in the House of Commons; having 
likewise in their own Persons, recently and 
repeatedly filled the highest Situations in 
the East India Direction; it was obvious, 
must be resorted to as Guides, on Account 
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of their local Knowledge and Experience.in 
the Company’s Concerns. . No Measures, it 
must be owned, could have been more ably 
concerted, for bringing under Ministerial 
Influence, and for permanently retaining un¬ 
der their Subjection, the immense Patronage, 
and all the Sources of Power, or of Emolu¬ 
ment, connected with India: while, on the 
other Hand, it was well understood, that the 
first Employments, civil and military, from 
the Post of Governor General of Bengal, or 
Commander in Chief at Calcutta, down to 
the Seats in Council at Madras and at Bom¬ 
bay, were already promised or filled up, 
principally with Members of Parliament, 
distinguished for their Adherence to Ad¬ 
ministration. The Names of the Individuals 
destined for these high Situations, became 
circulated in every Company; and as many 
of them were better known among the Club 
at Brookes’s, than in Leadenhall Street; 
the Consciousness of all India being spee^ 
dily subjected to their rapacious Hands, by 
no means tended to reconcile or to tran¬ 
quillize the public Mind. 

[20th November.] Happily for the British 
Constitution, the Activity and Energy of 
2 n 2 
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Opposition, seemed to keep Pace with the 
bold Policy and Ambition of the Secretary. 
Mr. William Grenville, then Member for 
the Town of Buckingham, and youngest of 
three Brothers who have all filled with 
Distinction some of the highest Employ¬ 
ments of State, under the Reign of George 
the Third; came eminently forward on the 
present momentous Occasion. In a Speech 
of great Length, and greater Ability, he 
gave Promise of those vigorous Powers of 
Mind, which he has since unfolded in the 
upper House of Parliament, both in, and 
out of Office. He wanted, indeed, the com¬ 
manding Tone, the Majesty, and all the 
captivating Rotundity, as well as Splendor 
of Pitt’s Eloquence; but, in Solidity of Ar¬ 
gument, in Depth of Thought, and the 
Qualities that constitute a Statesman, he 
might be thought to equal his distinguished 
Relation. Having pointed but in the most 
convincing Terms, the Rapacity, Despotism, 
and personal Aggrandizement, which lay 
concealed behind the ostensible Regulations 
of Reform, in Fox’s Bill;—having endea¬ 
voured to unmask the Attempt made to 
hoodwink and deceive the House, by nomi¬ 
nating Commissioners who would look only 
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to the Minister, and not to the Sovereign, 
for the Duration of their Power;—he de¬ 
manded, “ by whom has a Plan so pregnant 
“ with Ruin to the Constitution, been origi- 
“ nated and matured?—By the very Man, 
“ whose Voice has during many Years been 
“ loudest in declaring, that the Influence 
“ of the Crown is excessive, and big with 
“ Danger to the Liberties of the Country.” 
In Language more measured, and destitute 
of classic Ornament, but, not less calculated 
by its very Brevity to impress his Audience, 
Jenkinson stated the Measure projected, 
“ as setting up within the Realm, a Species 
“ of executive Authority, which] would be 
“ independent of all Controul on the Part of 
* • the Sovereign.” Nor did he fail to expose 
and to denounce the audacious Spirit of 
Legislation, which could propose a Plan 
so subversive of every Principle on which 
rest the Liberties of England. Two Indivi¬ 
duals who have risen in our Time to the 
highest Honors and Dignities of the Bar, 
Scott, and Erskine, both, I believe, first pre¬ 
sented themselves on that Evening, to the 
Notice of the House; but, on opposite Sides: 
the former attacking, the latter defending, 
Pox’s Bill. Scarcely any Impression of the 
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Speech pronounced by Scott, remains on niy 
Mind or Memory, except a general Idea of 
the Calmness and Candour which characte¬ 
rized it. One only Sentiment has survived 
in my Recollection, when he strikingly ob¬ 
served, that, “ though Ministers, by the 
“ Words which they had put into His Ma- 
“ jesty’s Mouth, at the Opening of the Ses- 
** sion, had called upon Parliament to deli- 
“ bwate; yet it was now obvious, that in- 
“ stead of consulting on the Affairs of India, 
“ the Secretary of State had only convoked 
“ them for the Purpose of Decision.” 

Fox, in his Reply, while he treated Scott 
with great Marks of Consideration, and even 
of Respect for his Talents, as well as for the 
temperate Mode in which he had delivered 
his Opinions; exhausted on Jenkinson the 
severest Epithets of Reproach. “ I 'well 
“ anticipated,” exclaimed he, “ long before 
“ they were uttered, the Observations which 
“ would proceed from that Quarter. When 
“ I first heard the Doctrine broached, of 
separating the Crown from its Ministers , 

“ and treating them as divided Interests, I 
“ instantly foresaw who would take the 
“ Lead on the present Evening. Such Doc- 
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“ trines could originate from no other Indi- 
“ vidual. When the Measures of Govern* 
“ ment call for Censure or Punishment, then, 
“indeed, I admit, Ministers are solely res- 
“ ponsible: but, in almost every other Point 
“ of View, nothing can be more invidious 
“ or false, than to make such a Distinction.” 
Pitt, notwithstanding, who doubtless already 
knew the Ground, pressed the Secretary of 
State upon this tender Subject, with redoub¬ 
led Force. Having remarked on the Inconsis¬ 
tency and Contradiction of Fox*s Assertions 
respecting the Unity of the Sovereign and 
his Ministers, “ We hope indeed,” added he, 
“ that they do materially differ. When- 
“ ever Administration passes the Limits 
“ of Justice and of Moderation, we trust 
“ that we shall always be able clearly to 
“ distinguish the Minister from the Sovereign. 
“ The Secretary has exerted much Ingenuity 
“ in attempting to conciliate and blend two 
“ Powers, which are in themselves distinct. 
“ I can however discover no Reason for his 
“ introducing the present Bill at so early a 
“ Period of the Session, and pressing it for- 
“ ward through the HoYise, without allowing 
“ it a full Discussion, except the Design of 
“ settling Ministers in the Enjoyment of un- 
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“ limited and absolute.Power.” It was evi¬ 
dent by these Expressions, how imprudently 
Pox had acted in bringing forward a Mea¬ 
sure,* which, besides its rapacious Features, 1 
and itfc. arbitrary Spirit, enabled his Oppo¬ 
nents to accuse him, not without good Rea¬ 
son, of labouring to build up bis own Great¬ 
ness, and to. cement his own Power, at the 
Expence of the Prince whom he served. 
He thus opened with his own Hands, the 
political Abyss, in which he was eventually 
swallowed up. So blind is Ambition, unless 
regulated and restrained by Judgment, as 
well as Moderation! Irritated at the Mo¬ 
tives imputed by Pitt and his Friends, to> 
Administration, in framing the East India 
Bill,. Burke rose towards the ; Close of the 
Debate, rather to indulge, his Spleen, and 
to vent his Anger, than to apply to Pitt’s 
Arguments, the Touch-stone of Reason. 
“ Those Arguments,” he said, “ came, not 
“ from the Head, but, from the. Heart; and 
“ therefore neither merited, nor were capable 
“ of receiving any Answ r er. The Ministerial 
“ Opponents knew their own base Motives, 
“ for which Reason they attributed to others, 
“ the Feelings by which they were, them* 
selves, animated.” No Division.however, as 
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yet took Place, and the Bill proceeded for¬ 
ward with unexampled. Rapidity; while 
every other Topic of Conversation through¬ 
out the Metropolis, and 1'might almost say, 
throughout the Kingdom, was suspended in 
the Contemplation of this new, as well as 
comprehensive Measure. 

[27th November.] Both Sides meanwhile, 
prepared for the greatest Exertions, and it 
was evident that Ministers, secure of a de¬ 
cided Majority in each House of Parliament, 
dreaded nothing except Delay; But, the 
Heads of Opposition had already found efFec- 
tual Means to inform the Sovereign of his 
Danger, and to rouse him to Resistance, 
though its Effects were not immediately 
perceptible. Fox, confident in the Superi¬ 
ority of his Numbers, which Circumstance 
he thought he had well ascertained; and 
instructed by all past Experience since the 
Period of the Revolution in 1688, that no 
British Sovereign could venture to oppose 
himself personally against the Representa¬ 
tives of the People, sustained by the Peers ; 
only calculated the Time which his Bill 
would demand in its Passage. He did not 
sufficiently reflect, that he had lost in'great 
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Measure the popular Support, without hav¬ 
ing acquired the Favor of the Crown. Nor 
did he seem to have justly appreciated the 
general Disapprobation, or rather Detesta¬ 
tion, which the East India Bill eventually 
excited through all Ranks of Society. On 
these powerful Auxiliaries, though hitherto 
not fully matured, Pitt confidently counted. 
Never, on any Occasion, did Fox display 
the vast Capacities of Memory, lucid Ar¬ 
rangement of Ideas, and Facilities of cloth¬ 
ing his Matter in Language of Energy and 
Effect, with which Nature had endowed 
him, more fully than on the second reading 
of his Sill! Having endeavoured, by a 
Series of Arithmetical Reasonings, founded, 
as he asserted, on the Accounts presented 
by the East India Company at the Bar of 
the House, with the View of shewing their 
Solvency; to prove that they were on the 
contrary, in a State of Distress approaching 
to Bankruptcy; Fox added, “ I well know 
“ that in bringing forward the present Mea- 
“ sure, I expose my own ministerial Situa- 
“ tion to Hazard. But, when, on great 
“ national Grounds, 1 can establish a Sys- 
“ tern, at once salutary, as well as useful, to 
“ his Country and to India, I value little 
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“ the personal Risks that I may encounter. 
“ If I fall, I shall fall in a great and glorious 

Struggle, not only for the Welfare of the 
“ Company, but, for the Benefit of the Peo- 
“ pie of Britain, and of Indostan.” 

Lord North, who had hitherto been absent 
from the House ever since the Commence¬ 
ment of the Session, attended in his Place 
on that Evening, seated by Fox’s Side. He 
even spoke at considerable Length, in Sup¬ 
port of the Bill; but, as I thought, without 
his usual Animation, and Powers of Persua¬ 
sion or Entertainment. Not a Scintillation of 
that Wit, which so often electrified or delight¬ 
ed his Hearers, pervaded his Speech; and 
though it displayed great Ability, the Under¬ 
standing, rather than Conviction or Inclina¬ 
tion, seemed to dictate all he uttered. Pitt, on 
the other Hand, fastened like a Vulture, on 
the Secretary’s Measure, which he held up 
to the Abhorrence of all Mankind, as “ the 
“ most desperate and alarming Attempt to 
“ exercise Tyranny, which ever disgraced the 
“ Annals of this, or of any other Country.” 
“ Is the pretended Relief,” exclaimed he, 
“ which we are to administer in Asia, to be 
“ grounded on Injustice and Violence in 
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•‘ Europe?—I pledge myself to the World 
“ at large, to point out the fatal Operation 
“ of this Bill on every Thing sacred or dear 
“ to Englishmen; to prove its inimical In- 
“ fluence on our Constitution and Liberties; 
“ and to establish by incontrovertible Evi- 
“ dence, the false and pernicious Principles 
“ on which it is founded. But, all these Par r 
“ ticulars necessarily demand Time, which 
“ the indecent, as well as unprecedented 
“ Precipitancy of the Business, virtually 
“ proscribes.”—“ The Secretary has passed in 
“ Review, the Statements made by the Com- 
“ pany, and the Accounts presented at the 
“ Bar, with a Rapidity which renders Com- 
“ prehension difficult, and Detection almost 
“ impossible. For this, as well as for many 
“ other Reasons,* I trust there can be no 
Objection to defer the Debate for a single 
“ Day, in order that the Falsehood of the 
“ Assertions made, may be rendered mani- 
“ fest to every Comprehension.” Vainly 
however were any Reclamations addressed 
to Ministers who dreaded above all Things, 
the Operation of Delay; and who, after 
having taken the Cabinet by Storm, were 
now impatient to secure their Possession of 
Power, beyond the Reach of Accident or 
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Fortune. Fox refusing to postpone the JDis-r 
cussion even for a few Hours, the Division 
took Place; which, as being the first Trial 
of Strength on the East India Bill, excited 
no little Expectation. It proved a Triumph 
to the Coalition, and seemed to set at De¬ 
fiance all further Opposition within the 
Walls of that House of Parliament ; Ad¬ 
ministration carrying with them 229 Votes, 
while the Minority did not exceed 120. Un¬ 
der these prosperous, but, fallacious Appear¬ 
ances, terminated the Month of November. 

December.] Fox himself gave indeed the 
strongest Indication of his own Apprehen¬ 
sions, from the Interposition of Delay, by 
the Haste, not to say the Precipitation, with 
which he propelled the Bill through the 
House of Commons. Notwithstanding the 
Opposition given to it in every Stage, by 
Mr. Pitt and his Friends; in Defiance of Pe¬ 
titions presented from the Proprietors, as 
well as from the Directors, of the East India 
Company; and equally contrary to the ge¬ 
neral Sentiment of the Capital, no less than 
to the almost unanimous Voice of the Nation, 
which soon began to manifest itself; he 
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pushed forward the Measure with indecent 
Ardor. Scarcely three Weeks elapsed, from 
the Time of his moving for Leave to bring in 
the Bill, on the 18th of November, to his 
Appearance at the. Bar of the House of 
Peers, on the 9th of December; when he 
presented it in Person, “ magna comitante 
“ Caterva,” after its having passed the House 
of Commons. An ordinary Turnpike, Ca¬ 
nal, or Enclosure Bill, if opposed in its 
Principles or Progress, might have taken 
longer Time, than did this gigantic Experi¬ 
ment to render Administration in some Mea¬ 
sure independent of the Crown, and of the 
People. Yet, so well had the Secretary me¬ 
ditated his Plan, such was the Parliamen¬ 
tary Strength possessed by the Coalition , 
and such the Ascendancy of Fox over the 
Lower House, that upon every Division, he 
carried the Question by a vast Superiority of 
Numbers, generally exceeding the Propor¬ 
tion of two to one. On the Question of 
going into the Committee, which took Place 
on the first of December, I quitted Lord 
North, whom I had commonly supported 
up to that Time, and joined the Minority: 
conceiving it to be, upon every View of the 
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Subject, improper longer to adhere to a Mi¬ 
nister, who seemed to have forsaken him¬ 
self. 

The Consternation which Fox’s Bill occa¬ 
sioned in Leadenhall Street, among that De¬ 
scription of Men against whom its Provisions 
were known to be peculiarly levelled, was 
commonly, though erroneously, said to have 
proved fatal to Sir William James, who died 
very suddenly, just at this Time. It is how¬ 
ever true that he was seized with an Indis¬ 
position, while sitting in the House of Com¬ 
mons, during the Progress of the “ Fast 
“ India Bill,” which compelled him instantly 
to return Home; but he recovered in a cer¬ 
tain. Degree the Attack, though he never 
afterwards quitted his own House. His 
Death took Place instantaneously, during 
the Performance of the Ceremony of his only 
Daughter’s Marriage with the late Lord 
Rancliff, then Mr. Boothby Parkyns. I 
knew Sir William James with great Inti¬ 
macy, and discussed with him, the probable 
Results of the East India Measure, during 
the short Interval which elapsed between his 
first Seizure, and the Day of his Decease, 
at his Residence in Gerrard Street, .Soho. 
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His Origin was so obscure, as almost to 
baffle Enquiry, and he had derived no Adr 
vantage from Education; but he possessed 
strong natural Abilities, aided by a Know¬ 
ledge of Mankind. Having been sent out early 
in Life, to Bombay, in the East India Com¬ 
pany’s naval Service, he there distinguished 
himself, by commanding the memorable Ex¬ 
pedition undertaken against Angria the Pi¬ 
rate; when we made ourselves Masters of 
Fort Geriah, his principal Establishment on 
the Coast of the Concan. Returning to.his na¬ 
tive Country after this successful Enterprize, 
by which he acquired not only some For¬ 
tune, but, considerable Reputation; he rose 
to the first Employments at the India House, 
as a Member of the Court of Directors; sat 
in successive Parliaments; was elevated by 
the Friendship of the late Earl of Sandwich, 
when First Lord of the Admiralty, to the 
Baronetage; and had been elected Deputy 
Master of the Trinity House, in the preced¬ 
ing Month of June, when Lord Keppel was 
chosen Master of that Corporation. Those 
Persons who asserted that Fox’s Bill killed 
him, seem to have forgotten that he had 
nearly attained his Seventieth Year, when 
he expired. As his Dissolution took Place 
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on the 16 th of December, he had not the 
Satisfaction to.witness the Rejection of that 
obnoxious Measure, by the House of Peers, 
which happened on the following Day. 

Never, probably, ttfas so great a Portion 
of Intellect brought to bear upon one Point 
or Subject, in so short a Space of Time, as 
the House of Commons exhibited between 
the Opening of the East India Bill, and its 
triumphant Arrival in the Upper House of 
Parliament. All the Sources of Argument, 
Declamation, Wit, and Pathos, were succes¬ 
sively touched by Master Hands. Every 
Species of Information enlightened the Ob¬ 
ject under Discussion; nor was any Weapon 
of Sophistry, Humour, or even severe In¬ 
vective, left untried, which might operate on 
the Understanding, Passions, and Feelings 
of the Audience. The salient Points of De¬ 
bate were so many, so striking, and so ani¬ 
mated, as to defy the Powers of Memory; 
leaving on the Hearer’s Mind, only a con¬ 
fused Recollection of their Beauty, Delicacy, 
or Severity. History, antient and modern, 
Poetry, even Scripture, all were successively 
pressed into the Service, or rendered sub¬ 
servient to the Purposes of the contending 
vol. in. 2 o 
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Parties. Will it be believed that the “ Apo¬ 
calypse” of St. John furnished Images, which, 
by.a slight Effort of Imagination, or by an 
immaterial.Deviation from the original Text, 
were made to typify Fox, under the Form 
of the Beast that rose,up out of the Sea, 
“having, seven Heads?” Their Application 
to the seven Commissioners appointed by the 
Bill, was at once so happy,' and so natural, 
that it could not be mistaken, and stood in 
need of no Explanation.’ The Words which 
were made to designate the Secretary of 
State himself, seemed almost to identify him 
by. a very characteristic Feature, his bold 
Eloquence. “ And there was given to him 
“ a Mouth speaking great Things.” But, 
in - the.Duration of the Power of the Beast, 
as'compared with that of the East India 
Bill , a Difference of six Months appeared : 
the “ Apocalypse” stating that “ Power was 
V given unto him to continue forty and two 
“Months;” whereas Fox’s Bill compre¬ 
hended forty-eight Months f or four Years. 
Pensions, Peerages, arid Places, were pointed 
out by the Passage where it is said, “ And 
“he causeth All, both small and great, rich 
“ and poor, to receive, a Mark in their right 
“ Handy or in their Forehead.” 


v 
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Mr. Scott, who now as Lord Eldon, holds 
the Great Seal,’ was the Person by whom so 
curious an Allusion was presented to the 
House; as I think, on the third Reading of 
the Bill. But, Sheridan, though he could 
not possibly anticipate an Attack of such a 
Nature, yet having contrived in the Course 
of the Debate, to procure some Leaves of 
“ the Book of Revelations,” with admirable 
Ability found Materials in that Work, equal¬ 
ly suited to Pox’s Defence or Justification; 
transforming him from “ the Dragon and the 
“ Beast,” under both which Types he had 
been designated, to a Species of angelic 
or tutelary Being, by producing other Quo¬ 
tations taken from St. John, full as applb 
cable in their Tenor to the Secretary of 
State. . 

[1st December.] The Powers of Mind ex¬ 
erted throughout the Progress of the Mea¬ 
sure, seemed to be concentrated in the. me¬ 
morable Debate that took Place upon send¬ 
ing the Bill to a Committee, which was 
opened by Powis. His beautiful and severe 
Animadversion on its double Author; a Me¬ 
taphor drawn likewise from Holy Writ; 
made a strong Impression. “ I hear indeed,” 
2 o 2 
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said he, “ the Voice of Jacob,” meaning 
Fox; “ but the Hands are those of Esau.” 
Lord North, who was present at the Time, 
though much indisposed, quitted the House 
in the Course of the Evening, overcome with 
the immoderate Heat. Powis, who did not 
hesitate to denominate the Bill , “ the Mo- 
“ dern Babel, which already almost reached 
“ the Clouds;” and who compared Fox’s 
Treatment of the East India Company, with 
“ Shylock’s Demand of a Pound of Flesh, to 
“ be cut nearest the Heart:” expressed ne¬ 
vertheless his personal Respect for the Se¬ 
cretary; but added, that, he “wished to 
“ see him the Servant, not the Master, of his 
“ Sovereign.” No Speech pronounced with¬ 
in the Walls of the House of Commons, 
throughout the whole Proceedings during 
the great Experiment made by Ministers to 
consolidate their Tenure of Office, tended 
more to accelerate their Downfal, than did 
this of Powis. He was neither a Candidate 
for Place, nor a Courtier, whose Eyes were 
directed to St. James’s; nor a Lawyer, 
looking to the Dignities and Preferments of 
Westminster Hall. As a Country Gentle¬ 
man, representing an extensive County, he 
delivered with manly Firmness, his Opi- 
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nions; which were founded in common 
Sense, couched in Language of great Force, 
rising at Times to a Pitch of affecting Elo¬ 
quence, and sustained by u'nimpeached Pro¬ 
bity. During the American War, he had 
served with Zeal and Ability under Fox, in 
the Front Ranks; had conduced by his ac¬ 
tive Exertions, to diminish the Influence of 
the Crown, and had greatly contributed to 
drive Lord North from the Helm. But, he 
now beheld the Structure which hehad lent all 
his Efforts to overturn, raised anew on more 
solid Foundations; while “ the Man of the 
“ People, was converted into the Champion 
“ of Influence.”—“ If,” said Powis, “ the 
“ Secretary of State’s Moderation did not 
“ form a Guarantee against his Ambition, 
“we might imagine him, when communing 
“ with himself, thus to express his Inten- 
“ tions; ‘ I have, it is true, forced myself into. 
“ high Employment, by joining a Man and 
“ a Party, whom, after successive Years of 
“ Parliamentary Opposition, I had expelled 
“from Power. But, by my Junction with 
“ the noble Lord in the blue Ribband, I 
“ have lost much of my Popularity. Still, 
“ as 1 have great Influence throughout the 
“ Country, sustained by powerful Connex- 
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“ ions, I will make good Use of my Time. 
“ The Indies shall constitute the Basis of 

ray Greatness. Availing myself of my 
“ present Prosperity, 1 will construct a gol- 
“ den Fortress in this new Land of Promise; 
“.which, by placing in it a select Garrison 
“ of chosen and determined Adherents, on 
“ whose Zeal and Attachment I may. impli- 
“ citly rely, I can render impregnable. A 
“ Fprtress which will not open its Gates, 
“ either to the Summons of the People, or 
“ to the Commands of the Sovereign.’—“ For 
“ God’s Sake, let us unite to crush this aw- 
“ ful Pile, before it swells to such p, Size, as 
“ to .leave.no Room for the other component 
“ Parts of the British Constitution! Al- 
“ ready scarce a Vestige of the East India 
“ Company is to be traced; and if the present 
“Bill passes, we. shall consign the Glory, 
“ the Dignity, and the Liberties of our 
“ Country, to ultimate, as well as certain 
“ Destruction.” 

Burke, unable longer to observe Silence 
after such Reflexions, then rose; and in a 
Dissertation, rather than a Speech, which 
lasted more than three Hours, exhausted all 
the Powers of his mighty Mind, in the Jus- 
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tification of his -Friend’s Measure. The most 
ignorant Member, of the House,’ who had at¬ 
tended to the Mass of Information, Historical, 
Political, and Financial, which fell from the 
Lips of Burke on that Occasion, must have 
departed, rich in Knowledge of Indostan. It 
seemed impossible to crowd greater Variety 
of Matter applicable to the Subject, into a 
smaller Compass; and those who • differed 
most widely from, him in Opinion, did not 
render the less Justice to his gigantic Range 
of Ideas, his lucid Exposition of Events, 
and the harmonic Flow of his Periods. 
There were Portions of this Harangue, in 
which he appeared to be animated by Feel¬ 
ings and Considerations the most benign, as 
well as elevated; and the Classic Language 
in which he made Fox’s Panegyric, for hav¬ 
ing dared to venture on a Measure so beset 
with Dangers, but, so pregnant, as he as¬ 
serted, with Benefits to Mankind, could not 
be exceeded in. Beauty, 


Indeed,, if I were compelled to name the 
finest Composition pronounced in the House 
of Commons, during the whole Time that I 
remained a Member of that Assembly, from 
1780 to 1794, I should select this Speech of 



568 


HISTORICAL 


[1783. 


Burke. Nor can I be suspected of Parti¬ 
ality either towards the Author, or the Pro¬ 
duction. The former, though he excited 
Admiration by his Genius, was too much 
the Slave of his own Prejudices, too impla¬ 
cable, petulant, irascible, and impervious to 
Reason on many Subjects, to awaken gene¬ 
ral good Will, or to conciliate Affection. 
To the whole System which his Arguments 
were meant to support, I was decidedly 
hostile. Yet I did not on these Accounts, 
render less Justice to the matchless Powers 
of Intellect which matured so wonderful an 
Effusion. Far from suffering by a Compa¬ 
rison with the Orations of the greatest an- 
tierit Masters, Greek or Roman, 1 believe it 
would gain on an impartial Examination. 
Among the Passages of peculiar Beauty, 
might be named his Picture of the young 
Men sent out from England to India, in 
Order to amass sudden Wealth. “ Animat- 
“ ed,” said he, “ with all the Avarice of 
“ Age, and all the impetuous Ardour of 
“Youth, they roll in, one after another, 
“ Wave after Wave: .while Nothing presents 
“ itself to the View of the unhappy Natives, 
“ except an interminable Prospect of new 
“ Flights of voracious Birds of Passage, with 
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“ Appetites insatiable for. a Food, which is 
“ continually wasting under their Attacks.— 
“ Every other Conqueror, Arab, Tartar, or 
“ Persian, has left behind him some Monu- 
“ ment, either of royal Splendor, or of useful 
“ Beneficence. England has erected neither 

Churches, nor Hospitals, nor Schools, nor 
“ Palaces. If To-morrow we were expelled 
“ from Indostan, Nothing would remain to 
“ indicate that it had been possessed, during 
“ the inglorious Period of our Dominion, by 
“ any better Tenants than the Ouran-Outang 
“ or the Tiger.” This fine Burst of Imagina¬ 
tion, even though we should conceive it to 
be too highly coloured, yet presents one of 
the most vivid Assemblages of animated 
Life, ever submitted to the human Under¬ 
standing, while it appeals to the best Feel¬ 
ings of our Nature. 

His Eulogium of Mr. Francis, (now Sir 
Philip,) whether we acquiesce in its exact 
Accuracy of Resemblance, or not; cannot 
be perused without Admiration. Yet was 
it exceeded by his Portrait of Fox, whom 
Burke compared with the Lawgivers of An¬ 
tiquity, while legislating for Asia, and de¬ 
spising every personal Consideration, in Or- 
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der to diffuse Felicity over distant 'Portions 
of the Earth. “ He is well aware,” added 
Burke, “ of the Snares which are spread in 
“ his Path, from personal Animosity, from 
“ Court Intrigues > and possibly, from popu- 
“ lar Delusion. But, he has hazarded his 
“Ease, his Security, his Power,' and his 
“ Popularity, in the present noble Attempt. 
“ This is the Road which all Heroes have 
“ trod before him. He will recollect that 
“ Obloquy constitutes a necessary lngre- 
“ dient in the Composition of Glory. He 
“ will recollect, that it was not only in the 
“ Roman Customs, but, is in the Nature and 
“ Constitution of Things, for Calumny to ac- 
“ company Triumph.” However classic 
might be these Allusions, and whatever 
Magic might pervade the whole of Burke’s 
Discourse ; or however persuaded he was of 
the Reality of all the predicted Advantages, 
that would flow from the Measure; the moral 
Effect of his Speech in producing Convic¬ 
tion, by no means corresponded with the 
Admiration which it excited. Fox, who 
reserved himself on that Night to answer 
Dundas and Pitt, rose at a late Hour, and 
spoke with his usual Ability. “ A Charter,” 
observed he, “ is only a Trust for some 
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;** given Benefit. If abused, it may, and 
“ought to be resumed. Sovereigns are 
“ sacred; yet, with all my Reverence and 
“ Attachment towards them, had I lived 
-“ under, the Reign of James the Second, I 
'* i should certainly have contributed my Ef¬ 
forts in those illustrious Struggles, which 
“ rescued Us from hereditary Servitude, and 
“ recorded the Doctrine that Trust abused, 
ft. is revocable.” On Mr. Thomas Pitt, who, 
when.alluding to the East India Bill, had 
asserted that “ it was a Measure which 
“ might be naturally expected from a Coali- 
“tion of tvvo Men, who having first seized 
“ by. Force on the Government, evidently 
“ intended to finish their Career by dealing 
“ a Death-blow to their County,” the Se¬ 
cretary animadverted in Terms of more than 
ordinary Asperity. “ I will tell that Honor- 
able Gentleman,” said Fox, looking hint 
steadily in the Face, “ that the Men who 
“have brought forward this Bill, are not 
“ to be brow-beaten by studied Gesture; 
“mor terrified; by tremulous Tones, solemn 
“ Phrases, or hard Epithets. To Arguments, 
“ they are ready to reply. He charges Us 
“ with having seized upon the Government. 
“ His Majesty changed his Ministers, last 
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“April, as he did twelve.Months earlier; 
“ each Time in Consequence of a Vote of 
“this House. So his Predecessors did; 
“ and his Successors will, I doubt not, imi- 
“ tate the Example. The Votes of Parlia- 
“ ment always have, and always will, I 
“ trust, decide on the Duration of Ministry. 
“ Such is the Nature of our Constitution.” 

Then addressing himself to the House at 
large, “ A double Game,” exclaimed Fox, 
“ is playing on this Occasion by Opposition, 
“ to which, 1 hope, this Assembly, and the 
“ whole Kingdom will pay Attention. It 
“ is attempted to injure Administration 
“ through two Channels at the same Time; 
“ through a certain great Quarter , and 
“ through the People. To the former, they 
“ assert that the present Bill increases the 
“ Influence of Ministers against the Crown : 
“ while they persuade the Nation, that it 
“ augments the Power of the Sovereign to 
“ their Injury. That they will fail in both 
“ these Experiments, I have no Doubt. In 
“ the great Quarter , I trust, they are well 
“ understood ; because th e princely Mind of 
“ that elevated Personage, forms a Security 
“ against their Devices. They will speedily 
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“ dissipate by their Conduct, any tempo- 
“ rary Illusion which they may have spread 
“ among the Multitude.” Nor was Fox 
less severe in his Remarks upon Jenkinson, 
than he had been, when commenting on Mr. 
Thomas Pitt. The former of those Gentle¬ 
men being seated near William Pitt on the 
Opposition Bench, as was likewise Dundas, 
“ When I behold,” observed the Secretary, 
“ the Right Honorable Gentleman now sur- 
“ rounded by the Objects of his early and 
“ hereditary Aversion, and hear him revile 
“ the Coalition , I am lost in Amazement at 
“ his Inconsistence. Well may my noble 
** Friend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
“ assert, that We never sought to attain 
“ Power by Cabal, or Intrigue! The safest 
“ Path to royal, as well as to popular Favor, 
“ is by reducing the Burthens, and restoring 
“ the Glory of the Nation.” Then fixing his 
Eyes on Jenkinson, “ Let those Persons,” 
said he, “ who aim at Office through other 
“ Channels , by mysterious and inscrutable 
“ Means , speak out! If they will not, the 
“ Country must perceive that then* Arts 
“ cannot bear Examination, and that their 
“ Safety lies in their Obscurity. The Prin- 
“ ciples which Wc profess, are thoroughly 
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“ known. With them I prefer to perish; 
“ rather than maintain Myself by adopting 
“ others.” After endeavouring to do away 
the Effect of Powis’s Soliloquy , which 
seemed deeply to affect him, Fox' concluded 
by addressing his last Words to Pitt; who 
in the Course of a most able Speech,' had' 
declared that “ he would stake liis Cha- 
“ racter with the Public, oh the dangerous- 
“.Nature and Tendency of the Bill under 
“ Discussion.” “ I meet him,” said the Se- ; 
cretary, “ in his own Terms of Defiance,- 
“ and I oppose him, Character against Cha- 
“ racter, I stake upon the Excellence of 
“ the present Measure, all that is most dear 
“ to Men; Talents; Honour, present Repu- 
“ tation, and future Fame. All these I risk 
“ on the constitutional Safety, the enlarged 
“ Policy, the Equity, and the Wisdom of the 
“ Bill.” There were Persons who thought 
that under all the Circumstances of the 
Case, the Stake was by ho Means equal; 
and that it resembled the Armour of Diomed, 
when weighed in Value against that of Glau- 
cus. The Division, however, which took 
Place at a very late Hour, fully equalled 
the Expectation of Ministers, being more 
than two to one. Ayes, 217. Noes, 103. 
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So numerous and flattering a Support, which’ 
proved* how well the Secretary had prepared 
the Ground, only accelerated the final Ca¬ 
tastrophe. 

[8th December.] On the third Reading of 
the Bill, a new Auxiliary appeared on thb 
Side of Opposition, in the Person of Mr. 
John James Hamilton, since raised by Pitt 
to the Dignity of a Marquis; who having 
taken his Seat only a few Days preceding, 
as a Member of the House, opened the De¬ 
bate in a Speech of considerable Ability. 
Wilkes drew' however far more Attention, 
not only by the decided Part which lie took 
against the Measure itself, but, by the clas¬ 
sic, nervous, and pointed Terms in which he 
inveighed against its Fabricators. “ No Epi- 
“ thet,” said he, “ can reach the Enormity 
“ of its Guilt, and I shall therefore content 
“ Myself with characterizing it as a swind- 
“ ling Bill, drawn and presented by the Se- 
“ cretary of State, to obtain Money on false 
“ Pretences. I consider it as the bitter 
“ Fruit of the Coalition for, after the la- 
“ mentable Consequences that resulted from 
“ the Infraction of the American Charters 
“ by the noble Lord in the blue Ribband, l 
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44 believe he would never have ventured to 
44 attack the Franchises and Property of a 
44 great chartered Company , if he had not 
“ connected himself in impious League with 
44 so daring a Colleague. When he had se- 
“ cured a fit Accomplice, the Plan and 
“ Share of the Plunder being previously 
44 adjusted, it was resolved between them, 
“ to rob the East India Company. J protest 
44 that I nourish no ill Will personally, to 
V either of the Secretaries of State; but I 
“ deprecate and dread the unnatural, incon- 
44 gruous Union of two Individuals, who 
44 never could have been brought to coalesce, 
“ except for the Division of the public Spoils, 
44 and for the Partition of all Power among 
“ themselves; to be followed by the Destruc- 
44 tion of public Freedom, and the Inde- 
44 pendance of this Assembly. The noble 
* Lord possesses, I believe, the most un- 
“ spotted . Integrity: but, Love of Place, 
“ combining with Indolence of natural Dis- 
44 position, led him throughout the whole 
44 Progress of the American Contest, to con- 
44 nive at Men in public Office fleecing the 
44 State, beyond the Example of former 
44 Times. His own Hands were clean; but, 
44 not so those of his Dependants. As a 
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“ private Nobleman, he is formed to be ad- 
‘ mired and beloved. To a rich Vein of 
“ elegant, brilliant, and classic Wit, he joins 
“ easy Manners, unaffected Suavity of Tem- 
“ per, and every amiable or companionable 
“ Quality. Would to Heaven I could com- 
“ mend his Reverence for the Constitution, 
“ his Love of Freedom, and his Zeal for the 
“ Preservation of those Privileges and Frah- 
“ chises, which constitute the Birthright 
“ of Englishmen!” 

This accurate and admirable Portrait, 
sketched by the Hand of a Master who 
well knew the Original, was followed by an 
Apostrophe to Fox, not less calculated to 
attract Attention. “ With the present Col¬ 
league of that noble Lord,” continued 
Wilkes, “ I have acted during many Ses- 
“ sions, in Hostility to him. By his Side I 
“ fought in all the Struggles to repress the 
“ Power of the Crown. With what Admi- 
“ ration have I listened to his manly Elo- 
“ quence, sustained by the Powers of Argu- 
“ ment and Reason! So perfect a Parlia - 
“ mentary Debater , this Assembly has never 
“ beheld / I grieve when I reflect how un- 
“ availing' have been all our ‘Efforts, to pre- 
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“ vent the Dismemberment of so large a 
“ Portion of the Empire, But, I am indig- 
“ nant "when I see the noble Lord occupying 
“ one of the highest Employments, re-con- 
“ ducted to Power, nay, caressed and che- 
“ rished by the very Man who solemnly 
“ engaged to impeach him, as the great 
“ Criminal of State , the Corrupter of Par- 
“ liament, the Author and Contriver of our 
“ national Destruction” 

From every Quarter of the House, the 
keenest Shafts were aimed at the Measure; 
some of which penetrated deep, while others 
only appeared to graze on the Surface; but, 
all left their Impression. While Pitt, power¬ 
fully sustained by Mr. William Grenville, 
and Dundas, attacked it with the Arms of 
Reason; others tried the Operation of Irony 
and Ridicule. Arden, who soon afterwards 
became Solicitor General, on the Change of 
Ministry, clung to it through every Stage 
with great Pertinacity and Spirit, not unac¬ 
companied by legal Ability. The seven Com¬ 
missioners, and their eight Assistant Direc¬ 
tors, were compared by Mr. Wilberforce,. to 
so many Doctors and Apothecaries, sum¬ 
moned for the Purpose of putting the Patient* 
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the East India Company, to Death, accord¬ 
ing to the Rules of Art. Many Members, 
long accustomed to consider Fox, as the Star 
by which they guided their political Course, 
covered him on this Occasion, with Re¬ 
proaches or Maledictions. Martin, a Man, 
who though not distinguished by superior 
intellectual Parts, yielded to none in Probity, 
invoked Curses on the Coalition , as the Grave 
of all Principle. “ When once the present 
“ Bill is passed,” said he, “ Men who think 
“and act independantly, may spare them- 
“ selves the Trouble of coming down to this 
“ Assembly.—I will, however, steadily op- 
“ pose it, as I have done in every former 
“ Stage, till it is sent up to the Peers. I trust, 
“ they will esteem it utterly inconsistent either 
“.with their Justice, or with their Dignity, 
“ to pass such a Bill. But,' even if it should 
“ be otherwise, one Hope is still left us.— 
“ I mean, that His Majesty will refuse his 
“ Assent to so pernicious a Measure.” Mar¬ 
tin did not hesitate to declare, that neither 
Sir George Savile, nor Sir Charles Turner, 
the latter of whom was already dead; and 
the former lay extenuated by Diseases which 
speedily conducted him to the Grave ;-rr 
would, had they been present, have lent any 
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Countenance or Support to the East India 
Bill. 


Sir Richard Hill, to whom Scripture was 
familiar, compared the Secretary’s Conduct 
in affecting to protect and caress the East 
India Company, while he immolated them 
to his Ambition; with the.Treachery of Joab 
to Amasa, who at the Moment that lie pre¬ 
tended to embrace him, stabbed him to the 
Heart. “If,” added Sir Richard, “ I might 
“ present a Gift to him who will have extend* 
“ ed at his Feet, the whole Patronage of the 
“ East, and who by this Bill will be rendered 
“ greater than any Oriental IN abob:—if the 
V Secretary would deign to accept from my 
“ Hands, so small a Boon as a Motto, I will 
“ venture to offer him, “ Non sum qualis eram” 
In more homely Language, destitute of adven¬ 
titious Ornament, Sir Cecil Wray declared 
that the Measure impressed him with Hor¬ 
ror, from its Enormity, Corruption, and per¬ 
nicious Consequences to the State. Some 
of the iinest Passages of Shakspeare, taken 
from his “ Julius Caesar,” were applied by 
Scott and Arden, to Fox, as the new Dicta¬ 
tor , with extraordinary Effect. Powis ac¬ 
cused the Secretary with deceiving himself 
and the House, by Professions of Zeal and 
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Disinterestedness, -which served only as a 
Cover to his ambitious Designs. - “ He still 
“persists,” said Powis, “to maintain'.'the 
“ Purity of his political Principles, and to 
“ bid his deluded Countrymen confide in 
“ his fair Promises. . But, I’ form my Judg- 
“ ment by Measures, not by Men. And by 
“ that Criterion I mean to try all the Sup- 
“ porters of the present enormous Measure, 
“ which aims a mortal Blow at the.Indepen- 
“ dance of Parliament.” Jenkiiisoh, tempe¬ 
rately, but, in Language of Energy, depic¬ 
tured the unconstitutional Nature of the 
Power thus attempted to be set up, which 
must prove subversive of the Royal Pre- ? 
rogative; and from opposite Sides, Fox 
was assailed as the Enemy of his Country, 
who sacrificed to his insatiable Ambition, 
the Fame, the Character, and the Conside¬ 
ration, that he had attained by a long Series 
of public Services. 

Not that he by any Means wanted De¬ 
fenders distinguished for Integrity, as well 
as for legal and parliamentary Ability. Mr. 
Erskine spoke repeatedly, at great Length, 
during the Progress of the Bill, in Support” 
of this obnoxious Measure. His Enemies 
pronounced his Performances tame, and des„ 
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titute of the Animation, which so powerfully 
characterized his Speeches in Westminster 
Hall. They maintained that, however re¬ 
splendent he appeared as an Advocate, while 
addressing a Jury, he fell to the Level of an 
ordinary Man, if not below it, when seated 
on the ministerial Bench; where another 
Species of Oratory was demanded to impress 
Conviction, or to extort Admiration. To 
me, who, having never witnessed his juris¬ 
prudential Talents, could not make any 
such Comparison, he appeared to exhibit 
shining Powers of Declamation. Lee, the 
Attorney General, in a Speech replete with 
that coarse, strong, and illiberal Species 
of Invective; which usually accompanied his 
Addresses to the House; and which always 
appeared to me, more befitting the Robiii- 
hood Society, than accommodated to a Le¬ 
gislative Assembly; treated with indignant 
Contempt, the Repugnance manifested to 
violate the Charter of the East India Com¬ 
pany. He did not even hesitate to describe 
that Charter, esteemed by many Members 
so sacred, and incapable of Subversion ex¬ 
cept by arbitrary Violence, as “ a mere 
“ Skin of Parchment, to which was ap- 
“ pended a Seal of Wax.” This imprudent, 
if not censurable Declaration, coming froin 
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such a Quarter, however qualified or palli¬ 
ated it might be by subsequent Expla¬ 
nations, operated injuriously to Ministers. 
With the same contumelious Levity he spoke 
of his Office, which, he said, “ he valued 
“ riot a Rush;” adding, “ my learned Friend, 
“ (Arden,) should have it To-morrow, if I did 
“ not conceive that by continuing to hold it, 
“ I can be of some Utility to Administra- 
“ tion.” The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
irritated at the severe Animadversions made 
by Mr. Thomas Pitt, on the Violence with 
which Administration had seized on the 
Reins of Government, denied the Charge 
with much Indignation. His Eloquence 
fell however far short of his Feelings, and 
was addressed rather to the moral Sense 
of his Auditors, than it appealed to their 
Understandings, or to their Judgment. 

General Burgoyne, arriving Post from 
Ireland, (spontaneously, as he asserted;) 
and quitting the meaner Duties of Com¬ 
mand er-in-Chief, which Employment he held 
in that Kingdom, in Order to fulfil his high¬ 
er Obligations, as a Legislator at Westmin¬ 
ster; spoke warmly in Favor of the Bill. 
Having, many Years earlier, acted as Chair- 
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man of one of the .first Committees appointed 
by the House, for inquiring into the Affairs 
of the East, he was heard with Attention, 
He confirmed all the Horrors and Enormi¬ 
ties attributed by Burke, to the Europeans 
who governed Asia: Airocities, which the 
General illustrated by a Citation prepared 
for the Purpose, extracted from the Sixth 
iEneid of Virgil, descriptive of the Guilt of 
a powerful Criminal, such as Hastings might 
be esteemed, condemned for his Crimes on 
Earth, to undergo the Pains of Tartarus. 
It did not impress the House as powerfully 
as Arden’s Line frqm Shakspeare, directed 
to Fox, 

It is the bright Day that brings forth the Adder.” 

or as Wilberforce’s Invocation to the.Secre¬ 
tary of State, under the Character of the 
fallen Angel, furnished by Milton. I remem¬ 
ber Burke addressing Lord North, when 
first Minister, in somewhat similar Terms, 
shortly before his Resignation, early in 1782. 
Rigby professing an equal Contempt for 
Quotations from Shakspeare, or from Milton, 
and expressing his Admiration at hearing 
Scripture fail from the Lips of a Lawyer; 
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with none of which Materials for Debate, 
he said, that he came provided; yet pro¬ 
fessed to have furnished himself with some 
Arguments applicable to the Subject tinder 
Discussion. Without Circumlocution, or 
any false Scruples of fastidious Delicacy, he 
declared his utter Disregard of the chartered 
Rights of the Company, which he said, he 
considered “ as a Bugbear, only fit to ihtimi- 
“ date Children.” He even advised their 
Violation, as the primary'Step to all Reform 
in the Administration of India. 


No Individual distinguished himself more 
throughout the whole Progress of these inte¬ 
resting Proceedings, than Sheridan ; whose 
matchless Endowments of Mind, equally 
adapted to Contests of Wit, or of Argument, 
and ever under the Controul of imperturb¬ 
able Temper, enabled him to extend inva¬ 
luable Assistance to the Minister. But, 
neither was Fox wanting to himself, or to 
his Friends. On the contrary, performing 
every Function of a General, and of a private' 
Soldier; combating in the front Ranks; 
leaving no Charge unrepelled, ho Insinuation 
unnoticed, no Argument unrefuted; lie filled 
with Astonishment, as well as with Admira-. 
iion, even those who thought themselves 
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best able to appreciate the Magnitude and 
.Extent of his parliamentary Talents, After 
defending his Bill from the severe Attacks 
of Pitt, he did not disdain or omit to 
answer the Allegations made by various 
Members of inferior Weight. To Powis, to 
Scott, to Dundas, and even to Martin, he 
severally directed the most pointed Replies, 
calculated to justify him, not only as a 
Minister, but, in his individual and moral 
Capacity. Determined on carrying through 
the Bill, without a Moment’s Delay; ap¬ 
prehensive of new. Obstacles arising, every 
Hour, within, as well as without the Walls 
of the House; and seeming to regard Par¬ 
liament as convoked, not for the Purpose of 
Deliberation, but, of Decision; he refused 
to postpone the Measure, even for a single 
Night. Vainly, Scott adjured him, in the 
Language of Desdemona to Othello, f< Kill 
“ me not to-night, my Lord! let me live 
“ but one Day !” The House, towards two' 
o’Clock in the Morning, became so cla¬ 
morous for the Question, that a Division was 
on the Point of taking Place, when an un¬ 
expected Incident prolonged the Discussion, 
and arrested the universal Impatience of the 
Assembly. 
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Mr. Henry Flood, one of the most cele¬ 
brated Orators in the Irish Parliament, 
tvho had just been brought in for the City 
of Winchester; rising for the first Time, 
prepared to speak in the British House 
of Commons. His Appearance produced 
an instant Calm, and he was heard with 
universal Curiosity, while he delivered his 
Sentiments, which were strongly inimical to 
the East India Bill. Though possessing* 
little local, or accurate Information on the 
immediate Subject of Debate, he spoke with 
great Ability and good Sense: but, the slow, 
measured, and sententious Style of Enunci¬ 
ation which characterized his Eloquence, 
however calculated to excite Admiration it 
might be in the Senate of the Sister King-: 
dom, appeared to English Ears, cold, stiff, 
and deficient in some of the best Recom¬ 
mendations to Attention. Unfortunately, 
too, for Flood, one of his own Countrymen, 
Courtenay, instantly opened on him such 
a Battery of Ridicule arid Wit, seasoned 
with Allusions or Reflections of the most 
personal and painful Kind, as seemed to 
overwhelm the new Member. He.made no 
Attempt at Reply, and under these Circum¬ 
stances began the Division. It formed a tri- 
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umphant Exhibition of ministerial Strength, 
the Coalition numbering 208, while only 
102 Persons, of whom I was one, followed 
Pitt into the Lobby. Yet within twelve 
Days afterwards he found himself first Mi¬ 
nister, and so remained for above seventeen 
Years. Meanwhile, the. Secretary never 
relaxed his Exertions, till, having surmount¬ 
ed all' Opposition, he carried up the Bill, 
accompanied by a vast Number of his Adhe¬ 
rents, who participated in his Success, to 
the Bar of the House of Peer?. Its Passage 
through that Assembly being already se¬ 
cured, as he justly conceived, on solid 
Grounds, and the royal Negative never excit- 
ingany Apprehension, the Measure seemed 
apparently to be placed beyond the Reach 
of Fortune. 

‘ bn 

[9th—17th December.] But, with the Ar¬ 
rival of the East India Bill in the House of 
Lords, terminated nevertheless the pros¬ 
perous Career of Ministers. The King; 
whose Opinions and Wishes, however they 
might have been suspected by, or even 
known to a few Persons, were not as yet 
publicly divulged, or clearly ascertained; 
now coming forward, as the Urgency of the 
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Occasion seemed to demand, communicated 
through authentic Channels, his utter Dis¬ 
approbation of the Measure. Lord Temple, 
though one of the first Individuals thus 
authorized, formed by no means the sole or. 
exclusive Medium, through which the Royal 
Pleasure was so signified and circulated; 
Very little Time, in Fact, remained to the 
Sovereign, if he desired to avert the impend¬ 
ing Misfortune. For, the Secretary of State, 
who seems to have been well aware that as 
soon as the Measure was felt and under¬ 
stood, it would excite universal Alarm; had 
betimes secured such a Majority in the 
Upper House, as must speedily have left to 
the Crown no possible Means of Relief, 
except one scarcely known to the British 
Constitution since the Revolution of 1688; 
namely, a Refusal of the Royal Assent 
to the Bill, after its Passage through both 
Houses of Parliament. In this critical Junc¬ 
ture, His Majesty caused such Arguments 
or Expostulations to be offered to many 
Members of the House of Lords, Spiritual, 
as well as Temporal; and the Necessity of 
Resistance was so strongly depictured. by 
his Emissaries, as to overturn all Fox’s Ma¬ 
chinery in an Instant. Proxies given to the 
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Minister, were suddenly revoked; and after 
first leaving the Administration in a ; Minority 
of Eight, upon the Question of Adjourm 
went; the Bill itself was subsequently re¬ 
jected two Days later, by Nineteen Votes. 
One hundred and seventy-one Peers voted 
pn the Occasion, either in Person, or by 
Proxy ; a prodigious Attendance, if we con¬ 
sider the limited Numbers of the British 
Peerage at that Time. 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and of 
York, led the Way, though the former Pre¬ 
late, whose-Connexions,-political and matri¬ 
monial, seemed to connect him with the 
Coalition , had been previously regarded 
as a firm Supporter pf the Measure. The 
latter (Markham,) who was not less a Cour- 
tier than a Scholar, throughout Life always 
kept his Eye constantly fixed on the Throne^ 
Nor can it excite Surprize, that all those 
noble Individuals without Exception, who 
occupied Situations in the Royal House¬ 
hold, pr near the King’s Person, should, 
■yvithout fastidiously hesitating, give the Ex¬ 
ample of Tergiversation. The greater Num¬ 
ber among them, had only assented to the 
East India Bill, on a Supposition, and im- 
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tier the Belief, that it had received the pre¬ 
vious Concurrence or Approbation of His 
Majesty. They abandoned Ministers, and 
joined the Crown; manifesting by their 
Votes, how vast is the. personal Influence of 
the Sovereign, when strenuously exerted, 
over the Members of the Upper House of 
Parliament. The Prince of Wales, who had 
only taken the Oaths and his Seat in that 
Assembly, on the first Day of the Session, 
the 11th of November; when it was moved to 
adjourn on the 15th of December, had voted 
jn Person with the Administration. But, 
having received a Notification of his Father’s 
Disapprobation of the East India Bill, and of 
the whole Conduct of Ministers, he absented 
himself on the second Division, when that 
Measure was finally rejected. Lord Rivers, 
one of the Lords of the King’s Bedchamber, 
who had given his Vote by Proxy to the 
Coalition , on the first Question, withdrew 
it on the Second Division; as did the Earls 
of Hard wick e and of Egremont. Lord Stor¬ 
mont, though as being a. Member of the 
Cabinet, and President of the Council, lie 
had personally supported the Bill on the 
15th, when he considered it as having the 
Sanction of the Crown, yet voted on the 
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other Side, forty-eight Hours afterwards. 
His Uncle, the Earl of Mansfield, who was 
supposed to have influenced, him in this De¬ 
termination, exhibited the same Example. 
Both were present in the first Division, as 
Supporters of the Measure;/and both ap¬ 
peared in the House as Enemies to it, when 
thrown out on the 17th of December. The 
Earl of Oxford, one of. His rMajesty’s most 
antient Servants, who had been near his 
Person more than twenty Years, in the Ca¬ 
pacity of a Lord of the Bedchamber; having 
been induced to support the Coalition 
by his Proxy on the 15th, sent it to the 
opposite Side, on the subsequent Division. 
Fox and Burke, together with many of their 
warmest Adherents, who during the Pro¬ 
gress of the first Debate had remained on 
the Steps of the Throne, in order by their 
Presence to encourage their Friends in the 
Upper House, had the Mortification to wit¬ 
ness the Defeat experienced on that Even¬ 
ing;—a Defeat which served as a Warning of 
its final Destiny. 

The Debates which took Place in the 
Upper House, on the two Questions of Ad¬ 
journment and of Rejection ; however infe- 
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rior an Interest they excited, when compared 
with the Discussions that agitated the House 
of Commons on the same Subject; yet 
strongly arrested national Attention.. Lord 
Thurlow, after reprobating the Bill , and 
treating with contemptuous Ridicule the 
Reports of the “ Select Committee,” on 
which defective or erroneous Foundations, 
the pretended Necessity for the Measure 
rested; declared that “if it passed, the 
“ King would in Fact take the Diadem from 
“ his own Head, and place it on the Head 
“ of Mr. Fox.” In more intemperate Lan¬ 
guage, scarcely befitting so dignified an 
Assembly, the Earl of Abingdon,, a Noble¬ 
man of very eccentric Character, and re¬ 
strained by no Forms of parliamentary De¬ 
corum, while expressing his Abhorrence of 
a Coalition which had given Birth to this 
political Monster; qualified Charles James 
Fox by Name, as “a Mountebank Secretary 
“ of State, accustomed formerly to ascend 
“ the Stages at Covent Garden, and at West- 
“ minster Hall, from which he harangued 
“ the Mob; but, now calling himself the 
“ Minister of the People, though animated 
“ by the criminal Ambition of Cromwell, 
“ and aiming at regal Power.” He even 
vol. hi. 2 Q 
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accused the Secretary with exceeding in 
Violence, by his Seizure of the East India 
Company’s Charter, the worst Acts of those 
Tyrants, Charles the Second, and his Bro¬ 
ther James. With great Pertinacity, the 
Duke of Richmond pointed out the Injus¬ 
tice of the Measure: nor did the Ties of 
Consanguinity which connected him with 
Pox, prevent him from severely arraigning 
the recent Grant of a Pension of one thou¬ 
sand Pounds a Year, made to Sir William 
Gordon ; in Order, by vacating his Seat for 
Portsmouth, that he might enable Govern¬ 
ment to introduce Mr. Erskine into the 
House of Commons, at this critical June-, 
ture. Unsolicited, and unconnected with 
Party, Lord Camden entered his . strong- 
protest against such an Infraction of all Law 
on the. Part of Administration, by bringing 
forward an Act, not, as it professed to be, of 
Regulation, but, of rapacious Confiscation. 

Ministers, thus powerfully assailed, if they 
exhibited the Talents, by no means displayed 
the Energies; exerted by their Opponents. 
Lord Loughborough, on whom devolved the 
principal Weight of defending the Govern¬ 
ment, found himself ill supported in that 
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Attempt. The Speaker, Lord Mansfield, 
voted indeed with Administration on the 
Question of Adjournment; but remained 
altogether silent, and extended no active 
Assistance. Conscious that his Colleagues 
had lost the Confidence of the King, the 
Duke of Portland alluded with Warmth, in 
the Course of Debate, to Lord Temple’s re¬ 
cent Audience of the Sovereign, which he 
denounced as a Violation of the Constitution. 
But, that Nobleman avowing the Fact, and 
justifying it as the Privilege of an hereditary 
Counsellor of the Crown, to offer Advice, 
called on the Duke to bring forward against 
him a specific Charge. Lord Shelburne, 
though he once, 1 believe, attended in his 
Place, took no Part whatever in the Discus¬ 
sions, nor ever voted on the Question, either 
in Person, or by Proxy: —a Line of Con¬ 
duct, which, when we consider that he had 
been expelled from Power by the Coalition , 
only a few Months earlier, opejied a wide 
Field for political Speculation, on the Mo¬ 
tives of his Silence or Secession. 

It will be readily admitted, that if we try 
the Conduct of George the Third, in per¬ 
sonally interposing to influence the Debates, 
2q 2 
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and to render himself Master of the Deli¬ 
berations of the. upper House, by the Spirit 
of our Constitution, as fixed since the Ex¬ 
pulsion of Janies the Second ; it appears at 
first Sight, subversive of every Principle of 
political Freedom. Such an ill-timed and 
imprudent Interference, had in Fact laid the 
Foundation of all the Misfortunes of Charles 
the First; But, the same Line of Conducts 
which in 1641 excited general Indignation, 
in 1783 awakened no Sentiment of national 
Condemnation. On the contrary, the King’s 
Position being perfectly understood ; the. Im¬ 
possibility of his Extrication from the Minis¬ 
terial Toils wound about him, appeared so 
clearly demonstrated, unless by a decided 
personal Effort to arrest the Bill in its Pro¬ 
gress through the House of Lords, that the 
Country at large affixed its Sanction to the 
Act. There were, nevertheless, it must be 
admitted, many Individuals who thought 
that the royal Disapprobation should have 
been earlier signified ; and who inclined to 
accuse the King of something like Duplicity 
or Deception, in his Treatment of Adminis¬ 
tration. We must however candidly allow, 
that he was not bound to observe any Mear 
sures of scrupulous Delicacy, with Men who 
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had entered his Cabinet by Violence, who 
held him in Bondage, and who meditated 
to render that Bondage perpetual. Nor was 
it easy for him to discover and to detect, 
by the Force of his own Intellect, without 
legal Assistance, the Invasions on his Inde¬ 
pendence and Prerogative, contained in the 
Provisions of the Bill, as originally sub¬ 
mitted to him; till they were exposed and 
made manifest, by the Discussions that took 
Place in the House of Commons; The Ra¬ 
pidity .with which it was carried up to the 
Peers, and the little Delay which Fox evi¬ 
dently meant it should there Undergo, before 
it was presented for his Concurrence, left 
him no Option in his Line of Conduct, and 
very little Time for Action. These Reasons 
exculpated and justified an Interference, ap¬ 
parently so irreconcileable with the Genius 
of the British Constitution. A Fact not 
generally known, but, not the less true, is, 
that His Majesty was advised, and had taken 
the Resolution, if the Bill had actually 
passed the House of Lords, to have never¬ 
theless refused to it the Royal Assent. He 
would then have instantly changed his Mi¬ 
nisters, dissolved.the Parliament, and thrown 
himself for Protection upon his People,: 
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Those Persons wh6 have had the best Op¬ 
portunities of knowing his Character, and 
appreciating his Firmness under the most 
alarming or distressful Circumstances, while 
sustained by the Conviction of acting right; 
will not doubt or disbelieve the Fact. Nor 
would the Nation, probably, have con¬ 
demned his Conduct, or have delivered him 
up again into the Hands of the Coalition. 
Happily however, the middle Line which 
lie adopted, prevented the Necessity of re¬ 
curring to such painful Extremities. 

■ { ; 

[17th December.] Though Fox’s Bill was 
thus rejected by the upper House, he still 
remained, together with Lord North, in Pos¬ 
session of their respective Offices, no Change 
whatever in Administration having yet taken 
Place. Fox even delivered, as Secretary of 
State, from the Treasury Bench, the most 
bitter and animated Philippic ever pro¬ 
nounced within the Walls of the House of 
Comriions; in the Course of which, he dealt 
out every Accusation against the Sovereign, 
and those Members of the House of Peers; 
the Praetorian Bands, or rather the Janiza¬ 
ries , as he denominated them; who had 
strungled the Measure by their Sultan’s 
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Order. Nor did he hesitate to compare the 
Paper intrusted by his Majesty to Lord 
Temple, which had operated such injurious 
Effects to the Administration, with the Re¬ 
script of Tiberius sent to the Roman Senate 
from Capraea, for the Condemnation of Se- 
janus, unheard in his Defence, and without 
adducing Proofs of his Guilt. In classic 
Language, and in the Words of Juvenal, he 
reprobated such an Interference, as wholly 
destructive of the British Constitution. 

The whole of this Debate formed one of 
the most curious and singular Scenes ever 
witnessed; the Ministers being virtually out 
of Office, though still occupying their official 
Seats; while Pitt and. his Friends, though 
nominally in Opposition, in Fact possessed 
the royal Confidence. Fox anticipated in¬ 
deed with Certainty, the total Rejection of 
his Bill in the upper House: but, as the 
Peers sate late before' the Division took 
Place, the Fact was riot knowri at the Hour 
when the Secretary made his memorable 
Philippic. The Proceedings in the House of 
Commons, were opened with a sort of mock 
Solemnity, calculated to give them a Degree 
of dramatic Effect; the Mace being sent 
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round, on a Request made to the Speaker, 
for the Purpose, to summon the Attendance 
of all Members found in the adjacent Rooms. 
This extraordinary Mandate from the Chair, 
so unusual, was designed to spread Alarm, 
as if the Privileges of the House were in¬ 
vaded by the unconstitutional Influence or 
Interference of the Crown. Precedents were 
sought for and found, for the Vote proposed 
to be adopted, in the Year 1640, when 
the Conduct of Charles the First was said 
to exhibit a striking Conformity with the 
Act of George the Third, in thus person¬ 
ally exerting himself through various noble 
Individuals, to throw out the East India 
Bill. The Elements of the Business being 
arranged and prepared, a second Motion 
was proposed from the ministerial Side of 
the House, reprobating, as “ subversive of 
“ the Constitution, the Attempt to report 
“ any Opinion of his Majesty upon a de- 
“ pending Bill, with a View to influence 
“ Members.” Its Object being to designate 
and to criminate Lord Temple, who had 
exerted himself more than any other Peer 
in circulating the royal Wishes, the Pro¬ 
position was strongly opposed by Mr. Wil¬ 
liam Grenville, that Nobleman’s youngest 
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Brother. He called on the Accuser to stand 
forth, and to make good the Charge. 

Pitt, after treating with Derision the pre¬ 
paratory Formalities, which introduced the 
Resolution then submitted to the House, de¬ 
manded on what Ground the Assertion itself 
reposed, except upon vague Surmise, or com¬ 
mon Rumour? Fox now came forward for 
the last Time in his ministerial Capacity, and 
in a Speech of unreasonable Length, but, of 
prodigious Energy, accompanied with more 
than ordinary Asperity of Language, he en¬ 
deavoured to rally his disheartened Troops; 
among whom, many already began to per¬ 
ceive that they had committed themselves, 
on erroneous.Suppositions, beyond their In¬ 
tention. We may indeed safely assume, that 
only a small Proportion of the five Hundred 
and fifty-eight Members who then composed 
the lower House of Parliament, possessed 
Ability, Industry, and Leisure sufficient, ill 
Addition to local Knowledge, for enabling 
them to weigh in their own Scales, the East 
India Bill:—a Measure of so complex and 
comprehensive a Nature in itself; and at 
that Time, not at all generally understood 
throughout the Kingdom. Fox’s Followers, 
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it is true, were for the most Part, zealously 
aud personally attached to him, as their sole 
Leader, round whom they rallied, in, or out 
of Power. But, Lord North counted many 
Adherents, who, in supporting his Mea¬ 
sures, believed that they were maintaining 
the Government, and:looked more to the 
Minister, than to the Man. Various Indi¬ 
viduals held Offices in the royal Household, 
or about the Court; among which Descrip¬ 
tion of Members, a great Defection must 
naturally be expected. Such was the State 
of that Assembly on the Night of the 17th of 
December; one of the most extraordinary to 
•be found in our History! 

“ The Deliberations of this Evening,” ob¬ 
served Fox, when he rose, “ must decide 
“ whether we are to be henceforward Free- 
“ men or Slaves; whether this House is the 
“ Palladium of Liberty, or the Engine of 
“ Despotism ; whether we are prospectively 
“ to exercise any Functions of our own, or 
“ to become the mere Echo of secret Influ- 
“ ence.—I trust, Englishmen will be as jea- 
“ lous of that Influence, as superior to open 
“ Violence.—The Bill, though matured by 
“ all the Abilities of this House, and though 
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“ supported by nearly two to one, on every 
“ Division during its Progress, will in all 
“ Probability be lost elsewhere. By whom? 
“ By an independent Majority? 3\o! By 
“ the Votes of the Lords of the Bed-cham- 
“ ber.” After exhausting his Resentment 
on those noble Persons, who had, as he 
asserted, “ forfeited by their Conduct, every 
“ Claim to the Character of Gentlemen, and 
“ degraded the characteristic Independence 
“ of the Peerage, as well as vilified the 
“ British Legislature in the Eyes of all 
“Europe,” the Secretary diverged to other 
Topics of Declamation. “ On what Foun- 
“ dation,” demanded he, “ do the Ministers 
“ stand, who come into Office by Means of 
“ secret Influence? Have they not a Halter 
“ about their Necks ? They hold their Ein- 
“ ployments, not at the Option of the So- 
“ vereign, but, of . the very Reptiles who 
“burrow under the Throne. What Man 
“ would stoop to such Humiliation! Boys, 
“ without Judgment, Experience, or Know- 
“ ledge of the World, may thus precipi- 
“ tately follow the. headlong Course of Am- 
“ bition, and vault into the Seat, while the 
“ Reins are committed to other Hands: but, 
ft the Minister who can submit to such De- 
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“ gradation, and the Country which tole- 
“ rates it, must be mutual Curses to each 
“ other.” 

Having thus depictured Pitt’s Position, 
Fox turned round upon Jenkinson. “ Dur¬ 
ing the Interregnum of the last Spring,” 
observed he, “ I never had a Doubt, with 
V whom that disgraceful Suspension of Go- 
vernment originated. In like Manner, no 
“ sooner were pretended Grounds of Objec- 
“ tion statpd to the East India Bill,: than 
“ I instantly looked to the same Quarter. 

- The same dark and mysterious Cabal 
which then invested the Throne, mislead- 

“ ing the royal Mind with unworthy Arts, 
“ has been once more employed to perform 

- a similar Part. But, will this enlightened 
“ Country revert to those Ages, when Prin- 
“ ces were Tyrants, Ministers were Mini- 
“ ons, and Government only Intrigue ?—^Eor 
“ God’s Sake, in every Case strangle us not 
“in the very Moment when we look for 
“Success, by an infamous Band of Bed¬ 
-chamber Janizaries!—When the Hour ar¬ 
rives, and it may not be very distant, 
“ which shall dismiss me from the public 
--Service, I will not imitate the Example 
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‘‘ set me by the late Chancellor of the 
“ Exchequer, of lingering in Office, after the 
“ national Voice calls on me to be gone* 

“ I did not come in by the Fiat of Majesty, 

“ though by that Fiat I am, not reluctant to 
“go out. I ever stood, and wish only to 
“ stand, on public Ground.—-T7ie People of 
“ England have made me what I am. It 
“ was by their Partiality I have been called 
“ to a Station in their Service. Perhaps it 
“ would not be treating them well, hastily or 
“ precipitately to abandon the Post which 
“ they have confided to me.” Pox concluded 
nevertheless this Harangue, one of the most 
violent ever pronounced in my Time, within 
the Walls of the House, by an Encomium 
on the very Sovereign whose Service he was 
about to quit, and on whom he had thrown 
out so many severe Reflections. “ No Man,” 
said he, “ venerates him more than I do, foi* 
“ his personal and domestic Virtues.” But* 
as he subjoined, that “ the present Genera- 
“ tion regarded his Majesty for the virtuous 
“ Example which he exhibited, and Posterity 
“ would long adore him for his Progeny” 
Pepper Arden did not.fail to remark, .that 
Fox’s Veneration for the Sovereign arose 
principally from Attachment to his Posterity . 
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Vainly, nevertheless, Pitt urged him to 
retire, and thus to anticipate his Dismis¬ 
sion from Employment. Content with ren¬ 
dering the Majority of the House subser¬ 
vient to his Views, by passing various Reso¬ 
lutions, calculated not only to stigmatize 
the late Interference of the Crown; but, in¬ 
tended at the same Time to prevent the In¬ 
terruption of their Deliberations, by any Act 
of Prerogative; all which Motions he carried 
by a Majority of more than two to one; the 
Coalition Ministers refused to give in their 
Resignation. Under these Circumstances, 
which called for Decision, the King dis¬ 
played no Irresolution. Conscious that he 
had advanced too far to recede, either with 
Honor or with Benefit, he passed the whole 
of the 18th of December, in making Dis¬ 
positions for the Formation of a new Cabinet; 
and finding, at a late Hour of the Evening, 
that the two Secretaries of State still de¬ 
clined to resign, he signified to them, by 
a Messenger, that he had no further Occa¬ 
sion for their Services. They received at 
the same Time, Information, that a personal 
Interview would be disagreeable to him; and 
were ordered to deliver up the Seals of their 
respective Departments, through the Me- 
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dium of the two Under-Secretaries, Fraser 
and Nepean. Mr. Fox immediately com¬ 
plied; but, Lord North having deposited 
the Seal of his Office in the Hands of his 
Son, Colonel North, one of his Under-Secre¬ 
taries, who could no where be found for 
a considerable Time; the King waited pa¬ 
tiently at St. James’s, till it should be 
brought to him. Mr. Pollock, first Clerk 
in Lord North’s Office, who had already 
retired to rest, being called out of his Bed, 
in consequence of the Requisition from His 
Majesty, went in Search of Colonel North. 
After a long Delay, he was found, and 
produced, the Seal; which being brought to 
the King about One o’Clock in the Morn¬ 
ing, he delivered it into Lord Temple’s 
Hands, and then returned to the Queen’s 
House. 

[19th December.] On the ensuing Day, it 
being indispensable to form a Government 
with the least possible Delay, Mr.- Pitt, 
notwithstanding his Youth, was placed at 
the. Head of the new Cabinet, as first Lord 
of the .Treasury* and Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer ; an Instance without Precedent in 
our Annals, and which will probably never 
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be again realized ! Lord Boliftgb'roke, then 
Mr. St. John, had indeed, under Queen 
Anne, been made r Secretary at War, as early 
in Life; and we have since seen Lord Henry 
Petty, now Marquis of Lansdown, at about 
the Same Age, raised to the Chancellorship 
of the Exchequer* in 1806, after Mr. Pitt’s 
Decease. But r there is a wide Interval, from 
either of the above Examples, to the Eleva¬ 
tion before ns. If we reflect' likewise on the 
decided Majority against which Pitt had to 
contend in the House of Commons, con¬ 
ducted by such Energies and Talents as 
Pox possessed; we may be tempted, on 
first Consideration, to accuse him of Impru¬ 
dence and Temerity. The Event neverthe¬ 
less proved, that in accepting Employment, 
under all the Disadvantages here enume¬ 
rated, he had maturely weighed the Peril 
and the Consequences. Other Impediments, 
not less serious, presented themselves in the 
interior of the Cabinet recently formed; where 
Lord Temple insisted on the immediate Dis¬ 
solution of Parliament, as a Step necessary 
to their, ministerial Preservation, if not even 
to their personal Safety. But, Pitt, with 
consummate Judgment, while he retained in 
his own Hands so powerful an Engine, 
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which, he held suspended over the House of 
Commons, abstained from using it, till the 
Progress of Affairs should justify the Inter¬ 
position. Conscious that no Act of the Royal 
Prerogative, could be more generally repug¬ 
nant to the Inclinations of the Members of the 
lower House, than a Dissolution before they 
had sat half the Period for which they had 
been elected, he resisted Lord Temple’s Pro¬ 
position ; who, in Consequence immediately 
resigned, only three Days after his Appoint¬ 
ment : thus involving the half-formed Ad¬ 
ministration in Confusion and Embarrass¬ 
ment,- not wholly exempt even from some 
Degree of Ridicule and of Danger. Never 
did any Ministry commence its Career under 
a more inauspicious and apparently despe¬ 
rate Predicament, which was destined so 
long to retain Possession of the Reins of 
Power! 


Pepper Arden having moved Pitt’s Writ 
for the Borough of Appleby, Dundas, act¬ 
ing as his Delegate while he could not be 
personally present in the House, endeavour¬ 
ed to. induce that Assembly to meet on the 
subsequent Day, (Saturday, the 20th of De¬ 
cember,) in order to expedite the Passage of 
vol. in. 2 R 
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the Land Tax. But, Fox, now out of Office, 
affecting to suppose that an immediate Dis¬ 
solution of Parliament impended, perempto¬ 
rily refused liis Gonsent to the Proposition. 
He observed, that “ though he did not deny 
“ the Right of the Grown to dissolve, yet no 
“ Person would venture to say, such a Pre- 
*“ togative ought to be exercised, merely to 
“ suit the Convenience of an ambitious young 
“ Man” Lord Mulgrave, who not long 
afterwards became Joint Paymaster of the 
Forces under the new Ministry, supported 
Mr. DundaS.; and in the Course of his 
Speech expressed great Pleasure, that “ a 
“ Faction which had too long maintained 
“ Possession of Power, was at length driven 
“ from Place.” Lord North and Fox being 
Seated close to each other on the Opposition 
Bench, sustained by a very numerous At¬ 
tendance of their Friends, constituting an 
undisputed Majority of the Members pre¬ 
sent; a loud and general Laugh arose among 
them, at the Word Faction. “ I am glad/” 
resumed Lord Mulgrave, “ to find that Gen- 
“ tlemen are so merry upon their Misfortune. 
“ I still however rejoice that their Power 
“ is extinct. Not that I mean,” looking at 
Lord North, “ 1 am glad to see my noble 
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“ Friend in the blue Ribband, out of Em- 
“ ployment. I respect his Character. I too 
“ well know his Integrity and Abilities, not 
“ to wish that he were in Office. 1 but I la- 
“ ment to behold him in such bad Company.” 
Kenyon likewise spoke on the same Side, 
with his characteristic Disregard of all per¬ 
sonal Objects or Interests, though he was 
made Attorney General only a few Days 
afterwards, for the second Time. <£ I am 
££ neither in the Secrets of those Persons 
“ who are just dismissed,” said he, “ nor of 
“ their Successors; and therefore I cannot 
“ know whether Parliament will, or will 
“ not be dissolved. If a Dissolution should 
“ take Place, I am ignorant whether I may 
“ have a Seat in the next House of Com- 
“ mons. Nor, indeed, do I wish it. But, 
“ be that as it may, I will support the Pro- 
“ position of Mr. Dundas, because the most 
“ fatal Consequences to public Credit must 
“ ensue, if the Land Tax does not speedily 
“pass.” Lord North answered both Ken¬ 
yon and Lord Mulgrave, with his accus¬ 
tomed Suavity, Wit, and Powers of Argu¬ 
ment: but Fox holding fast the Supre? 
macy which he possessed over the House, 
refused to permit the Assembly to meet 
2 r 2 
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on the following Day. Nor did Dundas 
venture on a Division, well knowing how 
decided a Superiority of Numbers the Coa¬ 
lition could command within those Walls. 
An Adjournment then took Place. 

[20th and 21st December.] Meanwhile the 
Sovereign proceeded to constitute a new 
Administration; but, even after >Lord Tem¬ 
ple’s Resignation, when the Cabinet was at 
length compleated, Pitt might be said to 
constitute its whole Strength in one House; 
as Lord Thurlow equally sustained the 
Weight of Government in the other Assem* 
bly. The great Seal was entrusted to the 
latter, for the fourth Time under the Reign 
of George the Third. Lord Gower, made 
President of the Council, and the Duke of 
Rutland, who was appointed Privy Seal; 
brought indeed collectively a considerable 
Accession of Parliamentary Interest and 
Connexions; but, could boast only a very 
Scanty Addition of Eloquence, or of Talents. 
The new Secretaries of State, Lord Sydney, 
a;nd the Marquis of Carmarthen, even if 
their Abilities had been of the most.brilliant 
Descriptionan Assertion which assuredly 
could not be made consistently with Truth ; 
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r-yet were both Members of the House of 
Peers: a Disadvantage only to be surmount¬ 
ed by Pitt’s taking on himself, the. whole 
Weight of Business in the House of Com¬ 
mons, and thus uniting in some Measure in 
his own Person, the Defence of every De¬ 
partment. Lord Howe,, restored to the 
Head of the Admiralty, was re-admitted 
into the Cabinet; and the Duke of Rich¬ 
mond returned to the Ordnance: but no 
Mention was ever made of Lord Shelburne, 
for any Place in the Administration. He 
seemed to be completely extinct in the pub¬ 
lic Recollection. 

Sir George Howard obtained the Com¬ 
mand of the Forces; but, neither, he, nor 
the Duke of Richmond, were taken into the 
Cabinet. The new Commander-in-Chief, a 
Man of almost gigantic Stature and Propor¬ 
tions, who had long been decorated with the 
Order of the Bath , was universally esteemed; 
himself highly bred, an accomplished Cour¬ 
tier, and a gallant Soldier: but, like Sir 
John Irwine, of whom I have had Occasion 
to speak, he owed his military Elevation and 
Employments, more perhaps to royal Favor, 
than to any distinguished Talents, or profes¬ 
sional Services. He was one of the Repre- 
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sentatives for the Town of Stamford. His 
legitimate Descent from, or Alliance by Con¬ 
sanguinity with the Dukes of Norfolk, not¬ 
withstanding the apparent Evidence of his 
Name, was, 1 believe, not established on 
incontestable Grounds. He attained, as did 
General Conway, not many Years after-, 
wards, to the Hank of Field Marshal; a 
Dignity of which the British Service had an¬ 
tecedently furnished Only a few Examples. 
For the Embassy to Paris, the Duke of Dor* 
Set was selected by Pitt. As he honoured 
me with his Friendship down to the Close 
of his Life, or rather till he survived himself, 
it may be naturally expected that I should 
say a few Words respecting him. He was 
the Son of Lord John Sackville, elder Bro¬ 
ther of Lord George; and succeeded colla¬ 
terally to the Title, on the Demise of his 
Uncle, Charles, second Duke of Dorset, 
mentioned so frequently in “ DodiOgton’s 
Diary,” as the Earl of Middlesex. The 
Duke, when named Embassador to Ver¬ 
sailles, had nearly attained his fortieth Year. 
His Person, if not handsome, was highly 
agreeable; his Features, pleasing; the Ex¬ 
pression of his Countenance, noble, .and in¬ 
teresting ; his Manners soft, quiet, ingra¬ 
tiating, and formed for a Court; destitute . 
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of all Affectation, but, not deficient in Dig¬ 
nity. He displayed indeed, neither shining 
Parts, nor superior Abilities, Yet, as he 
possessed good Sense, matured by Know¬ 
ledge of the World, had travelled over a 
considerable Part of Europe, and had ini- 
proved his Understanding by an extensive 
Acquaintance ‘with Mankind, he was well 
calculated for such a Mission. He had 
passed much Time in Italy, where he im¬ 
bibed a strong Passion for all the Pine. Arts, 
and a Predilection for Men of Talents and 
Artists a Taste which he indulged. even 
beyond the Limits of his Fortune, and in 
the Gratification of which, lie manifested that 
he inherited some of the Qualities of his 
celebrated Ancestor, Charles, Earl of Dor¬ 
set. But, the Mediocrity of his Estate, when 
contrasted with his high Hank, imposed 
Limits on the Liberality of his Disposi¬ 
tion. Considered as Embassador to France, 
though he could not sustain a Comparison 
for diplomatic Ability, or Strength of Intel¬ 
lect, with the Earl of Stair, or with the first 
Horace Walpole, Brother of Sir Robert, who 
had represented the English Sovereign, at 
the Courts of Louis the Fourteenth and Fif¬ 
teenth; he might at least be regarded as 
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equal in Talents, to any of the Noblemen 
who had filled that Office during the last 
Years of George the Second, or under the 
Reign of George the Third; if we except, 
as we must do, Lord Stormont. To Marie 
Antoinette, the French Queen, the Duke of 
Dorset rendered himself highly acceptable, 
possessed her Esteem, and enjoyed some De¬ 
gree of her.personal Favor;—Circumstances 
by no Means unessential to a Man placed in 
his public Situation, as that Princess per¬ 
formed a much more important Part in the 
Cabinet and Councils of Louis the Sixteenth, 
than did the two Queens, her immediate 
Predecessors. Maria Theresa, Daughter of 
Philip the Fourth, King of Spain, who es¬ 
poused Louis the Fourteenth; and Maria 
Leczinska, Consort of his Successor, pos¬ 
sessed throughout their whole Lives, no 
Shadow of political Power or Interest. 
Marie Antoinette’s Protection, aided by his 
Connexion with the Polignacs, had sufficed 
to procure for the Count d’Adhemar, at the 
Conclusion of Peace, the Embassy to the 
Court of England: but he was far inferior in 
every Accomplishment of Mind and of .Mam 
ners, to the Duke of Dorset. 
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Mr. Arden became Solicitor General. Na¬ 
ture has seldom cast a human Being in a less 
elegant or pleasing Mould. Even Dunning’s 
Person would have gained by a Comparison 
with Arden’s, Figure and Countenance. Nor 
were his legal. Talents more conspicuous in 
the general Estimation of the Bar. But, his 
early Acquaintance with Pitt, which Time 
had matured into Friendship, covered or 
concealed every jurisprudential Deficiency. 
That powerful. Protection, in Defiance of 
Lord Thurlow’s avowed Dislike, or rather. 
Antipathy,, conducted the new Solicitor Ge¬ 
neral rapidly to the Honors and Dignities of 
the Law ; finally placing him, where almost 
all those Individuals patronized by the Mi¬ 
nister, found their ultimate Repose, in the 
House of Peers. He possessed no mean 
Talents for Debate, and displayed not only 
Ardour, but, Ability in the Defence of his 
Friends. When Fox, at this very Time pro¬ 
posed that a Resolution should be adopted, 
declaring any Minister criminal who should 
advise His Majesty to dissolve the Parlia¬ 
ment, Arden instantly stood up to repro¬ 
bate such Doctrine. “ What Impediment,” 
exclaimed he, “ can be opposed to the just 
“ Prerogative of .the Crown?. A Resolution 
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“ of this House? He must be indeed a timid 
“ Minister, unfit to govern this great Coun- 
“ try, who can be deterred from advising a 
“ Dissolution, by any Terror of such a Na¬ 
ture. Is this House of Commons to judge 
“ upon a Question of their own Continuance, 
“ or Annihilation ? That Measure is not td 
“ be tried before such Judges. It will be 
“ determined by another House within these 
“ Walls ; and They may possibly applaud; 
“ instead of censuring or condemning the 
“ Resolution. I admit that it is no light 
“ Matter to advise such a Step: but, the 
“ Individuals who are to be annihilated by 
“ its Operation, are of all others the least 
“ proper to decide respecting it/’ Fox re* 
plied, that “ he must be a hold Minister in* 
“ deed, who should dare to despise the 
“ Voice of the People.” But, Arden rose a 
second Time, and while he admitted that 
the People merited every Attention, when 
their Opinion was solemnly or clearly pro¬ 
nounced, maintained, and distinctly repeated 
his original Declaration. It must likewise 
be allowed, that no Man in Parliament, had 
given a more pertinacious and unremitting 
Opposition to Fox’s East India Bill, than 
Arden. The last Blow aimed at it, before it 
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passed the lower House, came from his 
Lips. .For, I recollect, that after that ob¬ 
noxious Measure had been carried, on the 
third Reading, by a Majority of more than 
two to one; the Solicitor General, Mansfield, 
having risen to move for Leave to bring up a 
Clause, declaring it to be a Public Pill; 
Arden exclaimed, that “ he had no Ob¬ 
jection: but, that he was not surprized at 
“ its having escaped his learned Friend’s 
“ Memory, as every other Person considered 
“ the Bill to be a Private Job With that 
Stigma impressed on the Measure, Fox, 
regardless of the Sarcasm, bore it in Triumph 
to the Bar of the .Lords. 

The King’s Table, covered with Badges 
of Office, Seals, Wands, and Gold Sticks, 
profusely given in by the Adherents of the 
dismissed Ministers, presented an extraordi¬ 
nary Spectacle. Among the foremost to 
testify his ministerial Fidelity, the Honorable 
Charles Greville, next Brother to the Earl of 
Warwick, resigned his Office of Treasurer of 
the Household. Possessing, like his Uncle, 
Sir William Hamilton, an elegant Mind, and 
a Taste for many Branches of the fine Arts, 
which Pursuit had carried him into Expen- 
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c^s beyond the Bounds of severe Prudence; 
his Resignation of such an Employment 
could not therefore be to him in any Sense, 
a Matter of Indifference. I have heard Mr. 
Greville, whom I very particularly knew, 
often say, that the King most kindly expos¬ 
tulated with him, when he entered the Closet 
to lay down his Place, and urged him by no 
Means to commit an Act so unnecessary; 
the Treasurership of the Household being, 
not a ministerial, but, a personal Situation in 
the Family of the Sovereign. I ought like¬ 
wise to add that Fox, who well knew Mr. 
Greville’s private Embarrassments, had, with 
a Liberality of Mind truly noble, exhorted 
him to retain his Post; absolving him at 
the same Time from all Considerations of 
a political Kind. But, his Feelings of 
Honor were too delicate, to permit of his 
following either the Suggestions of Conve¬ 
nience, the Exhortations of Fox, or the Ex¬ 
postulations of his Sovereign. He retired 
for several Years from Court, and from 
public Life, into comparative Obscurity. 

Lord Hinchingbrook, less scrupulous, and 
perhaps with better Sense, instead of quitting 
his Office of Master of the Buck Hounds; 
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though his Father, the Earl of Sandwich, 
followed the Fortunes of the Coalition; 
wisely abandoned that obnoxious Party, and 
declined to give in his Resignation. Sir 
George Yonge went back to his Office of 
Secretary at War, which he had held under 
Lord Shelburne’s Administration; a Post 
that seemed to be hereditary in his Family; 
his Father, Sir William Yonge, having occu¬ 
pied it with much Distinction, under the 
Reign of George the Second. Sir William, 
who performed no inconsiderable Part in the 
political Annals of that Period, was equally 
distinguished likewise in another Line, 
among the Men of Wit, Pleasure, and 
Gallantry. Lady Vane makes honorable 
Mention of him, in those Memoirs of her 
Life, which Smollet has inserted in the third 
Volume of his “ Peregrine Pickle.’’ I have 
heard Lord Sackville say, who remembered 
Sir William Yonge, that, when Secretary at 
War, having waited officially on John, Duke 
of Argyle, then Commander-in-Chief of the 
Forces, in Order to make his Report on a 
Matter of Business; the Duke kept him 
standing, while he himself remained seated 
for a considerable Time. Their ministerial 
Conference being etoded, he immediately-re- 
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quested Sir William to take a Chair. “ No, 
“ Sir,” replied he, “ if the Secretary at War 
“ is not worthy to sit down in the Presence 
“ of the Commander-in-Chief; it would be 
“ altogether unbecoming Sir William Yonge, 
“ to be seated in Company with the Duke 
“ of Argyle.” So saying, he abruptly quitted 
tlie Room. Sir George Yonge, with whom 
I was much acquainted, did not want 
Talents, and he maintained his Place in a 
Debate, though he possessed no Pretension 
to Eloquence: but, in parliamentary Capa¬ 
city, I always considered him as inferior to 
his Father. 

[22d—24th December.] Meanwhile Fox, 
who remained, completely Master of the 
House of Commons, where Mr. Pitt could 
not even appear during the Time necessary 
for his Re-election; might be said to sway 
with absolute Power, the Deliberations of 
that Assembly. His first Cares were directed 
to prevent either a Prorogation, or a Disso¬ 
lution of Parliament, by adopting Resolu¬ 
tions calculated to render each of those Pro¬ 
ceedings, difficult and dangerous to Minis¬ 
ters. Having consented to pass the Land 
Tax Bill, for which Act of Compliance with 
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public Necessity, he assumed no ordinary 
Merit, as a Proof of his Superiority to all 
interested or factious Views, he made a full 
Display of his Omnipotence. within those 
Walls. Nor could all the Assurances given 
by Mr. Dundas from the Treasury Bench, 
though confirmed by Mr. Bankes, the Friend 
and Representative of the: new First Minis¬ 
ter ; declaring by his express Authority, that 
-lie would neither advise such an Act of Pre¬ 
rogative, nor would continue in Office, if the 
Crown had Recourse to it; prevail on Fox 
to allow of an; Adjournment for the Christmas 
Recess, till he had voted, without experi¬ 
encing any Impediment, an Address to the 
Throne, of the most criminating Nature, 
which was ordered to be presented by the 
whole House. Affecting, to consider Pitt as 
a mere Creature of secret Influence, the 
Child of the back Stairs, Fox treated 
Bankes’s reiterated Protestations in the 
Name of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
with the most insulting and contemptuous 
Levity or Disregard. “ As far as that Gen- 
“ tleman’s private. Character is concerned,” 
said Fox, “ I would readily take his Word ; 
“ but, to speak plainly, if I was, myself, in 
“ the Situation which lie now fills, knowing 
“ as much as I do of the Power of secret 
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“Influence, I would not ask any Man to 
“ take my Word. Because, at the very 
“ Moment when I might be engaged in de- 
“ daring that Parliament would not be dis- 
“ solved, that very Measure might be deter- 
“ mined on, in Consequence of secret Ad- 
“ vice.—It is the Duty of the House to banish 
“ that pernicious and baneful Agent, secret 
“ Influence, for ever from about the Throne.” 
Bankes still pressing the Point, and repeal¬ 
ing, that “ if any Idea of proroguing or dis- 
“ solving Parliament should be entertained 
“ anywhere, Mr. Pitt would instantly resign 
Fox replied, “ I have no Doubt that he 
“ might act spiritedly on the Occasion : but, 
“ what Compensation could his Resignation 
“ produce to the Public, for the Evils which 
“ must result from a Dissolution?—There is 
“ not a Moment to be lost! and 1 hope that 
“ if any Adjournment at all takes Place, it 
“ will only be for a few Days.” 

On receiving the King’s Answer, which, 
though gracious and conciliating in its Ex¬ 
pressions, did not breathe the less Deter¬ 
mination; after passing upon it the most 
severe Comments, as a Mixture of Duplicity 
and Ambiguity, Fox then permitted of an 
Adjournment for the short Period of Six- 
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teen Days; an Interval indispensably re¬ 
quisite to complete the ministerial Arrange¬ 
ments. The Resignation of Dismission of 
the new Administration, was however con¬ 
fidently anticipated by the Party, and an¬ 
nounced by Fox himself in one of his 
Speeches;—I think, on the 24th of Decem¬ 
ber ;—wheii he ventured to predict, that its 
Duration could not possibly exceed a few 
Weeks. “ The State of this Country,” ex¬ 
claimed he, “ will not admit of a long Re- 
“ cess : j —for, as the present Ministers cannot 
“ stand long; and indeed, to talk of the Per- 
“ manency of such an Administration, would 
“ only be laughing at and insulting them; 
** it will become necessary to move for ano- 
“ ther Set of Writs, after the Holydays, in 
“ the Room of those Gentlemen who must 
vacate their Seats, on the Formation of a 
“ new Government. In Order therefore to 
“ prevent the Calamities that menace the 
“ Constitution, I would propose the shortest 
“ Recess possible.”—“ It may be urged, that 
“ knowing, as I do, the Ministry cannot last , 
“ I manifest an Impatience to be restored to 
“ Office. I do not knoiv that 1 shall form 
“ one of the next Administration ; but I con- 
“ fess, I am impatient that the Sense of the 
vol. hi. 2 s 
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“ House may be speedily taken on the pre- 
“ sent Ministers.” So confident was he, in-/ 
deed, or at least he pretended to be, of Pitt’s 
inevitable Dismission, that he mentioned in a 
subsequent Part of his Speech, the Youth of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and/the 
Weakness incident to his early Period of Life, 
as the only possible Excuse for his Temerity 
in accepting Office. How far Fox thoroughly 
believed his own Predictions of his Rival’s 
imminent Fall, may perhaps be questioned; 
but, the most experienced Members among 
them, with Welbore Ellis at their Head, 
joined ostensibly in this Opinion; which, it 
must be confessed, was built upon all the 
Precedents known since the Elevation of the 
House of Hanover to the Throne. . 

Lord North, who bad been absent; from 
the Effect of Indisposition, during , a great 
Part of the Debates, while the East India 
Bill was in its Progress through the House 
of Commons; made ample Compensation 
for his short and involuntary Retreat, by 
his Presence and Exertions after the Dis¬ 
mission of Ministers. During the Number 
of Years that I sat with him in Parliament, 

I never witnessed a more brilliant Exhibition 
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of his intellectual Powers, than on the 22d 
of December, when Erskine moved for an 
Address to the Throne, deprecating a Dis- 
solution. Indeed, from the Instant he rose, 
till he concluded, almost every Sentence 
teemed with the keenest Wit, or with the 
most severe, yet delicate Satire. In the 
Commencement of his Speech, Lord North 
justified by cogent Arguments, his Union 
with Fox, as having been dictated by State 
Necessity and public Utility ; eulogizing in 
animated Language, the Virtues, no less 
than the Abilities, of his late Colleague, 
whom he wished in future always to be de¬ 
signated as his “ Right Honorable Friend.” 
“ Our political Connexion,” continued he, 
“ was founded on Principles of mutual Ho- 
“ nour. The great Points of Policy on which 
“we had differed, being no more, we 
“ thought that without Inconsistency we 
“ might cordially act together. The Expe- 
“ riment has succeeded. No little Jealousies 
“ have disturbed our Union. All has been 
“ good Faith on one Part, and Confidence on 
“ the other. No unworthy Concessions were 
“ made by either Side. I appeal to my Right 
“ Honorable Friend, if I ever renounced or 
“ sacrificed any Opinion resting on Principle, 
2 s 2 
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“ unless when the Propriety of such Reiiun- 
“ ciation became apparent from Reason arid 
“ Argument. On the other Hand I must 
** declare in Justice to him, that he never 
“ abandoned any Principle which he main- 
“ tained when in Opposition to my Govern- 
“ ment.”—“ We are charged with having 
“ seized on the Reins of Power. This, I 
“ confess, is a Charge which 1 do not under- 
“ stand:—for, the Country waited full six 
“ Weeks, without having any Administra- 
“ tion. Every Effort was vainly exerted to 
“ form a Cabinet, and when all Means failed, 
“ the Ministers quitted their Offices. The 
“ Cabinet remained empty; so that if we 
“ seized on it, we could only have so done, 
“ by marching in after the Garrison had 
“ fled ; who, while evacuating the Fortress, 
“ exclaimed, * What a cursed Coalition is 
“ this, which expels Us from our Situa- 
“ tions!’—If, however, we did get Possession 
“ of Power, we at least carried it by Storm, 
“ bravely, in the Face of the Enemy, not 
“ by Sap. We made our Advances above 
“ Ground, in View of the Foe. Not by 
£ mining in the dark, and blowing up the 
“ Fort, before the Garrison knew thaf any 
“ Attack was meditated.” 
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The Ingenuity, Pleasantry, and Force of 
this eloquent Defence, can hardly be. ex¬ 
ceeded. Then, after severely arraigning the 
Mode of Pitt’s Admission into the Cabinet, 
which he stigmatized as surreptitious and un¬ 
constitutional; he diverged with inconceiv¬ 
able Humour into the Path of Ridicule, so 
analogous to his Formation of Mind. Allu¬ 
ding to the Wish expressed more than once 
by Mr. Martin, (borrowed from Hotspur’s 
Invocation in Shakspeare,) that a Starling 
should be perched on the Speaker’s Chair, 
who might incessantly repeat the Words, 
“ Cursed Coalition!” he observed, that so 
long.as an Honorable Member of that House, 
“ continued to pronounce those Sounds, as 
“ if by Rote, and without any fixed Idea, let 
“ what would be the Subject of Debate; he 
“ conceived the Starling to be unnecessary, 
“ inasmuch as the Gentleman would make 
“ just as great an Impression as the Bird, 
“ on his Hearers.” Having convulsed the 
House with Laughter, by this severe, but, 
ludicrous Remark, he compared, or rather he 
contrasted, the Conduct of the two Men who 
were shut up in the Eddystone Lighthouse, 
during six Weeks, with the opposite Line 
of Action embraced by Fox and himself. 
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“ Those Men,” said he, “ from reciprocal 
“ Enmity, preferred letting the Fire go out, 
“ and beholding the Navy of England 
“ dashed to Pieces, rather than lend each 
• “ other any Assistance. But, we, animated 
“ by other and more enlarged Sentiments, 
“ considered the Preservation of the Vessel 
-‘of State, our primary Duty; and, we 
“ agreed, that at all Events, the Fire in 
“ the Lighthouse should not be extin¬ 
guished.” An Allusion so ingenious, as 
well as felicitous, almost electrified his Au¬ 
dience ; and if Wit could have supported or 
restored the Coalition , it must, when falling 
from his Lips, have overborne every Im¬ 
pediment. But, the moral Impression made 
on the public Mind, to their Disadvantage, 
daily acquiring Strength, finally compleated 
their Downfal, though the Catastrophe was 
protracted for more than three Months, by 
various Circumstances. 

[26th—31st December.] If the Struggle 
for Power had lain only between Pitt and 
Fox, the former of whom, whatever might 
be the Extent of his Talents, was unable to 
command a Major' ty upon any Question that 
arose in the House of Commons, while the 
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latter carried every Motion; the Contest 
would, no doubt, have been soon decided. 
Or, had the Dispute been, as under Charles 
the First, between the Sovereign, claiming 
to exercise Prerogatives antiquated and op¬ 
pressive, on the one Hand; and the repre¬ 
sentative Body on the other, propelled and 
sustained by the People, as their Organs 
and Protectors against arbitrary Violence; 
—the Termination might have been fore¬ 
seen without much Penetration. But, Fox, 
though he was become by his Union with 
Lord North, Master of the Deliberations of 
the lower House, had sacrificed to that very 
Union, in a considerable Degree, the good 
Opinion of the Country; and the Remains 
of his former Popularity which survived his 
Coalition with Lord North, had since been 
shipwrecked in the. India Bill. He had 
therefore imprudently, though as it would 
nevertheless seem, reflectively, engaged in 
a Conflict, where the Crown and the Nation 
both combined against him. Without the 
Aid of the People, the Sovereign would, 
indeed, have been powerless. As little could 
the House of Peers, unsupported by the 
public Voice, have checked his Career. It 
was their Union which became irresisti¬ 
ble. Fox, who, whatever his Admireris may 
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assert, possessed more Genius, Eloquence, 
and.Talent, than Prudence or Judgment; 
does not appear to have deeply weighed 
and appreciated these Facts, before he enter¬ 
ed the Lists. Unfortunately for him too, the 
Champion wanted by the Crown, and who 
seemed to be expressly made for the Con¬ 
juncture, presented himself in Pitt. His 
Name, rendered illustrious by his Father’s 
public Services; the Decorum of his Man¬ 
ners, so opposed to those of Fox; even his 
very Youth, which should have operated 
against him, appeared to recommend him to 
national Favor. The King availed himself 
of these Aids, to overwhelm the Coalition 
under the Ruins of the Fortress which they 
had so nearly constructed, and fondly deemed 
inassailable. Only Time was still wanting, 
in Order to enlighten, to awaken, and to 
animate the People at large; who not being 
as yet fully informed upon all the Points of 
Fox’s Bill, required to be roused into Ex¬ 
ertion, before the last Address should be 
made to them as Electors. 

I well remember, not more than a Fort¬ 
night subsequent to the Period of which 
I am now speaking, Governor Johnstone 
rising in the House;—I believe, it happened 
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on the first Day of their Meeting after the 
Recess, the 12th of January;—insisted with 
great Force of. Reasoning, on this Point. 

I knew Johnstone well, consulted, and in¬ 
deed acted in some Degree of Concert with 
him, throughout the whole Progress of the 
East India Bill . He was not less attached 
to Lord North, than myself; but, that amia¬ 
ble Nobleman, as well as most accomplished 
Statesman, no longer held the Reins. Sur¬ 
rendering all his own Volitions, he seemed 
to adopt those of his more active, as well 
as ambitious Colleague.:—for, assuredly. 
Lord North, if he had not been asso¬ 
ciated with Fox and Burke, would never, 
from the Suggestions of his own Judgment, 
or Inclination, or Opinion, have originated 
so strong and unconstitutional a Measure. 
He was carried along by the Torrent, and 
finally swept away in its Course. Johnstone, 
addressing the House of Commons, expati¬ 
ated on the Rapacity, and other Features of 
Fox’s Bill. “ It becomes,” said he, “ more 
“ detested from Day to Day, by the wisest 
“ and most impartial Men throughout the 
“ Nation, as the confiscating Principle on 
“ which it is founded, and the Artifice with 
“ which it has been carried on so far towards 
“ its Completion, are more known and uii- 
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“ dersfood by all Ranks. The Rejection 
*\ of so dangerous an Experiment on the 
“ British Constitution, is regarded by every 
“ thinking Individual, as one of the greatest 
“ Triumphs over inordinate Ambition, re¬ 
corded in our Annals. I do not assert 
1 that these Sentiments have as yet pervaded 
“ the lower Orders of Society. The Dangers 
“ arising from political or legislative Institu- 
“ tions, when veiled by the Arts and Elo- 
“ quence of superior Statesmen, or of ac- 
“ complished Orators, are not immediately 
“ obvious to the wisest Capacity, and make 
“ their Way slowly to vulgar Comprehen- 
“ sion. Thank God, they are obviated for 
“ the present Moment! But, whether there 
“ exist Sense and Virtue sufficient in the 
“ Country, to protect us from the Machina- 
“ tions still carried on against the public 
“ Freedom ;—forms the great Cause of that 
“ Struggle, on which we are assembled tp 
“ decide within these Walls.” 

Pitt, with a Judgment beyond his Years, 
instead of prematurely dissolving the House 
of Commons, as a Man of meaner Talents, 
or of less Resource, would have done; un¬ 
dertook the Experiment of endeavouring 
first to conciliate, or to convince, the Majo- 
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rity; thus allowing the popular Sentiment 
full Leisure to expand,* and finally to over¬ 
power all Resistance: while he reserved for 
the proper Moment, whenever it should be 
thoroughly matured, his final Appeal to 
the Country, by a Dissolution. Such was 
the real State of Affairs in the last Days 
of December, 1783, at the Time when Pitt, 
contrary to all Precedent, and under appa¬ 
rent Difficulties the most insurmountable, 
ventured to accept the Reins of Govern¬ 
ment. 

It forms an Object of the most natural and 
rational Curiosity, minutely to survey him at 
this critical Period of his Life. He was not 
then much more than Twenty-four Years and 
a Half old, and consequently had not attained 
the Age, at which many Individuals, under 
the testamentary Dispositions of their Pa¬ 
rents, are still legally considered to be in 
a State of Tutelage or Minority. In the 
Formation of his Person he was tall and 
slender, but, without Elegance or Grace. 
His Countenance, taken as a whole, did 
not display either the fine Expression of 
Character, or the Intellect of Fox’s Face, on 
every Feature of which, his Mind was more 
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or less forcibly depictured. It was not till 
Pitt’s Eye lent Animation to his other Fea¬ 
tures, which were in themselves tame, that 
they lighted up, and became strongly intelli¬ 
gent. Fox, even when quiescent, could not 
be mistaken for an ordinary Man. In his 
Manners, Pitt, if not repulsive, was cold, 
stiff, and without Suavity or Amenity. He 
seemed never to invite Approach, or to en¬ 
courage Acquaintance; though, when ad¬ 
dressed, he could be polite, communicative, 
and occasionally gracious. Smiles were not 
natural to him, even when seated on the 
Treasury Bench; where, placed at the Sum¬ 
mit of Power, young, surrounded by Fol¬ 
lowers, Admirers, and Flatterers, he main¬ 
tained a more sullen Gravity than his 
Antagonist exhibited, who beheld around 
him only the Companions of his political 
Exile, Poverty, and Privations. From the 
Instant that Pitt entered the Door-way of 
the House of Commons, he advanced up the 
Floor with a quick and firm Step, his Head 
erect and thrown back, looking neither to 
the right nor to the left; nor favouring 
with a Nod or a Glance, any of the Individu¬ 
als seated on either Side, among whom, 
many who possessed five Thousand Pound? 
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a Year, would have been gratified even by 
so slight a Mark of Attention. It was not 
thus that Lord North or Fox treated Parlia¬ 
ment; nor from Them , would Parliament 
have so patiently endured it: but, Pitt seem¬ 
ed made to guide and to command, even 
more than to persuade or to convince, the 
Assembly that he addressed. 

In the Flower of Youth when he was 
placed at the Head of Administration, he 
manifested none of the characteristic Vir¬ 
tues or Defects usually accompanying that 
Period of Life. Charles the Twelfth, King 
of Sweden, could not have exhibited more 
Coldness, Indifference, or Apathy towards 
Women; a Point of his Character, on which 
his Enemies dwelt with malignant, though 
impotent, Satisfaction : while his Friends la¬ 
boured with equal Pertinacity to repel the 
Imputation. To him the Opposition applied, 
as had been done to his Father, the Descrip¬ 
tion given of a Roman Youth : 


“ Multa tulit, fecitque Puer; sudavit et alsit; 

“ Abstinuit Venere.”- 

In Order to justify him from such a sup- 
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posed Blank in bis Formation, his Adhe¬ 
rents whispered, that lie was no more chaste 
than other Men, though more decorous inr 
his Pleasures; and they asserted, that he 
made frequent Visits to a Female of distin¬ 
guished Charms, who resided on the other 
Side of Westminster Bridge: but I never 
could learn from any of them, her Name or. 
Abode. Pitt’s apparent Insensibility towards 
the other Sex, and his Chastity, formed 
indeed, one of the Subjects on which the 
Minority exhausted their Wit, or rather, their 
Malevolence; as if it had been necessary 
that the First Minister of George the Third, 
should be,'like the Chancellor of Charles 
the Second, “the greatest Libertine in his 
“ Dominions.” I recollect, soon after Pitt 
became confirmed in Power, his detaining 
the House of Commons from the Business of 
the Day, during a short Time, while he 
went up to the House of Lords; and as 
Mrs. Siddons was to perform the Part of 
“ Belvidera” that Evening, when Fox never 
failed, if possible, to attend, seated among 
the Musicians, in the Orchestra at Drury 
Lane, the Opposition impatiently expected 
Pitt’s Return, in Order to propose an Ad-’ 
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journment. As soon as the Door opened; 
and he made his Appearance, one of them, a 
Man of a classic Mind, exclaimed, 

u Jam redit et Virgo!” 

If, however, the Minister viewed Women 
with Indifference, he was no Enemy to 
Wine, nor to the social Conviviality of the 
Table. His Constitution, in which a latent 
and hereditary Gout early displayed itself; 
which Disorder, heightened by political Dis¬ 
tress, domestic and foreign, carried him off 
at Forty-seven; always demanded the Aid 
and Stimulus of the Grape. It was not 
therefore in him, so much a Gratification or 
an Indulgence, as a physical Want, though 
he unquestionably yielded to its Seductions, 
without making any great Effort at Resist¬ 
ance; resembling in this Respect, a distin¬ 
guished Consular Character of Antiquity, 
relative to whose Virtue Horace says, 

“ Narratur et Prisci Catonis, 

“ Saepe Mero caluisse Virtus.” 

In the Autumn of 1784, he had indeed, 
nearly fallen a Victim to one of those festive 
Meetings, at which no severe Renunciations 
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■were enjoined by the Host, or practised by 
the Guests. Returning, by Way of Frolic, 
very late at Night, on Horseback to Wim¬ 
bledon, from Addiscombe, the Seat of Mr. 
Jenkinson, near Croydon, where the Party 
had dined; Lord Thurlow, who was then 
Chancellor, Pitt, and Dundas, found the 
Turnpike Gate situate, between Tooting and 
Streatham, thrown open. Being elevated 
above their usual Prudence, and having no 
Servant near them, they passed through the 
Gate at a brisk Pace, without stopping to 
pay the Toll; regardless of the Remonstran¬ 
ces or Threats of the Keeper of the Turn¬ 
pike, who.running after them, and believing 
them to belong to . some Highwaymen, who 
had recently committed Depredations on 
that Road, discharged the Contents of his 
Blunderbuss at their Backs. Happily he 
did no injury. To this curious and narrow 
Esfcape of the first Minister, which furnished 
Matter of Pleasantry, though perhaps not 
of rejoicing, to the Opposition Allusion is 
thus made in the “ Rolliad 

“ How as he wandered darkling o’er the Plain, 

“ His Reason drown’d in Jenkinson’s Champaign, 

“ A Rustic’s Hand, but righteous Fate withstood, 

“ Had shed a Premier’s, for a Robber’s Blood. 



1783 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


641 


Probably, no Men in high Office, since 
Charles the Second’s Time, drank harder 
than Pitt’s Companions; as, in Addition to 
the Individuals already named, we should 
not omit the Duke of Rutland and Lord 
Gower, neither of whom professed or prac¬ 
tised Mortification. Once, and once only, 
the House of Commons witnessed a Devi¬ 
ation from strict Sobriety in the first .Minis¬ 
ter and the Treasurer of the Navy; who 
having come down after a Repast, not of a 
Pythagorean Description, found themselves 
unable to manage the Debate, or to reply 
to the Arguments of the Minority, with their 
accustomed Ability. No illiberal Notice or 
Advantage was however taken of this soli¬ 
tary Act of Indiscretion. The House broke 
up, and it sunk into Oblivion. Fox never 
subjected himself, either in, or out of Office, 
to similar Comments. He was always fresh; 
but, the Treasury Bench, under the Co¬ 
alition Ministry, had not wanted some noble 
Advocates of the House of Howard, for the 
quick Circulation of the Bottle. 

Pitt, at his coming into Office, was soon 
surrounded by a chosen Phalanx of young 
Men, who participated in his Triumph, pres- 

vol. hi. 2 T 
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sed near him on a Day of expected Debate, 
and constituted the Resource of his leisure 
Hours. Powis, when describing about this 
Time, “ the .Forces led by the Right Hbnor- 
“ able Gentleman ori the Treasury Bench,” 
in his Speech of the 9th of March, 1784, 
only a few Days previous to, the Dissolution 
of Parliament; said, “ The first may be 
“ called his Body Guard, composed, of 
“ light young Troops, who shoot their little 
“ Arrows with amazing Dexterity, against 
“ those who refuse to swear Allegiance to 
“ their Chief.” High Birth, personal Devo¬ 
tion, and political Connexion, more than 
Talents, formed the ordinary Foundation 
of the Minister s Partiality for those distin¬ 
guished Individuals; most of whom, with 
only' one Exception, we have since seen 
elevated to the Peerage, or loaded with Pre¬ 
ferments and sinecure Appointments. In 
general, the Duke de Montausier’s. Obser¬ 
vation to Louis the Fourteenth, when speak¬ 
ing of Versailles, “ Vous dvez beau faire, 
“ Sire, vous nen. ferez jamais quun Favori 
“ sans M6rile ,” might well apply to them. 
With Fox’s Associates and Comrades, Hare, 
Fitzpatrick, and Sheridan, they could sus¬ 
tain no Competition for mental Endow- 
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merits. Lord Grenville, then Mr. William 
Grenville, must not however be included 
in this Remark. His near Connexion with 
the first Minister, by Consanguinity, when 
added to his distinguished Abilities, placed' 
him on far higher Ground. As little will 
the Observation apply to Lord Mornington, 
since created Marquis Wellesley; to the 
present Earl of Harrowby* thei/Mr. Ryder; 
or to Wilberforce: all three, Men of undis¬ 
puted Talents. 

In Suavity of Temper, Magnanimity of 
Disposition, and Oblivion of Injury or Of¬ 
fence, Fox rose superior to Pitt. Even 
Dundas possessed far more Liberklity of 
Character, as he manifested on many Occa¬ 
sions. I have heard Fox, after dealing out 
the severest Insinuations or Accusations 
against Lord North, when that Nobleman 
was at the Head of the Treasury, towards 
the End of the American War; on being 
convinced that he had exceeded the fair 
Limits of parliamentary Attack, or had 
deviated into personal Abuse, explain, re¬ 
tract, and apologize for his Violence or 
Indecorum. Mr. Pitt, though he rarely 
committed such a Breach of Propriety, and 
2 t 2 
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was more measured in his Censure or Con¬ 
demnation, seldom, if ever, made Conces¬ 
sion. He even tried, at an early Period 
of his ministerial Career, to overbear Sheri¬ 
dan, by making sarcastic Allusion to the 
theatrical Employments or dramatic Avo¬ 
cations of that eminent Member, as forming 
a more appropriate Object of his Attention, 
than parliamentary Declamation and Pur¬ 
suits:—Allusions, which, however classic the 
Language in which they were couched, 
might be justly deemed illiberal in their 
Nature. But, Sheridan, with admirable 
Presence of Mind, turned against him his 
own Weapons ; leaving behind him the Im¬ 
pression* of his Genius, drawn from the 
very Key on which Pitt had pressed, when 
he applied to the first Minister, the Denomi¬ 
nation of the “ Angry Boy,” with which 
Ben Jonson furnished him on the Instant. 

In classic Knowledge and Acquirements 
of every Kind, as drawn from Greek and 
Roman Sources, Pitt and Fox might fairly 
dispute for Pre-eminence; but the latter left 
his Rival far behind, in all the Variety of 
elegant Information derived from modern 
History, Poetry, and foreign Languages. 
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We ought not, indeed, to be surprized at 
this Superiority, if we recollect that Fox 
was above ten Years older than Pitt, that 
he nourished a much stronger natural At¬ 
tachment to polite Letters, and enjoyed 
infinitely more Leisure for its Indulgence. 
Pitt, as far as my Means of Information 
ever enabled me to form a Judgment, pos¬ 
sessed comparatively small general Ac¬ 
quaintance with those Authors, which fur¬ 
nish the Libraries of Men of Taste and 
Science. How, indeed, we may ask, should 
he ever have attained it ? r Several Months 
before he compleated his twenty-second 
Year, he found himself, with a very slender 
Fortune, placed in the House of Commons, 
which Situation opened to his aspiring and 
ambitious Mind, the most brilliant Prospects 
of Elevation. From that Period, if we ex¬ 
cept the Prorogation of 1781 ;—for in 1782, 
he was Chancellor of the Exchequer, and in 
1783, he visited the Continent;—what Por¬ 
tion of Time could he devote to literary 
Pursuits or Accomplishment? Near seven 
Years later than the Period of which 
I speak, in the Autumn of the Year 
1790, when it was expected that a Rup¬ 
ture would have taken Place, between the 
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Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, respect¬ 
ing the Affair of Nootka Sound; being alone 
with him in Downing Street, and conversing 
on the Subject of the Spanish Possessions 
lying along the Shore of the Pacific Ocean, 
he owned to me that he not only never 
had read, but, he assured me, he never had 
heard of Commodore Byron’s Narrative of 
his Shipwreck in the “ Wager,” on the 
Coast of Patagonia :—A Book to be found 
in every Circulating Library. But, on the 
other Hand, the Rapidity and Facility with 
which he acquired, digested, and converted 
to Purposes of Utility, his Knowledge, was 
altogether wonderful. With the French 
Language he was grammatically conver¬ 
sant ; but, at twenty-five he spoke it imper¬ 
fectly, and wrote in it without Freedom or 
Facility, though he subsequently improved 
in these Particulars. I repeat it, as a Secre¬ 
tary of State for the foreign Department, 
he could have sustained no Competition 
with Fox, in all the Branches of. solid, or 
of ornamental. Attainment, that qualify for 
such a Situation. ; 

' -I - , if,;- . 

It is not easy, to decide, relative jto their 
respective Superiority in Eloquence. Fox’s 
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Oratory was more impassioned: Pitt’s could 
boast greater Correctness of Diction. The 
former exhibited, while speaking, all theTri- 
bunitian Rage: the latter displayed the Con¬ 
sular Dignity. But, it must not be forgot¬ 
ten that the one commonly attacked, while 
the other generally defended; and it is more 
easy to impugn or to censure, than to justify 
Measures of State. Had. they changed Po¬ 
sitions in the House, the Character of their 
Speeches would doubtless have. taken a 
Tinge, though it would not have been radi¬ 
cally altered, by such a Variation in their po¬ 
litical Destiny. From Fox’s finest Speci¬ 
mens of Oratory, .much, as it appeared to me, 
might generally have been taken away, with¬ 
out injuring the Effect, or maiming the Con¬ 
clusion. To Pitt’s Speeches nothing seemed 
wanting,, yet was there no Redundancy. 
He seemed, as by Intuition, to hit the pre¬ 
cise Point, where, having attained his Object, 
as far as Eloquence could effect it, he sat 
down. This distinctive and opposite Cha¬ 
racteristic of the two Men, arose, partly at 
least, from an Opinion or Principle which 
Fox had adopted. He assumed, that one- 
third of his Audience was always either 
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absent, or at Dinner, or asleep; and he 
therefore usually made a short Resumption 
or Epitome of his Arguments, for the Bene¬ 
fit of this Part of the Members. So that, 
after speaking at great Length, and some¬ 
times apparently summing up, as if about to 
conclude; whenever he saw a considerable 
Influx of Attendance, he began anew: re¬ 
gardless of the Impatience manifested on 
the Part of those, whose Attention was 
already exhausted by long Exertion. Pitt 
never condescended to avail himself of such 
a Practice; neither lengthening his Speeches, 
nor abbreviating, them, from any Considera¬ 
tions except the Necessity of fully developing 
his Ideas. Indeed, so well was the relative 
Proportion of Time generally taken up by 
the two Speakers, on great Occasions, 
known to the old Members, that they cal¬ 
culated, whenever Fox was three Hours 
on his Legs, Pitt replied within two. In all 
the corporeal Part of Oratory, he observed 
likewise more Moderation and Measure than 
Fox; who on great Occasions, seemed, like 
the Pythian Priestess, “ to labour with th’ 
“ inspiring God,” and to dissolve in Floods 
of Perspiration. The Minister, it is true, 



1783 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


649 


became sometimes warmed with his Subject, 
arid had occasionally recourse to his Hand¬ 
kerchief: but, rather in Order to take Breath, 
or to recall his Thoughts r by a momentary 
Pause, than from physical Agitation. 

A vital Defect in Pitt’s Composition as a 
Man, must be esteemed his Want of Econo¬ 
my: it was hereditary, constitutional, and 
remained insurmountable down to the Close 
of his Life. The great Earl of Chatham, 
his Father, had to contend with the same 
characteristic Deficiency ; arid never under¬ 
stood, as Lord Holland had done, the Art 
of accumulating a Fortune. But, the first 
Mr. Pitt, besides the lucrative Sinecure of 
the Privy Seal, which he held during several 
Years, enjoyed the Estate of Burton Pyn- 
sent in the County of Somerset, bequeathed 
to him by Sir William Pynsent; together 
with a Pension of three Thousand Pounds a 
Year, bestowed on him by the Crown. 
None of these Possessions, however, de¬ 
scended to his second Son, whose whole 
patrimonial Inheritance amounted, I believe, 
only to five Thousand Pounds; and it never 
received any ostensible Augmentation, ex- 
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cept a Legacy of three Thousand Pounds, 
bequeathed him in October, 1787, by the 
Duke of Rutland. We may therefore be 
enabled, with these Data, to form some Idea 
of the -Elevation of Pitt’s Mind, his Con¬ 
tempt of Money, arid his Disregard of every 
selfish or interested Object; when, on Sir 
Edward Walpole’s Decease, in January, 
1784, he disdained to take the Clerkship of 
the Pells in the Exchequer, though, as the 
Head of that Department, he might have 
conferred it on himself; though Lord Thur- 
low pressed him not to reject such a fair 
Occasion of rendering himself independent; 
and though every Man in the Kingdom 
must have approved the Act, on an impar¬ 
tial Survey of his Situation. For, he might 
not have retained his official Employments, 
during a single Week. Perhaps it is to be 
regretted that he should have made such a 
Sacrifice of priyate Interest, to Glory: but 
it operated throughout his whole Life, and 
even beyond the Grave, by its. Effect on 
Parliament and on the Nation. Antiquity 
cannot exhibit any more shining. Instance of 
Disinterestedness, either drawn from The¬ 
ban and Athenian Story, or from the Con- 
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sular Ages of Rome. Juvenal’s Observa¬ 
tion on human Nature, 

“ Quis enim Virtutem amplectitur ipsam, 

“ Praemia si tollas?” 

did not seem to apply to Pitt. Possibly, 
however, on a deep Estimate, he found even 
his pecuniary Recompense in this noble 
Act of Renunciation. The House of Com¬ 
mons would hardly have bestowed the post¬ 
humous Marks of solid Admiration and 
Respect, which, they voted in 1806 , on any 
Minister who had enjoyed during two and 
twenty Years, a sinecure Place of three 
Thousand Pounds per Annum, in Addition 
to his official Emoluments. 

The Salaries and other Advantages an¬ 
nexed to the Place of First Lord of the 
Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
even though unaided by any private For¬ 
tune, yet undoubtedly with prudent Manage¬ 
ment, might have been found adequate to 
Pitt’s annual Expenditure. But, when un¬ 
supported by Economy, they proved wholly 
insufficient for the Purpose. When he was 
appointed First Minister, his youngest Sis- 
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ter, Lady Harriet Pitt, resided with him, and 
superintended his Establishment in Down¬ 
ing Street. She possessed, in Addition to 
other eminent intellectual Endowments, that 
Quality which her Father and Brother 
wanted ; and so long as she personally con¬ 
trolled his domestic Affairs, I have been 
assured that they were restrained within 
very reasonable Limits. Unfortunately for 
him, in September, 1785, within two Years 
after he came into Power, Lady Harriet gave 
her Hand to Mr. Elliot, who became Lord 
Elliot on liis Father’s Demise; and subse¬ 
quent to her Marriage, Pitt’s pecuniary Con¬ 
cerns fell into the utmost Disorder. Debts 
accumulated; and it was commonly asserted, 
that the Collectors of the Taxes found more 
Difficulty in levying them from the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, than from almost 
any other Inhabitant of Westminster. Even 
Tradesmen’s Bills, particularly those of 
Coachmakers, were said to be frequently 
paid, not in Money, but, by ordering new 
Articles, and thus augmenting the Pressure 
of the Evil itself. 

It was not till 1792, on the Earl of Guild¬ 
ford’s Decease, (better known to us as Lord 
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North,) that Mr. Dundas having learnt the 
Intelligence, and knowing his Friends Dis¬ 
interestedness, hurried to St. James’s, went 
into the Closet, and asked of His Majesty, 
the Place of Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, for Pitt; which Office the King imme¬ 
diately conferred on him, though it had been 
previously intended by the Sovereign, as I 
know, for the late Duke of Dorset. Such 
was the Superiority of the first Minister's 
Mind, to every Object of personal Emolu¬ 
ment or Acquisition, that he disdained to 
ask any individual Reward, even from the 
Prince whom he had so long and so effica¬ 
ciously served. For my Knowledge of this 
curious and interesting Fact, I am indebted 
to the Right Honorable William Dundas, Ne¬ 
phew to the late Lord Melville, whose Au-. 
thority on such a Point, I presume, is supe¬ 
rior to all Contradiction. The Salary, which 
in Mr. Pitt’s Person was rendered nominally 
Three Thousand, five hundred Pounds a 
Year, might have formed a very handsome 
Addition to his official Income: but, the 
necessary Deductions of many Kiuds, to be 
made from that Sum; the Expences which he 
incurred in altering or embellishing Waltner 
Castle; and more than both these Sources 
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of Expenditure, his Facility or Liberality in 
granting small Pensions to invalided or aged 
Artificers, of various Descriptions, belong¬ 
ing to the Cinque Ports;—so many com¬ 
bined Causes reduced the real Receipt below 
half its ostensible Amount. Yet when he 
went out of Office in 1801 , loaded with 
Debts, he possessed no other independent 
Means of Subsistence, [t is indeed f true, 
that as early as 1790 , he had been elected 
Master of the Trinity House; but I have 
always considered that Appointment, though' 
highly honorable, as unproductive of any 
pecuniary Emolument. When we reflect on 
the Circumstances here enumerated, we may 
regret, but we cannot wonder, that after 
holding the Reins of Government, almost his 
whole Life; and conferring so many Digni¬ 
ties, as well as Offices, during a Period, 
taken altogether, of near nineteen Years ; lie 
should ultimately die not only poor, 1 but, 
oppressed under a Burthen of Debt. Yet 
must we distinguish between a Sort of vir¬ 
tuous, or at least; venial Poverty, if I may so 
express myself, caused by Want of Economy, 
in a Man who devoted his Exertions to the 
public Service; and Fox’s similar Wants, 
produced by a Rage for Play, which not 
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only reduced him from Affluence, to a State 
of Dereliction, but, finally compelled him to 
accept an eleemosynary Contribution from 
his political and personal Friends’, in Order 
to furnish him with the Means of Subsist¬ 
ence. It is unnecessary to contrast.the two 
Positions or Characters, which undoubtedly 
excite in our Minds very opposite Sensa¬ 
tions, and awaken widely different. Degrees 
of moral Censure or Disapprobation. 

Pitt’s great Superiority over his Antago¬ 
nist, and his consequent ministerial Success, 
flowed principally from two Causes. The 
first was, his admirable Judgment. That 
Intelligence restrained his parliamentary Ex¬ 
ertions during the American War, and in¬ 
duced him, while heaping Accusations on 
the Ministers, to spare the King. I know 
that he'received a Hint, soon after he began 
to speak in the House of Commons, warning 
him to avoid that Rock on which Fox had 
split, and to be cautious how he mentioned, 
or alluded wdtlf Severity, to the Royal Name. 
He did not despise the Advice. The same 
superior Intelligence impelled him, when 1 
Lord North was driven from. Power, to re¬ 
fuse Office under an Administration, .which, 
he foresaw, from its component Materials, 
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could only be of short Duration. It dictated 
to him, to take the Chancellorship of the 
Exchequer under Lord Shelburne; but, it 
equally suggested to him, the Impractica¬ 
bility of retaining the Situation of First 
Minister, when pressed by his Majesty in 
March, 1783, to assume that high Office, 
after the Earl of Shelburne’s Resignation. 
In renouncing a Situation so flattering to his 
Pride and his Ambition, though it lay com¬ 
pletely within his Grasp, he exhibited, when 
not twenty-four, the deepest and calmest 
Discernment: for, if he had yielded to his 
own Inclinations and the Washes of . the 
Sovereign, it seems certain that he Gould not 
have maintained himself in Power against 
Fox and Lord North; who had not then 
committed any other Act calculated to ex¬ 
cite the public Condemnation, except the 
mere Approximation of their respective Par¬ 
liamentary Adherents, followed by their own 
political Union. 

Pitt, with consummate Judgment, waited 
till the Coalition had brought forward the 
“ East India Bill,” and could no longer 
recede, in Order to profit of their Indis¬ 
cretion. He accepted in December, the 
two .Employments, which, nine Months ear- 



1783 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


657 


lier; he had wisely declined; exhibiting, on 
both Occasions, equal Ability: but he never 
associated Lord Shelburne to his Power, 
nor allowed him a Place in the Cabinet. 
His'whole Conduct, while struggling against 
Fox’s Majority in the House of Commons, 
during successive Months, which I wit¬ 
nessed; formed the Triumph of paramount 
Capacity over imprudent Ambition and 
rapacious Precipitation. If we were to 
pursue the Comparison lower down in Pitt’s 
Life, we should trace the same Effects 
resulting from similar Causes, during the 
critical Conflict which took Place between 
him and Fox, in the Winter of 1788; when 
the latter, instead of advising the Heir Ap¬ 
parent to accept the Regency under any 
Conditions, however apparently severe, on 
which Parliament might think proper to 
confer it during the uncertain Nature of 
the King’s Malady, laid Claim to it for 
His Royal Highness, as a Matter of Right. 
The Minister instantly perceived, and fas¬ 
tened, like an Eagle, on his Adversary’s 
Error; which, by producing Delay, hap¬ 
pily allowed Time for his Majesty’s Re¬ 
covery, and of Course perpetuated the 
Duration of Pitt’s Power. But, this Part 
2 u 
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of his ministerial Conduct, belongs to ano¬ 
ther Period of the “ Memoirs of my own 
“ Time.” 

The second Point that gave him an Ascen¬ 
dant over Fox, arose from the Correctness 
of his Deportment, and Regularity of his 
private Life. This Circumstance, which, 
under Charles the Second, would have 
counted for little in the Scale, operated with 
decisive Effect in his Favour, under a Prince 
such as George the Third. Nor did it 
produce less beneficial Results among the 
People at large. Some internal Guarantee, 
drawn from moral Character, high Integrity, 
and indisputable Rectitude of Intention, 
seemed indeed necessary, in order to justify 
to the Nation, the Choice of the Sovereign, 
when entrusting to a young Man, destitute 
of Property, the Finances and Concerns of 
an Empire, reduced by a long and disastrous 
War, to a State of great Depression. Pitt 
possessed ih Fact no other Stake to deposit, 
as a Security for his good Conduct, unless we 
take into our Calculation, his possible Re¬ 
version of the Earldom of Chatham. He had 
likewise to contend, like Epaminondas in. 
Antiquity, with another Deficiency. During 
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the whole Course of the eighteenth Century, 
and I believe I may say, since the Acces¬ 
sion of Elizabeth, he is the only English 
First Minister who lived and died in a State 
of Celibacy. He was not therefore attached 
to the Commonwealth by those endearing 
Ties, which blend the Statesman with the 
Husband and the Father; thus giving a Spe¬ 
cies of compound Pledge for exemplary Con¬ 
duct, to the Country. Henry Pelham, who 
presided over the Councils of Great Britain 
during ten Years, under George the Second, 
was, it is true; like Pitt, only a younger Son 
of a noble House; but, his Brother, the 
Duke of Newcastle, might be justly con¬ 
sidered as one of the greatest Subjects in 
Fortune, as well as in Rank, to be found 
within the Kingdom. Mr. Pelham, who 
married a Daughter of the Duke of Rutland, 
had likewise by her a numerous Family, and 
possessed in his own Person, considerable 
landed Property. 

Even Fox, though he remained long un¬ 
married, yet finally entered into that State; 
and he aspired to have done it much earlier 
in Life, if his Efforts for the Purpose had 
not proved unsuccessful. During the early 
2 u 2 
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Part of Hastings’s Trial, in 1787, he raised 
his Eyes and Hopes to the Duke of New¬ 
castle’s Box in- Westminster Hall, where- 
usually sat Miss Pulteney, afterwards created 
by Pitt, Countess of Bath in her own Right ; 
then justly esteemed one of the richest 
Heiresses in the Kingdom. After exhibiting 
his great Powers of Oratory, as a public 
Man, in the Manager’s Box below, he some¬ 
times ascended in his private Capacity, to 
try the Effect of his Eloquence under the 
Character of a Lover. All his Friends aided 
a Cause, which, by rendering their Chief 
independent in his Fortune, would have 
healed the pecuniary Wounds inflicted by 
his early Indiscretion. General Fitzpatrick, 
with friendly Solicitude, usually kept a 
Place for him, near the Lady; and for some 
Time, the Courtship assumed so auspicious 
an Appearance, that I remember, Hare , 
when speculating on the probable Issue of 
the Marriage, said, with admirable Humour, 
that “ they would inevitably be Duns, with 
“ Black Manes and Tails:” alluding to the 
Lady’s fair Complexion arid Red Hair; con¬ 
trasted with Fox’s dark Hue. The Affair ne¬ 
vertheless terminated, from whatever Cause, 
without Success. Pitt, though, at different 
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Periods of his Life, he distinguished certain 
Ladies,, some of whom I could name, by 
Marks of great Predilection; and in one In¬ 
stance seemed even to meditate Marriage, 
yet never persisted in the Attempt: but, 
his Name, Descent, Abilities, and private 
Character, surmounted every Impediment to 
his Elevation. Fox could no more have 
been placed at the Head of the Treasury, 
than Dean Swift could hav£ been, made 
Archbishop of Canterbury; or than Lord 
Bolingbroke, under Queen Anne, or the 
Duke of Wharton, under George the First, 
could have filled the Office of First Minister. 
He wanted, like them, an essential Quality. 
I will not say, high moral Character;—for, 
I believe, his Honour, Integrity, and Pro¬ 
bity, were above all Impeachment or Re¬ 
proach; but, correct moral Deportment. Of 
this Deficiency he was, himself, sensible, and 
was said to have once expressed his Convic¬ 
tion of it, in laconic, but, forcible Terms. I 
resume the Progress of Events. 

* . r ' ( ,r ! ;■'* \* , 7 J • 

While Pitt unquestionably anticipated the 
probable Necessity for his ultimately recur¬ 
ring to the Measure of calling together a 
new House of Commons; he by no Means 
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disdained to avail himself of all the Means 
and Modes that could be suggested, for dir 
minishing, and if possible, annihilating the 
Majority; to which Fox owed his actual 
Consequence. Every Effort was exerted by 
himself, and by his Friends, in order to ac¬ 
complish that Point. The Recess, limited 
to little more than a Fortnight, allowed him 
only a very short Space for Exertion ; and 
the Numbers which had hitherto supported 
the Coalition , during, the Progress of the 
“ East India Bill” through the House, in 
^very Stage, generally amounted to double, 
or almost double the Votes on the opposite 
Side. Two hundred and seventeen Mem¬ 
bers had voted for its Commitment; a great 
Proportion in an Assembly, then composed 
only of five hundred and fifty-eight Persons. 
To reduce such a Superiority, first to some¬ 
thing approaching ah Equality, arid finally 
to a Minority* might well seem a hopeless 
Undertaking; even admitting all the Ve¬ 
nality, Want of Principle, or Tergiversation, 
with which that Assembly has been so often 
reproached. Much more Success was, how¬ 
ever, expected from Applications addressed 
to the Part of the Coalition which might be 
considered as holding to Lord North ; than 
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from the Adherents of the Rockingham 
Party, or among the personal Supporters 
and Friends of Fox. Many of Lord North’s 
political Connexions, who had in Fact voted 
with him on the India Bill, under a Con¬ 
viction of the Measure itself having obtained 
the Consent of the Crown; were naturally 
disposed to withdraw their Support, if not 
to transfer their Services, on the Discovery 
of their Mistake. There existed only three 
Ways by which Fox’s Majority might be 
reduced. In Consequence of the Attend¬ 
ance of new Members, who had not hitherto 
taken any Part. By the future Non-attend¬ 
ance of those, who had supported the Coali¬ 
tion up to the present Time ; and lastly, by 
Desertion from the Enemy’s Ranks, over to 
those of the new Administration. The latter 
Votes, as counting double, of Course became 
most sought after and valued. 

A Separation had,, indeed, already taken 
Place among Lord North’s immediate per¬ 
sonal Followers. Of the two former Secre¬ 
taries of the Treasury, Sir Grey Cooper con¬ 
tinued to support him invariably : but, Ro¬ 
binson, Conceiving himself absolved from any 
Obligation to accompany his antient Prin- 
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cipal, through all the Consequences of his 
new political Alliances, quitted altogether 
that Party. No Man in the House of Com¬ 
mons, as I have had Occasion to remark, 
knew so much of its original Composition; 
the Means by which every Individual at¬ 
tained his Seat; and in many Instances, 
how far, and through what Channels, he 
might prove accessible. Though Mr. Pitt 
made the fifth First Minister, whom that 
Parliament had beheld in fhe short Space 
of little more than twenty-one Months; yet 
the individual Members composing the 
lower House, had undergone only a very 
trifling Variation since the general Election; 
Recourse was therefore had to Robinson, 
under the present delicate and arduous Cir¬ 
cumstances of public Affairs, in Order to 
obtain his active Exertions for Government. 
He complied with the Application, and un¬ 
questionably reiidered very essential Service. 
I have always considered the Earldom of 
Abergavenny, as the Remuneration given 
by the Crown, for that Assistance, though 
I by no means assert it as a Fact. Robin¬ 
son’s only Daughter and Child had been 
married some Years before, to the Honor¬ 
able Henry Neville, eldest Son of Lord 
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Abergavenny; who was placed at the Head 
of the List of Earls , created by Pitt, on the 
11th of May, 1784, not five Months after 
the Facts took Place, under our Discussion. 

AS'i ' .8 *!J' ' -'i 

While I am engaged on the Subject of the 
House of Commons, and of the Influence, or 
Corruption by which it has been always 
managed, particularly during the last, and a 
Part of the present Reign; I shall relate 
some curious Particulars, which cannot per¬ 
haps be introduced with more Propriety than 
in this Place. We may see in the “ Me¬ 
moirs of Prince Eugene of Savoy,” (which 
Work, though composed. under its present 
Form, by the late Prince de Ligne, with whom 
I was.well acquainted at Vienna, is founded 
on original Papers or Documents ;) what 
Influence he attributes to the “ Presents of 
“ Champagne and Burgundy,” made by 
Marshal Tallard, then a Prisoner of War 
in England, to “ Right Honorable Members 
“ of Parliament.” Nay, the Prince asserts 
positively, that in the same Year, 1711, when 
he came over in Person to London, with the 
avowed Object of retaining, if possible, Queen 
Anne and her Ministers, in the Grand Alli¬ 
ance against France; he had Recourse, himr 
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self; to Corruption. “ Je fis des Presens” 
says he, “ car, on peut acheter beaucoup en 
“ Angleterre If such constituted the or¬ 
dinary Practice under the last Princess of 
the Stuart Line, at a Time that Parliaments 
were not septennial, but, only triennial; we 
may be quite assured, that they did not be¬ 
come more virtuous after the Accession of 
the reigning Family, when the House of 
Commons was elected for seven Years. 

Proofs of the Venality practised by Sir 
Robert Walpole, during the whole Course 
Of his long Administration, it seems unne¬ 
cessary to produce, as that Minister did not 
disclaim or resent the Imputation. Nor did 
his political Adversaries disdain, whatever 
Professions of public Virtue they might 
make, to have Recourse to the same un¬ 
worthy Expedients, in order to effect his 
Removal. We have the Authority of a 
Member of their own Body, for the Fact. 
“ Don Carlos ,” (Frederick, Prince of Wales,) 
says Mr. Glover in his “ Memoirs,” recently 
published, “ told me, that it cost him Twelve 
“ Thousand Pounds in Corruption, particu- 
“ larly among the Tories, to carry the West- 
“ minster and Chippenham Elections in 
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“ 1742, and other Points, which compelled 
“ Lord Orford, at that Time Sir Robert 
“ Walpole, to quit the House of Commons ” 
It is difficult to adduce more satisfactory 
and unimpeachable Proof of any Pact, as 
Glover was a Man of strict Veracity. Nei¬ 
ther was Mr. Pelham, who, after a short 
Interval succeeded Sir Robert, and held 
his Situation near eleven Years ; though he 
may be justly esteemed one of the most up¬ 
right Statesmen who presided in the Coun¬ 
cils of George the Second; less liable to the 
Accusation of corrupting Parliament, than 
was his Predecessor. 

A Friend of mine, a Man of Rank and 
high Character, whom I do not name, be¬ 
cause, being still alive, I consider myself not 
at Liberty to divulge it; but, whose Name 
would at once stamp the Veracity and Au¬ 
thenticity of whatever he relates; has fre¬ 
quently assured me, that about the Year 
1767, he was personally acquainted with 
Roberts, who had been Secretary of the 
Treasury under Mr. Pelham; but, who was 
then old, infirm, and near his End. He lies 
buried in Westminster Abbey, in Poet's Cor¬ 
ner, where his Epitaph describes him, as 
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“ the most faithful Secretary of the Right 
“ Honorable Henry Pelham/’ . This Gen¬ 
tleman conversing with Roberts , upoii the 
Events of those Times when lie held a Place 
under Administration, and particularly on 
the Manner in which the House of Com¬ 
mons was then managed ;Roberts avowed 
without Reserve, that while he remained at 
the Treasury, there were a Number of Mem¬ 
bers who regularly received from him their 
Payment or Stipend, at the End of every 
Session, in Bank.Notes. The Sums, t which 
varied according to the Merits, Ability, and 
Attendance of the respective Individuals, 
amounted usually from Five Hundred 
Pounds, to Eight Hundred Pounds, per 
Annum. “ This Largess I distributed,” 
added Roberts , “ in the Court of Requests, 
“ on the Day of the Prorogation of Pariia- 
“ ment. I took my Stand there; and as 
“ the Gentlemen passed me, in going to, or 
“ returning from the House, I conveyed the 
i\ Money, in a Squeeze of the Hand. What- 
“ ever Person received the Ministerial Bounty 
“ in the Manner thus related, I entered his 
“ Name in a Book, which was preserved in 
“ the deepest Secrecy; it being never in- 
“ spected by any human Being, except the 
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“ 'King and Mr. Pelham. On the Decease of 
“ that Minister in 1754, his Brother; the Duke 
“ of Newcastle, Mr. Fox, afterwards Lord 
“ Holland, and others of the Cabinet, who 
“ succeeded to Power; anxious to obtain an 
“ accurate Knowledge of the private State of 
“ the House of Commons, and particularly 
“to ascertain the Names of all the Indi- 
“ viduals who received Money during Mr. 

“ Pelham’s Life, applied to me for Informa¬ 
tion. They further demanded of me to 
“ surrender the Book, in which, as they 
“ knew, I was accustomed to enter the above 
“ Particulars. Conceiving a Compliance to 
“ be dishonourable, 1 peremptorily refused 
“ to deliver it up, except by the King’s ex- 
“ press Command, and to His Majesty in 
“ Person. In Consequence of my Refusal, 
“ they acquainted the King with the Circum- 
“ stance, who sent for me to St. James’s, 
“ where I was introduced into the Closet; 
“ more than one of the above-mentioned Mi- 
“ nisters being present. George the Second 
“ ordered me to return him the Book in 
“ question, with which Injunction I imme¬ 
diately complied. At the same Time 
“ taking' the Poker in his Hand, he put it 
“ into .the Fire, made it red hot, and then, 
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“ while we stood round him, he thrust the 
“ Book into the Flames, where it was imme- 
“ diately reduced to Ashes. He considered 
“ it in Fact, as too sacred and confidential a 
“ Register, to be thus transferred over to 
“ the new Ministers, and as having become 
“ extinct with the Administration of Mr. 
“ Pelham.” 

It is unquestionable that the Duke, of 
Newcastle, though he failed in getting Pos¬ 
session of his Brother’s secret Information, in 
consequence of Roberts s Firmness; yet pur r 
sued the same Mode of Management, on be¬ 
coming, himself, first Lord of the Treasury. 
Under Lord Bute”s Government, when, from 
a Variety of Causes, a violent Opposition in 
Parliament arose, which required the whole 
Power of Ministry to stem, similar Practices 
were carried to a greater Length. John 
Ross Mackay, who had been private Secre¬ 
tary to the Earl of Bute, and afterwards, 
during seventeen Years, was Treasurer of 
the Ordnance; a Man with whom I was 
personally acquainted; frequently avowed 
the Fact. He lived to a very advanced Age, 
sat in several .Parliaments, and only died, 

I believe, in 1796. A Gentleman of high 
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professional Hank, and of unimpeached Ve¬ 
racity, who is still alive, told me, that dining 
at the late Earl of Besborough’s, in Cavendish 
Square, in the Year 1790, where only four 
Persons were present, including himself; 
Boss Mackay, who was one of the Number, 
gave them the most ample Information upon 
this Subject. Lord Besborough having called 
after Dinner, for a Bottle of excellent Cham¬ 
pagne, a Wine to which Mackay was partial; 
and the Conversation accidentally turning 
on the Means of governing the House of 
Commons, Mackay said that “ Money form- 
“ ed, after all, the only effectual and certain 
“Method.” “ The Peace of 1763,” conti¬ 
nued he* “ was carried through and approved 
“ by a pecuniary Distribution. Nothing else 
tl could have surmounted the Difficulty. 1 
“ was, myself, the Channel through which 
“ the Money passed. With my own Hand 
“ I secured above one Hundred and Twenty 
“ Votes, on that most important Question 
“ to Ministers. Eighty Thousand Pounds 
u were set apart for the Purpose. Forty 
“ Members of the House of Commons re- 
“ ceived from me, a Thousand Pounds each. 
“ To eighty others, I paid five Hundred 
“ Pounds apiece.” Mackay afterwards con- 
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firmed more than once, this Fact, to the 
Gentleman above mentioned, who related it 
to me. He added that Lord Besborough 
appeared, himself, so sensible of the Impru¬ 
dence, as well as Impropriety of the Avowal 
made by Mackay, at his Table; that his 
Lordship sent to him, and to the fourth 
Person who had been present on the Occa¬ 
sion, (the late Reverend Mr. Dutens,) next 
Morning, to entreat of them, on no Account 
to divulge it during Mackay’s Life. What 
Attestation so strong of the Truth of this 
Anecdote can be produced, as the Testimo¬ 
ny of the late Bishop of Llandaff! He 
expressly informs us, in the “ Anecdotes” 
of his Life, just published, that the Earl of 
Shelburne, then first Minister, assured him 
on fhe 17th of February, 1783, that “ he,” 
Lord Shelburne, “ well knew, above sixty 
“ Thousand Pounds had been expended, 
“ (among the Members of the House of Com-' 
“ mons,) in procuring an Approbation of 
“ the Peace of 1763.” 

Wilkes was however perfectly well in¬ 
structed on the Subject, and made no Secret 
of his-Information, even at the Time when 
the Treaty of Fontainbleau was a recent 
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Transaction. In his memorable Letter ad¬ 
dressed from “ Paris, 22d October, 1764,” 
to the Electors of Aylesbury, he says, “ I 
“.will not compliment the present profligate 
“ Majority in the House of Commons, so far 
“ as to say, they were so well informed, that 
“ they knew the exact Truth of every Asser-. 
“ tion in the ‘ North Briton,’ No. 45. One 
“ Particular, however, came within their 
“Knowledge; the Means by which it is 
“ hinted that the entire Approbation of Par - 
*- Moment, even of the Preliminary Articles 
“ of the late inglorious Peace, was obtained; 
“and the previous Step to the obtaining 
“ that entire Approbation , the large Debt 
“ contracted on the Civil List. They 'knew 
“ this Assertion was extremely true , and 
“ I am as ready to own that it was extremely 
“ scandalous .” It is impossible to convey 
a Charge of such a Nature, in less equivocal 
or ambiguous Language. 

*• i / > • ,v_ 

Relative to the three successive Adminis¬ 
trations, after Lord Bute’s Secession from 
Power; namely, that of George Grenville, of 
the Marquis of Rockingham, and of the 
Duke of Grafton, which comprized the 
whole. Period of Time between April, 1763, 

vol. hi. 2 x 
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and January, 1770, I can state nothing from 
my own personal Knowledge. Bradshaw 
conducted that Department, as is well known, 
under the Duke of Grafton. The same Sys¬ 
tem certainly continued to be acted on 
during the Period of the American War, 
when Robinson, and under him, Brummell, 
were its Agents. I remember, Mr. Whit¬ 
bread, with whom I was well acquainted, 
one of the most upright, honest, and bene¬ 
volent Men who ever sate in Parliament, 
at that time Member for Bedford; rising in 
his Place, on the 19th of March, 1782, 
stated to the House, that during Lord 
North’s Administration, many Millions had 
been lost to the Nation, by exorbitant Con¬ 
tracts, and wasteful Bargains. “Some of 
“ the former,” added he, “ are so lucrative, 
“ that even though Thousands of Pounds 
“ might be given for them, yet they would 
“ produce a large Profit. I do not charge 
“ the noble Lord at the Head of the Trea- 
“ sury, with ever receiving one Penny of 
“ such Money. I believe he never did: but, 
“ the Individuals who transacted those Mat- 
“ ters at the Treasury , are well known. Nor 
“ is it any Secret, to whom the Coutracts in 
“ Question are given, by Favor or Pre- 
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“ ference. That all the Business of the 
“ Treasury, Admiralty, Navy, Victualling, 
“ and Ordnance, is conducted on the same 
“ corrupt Principles, is a Fact beyond Dis- 
“ pute.” Lord North was not present when 
Mr. Whitbread spoke; but, no Denial of 
these Allegations was made or attempted 
by any of his Friends. 

Burke on the following Day;—a Day me¬ 
morable in the Reign of George the Third, as 
on it Lord North laid down his Power;— 
observed in the metaphorical and elevated 
Style familiar to him, “ We have witnessed, 
“ Mr. Speaker, for numerous Years, the Sys- 
“ tem of Corruption advancing. We have 
“ beheld it with Melancholy and Depression. 
“ For, from the prodigious Power of that Cor- 
“ ruption, from the Towers and Battlements 
“ with which it was fortified, we nourished 
“ no Hopes of being able to overthrow it. 
“ We remained therefore, from our Dejec- 
“ tion, inactive. Despair rendered us sub- 
“ missive. This Torpor gave to the Enemy 
“ additional Force. It even gave them an 
“ Appearance of Stability, by which delu- 
“ sive Advantage, weak Men were seduced 
“ to join them, and wicked Men became 
2x2 
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“ confirmed in their Adherence.” Such was 
the Language held at that Time, within the 
Walls of the House of Commons. 1 incline 
nevertheless strongly to doubt whether, to¬ 
wards the Termination of Lord North’s 
Ministry, these Practices subsisted in all 
their Force; by which I mean to say, that 
I question whether any individual Member 
of the House, was paid for his Vote and 
Support in Bank Notes; as it would appear 
had been done under Walpole, Pelham, and 
most, if nqt all their Successors, down to 
that Time. More Refinement had. insensibly 
been introduced into the Distribution of 
pecuniary Gratifications; which were con¬ 
veyed in oblique Shapes, such as Lottery 
Tickets, Scrip, Jobs, Contracts, and other 
beneficial Forms, by which the Majority was 
kept together, for near seven Years, in De¬ 
fiance of a most unfortunate, if not an ill 
conducted War. 

Sawbridge, who without the Learning or 
the Talents of Algernon Sydney, possessed 
as republican a Spirit as,that illustrious and 
unfortunate Individual, put a Case hypothe¬ 
tically, in the Course of one of his. Speeches, 
which the House perfectly understood. I 
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was present on tlie Occasion, which hap¬ 
pened in March, 1781, under Lord North’s 
Administration, during the Discussion of 
the Loan negotiated in that Session. Saw- 
bridge’s Words were nearly these: “ Per- 
“ haps, Mr. Speaker,.it may chance at some 
“ future Period,—for, the Age is too vir- 
“ tuous to admit its Possibility in these 
“Days;—that a Member of Parliament 
“ may retire behind the Speaker’s Chair, 
“ with the first Lord of the Treasury, and 
“ engage to support him on all Questions, 
“ provided he (the Member,) shall be allowed 
“ to subscribe for ten Thousand Pounds of 
“ the present Loan.” Lord North, when 
Sawbridge sat down, instantly rose, in Order 
to answer and to deny, or to. refute other 
Passages of his Speech: but, to the Allu¬ 
sion above cited, he made no Reply, nor at¬ 
tempted to rebutt such an Imputation; pro¬ 
bably because he knew that. Sawbridge, if 
contradicted, could name his Man. Neither 
was he called to Order for it. Indeed, Fox, 
Burke, George Byng, and others of the Op¬ 
position of that Period, made no Scruple of 
advancing similar Charges, without Circum¬ 
locution or Delicacy. Sir George Savile, on 
the 12tli of June, in the same Year, 1781, 
exceeded in Severity, or rather in Asperity, 
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anything that 1 witnessed; and he did it 
with perfect Impunity. After branding the 
Loan recently negotiated, witli the Epithets 
of venal, corrupt, and disgraceful, he added, 
that “ such a Measure constituted an Act of 
“ Plunder and Robbery committed on the 
“ Nation, in Order to bribe ivith the Spoil 
“ those Members of the House, who per- 
“ sisted in a Conspiracy for the Destruction 
“ of their Country. The Minister might 
“ just as well say in plain Terms to his Fol- 
“ lowers, I know that you disapprove this 
“ ruinous and accursed War with America: 
“ but, as it is indispensable to prosecute it, 
“ for the Preservation of my Employment, 
“ provided you consent to raise thirteen 
“ Millions on your Constituents, I will allow 
“ you to share one Million of the Money 
“ among yourselves, who are my Accom- 
“ plices? Not a Word was said from the 
Treasury Bench, nor any Indignation ex¬ 
pressed at so unqualified an Accusation. 

Eox observed no Measures, when declaim¬ 
ing against the asserted Corruption of Parlia¬ 
ment. “The Minister,” exclaimed he, “ well 
“ aware, that he must die with the present 
“ War, has encountered' Shame and em- 
braced it, in Order, to produce its Con- 
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“ tinuance. His Supporters well know 
“ that their Payment , like his oivn Bread, 
“ depends on its Prosecution. The War 
“ begets Extraordinaries, which beget Loans, 
“ which beget Douceurs, which beget Mem- 
“ bers of this House.” Such was the Lan¬ 
guage of Opposition in 1781. I heard Fox 
pronounce those Words above cited. In 
thus endeavouring to vilify and degrade the 
first Minister, he only looked to the imme¬ 
diate Object of overturning the Administra¬ 
tion ; inconscious within how short a Time 
he should be induced to form a Coalition 
with the very Nobleman, whom he had de¬ 
nounced for successive Years, as the De¬ 
stroyer of his native Country. In February, 
1782, Burke, pleading the Cause of Hohen, 
the Jew, who had suffered in his Property, 
at the Capture of St. Eustatius ; Jenkinson, 
Secretary at War, demanded, “ wdiat was 
“ the specific Object that he had in View ? 
“ Did he mean to move for a Grant of public 
“ Money to the Petitioner ?” If so, he en¬ 
treated Burke to reflect on the Consequences 
to which such a Precedent would lead. 
“ Oh !” answered he, “ Ministers may easily 
“ make Compensation to Mr. Hohen, with- 
“ out putting their Hand in the public Purse, 



680 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1783 . 


“ They may give him a Slice of the Loan ; 
“ for, those Profits are not esteemed public 
“ Money ; or, they may place him en Croupe 
“ of some overgrovin Contractor 

One of the most humiliating Scenes that I 
ever witnessed, as affecting Lord North in 
his ministerial Capacity, and which occa¬ 
sioned him the greatest Embarrassment, took 
Place just at the Time when Burke made 
these severe Animadversions. A Contract 
of a most improvident Nature, had been con¬ 
cluded with a Member of the House, an East 
India Director, one of the two Representa¬ 
tives for a Somersetshire Borough, by the 
Board of Ordnance. The Article furnished, 
was Saltpetre, for which a very exorbitant 
Price was given to the Contractor. George 
Byng, aided by Hussey, and by Colonel 
Barre, with most meritorious and indefatiga¬ 
ble Pertinacity, traced, developed, and ex¬ 
posed the whole Transaction. Lord Towns¬ 
end, then Master General of the Ordnance, 
disavowed any Knowledge whatever of it, 
by the Mouth of his Friend Courtenay, and 
reprobated the Business. Under these dis¬ 
tressing Circumstances, the first Minister 
had no other Refuge or Means of Extfica- 
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tion, than to protest his total Ignorance of 
the Contract, the Terms of which he ad¬ 
mitted to be enormous; and he therefore 
proposed to omit the Article of Saltpetre, 
amounting to near ,£150,000, if the House 
would vote the remaining Articles of the 
Ordnance Estimates. Fox launched out on 
the Occasion, into severe, as well as indig¬ 
nant Comments, on the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s Conduct. No Reply was made 
by Lord North, and on the Question being 
put for receiving the Report, Ministers car¬ 
ried it only by a Majority of Thirty; the 
respective Numbers being 122, and 92. 

Lord North, when First Minister, was 
supposed to command full one hundred and 
seventy Members at his absolute Devotion, 
who were prepared to vote with him upon 
every Question: nor would his Head, in¬ 
deed, have been secure, from 1777 down to 
1782, unless he could have counted, upon 
such a.steady and numerous Support, at a 
Time when every Mouth teemed with Mis- 
fortuues or Defeats. Of this great Body, 
only a comparatively small Portion had 
however continued to adhere to him, after 
he joined with Fox; and many more had 
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quitted him on the first Introduction of the 
“ India Bill,” or subsequent to its Rejection. 
Still, even in the last Days of December, 
1783, when dismissed from Employment, he 
remained the nominal Head of a considerable 
Party • upon many Individuals composing 
which, it was natural to suppose that an 
Impression might be made, by Representa¬ 
tions addressed to their Principles, their 
Passions; or their Interests. Nor can Mr. 
Pitt, standing as he did, in the critical, as 
well as hazardous Predicament, of having 
accepted the first Offices of Government, 
unsupported in one House of Parliament; 
be blamed for availing himself of every fair 
or honorable Means, to diminish the Majo¬ 
rity possessed by his Adversaries. I am at 
the same Time persuaded, from the Eleva¬ 
tion of his Mind, and the Purity of his Prin¬ 
ciples, that he was incapable of authorizing, 
no less than Robinson would have disdained 
to practise, any other Methods of procuring. 
Adherents, than such as the British Consti¬ 
tution either recognizes, or which are in Pact 
inseparable from its practical Existence. 

Among the Persons of Eminence to whom 
Mr. Pitt had Recourse for Support, at this 
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delicate Crisis of his Ministerial Life, when 
every Parliamentary Aid which could sus¬ 
tain him against the Coalition, was anxiously 
sought after, the late Lord Sackville attracted 
his Attention. That Nobleman had hitherto 
taken no decided Part in the Debates, du¬ 
ring the Progress of the “ East India Bill 
though he voted against it personally in both 
the Divisions which took Place on the 15th 
and 17th of December, in the House of Peers. 
He had, indeed, early considered it to be a 
Measure which would excite great Fermen¬ 
tation throughout the Country, as well as 
Opposition on the Part of the Crown, when 
its political Consequences came to be well 
appreciated and understood. He even re¬ 
peatedly predicted, that it would probably 
overturn the Ministry of Lord North and 
Fox. Impressed with these Sentiments, he 
exhorted his Nephew, the Duke of Dorset, 
who arrived in London from Paris, soon 
after the Session opened; to be cautious how 
be engaged himself too far in supporting it, 
till he had ascertained and sounded the 
Ground. The Duke profited of the Advice. 
Lord Sackville, besides his own Vote, and 
his Brother-in-law Lord Milton’s Proxy, of 
which, from his Influence over that Noble- 
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man’s Mind, he might be said to dispose, in 
the same House of parliament; brought in 
gratuitously two Members at East Grin- 
steadfor, he had a Mind too noble ever 
to sell either of the Seats ;—thus commanding 
or influencing four Votes, iii addition to his 
own personal Weight and Connexions. 

1) ’• ! V‘ • ' 

1 cannot pass over Lord Milton, who was 
afterwards created Earl of Dorchester, with¬ 
out saying a few Words respecting himself 
and his Family. He descended collaterally, 
if not directly, from Damer, the famous Miser, 
whom Swift has commemorated; and Lord 
Milton had attained a very advanced Period 
of Life, at the Time of which I now speak. 
Neither his Person, nor his Manners, were 
attractive; but, though difficult of Access, 
reserved, and repulsive in his Exterior, he 
possessed solid intellectual Parts; and no 
Man of his high Rank in the Kingdom, 
entertained with greater Magnificence. In 
his Youth, the Duel which he fought with 
Earl Paulet, had rendered him scarcely less 
distinguished, than Lord' Byron became in 
consequence of his fatal Encounter with Mr. 
Chaworth; and neither the one, nor the 
other, remained exempt from Reflections on 
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the Circumstances supposed to have respec¬ 
tively taken place. If Lord Byron, was 
tried by his Peers, Lord Milton underwent 
scarcely a milder Inquest, from the Preju¬ 
dices imbibed respecting the Transaction. 
At his Seat of Milton Abbey in Dorsetshire, 
where he maintained a gloomy and seques¬ 
tered Splendor, analogous to his Character 
and Habits, he had made immense landed 
Purchases ; which exhausting his pecuniary 
Means, extensive as they were, reduced him 
to a Species of temporary Distress, and 
realized Horace’s 

“ Magnas inter Opes inops.” 

His Palace in Town, contiguous to Hyde 
Park, from the secluded Life which Lord 
Milton led, and the very limited Number of 
Persons who ever entered within its Gates, 
obtained the Denomination of “ Milton’s 
Paradise lost.” His very Appearance con¬ 
veyed indeed an Idea of “ dry and bald 
“ Antiquity,” Misanthropy, and Inaccessi¬ 
bility: but, when he occasionally unbent 
himself in select Society, his Conversation 
was interesting, often witty, and sometimes 
cheerful. Of his three Sons, I had the Honor 
to know only the second, who succeeded 
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his Father as Earl of Dorchester, and was 
one of the most engaging, lively, but, eccen¬ 
tric Noblemen of his Time. It is difficult to 
convey an Idea of the Species of Humour 
that characterized him, which was truly 
original, and irresistibly comic: nor did he 
commonly impose any severe Restraints on 
its Indulgence. Lady Melbourne passing 
him, one very cold Day, in her Carriage, as 
he stood conversing with Partington, an 
eminent Solicitor, at the Corner of Lower 
Brook Street, Grosvenor Square, she bowed 
to him. Unwilling to take off his own Hat 
in the severe State of the Atmosphere, he 
instantly made free with that of Partington ; 
who having his Back towards Lady Mel¬ 
bourne, was not a little surprized at finding 
himself thus made the involuntary Instru¬ 
ment of Mr. Darner’s good Breeding. Having 
however performed this Act of Civility by 
Proxy, he coolly replaced Partington 's Hat 
on the Head of its Owner, with many Apo¬ 
logies for the Freedom. He survived his 
Father only a few Years, and dying unmar¬ 
ried, a Martyr to the Gout, the Title of 
Earl of Dorchester expired in his Person. 

I resume the Thread of Public Affairs. 
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During the Christmas Recess, after the 
Adjournment of the two Houses, Lord 
Sackville went down to his Seat at Drayton. 
Mr. Pitt having applied to a Member of the 
House of Peers, requesting his Exertions to 
procure Lord Sackville’s personal Attend¬ 
ance and Support in that Assembly, at a 
Moment of such Difficulty; he mentioned 
my Name to the Minister, as a Person 
capable, from the Friendship with which 
Lord Sackville honored me, of facilitating 
his Wishes on the Subject. The Nobleman 
in Question subsequently called on me, at a 
very late Hour of the Night, of the 29th of 
December, after I was in Bed, and ac¬ 
quainted me with the above-mentioned Cir¬ 
cumstances. Impelled by the Wish of serving 
Mr. Pitt, and supporting His Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment, I waited on him, next Morning, 
at his Brother Lord Chatham’s House in 
Berkeley Square, where he then resided ; 
and at his Desire undertook the Service. 
But, I candidly informed him at the same 
Time, that, from my Knowledge of Lord 
Sackville’s political Sentiments, and for the 
obvious Reasons which,must render Lord 
Howe, as well as the Marquis of Carmaiv 
then, who were both Members of the new 
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Administration, personally distasteful to him; 
1 doubted his Compliance, unless the Sdlicir 
tations were sustained from various Quarters. 
And I exhorted him, not only to write, him¬ 
self, to LordSackville, but, to procure similar 
Applications from his three personal Friends 
in the Cabinet; the Chancellor, the Lord 
President, and Lord Sydney. Mr. Pitt 
readily adopted the Suggestion. I then asr 
sured him that T would set off on the follow¬ 
ing Pay; it being previously settled, that 
the Messenger, who was to be charged with 
the ministerial Letters for Drayton, should 
not pass me on the Road, but allow me to 
arrive before him at my Destination. 

On the ensuing Morning, being the 31st 
of December, I left London very early, in 
order to have Time for conversing with the 
Duke of Dorset, in my Way to Lord Sack* 
ville. The Duke was then on a Visit at 
Lord Salisbury’s, at Hatfield. I acquainted 
him with the Object of my Journey, in the 
Success of which lie co-operated with all his 
Exertions. It was past Ten at Night when 
I reached Drayton, in most inclement Wea¬ 
ther. Lord Sackville, whom I found em 
gaged at Chess with his youngest Daughter, 
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expressed some Surprize at my first Entrance 
into the Apartment. But, his natural Pene 7 
tration soon led him to conceive, that my 
Visit at such a Season, must have originated' 
in a deeper Motive than Friendship or 
Amusement. As soon as we were alone, 
1 therefore told him the Cause of my un¬ 
expected Arrival, and related every Circum¬ 
stance that had taken Place, except the 
Advice which *1 had ventured to offer Mr. 
Pitt, respecting Applications from his Friends 
in the Cabinet. Next Day, the Messenger 
brought the Dispatches; and Lord Sack- 
ville, after perusing them, returned the An¬ 
swer which I had foreseen; namely, that 
“ though he neither desired, nor would ac¬ 
cept any Office under Ministry, nor ask 
“ any Favour from the new Administration, 
“ either for himself, or for his Connexions; 
“ yet, that his Principles, and the dutiful 
“ Submission that he felt towards His Ma- 
“ jesty, would impel him to give every Sup- 
“ port to the Government, in the present 
“ arduous Crisis of public Affairs.” He 
punctually performed this Promise, evincing 
himself a steady Friend to the Ministry, 
during the whole future Progress of the 
yol. hi. 2y 
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eventful Contest then carrying on in Parlia¬ 
ment. 


[1784.—1st—10th January.] ft was not, 
however, by individual Applications of any 
Kind, nor even by private Exertions and 
Assistance, however successful they might 
be, nor even by the personal Interference of 
the Sovereign himself, that Mr. Pitt could 
have been maintained in Office. The Pub¬ 
lic, and the Public only, enabled him to 
defeat the powerful Phalanx drawn up 
against him. During the two first Weeks 
of December, while the Pate of the “ India 
“ Bill” remained still doubtful, the Com¬ 
mittee of Proprietors, which sat unintermit- 
tingly in Leadenhall Street, sounded the 
Alarm from one End of the Kingdom, to 
the other Extremity. A Member of that 
Committee, who took an active Part in 
their Deliberations, assured me, that in the 
circular Letters which they addressed to 
almost every Town, or Corporate Body 
throughout Great Britain; they contented 
themselves with saying in few Words, “ Our 
“ Property and Charter are forcibly invaded: 
“ Look to your own I” This laconic Invo¬ 
cation bore some Analogy to one of the Pu- 
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ritanical Appeals made under Charles the 
First, to the English People, when, in the 
Language of Scripture, their Leaders ex¬ 
claimed, “ To your Tents, O, Israel!” A 
Copy of Fox’s Bill , enclosed, which served 
as the best Commentary on the Text, soon 
produced a corresponding and general Ef¬ 
fect. Ridicule and Satire joined their Aid 
to expose the Coalition to Laughter or Con¬ 
tempt. Two Prints in particular, both con¬ 
ceived with admirable Humour, were circu¬ 
lated throughout the Metropolis. In one, 
Fox, under the Character of a “ Political 
“ Sampson,” appeared carrying away on his 
Shoulders the India House, that he had 
pulled down ; out of the Windows of which 
Edifice, the terrified Directors were endea¬ 
vouring to effect their Escape. The other 
Print, denominated “ The triumphal Entry 
“ of Carlo Khan into Delhi,” displayed the 
Secretary of State, habited in the Costume 
of a Mogul Emperor, seated on an Elephant, 
whose Countenance bore a most striking 
Resemblance to Lord North; and preceded 
by Burke, as his Trumpeter. It is difficult 
to conceive the moral Operation, and wide 
Diffusion, of these. Caricatures, through 
every Fart of the Country. 

2 Y 2 
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Towards the Commencement of the new 
Year, the First Minister exhibited, (perhaps 
not without profound Design,) a Proof of 
Power, which his Predecessors had never 
been able to display during their Adminis¬ 
tration ; by elevating his Relation and active 
Supporter, Mr. Thomas Pitt, to the Peerage. 
Burke, only a few Days afterwards, allud¬ 
ing to the Circumstance, in the Course of 
one of his Speeches, observed, “ A Person 
“ who was very recently a Member of this 
“ Assembly, has just been,—not transport- 
“ ed,—but, translated, to a Place of Rest; 
“ the House of Peers; which Place, Lord 
“ Chesterfield used sometimes to denominate 
“ the Hospital of Incurables, or of Invalids. 
“ —The Person whom I mean, is Lord Camel- 
“ ford, who, like Elijah, has been rapt up into 
“ the Heaven of Rest. To whom, he has 
“ left his Cloak , it is not my Business to 
“ enquire.” Then having read several Pas¬ 
sages from a Pamphlet, attributed to Mr. 
Thomas Pitt, in which Production, the con¬ 
stitutional Right of the House of Commons 
to advise the Sovereign, was strenuously 
maintained, and eloquently enforced; Burke 
added, “ Perhaps, this Pamphlet may be 
“ considered as his Cloak , which he has left 
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“ to his Disciple on the Treasury Bench.” 
Pitt, who was present, did not condescend 
to notice such an Attack. 


Before the Month of January elapsed, two 
other Individuals, namely, Mr. Carteret, Bro¬ 
ther of Lord Weymouth; and Mr. Eliot, 
Member for Cornwall whose eldest Son mar¬ 
ried Lady Harriet Pitt, in the Course of the 
subsequent Year; were raised by him to the 
same Dignity. He probably meant to shew 
his Adherents, as well as his Opponents, in 
the House of Commons, the Facility with 
which he disposed of the Honours of the 
Crown, withheld by the Sovereign from the 
Coalition ; and consequently, the Rewards 
which might attend their early repairing to 
the royal Standard. In order to counteract 
this Display of Ministerial Favor, and with 
a View to keep their Forces together, his 
Antagonists were said to have promised a 
long List of contingent British Peerages, 
exceeding thirty in Number, to their principal 
Friends in the lower House. The Names 
of these Gentlemen were in general Circula¬ 
tion; and the greater Part of them have 
since, at different Periods subsequent to the 



694 HISTORICAL [1^84. 

French Revolution, received from Pitt the 
Boon, which they had failed to obtain from 
the Coalition Administration. 

[12th January.] Whatever favorable Ef¬ 
fect, the Peerage conferred by the Minister 
on Mr. Thomas Pitt, might produce within 
the Walls of the House of Commons; an 
Act which he performed soon afterwards, 
operated far more beneficially for him with¬ 
out Doors, on the Minds of the Public. Sir 
Edward Walpole’s Death having vacated 
the lucrative Post of Clerk of the Pells in 
the Exchequer; Pitt, instead of taking it 
for himself, or conferring it on his Brother 
Lord Chathaiii, as might not only have 
seemed natural and venial, but, as he was 
urged to do by his political Friends; imme¬ 
diately gave it to Colonel Barre, in order to 
extinguish the ample Pension enjoyed by 
that Gentleman ever since Lord Shelburne’s 
Accession to Power. So unusual a Proof 
of Superiority to pecuniary Temptation, ex¬ 
hibited by a Man destitute of patrimonial 
Fortune; even though it might have origin¬ 
ated in deep Policy, more than in Disinter¬ 
estedness, as his Enemies asserted or insinu- 
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ated; yet attracted just Admiration, apd 
extorted general Applause. Fox, neverthe¬ 
less, while he admitted the abstract Merit 
of the Action itself, did not reprobate with 
less Severity, the Principles on which Pitt 
had acquired Possession of Office. Nor did 
he display with less Ostentation, on the 
Day when the House of Commons met, 
after its short Adjournment, the unlimited 
Command that he exercised over the Majo¬ 
rity of that Assembly. Of this Empire he 
gave the most convincing Proof, by not only, 
in Parliamentary Language, taking Posses¬ 
sion of the House when it re-assembled; 
but, by precluding the Chancellor of the. 
Exchequer, in Subversion of all Usage, 
from being heard, though charged with a 
Message from the King, till Fox had sub¬ 
mitted and carried five Resolutions, in a 
Committee on the State of the Nation. 
Three of these, he moved, himself. The 
other two, he delegated to Lord Surrey, 
who was said to have been selected from 
among the numerous Candidates for Parlia¬ 
mentary Service, in Consequence of a classic 
Recommendation. It having been agitated 
at the Meeting of the Opposition, held on 
the preceding Evening, at Burlington House, 
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what Individual to choose for bringing for¬ 
ward two of the Resolutions next Day, in 
the House of Commons; and Opinions being 
divided on the Subject, Sheridan, when asked 
for his Sentiment, exclaimed with Richard , 

“ Saddle black Surrey for the Field to-morrow!” 

Throughout the whole Debate which took 
Place on that Occasion, Fox appeared as the 
Arbiter of the Scene, propelling, restraining, 
and directing the Machine, according to his 
Volition ; while the Minister, sustained only 
by the vast Powers of his Mind, and a Con¬ 
sciousness of possessing equally the royal 
and the popular Favor, struggled vainly 
against the Current. He was borne away, 
together with his Followers, by its Violence; 
after making an eloquent and masterly, but, 
ineffectual Appeal to the Candor of his Audi¬ 
ence. Erskine, who performed a conspicuous 
Part during the Discussion of that memorable 
Night, was placed, if I may so express myself, 
by Fox, in the front Ranks. In the Course 
of a long Speech, he drew a Parallel, or 
rather, a Contrast, between the late Secre¬ 
tary of State, and the actual First Minister. 
The latter, he depictured as devoured by an 
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insatiable Thirst of Power, and throwing 
into Confusion the whole Frame of Govern¬ 
ment, in Order to attain the highest Offices 
of State, without passing through any subor¬ 
dinate Employments. “ How different,” con¬ 
tinued he, “ has been the Progress of my 
“ Honorable Friend! He was not hatched 
“ at once into a Minister, by the Heat of his. 
“ own Ambition. He passed through the 
“ inferior Gradations, and matured his Ta- 
“ lents, in long, as well as laborious Opposi- 
“ tion; arriving by the natural Progress of 
“ his powerful Mind, to a Superiority of 
“ political Wisdom, universally felt and ac- 
“ knowledged.” The Parody which he drew 
from the fourth Scene of the third Act of 
“ Hamlet,” intended to display Pitt under 
two opposite Points of View; first, as a 
Patriot, when formerly united with Fox, and 
next, as the Creature of Secret Influence; 
did not however appear to produce on his 
Hearers, the same strong Impression, which 
the Citations from “ Julius Ccesar,” had 
done, when applied to Fox, by Scott,* and 
by Arden. Powis, though he continued to 
speak of the late East India Bill, in Terms 
of the strongest Abhorrence, as a Measure, 
which, if it had not been frustrated, would 
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have inflicted a mortal Blow on our consti¬ 
tutional Frame; yet expressed his ardent 
Wish, that the Slate might not lose the Be¬ 
nefit of Lord John Cavendish’s Integrity, and 
of Fox’s resplendent Abilities. “ It would 
“ immortalize,” he said, “ the Individual 
“ who could effect a Reconciliation, and 
“ produce a Union, between the late Secre- 
“ tary, and the present Chancellor of the Ex- 
“ chequer.” Widely different was the Lan¬ 
guage held by Mr. Pulteney, and by Gover¬ 
nor Johnstone. Those two Brothers, acting 
to a certain Degree in Concert, extended an 
invaluable Assistance to the new Adminis¬ 
tration. The elder, Mr. Pulteney, who re¬ 
presented Shrewsbury; under a very forbid- 
ing Exterior, and a still more neglected, or 
almost thread-bare Dress, which he usually 
wore, concealed strong Sense, a masculine 
Understanding, and very independant, as 
well as upright Principles of Action. Nor 
did he want a Species of Eloquence, though 
it could boast of no Elegance or Ornament. 
Representing in Consequence of his Mar¬ 
riage, the Name and Family of Pulteney, so 
eminent under the Reign of George the Se¬ 
cond ; inhabiting the Mansion of the cele¬ 
brated Earl of Bath, in Piccadilly; and Heir 
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matrimonial to that distinguished Nobleman’s 
vast landed Property; Pulteney was always 
heard with Attention. 

Fox, in a Speech of the most inflammatory 
and criminating Description, having rung the 
Changes upon Secret Influence, concealed 
Advisers, and all the Apparatus of the Back 
Stairs , by which he accused his Rival of 
having unconstitutionally ascended to Power; 
and having strenuously exhorted the House 
to adopt Measures without Delay, for pre¬ 
venting the Possibility of their own Dissolu¬ 
tion, Pulteney rose. “ The present Mo- 
“ ment,” observed he, “ calls on every Man 
“ to come forward, and I do not hesitate to 
“ assert, that far from approving Resolutions 
“ calculated to prolong the Duration of this 
“ Assembly; I think, whenever it is sus- 
“ pected that the House of Commons does 
“ not speak the Sentiments of the People, it 
“ ought to be dissolved. That Suspicion is 
“ strongly entertained at this Time, because 
“ the House has passed a Bill which is re- 
“ probated by the Nation. I will even go 
“ further, and maintain, that the more violent 
“ are the Resolutions into which they enter, 
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“ with a View to prevent their Dissolution, 
“ the more ought their political Extinction to 
“ be accelerated. Much Obloquy and Cla- 
“ mour have been excited relative to Secret 
“ Influence. .But, even if it existed, I see 
“ no injurious Consequences to be appre- 
“ hended from its Operation :—for, as every 
“ Measure advised, can only be carried into 
“ Effect by efficient Ministers, they must be 
“ devoid of all Honour or Spirit, if they 
“ would execute Measures not their own. 
“ On the other Hand, he must be a dastardly 
“ Minister, who, finding Parliament engaged 
“ in prosecuting Measures odious to the 
“ Country, would hesitate to advise their 
“ Dissolution. And does any Man doubt, 
“ that a House of Commons may speak a 
“ Language opposed to the Sentiments of the 
“ Country ? The Support which the noble 
“ Lord in the blue Ribband, found within 
“ these Walls, during successive Years, when 
“ prosecuting the American War, may con- 
“ vince the most incredulous Person. I do 
“ not scruple to declare, that the Adminis- 
“ tration just dismissed from Power, fotmed 
“ a Blockade round the sacred Person of the 
“ Sovereign, and endeavoured to despoil 
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“ him of every Attribute of Majesty, except 
“ its external Decorations, or its empty Pa- 
“ geantry.” 

Those Opinions which Pulteney always 
maintained with stern Severity, but, in tem¬ 
perate Language, Governor Johnstone en¬ 
forced with the Violence of Manner and 
Tone, characteristic of his natural Disposi¬ 
tion. “ Instead,” exclaimed he, “ of admit- 
“ ling that the Horrors and Rapacity of the 
“ East India Bill, produced its Rejection in 
“ the upper House, the late Secretary tells 
“us that it proceeded entirely from Secret 
“ Influence. But, what , Proof of the pre¬ 
tended Fact does he adduce? None. It 
“ is merely the Catch-word of a Party, in- 
“ vented to delude the credulous Vulgar, 
“ and to render the Sovereign, or his Ser- 
“ vants, unpopular. The same Cry was 
“ raised against the noble Lord in the blue 
“ Ribband ; but he now protests that no 
“ such Influence ever existed, to his Know- 
“ ledge. Indeed, he must either confess 
“ that such was the Case, or subscribe to his 
“ own Meanness in submitting to it. What 
“stronger Attestation can be given that it 
“ is chimerical, since the noble Lord, though 
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“ now acting in perfect Concert with his late 
“ Colleague, and willing to avail himself by 
“ every Expedient, of the Clamour of the 
“ Hour; yet, when called on to speak from 
“ his own personal Experience while First 
“Minister, declares the Accusation to be 
“ totally groundless ?-^The present Pro- 
“ ceeding appears to me to have been open 
“ and avowed, not concealed. A noble 
“ Earl, convinced of the fatal Consequences 
“which must have resulted from the East 
“ India Bill, both to the Sovereign and to 
“ his fellow Subjects; is said to have de- 
“ manded an Audience, in which he fully 
“ explained them to His Majesty. The 
“ Nobleman in Question having related the 
“ Purport of this Interview, and its Opera- 
“ tion on the royal Mind, to various of his 
“ Friends, a Resistance was set on Foot to 
“ oppose the Passage of the Measure itself 
“ through the upper House. A Change of 
“ Administration naturally arid properly fol- 
“ lowed. What! are we to deny the King 
“ the Privilege of conversing with his own 
“ Subjects and Nobles! If so, we deprive 
“ him of the Power of dismissing his Minis- 
“ ter§.”—“ We have doubtless a Right to 
“ demand that the Government shall be 
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“ entrusted to Men of Ability and Integrity. 
“ But, if these Qualities are found in the 
“ present Cabinet, and if the Measures which 
“ they propose, appear to be wise, it is the 
“ Height of Faction to refuse our Support 
“ to such Men.” 

Stimulated by the personal Attacks made 
upon him, not only by Fox, but, from vari¬ 
ous other Quarters of the House; all accu¬ 
sing him of the Attainment of Power through 
Secret Influence, and demanding an unequi¬ 
vocal Explanation of his Intentions relative 
to the Dissolution of Parliament; the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer now came forward in 
his own Person. Having denied in the most 
positive Terms, the Allegations advanced 
to prove his unconstitutional Attainment of 
Office, “ I declare,” continued, he, “ that I 
“ came up no Back Stairs. When my So- 
“ vereign was pleased to send for me, in 
“ Order to know whether I would, accept of 
“Employment, 1 was compelled to go ta 
“ the royal Closet: but I know of no Secret 
“ Influence. My own Integrity forms iny 
“ Protection against such a concealed Agent; 
“and whenever I discover it, theHousemay 
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“ rest assured, I will not remain one Hour 
“ in the Cabinet! I ivill neither have the 
“ Meanness to act upon Advice given „ by 
“ Others, nor the Hypocrisy to pretend, when 
“ the Measures of an Administration in which 
“ I occupy a Place, are censured, that they 
“ were not of my advising. If any former 
“ Ministers are hurt by these Charges, to 
“them be the Sting! Little did I conceive 
“ that I should ever be accused within 
“ these Walls, as the Abettor and the Tool 
“ of Secret Influence! The Nature and the 
“ Singularity of the Imputation, only render 
“ it the more contemptible. This is the sole 
“ Reply that I shall ever deign to make. 
“ The Probity and Rectitude of my private, 
“ as well as of my public Principles, will 
“ ever constitute my Sources of Action. I 
“ never will be responsible for Measures not 
“ my, own, nor condescend to become the 
“ Instrument of any secret Advisers what- 
“ ever.—With Respect to the Questions put 
“ to me on the Subject of a Dissolution of 
“ Parliament, it does not become me to 
“/comment on the Expressions composing 
“ the gracious Answer of the Sovereign, de¬ 
livered by him from the Throne. Neither 
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“ will I compromize the royal Prerogative, 
“ nor bargain it away in the House of Com- 
“ mons!” 

This Speech, the Dignity, Elevation, and 
Firmness of which, if is not easy to appre¬ 
ciate fully, when we reflect that it was pro¬ 
nounced by a Minister; in an Assembly of 
which his Adversaries possessed a decided 
Majority; called up Lord North. I think 
I never saw him so much agitated, except 
once, when Barr6 was the Cause. He could 
not indeed remain silent under Imputations 
so severe and pointed, as were those levelled 
at him by Pitt. With more Indignation than 
was natural to him, he repelled the Charges 
of Meanness and Hypocrisy .-—Accusations, 
which, he said, were the most gross and 
scandalous that he had ever heard within 
the Walls of that House. Sheridan retorted 
on the Chancellor of the Exchequer with 
still greater Asperity; applying to his minis¬ 
terial Conduct, the very Epithets which Pitt 
had used, when addressing Lord North. 
Rigby even indirectly accused the Minister, 
of putting a Fallacy into the sacred Mouth 
of Majesty, with Intention to deceive that 
Assembly. Alluding to the late Answ r er 
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from the Throne, to the Address of the Com¬ 
mons, he observed that “ a. Newgate Soli- 
“ citor, he was persuaded, would not have 
“ descended to so low and scandalous a 
“ Mode of Deception, if any Intention existed 
“ of dissolving Parliament, after the Assu- 
“ ranees to the contrary given by the King.” 
One of Lord Surrey’s Motions, calculated to 
stigmatize His Majesty personally, as having 
permitted “his sacred Name to be unconsti- 
“ tutionally used, in order to affect the Deli- 
“ berations of Parliamentwas voted by a 
very considerable Majority, in a crowded 
House, at seven o’Clock in the Morning. 
Yet, even amidst so conspicuous a Triumph, 
Fox might find Subject for just Apprehen¬ 
sion, in his already diminished Numbers. 
Instead of dividing,, as he had done before 
the Recess, nearly two to one upon almost 
every Question, he carried the first Divi¬ 
sion against Administration, upon “ going 
“ into the Committee on the Order of the 
“ Day,” by only thirty-nine ; though four 
hundred and twenty-five Members voted on 
the Occasion. Lord Surrey’s Resolution 
passed, it is true, by fifty-four; but, as only 
three hundred and thirty-eight Persons voted 
on that Question, it appeared evident that 
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the Augmentation on the Side of Opposition, 
arose from the better Discipline and closer 
Attendance enforced among their Followers, 
than was observed by the Adherents of Go¬ 
vernment. When Fox, elated by his Ad¬ 
vantage, attempted, four Days afterwards, 
on the L6th of January, to make the. House 
declare, that “ the Continuance of Ministers 
“in Office, was contrary to the Principles* 
“ of the Constitution,” he found his Majo¬ 
rity declined to twenty-one , on a Division 
where three hundred and eighty-nine. Mem¬ 
bers voted, His Parliamentary Ascendancy 
therefore, however apparently imposing, pal¬ 
pably rested bn a most precarious and de¬ 
caying Foundation. 

[16th January.] Some Features of this 
Discussion, which took Piace on the State 
of the Nation, were of a Nature to make 
a' deep Impression on the Memory. I have 
already mentioned, that during the Existence 
of the Coalition Administration, Intentions 
had unquestionably been nourished, of trans¬ 
porting Lord North to the upper House of 
Parliament: — Intentions, the Accomplish¬ 
ment of which was frustrated by the King. 
Powis; during the Debate in Question, hav- 
2 z 2 
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ing expressed his anxious Wish, that a Union 
might take Place between Pitt and Fox; 
after passing very high Encomiums on both, 
as Men of transcendent Abilities, fitted for 
the Government of a great Country, added, 
“ I do not, however, approve of the Coalition 
“ between the late Secretary of State, and 
“" the noble Lord in the blue Ribband. 
“ The Ambition of the former, is indeed 
“ laudable in itself; hut, I believe he is not 
“ delicate about the Means of its Gratifica- 
“ tion. I perceive likewise plainly, the Dif- 
“ ficulty of inducing the two Right Honour- 
“ able Gentlemen to act together:—for, the 
“ noble Lord must not be disgraced. He 
“ shines indeed no longer, except with a 
“ borrowed Light. He is a Man of whom 
“ I cannot say, laudandus; but, omandus, 
“ tollendus. I would that such could be 
“ the Case.” Lord North, in the Course of 
his Speech, having alluded with great good 
Huniour, to Powis’s Observations, however 
painful, on his shining with a borrowed 
Lustre; observed, that a classic Expression 
had been applied to him, though with the 
Difference of a Monosyllable;— non laudan¬ 
dus ;— orhandus ,— tollendus. “ I hope,” 
continued he, “ tollendus is not to be un~ 
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“ derstood in the worst Sense. It is not 
“ meant to kill me. It is only intended 
“ that I should he ornandus in vulgar 
“ English, kicked up Stairs. But, Sir, I 
“ feel no Inclination to be kicked up Stairs. 
“ I should be very unwilling to stand in the 
“ Way of any political Agreement which 
“ might be beneficial to the Country ; yet I 
“ will not go up to the House of Peers: 
“ I will remain in this Assembly, for the 
“ Purpose of defending my Honour and 
“ Character. If, in the Course of Nature* 
“ such an Event should indeed take Place, 
“ I shall esteem it a very great Distinction. 
“ I mean, provided the present Ministers 
V will suffer this House to retain its appro- 
“ priate Privileges in the British Frame of 
“ Constitution. If they do not suffer any 
“ Constitution at all to survive, then 1 wilt 
“ repair to that House, as to a Place of Rest, 
“ a Place of Sleep, where I may repose 
“ during the Rest of my Life. But, neither 
“ liiy Honour nor my Character will allow 
“ me at present to accept of a Peerage. Its 
“ Acceptance would place me in Agrippina’s 
“ Situation, when she says, ‘ Je vois croitre 
“ les Honneurs , et tornber mon CreditJ v 
So much Suavity, Taste, and Wit, did that 



710 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1784 . 


most amiable, as well as accomplished 
Nobleman, usually mix up with his Ad 
dresses to Parliament! 

He had not many Imitators;—for, never, l 
believe, were Debates conducted with more 
Asperity and personal Recrimination, than 
during the Period of Pitt’s and Fox’s Con¬ 
test for Power. Accusations the most futile 
and unbecoming in their Nature, were pre¬ 
ferred on both Sides, with the View of ren¬ 
dering each other odious to the Nation. Sir 
Richard Hill, Member for Shropshire, ani¬ 
madverted with some Severity, on the fre¬ 
quent Attendance, and Marks of warm 
Interest exhibited by the Prince of Wales, 
while present in the lower House. “ What¬ 
ever Censure may be lavished oh secret 
“ Influence,” observed he, “ corrupt Influ- 
“ ence must necessarily be pernicious. The 
“ former may produce possible Benefit. The 
“ latter never can, under any Circumstances. 
“ What might be the Consequence, if it 
“ should happen that an Heir apparent at- 
tended the Debates of this Assembly , and 
“ endeavoured by his Looks or Gestures , to 
“ countenance a Faction, and to influence 
■i individual Votes ? Might not such Corb 
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“ duct be esteemed a Species of corrupt In- 
“ fluence?” A very generalCry of Order! 
accompanied with Testimonies of Disappro¬ 
bation, arising from various Parts of the 
House; Lord Melbourne, who then occu¬ 
pied the Place of a Gentleman of the Bed¬ 
chamber to the Prince of Wales, declared 
that the Words spoken, amounted to a direct 
Attack on His Royal Highness, and there¬ 
fore he should demand Proof of the alledged 
Fact. Sir Richard replied, that “ the Prince 
“ to whom he alluded, was only a suppo- 
“ sititious Personage.” Lord Delaval, on 
whom the Coalition Ministers had conferred 
an Irish Peerage, only a few Months earlier; 
and who was raised to the British Peerage 
by Pitt, about two Years latera Noble¬ 
man with whom I had the Honour of being 
much acquainted, and whom I may have 
Occasion to mention again in some Part of 
these Memoirs ;—rose to remark, that “ the 
“Prince of Wales acted most wisely in 
“ attending Debates, for the Purpose of im¬ 
bibing just. Ideas of that Constitution, 
“ which must probably at.some.future Day 
“be placed under his Protection, as its 
“ natural Guardian.” But, Hill, not at.all 
disconcerted, calmly answered, that “ for* 
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“such Purposes as those just mentioned, 
“ he could have no Objection to His Royal 
“ Highness’s Appearance in that House.” 
Here the Conversation terminated. 


The Prince, though from Deference to his 
Father’s Wishes, signified to him, he had afo 
sented himself on the Day when “ the East 
“ India Bill” was finally rejected in the upper 
House, yet did not the less retain and avow 
his Predilection for its Authors. His Prer 
sence in the House of Commons, among 
the Peers, where he took his Place under 
the Gallery, might therefore be considered 
as indirectly encouraging to Fox and the 
Coalition. Frederic, Prince of Wales, his 
Grandfather, had however, as is well known, 
given the same Marks of Partiality to the 
Minority which drove .Sir Robert Walpole 
from Power, in the Beginning of 1741, with¬ 
out exciting any Comment or Disapproba¬ 
tion. Pulteney, then at the Head of Oppo¬ 
sition, even alluded in one of his Speeches, 
to his Consciousness of the august Personage 
before whom he spoke. Sir Richard Hill, 
whom I very particularly knew, was one of 
the most upright, disinterested, and honest 
Men who ever sat in Parliament. Andrew 
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Marvel was not more incorrupt; but, his 
religious Cast of Character laid Him open to 
the Shafts of Ridicule. His Manners were 
quaint and puritanical; his Address, shy 
and embarrassed. He possessed however a 
most benevoleut Disposition, together "with 
a great Estate, which enabled him to gratify 
his generous and philanthropic Feelings; 
Sir Richard, though he attained to old Age, 
being, I believe, seventy-five at the 'Time of 
his Decease, remained always unmarried. 
In the Simplicity, Singularity, and Eccentri¬ 
cities of his Character, as well as Deport* 
merit, he always reminded me of Addison’s 
Sir Roger de Coverley. The “ Rolliad, 7 ’ 
which treats him with great Severity, de¬ 
scribes him as 

•'i , ; •. ’-.-V' ■ r'i 

“ Friend of KiDg Qeorge, but, of King Jesus more.” 

In the same Manner, the Earl of Dartmouth, 
while a Member of Lord North’s Cabinet* 
being likewise ; known to entertain very deep 
Sentiments of Religiori, had obtained from 
the Opposition of that Time, the Nick-naine 
of (< the Psalm Singer.” 

* a " v. , 1 

The indecorous Personality of Debate 
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that distinguished the lower House, during 
this extraordinary Crisis of Affairs, pro¬ 
duced Scenes apparently unbecoming the 
Assembly where they originated, and such 
as we would vainly expect to find in more 
tranquil Periods of our Parliamentary His¬ 
tory. General Ross, a Man of very eccen¬ 
tric Manners, rising in his Place, accused a 
Lord of the Bedchamber, the Earl of Gal¬ 
loway, with endeavouring to influence his 
Vote, by Allusions or direct Intimations of 
the royal Displeasure at his supporting 
the Coalition. Lord Galloway’s Brother, 
the Honorable Keith Stewart, read a written 
Denial of the Assertion: but, the General 
persisted in maintaining the Charge. He 
had served with great Gallantry and Dis¬ 
tinction, under General Eliott, during the 
memorable Siege of Gibraltar; where he 
commanded the Troops employed on the 
27th of November, 1781, in the Sally made 
from the Garrison with such Success, when 
the Lines and Batteries of the Besiegers, 
were burned or destroyed. This extraor¬ 
dinary Attack on Lord Galloway, was com¬ 
monly denominated “General Ross’s Sally” 
Lampoons, a Weapon, in the Management 
of which, the Opposition unquestionably ex- 
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celled their Opponents, were circulated with 
great Assiduity and Effect. In one of them, 
Stewart was thus apostrophized : 

“ Captain Keith, Captain Keith, 

Keep your Tongue iu your Teeth, 

Lest you Bedchamber Secrets betray ! 

And if you want more, 

Why, my bold Commodore, 

You may borrow of Lord Galloway.” 

Keith Stewart, who was a Captain in the 
Royal Navy, had incurred, as a professional 
Man, some Censure or Reflections, perhaps 
very unjustly, during the War with Holland, 
for having allowed a homeward bound Dutch 
Ship of War to slip through the Downs, and 
reach the Texel, while he was said to have 
been on Shore at Deal. His Brother, Lord 
Galloway, having, like Lord Sandwich, the 
Inside of his Mouth most defectively fur¬ 
nished for Purposes of Mastication, it was 
well known, used a complete Set of arti¬ 
ficial Teeth. Sir Richard Hill, accustomed 
almost always to draw his Allusions or Au¬ 
thorities from Holy Writ, endeavoured to 
prove that even Benefits might result from 
secret Influence, by adducing the Instances 
of Haman and of Mordecai. “ The honest 
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“Israelite,” he observed, “ repaired pri- 
V vately to Court, and averted the Danger 
“ which threatened the People of God, from 
“ Hainan’s Ambition; who being driven from 
“ the Cabinet, was finally suspended on a 
“ Gibbet.” I thought however, at the Time 
when Sir Richard pronounced this Speech, 
that Pitt was not perfectly pleased with the 
Comparison made between himself and Mor- 
decai. Even Dundas, who might have been 
esteemed incapable of descending to such 
Modes of Attack ; yet, when referring to 
Lee’s very imprudent Assertion, made, I 
think, on the 12th of January, that “ a 
“ Charter was only a Scroll of Parchment, 
“ with a Piece of Wax dangling to it;” ob¬ 
served, that it had been asked with equal 
Reason, “ What was the great Harm of 
“ hanging an Attorney General? An hanged 
“‘Attorney General, was only a Carcase 
“ dangling at the End of a Rope.” She-r 
ridan, however, retorted on him with equal 
Ability and Severity, for this curious Meta¬ 
phor. Lord North did not scruple to ac¬ 
cuse the Ministers with canvassing for Votes, 
from one Extremity of the Kingdom, to 
the other:—an Imputation repeated in still 
stronger Language by General Conway, who 
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denominated their Agents, Rat Catchers; 
but, which Charge was repelled by the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, as wholly desti¬ 
tute of Proof. On the other Hand, Rigby 
complained that Robinson, in the Anticipa¬ 
tion of a speedy Dissolution of Parliament, 
had made Use of Ministerial Influence, to 
affect the future Election of a Member for 
the Borough of Harwich; though he did not 
think proper to ground any specific Motion 
on his Complaint. 

Pox, alluding to the Reflections which 
had been thrown out by Sir Richard Hill, 
on the Prince of Wales, for attending Ques¬ 
tions under Agitation in that House, ex¬ 
claimed with Warmth, “ God forbid, that 
“ Royal Personage should not participate 
“ in its political Concerns!/ Where can he 
“ so well imbibe a Knowledge'of the Princi- 
“ pies of our Constitution, as within these 
“ Walls? How can he better illustrate the 
“ Excellence of his Character, than by thus 
“ blending personal Respect for the King 
“ his Father, with Attachment to his Coun- 
“ try?” Not deterred however by such Ob¬ 
servations, from animadverting on other Cir¬ 
cumstances connected with His Royal High- 
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ness’s personal Appearance under the Gal¬ 
lery; the new Treasurer of the Navy re¬ 
marked hypothetically, that “ if the great 
“ Personage in Question, not content with 
“ merely listening to the Debates, should 
“ on any Occasion , testify by his Behaviour 
“ or Gesticulations, while in the House, a 
“ Predilection or Partiality for any Set of 
“ Men; such Marks of his Preference would 
“ be. unbecoming, and might operate as a 
“ Means of Influence.” No Answer was 
given by any Member of the Opposition, to 
the supposed Case thus stated : but Lord 
North, in the Course of the Evening, after 
expatiating on the eminent Virtues of the 
Heir Apparent, expressed a becoming Ad¬ 
miration at “ his attending the House of 
“ Commons, where he might imbibe the true 
“ Spirit of our Constitution, and become ac- 
“ quainted with the Nature of this limited 
“ Government, rather than listening to Flat- 
“ terers.” The Comments on this delicate 
Subject, proceeded no further, and were not 
renewed during the Remainder of the Par¬ 
liament. 

[23d January.] .The City of London led 
the Way to the rest of the Kingdom, by 
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going up at this Juncture to the Foot of the 
Throne, with.an Address, thanking his Ma¬ 
jesty for the very Interference, which the 
House of Commons had pronounced to be 
subversive of the Constitution. They re¬ 
torted at the same Time, upon the Authors 
of Fox’s India Bill, the Charge of “ raising 
“a Power unknown to this free Govern- 
“ ment, and highly inimical to its Safety.” 
Encouraged by such unequivocal Demon¬ 
strations of the Affection of the .Metropolis, 
and of the corresponding Defection in the 
Opposition Ranks, Pitt had already framed 
and brought forward another East India 
Bill, the second Reading of which took 
Place at this Time. All the Faculties of 
the two, great Leaders, who had originated 
those respective .Measures, were exerted in 
its Attack and its Defence. Fox, after con¬ 
trasting its pretended Inefficiency and Fluc¬ 
tuation of System, with the Vigour which 
characterized his own Measure for the Go¬ 
vernment of our Asiatic Possessions, con¬ 
cluded by protesting, “ If the present Bill 
“ is adopted, the Company may continue to; 
“ transmit Orders to their Servants. They 
“ may fill their Dispatches, with Morals and 
“ with Ethics; but, all their Commands will be 
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“ perused with Indifference, and treated with 
“ Disrespect. If adopted, I do not hesitate 
■“ to assert that India is lost, irrecoverably 
“ lost forever” This most unfortunate Pre¬ 
diction was not however meant so much for 
Futurity, as calculated to operate on the 
Apprehensions of his Audience. The Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, with more Atten¬ 
tion to the Patience of the House, briefly 
pointed out the dangerous, as well as uncon¬ 
stitutional Nature of the Power, proposed 
by Fox to be vested in Lord Fitzwilliam, 
“ independant of the Crown; dependant oh 
‘‘ the good Graces of the Ministers who 
“ could command a Majority inParliament.” 
The Division took Place before Midnight, 
when Pitt’s Bill was rejected only by eight 
Votes, out of four hundred and thirty-six 
Persons who divided. Such, indeed, was 
Fox’s Consciousness of these Victories finally 
terminating in Defeat, that no sooner had he 
thrown out the Bill of the Minister, than he 
moved for Leave to introduce his own Bill 
a second Time; but, so changed and modi¬ 
fied in its leading Principles, as to be 
scarcely recognizable for the same Measure. 
He unquestionably perceived when too late, 
rhe Error into which his own ill regulated 
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Ambition, propelled by Burke’s ardent and 
theoretical Spirit, bad precipitated the Party. 
In Order therefore to conciliate the Favor 
of the House, and of the Country, to the 
Measure, he now offered to abandon almost 
all its obnoxious Provisions; particularly, 
the Patronage, which had excited so much 
Obloquy and Clamor. There remained only 
two fundamental Principles or Features, 
which he declared himself unable to retract; 
namely, the Permanency of the System for 
the Government of India, under Parliamen¬ 
tary, not Royal Authority; and secondly, 
that the supreme Control itself should be 
established, not on the Ganges, but here at 
Home. The Proposition, however, appeared 
to be no longer suited to the Exigency. It is 
impossible not to accuse Fox of betraying 
Want of Judgment, throughout every Part of 
the Transactions which led to his ministerial 
Downfall. A cautious, or a temperate States¬ 
man, would not have furnished the Sove¬ 
reign to whom he was personally unaccept¬ 
able, with the Means of precipitating him 
from the Elevation which he had attained 
with so much Labor. Had the Coalition 
made a judicious and moderate Use of their 
Power, the King, however he might have 
vol. hi. 3 A 
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lamented his Situation, could not have li¬ 
berated himself from their Yoke. They en¬ 
abled him, by their Errors, to emancipate 
himself. When we reflect that another Co¬ 
alition, formed by Lords Grenville and Grey, 
uninstructed by Experience, renewed and 
exhibited in 1807, nearly the same Error, 
followed by the same Results, it affords no 
common Matter of Astonishment. 

After the Rejection of the Minister’s Bill 
for the Government of India, Fox, sustained 
by Members in various Parts of the House, 
endeavoured to force from Pitt an explicit 
Declaration of his Intentions relative to a 
Dissolution of Parliament: but, neither 
Menaces nor Expostulations could pre¬ 
vail over his Determination to observe a 
profound Silence on that Point. He re¬ 
sembled a Rock, against which the Waves 
dashed and spent their Force. To General 
Conway, who accused him of attaining 
Power by unconstitutional Means, and ex¬ 
isting by Corruption, he replied with great 
Dignity; but, refused to answer any Inter¬ 
rogatories from Individuals. “ I will be the 
“ sole Judge of my own Honour,” said he, 
“ and though 1 have not been long accus- 
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“ tomed to the strong Language used within 
“ these Walls, yet, neither unsupported 
“ Slander, nor intemperate Threats, shall 
“ discompose my Temper.” Vainly Fox 
exhausted his Indignation on the Minister’s 
“ sulky Silence, and Want of Decency to- 
“ wards the House.” With as little Effect, 
Lord Surrey pledged himself, if Fitt per¬ 
sisted in denying the Information demanded, 
to bring forward a Motion of a compulsory, 
or a criminating Nature. Lord North and 
Sheridan, each, assailed him with every 
Weapon of Debate: while Martin, notwith¬ 
standing his avowed Detestation of the Co¬ 
alition, declared that on this Occasion he 
could not support Administration; but, 
would abandon them, if the threatened Re¬ 
solution should be brought forward. Pitt 
remained immovable. It was a Moment of 
Crisis; the Majority irritated, clamorous, 
and ripe to have come to a Vote of a violent 
Nature. But, Fox, who well knew that 
any such Act would only furnish a momen¬ 
tary Triumph, followed by the Destruction 
of his Parliamentary Machinery, interposed 
with apparent Moderation. “ Perhaps,” ob¬ 
served he, “ the Minister conceives that be- 
“ cause he has insulted this House to such 
3 A 2 
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“ a Point, he may proceed still further. I 
“ am nevertheless averse to take any intem- 
“ perate Advantage of his Conduct.” He; 
therefore, proposed an Adjournment of a 
few Hours, ’till twelve o’Clock of the same 
Hay, (Saturday, the 24th of January;) ex¬ 
pressing his Hope that a full Attendance 
would then take place. His Expectations 
were realized:—for I have rarely witnessed 
a greater Number of Members than assem¬ 
bled on the Occasion. Powis instantly ris¬ 
ing, with Marks of strong and visible Emo¬ 
tion, reiterated Fox’s Question of the pre¬ 
ceding Night; but, Pitt, though he no longer 
declined making any Reply, yet was with 
Difficulty induced to guarantee the Exist¬ 
ence of the House of Commons, even for 
eight and forty Hours. With that slender 
Assurance of their Duration, they instantly 
adjourned. 

Notwithstanding the rising Indignation of 
the Capital and the Country, which every 
Day manifested itself with augmenting En¬ 
ergy, in Favour of Administration; yet the 
Ministers Situation at this Juncture, equally 
painful in itself, as it was without Precedent 
in our Parliamentary History, appeared to 
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be at Times not wholly exempt from per¬ 
sonal Danger. Fox might be said, 'without 
either Metaphor or Exaggeration, to hold 
suspended over his Head, the severest Marks 
of the Indignation of an offended House of 
Commons. His Removal from the King’s 
Presence and Councils, as an Enemy to his 
Country; his Impeachment, or his Commit¬ 
ment to the Tower;—any, or all of these 
Propositions, might probably, nay, might 
certainly have been carried, in Moments of 
Effervescence, when the Passions of a po¬ 
pular Assembly, inflamed by such a Con¬ 
ductor as Fox, seemed to be ripe for any 
Act of Violence. The Irritation and Impa¬ 
tience produced by Debates, protracted or 
repeated Night after Night, rendered his 
Followers susceptible of Impressions the 
most hostile to the Minister; who, in sullen 
Majesty, or in contumelious Silence, heard, 
unmoved, their clamorous Denunciations, 
seated calmly on the Treasury Bench. Mr. 
Pitt displayed in that Situation, during suc¬ 
cessive Weeks, a Combination of Fortitude, 
Self-possession, Presence of Mind, and Abi¬ 
lity, which 1 never recollect without Admi¬ 
ration. He did not indeed manifest the Su¬ 
avity, Amenity, and Wit, of Lord North, or 
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of Sheridan. But, always preserving the 
Command of himself, he was never led into 
Deviations from Caution and Prudence, even 
when he seemed most to set at Defiance, the 
Menaces of his Adversaries. If we reflect 
on his Period of Life, our Surprize is aug¬ 
mented. He constituted indeed in himself, 
the Administration which he defended ; and 
which, without him, could not have been 
maintained for a single Week, in Existence. 

It may naturally be asked, why Fox, 
holding in his Hand so powerful an Engine 
as the Majority of a House of Commons, 
which Assembly, he well knew, might every 
Day be dissolved; and the individual Mem¬ 
bers composing which Superiority, he saw 
diminishing after almost every Debate or 
Division, in consequence of the natural 
Operation of a Variety of obvious Causes; 
yet should never have let fall its Vengeance 
on the. Head of the Minister, whom lie ap¬ 
parently held in his Power? Why, when 
he saw all the ordinary Expedients exhaust¬ 
ed or ineffectual, which might compel the 
King to dismiss his Administration, or in¬ 
duce the Ministry to resign; did he tamely 
wait, till Mr. Pitt’s Measures being ripe, 
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and the Country having declared almost 
unanimously on his Side, a Dissolution re¬ 
duced the Coalition to Insignificance, and 
overwhelmed their ill-concerted Schemes for 
perpetuating their Authority ? Fox wanted 
neither Vigor, Decision, nor Inclination, 
to have anticipated his own approaching 
Fall, and the Extinction of his ambitious 
Plans. Nor could he deceive himself rela¬ 
tive to the political Destruction which im¬ 
pended over the Coalition , if they did not 
prove victorious in the actual Contest. How 
then, and on what Principles of common 
Sense, are we to explain this seeming Con¬ 
tradiction in his Conduct? 

Fox possessed no absolute Certainty in 
the first Place, whatever he might believe, 
that the same Majority which had supported 
him in voting Remonstrances to the Throne, 
would either stop the Supplies, or carry up 
an Address for Mr. Pitt’s Removal. Various 
Country Gentlemen already called for a 
Union, and thought that no Administration 
from which he should be excluded, would 
be found equal to the national Emergency. 
Even many of Fox’s Supporters among them 
loudly deprecated all Extremities. They 
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might abandon him. He might therefore be 
left in a Minority, and all his Consequence, 
as the Head of a great Party, would thus 
be lost by one imprudent Step. But, grant¬ 
ing however, as seemed most probable, that 
he should carry a personal Question against 
Mr. Pitt, by ten, twenty, or thirty Votes, 
in a crowded House; what would be the in¬ 
evitable Effect of such a Victory? That the 
King, sustained by the Voice of the Coun¬ 
try, and not susceptible of Fear, when he 
believed himself to be acting right; instead 
of dismissing his Ministers, would dissolve 
the Parliament, and confidently appeal to 
the People, against their own Representa¬ 
tives. In that Case, Fox, far from attaining 
his Object, would only have accelerated a 
Dissolution; and would afford to his Anta¬ 
gonist, a plausible, if not a solid Excuse, 
for advising the Sovereign to adopt that Mea¬ 
sure. These were unquestionably, the real 
Causes of Fox’s seeming Moderation. Nor 
did Pitt, on the other Hand, want Motives 
equally powerful in restraining him from any 
precipitate Movement. The County Mem¬ 
bers who supported him, were adverse to a 
Dissolution, unless Circumstances rendered 
it indispensable. By temporizing and pro- 
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tracting, however irksome, and even in some 
Degree humiliating, might be considered his 
Situation in Parliament; he gave Time for 
the public Sentiment to be loudly, as well 
as generally pronounced, and could avail 
himself of it at any Moment. Such were the 
Considerations which mutually withheld the 
two Chiefs from proceeding to Extremities, 
till the natural and unavoidable Progress of 
Affairs, produced the final Consummation. 

[26tli January.] The Idea of endeavouring 
to reconcile two Men, who combined in their 
Characters, almost all the great Endow¬ 
ments fitted for Government; if it could be 
realized, seemed apparently pregnant, at 
first View, with incalculable Benefit to the 
Country. Some Individuals of Respectabi¬ 
lity in the House of Commons, impelled by 
these Feelings, undertook the Experiment. 
As early as the 20th of January, the Idea 
was suggested from various Quarters, in the 
Course of Debate; but, neither Fox nor 
Pitt, though both affected to consider it as 
an Object highly desirable, pretended to 
think it practicable without a Sacrifice of 
Principle. Fox fairly avowed that he en¬ 
tertained very little Hope of seeing such a 
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Union effected, as could prove a Blessing 
to the Country. The Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer professed a similar Conviction, and 
stated it in still plainer Language. “ I am 
“ by no means averse,” observed he, “ to 
“ the Union so strenuously and so respect- 
“ ably recommended; but, I agree with the 
“ Right Honorable Gentleman, (Fox,) that 
“ such a Union, not founded on Principle, 
“ would only prove fallacious, and would 
“ produce Disunion in a Quarter where it 
“ must be attended with worse Consequences 
“ to the State, than can result from our Dis- 
“ putes in this Assembly.” Marsham, while 
he coincided in Sentiment with the two pre¬ 
ceding Speakers, yet expressed his w r arm 
Satisfaction at the Assurances which they 
gave, of their mutual Disposition to act to¬ 
gether for the public Extrication. But, 
Powis, with more Discernment, exclaimed, 
“ A Union of Abilities has been loudly 
“ called for within these Walls. I rather 
“ wish to see a Union of Principle. The 
“ former may produce discordant Counsels, 
“ and feeble Measures. The latter must 
“ have opposite Results.” 

In Fact, however specious the Project ap- 
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peared in Theory, it proved impracticable, 
and only served to demonstrate the Futility of 
the Attempt. The St. Alban’s Tavern be¬ 
came the Scene of this Parliamentary Drama, 
to which Place repaired about sixty or more 
Members, distinguished for high Character, 
large Property, and acknowledged Uprights 
ness of Intention. Though they, chose Mr. 
Thomas Grosvenor, Brother to the Peer of 
that Name, and one of the Representatives 
for the City of Chester, as their nominal 
Chairman; their Deliberations and Proceed¬ 
ings were chiefly conducted by two Gen¬ 
tlemen, who had already on various Occa¬ 
sions, taken a Lead in the Debates carried 
on within the Walls of the House. The 
first, the Honorable Charles Marsham, Son 
and Heir of Lord Romney, himself Member 
for Kent; though a Man by no Means pre¬ 
possessing or engaging in his Manners, 
which were coarse and inelegant; yet want¬ 
ed not Ability, and attracted deservedly 
general Consideration in his Parliamentary 
Capacity. The other, Mr. Powis, whom I 
have had so often Occasion to mention, 
and who commonly prefaced his Speeches, 
on Occasions of great Interest, by a copious 
Discharge of Tears, which he seemed to 
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command at Will; challenged Attention 
from his recognized Integrity, Eloquence, 
Energy of Mind, and Impartiality. 

The Duke of Portland, as nominal Head 
of one Party, and Pitt, as Leader of the 
other, affected equally to receive with De¬ 
ference, the Propositions made to each, on 
the Part of the associated Members. It is 
probable, however, that the Duke, in this 
Profession, might be more sincere than the 
Minister. Difficulties and Objections, either 
to a personal Interview, or to a Negotiation, 
were started in turn by both. Pitt refusing* 
to resign, or even to hear of a virtual Resig¬ 
nation, which was required of him, as a 
previous Step to any Conference for the Pur¬ 
pose of forming an extended Administration; 
the Overtures were suspended, and finally 
broken off, in consequence of these prelimi¬ 
nary Impediments. But, the patriotic Zeal 
of the St. Alban’s Meeting, was not to be 
overcome by ordinary Obstacles; and they 
returned to the Charge some Time after¬ 
wards, apparently under more propitious 
Auspices. In Compliance with their Sug¬ 
gestion and Wishes, the King was even in¬ 
duced, towards the End of the Month of Fe- 
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bruary, to send a Message to the Duke of 
Portland, recommending a Conference be¬ 
tween him and Pitt, with a View to consti¬ 
tute a Ministry, on “ a wide Basis, and on 
“ fair and equal Terms.” Instead of in¬ 
stantly closing with such a Proposition, from 
which, neither the Sovereign, nor the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, whatever might have 
been their secret Wishes, could easily recede, 
without incurring the Imputation of Insince¬ 
rity; the Duke of Portlaud and Fox thought 
proper to cavil about the Acceptation of the 
Term “ equal.” At this Opening, with 
which they injudiciously furnished him, Pitt 
escaped, by refusing to define any Expres¬ 
sions, before the proposed Interview. 

All further Efforts were therefore ulti¬ 
mately abandoned, with a View to produce 
a political Union between two Men, whose 
mutual Animosity and Rivality seemed to 
derive new Force, from the unsuccessful 
Attempts made to effect a Reconciliation. 
With whatever Complacency and ostensible 
Alacrity, Pitt invariably received the Pro¬ 
positions for such a Junction, it is difficult 
to persuade Ourselves that he could cordi¬ 
ally desire their Accomplishment. He beheld 
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the Prize for which they were contending; 
nearly attained and secured. His Ambition 
impelled him to govern alone, without an 
Equal and a Co-adjutor in the Cabinet, of 
such Energy as Fox. Even their Recrimin¬ 
ations in Parliament, which had been so 
acrimonious and so recent, seemed hardly 
to admit of being buried in instant Oblivion, 
without a mutual Sacrifice of Principle. 
We are warranted therefore in believing, 
that an Accommodation, forced on both by 
imperious Circumstances, would have prov¬ 
ed hollow, insincere, and of short Duration. 
They appeared to be not formed for acting 
together as Members of the same Adminis¬ 
tration; nor did they ever openly coalesce 
for an Instant, during their whole remain¬ 
ing Lives. The French Revolution itself, 
which successively brought over to Govern¬ 
ment, as to an Asylum against the Evils of 
a sanguinary anarchical Republic, so many 
other eminent Individuals, at whose Head 
were the Duke of Portland, Burke, and 
Windham; could never induce Fox to quit 
the Opposition Bench. He remained fixed 
there above two and twenty Years, till 
Death liberated him from his Antagonist ; 
and he then only became a Minister, when, 
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perhaps unfortunately for his Country, his 
own Career drew to its Close. 

During the Debate of the 26 th of Janu¬ 
ary, in Answer to the Charges brought 
against him by Fox, who called on him to 
resign his unconstitutional Power, as a ne¬ 
cessary Preliminary to any Union; the new 
First Minister replied with equal Dignity 
and Force of Expression. He seemed, in¬ 
deed, to feel not the slightest Apprehension 
from the Indignation or the Votes of his An¬ 
tagonist’s Majority. “ I came into Office,” 
observed he, “ to fulfil the Duty, which I 
“ owe his Majesty, whose Confidence I have 
“ not forfeited by any Experiment for intro- 
“ dncing a new Power or Estate into the 
“ Constitution.”—“ I consider myself as ag- 
“ grieved; since, wholly untried in my mi- 
“ nisterial Capacity, I lie under the Cen- 
“ sure of a Resolution of this House: but I 
“ have at least the Consolation to reflect, 
“ that in Proportion as the present Cabinet 
“ becomes more known, its Members rise 
“ in the Confidence and Esteem of Parlia- 
“ ment, as well as of the People. I may 
“ appeal for the Truth of my Assertion, to 
“ the decaying Majorities of the Opposition. 
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—“ Not that I am inimical to a Reconci- 
“ liation or a Union, which has been so 
“ strongly recommended; but, in Order to 
“ accomplish this Object, all personal Views 
“ or Prejudices, all Pride and Punctilio, 
“ must be laid aside. The Right Honorable 
“ Gentleman has insisted on the entire Re- 
“ signation of the present Ministers, previous 
“ to any Negotiation. But, though I oc- 
“ cupy an Employment of Eminence, it is 
“ not one of Choice; and I trust, whenever 
“ the Occasion calls for it, I shall approve 
“ myself neither tenacious of Power, nor 
“ improperly attached to Office. I act from 
“ patriotic, not private Views: but, my Sense 
“ of public Duty compels me to retain my 
“ actual Situation, till another Arrangement 
“ can be formed; and not to suffer this great 
“ Country to be again plunged into a State 

of Anarchy, accompanied with the Ab- 
“ sence of all Government, as we experi- 
“ enced on a recent Occasion.” The In¬ 
flexibility and Determination manifested in 
Pitt’s Speech, left little rational Prospect of 
Accommodation. 

[2d—lGth February.] The Discussions 
which took place iu the House of Commons, 
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between the Termination of January, and 
the Middle of the ensuing Month, though 
equally violent and acrimonious with the 
preceding Debates, contained less Matter of 
Interest, or of Novelty. Accusations, level¬ 
led against the “ East India Bill,” from the 
Treasury Bench; or against Secret Influ¬ 
ence, from the opposite Side; began to weary 
their Hearers, and made little Impression. 
Fox continued, it is true, Master of the 
Deliberations of the lower House of Parlia¬ 
ment; his Majorities sometimes falling as 
low as nineteen, and at other Times rising 
to thirty-one: but, this precarious Superiority 
was far overbalanced by his Decline in the 
popular Esteem. No Eloquence, nor any 
Exertions of Sophistry, could reconcile the 
Public to his Union with Lord North, fol¬ 
lowed immediately by the Introduction of a 
Measure, obviously calculated to cement 
their political Power at the Expence of the 
Crown, which it must have reduced to a 
State of Insignificance or Vassalage. During 
the Course of the Debate which arose on 
the 2d of February, when Mr. Grosvenor 
moved that “ an extended and united Admi- 
“ nistration was necessary for the Extrica- 
“ tion of the Country from its distracted 
vol. hi. 3 B 
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“ State,” great Difference of Opinion re¬ 
specting its Eligibility, was exhibited among 
the Members of the Assembly. Powis, 
whose Sentiments upon every Point inspired 
great Respect, declared that “ a general 
“ Coalition was now become a Matter, not 
“ of Choice, but of Necessity.” “No Man,” 
added he, “ can any longer oppose it, with- 
“ out voting in Effect that the national Busi- 
“ ness shall be suspended, which must pro- 
“ duce general Ruin.” Widely different was 
the View of Things taken by Sir Cecil Wray, 
who, however inferior to Powis in Ability, 
yet, as being Box’s Colleague for Westmin¬ 
ster, and possessing plain common Sense, 
was heard with much Attention. “ I can- 
“ not,” said he, “ consistently with my Duty 
“ or my Principles, contribute by my Vote 
“ to replace in Cabinet, the very Individuals, 
“ who by their late daring Invasion of the 
“ Rights and Properties of their fellow Sub- 
“ jects, have been so justly dismissed by 
V His Majesty, and some of whom ought to 
“ have been brought to the Block”—“ As 
“ to the Distractions in the State, which are 
“ mentioned in the Motion , I know of none; 
“ nor do I believe in their Existence. On 
.“ the contrary, the People seem to be nearly 
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“ of one Opinion, respecting the present Mi- 
“ nisters, and those recently in Power. The 
“ former are generally regarded as honest 
“ and virtuous; while the others are thought 
“ to have justly forfeited their Employments, 
“ for having attacked the most sacred Privi- 
V leges of their fellow Citizens. There are 
“ hardly two Opinions on this Subject, with- 1 
“ out Doors. This House, indeed, has de- 
“ dared that it has no Confidence in the 
“ Administration ; but, the Addresses which 
“ are daily pouring in from different Parts 
“ of the Kingdom, prove how much the 
“ Public confide in them. The unavoidable 
“ Inference is, that the Voice of the House of 
“ Commons, is no longer the Voice of the 
“ People of England ” 

■ Fox, in his Reply, treated the Addresses 
to which Sir Cecil had alluded, with great 
Contumely; not foreseeing how rapidly they 
would spread over the whole Surface of the 
Country. Of Westminster, and of Middlesex, 
he spoke, as Portions of England inaccessible 
to Ministerial Artifice or Delusion. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer having assented 
to Mr. Grosvenor’s Motion , Mr. Coke, Mem¬ 
ber for Norfolk, immediately proposed, that 
3 b 2 
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* the Continuance of the present Ministers in 
“ Power, is an Obstacle to an extended and 
“ united Administration: ” Fox thus con¬ 
ducting his Majority forward from Step to 
Step, till he should carry them to the in¬ 
tended Consummation. On this Mode of 
Parliamentary Proceeding, Pitt commented 
with much Severity and Justice of Animad¬ 
version. “ The House,” observed he, “ has 
“ been insidiously led on from one Resolu- 
“ tion to another, without ever discussing 
“ any single Proposition on its own proper 
“ Merits. The first Resolutions were voted 
“ at six in the Morning;—a most unusual 
“ Hour; with scarcely any Debate or Dis- 
“ cussion. The second grew out of the 
“ former, and were followed by the third. 
“ But, how had they been discussed ?—As 
“ mere Corollaries to the preceding Propo- 
“ sitions, which this Assembly was bound 
“in Consistency to adopt, as a Matter of 
“ Course. Thus artfully have we been kept 
“ from forming a fair Estimate of the Ques- 
“ tions submitted to us.”—Having endea¬ 
voured to point out the Contradictions in 
which Powis involved himself, by voting for 
the Resolutions, though he opposed and dis¬ 
approved them; though he admitted that 
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“ they were hastily proposed, grounded on 
“ doubtful or unauthenticated Premises, and 
“ held out unfair Conclusions—Pitt ad¬ 
verted to other Parts of that Gentleman’s 
Speech. “ He does not wish me,” added 
the Minister, “ to quit the Fortress, as he 
“ denominates it, thjat I occupy, and to 
“ march out with a Halter about my Neck. 

“ Sir, the only Fortress that I recognize, or 
“ ever desire to defend, is the Fortress of 
“ the Constitution. For its Preservation I 
“ will resist every Attack, and every Seduc- 
“ tion. With what Regard, indeed, either 
“ to my own personal Honour, or to public 
“ Principle, can I change my Armour, and 
“ meanly beg to be received as a Volunteer 
“ among the Forces of the Enemy ? This is 
“ a Humiliation to which I never will con- 
“ descend.”—“ 1 am nevertheless disposed 
“ to facilitate, as far as my Principles will 
“ allow me, the Union so much desired. 

“ But, I see no Reason for the previous 
“ Resignation of Ministers, and never will 
“ consent to it. If the House think other- 
“ wise, there are constitutional Means open 
“ to them, either by Impeachment for our / 
“ Crimes, if we have committed any, or by 
“ addressing the Crown for our Removal.* 
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Mr. Coke’s Motion passed by a Majority of 
Nineteen, in a very crouded House, where 
four Hundred and twenty-seven Members 
were present. 


Notwithstanding this apparent Triumph 
of the Coalition , their (jause declined in the 
public Estimation from Day to Day. Nei¬ 
ther the powerful Eloquence of Fox, the Sal¬ 
lies of Wit which illuminated every Speech 
of Lord North, nor the happy Mixture of 
Humour, Argument, and Satire, which cha¬ 
racterized the Efforts of Sheridan in Parlia¬ 
ment, could rescue the Party from the Im¬ 
putation of having made mutual Sacrifices 
of Principle. During the Debate of the 
subsequent Evening, the third of February, 
Sheridan even avowed without Circumlocu¬ 
tion, that when Fox first communicated to 
him, the Proposition of coalescing with his 
autient Adversary, lie advised his Right Ho¬ 
norable Friend by no Means to accede to it'; 
as the insurmountable Prejudices imbibed 
throughout the Nation, would infallibly pro¬ 
duce the Loss of his Popularity, Character, 
and general Estimation. Sheridan added 
indeed, that- on maturely weighing the Mo¬ 
tives of State Necessity by which it was 
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dictated; when sustained by his Experience 
of the Honour, Principles, and Steadiness of 
Lord North; he rejoiced at the Union which 
had taken Place, even in Contradiction to 
his own Advice. But, it is evident from 
this Disclosure of his Sentiments, that he 
reasoned more dispassionately than Pox; 
who, seduced by. his Ambition, goaded by 
his Wants, and beholding only the nume¬ 
rical Ascendant which Lord North’s Junc¬ 
tion would give him, in one, if not in both, 
Houses of Parliament, imagined that he 
could coerce the Sovereign, and might either 
persuade, delude, or despise the People. 
The Event fully justified Sheridan’s Opi¬ 
nion, and manifested the Superiority of his 
Judgment: since, even though we should 
admit that Lord Shelburne would inevitably 
have remained in Power, if Fox had not 
joined Lord North, yet the former must 
have occupied the . most imposing Situation 
as a public Man, placed in some Measure 
at the Head of the Rockingham Party, while 
maintaining his original Ground of Opposi¬ 
tion; and could not probably have been 
long excluded from a Participation in the 
Counsels of the Crown, even by Pitt him¬ 
self. 
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In vain did Sheridan, with admirable 
Wit, endeavour to shew that an equal Sa¬ 
crifice of all political Principle had taken 
Place on the ministerial Side of the House, 
as was exhibited among the Members oppo¬ 
site them:—an Assertion which he attempted 
to illustrate by the Spectacle which the 
Treasury Bench presented, where the Indi¬ 
viduals now seated Side by Side, were be¬ 
held recently acting in Hostility towards each 
other. But, the Union of inferior or subor¬ 
dinate Persons, did not excite Sentiments 
of equal Repugnance, nor awaken such mo¬ 
ral Condemnation, as the Coalition of two 
Principals, the one of whom had, for suc¬ 
cessive Years, been loaded by the other, 
with the severest Imputations, and denoun¬ 
ced as a just Object of national Vengeance. 
In vain did Pox accuse the First Minister, 
“ after assassinating the Constitution by Se- 
“ cret Influence, in one House of Parlia- 
“ment; with having Recourse to Methods 
“ of the basest Corruption, in Order to pro- 
“ cure a Majority in another.” As vainly 
did Rigby reproach Pitt with lavishing Peer¬ 
ages for the same Purpose; while it was no¬ 
torious that the late Administration was de¬ 
barred from conferring similar Dignities, and 
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had not been able to make even a single 
British Peer. With as little Effect did 
Marsham read the Resolutions adopted by 
the Meeting at the St. Alban’s Tavern, 
affirming “ that any Administration founded 
“ on the total Exclusion of the Members of 
“ the last, or of the present Ministry, would 
“ be inadequate to the public Exigencies 
or did Powis urge the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to resign, as a necessary Pre¬ 
liminary to all Conciliation. Pitt, though 
he still professed to desire an Union, “ pro- 
“ vided it could be effected without a Sacri- 
“ fice of Principle or of Honouryet not 
only refused previously to retire from Office, 
but, started many ulterior Impediments to 
the Accomplishment of the Object itself. 

No Symptoms of Approximation between 
the contending Parties, beyond unmeaning 
Professions of mutual Disposition to bury in 
Oblivion past Animosities, took Place: while 
among their respective Adherents, a Spirit 
of inveterate Enmity was exhibited. Lord 
Mulgrave, in one of his Speeches, charged 
Fox with “ trampling the House of Bruns- 
fi wick under Foot,” by his “ East India 
(i Billand though called to Qrder by the 
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late Secretary of State, inveighed against 
him as “ a Plunderer and an Invader.” 
Governor Johnstone said, that “ if an Elec- 
“ tion for a King were to take Place in this 
u Country, Mr. Fox should have his Vote ; 
“ so high an Opinion did he entertain of 
“ those transcendant Abilities which the 
“ Eight Honorable Gentleman possessed : 
“ but, wishing to preserve the Constitution, 
“ he had negatived a Bill which would have 
“ placed its Author above all Control.” 
“ His Talents,” added Johnstone, “ I admit 
“ to be pre-eminent: so were those of Julius 
“ Caesar, who undid Rome. Oliver Crom- 
“ well, who made the House of Commons 
“ his Instrument, overturned the Constitu- 
“ tion. Such would have been the Effect of 
“ the East India Bill, if it had passed the 
“ Legislature. Nor is the Continuance of 
“ the present Minister in Office, less neces- 
“ sary in Order to prevent the Renewal of 
“ that Measure, than was his original Ac- 
“ ceptance "of Employment, to defeat it in 
“ the first Instance.” W.ilberforce declared, 
that “ even if that obnoxious Bill had passed 
“ the House of Peers, by as great a Majority 
as it did the lower House, yet he should 
“ equally have thanked the Crown for dis- 
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“ missing the late Ministers.” Pitt himself, 
treating with Defiance, as well as with Con¬ 
tempt, Fox’s indirect Attempts to force his 
Resignation, called on his Antagonist to come 
boldly forward; and either to criminate his 
Conduct as a Minister, or to move a personal 
Question for his Removal from Office. Pro¬ 
fessing his own Purity, both as a Man, and 
as a public Functionary, he avowed his In¬ 
difference for all the Clamour of Party, or 
the unfounded Imputations brought against 
the Mode of his attaining Power; and con¬ 
cluded by trusting that the House would do 
Justice to the Motives, which actuated his 
present Line of Conduct. 

[11th—17th February.] Burke by no 
means took the Same active or conspicuous 
Part in the Debates that followed the Re¬ 
jection of the “ East India Bill,” as he had 
exhibited while the Measure was on its Pro¬ 
gress to the upper House. With the Loss 
of the Pay Office, he seemed to have lost for 
a Time, m uch of his Energy of Mind. Even 
Lord North scarcely occupied the second 
Place in these Parliamentary Convulsions, 
whefe Sheridan and Erskine, Powis and 
even Mafisham, severally attracted almost as 
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much Attention, as the late First Minister. 
His blue Ribband, seen conspicuous among 
the great Coats, buff Waistcoats, and dirty 
Boots of his new Allies, involuntarily re¬ 
called the Reflection of his having given the 
Law from the Treasury Bench, during 
twelve Years, to the same Assembly, in 
which he now performed so humiliating 
and inferior a Character. He bore never¬ 
theless, this political Change, under which 
many Men would have sunk, with that im¬ 
perturbable Serenity and .Equality of Tem¬ 
per, which ever distinguished him through 
Life. He acquired even the Applauses of 
every Party, by the manly Promptitude, 
and cheerful Readiness, which he shewed 
to sacrifice all personal Objects or Inte¬ 
rests, to the public Tranquillity. When Pitt 
avowed, that however highly he might res¬ 
pect that Nobleman’s Abilities, or esteem 
his private Character, yet they could never 
sit together in the same Cabinet; Lord 
North, while he loudly censured the con¬ 
temptuous Dignity, and unaccommodating 
Spirit of the Chancellor of the Exchequer; 
nevertheless declared, that no Considerations 
relative to himself, should for an Instant im? 
pede the Formation of a new Ministry, con* 
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sonant to the general Wishes of the Coun¬ 
try. 

“ There may be Individuals,” observed 
Pitt, “ against whom I entertain no personal 
“ Dislike or Ill-will; whose private Cha- 
“ racter I even respect and revere; whose 

Abilities are great;—and yet, with whom 
“ I could never bring myself to sit, or to 
“ act, in the Cabinet.” No Reply could 
be more dignified, yet disinterested, than 
that of Lord North. “ It is impossible for 
“ me to avoid perceiving,” said he, “ that I 
“ am the Person to whom Allusion is made. 
■“ From whatever Quarter, however, such 
“ Expressions may come, and with whatever 
“ Form of Words, they may be cloathed, I 
“ never will quit my Situation, or be driven 
“ from the Ground which I occupy in this 
“ Country, to gratify the Caprice or the 
“ Prejudices of any Man, whatever may be 
“ his Position in the State, or his Opinion of 
“ himself. But, if in the present distracted 
“ Condition of the Country, produced by 
“ the Means which the Chancellor of the 
“ Exchequer has used for obtaining Power, 
“ i find that the national Voice demands my 
“ Retirement; or that public Opinion regards 
“ me as an Obstacle to that extended and 
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“ united Administration, so anxiously re- 
“ quired, God forbid that I should impede 
“ the Consummation of such a salutary 
“ Union! No Love of Power or Emolu- 
“ ment, no Object of Ambition, shall induce 
“ me for a single Day to form a Bar to the 
“ Completion of that great Object.” This 
Declaration elicited the warmest Expres¬ 
sions of Admiration from Marsham and 
Powis Eulogiums the more noticed, as 
no Individuals in the House, had treated 
him with greater Acrimony, when First 
Lord of the Treasury, during the latter 
Part of the American War. Powis, after 
panegyrizing Lord North’s Virtues, sub¬ 
joined, “ For my own Part, 1 am not among 

the Number of those Persons, who would 
“ wish to exclude the noble Lord from any 
“ Place in a future Administration; but, 
“ since he has so disinterestedly expressed 
“ his Readiness to sacrifice his own Pros- 
“ pects, to the general Tranquillity and Be- 
“ nefit, the Fault will henceforward lie. with 
“ the Minister, if he should still refuse to 
“ pay to the House of Commons, the De¬ 
ference due to a Branch of the Legisla- 
“ ture.” 

Lord North was nevertheless unable to 
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prevent the Borough of Banbury, for which 
Place he sat in Parliament, and where 
his Family had always possessed a deci¬ 
sive Influence; from joining in the gene¬ 
ral Cry against the Coalition , and even 
framing an Address, thanking His Majesty 
for the recent Dismission from Office, of 
their actual Representative in the House of 
Commons. A Delegation from the Inhabi¬ 
tants of Banbury, waited on me in London, 
bringing with them the Address itself ; ac¬ 
companied by a Request that I would, pre¬ 
sent it to the King, on the first Levee Day, 
at St. James’s. But, on full Consideration, 
I declined taking such a personal Part 
against a Nobleman whonr I greatly res¬ 
pected, loved, and honoured, though I had 
withdrawn from the Party with which he 
had connected himself. Lord North, allu¬ 
ding afterwards, during the Debate which 
took Place on the 27th of February, to this 
Address, declared that “ he had the Conso- 
“ lation to know, it was not signed by one 
“ of those Individuals, his Constituents, who 
“ returned him to Parliament.” It spoke 
nevertheless, the Sentiments of a large, and 
respectable Portion of the Inhabitants and 
Householders of the Place. 
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[18th and 19th February.] No Circum¬ 
stance could more forcibly demonstrate the 
little Apprehension felt by Pitt, of the 
Effects of Parliamentary Indignation; or 
could prove in a stronger Manner, the 
Confidence with which his own Popularity 
inspired him, than his Conduct at this 
Juncture. Almost immediately after the 
Extinction of the fallacious Expectations 
awakened by the St. Alban’s Tavern Meet¬ 
ing, the Chancellor of the Exchequer rising 
in his Place, calmly acquainted the House, 
that “ the King, notwithstanding their Re-: 
“ solutions, had not thought proper to dis- 
“ miss his Ministers; and that they had not 
“ resigned.” Such a Piece of Information,, 
so delivered, seemed meant to force the 
Coalition on some Measure of Violence. 
Fox, nevertheless, while he did not . affect, 
to conceal his Indignation at the Affront 
offered to the legislative Body, and at the 
Defiance conveyed in the Minister’s Words; 
yet knew too well the feeble State of the 
Machine over which he presided, to press 
heavily upon its Springs. He reprobated 
indeed, the Treatment which the House, 
experienced a Treatment demanding, he 
said, exemplary Punishment. But he con¬ 
cluded with only proposing an Adjourn- 



1784.] 


MEMOIRS. 


753 


ment of eight and forty Hours, in order to 
give the Minister Time for Reflection. This 
Motion, so distinguished by involuntary 
Forbearance, he carried by tvjelve; a very 
slender Superiority, where above four Hun¬ 
dred Members divided. 

Fox, on this Occasion, though he pre¬ 
tended to deprecate any intemperate Step, 
and only demanded a Respite of one or two 
Days; exclaiming with Dido, while he ac¬ 
commodated her Complaints to his own 
Feelings, 

“ Tetnpus inane peto; Spatium Requiemque Furori 

yet endeavoured, by a most able and laboured 
Appeal to the wounded Pride of the House, 
to inflame their Passions, while he directed 
their Resentment against the Minister. Powis 
highly approved and supported the Motion, 
which, he said, was in itself moderate, for¬ 
bearing, and the only proper Course adapted 
to the extraordinary Circumstances of the 
Country, as it allowed breathing Time, while 
a Compromise, he hoped, might yet be effec¬ 
tuated. But, there were other independent 
Members of the House, who held a different 
Language. Sir William Lemon, one of the 

vol. hi. 3 c 
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Representatives for the County of Cornwall, 
declared that he wished not for any Union, 
on the Principles laid down by Fox. “ I 
“ never liked,” said he, “ any of the Reso- 
“ lutions adopted by this Assembly, of 
“ which the present Ministers are the Ob¬ 
ject. I consider them as arbitrary, vio- 
“ lent, and personal. The Chancellor of 
“ the Exchequer has already made every 
“ Concession compatible with his private 
“ Honor, and his official Situation. Those 
“ two great component Parts of his present 
“ Existence, must stand or fall together. I 
“ am happy that he has displayed so much 
“ Firmness in so good a Cause, and I trust 
“he will not stoop to any unbecoming Ne- 
“ gotiation.”. .. . 

Thus sustained from without, as well a§ 
from within, Pitt not only displayed the 
most determined Resolution, but, charged 
Fox and his Adherents, with systematically 
withholding the Supplies; thus sacrificing 
their Country, as he asserted, to private 
Faction, Enmity, or Ambition. A Distinction 
was however drawn by the Opposition, be¬ 
tween withholding the Supplies, and only 
postponing them; which latter Line of Con- 
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duct, Powis, in moderate Language, and Mar-, 
shanij with much stronger Asseveration, de¬ 
clared to constitute their sole Intention. The 
last mentioned Member recriminated with 
Asperity, on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
as. expecting from him the same servile Sub r 
mission in registering the ministerial Edicts, 
which the French Sovereigns exacted in the 
Assemblies denominated Parliaments. With 
more Ability, Fox attempted to make a Com¬ 
promise with the Minister; offering instantly 
to vote the Supplies, provided that the House 
might receive Assurances from him, that 
“ His Majesty would comply with the De- 
“ sires of his faithful Commons.” But, Pitt, 
after first declaring the Conviction of “ his 
“ personal Honor being inseparably con- 
“ nected with his present .official Situation, 

“ and his Determination never to resign, as a 
“ Prelude to Negotiation—in other Words, 

“ to leave his Place, and then to treat with 
“ the Opposition, in Order to form Part of a 
“ new Administration—peremptorily re 
fused to barter Office for Supply, or to 
enter into any Stipulation on the Subject. 
From this Resolution, expressed in laconic, 
but, energetic Terms, neither Menaces, Blan¬ 
dishments, nor Expostulations, could induce 
3 c 2 
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him to recede: and after a prolonged De¬ 
bate of two successive Days, Fox, as the 
Master of the Assembly, finally moved to ad¬ 
journ the Sitting on the State of the Nation, 
which was carried without a Division. He 
still remained all-powerful within those 
Walls; but, Pitt’s Superiority lay without 
Doors, in every County, Town, and Vil¬ 
lage. x 

Already, Addresses crowded in, from 
London, down to New Sarum; a Borough 
which, though consisting only of one soli¬ 
tary Farm House, yet, as belonging to Lord 
Camelford, who had just been elevated to 
the Peerage, did not omit to offer its Tribute 
of Loyalty to the Crown, and of Abhorrence 
for the Measures of the Opposition. Mid¬ 
dlesex, Southwark, even Westminster, aban¬ 
doning Fox, approached the Throne with 
Congratulations, or with Testimonies of Ap¬ 
probation at the Dismission of the late Mi¬ 
nisters. York, a City where the Cavendish 
Interest had always been predominant, and 
which Place the late Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer actually represented in Parliament; 
—Edinburgh, Worcester, Exeter, and many 
other inferior Towns, followed the Example, 
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which spread with Rapidity throughout the 
whole Island. When we reflect on these 
Facts, we shall probably think that Mr. 
Pitt, whatever Professions he might either 
make, himself; or whatever Wishes for “ an 
“ united. and extended Administration,” he 
might judge proper to put into his Royal 
Master’s Mouth, in Reply to the Addresses 
of the House of Commons; yet could have 
nourished no serious Intentions of dividing 
his Power with Fox. 

Among the Persons of Rank who acted a 
conspicuous Part, and manifested more than 
ordinary Enthusiasm in the Cause of Pitt, at 
this Time, were two well known Noblemen, 
Lord Mahon, and Lord Mountmorres. I 
have already made Mention of the former, 
whose Eccentricities of Dress, Character, 
and Deportment, however great they might 
be, were nevertheless allied to extraordinary 
Powers of Elocution, as well as Energies of 
Mind. My Acquaintance with him was 
slight; but, during many Years I lived in 
Habits of familiar and frequent Intercourse 
with Lord Mountmorres. In his Person he 
was tall, slender, of a dark and adust Com¬ 
plexion; active, and always on his Feet, to 
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so great a Degree, as to convey an Idea of 
Ubiquity personified;—for, he seemed to be 
i in many Places at the'same Time. Invaria¬ 
bly busy, yet never attaining his Object; un- 
SttcOOssful in Love, in Ambition, in every Pur¬ 
suit; yet still continuing the Chace. An Ora¬ 
tor in Print, but, destitute of Eloquence; and 
printing Speeches which he had never pro¬ 
nounced. Eluent and plausible in Conver¬ 
sation, though wanting Judgment. Aban¬ 
doning his hereditary Seat in the Irish House 
of Peers, where he might have been useful to 
his Country, he preferred London; borne up 
by the fallacious Hope of acquiring a Place 
in the English House of Commons, which 
he never accomplished. An Enthusiast in 
Politics, he was not the less an Economist 
in his Expences; and though ardent in his 
Views, always keeping his Purse close shut. 
Perpetually planning Marriages, but never 
Succeeding in them, he finally died without 
entering into that State. Such was Lord 
Mountmorres, to whom the Authors of the 
•“ Rolliad,” have assigned two “ Probationary 
“ Odes;” while to all the other Individuals 
selected for Ridicule, among whom I hold 
my Place, they have only attributed one 
Production of that Kind. On the Hustings, 
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whether erected in Covent Garden, in Palace 
Yard, or in Westminster Hall, both the above 
mentioned Noblemen were constantly found, 
as in their proper Element; and Fox had not 
in the whole Range of the Metropolis, two 
more determined Enemies. Lord Mahon 
was however in all Senses the most formida¬ 
ble, pertinacious, and respectable. 

As the Tide of popular Indignation rose 
against the “ East India Bill,” tumultuary 
Meetings took Place in many Parts of the 
Kingdom, where the general Sense of the 
Inhabitants was collected. Westminster it¬ 
self, which during the last Years of Lord 
North’s unfortunate Administration, had 
constituted the Citadel and the Sanctuary 
of Fox; renouncing its voluntary Allegi¬ 
ance, raised the Standard against him. He 
vainly maintained, both by himself, and 
through his Adherents in Parliament, parti¬ 
cularly Erskine, that this painful Change 
originated solely in Delusion or Imposture: 
as if it required a superior Intelligence, to 
appreciate the Objects of that Measure; or 
as if Pitt, like the Magician in the “Arabian 
“ Nights’ Entertainments,” could transform 
Beef and Mutton, into the Appearance of 
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human Flesh. Lord North, alluding to one 
of these Assemblages of People in Westmin¬ 
ster Hall, which had very recently taken 
Place, and at which Fox was necessarily 

present;-1 think, it happened in the 

Course of the Debate of the 18th of Febru¬ 
ary;-gave a most picturesque, and ludi¬ 

crous Description of the Scene, as well as 
of the principal Performers. “ Much,” ob¬ 
served that facetious Nobleman, “ has been 
“ advanced relative to the pretended Popula- 
“ rity of the present Minister. From what 
“ Source does he derive such Nostrums? 
“ Is it from the Meeting, held a few Days 
“ ago, in Westminster Hall? One Descrip- 
“ tion of Citizens there vociferated, No Coa- 
lit ion / while others exclaimed, No back 
“ Stairs Influence ! But, it demanded the • 
“ utmost Precision of Ear, to decide which 
“ of the two Clamours predominated. In- 
“ deed, the Noise owed its Origin, as I am 
“ assured, not so much to the Multitude, as 
“ to two noble Lords who were there pre- 
“ sent. The first, (Lord Mahon,) by his 
“ nervous, impassioned Gesticulation, and* 
“ sonorous Oratory, is well calculated to 
“ carry away the Prize in such a Contest. 
il The disinterested Eloquence of the other 
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“ Peer, (Lord Mountmorres,) claims peculiar 
“ Respect. Not influenced by British Pro- 
“ perty, he has magnanimously exposed his 
“ Person in a Voyage to this Island, and' 
“ has hazarded the Perils of the Sea. Pro- 
“ fessing himself a Citizen of the World, 
“ an Advocate for the universal Rights of 
“ Mankind, he has abandoned his native 
“ Country. He has even left its Freedom 
“ in Jeopardy, in Order that he may devote 
“ his whole Faculties to the Interests and 
“Preservation of this Nation. From.the 
“ Operation and Influence of. such exalted 
“ Characters on the public Mind, we cannot 
“ reason with Safety.” 

Masterly as this Piece of historic Oratory 
must be esteemed, and powerful as was its 
Operation on the Muscles of the Audience, 
when pronounced; Lord Mahon, two Hays 
afterwards, during the Discussion of the 
20th February, retaliated with great Seve¬ 
rity, not unaccompanied with Ability, on 
his political Adversaries. After enumerating 
the unequivocal Proofs of Unpopularity 
which Fox received at the Meeting alluded 
to by Lord North, “ Does he,” exclaimed 
Lord Mahon, “ interpret. Groans into Ap- 
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“ plause, and take Hisses for Approbation ? 
“ —There was a Time, when he was heard 
“ like an Oracle! Why? Because the Pub- 
“ lie credulously believed that he was fight- 
“ ing their Battles, as a sincere and honest 
“ Tribune of the People.: But, their Eyes 
“ are opened since he has attempted to raise 
4 ‘ himself above the free Constitution of his 
“ Country, by aspiring to the Place of a Dic¬ 
tator.”—“ How was their Zeal expressed ? 
“ In pretty intelligible Words. No Grand 
“ Mogul! No India Tyrant! No Usurper! 
“ No Turncoat! No Catiline! —-If such be 
“ the Popularity to which he aspires, and if 
“ such are the Marks, of Approbation of 
“ which he boasts, long may he continue to 
“ receive them!” Even Pitt, in the Course 
of the same Evening, had Recourse t6 simi¬ 
lar Illustrations of the Decline of Fox’s In¬ 
fluence over his Constituents, who once idol¬ 
ized him. Having stated the Defeat of the 
Coalition at Reading , he next adverted to 
their Discomfiture at Hackney, where the 
Freeholders of Middlesex had been conven¬ 
ed. Fixing his Eyes on George Byng, one 
of the Members for that County, “ I see 
“ over against me,” observed he, “ a most 
“ determined Chieftain, just returned from 
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“ that Field of Warfare; whose Brow, in- 
“ deed, is no longer, as formerly, adorned 
“ with the Smiles of Victory. Whether at 
“ Westminster it is a Proof of Triumph, that 
“ the People would hot even hear the flight 
“ Honorable Gentleman, (Fox,) who once 
“ could charm the Multitude into mute At- 
“ tention ;—whether .He, emphatically deno- 
“ minated tlie Mail, and the Champion, of the 
“ People, is now content with the Execra¬ 
tion of those Multitudes, whom he.so long 
“ held in voluntary Bonds of Attachment 
“ and Homage;—these are Points on which 
“ I will not decide : but, sure I am, that if 
“ Westminster constitutes his only Proof, 
“ the Voice of the People is no longer with 
“ him.” Fox, though little, accustomed to 
allow such Speeches to remain unnoticed, 
did not offer aiiy Reply either to Pitt, or to 
Lord Mahon. We may, however, form some 
Idea, from the Scenes pourtrayed within the 
Walls of the House of Commons,, how great 
was the Ferment which then pervaded the 
Metropolis and the Kingdom. 

[February 4th-^16th.] The House of 
Peers, which Assembly, after arresting the 
Progress of the “ East India Bill,” as if ex- 
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hausted by that Effort, had ever since re¬ 
mained silent and supine Spectators of the 
Contest carrying on between the Crown and 
the Commons; exhibited some Symptoms of 
Animation about this Time, by adopting, 
early in the Month of February, two Proposi¬ 
tions of a Nature tending to condemn the Con¬ 
duct of the lower House, and to strengthen 
the Hands of the Sovereign. The Earl of 
Effingham, who during many Years of his 
Life, had manifested the most decided Hos¬ 
tility to the King’s Government; and who, 
as late as June, 1780, was unjustly accused 
of personally mixing in the Riots of the Ca¬ 
pital ; now appeared as the zealous Defen¬ 
der of Prerogative. He was sustained by 
the Duke of Richmond, whose political 
Character and Opinions had undergone since 
1782, a similar Transformation: while on 
the other Hand, the Resolutions moved by 
Lord Effingham, found the warmest Oppo¬ 
nents in the Earl of Mansfield, in Lord 
Stormont, and Lord Loughborough, so long 
the systematic Champions of Royalty. 

Few Debates more animated, as well as 
acrimonious and personal, have ever taken 
Place within the Walls of the upper House, 
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than occurred on this Occasion. While 
Lord Fitzwilliam drew the most unfavour¬ 
able Portrait of the young First Lord of the 
Treasury, whom he described as deficient 
not only in Experience, and averse to every 
social Source of Information, but, as devour¬ 
ed by an overweening and insatiable Thirst 
of Power; the Duke of Richmond panegy¬ 
rized his Industry, his Abstraction from Dis¬ 
sipation, his Application to public Business, 
his Frugality of the national Treasure, and 
Elevation of Mind; the last of which Quali¬ 
ties had been so conspicuously displayed in 
his recent Renunciation of a lucrative Sine¬ 
cure Place. Lord Stormont endeavoured to 
point the general Indignation against him, for 
his Presumption in continuing to retain his 
Situation, in Defiance of the Votes and Reso¬ 
lutions of the House of Commons: while his 
Predecessors in Office, Sir Robert Walpole, 
Lord North, and the Earl of Shelburne, had, 
each in Turn, anticipated, or respectfully 
obeyed, the first Demonstrations of the Plea¬ 
sure of that Branch of the Legislature. The 
Earl of Mansfield, with the political Timi¬ 
dity so characteristic of his whole Life, in 
every Situation, judicial or parliamentary; 
deprecated, as the greatest of national Ca- 
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lamities, any Resolution, which, by inter¬ 
rupting the Harmony subsisting between the 
two Houses, might lead to a Dissolution. 
He' seemed to contemplate such an Event, 
if it should take Place, as commensurate 
with the Destruction of the British Consti¬ 
tution itself; as disbanding the Army, laying 
up the Navy, suspending the Functions of 
Government, and throwing the Country into 
irremediable Confusion. The House, nei¬ 
ther deterred nor intimidated by these De¬ 
nunciations, voted the Resolutions by a large 
Majority of forty-seven; and followed them 
immediately with an Address to the Throne, 
expressive of their Reliance on His Majesty’s 
Wisdom in the Selection of his confidential 
Servants, as well as by the Assurances of 
their Support, in the just Exercise of those 
Prerogatives entrusted to him for the Pro¬ 
tection of his People. It was difficult to 
imagine a Triumph more decisive over the 
Coalition , or a more opportune and impor¬ 
tant Accession of Strength to the First Mi¬ 
nister, struggling against a Majority in the 
House of Commons. The King received, 
and replied to the Address, in laconic, bjtt, 
warm and affectionate Language. 
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(n other Periods of. our History, such an 
Interference, followed by such a Censure, 
might, and unquestionably Would, have call¬ 
ed put the Resentment ofthe Representatives 
of the People. But, as Fox justly dreaded 
all Occasions of Rupture, or of Dispute 
between the two Houses, which might afford 
the new Ministers a plausible Pretence for 
the Dissolution of Parliament; he contented 
himself with dictating arid carrying six 
Counter Resolutions, tending to justify the 
Line of Conduct that had been adopted by 
the House of Commons. Lord Beauchamp 
was selected for the Performance of this Ser¬ 
vice;. and after a Series of Debates which 
occupied eleven Days, distinguished through¬ 
out by the same Asperity as had been exhi¬ 
bited in every preceding Discussion, th6 
Resolutions finally passed without a Divi¬ 
sion. In the Progress of these gladiatorial 
Exhibitions of Parliamentary Ability and 
Dexterityfor, such they could only be 
deemed ;—Fox, conscio’us that the Conflict 
in which he had engaged, wore from Day 
to Day a more sinister Appearance, and 
must, however it might be protracted, ter¬ 
minate in his Fall; assumed every Shape, 
and tried every Means of inducing his Ad- 
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versary to propose, or to accept, some Prin¬ 
ciples of Accommodation. At one Time, 
denouncing the First Lord of the Treasury, 
Fox held him up to national Execration, as 
a Conspirator, who aimed at the Life of the 
House of Commons; which-Assembly heat 
the same Time daily insulted, by appearing 
among them as a confidential Servant of the. 
Crown, though destitute of their Confidence 
or Support. Changing altogether his Tone, 
a few Days afterwards, in soothing Accents, 
calculated to win their Way into the Heart, 
he complimented Pitt’s Abilities; professed 
Respect for his political Principles; ex¬ 
pressed his Readiness, nay, his Eagerness, 
to form an Union, provided it was grounded, 
not on private Interest of Aggrandizement, 
but, -on great public meritorious Motives of 
Action; apologized for any harsh or un¬ 
guarded Expressions, which might have oc¬ 
curred in the Warmth of Debate; avowed 
his Ambition and Love of Glory, as Senti¬ 
ments which he felt in common with the 
First Lord of the Treasury; and finished by 
protesting that he would make every per¬ 
sonal Sacrifice at the Shrine of his Country. 

In further Corroboration of these concili- 
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ating Dispositions, Fox took Occasion to 
declare, that he was ready to accommodate 
and modify his obnoxious Bill for the Go¬ 
vernment of India, so as to meet the public 
Wish, and to acquire the public Confidence. 
He would abandon the Patronage which it 
conferred, and would submit every Clause 
or Regulation of the Measure itself, to the 
Discussion of Parliament. His noble Friend, 
Lord North, would prove no Obstacle to 
Union between the two Parties. There re¬ 
mained only one Stipulation, from which he 
could never recede; namely, Mr. Pitt’s virtual 
Resignation; as being indispensable in itself, 
and as an Expiation to the violated Consti¬ 
tution of Great Britain. In Reply to these 
alternate Menaces and Blandishments, the 
Minister, on his Part, affected and professed 
an equal Desire of Union, on Bases of Prin¬ 
ciple and Honour; disclaimed all personal 
Views in the Line of Conduct which he had 
adopted, by his Acceptance of Office; de¬ 
clared that he should ever think he had per¬ 
formed an essential Service to his Country, 
by defeating, a Measure big with Destruction 
to the Constitution; expressed his Consola¬ 
tion at finding that Fox was disposed to re¬ 
nounce any of its pernicious Feature?; pro- 
vol. hi. 3 D 
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tested that he and his Colleagues were all 
ready to resign their Employments, as soon 
as a Prospect presented itself of forming an 
Administration, by which the State might be 
effectually served; but, took Care to conclude 
by declaring, that he could neither reconcile 
it to the Duty whiclv he owed his Sovereign 
and the People of England, nor to his own 
Honour, to lay down his Office, before he bo- 
held such a Prospect. It was evident that, 
amidst these reciprocal Professions and De¬ 
monstrations, not the smallest Advance was 
made on either Side, towards real Approxi¬ 
mation. 


‘ [20th February.] However decidedly the 
Sentiments of the Capital and of the Nation, 
had been already pronounced in Favour of 
the new Ministers, yet Fox still retained firm 
Possession of the House of Commons; though 
he held that Assembly, as he well knew, 
only by a frail and decaying Tenure; Powis, 
who, notwithstanding his avowed Disappro¬ 
bation of the East India Bill, and his in¬ 
vincible Repugnance to the Coalition, did 
not the less condemn and oppose the Form¬ 
ation of the new Administration, as wholly 
subversive of the Dignity and inherent Rights 
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of the lower House of Parliament'; rising 
in his Place, originated another Effort for 
compelling the King to dismiss thd First 
Lord of the Treasury. A most animated, 
long, and acrimonious Debate' ensued, ter¬ 
minating in Favour of Opposition, at a very 
late Hour of the Morning, after two Divi¬ 
sions, both which Fox carried ; the first, by 
a Majority of twenty; the last, by twenty-one. 
The Address voted, was ordered to be pre¬ 
sented by the whole House. But, this Tri¬ 
umph, however apparently gratifying, might 
be considered rather as nominal, than real; 
Hot extending in Fact beyond the Threshold 
of the Lobby, and being neither calculated 
to intimidate the Sovereign, nor to accelerate 
the First Minister’s Resignation. 

Lord Nugent, who might with even more 
Propriety than Welbore Ellis, be denomi¬ 
nated the Nestor of the House of Commons, 
at the Period of which .1 am writing; and 
who manifested all the Garrulity of Old 
Age, sustained by a Sort of unblushing Fa¬ 
cility of Utterance, which might pass for 
Eloquence;—took a prominent, and an ex¬ 
traordinary Part in the Discussion. Though 
closely connected .with Earl Temple, to 
3 d 2 
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whom he had married his Daughter, the 
Heiress of his Fortune ; yet he professed 
ardently to wish a Reconciliation and a 
Union, between the two Rival Statesmen. 
As an Encouragement to: attempt so great 
a national Object, he stated that he had 
accomplished, more'than thirty Years be¬ 
fore, a similar Undertaking; by means: of a 
personal'Interview between Lord Granville 
and Mr. Pelham, which took Place at his 
own Residence. “ These two Candidates 
“for Power,” said Lord Nugent, “-came to 
“ the Appointment, disguised. I introduced 
“ them to each other, and then left them 
“alone. A .good Supper, and excellent 
“ Wine, which I had provided, soon ban is hr 
“ ed mutual Reserve. They spoke freely, 
“ became Friends, and so remained. Thus 
“ was this Coalition effected in a single 
“ Night. I am not much acquainted with 
“ the two Gentlemen now sitting opposite 
“• each other; but, if they will meet at my 
“ House, they shall have a delicate Supper; 
“ with the finest Wines. They may even , if 
“ they please, get gloriously drunk. And I will 
“ answer for it, Over the Bottle, their Punc- 
“ tilios and Distrust will vanish : while Con- 
^ fidence will spring up, where Diffidence 
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“ previously existed.” This Proposition, 
which seemed rather adapted to a private 
convivial Party, than becoming a legislative 
Assembly, excited no Remark from any 
Quarter; and was excused on Account of 
the Age, sustained by the bold Peculiarities 
of the noble Person with whom it originated. 
Pitt and Fox could not have been reconciled, 
or made to act together, like Mr. Pelham and 
Lord Granville. The Men, and the; Times, 
were, both, equally different., 

[ have never witnessed greater oratorical 
Exertions made by Fox, than on that Even¬ 
ing. In a Speech of prodigious Length, 
which might be said to try the Patience of 
the House, he endeavoured to concentrate 
every Argument, and to exhaust every Topic 
of Declamation. But, his Antagonist, ele¬ 
vated by the Victories obtained without 
Doors, in various Towns aud Counties ; as 
well as nearer Home, at Hackney, where the 
Freeholders of Middlesex had been con¬ 
vened ; and above all, in Westminster itself, 
where Fox had just received the most un¬ 
equivocal Marks of the Disapprobation, or 
rather Indignation, of his own Constituents ; 
—elated by his Consciousness of these Ad¬ 
vantages, Pitt, with far more Brevity, but. 
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in a higher Tone than he had ever yet as¬ 
sumed, retorted on his Adversary with in¬ 
conceivable Severity. After exposing to 
Derision, the Inconsistence of his present 
Conduct, in becoming the Champion of a 
small Majority of the House of Commons, 
instead of constituting the distinguished Or¬ 
gan of the popular Voice, as he once was; 
and complimenting him on the Dexterity, 
with which he supported in turn the most 
opposite political Characters; Pitt justified 
himself from the Charge of Imposture, in 
representing to the Nation the pernicious 
Consequences to the British Constitution, 
that must have resulted from “ the East 
“ India Bill.” His Expressions,—I mean, 
Pitt’s,—-were dipt in Gall, though arrayed 
in all the Elegance of Language. The 
“ Right Honorable Gentleman,” observed 
the Minister, “ has this Evening appeared in 
“ a Character entirely new; but, which he 
“ supports, as, indeed, he does all his Parts; 
“ —with wonderful Ability. He is to-night 
“ the Champion of a small Majority of 
“ this House, against the loud and . decided 
“ Voice of the People. He has even endea- 
“ voured, in this, his new Character,, to 
“ calumniate the English People. Impos- 
“ turc was the Term used by his learned 
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“ Friend; (Erskine),—rfor, how should the 
“ People understand the India Bill? Do 
“ they know all the Abuses practised on the 
“ Ganges ?—Sir, they know, that the Loss, 
“ nay, the Annihilation of India, could not 
“ compensate for the Subversion of the Con- 
“ stitution. They could see that the Bill 
“ raised up a new Power, stripping the 
“ Crown of its Prerogative, and the People 
“ of their chartered Rights, in order to'ren- 
f* der its Author, a Dictator over both his 
“ Sovereign and his Country.” 

Then descending to personal Objects, “ the 
“ Right Honorable Gentleman,” said he, 
“ calls me a mere nominal Minister, the-Pup-' 
“ pet of Secret Influence. It is because I dis- 
“ dain to become his Puppet, by resigning 
“ my Office, that he thus denominates me. 
“ But, his contemptuous Expressions shall 
“ never provoke me to Resignation. My 
“ own Honour and Reputation I never will 
“ resign, to place myself under his Protec¬ 
tion; to accept a Nomination from him, 
“ and thereby to become a poor, powerless, 
V self-condemned, unprofitable Minister in 
“ his Train:—a Minister, serviceable to him 
“ perhaps, but altogether incapable of serv- 
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f ‘ing my King, or my Country. If, indeed, 
“ 1 have, as he asserts, submitted to become 
'** the Puppet and the Minion of the Crown, 
“ why will he condescend to admit me 
" among his Band ?”—“ Severe, therefore, as 
“ the Conflict is, my Conscience, my Duty, 
“ my Attachment to the Constitution, main- 
" tain me in my present arduous Situation; 
“ It arises not from Contempt or Defiance 
“of the constitutional Resolutions of this 
“ Assembly. Neither a Point of Honour, 
“ nor the Love of Power, impel me to cling 
“ to Office. The Nature of the Time, and 
“ I will add, the Voice of the Country, call 
“ on me to defend this Fortress, and nothing 
“ shall induce me to surrender it.” He con¬ 
cluded by levelling the severest Reproaches 
on Fox, for stopping, or as the Opposition 
termed it, suspending and postponing the 
Supplies; thus sacrificing the public Inte¬ 
rests, to private Animosity or Ambition. No 
Reply was made to this eloquent Harangue, 
which seemed finally to extinguish all the 
fallacious Hopes, so long nourished by san¬ 
guine or credulous Individuals, of beholding 
an Administration founded on a broad Basis. 
It became evident, that no Intentions of such 
a Nature, were seriously cherished or eq- 
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couraged; and it was equally palpable, that 
one of the two contending Parties must ulti¬ 
mately sink under the Superiority of his 
Opponent. 

[•21st—27th February.] Already Fox’s 
Majority, undermined by many Causes, be¬ 
gan to exhibit Symptoms of rapid Decay. 
While some Members abandoned the Coali¬ 
tion, in Deference to the public Voice, or in 
Obedience to the Remonstrances of their 
immediate Constituents; Others yielded to 
Suggestions of a personal or interested Na¬ 
ture, and withdrew from a sinking Party, 
whose approaching Extinction they antici¬ 
pated. These latter Individuals drew on. 
themselves the bitterest Sarcasms for their 
Desertion, not only from Fox, but, at dif¬ 
ferent Times, from various Members of the 
Opposition. The King's Answer to the last 
Address, drawn up with consummate Skill, 
gracious in its Language, conciliating in its. 
Professions, declaring how anxiously His 
Majesty desired to form “ a firm, efficient, 
“ extended, and united Administration 
but, lamenting the Inefficiency of his Efforts 
for that Purpose; denying that it would be 
advanced or facilitated by the previous Dis- 
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mission of his Ministers, against whom no 
Charge or Complaint was preferred'; ob¬ 
serving that Numbers of his Subjects had 
expressed their Satisfaction at the late Change 
in his Councils; and finally declining to va¬ 
cate the essential Offices of executive Go¬ 
vernment, till he should see a Prospect of 
effecting such a Union as his faithful Com¬ 
mons recommended:—this Reply augmented 
the Embarrassments, while it added to the 
Dismay, of the Coalition Leaders. 


On the Question being agitated, of ad¬ 
journing its Consideration for two or three 
Days; after a short Debate, Fox found 
himself indeed still in a Majority, but it con¬ 
sisted only of seven , though near three Hun¬ 
dred and fifty Members voted. He made 
nevertheless, on the first Day of the ensuing 
Month, when the Royal Answer was read 
by the Speaker, another desperate Attempt 
to carry the ministerial Trenches by Storm, 
and sustained it by his accustomed Display 
of Eloquence. The Debates themselves had 
however ceased to excite the same Interest, 
or to awaken the same Attention, as they 
had produced in earlier Stages of the Con¬ 
test. Yet in a very full House, falling little 
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short of four Hundred, the Opposition main¬ 
tained their Superiority, and even rose to 
twelve. Another Address was voted; but, 
though it still besought the Sovereign “ to 
“ lay the Foundation of a strong and stable 
“ Government, by the previous Removal of 
“ his present Ministersit lamented “ the 
“ Failure of his Endeavours for forming an 
“ united Administration; and their Concern, 
“ as well as Disappointment, at his Majesty’s 
V not having been advised to take any further 
“ Steps for effecting the Object.” It was 
impossible more clearly to admit their Ina¬ 
bility to dictate to the Crown, and their 
Desire of dividing with Pitt the Power, of 
which it had become evidently impracticable 
wholly to deprive him. 

The whole Drift and Object of Fox’s 
Speech were designed to prove, by Refe¬ 
rence to the Events of the two preceding 
Reigns, that both George the First and 
Second had invariably complied with the 
expressed Wishes of the House of Commons, 
in the Choice or Dismission of their Minis¬ 
ters. No Principle of the Constitution,could 
indeed be more clearly recognized, or more 
indisputable. Pitt himself admitted it. But, 
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its practical Application in the present In¬ 
stance, violated common Sense, because nei¬ 
ther Cause nor Reason was assigned for com¬ 
pelling the King to dismiss his confidential 
Servants. “ No Man,” observed the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, in his Reply to Fox, 
“ can more strongly maintain than myself, the 
“ Rightof this House to advise the Sovereign, 
“ in the Exercise of all his Prerogatives. But, 
“ that a Declaration of this House, disap- 
“ proving His Majesty’s Ministers, should, 
“ ipso Facto , compel him to dismiss them, 
“ or- oblige them to resign, I never will 
“ allow.”—“ Does the History of this Coun- 
“ try afford any Instance of an Administra- 
“ tion called on to retire from Office, without 
“ a Cause?”—Fox’s Majority constituted the 
only Refutation of such Reasoning. 

[4th and 5th March.] In his Answer to 
their Address, the King nearly repeated his 
preceding Declaration; only subjoining, that 
“ he did not consider the Failure of his 
“ recent Endeavours to form an extended 
“ and united Administration, as constituting 
“ a final Bar to its Accomplishment, if it 
“ could have been obtained on Principles of 
“ Fairness and Equality.” But, as though 
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he had been desirous at the same Time, of 
extinguishing any such Expectations^ he 
added, “ I know of no farther Steps that I 
“ can take, that are likely to remove the 
“ Difficulties which obstruct that desirable 
u End.” Eox, who beheld as,in a Mirror, 
the Sentence of his perpetual Exclusion from 
Office, conveyed under these Expressions of 
the Sovereign; after first postponing the 
Consideration of His Majesty’s Reply, for 
four Days, endeavoured to throw an insur¬ 
mountable Barrier in the Way of Dissolu¬ 
tion, by delaying the Progress of the Mutiny 
Bill through the House.. An animated De¬ 
bate ensued on the Subject; in which, while 
the two Leaders took only a comparatively 
inferior Share, Lord North spoke at con¬ 
siderable Length, and with great Ability. 
Under the possible Anticipation that the 
Majority might be able to prevent the Mu¬ 
tiny Bill from passing; Opinions had been 
hazarded from Persons seated on the Minis¬ 
terial Benches, that even though that annual 
Act should be suffered to expire, yet the 
King might keep the Army together; both 
the Men, and the Money for their Payment, 
being already voted. When therefore the 
Consent of the House of Peers should be 
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obtained, the Crown, it was asserted, might 
have an Army on Foot, with the recognized 
Approbation of Parliament. Sir Adam Fer¬ 
guson, Member for the County of. Ayr in 
Scotland, a Man of sound Sense, himself bred 
to the Scotch Bar, where he had attained to 
Eminence, supported the Proposition. 

This Doctrine, which, it must be confes¬ 
sed, was not to be found in “ the Bill of 
“ Rights;” and which might, in its Effects, 
have proved subversive of the British Con¬ 
stitution ; received, it is true, no direct Sanc¬ 
tion from Pitt: but it did not the less pro¬ 
voke and produce from various Quarters, 
the severest Animadversion. Lord North 
observed, that “ such a Discovery, if founded 
“ in Law, might well make every Man 
“ tremble for his Liberty. Those who main- 
“ tained it, must however likewise assert, 
“ that the Army might be kept together 
“ without Discipline, and without Punish- 
“ ment; the first being only enforced, and 
“ the latter only inflicted, under the Mutiny 
“ Act.” He concluded by reminding Minis¬ 
ters, “ that notwithstanding the Money had 
“ been voted for the Payment of the Army; 
“ yet, until the Act specifically appropriating 
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“ it to that Branch of Service, had passed ; 
“ no Power or Right existed in Administra- 
“ tion, to issue any Sum, however small, for 
“ the Purpose.” Finally he warned them, 
that “ as a Prorogation or Dissolution does 
“ away every Vote of Supply, not previously 
“ carried into an Act of Parliament; if 
“ therefore the Minister should have Recourse 
“ to such a Measure, the Votes of Army, 
“ Navy, Ordnance, and Supply of every 
“ Kind, must instantly be destroyed and fall 
“ to the Ground.” No Answer was made 
or attempted from the Treasury Bench, to 
these Denunciations, which did not indeed 
admit of any constitutional Reply; and only 
served to shew the critical, as well as awful 
Position of the Country, left without an 
efficient Government, and apparently on the 
Verge of a Suspension or Extinction of all 
its Establishments. 

Powis and Marsham, who commonly acted 
in Concert, uniting their Efforts on this Oc¬ 
casion, attacked the Minister in Language of 
equal Energy and Acrimony. The former, 
after expressing his Amazement at the King’s 
Answer, and wishing for Time to shed a 
Tear over the expiring Dignity, and to regu- 
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late the Funeral Procession of the House 
of Commons; lamented that Administration 
appeared to be determined on prosecuting 
their mad Career, and on elevating Preroga¬ 
tive above Privilege. Marsham reiterated 
the same Sentiments, while he protested that 
no Act could be more remote from his In¬ 
tention, than to delay the public Business, 
or to plunge the Country into Confusion. 
Rigby, who had been called on by the 
Attorney General, only a few Days before, 
to pay into the Exchequer, the large Ba¬ 
lances of public Money remaining in his 
Hands;—a Demand of which he loudly 
complained, as harsh and illiberal, though 
he could not venture directly to oppose or 
resist it;—came forward once more very con¬ 
spicuously in the Course of the Debate. 
With that blunt, bold, dictatorial, and coarse 
Style of Oratory, which always characterized 
him; but, of which, since the Extinction of 
Lord North’s Government, he had exhibited 
comparatively few Specimens; he reprobated 
the Audacity of a Minister w r ho presumed 
to remain in Office, with a Majority of the 
House of Commons against him : observing, 
that it was reserved for the present Days, to 
produce a Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
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said to Parliament, “ I care not for your 
“ Majority. The King has appointed me, 
“ and you have nothing to do with the Busi- 
“ ness.” He finished by declaring, that his 
Blood boiled with Indignation, at the bare 
Mention of retaining an Army without a 
Mutiny Bill. Pitt did not condescend to 
notice these personal Sarcasms or Animad¬ 
versions; which, he well knew, however they 
might operate within the Walls of the As¬ 
sembly where they were pronounced, would 
produce no injurious Consequences to him 
among the People without Doors. On the 
Division for adjourning the Committee upon 
the Mutiny Bill, he was again left in a 
Minority of nine; the Numbers being 171 
against 162; Fox still retaining his slender 
Possession of the House. 


[8th March.] But,-the Termination of this 
great Conflict, on which, not only England, 
but, all Europe had their EyeS fixed, and 
which had already lasted near eleven Weeks, 
to the Suspension of every kind Of public 
Business, could not be longer protracted by 
any Efforts of' Eloquence, or any Combina¬ 
tions of Faction. The King, in Terms of 
gracious, yet firm Determination, had twice 
VOL. III. 3 E 
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refused to comply with the Demand of a 
Majority of the lower House; and that Ma¬ 
jority was become not less odious to. the 
People, than it had proved itself hostile to 
the Crown or Administration. So unnatu¬ 
ral a State of Things, carried in its Essence, 
the Seeds of its speedy Extinction. Fox, 
though apparently Master of. the House, 
found himself unable to advance; and he 
could not remain stationary, or recede, with¬ 
out exposing his Party to Ridicule, while 
they were silently undermined, and dimi¬ 
nished in Numbers, from Day to Day. 
His Embarrassments, which did not admit 
of Concealment, necessarily augmented the 
Confidence of his ministerial Adversaries. 
Nor did he attempt to disguise them, when 
the Consideration of His Majesty’s Answej; 
to the last Address, came before the House. 
In Terms of querulous Indignation, he stig¬ 
matized the Reply, as a Compound of Con¬ 
tradiction, Duplicity, Insult, and Violation 
of the British Constitution. Having attempt¬ 
ed to justify and defend the Right of the 
Commons to demand the Removal of Mi¬ 
nisters, without stating their Reasons, or 
assigning any specific Cause for such Dis¬ 
mission; he, avowed that the only becoming 
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Measure now left, was to move a Resolu¬ 
tion, that “ whoever should advise his Ma- 
“ jesty to continue his present Administra¬ 
tion, was'an Enemy to his Country.” But, 
however disposed and desirous he might be 
to proceed to this Act, he was restrained by 
his Consciousness that he could not carry 
with him even a Majority of the most limited 
Description, if he made the Attempt. Many 
of his Adherents had already announced to 
him their Determination to proceed no fur¬ 
ther, accompanied with Menaces of with¬ 
drawing their Support, if he tried so des¬ 
perate an Experiment. Thus situated, Fox 
stopped; and after loading Ministers with 
the bitterest Reproaches, for having, as he 
asserted, overset the Country, involved pub¬ 
lic Credit in remediless Confusion, suffered 
our foreign Concerns to run to Ruin, and 
incurred the Guilt of leaving our East In¬ 
dian Possessions, a Prey to every Species 
of Enormity, Peculation, and Tyranny; he 
declared that it was not his Intention to stop 
the Supplies. While he charged Pitt with 
inordinate Ambition, as well as with having 
manifested a decided Aversion to political 
Union; he finished by only moving, not an 
Address, but, a Representation to the King. 

3 e 2 
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It was long,, expostulatory, argumentative, 
if not criminating; and recapitulated all the 
Points, on which the Crown and the Commons 
had so obstinately contended: but it con¬ 
tained no new Matter, except lamenting that 
“ His Majesty’s. Advisers had not thought 
“ fit to suggest any r farther Steps, for re- 
“ moving the Difficulties which impeded the 
“ Formation of an extended Administra- 
“ tion.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer took 
little or no Part in the Debate which ensued 
on that Evening. Dundas, however, sup¬ 
plied his Place, with great Acuteness, Em 
ergy, and Severity. Retorting on the Oppo¬ 
sition, all the Accusations brought forward 
by them, of pursuing a mad and desperate 
Career, to the Subversion of the Constitution, 
whose true Principles they outraged; he en¬ 
deavoured to shew that Fox’s Experience 
proved the Incapacity of the House of Com¬ 
mons itself, however powerful a Branch of 
the Legislature it might be, to enforce its own 
unconstitutional Resolutions. He treated the 
. Representation , as a Manifesto , calculated to 
delude the Nation, by disguising the real In¬ 
tention of Fox; which aimed at elevating the 
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Speaker’s Maee above the Royal Sceptre, 
and giving virtually to the Representatives 
of the People, the Right of naming Minis¬ 
ters. Towards the Conclusion of his able 
Harangue, after vindicating Pitt from the 
Imputation of opposing a Union of Parties, 
if it could haVe been effected on fair and ho¬ 
nourable Principles; he alluded with great 
Force, though guardedly and hypotheti¬ 
cally, to the well authenticated Lists of 
Peerages, Offices, and Emoluments, known 
to be promised to their Adherents, by the 
Opposition Leaders, who thus condescended 
to avail themselves of every Engine of Se¬ 
duction or Corruption :~Engines, by which, 
it was obvious, the Country might be as 
completely enslaved, and the Constitution 
subverted, as by the worst Minion of the 
most wicked, or arbitrary Monarch! Sel¬ 
dom have I heard Dundas, during the Course 
of his long and brilliant Parliamentary Ca¬ 
reer, display more Ability or Eloquence, 
than oh that Evening, which may in Fact 
be regarded as having terminated the Con¬ 
test between Pitt and Fox; between the 
Crown, and a Majority in the House of 
Commons. “ Why will not the Right Ho- 
** norable Gentleman,” observed he, “ insert 



790 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1784 . 


“ in his Manifesto, that this House claims a 
“ Right of putting a Negative on His Ma- 
if jestys Appointment of Ministers , ivithout 
“ assigning any Reason ?—Because he knows 
“ that such a Pretension might alarm the 
“ Country, and then Counter-Declarations 
“ might appear against it.”—“ But, let me 
“ suppose for a Moment, that instead, as 
“ the Constitution directs, of the Sovereign 
“ naming and protecting Ministers, this As- 
“ sembly should assume both those Privi¬ 
leges; in that Case, a Combination of 
“ Men might pay as servile Court to indivi- 
“ dual Members of Parliament, as ever Mi- 
“ nion did to a despotic Prince, If the 
“ House exercise the Right of Nomination 
“ and of Controul, any abandoned Faction, 
“ commanding a Majority; by Artifice with- 
“ in Doors, and by Corruption without; 
“ by Promises of Peerages , Places , and 
“ Emoluments , may. so entrench themselves, 
“ that if they can likewise name themselves 
“ Ministers, the' Country may be as com- 
“ pletely subjected, and the Constitution as 
“ totally overturned, as by the most able or 
“ systematic Tyrant.” 

This Mirror, though only held upas a Fic- 
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tion or a Hypothesis, reflected most distinctly 
to every Beholder, the Image of the Coalition. 
Fox made no Reply to Dundas; but; Burke, 
whomever since the Rejection of “ the East 
India Bill,” as if overcome by his second Dis¬ 
mission from the Pay-Office, had scarcely 
once risen in the House, or taken his accus¬ 
tomed Share in the Discussions which arose 
within its Walls; made ample amends on that 
Night, for his preceding Silence. Though he 
spoko with great Animation, and with equal 
Eloquence, yet no Exertions could sustain a 
declining, as well as unpopular Party, or 
infuse Vigour into its component Members. 
Even the Subject of Controversy-itself, agi¬ 
tated and exhausted by so many Repetitions, 
no longer inspired the same Interest; the 
greatest Ingenuity being scarcely able to 
suggest any new Ideas, or to strike out 
any fresh Matter of Argument. Uncommon 
Anxiety was manifested, and Impatience dis : 
played, for the Division, which took Place 
about Midnight; when Fox’s Majority be¬ 
came reduced to one solitary Vote, the 
Numbers on each Side considerably exceed¬ 
ing those on the Division of the 5th of 
March. Three Hundred and eighty-five 
Members were present, of whom 191 di. 
vided with Opposition, and 190 with Admi- 
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nistration. Great Exultation was expressed 
by the ministerial Side of the House, while 
corresponding Depression appeared on the 
opposite Benches, at so decisive a Proof of 
the approaching Fall of the Coalition. 

[9th March.] The political Spell which 
had so long suspended and paralyzed all the 
Functions of Government, was now dissolv¬ 
ed ; and on the ensuing Day, the Mutiny 
Bill, no longer opposed, passed through the 
Committee. Fox, divested of that Control 
which he had exercised over the Assembly 
ever since it met in November, appeared there 
in Person ; but, “ shorn of his Beamsnor 
can we consider the Discussions which sub¬ 
sequently arose on various Points, as other 
than mere Conversations, since no Division 
was ever again attempted' by the Opposition, 
down to the Period of the Prorogation and 
Dissolution of Parliament. Yet, scarcely 
any Debate which took Place during the 
interesting Session under our Review, open¬ 
ed more curious Matter of Speculation or 
of Controversy, than the one that followed 
Fox’£ Defeat: Powis and Marsham, who 
had taken so conspicuous a Part through¬ 
out the whole Contest, appeared for the last 
Time on the Theatre. The former, in a 
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Speech replete with pointed Animadver¬ 
sions, and conceived with great Powers of 
Mind, endeavoured, while he justified him¬ 
self from the Charge of Inconsistency in his 
Conduct, to throw on Pitt the Accusation 
of Duplicity or Insincerity, in his pretended 
Negotiation for forming an extended Admi¬ 
nistration. He admitted that the House of 
Commons and the Minister having engaged 
in a constitutional Contest, the former was 
conquered; “ for though scarcely a Century 
“ had elapsed, since a Vote of the Commons 
“ could bestow a Crown, it could not in 
“ 1784, procure the Dismission of a Minis- 
“ ter.” Having related, with apparent Ex¬ 
actitude, the leading Points on which had 
hinged the Attempt to produce an Interview 
between the Duke of Portland and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as the first 
indispensable Step towards a general Union; 
he hesitated not to declare, that “all the 
“ Concession was on one Side, while the 
“ Minister refused either Explanation, or 
“ the smallest Advance leading to Concilia- 
“ tion.” Pitt made, it is true, a prompt, 
able, and animated Reply to this Imputa¬ 
tion : but I will fairly own, that it impressed 
me as more rhetorical than solid, and car¬ 
ried with it no Conviction; though the Rea- 
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sons assigned by him for the Rupture of the 
proposed Conference, if not severely scruti¬ 
nized, appeared specious and reasonable to 
the Ear. 

I ought here to observe, that though Powis 
and Marsham seemed to perform equal' 
Parts in this Portion of our History, arid 
might be considered as joint Conductors of 
the St. Alban’s-Tavern Meeting; no Compa¬ 
rison could be made between their respec¬ 
tive Talents. Marsham was an ordinary 
Man, of good Intentions, and plain Sense, 
without Ornament or Decoration of any 
Kind. But, Powis.possessed a classic and 
a cultivated Understanding, strong Feelings, 
a natural, ardent, and winning Command of 
Words, with much Discrimination of Cha¬ 
racter. Though in my Opinion, his Rever¬ 
ence for the House of Commons blinded 
him to such a Point, as to prevent him from 
perceiving or recognizing how Fox had con¬ 
verted that Assembly into a mere Engine 
of his Ambition; while Pitt really defended 
the Constitution against the House; —yeti 
do not on that Account consider Powis as 
entitled to less Respect under every Point of 
View. Some Parts of his Speech on the 
present Occasion, were of uncommon Beau- 
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ty, warm Colouring, and great Truth. I 
allude particularly to his Description of the 
Forces led on by the Minister, whom he 
divided into three Squadrons, having* each, 
their appropriate Characteristics. “ The 
“ first,” (whom I have mentioned already 
elsewhere,) said Powis, “ may he deno- 
“ minated his Body Guard, composed of 
“ light, young Troops, who discharge their 
“ little Arrows with no ordinary Dexterity, 
“ against all that refuse Allegiance to their 
“ Leader. The second is his Corps of royal 
“ Volunteers, the steady Champions of Pre- 
“ rogative, ever ready to attack those who 
“ presume to oppose Privilege against royal 
“ Authority. The last is his Legion of De- 
■“ serters, attached to him by no other Tye 
“ or Principle than Interest; and who hav- 
“ ing deserted to him from that Motive, will 
“ quit him as soon as Fortune and Favour 
“ abandon him. Such,. Mr. Speaker, is : the 
“Composition of the Army, which has 
“ vanquished this Assembly, and conquered 
“ the Constitution!” We must candidly ad¬ 
mit that Powis was no common Orator; nor 
ought we to be surprized that such Parlia¬ 
mentary Talents raised him ultimately to the 
Peerage. 
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If, however, we admire his Description of 
the ministerial Forces, which was the Re¬ 
sult of Premeditation, and may be regarded 
only as a Composition pronounced before 
the House of Commons ^how much more 
Admiration is excited by Pitt’s Reply, made 
on the Instant, and delivered as soon as 
Powis sat down! After complimenting him 
on his versatile Facility of displaying equal 
Eloquence, on whichever Side he spoke^ 
whether supporting or Opposing Administra¬ 
tion, Pitt proceeded to comment on Powis’s 
Delineation of the Army ranged under his 
own Banner. Alluding to the first Corps, 
“ who threw their little Arrows with so much 
“ Dexterity,” he observed, “ Probably, the 
“ Honorable Gentleman’s Armour has nbt 
“ been Proof against the Darts of these A r- 
“chers:—for, those little Weapons, which 
“ he affects to despise, appear to have galled 
“ him very severely. As to the Prerogative 
“ Volunteers, who form the second Band, I 
“ am proud of their Support, because Pre¬ 
rogative forms a Part of the Constitution, 
“ like the House of Commons; and is con¬ 
sequently an Object of my Veneration. 
“ But, why he should denominate the third 
“ Squadron, Deserters , I own myself at a 
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“ Loss to comprehend, merely because they 
“ may not think proper to advance through 
“ all the Stages of Faction, into which it 
“ is attempted to precipitate this House.” 
Having thus encouraged his own Troops, he 
retorted on Powis, and endeavoured to shew 
that no becoming Testimonies of a sincere 
Desire to unite with the Duke of Portland* 
and to form an united Administration, had 
been omitted by him in his ministerial Ca¬ 
pacity, during the Course of the late Nego¬ 
tiations. 


Those Persons who best knew the secret 
Springs of Affairs, at the Period under our 
Review, have, however, 1 believe, felt, and 
some of them, have candidly avowed to me, 
that the First Minister could not sincerely 
desire, or even mean, to form a Coalition 
with Fox. Nor, if he had wished it, can we 
easily conceive on what Basis it could have 
reposed, that offered a Prospect of Comple¬ 
tion, and still less, of Duration. We must 
suppose that Fox would have at least de¬ 
manded the Treasury for the Duke of Port¬ 
land, the foreign Office for himself, and 
probably, the Admiralty for Lord Keppel. 
Even though Lord North should have per¬ 
sonally withdrawn his own Pretensions, yet, 
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some of his Connexions would necessarily 
have been admitted into the Cabinet. Does 
any Man imagine that Pitt, who had already 
attained in his own Person, to the Head of 
the Treasury , and of the Exchequeran 
Eminence on which, during seventeen Years 
he stood firm, and from which he at last 
may be said to have voluntarily descended; 
would have retreated into the latter of those 
two Employments, merely to place the 
Duke of Portland in the former? His Am¬ 
bition was not made for such moderate Li¬ 
mits. Still less can any Person conceive that 
Fox woidd have consented to Pitt’s con¬ 
tinuing to occupy his double financial Situa¬ 
tion, and have taken Office, as Secretary of 
State, under him. How then was the Equi¬ 
poise of Power to have been adjusted on 
“ fair and equal Terms ?” The Cabinet must 
have preponderated in Favour of one, or of 
the other Candidate for Power. And which 
of them would have submitted to become the 
Subordinate? When Lord North struck his 
Bargain with the Rockingham Party, he con¬ 
sented to act under them a secondary Part; 
receiving in .Compensation, a ,Share;of the 
ministerial Spoils, and obtaining from them 
Protection against Impeachment, for the 
Errors or Calamities of the American War. 
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The Motives therefore for his Conduct, were 
obvious, natural, venial, perhaps justifiable 
in every Sense. Lord North did not demand 
to be received among his New Allies, “ on 
“ fair and equal Terms.” He exacted only 
Indemnity, Oblivion, and a Participation of 
Offices. But, Pitt must have begun, like 
Sylla in Antiquity, or like Fairfax in our 
own History, by laying down his Power, at 
a Moment too when he had nearly consoli¬ 
dated its Tenure. 

Other Motives for avoiding such a Con¬ 
nexion with Fox, would unquestionably sug¬ 
gest themselves to his Mind. The late Secre¬ 
tary of State no longer constituted an Object, 
either of popular Affection, or of Royal Ap¬ 
prehension. His own Imprudence, Ambi¬ 
tion, and rapacious Policy, had precipitated 
him from his Elevation. Nor could the 
Minister have formed a Junction with the 
Colleague of Lord North, the Author in his 
own Person of the “ East India Bill,” with¬ 
out perhaps incurring some Degree of politi¬ 
cal Condemnation, if not of moral Contami¬ 
nation or Censure. Fox, indeed, might and 
undoubtedly would, have consented to mo? 
dify that obnoxious Measure, in a Way to 
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render it harmless to the Constitution. But, 
Experience of the bitter Fruits produced by 
the late Coalition , held out no Encourage¬ 
ment to Pitt, for concluding a second similar 
Union. He stood moreover on far higher 
Ground than- his Antagonist; combining at 
once the Favour of the Sovereign, the At¬ 
tachment of the People, and the Command 
of the House of Peers. How is it to be sup¬ 
posed, that he would spontaneously descend 
from such a Situation, and consent to mingle 
his future Fortunes in some Measure with a 
Man, whose Line of public Action he had stig¬ 
matized with the severest Epithets; merely 
to conciliate the Suffrages of the Gentlemen 
who met at the St. Alban’s Tavern? These 
Reflections may probably induce us to be¬ 
lieve, that neither George the Third, nor his 
Minister, could really intend to replace Fox 
in any Degree, on the Eminence from which 
he had fallen; though during the Progress 
of a Contest, in which he remained, for many 
successive Weeks, Master of a Majority in 
the House of Commons, and before Matters 
were ripe for their Dissolution, Deference 
towards that Branch of the Legislature, dic¬ 
tated an apparent Compliance with their 
anxious Wishes. 
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Pitt, with groat Dexterity, in the Course of 
his Reply to Powis, probably conscious that 
he could not altogether disprove, however 
he might deny or repel, the Charge of Insin¬ 
cerity, contrived to bring forward a counter 
Accusation against him and Marsham. To 
Both, he indirectly applied the Appellation 
of “ a Spy,” as having obtained by a pre¬ 
tended Impartiality, Access to the Secrets of 
the two contending Parties, while they en¬ 
joyed the Privileges and Immunities of Em¬ 
bassadors. They took Fire at the Term, as I 
doubt not, he intended they should; and after 
respectively vindicating themselves from so 
dishonourable an Imputation, Marsham read 
in his Place, the Letter addressed by the 
Duke of Portland to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. It served fully to prove, that 
the Chief of the Opposition Party, as 
anxiously desired to commence a Negotia¬ 
tion with the First Minister, as the latter 
dexterously eluded and avoided a Con¬ 
ference. Marsham professed his own per¬ 
fect Conviction of the Fact. So did Powis. 

“ I never acted as a Spy,” indignantly ex¬ 
claimed Marsham; “ and I make no Scru- 
“ pie of declaring my private Opinion, that 
“ I did not perceive in the Minister, the same 
vol. hi. 3 F 
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“ conciliatory Spirit which was manifested 
“ by the Duke of Portland.” Powis entered 
into much more minute Details on the Sub¬ 
ject, embracing the respective Demands or 
Preliminaries insisted on by both Parties, 
previous to actual Negotiation. Pitt exacted 
three Conditions. Lord North’s Exclusion 
from the Cabinet. A Renunciation of the 
objectionable Parts of the “ India Billand 
an Interview with the Duke of Portland, 
“ on fair and equal Terms.” All these 
Points were promptly conceded. The Coa¬ 
lition , on their Part, equally demanded three 
Stipulations. First, Pitt’s virtual, though 
not actual, Resignation. Secondly, that the 
Duke might receive personally from His 
Majesty, the Message recommending an In¬ 
terview;. Lastly, that the Meaning of the 
Word “ equal,” might be defined or ex¬ 
plained. But, all these Points Pitt refused. 
Nor would he listen to any Explanations on 
the Subject, which might facilitate the Ac¬ 
complishment of the Object itself. Powis, 
after specifying every Particular, subjoined, 
“ Thus stood the Balance between the two 
“ Parties. One, ready to make every Con- 
“ cession : the other, none. But, why should' 
“ a triumphant Minister make Concessions ?”' 
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Fox spoke with his usual Ability, though 
not in the commanding Tone that had cha¬ 
racterized him, when conscious that he could 
dictate his Pleasure to nn obsequious Ma¬ 
jority. With more Bitterness than was na¬ 
tural to him, he felicitated his Rival on 
“ Having attained to something like a .Majo- 
“ rity to support himnor did he spare his 
severest Animadversions on those Indivi¬ 
duals, who having hitherto voted with Op¬ 
position, had recently changed Sides, and 
joined the Administration. Fox concluded 
by pointing out the Delusion of Pitt’s Propo¬ 
sition, to treat on ** equal Terms,” while 
he rejected the Offer made by the Duke of 
Portland, that the ministerial Arrangement 
should be conducted “ with Attention to 
“ Principles of Equity and Fairness.” There 
could remain no Doubt in the Mind of any 
impartial Person, that the Expressions “ fair 
“ and equal,” were in themselves ambigu¬ 
ous, and understood in different, or opposite 
Senses, by the two contending Parties. But, 
these Recriminations, however they might 
for a Moment agitate the Minds of Men in 
private Society, no longer impeded the Pro¬ 
gress of public Business; the House voting 
3 f 2 
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on the ensuing Evening, the Extraordinaries 
pf the Navy, without a Division. 

[tlth March—22d.] It became indeed 
more and more apparent from Day to Day* 
that Pitt’s Machinery, being now nearly com: 
plete, a Dissolution of Parliament would not 
be long delayed. Yet, the Opposition still 
fondly indulged a Hope;—for, it did not 
amount to a Belief;—that, as no Act of Ap¬ 
propriation had passed, though the Supplies 
were voted, Ministers would not dare to 
apply the public Money to specific Pur¬ 
poses, contrary to all Precedent, if not to 
Law; and in direct Violation of the Prohi¬ 
bitions of the House. Various Attempts 
were made to, sound the Minister on this 
delicate, Point, but, without Effect. Fox 
took however.no personal Part in them; and 
though he occasionally attended in his Place, 
I believe he hardly, if ever, spoke on any 
Subject, during the last eleven or Twelve 
Days that Parliament continued in Exist¬ 
ence. Burke remained equally.mute; while 
Powis and Marsham, engaged in Prepara¬ 
tions for an approaching general Election, 
disappeared altogether from a Scene, where 
they had recently performed the principal 
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Characters. The little Degree of Opposi¬ 
tion experienced by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, arose from the Adherents of 
Lord North, or was made by that Nobleman 
himself. Sir Grey Cooper, when tbe Order of 
the Day was moved, for going into a Com¬ 
mittee of Supply, on the Estimates for the Ex¬ 
traordinaries of the Army; conscious that it 
offered the last Occasion which would present 
itself, for protesting against a Dissolution 1 ; 
expatiated with considerable Energy, on the 
Infraction of the Constitution that would 
arise from such a Measure. He at the same 
Time warned the Ministers, that “ to issue 
** Money for the Pay of the Forces, contrary 
“ to a Resolution of the House, declaring 
“ such a Proceeding to be a high Crime and 
“ Misdemeanour, and without any Appro- 
“ priation Act,” was not only illegal, but, a 
Subversion of the very Tenure by which the 
King held his Crown; a Vote of Parliament, 
No Answer whatever was returned to these 
Denunciations, from the Treasury Bench; 
hut, the Supply being voted in the Commit¬ 
tee, without any Division taking Plaice, the 
House adjourned to the following Day, 


[23d March.] As the immediate Dissolu* 
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tion of Parliament, had now become Matter 
of universal Notoriety, and Preparations for 
carrying it into Effect, were already making 
in the Public Offices; a considerable At¬ 
tendance was produced in the lower House, 
by Curiosity to witness its Extinction, rather 
than by any,other Motive., The First Minis¬ 
ter appearing in his Place, was assailed from 
various Quarters, on the Question being put 
by the Speaker, that “ the Report on the 
“ Army Extraordinaries should be read a first 
“ Time.” Mr. Eden led the Way, and was 
followed by Lord North, as well as by Ge¬ 
neral Conway. While each of them avowed 
that they considered themselves as address¬ 
ing for the last Time, an-Assembly, which 
they knew was on the Point of being dis¬ 
solved; they did not remonstrate or menace 
in less animated Terms, on the Supposition 
that such a’ Measure should be actually 
carried into Execution. Eveijy Argument 
adduced in the preceding Debate, was-reite¬ 
rated, pressed, and urged with augmented 
Force of Language. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer remaining nevertheless contume- 
liously silent, the Report was read: but, on 
a Motion being made for the second Reading, 
Lord North once more rose; and after some 
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Expostulations relative to the contemptuous 
Treatment experienced by the House upon 
the present Occasion, demanded, “ on what 
“ Principle of Law, on what Doctrine re- 
“ specting the Constitution, on what Argu- 
“ ment, or on what Authority, when Parlia- 
“ ment should be dissolved, would Ministers 
“ presume to issue Money for the Subsist- 
“ ence of the Army?” 

Pitt had not however advanced so far, to 
be now deterred from consummating his 
Triumph, by the impotent Threats of a 
powerless and exhausted, as well as an un¬ 
popular Paction. He cut the Knot, which 
he was. unable to untye; and declining any 
Discussion of those great constitutional 
Points which he could not solve, and the 
Infraction of which, he could not abstractedly 
justify; confidently trusted his Cause to the 
universal Sentiment of national Approbation, 
for covering any Deviation from Parliamen¬ 
tary Usage. Like Iago , who in Reply to 
every Enquiry, answers, 

“ Ask me no Questions: what you know, you know;** 

he briefly observed, that “ Gentlemen might 
“ make whatever Speeches they chose, and 
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“ the House might act as it thought proper; 
“he would not say one Word upon the 
“ Subject.” The Report being then read a 
second Time, the House adjourned, and was 
summoned on the following Day, to attend 
the House of Peers; where the King having 
prorogued the Parliament, after pronouncing 
a short, but, judicious Speech from the 
Throne, well calculated for the Emergency, 
stated it to be a “ Duty which he owed to 
“ the Constitution and the Country, under 
“ its actual Circumstances, to recur as spee- 
“ dily as possible, to the Sense of his People, 

“ by convoking a new Parliament.” A Dis¬ 
solution followed within, twenty-four Hours; 
and the Coalition , confounded, as well as 
overwhelmed, amidst the Storm which they 
had injudiciously excited, disappeared in an 
Instant, leaving the Fragments of their poli¬ 
tical Greatness scattered in all Directions. 

s ' §*. la. , 1 ‘ __ f’.'ilO -* .-!<!•> 

[25th March.] I have related these Events, 
as they passed under my own Eyes, with 
the most rigid Impartiality. And if I have 
dwelt minutely, on the Transactions or De¬ 
bates that took place in the House of Com¬ 
mons, during the Contest between Fox and 
Pift; it must be remembered, that within 
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the Walls of that Assembly, the History and 
the very Existence of the Country, were 
concentred during more than three Months. 
We would vainly seek them elsewhere. All 
the Functions of Government stood still: 
while the Sovereign, the Peers, and the Na¬ 
tion looked on, expecting the Issue of so 
extraordinary a Conflict, which must neces¬ 
sarily impress a new Character on the open¬ 
ing Year. Never did any King of Great 
Britain contend for so vast a Stake, since 
Charles the First! In contemplating the 
Scene, Mr. Pitt arrests our first Attention. 


Nothing in the Annals of this Conntry, 
subsequent to the Accession of the House of 
Brunswic, bore any Analogy to his Position. 
When we consider that he struggled against 
a Majority of the House of Commons, con¬ 
ducted by such Talents as those of Fox, 
from the 19th of December, 1783, up to the 
9th of March, 1784; on any Day of which 
Interval, he might possibly have been im¬ 
peached ; and if we reflect that he vanquished 
so vast a Combination of Party, without pre¬ 
maturely recurring to a Dissolution, till all 
his necessary Arrangements of every Kind 
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were completed, and the whole Nation had 
declared on his Side; we shall probably ad¬ 
mit that, as no such Instance occurs before 
him, no similar Example will probably ever 
be again exhibited. If, in Compliance with 
Lord Temple’s Opinion, he had begun by 
dissolving the Parliament as soon as he was 
appointed First Lord of the Treasury and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in December, 
1783; when the People at large, and when 
even the Inhabitants of London, as well as 
of Westminster, were.imperfectly informed on 
the Nature and Tendency of “ the East India 
“ Bill”; it is possible that a very different 
Result might have been the Consequence. 

Fox’s Defeat arose from one fundamental 
Error or Miscalculation, into which he was 
nevertheless led by the Experience of all 
Parliamentary Contest; namely, that a Ma¬ 
jority of the House of Commons, could com¬ 
pel the Crown to dismiss its Ministers, or 
could oblige the Ministers themselves to give 
in their own Resignation. In his Hands, 
this constitutional Weapon, hitherto irre¬ 
sistible, lost its Edge, and became harmless. 
He affected to attribute its Failure, to a 
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Spirit of Delusion, which, as he asserted, 
and as his Adherents maintained, had inca¬ 
pacitated the British People to distinguish 
Truth from Error, Imposture from Reality, 
There is, however, no Sophistry capable of 
blinding completely a whole Nation, upon 
Points so level to every Understanding; and 
if there existed any Delusion in the Estimate 
formed by the Country, respecting the Nature 
and Tendency of “ the East India Bill,” the 
Delusion still survives at this Day, in all its 
Force. But, there existed another Delusion 
into which Fox himself fell, when he erro¬ 
neously conceived, that a Majority of the 
lower House, in whatever Manner acquired, 
and whatever Measures or Objects it might 
pursue, must necessarily dictate its Pleasure 
to the Sovereign, to the House of Peers, and 
to the Public. The two former would, 
indeed, if unsupported by the Body of the 
People of England, have been found only 
Dust in the Balance, when engaged in a 
Struggle with the genuine Representatives 
of that People, the real Organs, of their Will 
and Opinion. Charles the First, and James 
the Second, each, made.the Experiment; by 
which the former lost his Head, and the 
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latter, his Crown. But, George the Third, 
neither attempted to exercise oppressive and 
antiquated, if not illegal, Prerogatives; nor 
to impose on us a Religion prohibited by 
Law, and odious to his Subjects. And 
never did the British Constitution manifest 
its latent Energies so strongly, as in the 
very Act of arresting that Assembly, which, 
calling itself the Representatives of the Na¬ 
tion, became in the Instance before us, the 
Instruments of the Ambition of a Faction, 
or rather, of an Individual. 

The Steadiness, the Principles, and the 
Repugnance of the King towards the Coali¬ 
tion, operated as powerful secondary Agents; 
but they were not primary Causes. Fox, 
attentive only to the three Branches of the 
Constitution, which he considered as omni¬ 
potent, regarded as null the Nation itself. 
But, when awakened, roused, and informed, 
the People hurled him in an Instant from his 
Situation. For, it was not the Dissolution 
of Parliament, which would have reduced 
him and his Party to Insignificance, if the 
public Opinion and Confidence had accom¬ 
panied hiip. Of this Truth, a great Example 
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was exhibited in 1780, when Lord North 
dissolved the Parliament. The Government 
was not idle on the Occasion, and a large 
Sum was believed to have been expended in 
Endeavours to procure favourable Returns 
to the new House of Commons. Yet, so 
unpopular was the Sovereign at that Time, 
so weak the Administration, and so odious 
the American War, that the First Minister 
derived little permanent Strength or Advan¬ 
tage from the Measure. He held out with 
Difficulty for one Session, , and surrendered 
early in the next, on the 20th of March, 
1782. Fox on the contrary remained for 
several Years, only an illustrious Victim of 
his inordinate Ambition, seated on the Op¬ 
position Bench; till the memorable Malady 
of his Majesty in 1788, recalled him* for a 
Moment into Day, only to plunge him de¬ 
servedly anew into greater political Depres¬ 
sion. | ; ' - : 

The Obligations which the King owed to 
Pitt, for liberating him from the Chains of 
the Coalition , at the Time when they were 
about to have been rivetted, were certainly 
of the first Magnitude. No other Subject 
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in his Dominions, would probably have at¬ 
tempted, but, assuredly no other Individual 
would have successfully performed, so im¬ 
portant ahd arduous a Service. After wit¬ 
nessing the Formation and Extinction of 
three Administrations, within the Space of 
little more than twenty Months, George the 
Third beheld in Prospect, domestic Tran¬ 
quillity, personal Freedom, and national 
Prosperity. Nor were these the only Ben&* 
fits that resulted to him, from the Events 
that we have related. All the Errors and 
Misfortunes of his Reign, seemed to. be 
swallowed up and forgotten in the Grave of 
the Coalition. The Odium of Lord Bute’s 
Ministry, and the Peace of 1703, aggravated 
by the Prosecution of Wilkes;—the hiimi-. 
bating Negotiation and Compromise relative 
to the Falkland Islands, which Junius had 
consigned to perpetual Reprobation ;-r-lastly, 
the Disgraces of the American War, fol¬ 
lowed by the Loss of an Empire beyond the 
Atlantic, for which national Defalcation of 
Power and Territory, the King was regarded 
by a large Portion of his Subjects, as pecu¬ 
liarly responsible;—the accumulated Evils . 
of three and twenty Years, disappeared at 
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once, and were obliterated. Only the Vir¬ 
tues of the Sovereign seemed to survive in 
the Memory of his People. The same 
Prince, who, in March, 1782, labored under 
a Load of Prejudice and Unpopularity; was 
considered in March, 1784, as the Guardian 
of the Constitution, worthy the warmest 
Testimonies of Affection, Gratitude, and 
Respect. They poured in upon him from 
all Quarters, acknowledging the Blessings 
of his paternal Government, and approving 
the recent Interference of his Prerogative, 
for the Destruction of an unprincipled Fac¬ 
tion. Wilkes, who had been among the 
most ardent Opposers of “ the East India 
“ Bill,” and among the foremost Supporters 
of Pitt in Parliament, as Member for Mid¬ 
dlesex ; re-appeared at St. James’s, where 
he met with the most gracious Reception. 
A new Order of Events, and a new iEra, 
seemed to commence from this auspicious 
Date. In Fact, if we would point out the 
Period of Time, from the Commencement of 
this long, as well as eventful Reign, during 
which the Sovereign and the Country equally 
enjoyed most Tranquillity, as well as Feli¬ 
city; we should not hesitate to name the 
Interval, comprizing about four Years and 
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a half, that succeeded Pitt’s Triumph over 
Fox, in the Spring of 1784, down to the 
King’s severe Seizure in the Autumn of 
1788. Here, therefore, as at a Political 
Land-mark, 1 shall conclude the Third 
Part of the Historical Memoirs of my own 
Time. 
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